5 
oth ay 
Ac 


ak 
a 


fog a, 
a FAAP ii 


Rey 
Ren 


Feyin 


x 


7 a ~ 
€ 
AP sd aa 


: ct oF CO 
i «lle - Ce Mientt 


‘ny 
wat 


¥% 
{\ 


Ve aA ¥ Ao ia) = : > ' ant No athe 7 

“i ; fa ; : ; +x: <m ¥ ah a a HK _, » : 7 ‘vt 4) Petty) 
: : 7 S tL wie i oe ' WT oh aah 

4 | Oty cao ae Ae a) , A eae 
“ : A : ep) ee P Sa Ni 7 j =) 


. ; ' eet 9 ‘ mat? 

a), | ; ty fi on A : 

7 a : . $ c i it tl ia 

] t ‘ : r = [ei vy Wik WH Hay Ves 

in ‘ y i if : | a fi var i? { aie } 

a r ° Y ' Mi aed. j fh i. tty Ca iy 

- | 2 ied ; ‘ S f “-? : is Cee 7 i 4 iF baer 

4 raw ' ‘i tle, we! oh) re ean ae re Bi 
, ,, 


(36 FZ 


WORLD COUNCIL OF GHURCHES 
_. Library ef 
P. ©. Box 2700 ag 


CH~- 1211 Genevad 
Switzerland yi 


la ts Li lo ror y 


. 4 
ba 
<CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
ABVA+ 
ox: 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22)7916515 Fax: (41-22)7981346 Telex: 415730 OIK CH Editor: Ken Sililo Mubu 
(59/01) 
(09/01) 
WORLD CO 
- ~ ) COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
P.O. Box 2100 
CH - 1211) Geneva 2 
Swiizerland 
FOR THE PERIOD 01-15 JANUARY 1992 
Ecumenical team visits the Baltics to express solidarity 92.01.01 
South Africa: ecumenical body targeted by tricksters' leaflets «O02 
Nationalist tensions impacting on Orthodoxy in Macedonia, Ukraine 03 
World Reformed body expresses solidarity with Togolese Christians 04 
-05 
WCC welcomes repeal of Zionist resolution by the UN 06 
Church of England clergy sign protest note, defy leader's pleas 07 
Racism alive and well in new and old forms, concludes symposium 08 
Kuwait: church growth cited, relief aid main factor 09 
UK: church bodies unite to fight housing crisis - 10 
Canada: confidentiality of confessions jeopardized by court ruling pla. 
Hong Kong church leaders visit China, discuss human rights see. 
Church opposes plans for Japanese participation in UN military efforts ws 
Evangelist Graham not to retire yet 14 
Mexico: state governor sides with Protestants pF) 
South Africa: churches give ‘careful support’ to peace talks . 16 
WCC official calls for efforts to stop discrimination against women ey 
Russia: Orthodox seminar sets priorities for education 18 
Romanian Orthodox church pledges ‘unfailing commitment' to ecumenism 19 
Three WCC books cited among top mission study books for 1991 -20 
USA: ecumenical body says homosexuality poses ‘great seismic fault' Via 
Switzerland: figures of visitors to ecumenical centre released baie 
Vanuatu: church body thanks government for democracy, justice ye 
Anglican leader to pay visit to Vatican 24 
ECUVIEW: Evangelical Presence in Central America AG LS 


imenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
: World Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
>essarily those of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 59 / Issue 01 
SHOPTALK 
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The Jerusalem and the Middle East Church Association, publishers of the 
Magazine, Bible Lands, advise that their new address is 1 Hart House, The 
Hart, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7HA. Tel: (0252) 726994. 


The Life and Peace Institute, a Swedish-based international Christian centre 
for peace research seeks to employ a Director of Publications beginning 1 June 
1992. Application deadline is 10 February. Further information is 
available from Bernt Jonsson, Director, Life and Peace Insitute, Box 297, 751 
05 Uppsala, Sweden. Tel: (46) 18/16 95 46. 


Multimedia International advise that their new address is Via della 
Maglianella 375, 00166 Rome, Italy. Tel/Fax: (06) 68 91 286. 


Available from the Research Institute of the Lutheran Church in Finland, P.O. 
Box 33101, Tempere, is a publication Church-going and Church-goers in 
Finland by Harri Heino. 


Appeals (in US dollars) from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


Bangladesh: 4.3 million for cyclone recovery (16 December). 
Pakistan: 86 000 for post flood rehabilitation (18 December). 
Albania: 600 000 for primary health needs (17 December). 


The EPS index for 1991 is available on request. However, if you have asked 
for a copy in previous years, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 
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EPS 92.01.01 
ECUMENICAL TEAM VISITS THE BALTICS TO EXPRESS SOLIDARITY 


At its meeting in Canberra/Australia in February 1991, the World Council of 
Churches' Central Committee adopted a statement in which it urged member 
churches to extend to the churches in the Baltics ‘every possible assistance' 
including ‘material and spiritual' help. 


In translating that statement into action, the WCC and the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) assembled an ecumenical team to visit the churches in 
the Baltic republics of Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania, from 9-16 January. 


The visit aims at expressing the solidarity of the ecumenical community with 
the churches of the Baltic states in their new and changing situation, 
learning of the current problems and new opportunities for the life and 
witness of the churches, and learning of new initiatives in the life of the 
churches there. 


Other objectives include encouraging ecumenical cooperation among the churches 
in the region and gathering insights and information for wider circulation to 
the WCC and CEC consitituency and beyond. 


The team is composed of Anna Marie Aagaard, a WCC president and professor of 
theology at the University of Aarhus, Denmark, John Briggs of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and member of the WCC executive committee, and 
Kondothra M. George of the WCC Ecumenical Institute-Bossey. 


Others are Okr Hermann Goeckenjan, representing CEC, Bishop Jeremias of the 
Autocephalic Orthodox Church of Poland and former member of the WCC Central 
Committee, and Elizabeth Salter of the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.02 
SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL BODY TARGETED BY TRICKSTERS' LEAFLETS 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) announced 4 December that some 
unknown people distributed leaflets calling on the poor and unemployed to 
visit Khotso House, the ecumenical body's headquarters in  down-town 
Johannesburg, 'to receive food parcels’. 


The SACC said in a statement that it was ‘most disturbed’ that some unkown 
person or group had distributed leaflets which were printed on sheets bearing 
the name and logo of the SACC. 


The leaflet also carried an alleged ‘apology' by the SACC that its stand on 
the maintenance of sanctions against the South African government had ‘put 
many black workers out of their jobs’. 


It went on: "So we confess to the fact that we caused a great deal of 
unemployment and poverty in South Africa. We now want to help the poor and 
unemployed. We will give you a special Christmas parcel of food and clothing 
to make you and your starving family happy. We offer this as a token of our 
repentance’. 


‘The days of covert operations against those who stand for justice and truth 
are not yet over' in South Africa, commented Frank Chikane, SACC general 
secretary, who added that police were carrying out investigations into the 
matter. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.03 
NATIONALIST TENSIONS IMPACTING ON ORTHODOXY IN MACEDONIA, UKRAINE 


Nationalist tensions and moves for independence in the southern Yugoslav 
republic of Macedonia and in the Ukraine are having repercussions on Orthodox 
churches there. 


Archbishop Milosev Gavril, head of the Macedonian Orthodox Church, unexpectedly 
announced his retirement in December. Poor health was the official reason, 
but some observers suggest that behind the decision lay conflicts within the 
Macedonian church hierarchy over relations with the Serbian Orthodox 
patriarchate. 


The Macedonian church declared itself juridically autocephalous thirty years 
ago, but this was recognized by neither the Serbian Orthodox Church, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, nor any other Orthodox church. 


There have been recent initiatives by some Macedonian bishops to regularize 
relations with the Serbian ‘mother church' in a way that would assure the 
Macedonian church's ‘autonomy’. Gavril has rejected these efforts, charging 
those making them with dividing the church. He has also had difficulties 
with the Macedonian government, which has pressed him to relinquish his 
canonical responsibilities for Macedonians outside the country. 


The autonomous Orthodox Church of the Ukraine, attached to the Moscow 
Patriarchate between 1682 and October 1990, is seeking complete canonical 
autocephaly from Moscow. The Orthodox church situation in the republic is 
complicated by the presence of an autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
under the leadership of Mstyslav Skrypnyk, which in 1990 declared its 
independence as the patriarchate of Kiev. 


Skrypnyk's group, whose canonicity is not recognized by any Orthodox church, 
claims to comprise some 1100 parishes; the autonomous Orthodox Church of the 
Ukraine has about 6000 parishes, according to its primate, Metropolitan 
Philaret of Kiev. 


Following overwhelming approval of Ukrainian independence in the referendum on 
1 December, Philaret has worked to overcome the nationalist split among the 
Ukrainian Orthodox. But it is not certain that the decision by the 
autonomous church to request autocephaly from Moscow will resolve the 
Situation, given the fact that Philaret was on record earlier as having said 
that the Ukraine should remain within the Soviet Union. 


An official of the Moscow Patriarchate, interviewed in the Paris-based 
Orthodox press service SOP, offered the personal opinion that there is no 
formal obstacle from the side of the Russian Orthodox Church to the Ukrainian 
request, so long as canonical communion is maintained between the _ two 
churches. The only problem, he said, would be in the southern and eastern 
parts of the Ukraine where much of the population is of Russian origin; and 
compromises about the language of the liturgy and the ethnic origin of the 
clergy would have to be found in those regions. 


Meanwhile, in an interview published by the Italian Catholic magazine 
Avvenire, Metropolitan Kirill, head of external relations for the Russian 
Orthodox Church, said the current disintegration of the Soviet Union, with 
worsening poverty and ethnic conflicts, is ‘a tragedy from the social and 
economic point of view'. Unless ‘a new way of living together' is found, he 
said, the country is ‘headed for catastrophe’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.04 
WORLD REFORMED BODY EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY WITH TOGOLESE CHRISTIANS 


A military coup d'état which interrupted progress towards democracy in Togo 
was the subject of a letter sent (12 December) to Kokou Béné Touleassi, head 
of the Evangelical Church of Togo, by the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches' (WARC) general secretary Milan Opocensky. 


Recalling the hopes raised by a July-August National Conference which laid the 
groundwork for a peaceful transition to multi-party democracy in Togo, 
Opocensky noted that once again Togo faces ‘a period of considerable social 
and political uncertainty’. 


On 28 November, military units occupied radio and television stations, 
surrounded government buildings and closed the country's airport and 
frontiers. Interim Prime Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh was arrested (3 
December) after the army demanded that the transition government be dissolved 
and a new prime minister named. 


The role played in the coup by General Eyadema, who heads the party that has 
ruled Togo over the past 25 years but whose powers, as president, were 
considerably reduced by the National Conference, remained unclear. 


With an estimated 20-100 000 Togolese fleeing to neighbouring Benin and Ghana 
and most of the members of the government in hiding, Koffigoh (who was 
released on 5 December) issued repeated appeals for French intervention. 
But, although 300 French soldiers were despatched to Benin, the French 
government appeared reluctant to intervene in the impasse. 


‘Law and pluralism are among the values to which the Reformed family is deeply 
attached', Opocensky said. His letter added: ‘Our attachment is part of our 
testimony to Christ the liberator. We should like to think that, as a 
church, you will attempt to foster dialogue and reconciliation, in order that 
true democracy may be installed for the benefit of your country and people’. 


Expressing sympathy with those who lost family members in the ‘repeated 
violence marking Togo's political life over the past few months', Opocensky 
assured Touleassi of WARC's prayers, and readiness to provide such solidarity 
as may be needed. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.05 
GEORGIA: CHURCH CALLS FOR ECUMENICAL SUPPORT, LEADER FLEES COUNTRY 


As conflict intensified in Tbilisi between armed opposition forces and persons 
loyal to the government of President Zviad Gamsakhurdia, the catholicos 
patriarch of the Georgian Orthodox Church told the nation that Georgia was ‘in 
danger of civil war' and ‘on the verge of utter destruction’. Ilia II 
reiterated an earlier call on all parties to show wisdom and ‘responsibility 
towards God and the nation' and to solve their differences by peaceful 
negotiations. 


Gamsakhurdia was democratically elected president of Georgia in May, but 
opponents subsequently charged him with taking dictatorial powers and 
violating human rights. About 75 people were killed and 400 wounded in 
fighting that began in mid-December. The president himself finally left 
Georgia on 6 January. In a cable asking WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
for ecumenical ‘support and spiritual unity with Georgia and its people’, the 
patriarch (a president of the WCC from 1979-83) strongly rejected what he 
called ‘slanderous rumours’ that the church hierarchy and clergy have been 
‘indifferent’ to the current situation. ‘The mission of the church has 
always been and is the spiritual elevation of the whole nation, peace and 
unity among people', Ilia wrote. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.06 
WCC HAILS REPEAL OF ZIONIST RESOLUTION BY THE UN 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro has characterized 
the 15 December decision by the United Nations General Assembly to revoke 
Resolution 3379 (1975), which described Zionism as ‘a form of racism and 
racial discrimination', as an important step towards peace in the Middle East. 


In an interview with the German Protestant press service EPD, Castro called 
the judgement of Zionism in the earlier resolution ‘absolutely false' and said 
the conflict in the Middle East is a political one between two nations. He 
expressed hope that the revocation of the 1975 resolution would enhance 
prospects for a political solution and reconciliation between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 


Immediately after the UN declaration was passed in 1975, Castro's predecessor 
Philip Potter declared the WCC's ‘unequivocal opposition to the equation of 
Zionism with racism' and called on the UN to ‘reconsider and rescind it'. 
Citing earlier UN statements on racism, Potter said Zionism ‘is a _ complex 
historical process ..., subject to many understandings and interpretations. 
None of these can properly be used to condemn Zionism as racism'. 


The WCC's Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 1991) reiterated the Council's advocacy 
of the rights of the Palestinians to self-determination and an independent 
State of their own and appealed for compliance with UN resolutions calling for 
an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories since 1967. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.07 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND CLERGY SIGN PROTEST NOTE, DEFY LEADER'S PLEAS 


At least a fifth of the Church of England's 10 000 clergy ignored the advice 
of Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, last December, and signed an open 
letter to the leadership of the Church of England expressing their deep 
concern over inter-faith worship, such as the annual Commonwealth Day service 
in Westminster Abbey. 


'We believe that these events, however motivated, conflict with the Christian 
duty to proclaim the gospel', said the letter which was published as an 
advertisement in the Church press. ‘They imply that salvation is offered by 
God not only through Jesus Christ but by other means, and thus deny his 
uniqueness and finality as the only Saviour’. 


The signatories appealed to the Church's leadership ‘to oppose and, where 
possible, prevent such gatherings for inter-faith worship and prayer in the 


Church of England and to seek to discourage them elsewhere’. 


The text of the open letter was mailed to all the Church of England's 


full-time stipendiary priests and curates. So far, it has attracted the 
Signatures of 2014 clergy, while a trickle of additional signatures has 
followed publication. One of the organizers estimated that it could end up 


with 3000 signatures - nearly a third of the church's clergy. 


In October last year, Carey told his diocesan synod that if he had been 
invited to sign the open letter, he would not have done so. He then urged 
the organizers to abandon the project because he did not regard it as helpful. 


‘It failed to define inter-faith worship and prayer', he said, adding, ‘It 
divided me from my predecessor [Robert Runcie]. It played on Christian fears 
about encounter with people of other faiths. It was likely to lead to an 
assumption that they were an unwelcome presence in our society’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.08 
RACISM ALIVE AND WELL IN NEW AND OLD FORMS, CONCLUDES SYMPOSIUM 


A symposium on ‘New Forms of Racism' held (4-6 November) at the United Nations 
European headquarters in Geneva/Switzerland under the auspices of the 
International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination and Racism (IMADR), 
heard that racism is alive and well in old and new forms and that nobody has a 
corner on racism and racial discrimination. 


The meeting, which was attended by participants from 14 countries, including 
church representatives, heard and discussed papers presented by people from 
the United Kingdom, Kenya, Senegal, Canada, Japan, the United States, India, 
France, the Netherlands, Argentina and Ecuador. 


The meeting presentations, using analyses, personal testimony and 
descriptions, surveyed a wide range of recent manifestations of racism. 


The participants heard that discrimination related to colour, ethnicity and 
nationality is experienced in Europe by migrant workers and new immigrants. 


In Africa, the meeting heard, conflict and power struggles between ethnic or 
tribal groups within national states are rampant and are on the increase. 
These conflicts and resulting discrimination are intensified and complicated 
by religious tensions between Islam, Christianity, and traditional African 
religions. 


The meeting heard that the United States faces growing resentment among whites 
to the numerical growth and aspirations of African and Asian-Americans, 
Hispanics and other groups. Indigenous peoples in Canada and the United 
States face continuing pressure on their lands and new forms of rejection of 
their identity as peoples in relation to the land were cited as examples of 
racism. 


Presentations from South America described the discrimination that results 
from the refusal to respect cultural and ethnic difference and_ the 
difficulties facing indigenous peoples. 


The disadvantages experienced by workers from India in Fiji, the plight of 
Buraku people (a kind of caste in Japan) and the discriminatory results of 
economic development with its accompanying denigration of non-modern cultures 
in the Western Pacific, were some of the ongoing manifestations of racism 
described by Asian representatives at the meeting. 


The meeting noted that manifestations of racism are increasingly complex 
because they are closely interconnected with many other factors such as the 
history of colonialism, economic development and disparities, the relations 
between men and women, and the concentration and use of power and religious 
differences. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.09 

KUWAIT: CHURCH GROWTH CITED, RELIEF AID MAIN FACTOR 

‘We have never before had such an open door in Kuwait', said Jerry Zandstra of 
Kuwait's National Evangelical [Reformed] Church. In the weeks just following 
the (Persian) Gulf war, congregations amounted to around 50. ‘But we have 
been getting 500 of late for communion services', added his wife. The 
Zandstras attributed the growth of their church to the church's involvement in 
community work such as relief assistance to the needy. Zandstra said that 
the church's relief effort has resulted in ‘favour for the church in the eyes 
of many in Kuwait'. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.10 
UK: CHURCH BODIES UNITE TO FIGHT HOUSING CRISIS 


Nearly 90 churches and church-related bodies across the denominational 
spectrum came together (11 December) to form the Churches' National Housing 
Coalition (CNHC), which was launched simultaneously in London and Glasgow. 
The aim of the Coalition is to encourage efforts by churches and individual 
Christians to help overcome ‘a housing shortage of crisis proportions' and to 
give housing higher priority on the political agenda. 


Robina Rafferty, director of the Catholic Housing Aid Society, one of the 
Coalition member bodies, said that after next year's general election the 
Coalition plans to organize a churches' lobby of parliament to press for 
greater expenditure on housing, and especially for a national, planned 
programme with cross-party agreement. 


Rafferty said there were almost 146 000 families classified as homeless in 
England, while another 100 000 families could find their homes being 
repossessed this year because they could not keep up the mortgage payments. 


Anglican Bishop Ronald Bowlby of Southwark, the Coalition's president, said 
that very few would dispute the general judgement that the situation with 
regard to homelessness was ‘a lot worse than it was five or ten years ago'. 


He urged both local and national governments to use what means they have to 
provide affordable housing to meet housing needs. ‘Ttctcan "tt De “lettre 
voluntary organizations or indeed to housing associations on their own', he 
said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.11 
CANADA: CONFIDENTIALITY OF CONFESSIONS JEOPARDIZED BY SUPREME COURT RULING 


Deliberating on the 1986 case of a woman convicted of murder on the basis of 
her confession to a pastor and a lay counsellor, the Supreme Court of Canada 
has ruled that confessions of criminal acts to clergy or counsellors do not 
hold the privileged status of conversations between solicitor and client. 


But, the ruling says, while confessions do not benefit from _ blanket 
protection, violating such confidences may impinge on freedom of religion. 
Decisions on whether they should be admitted during trials ought therefore to 
be made on a case-by-case basis. 


The court recognized a traditional reluctance to forcing clergy to testify 
against their wishes and suggested that ‘charging the cleric with contempt 
could bring disrepute to the system of justice’. 


At its last meeting, the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada 
approved a resolution affirming the absolute confidentiality of confessions 
and expressing unqualified support to clergy maintaining it. 


Clergy who do not wish to testify in court proceedings are protected by law in 
two of Canada's provinces; the Synod resolution directed the Church's National 
Executive Council to seek such protection in those jurisdictions where it does 
not now exist. 


The need to understand the Supreme Court decision 'so we know where we stand' 
was stressed by Anglican Archbishop Douglas Hambridge at a House of Bishops 
meeting last November. ‘A person confessing may have to be told his 
communication is not privileged', Hambridge pointed out. The Church should 
maintain its support to clergy who refuse to divulge confessions, he added. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.12 
HONG KONG CHURCH LEADERS VISIT CHINA, DISCUSS HUMAN RIGHTS 


A 19-person church delegation of the Hong Kong Christian Council visited China 
(16-23 November) and discussed with Chinese government officials issues of 
human rights and religious freedom in China, reports the Hong Kong-based Asia 
Lutheran Press Services (ALPS). 


During their meeting with Ren Wuzhi, the government official responsible for 
religious affairs, the visitors handed him a _ four-page situation paper 
outlining the delegation's concerns on religious and human rights in China. 


A member of the delegation, Koy Ying-Kwei, president of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Hong Kong, said Chinese officials admitted that there are 
deviations in some Chinese provinces and counties in implementing religious 
freedom. He said these deviations sometimes go undetected by the central 
government in Beijing. 


That feeling was also expressed by Bishop K.H. Ting during his meeting with 
the delegation. According to the ALPS report, Ting told the visitors that 
some of the provinces imposed severe restrictions on religious freedom because 
of the different administrative styles which exist among them. 


A white paper titled ‘Human Rights in China', issued last November by the 
Information Office of the State Council in Beijing (EPS 91.12.43), defended 
the Chinese government record on human rights and attacked Western countries 
for using the issue to play ‘power politics’. 


On religious freedom, the document said none of those detained on religious 
grounds were apprehended solely for their religious beliefs. Some were 
‘engaged in subversion against the state regime or in activities endangering 
national security’, while others ‘instigated the masses to defy state laws and 
regulations', the white paper said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.13 
CHURCH OPPOSES PLANS FOR JAPANESE PARTICIPATION IN UN MILITARY EFFORTS 


The 26th executive council meeting of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(the Kyodan), wrote to Japanese Prime Minister Miyazawa Kiichi expressing 
opposition to the proposed amendment to a law which will allow Japanese 
military to participate in United Nations peacekeeping efforts. 


The 15 November statement said the bill is linked to ‘military aggression’ and 
should not be passed. It added that instead, Japan should compensate all 
those who suffered under Japanese aggression during World War II. 


These include persons subjected to interrogation by Japanese authorities, 
Korean victims of the atomic bombings and women forcibly prostituted to 
Japanese military personnel. 


For Japan to speak of ‘international contribution' while ignoring its 
responsibility to these people is intolerable, the letter said, adding 'We 
strongly urge that you listen attentively’ to the protests by the Chinese and 
Korean governments over the proposed bill ‘and act immediately' to withdraw it 
from parliament. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.14 
EVANGELIST GRAHAM NOT TO RETIRE YET 
Evangelist Billy Graham has said he has no immediate plans to retire from his 
ministry. Graham, who turned 73 last November, said he found no reference in 
the Bible ‘where any of God's servants retired. So, I'll keep on going until 
God removes me ...'. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.15 
MEXICO: STATE GOVERNOR SIDES WITH PROTESTANTS 


In an unprecedented show of support for a beleaguered Protestant community in 
southern Mexico, the governor of the State of Chiapas has approved the issuing 
of arrest warrants for town officials responsible for evicting 25 Presbyterian 
families last September, writes Edgardo Moreno of the US-based News Network 
International in an 18 December report. 


According to attorney Abdias Tovilla, who represents Presbyterians evicted 
from the Chiapas communities of Saltillo and Las Margaritas, a meeting a week 
before between local officials and Chiapas Governor Patrocinio Gonzalez failed 
to exact an agreement allowing the Presbyterians to return home 
unconditionally. Nevertheless, Governor Gonzalez gave local officials 72 
hours to resolve the case or face criminal charges. 


Tovilla said local officials refused to rescind a 10 September order calling 
for believers to renounce their faith as a prerequisite for remaining in their 
respective communities. 


Protests lodged last September with the governor's office were reportedly 
ignored until early December, when Governor Gonzalez met with Protestant, 
Catholic and civic leaders (7 December) to discuss proposed constitutional 
amendments dealing with religious freedom. 


At that time, representatives of the Presbyterian community of Chiapas told 
the governor that while they generally agreed with the proposed amendments, 
they were concerned that basic constitutional guarantees already in place have 
yet to be respected and upheld by Mexican authorities. Chiapas has a long 
history of religiously-motivated evictions, with some 24 000 Protestant 
believers sent into exile or persecuted in one form or another since the 
mid-1960s. 


The 72-hour deadline for meeting the governor's conditions expired 15 December, 
without any concessions on the part of local officials. The next day, 
Gonzalez issued an order to begin legal proceedings against local officials 
responsible for the evictions. 


Presbyterian spokesperson Jorge Lopez Perez, national president of the 
Presbyterian Church in Mexico, said that he believed state officials want to 


‘resolve these problems and bring an end to this disorder. Nevertheless, 
lower level aides to the governor fail to take action when protests are lodged 
by individual believers. But in this case we hope the governor will act 


decisively to bring justice to our brethren.' 


In July last year (EPS 91.07.05), more than 300 Protestants fled their 
villages in the southern Mexican town of Oaxaca after a violent assault by 
townspeople hostile to the presence of evangelical Protestants. 


According to Britannica World Data, 92 percent of Mexico's population of 84 
million is Roman Catholic. Protestants, including evangelicals, account for 
three percent. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.16 

SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCHES GIVE ‘CAREFUL SUPPORT’ TO PEACE TALKS 

A statement issued just before the start of the multi-party negotiations in 
South Africa (20 December) by the South African Council of Churches (SACC), 
said the churches' contribution to the talks is to ‘support the process but do 
it very carefully'. SACC general secretary Frank Chikane said the role of 
the church will be to ‘safeguard the interests of justice’. The SACC 
attended the talks as an observer. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.17 
WCC OFFICIAL CALLS FOR EFFORTS TO STOP DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 


The discrimination faced by women has its roots in cultural forms which, in 
some countries, go as far as implying that ‘it is acceptable to deny education 
to girls, to deny them food in deference to their brothers, and to deliver 
them to the bondage of early marriage, premature child-bearing and other forms 
of dominance that deprive them of control of their own bodies’. 


These observations were made by Clifford Payne, director of the sub-unit on 
education of the World Council of Churches. He was addressing a conference 
on ‘Reaching the Hard-to-Reach: Health Strategies for Reaching Urban Young 
Women' held under the auspices of CHILDHOPE, a US-based body, (3-4 December) 
in Washington D.C. 


He said one of the ways to liberate women from this bondage is ‘to come out in 
support of democratic reform in repressive societies’ and ‘to lobby for laws 
and systems' guaranteeing that all human rights, ‘including the rights of the 
child, and in particular the girl-child', are respected. 


He noted that in order for the 1981 United Nations Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women, and the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child which was ratified by the UN in September 1990, to 
be effective, ‘we have to keep up the pressure through education and 
awareness-building programmes ... .' 


On the debt crisis, Payne said the heaviest price of Third World indebtedness 
to the industrialized nations is being paid by the children ‘with their 
lives'. He urged Third World nations ‘to bear their responsibility for this 
State of affairs', but noted that ‘members of the world's rich club must bear 
theirs as well'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.18 
RUSSIA: ORTHODOX SEMINAR SETS PRIORITIES FOR EDUCATION 


An international seminar on ‘Religious and Diaconal Education in the Russian 
Orthodox Church' held (7-11 December) in Moscow adopted five priority areas 
for the development of religious and diaconal education. 


The seminar, which was co-organized by the ROC's Department of External Church 
Relations and the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of 
the World Council of Churches, was attended by participants from the ROC's 
departments of religious education and catechization, publishing, theological 
academies, seminaries and colleges, and from the Orthodox Youth Movement. 


The meeting agreed to prioritize training in the areas of mass media and 
communication, educational supplies and catechetical literature, church 
ministry for lay persons, parish-level education and general theological 
training. Working groups whose mandate is to formulate programme guidelines 
for the five priority areas, were set up. The working groups will also plan 
an ecumenical ‘round table' to be held in the first half of this year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.19 

ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH PLEDGES ‘UNFAILING COMMITMENT' TO ECUMENISM 

The involvement of the Romanian Orthodox church in the ecumenical movement has 
given it 'great satisfaction’ and an opportunity to learn ‘new values', said a 
2 December letter from Patriarch Theoctiste on the occasion of his church's 
30th anniversary as a WCC member, to the ecumenical body's general secretary, 
Emilio Castro. The Romanians pledged ‘unfailing commitment' to the 
ecumenical movement and ‘to the confession of our Lord, Jesus Christ as God 
incarnate ...'. [EPS] 
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THREE WCC BOOKS CITED AMONG TOP MISSION STUDY BOOKS FOR 1991 

The ‘Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement', released in July 1991 by WCC 
Publications, was named among 15 ‘Outstanding Books of 1991 for Mission 
Studies' by the US-based Overseas Ministries Study Centre (OMSC), listed in 
the January issue of OMSC's International Bulletin of Missionary Research. 
Also included on the list were ‘Hindus and Christians: A Century of Protestant 
Ecumenical Thought', by WCC staff member S. Wesley Ariarajah, and ‘One Christ 
- Many Religions: Towards a Revised Christology', by Stanley J. Samartha, the 
Council's former director of interfaith dialogue. An OMSC press’ release 
commended ‘the authors, editors and publishers ... for their contribution to 
advance the cause of missionary research with scholarly literature’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.21 

USA: ECUMENICAL BODY SAYS HOMOSEXUALITY POSES 'GREAT SEISMIC FAULT' 

A report of the general board of the (US) National Council of Churches issued 
last November said the intense media focus on church debates over 
homosexuality is indicative of the issue's ‘pressing urgency' rather than a 
case of media ‘overkill’. The board's report was released after reviewing 
the application of the Metropolitan Community Churches (MCC), a predominantly 
homosexual denomination, for membership in the NCC. The report warned that 
given the heightened AIDS awareness and the activism of homosexual rights' 
groups, the homosexuality issue spanned ‘the face of American Christianity as 
a great seismic fault’. In acknowledging the unresolved nature of the debate 
over the issue, the NCC's board decided to postpone a specific recommendation 
concerning its future relations with the MCC. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.22 

SWITZERLAND: FIGURES OF VISITORS TO ECUMENICAL CENTRE RELEASED 

A total of 3150 people visited the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters 
of the World Council of Churches, in 1991, down by 376 over the 1990 
figures. Most of the visitors came in 114 groups - 2750 of them - compared 
to 400 who paid ‘casual visits’. Thirteen groups, whose programmes were 
organized by the WCC Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, stayed more than two 
days. Most visitors came from Germany, 687, closely followed by Switzerland 
with 686. Outside of Europe, the greater number of visitors came from the 
United States with 177, Korea 38, Brazil 26, Japan 12, and five from 
Malaysia. There were a total of 248 briefings for visitors held at the 
Centre, 96 conducted tours of the building and 60 film shows. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.23 

VANUATU: CHURCH BODY THANKS GOVT FOR DEMOCRACY, JUSTICE 

A 14 October statement of the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Vanuatu congratulated the government of Vanuatu for ‘allowing democracy and 
justice to prevail’ during the run-up to general elections in November last 
year. The statement urged the government to serve ‘the people first and self 
last' and prayed for the leadership ‘to peacefully govern the country to 
elections’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.24 

ANGLICAN LEADER TO PAY VISIT TO VATICAN 

Leader of world Anglicanism, Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, is to 
visit Rome this year, according to a report appearing in The Universe, a 
UK-based Roman Catholic weekly. No dates have been set for the visit. A 
likely subject to be discussed by the two leaders is the Vatican response to 
the final report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission 
(ARCIC I) which was released last December (EPS 91.12.76). The Vatican said 
in welcoming the report, that the document was a ‘significant milestone' in 
Catholic-Anglican relations and in ecumenism in general. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Evangelical Presence in Central America (Paul Jeffrey) 


(This item first appeared in Peru-based Latinamerica Press of 21 November, 
1991. It has been edited for EPS. Jeffrey is a Methodist minister working 
in Nicaragua. ) 


Over the past century, the character of evangelicals in Central America has 
been closely associated with the political interests of the local ruling elite 
and the dominant regional power, the United States. Slowly replacing the 
Catholic Church, which had provided ideological justification for the Spanish 
conquest and empire, Protestant and evangelical groups flocked to the region 
to provide the same service for neocolonialism. 


The occupation of Central America by missioners from the north has ebbed and 
flowed with the political demands of the times ... . 


Throughout Central America, charismatic and Pentecostal missioners have found 
fertile fields for their labours. El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala will 
all have evangelical majorities by the end of the decade. In Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica, a third of the population will be evangelical. 


While the first evangelical missioners who trooped to Central America found 
their most receptive audience among the poor, many of whom began to move 
slowly up the economic scale, in recent years conservative evangelical 
churches have spread their net among the middle and upper classes, and the 
harvest has been abundant ... . 


In El Salvador, this process accelerated during the prophetic ministry of 
Archbishop Oscar Romero. ‘The rich and powerful here turned their backs on 
the Catholic Church because of the preaching of Bishop Romero', Eliseo 
Rodriguez, a Lutheran pastor, said. Right-wing religious groups were quick 
to take advantage of the opportunity ... . 


Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez said, ‘the middle and upper strata of the 
population believe that the Catholic Church has sold them out because it 
concerns itself with the poor and is often critical of the military. On the 
other hand, the sects offer redemption for torture and murder’. 


The bishop's words also describe neighbouring Guatemala, where more than a 
third of the population is evangelical. During the murderous rule of Efrain 
Rios Montt, the evangelical sector mushroomed. Tens of thousands of poor 
people, largely Indian, converted to conservative evangelical denominations to 
save their lives. Remaining Catholic while the marauding military waged open 
warfare on Catholics - blamed by many in power for raising the consciousness 
of the oppressed indigenous majority - was too risky for many. 


In the years that followed Rios Montt's 17 months in office, the evangelical 
sector he represented has continued to grow in size and influence. Four 
hundred different groups have established 10 000 churches around the 
country. US missioners dominate the ecclesiastical landscape ... . 


With the election of President Jorge Serrano Elias, who comes from the same 
evangelical circles as Rios Montt but is considered a more sophisticated 
politician than the general, the Catholics' star continues to fall... . 


Although Honduras and Costa Rica are not torn by war, a similar outreach to 
wealthier sectors is being carried out by what some call the ‘megachurch' 
movement. [over] 


evangelicals/2 


Congregations like Abundant Life in Tegucigalpa and Comunidad PAS in San José 
provide the elite a politically conservative, liturgically comfortable 
environment ... . 


Many expected the end of Sandinista rule would open the floodgates to 
intervention by the US Christian right in Nicaragua. Indeed, since early 
1988, when Jimmy Swaggart preached in Managua's Plaza de la Revolucion, 
conservative US evangelists have pumped resources into the war-torn country. 


Yet the political transition to President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro came 
when the attention of US conservative activists was shifting from the 
confrontations of Central America to the dramatic events of Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union. Resources that would have come south to_- support 
conservative causes in Nicaragua instead headed eastwards ... . 


Nonetheless, the ascension of a neo-liberal government has given new courage 
to right-wing Nicaraguan evangelicals to strike out at ecumenical relations 
with mainline evangelicals ... . 


While evangelicals in Central America are well known for their phenomenal 
growth and conservative politics, another facet of the picture is little known 
outside the region. In the midst of fratricidal wars, some evangelical and 
Protestant leaders here have risked their lives to lower the tone of the 
fighting, to nurture dialogue and negotiation between warring parties and to 
establish the foundations for a lasting peace with justice when the shooting 
stops. 


In Nicaragua, evangelical leaders mediated between warring indgenous groups 
and the Sandinista government, bringing an end to the war on the Atlantic 
coast long before the warfare ceased in the rest of the country. In several 
other areas of the country, grassroots evangelical activists, organized in 
local peace commissions, lobbied both Sandinista forces and contra troops to 
respect the rights of non-combatants. Since the end of the war, those areas 
with active peace commissions have had less trouble with renewed violence from 
rearmed contras than areas with no organized church intervention. 


In Guatemala, evangelical peace-makers assumed an aggressive public posture 
after the signing of the Esquipulas accords in 1987. Forming the Permanent 
Christian Assembly, they participated in the national dialogue convoked by the 
government. Not content to make pronouncements, they launched the ecumenical 
Workshops for Life and Peace, a campaign of forums, marches, and seminars 
designed to nurture the commitment of Christians to the cause of peace... . 


Some evangelical churches in Guatemala, planted among the Indians by US 
missioners, have gained new relevance to the indigenous' struggle for survival 
Since becoming autonomous in recent years. Presbyterians in Chimaltenango 
and Methodists in El Quiché have pioneered new ministries and understandings 
of ecumenism. 


In El Salvador, some evangelicals have worked feverishly in the Permanent 
Committee for National Debate, a coalition of 80 church groups and popular 
organizations working to bring an end to the country's violence. First 
convoked in August 1988 by Catholic Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas, who 
withdrew once the group was formed, the committee includes leaders from the 
Lutheran, Episcopalian, Baptist and Reformed churches, along with evangelical 
organizations such as Alfalit. 


Evangelical leaders in the committee claim the churches' involvement with the 
popular sector is healthy. They profess that the church discovers its 
mission as it works for peace and justice immersed among the people ....[EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 
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The Council for World Mission is looking for a Director of 
Communications. For further information please contact the Director of 
Administration, Council for World Mission, 11 Carteret Street, London SW1H 9DL. 
Tel: 071-222-4214; Fax: 071-233-1747. 


The Life and Peace Institute, a Swedish-based international Christian centre 
for peace research seeks to employ a Director of Publications beginning 1 June 
1992. Application deadline is 10 February. Further information is 
available from Bernt Jonsson, Director, Life and Peace Insitute, Box 297, 751 
05 Uppsala, Sweden. Tel: (46) 18/16 95 46. 


The EPS index for 1991 is available on request. However, if you have asked 
for a copy in previous years, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2 


situation report (#2, 10 January) on Philippines Cyclone Thelma 


The Association of Evangelicals of Africa and Madagascar Dept of Ethics, 
Society, and Development will hold a Consultation on Health, Healing, and the 
Bible, 3-7 February, in Harare/Zimbabwe. More information is available from 
Gilbert Okoronkwo, AEAM, Box 49332, Nairobi, Kenya. Tel: 254-2-— 720220. 
Fax: 252-2-710254. 


The Nurses Christian Fellowship International European Regional Committee 
meets 14-16 February in England. More information is available from Ruth E. 
Lichtenberger, NCFI, Box 224, Warrington WAS  £S5EW, England. Tel: 
44-925-234718. Fax: 44-925-234719. 
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WCC DELEGATION TO YUGOSLAVIA REPORTS DEEP TENSIONS 


A World Council of Churches' delegation visited WCC member churches in 
Yugoslavia (4-8 January). The delegation was composed of Georges Tsetsis, a 
member of the WCC's Central Committee and representative of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to the ecumenical body's Geneva headquarters, and Hubert van 
Beek, a WCC staff member. The visit, which was planned to coincide with the 
Serbian Orthodox Church Christmas liturgies and celebrations, was the first by 
a WCC team since the outbreak of hostilities there. 


Within the Serbian Orthodox Church, van Beek said, there are differences of 
opinion on the war, though all agree that the conflict has reached an 
extremely critical stage and that the only hope is for the United Nations 
peace plan to hold. He cautioned, however, that negotiations for a political 
solution would be arduous and that no settlement would be possible without 
difficult concessions on both sides. 


Among those the delegation met were Patriarch Pavle, head of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church, bishops Basil of Srem, and Ireneus of Novi Sad. Others were 
Bishops Imre Hodosy of the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia and Andrej Beredi of 

the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (Lutheran), Pribslav 
Simic of the theological faculty at Belgrade and the mayor of Novi Sad. They 
also addressed the local press and appeared on a live tv Christmas broadcast 
in which they delivered a brief message. 


In discussions with Patriarch Pavle, van Beek said the church leader spoke of 
‘the suffering on both sides', a reference to the horrors inflicted by the war 


on both the Serbian and Croatian populations. ‘This is quite remarkable', 
said van Beek, ‘because there are people within and outside the church who 
have a much more one-sided view' of the conflict. He said those who express 


a ‘balanced view' of the situation would like to see dialogue entered into and 
‘this is a sign of hope’. 


He spoke of the sentiments within the Serbian Orthodox Church that the church 


is being misunderstood by the churches in Western Europe. He said he was 
constantly reminded that dialogue can only succeed when the Serbian point of 
view is taken into account. He said in many conversations with different 


people he detected that the recognition of Croatia by the European Community 
was seen as an action directed against the Serbian population. 


Asked about the conflict, a group of young people who had been singing in the 
choir during one of the liturgies, attended by the delegation, retorted ‘this 
is not our war'. As many as fifty per cent of the young people called up to 
fight in the Federal Army try to evade conscription, van Beek said. He said 
it is another sign of hope that so many young people do not support the war. 
On the other hand, he said, other young men join the armed forces as 
volunteers. 


Van Beek linked the tragedy of the conflict to the 'massacres perpetrated 
against Serbians more than fifty years ago', at the height of fascist rule in 


Croatia. After the Second World War, Communism. was imposed without 
reconciling the old differences. ‘But now Communism is gone and those old 
antagonisms are resurfacing', he said. Among the proposals the delegation 


made to the WCC is that the ecumencial body should continue to support 
attempts by the Conference of European Churches to promote dialogue between 
the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches in Yugoslavia, to send teams to help 
discussions involving church and non-church groups, and to make it possible 
for the Serbian Orthodox Church to communicate its position among WCC member 
churches. [EPS] 
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HONG KONG: CHURCHES BID TO FACE CHALLENGES OF 1997 


In the face of continuing uncertainty among the people of Hong Kong about the 
future, with the return of sovereignty over the island to China five years 
away, Tso Man-King, general secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council 
(HKCC), says he is encouraged by growing openness among churches and their 
leaders to ‘democracy, human rights and ecumenism' as well as growing 
confidence and willingness to commit themselves to remain in Hong Kong. 


During a visit to Geneva (6-7 January), Tso said that the exodus from Hong 
Kong, especially to North America, the United Kingdom and Australia, has 
Swelled to about 60 000 a year. Some estimates are that as many as 500 000 
will have left by 1997. Because those leaving are mostly middle- and upper 
middle-class professionals, Tso said, church membership, which is largely from 
this sector of society, has been hard hit. 


Christians make up 9.7 per cent of the population, equally divided between 
Protestants and Catholics, but account for 20 to 30 per cent of emigrants. 
Catholic authorities recently said some 5000 Catholics - about two per cent of 
the total - left Hong Kong in 1991. 


Tso himself returned to Hong Kong in 1990 after 22 years as a theological 
student and pastor in the US. The Shanghai-born general secretary, who moved 
to Hong Kong in 1948 when his father accepted a pastorate there, says he has 
pledged to stay in Hong Kong at least through 1997. 


In 1991 HKCC joined 30 other service organizations in a year-long 'We Love 


Hong Kong' campaign - including two major religious events - to encourage 
civic education, democratic participation and commitments to stay, especially 
among young people. Tso says he was heartened by the support and 


participation of the churches in the campaign, though he notes that many 
churches are more interested in maintaining prosperity and the status quo than 
in action for democracy and human rights. ‘The HKCC is walking a tightrope', 
he says. 


Despite the exodus, Hong Kong churches have embarked on an ambitious 
evangelistic campaign to increase the number of Protestant congregations in 
the city from 850 at present to 2000 by the year 2000. In this connection 
the 13 seminaries in Hong Kong have begun short-term training programmes for 
lay leaders - especially important, Tso says, because of the number of 
ordained ministers who have emigrated. 


In November, a 19-member HKCC delegation travelled to Beijing to meet with 
church and political leaders, including Ren Wu Zhi, director of the government 
Bureau of Religious Affairs, and Bishop K.H. Ting, president of the China 
Christian Council (EPS 92.01.12). Ren told the visiting group that his 
office has never interfered in religious affairs in Hong Kong and will not do 
so after 1997. Relations between religious organizations in Hong Kong and in 
China, he said, should be according to the principles of non-interference, 
non-subordination and mutual respect. 


An official of China's Hong Kong and Macau Affairs office reaffirmed the 
guarantees of religious freedom in the Basic Law, including the churches’ 
right to own and manage property, establish schools and seminaries, hospitals 
and social services, and maintain relations with foreign religious 
organizations. 


Ting suggested that relations between Hong Kong and China churches should be 
strengthened through more visits, sharing of financial and _ spiritual 
resources, joint programmes and exchanges of theological students. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.01.28 
EUROPEAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS SYNOD CALL FOR 'NEW EVANGELIZATION' 


A special assembly of the Synod of [Roman] Catholic Bishops for Europe ended 
on 14 December in Rome with a final declaration identifying the present as a 
‘kairos' moment offering a 'formidable challenge to continue the renewing work 
of God’. 


What makes this an ‘historic hour’, said the bishops, is the collapse not just 
of Marxism but of the social and cultural tradition of atheistic humanism. 


False absolutization of individual liberty, ‘practical atheism' and 
materialism all over Europe confront it ‘with the challenge of deciding for 
God anew’. A ‘new evangelization’ is needed - not a ‘programme to "restore" 


the Europe of the past, but a stimulus to recover Christian roots for building 
a civilization that is more Christian and thus more fully human'. 


Conference of European Churches (CEC) general secretary Jean Fischer told the 
synod that every believer and every church must be continuously evangelized. 
The meagre results of proclaiming the gospel freely in Western Europe in the 
past, he said, call for modesty and restraint, and the church divisions Europe 
exported to the rest of the world demand ‘a spirit of repentance and 
humility’. Fischer said evangelization should be ecumenical; a major 
obstacle to that is proselytism, ‘a venom that poisons relations between 
churches’. 


In his address to the synod, Church of Norway (Lutheran) bishop Even Fougner 
dismissed talk of returning to a homogeneous Christian Europe. For one thing 
there are now 20 million Muslims on the continent. Moreover, what is called 
‘Christian Europe’ was also the Europe of the Crusades, the Inquisition, the 
conquistadors and the persecution of the Jews. 


The bishops said the mission of proclaiming salvation in Jesus Christ has 
implications for all of human life. ‘In announcing and living the gospel, 
the church assumes at the same time the service of humanity.' Christians who 
wish to participate in building a new Europe should know the social doctrine 
of the church, including the tenet that the church, though it favours a 
‘correctly understood' democracy, can never be linked to a particular 
political system. 


They called for care in introducing market economy and free enterprise into 
Eastern and Central Europe, so that the freedom and dignity of working people 
are respected. ‘The start of the Single European Market is for us a call and 
a challenge: a culture of solidarity is required for dealing justly with old 
and new forms of poverty.' 


The concerns of several European Orthodox churches who decided not to send 
fraternal delegates to the synod (EPS 91.11.13, 12.19) were forcefully 
expressed by the representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, Metropolitan Spyridon Papagheorghiou of Venice. Orthodox 
churches, he said, have the impression that Catholics are distancing 
themselves from the ecumenical openness of the Second Vatican Council and 
consider the countries of Eastern and Central Europe as "mission 
territories’. The problems, Spyridon said, centre on the revival of the 
uniates (churches with Orthodox liturgical forms but in communion with the 
pope), especially in the Ukraine, and the establishment of 'parallel' Catholic 
ecclesiastical structures within what the Russian Orthodox Church considers 
its own territory. 


In reply, Vatican Secretary of State Angelo Sodano insisted that Rome did not 
have ‘the slightest intention of proselytizing’. Appointing apostolic 
adminstrators was a ‘provisional organizing structure’ to attend to urgent 
pastoral needs. [EPS] 
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ZAIRE: RC BISHOP ELECTED HEAD OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


The Zairean Roman Catholic Archbishop of Kisangani, Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, 
was elected President of Zaire's National Conference (12 December), according 
to a 23 December report from the Kenya-based All Africa Press Service.’ 


Monsengwo was elected following a stormy session of the National Conference 
which has been meeting on-and-off to try and resolve Zaire's political 
impasse. He obtained 1497 of the votes cast, compared to 767 gained by his 
closest rival. Monsengwo is an outspoken critic of the autocratic rule of 
President Mobutu Sese Seko. 


On 20 September, Monsengwo announced the withdrawal of his_ church's 
participation in the National Conference which openned in August’ (EPS 
91.09.36) ‘to wait until there was a real desire to work for reconciliation, 
truth and genuine democracy’. Although he did not blame anybody for ‘turning 
the proceedings into shambles', Monsengwo noted that the official organization 
and management of the conference ‘had neither reflected nor promoted the 
installation of real democracy'. 


Plagued by bickering between Mobutu and the opposition, the conference was 
subsequently suspended indefinitely by the organizing officials, citing 
‘security reasons' for the decision. The suspension sparked riots and 
looting in the country that left over 250 people dead. The official who 
suspended the conference was later forced out of the conference by angry 
delegates, most of them members of the opposition Holy Alliance or Sacred 
Union. 


The participation of Monsengwo and his church in the conference is seen as a 
crucial factor because of Catholicism's influence over Zaire's 35 million 
population. According to Britannica World Data, 48 percent of the Zairean 
population is Catholic. 


In October, WCC general secretary Emilio Castro wrote to the member churches 
in Zaire (EPS 91.10.31) expressing concern at the ‘'distressing' events 
unfolding in the country. He expressed ‘solidarity with those who have been 
made to suffer as a result of the social unrest'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.30 
WORLD METHODIST PEACE AWARD FOR BULGARIAN PASTOR 


The 1992 World Methodist Peace Award has been given to Zdravko Beslov, a 
Bulgarian Methodist pastor ‘for his efforts to bring reconciliation and 
healing in his country', according to an 8 January press release from the 
US-based World Methodist Council. 


The Peace Award, inaugurated in 1977, has been given to 14 individuals who 
have shown extraordinary courage, creativity and consistency in their efforts 
to promote human reconciliation and peace. 


The Awards committee cited Beslov for having the courage ‘to always tell the 
truth, as he saw it, regardless of the consequences; for his creativity, in 
holding the flock of his church in Bulgaria together in the face of harsh 
circumstances that threatened to scatter them...'. 


The 1991 award was given to Barbel Bhley, a Lutheran. Former President of 
the former Soviet Union Mikhail Gorbachev was given the 1990 Peace Award (EPS 
91.02.19), but the event was marred by the Soviet army crackdown in 
Lithuania. Joe Hale, general secretary of the WMC explained at the time that 


the award was given for Gorbachev's ‘accomplishments in the late 1980s'. 
[EPS] | 
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CASTRO OF WCC HAILS SALVADOREAN CHURCHES, PRESIDENT ON PEACE PACT 


Rejoicing over the 1 January 1992 pact bringing to an end the twelve-year 
civil war in El Salvador, WCC general secretary Emilio Castro on 2 January 
sent brief congratulatory messages to WCC member churches there and to 
president Alfredo Cristiani. 


The letter was one of several that Castro has written to Cristiani. In May 
1990 when the five Central American presidents signed the Esquipulas II Peace 
Accords, Castro sent a letter expressing the WCC's appreciation and hopes for 
peaceful resolution of the Salvadorean conflict. 


In February 1991, a letter protesting allegations linking several churches and 
church organizations directly to the armed opposition, the Farabundo Marti 
Liberation Front (FMLN), was sent to Cristiani from the Canberra Assembly. 
In the letter, Castro expressed concern about the security of church leaders 
and called on Cristiani to hear the people's cry for justice, peace and 
democracy. 


Heading a WCC delegation that visited El Salvador in November 1991 (EPS 
91.12.73), Castro reiterated the Council's fervent hopes for peace in a 
meeting with government representatives there. 


Only days after the 1 January agreement setting terms for a phased ceasefire, 
political and security guarantees, the WCC heard that an Episcopalian pastor 
had been abducted, and that members of the directorate of the National Council 
of Churches had received death threats. 


Writing to former WCC Latin America Human Rights Office (HRROLA) director 
Charles Harper, Episcopal Church rector Luis Serrano, tortured and jailed for 
six weeks in 1989, denounced ‘the horrible trick on peace played by the 
capture on 3 January of my colleague Ignacio Meza. 


‘The National Guard did the kidnapping but accuse the guerrillas', Serrano 
claimed. ‘Today in our country there are no guerrillas or Communists. All 
that is over, but the farce continues.' 


Having interceded twice in 1991 on behalf of harassed or abducted Salvadorean 
church leaders, Harper (now interim director of the WCC Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs) was quick to respond. 


On 7 January, he wrote to Cristiani reporting Meza's abduction and appealing 
to the president to ensure the latter's safe return. A second letter 
emphasized that world public opinion would most certainly condemn ‘any action 
or threat designed to obstruct the application of these accords', and urged 
the president to protect the lives of the threatened national council 
leaders. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.32 

ZIMBABWE: LUTHERAN BISHOP INSTALLED 

David Dubani Siphuma, 63, was consecrated new bishop of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe at a ceremony held in the southern city of 
Bulawayo (29 December). Siphuma was elected 5 October (EPS 91.11.06), 
bringing to an end nearly two years of power struggle. The ELCZ had been 
plagued by allegations of mismanagement of church funds and nepotism in the 
appointment of senior personnel. The colourful ceremony was attended, among 
others, by representatives of Lutheran churches from Sweden, South Africa, 
Botswana, and others from the Roman Catholic and United Methodist churches in 
Zimbabwe. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.33 
FRANCE: ECUMENICAL. BODY URGES CUTS IN ARMS EXPORTS 


Describing the arms trade as a ‘plague on our societies', the Council of 
Christian Churches in France has appealed to churches to go beyond verbal 
protests to ‘responsible prophetic action' for a ‘less threatening and more 
just' social order. 


In a statement published in December, the Council says controlling the arms 
trade is a matter not only of ethics but also of security. Noting that 'the 
Gulf War was a reminder that French weapons can be used against French and 
allied soldiers', the declaration calls on civil authorities to take balance 
and stability in the region of the purchasing country as the first criterion 
when authorizing sale of arms. 


Only defensive weapons should be exported, it adds, and the human rights 
situation should be taken into account before deciding to export arms. 
Military and scientific experts should improve ‘mechanisms of control, arms 
limitation accords and verification procedures’. 


In an appendix, the Council notes that those who defend the export of arms 
typically cite political, economic and social arguments, such as preserving 
jobs, improving the balance of payments situation, amortizing the costs of 
research and development, and reducing the unit cost of new weapons. These 
arguments are less weighty, the text contends, if one considers the level of 
direct and indirect state subsidies to the arms industry and the reality of 
non-payment by insolvent arms-purchasing countries (Iraq is a recent example). 


‘We are moving ineluctably towards a diminution of the number of persons 
employed in the arms industry', the text says, adding that the resulting 
social problems, ‘no matter how difficult for the personnel concerned, are not 
unprecedented in the recent social history of France. Clearly explained, 
accompanied by a social plan, spread out over time, reductions of personnel in 
the arms industry could be accomplished without major difficulty as they have 
been in other sectors of the economy'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.34 
ECUADOR: LATIN AMERICAN HEALTH SERVICES DIMINISHING, SAYS MEETING 


Neo-liberalism and the international debt crisis are depriving Latin American 
countries of health services and affordable health care. This declaration 
was made by over 50 physicians and health administrators who met in the 
Ecuadoran capital, Quito, 11-15 December, for a consultation organized by the 
World Council of Churches' Christian Medical Commission. 


The meeting was the first since 1982 to be organized in the region for 
Christian and secular health professionals. 


For the last decade, noted the participants, primary health care was one of 
the key international priorities, but for a variety of political and economic 
reasons was not integrated sufficiently into the goals for Latin America, nor 
succeeded to any degree. 


With governments trying to pay external debts, budgets for health services 
have been reduced, leading to privatization of health care, which few can 
afford. Continuing devaluation of local currency, few resources for new 
hospitals, equipment, and also medical training are compounding the problems, 
said the participants. The participants decided on three regional areas of 
work - to establish a stronger network in Central America, information 
exchanges and topical workshops for the Andean region, and more intra-country 
project work and exchanges in the Southern Cone area. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.35 
CONGO: TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY STILL THREATENED 


Having set a twelve-month time-frame within which to accede to multi-party 
democracy, the Congo was shaken in December by strikes for better living 
conditions, calls for a civil war, a number of attempted coups, and virulent 
exchanges between party leaders. 


In view of the worsening socio-political climate, the Congo Ecumenical Council 
member churches on 6 December issued an appeal - the third in six months - to 
Christians and all political actors to ensure the safe delivery of their 
nascent democracy. 


Sharp reactions against the transition government on the part of some 
political parties were provoked partly by a draft electoral law and more so by 
changes to the schedule for the forthcoming national elections. 


The government is suspected of attempting to exclude several candidates from 
the presidential race and of deliberately prolonging the transition period. 


Behind the calls to violence, civil strife and other action designed to 
unsettle the transition was the intention of certain political parties to 
force the government to withdraw the draft electoral law submitted for 
approval to the Supreme Council. Unrest also took the form of strikes that, 
in an already damaged economic context, paralysed numerous economic sectors 
for several days. 


The Ecumenical Council member churches (including the Roman Catholic, 
Evangelical and Kimbanguist churches and the Salvation Army) strongly support 
the democratic process and continue to be concerned about ‘the nation's moral, 
socio-political and physical deterioration’. 


It was undoubtedly their anguish on this score that caused them again to urge 
all Christians and political actors concerned about their country's future to 
take seriously their responsibilities, so that ‘money, diplomacy, manoeuvring 
and external pressures do not succeed in strangling the nascent democracy'. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.01.36 
‘BRAZIL: THEOLOGIAN TO RECEIVE HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD 


Brazilian liberation theologian, Leonardo Boff, is to receive a national human 
rights award later this month for his support to Christian base communities. 
The annual award is presented by the National Human Rights Movement (MNDH), 
which includes almost 250 groups working in defence of human rights across the 
country and which Boff helped found in 1982. 


Commenting on the choice, MNDH executive secretary Augustino Veit said it was 
‘a way of demonstrating our gratitude to someone who on several occasions has 
been deprived of a fundamental human right - liberty of expression - by the 
Roman Catholic Church’. . 


Constrained by the Vatican to a year of ‘polite silence’ in 1985, Boff was 
suspended in 1991 from his job as director of a cultural magazine and 
prohibited from publishing theological reflections for a year. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.37 
HISPANICS FUELLING EVANGELICAL GROWTH IN USA 


An article in the October 1991 issue of US evangelical magazine Christianity 
Today reveals that Hispanics are the fastest-growing ethnic, but also 
Protestant, group in the US today. 


Anglo-Peruvian journalist Andrés Tapia reports that more than 20 percent of 
the 21 million Hispanics legally in the US, as well as of the estimated 10 
million undocumented immigrants, are Protestant. The surge, he suggests, is 
due to continuing immigration, high birthrates, and massive (60 000 a year) 
defections from the Catholic church. 


Among push-pull factors responsible for the defections, Tapia mentions the 
importance of relationships in Latin culture and the fact that ‘the upheaval 
of immigration creates a need for familiarity and intimacy' to which the 
Catholic Church has failed to respond, while the evangelical focus on small 
groups and accessibility to God meets this ‘especially acute' need. 


Again, while the Catholic church has done little to ‘raise leaders from within 
the barrios', Baptists and Pentecostals recognize indigenous leadership and 
emphasize the priesthood of all believers - an opportunity that attracts 
Hispanics who have long struggled with powerlessness. 


Hispanic evangelical churches tend to respond directly to concrete needs, 
often taking up collections for needy families, while sermons speak to daily 
issues, and prayers focus on jobs or health. 


Other factors contributing to the defections, according to the article, are 
the image of America as a Protestant nation, Protestantism being associated 
with technology and advancement; the freedom in many Hispanic evangelical 
congregations to pray and preach in a style true to their cultural background; 
and finally, the fact that Latin America is experiencing a Protestant 
explosion of its own. 


The article notes the concern shown by Roman Catholic leaders, one sign of 
which was Pope John Paul II's 1987 visit to three US cities with significant 
Hispanic populations. Such concern was expressed by US specialist in 
Hispanic studies, theologian Allan Figueroa Deck, who recently told the 
nation's Catholic bishops: ‘If we miss this historic moment, the window of 
opportunity may close on us for many centuries to come'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.38 
USA: WCC PRESIDENT RECEIVES AWARD 


Bishop Vinton Anderson of the US-based African Methodist Episcopal Church and 
a president of the World Council of Churches, has been awarded the Black 
Achievement Award for Religion by Johnson Publications, publishers of Ebony 
magazine. 


The award was given in recognition of Anderson's election as a president of 
the ecumenical body. He is the first African-American to be elected to the 
position. 


Anderson has been active in ecumenical circles for several years. In y1972,% 
he was part of an ecumenical team that visited New Zealand and Australia for 
the WCC Programme to Combat Racism. Last year he was among the church 
leaders' peace mission that visited the Middle East just before the outbreak 
of the (Persian) Gulf war. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.39 

UGANDA: AFRICAN LEADERS URGED NOT TO CLING TO POWER 

President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda has urged African leaders ‘to stop 
clinging to power'. Museveni told a breakfast prayer meeting in Kampala (5 
December) that all power must be used for the glory of God. The prayer 
breakfast which met under the theme 'The love of God in government', was 
attended by several African leaders, including former Zambian president 
Kenneth Kaunda, who was swept out of power in the first multi-party elections 
in 17 years, last October. A similar prayer breakfast ‘for peace and social 
justice in Africa' was held in the Zambian capital Lusaka in 1990 (EPS 
90.12.49). [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.40 
USA: PRAYERS HELD FOR NOBEL PEACE PRIZE LAUREATE 
The (US) National Council of Churches joined a coalition of peace and 
religious groups in prayers early last December for the unconditional release 


of the Burmese Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi. The 46-year-old 
leader of the struggle for human rights and democracy in Myanmar has been 
under house arrest since July 1989. Her National League for Democracy won 


the election in May 1990 but the military government ignored the results. 
Special prayers were requested for 8 December through an NCC letter sent to 32 
member denominations, and to 200 inter-faith and ecumenical agencies. The 
letter suggested prayers for Aung San Suu Kyi and other political prisoners 
‘who have been incarcerated by a brutal regime for following their conscience 
and for calling on the military government to hand over power to the elected 
representatives of the Burmese people'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.41 

PERU: RC BISHOP CONDEMNS TERROR, CHIDES LIBERATION THEOLOGY 

Peruvian Roman Catholic Archbishop Augusto Vargas Alzamora of Lima has spoken 
out against political violence and poverty in Peru which has led to '‘'a 
dramatic lack of respect for life and human dignity', according to a report 
appearing in the 30 November edition of the UK-based Catholic weekly, The 
Tablet. More than 24 000 people are said to have been killed as a result of 
political violence in the past decade, and more than 3000 since 1990, 
allegedly by the Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru and the Maoist-Leninist 
grouping Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path). Alzamora, who was speaking during 
a series of ‘social days' in his diocese, also criticised liberation 
theology. He said the church did not need recourse to ideologies based 'on a 
vision which is reductive and equivocal of the human person'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.42 

CANADA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS REAFFIRM ORDINATION OF GAYS 

The bishops of the Anglican Church of Canada have reaffirmed their 1979 
guidelines allowing the ordination of celibate homosexuals. At the same 
time, the bishops, meeting in Mississauga, Ontario, (4-10 November), promised 
to study the issue further and to ‘consider appropriate dialogue ... with 
members of the homosexual community'. The discussion took place within the 
church's wider debate on human rights and human sexuality. There has been 
concern whether limitations in the 1979 guidelines are consistent with the 
proposed 'Human Rights Principles for the Anglican Church of Canada', to be 
submitted to this year's General Board. The document’ prohibits 
discrimination within the church on the basis of sexual orientation. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.43 
PANAMA: CHURCH GROUP TO REGISTER AS POLITICAL PARTY 
The National Unity Mission, an evangelical organization which was established 
at the end of last year, has announced plans to formerly register as a 


political party. The group has 10 000 members. Under Panamanian law, an 
organization seeking legal status must obtain the signatures of at least 
32 000 supporters. An estimated 250 000 Panamanians participate in 


non-Catholic Christian groups and churches. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Castro of WCC Sends Prayer to Africa for Epiphany 


[This is an abridged text of a letter sent (6 January) to the WCC member 
churches in Africa by General Secretary Emilio Castro on the occasion of the 
Feast of the Epiphany. ] 


It is not usual for the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches to 
write a letter especially to the member churches in a continent. But the 
circumstances in Africa are so extraordinary and the need for prayer so great 
that I feel moved to share with you my special thoughts and to uphold you in 


prayer and to commend you to the prayers of the ecumenical family. Ibias 
also fitting that I should do this for the special reason that Africa has 
occupied a pre-eminent place in my ministry recently. 1990 was a year I 


began with a visit to Ethiopia in January and in October 1991 we paid a 
pastoral visit to the churches in South Africa. 


As Christians we are now celebrating Epiphany. ... The traditional symbols of 
Epiphany are the baptism of Jesus and the adoration of the Magi. In both, 
the divine nature of Christ is proclaimed and, through him, the redemptive 


instrument of God is affirmed. It is not for nothing therefore that the 
Orthodox and Coptic churches among you mark this event with joy and 
celebration. I had the privilege of experiencing this exuberance during my 


visit to Ethiopia in January 1990. ... 


The wise men from the east brought treasures from their homelands as gifts. 
They came to pay homage, tribute and honour to the King of kings. In’ Christ 
the worlds meet; the kingdoms of the world are transformed into the kingdom 
of our God and King. In him there was no discrimination according to belief 
or tradition or culture. In him the world became one. ... 


The people of Africa have been guided by the star. They knew within 
themselves that democracy, justice and peace were essential for their 
well-being. People are tired of war and ceaseless strife. They want 
peace. They have had enough of repression and violence; political and 
economic instability and social insecurity. The people of Africa are proud 
people. People will not accept poverty and penury while they can see the 
corruption of their leaders. They can see no end to poverty even though they 
work hard. They may not be able to control famine caused by natural 
disasters but they have a right to demand fair prices for their commodities 
and just and participatory economic planning. ... 


There have been some encouraging signs. Throughout the length and breadth of 
the continent popular movements for democracy have erupted signalling a new 
revolution comparable to that which overthrew the dictatorships of eastern and 
central Europe. ... 


But this birth process is not without birth pangs. As tyrants) and 
dictatorships are set aside new policies and new visions must be set in their 
place. Fierce resistance may take place from those who fear the future. 


The church must accompany and guide the people in hope. ... 


I urge you then to continue your faithful service in the eradication of 
disease especially the scourge of the AIDS virus, accompany your people in the 


search for a democratic, just, peaceful and reconciled society. Be among 
them as they negotiate a new future. We at the World Council of Churches 
will continue in our acts of solidarity. In this we were challenged by the 


Africa plenary at the Central Committee sessions in Geneva in September 1991. 
~-- [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.45 
ECUVIEW: Migration Today: The Challenges for NGOs (I) (Patrick A. Taran) 


(Taran is secretary for migration in the World Council of Churches' Programme 


Unit IV (Sharing and Service). This is the first of a two-part item 
excerpted from Taran's presentation at the International Council of Voluntary 
Agencies meeting in Geneva, 2 October 1991. The second part will apppear in 


the next issue of EPS). 


Within the last two years or so, international migration of people has finally 
been recognized and acknowledged as one of the major dilemmas facing societies 
and governments world-wide. The mass movements of people, whether from South 
to North, East to West, within world regions, and even within countries, are 
now the subject of much governmental, UN, academic, media and popular debate. 


Perhaps more than any other factor, the international crisis following Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait last August placed the plight and vulnerability of millions 


of migrant workers in the news headlines around the world. That invasion and 
subsequent conflict resulted in the displacement of over one million migrant 
workers from those two countries in a matter of weeks. More recently, the 


mass exodus of Albanians towards Italy and Malta in March and June of this 
year dramatically brought the global reality of mass exoduses to European 
shores. ... 


Overall, current assessments calculate more than 100 million ‘people on the 
move' across the world today. This includes recognized refugees and 
large-scale forced internal displacement as well as other migration. THis 725 
some 2 per cent of the world's population, or one in every 50 human beings! 


The UNHCR currently cites a total of 17 million refugees world-wide. Various 
sources indicate between 15-20 million internally-displaced persons. These 
are included as they are generally denied the protection of their own 
government and in many circumstances would cross international boundaries if 
they could. ... 


There are also at least 30 million migrant workers in irregular situations. 
These are the undocumented immigrants or migrants working and _ surviving 


without legal permission to remain in the countries where they are. Termed 
‘illegal aliens' or similar by governments, they usually face even more 
exploitative conditions and hardships than those with permission. Sometimes, 


they are forced to accept conditions close to slavery as the alternative to 
being denounced to authorities and deported to situations which may be even 
worse. ... . 


Meanwhile, the Labour Migration for Employment Division of the International 
Labour Office (ILO) estimates some 25 million migrant workers’ spread 


world-wide. Around 18 million of these are calculated to be in Europe, the 
Gulf region and North America, 3 million in Central and South America, and one 
million in Asia and Oceania. Calculating an average of three dependants for 


each migrant worker, the ILO indicates a total world-wide migrant worker 
population of 100 million. ... 


Migration has long been a major feature on the African continent. Beyond the 
relatively better-known plight of Africa's five million refugees and more than 
Six million internally-displaced persons, there are an estimated three million 
migrant workers in countries other than their own. 


A most dramatic illustration of the often precarious situation of migrant 
workers in the region was given to the world in 1983 and 1984 when Nigeria 
abruptly expelled over one million migrant workers and family members, giving 
them little more than time to pack their clothes and get on buses or trucks to 
the borders. [over] 


migration/2 


Labour migration is now a growing feature within South and East Asia. Rapid 
industrial growth and economic expansion combined with relatively low rates of 
population growth have characterized Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea and 
Taiwan. As a result, these countries have been compelled to accept 
increasing numbers of migrant workers to meet labour shortages and to perform 
service jobs for which there are decreasing numbers of citizen applicants. 
For example, some two million foreign workers enter and leave South Korea each 
year. 


Migration among nations has been a major process within and from Latin America 
for decades now. The larger countries in the region, Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela, have been both lands of immigration and 
emigration. Each hosts today hundreds of thousands of temporary and not so 
temporary migrants from neighbouring states, particularly those relatively 
less economically-developed. Ironically, each has also been the origin of 
tens of thousands of migrants to other countries both within and outside the 
region. The USA, Australia, Spain and Italy have been major destinations for 
Latin American refugees and migrants. The numbers and conditions of these 
movements have been very difficult to document, or sometimes even to discern, 
due to the cultural and language similarities between countries. ... 


The European Economic Community is creating a common market for capital, goods 
and labour in its so-called 1992 accord. Creating the largest single-market 
area of the world of more than 300 million people assumes that future labour 
needs in one area or country can be met by labour available in other member 
countries, such as from Greece, Spain or Portugal, where unemployment is 
currently high. 


On the other hand, increasing numbers of refugees fleeing strife and migrants 
leaving desperate situations in other areas of the world are seeking to enter 
Europe. There are estimated to be over 900 000 foreign migrants and refugees 
in Italy, primarily from different African countries. Some 400 000 to 

500 000 are undocumented. There are similar numbers of refugees and migrants 
from Latin America and North Africa in Spain. 


Until last year, Asian countries provided up to 3.5 million temporary migrant 
workers in the Gulf states and other countries in the Middle East, 
particularly Saudi Arabia, Syria, the United Arab Emirates and, until 
recently, Iraq and Kuwait. While up to one million were displaced by the 
war, some of these are now returning. At the same time, hundreds of 
thousands of each Egyptians, Lebanese, Palestinians and Yemenis also comprise 
the migrant labour force in the region, along with many expatriates from 
Europe, other African countries and the Americas. 


Migration is also a reality across the vast Oceania or Pacific region. Many 
residents of Pacific island nations have emigrated to Australia, New Zealand 
and the United States in search of employment. An ominous consequence of the 
expected rise in sea levels due to ‘global warming' will be the eventual 
submersion of entire island nations. If current trends continue, tens of 
thousands of Pacific islanders will be displaced within some twenty to thirty 
years. ... 


There is a restrictive attitude by Western countries against granting refuge 
to persons fleeing war and persecution. The main features are plummeting 
rates of acceptance of asylum (refugee status) claims and the imposition of 
restrictions that prevent potential asylum-seekers from even getting to where 
they can file a claim. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 
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The Council for World Mission is looking for a Director of 
Communications. For further information please contact the Director of 
Administration, Council for World Mission, 11 Carteret Street, London SW1H 9DL. 
Tel: 071-222-4214; Fax: 071-233-1747. 


The Life and Peace Institute, a Swedish-based international Christian centre 
for peace research seeks to employ a Director of Publications beginning 1 June 
1992. Application deadline is 10 February. Further information is 
available from Bernt Jonsson, Director, Life and Peace Institute, Box 297, 751 
05 Uppsala, Sweden. Tel: (46) 18/16 95 46. 


The EPS index for 1991 is available on request. However, if you have asked 
for a copy in previous years, your name is on our mailing list and you will 
automatically receive a copy. Please do not re-request. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2 


Situation report (#2, 10 January) on Philippines Cyclone Thelma 


The Associaticn of Evangelicals of Africa and Madagascar Dept of Ethics, 
Society, and Development will hold a Consultation on Health, Healing, and the 
Bible, 3-7 February, in Harare/Zimbabwe. More information is available from 
Gilbert Okoronkwo, AEAM, Box 49332, Nairobi, Kenya. Tel: 254-2- 720220. 
Fax: 252-2-710254. 


The Nurses Christian Fellowship International European Regional Committee 
meets 14-16 February in England. More information is available from Ruth E. 
Lichtenberger, NCFI, Box 224, Warrington WAS5 5EW, England. Tel: 
44-925-234718. Fax: 44-925-234719. 


A list, with prices, of new books is available from WCC/Publications, Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from the National Council of Churches in the Philippines is the 
1992 NCCP Publications Catalogue. Copies are available from the NCCP, 879 
EDSA, Quezon City 1004, or Box 1767, Manila 1099, Philippines. 


Available from the World Association for Christian Communication, 357 
Kennington Lane, London SE11 5QY, UK, Tel: 71-582-9139, Fax: 71-735-0340, is a 
publication, Study and Action Programmes 1991-1995: Concepts and Priorities. 
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CASTRO OF WCC URGES TOTAL PEACE IN ETHIOPIA 


On the first day of his five-day official visit to Ethiopia at the invitation 
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 
Mekane Yesus (18 January), World Council of Churches general secretary Emilio 
Castro told more than 300 delegates to an inter-religious peace conference 
Organized by the EOC that the prayers and intercessions of the ecumenical 
movement for peace in Ethiopia have now been answered. (see related item 
EPS.92.01.53 in this issue). 


He said that he had come to Ethiopia with a delegation of five WCC staff 
members to ‘celebrate that peace’. At the time of his first official visit to 
Ethiopia two years ago (EPS 90.01.81), before the revolution which removed the 
Marxist-Leninist government of Mengistu Haile Mariam from power, Castro said, 
the Ethiopian people and the ecumenical movement at large were praying 
fervently for peace to return to Ethiopia. 


‘Today', he told the gathering, which included leaders and representatives of 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Greek Orthodox Church, the Lutheran Church and 
Muslim representatives, ‘some peace has now come to some parts of your 
country' and it now appears possible to achieve total peace based ‘on this 
potential’. 


Castro said religion has an important role in addressing the issue of ethnic 
and regional tensions which now affect Ethiopia. He noted that in Ethiopia, 
this issue is aggravated because the struggle for peace has been waged on 
regional and ethnic bases. He urged the participants to ask now for the 
burial of regional and ethnic differences to achieve total peace. 


The WCC general secretary challenged the churches to work towards the ‘revival 
of the Ethiopian economy, the co-operative movement and the recognition of the 
rights of the worker', adding that ‘all this works towards attaining peace’. 


The churches, he said, should work to create opportunities which will remove 
the young people from the streets and prevent their resorting to crime. 


Addressing an EOC church service to mark the end of the peace conference (19 
January), Castro affirmed the desire of the ecumenical movement to contribute 
to Ethiopian national reconstruction and ‘to make Ethiopia a fraternal 
place'. He added that many people around the world are watching Ethiopia, and 
that what ‘you achieve here will set an example to your neighbours in Somalia’. 


He described the conference participants as ‘the symbol of the Ethiopia of the 
future' and urged them ‘to take the responsibility to go back to the outer 
world and to the different regions of Ethiopia to share with the people this 
hope, this ideal, this dream of peace’. 


Preaching at an EECMY service on the same day, Castro said the presence of the 
WCC delegation, which included nationals of Uruguay, Lebanon, Armenia, Zambia, 
Tanzania and Ethiopia, was a symbol that ‘we all belong to the same family of 
God'. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.47 
BALTICS: IDENTITY NOT ECUMENISM FIRST PRIORITY FOR CHURCHES 


Transition to independence in the Baltic states is confronting churches there 
with challenges and opportunities that range from coping with a vast number of 
requests for baptism to sorting out the legal and human complexities of 
regaining church properties expropriated during the fifty years that these 
countries were part of the Soviet Union. 


All this is happening against the background of a desperate economic crisis, 
Says Elizabeth Salter, a WCC staff member for international affairs who was 
one of six members of a WCC-Conference of European Churches (CEC) delegation 
to visit Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania (9-16 January). Although the team saw 
nothing to indicate that people are starving, prices are rising rapidly, there 
are long queues for almost everything and many staples are simply unavailable. 


Salter says she hopes churches around the world will be able to find ways 'to 
show practical ecumenical solidarity with churches in the Baltics, especially 
on the matter of training new leaders, helping the church there to be the 
church'. An official report of the team's findings is expected in February. 


Besides Salter, WCC members of the team were Anna Marie Aagaard (Lutheran, 
Denmark), one of the WCC's presidents, John Briggs (Baptist, UK), a member of 
the Executive Committee, Bishop Jeremias (Orthodox, Poland), a former member 
of the Central Committee and K.M. George (Orthodox, India), a faculty member 
at the Ecumenical Institute (Bossey). CEC was represented by Hermann 
Goeckenjan, Director for European Affairs of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


With the new freedom in all three countries, said Salter, ‘people are coming 
back to the churches and Sunday schools in large numbers‘. But Aagaard noted 
that many of those whom the delegation met spoke of ‘a cultural-spiritual 
vacuum: the spread of consumerism, fascination with rich Western para-church 
groups, New Religious Movements and US groups like the Mormons'. Access to the 
media goes to those with money; and a recurring plea from the church leaders 
was that 'we need training of untrained enthusiasts’. 


Salter characterized church-state relations in all three countries as 
‘positive', but pointed to some difficulties in formulating legislation to put 
the evident ‘good will’ into effect. Official registration by parishes in 
Estonia and Latvia creates '‘ecclesiological' tensions, especially among 
Orthodox, she said; and frictions have arisen over returning to the churches 
properties which have been used for many years as businesses or residences. 


Even to speak of ‘the Baltics', Aagaard_ says, ‘tends to obscure the 
differences among the countries in size, population, ethnic mix, history, 
economy and church traditions'. Estonia and Latvia have predominantly Lutheran 
traditions; Lithuania was the main centre of Roman Catholicism in the former 
USSR. There are minority religious communities - including Orthodox and 
evangelical - in all three countries. But Salter added that the team detected 
‘a great desire to be even-handed towards all religions'. Cardinal Monsijo 
Sladkevicius of Viilnius (Lithuania) told the visitors that ‘among our 
freedoms is the freedom to seek the truth and to choose our own confession. We 
don't want an identification between church and state’. 


If Baltic churches are working together on what Aagaard describes as ‘the 
common challenge to design the transition from survival to a credible life of 
faith', ecumenism itself, she said, is not a high priority. Of the three, only 
Estonia has a council of churches; and Lithuanian Catholic, Orthodox and 
Protestant leaders who met with the team said it was the first occasion on 
which they had all come together. A frequent comment, said Salter, was that 
‘our identity was suppressed for so long under Communism that we need time to 
re-establish that before we come together’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.48 
GERMAN CHURCH LEADER URGES 'SELF-CRITICAL OPENNESS' ON HISTORY 


As controversy continues over relations between church leaders in the former 
German Democratic Republic (DDR) and the state security service Stasi, a 
leading clergyman has called on East German Protestant churches to demonstrate 
"self-critical openness' and offer a ‘nuanced presentation of their 
history’. Heino Falcke of Erfurt told the German Protestant press service 
EPD that the churches’ hesitations and halfheartedness about unveiling the 
past had fostered sensational ‘revelations' in the media about the Stasi 
connections of leading church representatives. 


The issue has become especially sensitive since publication in December of a 
book on the subject by two Berlin theologians, Gerhard Besier and Stephan 
Wolf. Falcke said the chief value of the book, which has been widely 
criticized in official church circles, lies in its publication of source 
documents showing how Stasi put pressure on people and infiltrated church 
leadership. . 


The book's shortcomings, he said, include too great a dependence in its 
introduction on Stasi documents without taking into consideration the views of 
the church leaders. Already through pre-publication excerpts, said Falcke, 
the book has been put to political use, taking on the character of an exposé 
that provides ammunition for political and church-political interests - 
‘obviously to discredit the Protestant churches in the DDR in general and to 


demonstrate that their role in the autumn revolution of 1989 is a myth’. He 
suggested that some people are afraid of a church that is critical of society 
and wishes to change it. According to Falcke, the church's credibility 


depends not on its being sinless, but on its dealing with its guilt in a 
different way from the world. Worse than a guilty church is a ‘church of 
whitewashers'. 


The choice facing the church in the former DDR was not a simple one of 
collaboration or opposition, Falcke says. In many cases, it was a conflict 
‘of two strategies for changing things’. Some church leaders wanted to 
achieve changes from above through tenacious, patient conversation with the 
government; many groups, by contrast, wanted to do so through public criticism 
and actions ‘from below’. 


Asked whether the churches in the DDR did not in fact stabilize the system, 
Falcke insisted that ‘here, too, things are more complicated than those who 
paint in black and white would like’. Did West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
not stabilize the DDR when he received former East German leader Erich 
Honecker with honours in Berlin, Falcke asked. 


An unstable DDR, says Falcke, would have been a threat to freedom in the 


middle of Europe. ‘But we said again and again that the real stabilizing of 
the DDR would come from humanizing, easing the lives of _ people, 
democratization, permission to travel. In the ecumenical assembly of the 


churches for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation in 1988 and 1989, we 
called for transformation of DDR society and formulated basic principles for 
at. That was an important preparation for the autumn revolution in 1989'. 
In Stasi documents recently published, Falcke himself is identified as an 
‘enemy of socialism’. He was made aware of that in many ways, he says. 
‘But I was far from the only person seen and treated in that way.' 


The presence of '‘enemy-images' like that, he suggested, should not now be 
continued by seeing ‘yesterday's disqualification as today's qualification. 
We worked hard, in opposition to the DDR state functionaries, to break through 
enemy-images. Our concern was to make it clear in any criticism or 
controversy that we were seeking the shalom of the land and the welfare of the 
people and should not be considered a fifth column of capitalism’. [EPS] 
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CUBAN LEADER MEETS WITH CHRISTIAN DELEGATION 


In a gesture of solidarity, a delegation from the US National Council of 
Churches (NCC) and representatives of ecumenical councils from Canada, Latin 
America and the Caribbean met in Havana (9-12 December) with Cuban Protestant 
leaders. During the visit, the delegation also had a four-hour meeting with 
President Fidel Castro. 


Representing the World Council of Churches were Eunice Santana, president, and 
Paulo Ayres, a member of the WCC's Central Committee. 


In worship, in bilingual reflections and discussions, the 153 participants 
shared faith, ideas and strategies of how they could work together, 
particularly on behalf of Cuban Christians. 


According to a NCC press release, Orestes Gonzalez, president of the 
Ecumenical Council of Cuba (ECC), acknowledged that internal mistakes and the 
disintegration of the Soviet bloc, Cuba's main trading partners, were 
important factors in the economic crisis facing Cuba. But, he noted, the 
continuation of the US economic blockade on such essential items as food and 
medicine is tilting the balance from difficult to desperate. 


Cubans refer to the current time of economic crisis as the 'special period’. 
For most of them, it means crucial shortages, particularly of food, soap, 
medicines and oil. Gonzales called the blockade ‘anti-Christian and 
anti-human’. 


A member of the delegation, United Methodist bishop Melvin Talbert, told the 
meeting of the image of God ‘hugging a world where there is alienation, 


misery, strife and pain’. But people of faith must be God's instrument, he 
said. ‘We must be a bridge to let people know their lives can be made whole 
again'. 


General Secretary of the (US) National Council of Churches, Joan Brown 
Campbell, said the witness of Cuban Christians is an example of strong 
faith. "They have suffered much and struggled very, very hard in a system 
that basically has not supported their witness’. 


But the Cuban system has become more flexible toward Christians in recent 
years, beginning, Cubans agree, with a visit by Jesse Jackson in 1983. A 
meeting between President Fidel Castro and the Cuban Ecumenical Council on 

2 April 1990 marked ‘a new point of departure for the churches', said Gonzales. 


The culmination of the new acceptance came with the Fourth Congress of the 
Cuban Communist Party in October last year, when it was decided that religious 
people could join the Communist party. While Christians did not ask for 
membership, according to Raul Suarez of the ECC, the decision means the party 
is admitting it 'had committed an error by associating the state with atheism’. 


The Cuban Ecumenical Council represents the majority of Cuban Protestants, 
estimated at about 10 percent of the 10 million population. 


Among the recommendations from the four days of deliberations, information 
briefings, dialogues, worship moments, prayer, and the four-hour meeting with 
Fidel Castro, the participants agreed: that the economic embargo by the US 
against the only socialist state in Latin America needed to be lifted, and 
that the churches would help in providing humanitarian aid. They also 
committed themselves to establish alternate channels of information to convey 
the Cuban reality, to extend this ecumenical dialogue to include Roman 
Catholics and evangelicals, and to support the Cuban churches and communities 
in and outside Cuba in an effort to stimulate a spirit of reconciliation and 
unity. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.50 
GERMANS, OTHERS TO FINANCE ECUMENICAL PROJECT IN BURMA 


Representatives of churches and ecumenical bodies meeting in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, in late November agreed to a request from the Myanmar (Burma) 
Council of Churches for funds to build a new five-storey ecumenical centre in 
the capital Yangon (Rangoon). Ninety per cent of the money will come from 
German churches. 


The Myanmar council's offices are currently in the Central YMCA building in 
Yangon. The origins of the council go back to 1914, under British rule. It 
became independent in 1949, 


A new building will provide a visible presence for the ecumenical work of 
Myanmar's churches at a time of increasing tension and suffering in the 
country, says Park Kyung-Seo, secretary for Asia in the WCC's programme unit 
on Sharing and Service. Myanmar has been in the news recently after the 
award of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize to opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 
She has been under house arrest since 1989 and was not permtked to travel to 
Oslo to receive the prize. 


Christians make up just under five per cent of the population of Myanmar, 
nearly ninety per cent of which is Buddhist. The Muslim population is around 
four per cent and adherents of traditional religions about one per cent. 


Following civil disturbances in 1988, Buddhist and Christian leaders worked 
closely together in efforts at reconciliation within the country, but their 
coalition was dissolved by the military leadership. Church leaders again 
publicly expressed their concerns about religious liberty and human rights 
last August, but once more they were dispersed by force. Many Christian and 
Buddhist leaders then fled Yangon towards Thailand and Malaysia. Some were 
arrested and returned to the capital; others managed to join a growing number 
of exiles from the country. 


Representatives of Asian churches, the Christian Conference of Asia, the WCC 
and partner organizations from Europe and North America met in Penang, 
Malaysia, just before the Kuala Lumpur meeting to discuss how to demonstrate 
ecumenical solidarity with the churches in Myanmar and with expatriates, many 
now living in Bangkok. Disseminating information about the situation and 
helping to build networks among expatriates were identified as two priorities. 


A December report by Amnesty International charged the country's military 
leaders with a campaign to annihilate the opposition by arrests (Amnesty says 
there are more than 1500 political prisoners) and by legislation designed to 
eliminate political activity by those who won democratic elections in 1990. 
Among the laws, says Amnesty, are vague provisions according to which persons 
proposing a non-violent transfer of power can be arrested for treason. Led 
by Aung San Suu Kyi, the National League for Democracy won those elections by 
a large majority, but the military leaders have since refused to transfer 
power to a civil government. 


According to Park, there is a new readiness among Asian churches to speak out 
prophetically on human rights issues. 'Formerly', he says, ‘human rights 
struggles had a high profile only among the churches in Korea, the Philippines 
and Taiwan. Now, step by step, that concern is spreading to churches 
elsewhere. In many countries the level of injustice and suffering among the 
people has simply become unendurable'. Since the beginning of 1991 the WCC 
has been coordinating support for a special fund to help victims of human 
rights violations in Asia through advocacy and actions of solidarity. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.01.51 
KENYA: ECUMENICAL BODY LAUNCHES POLITICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMME 


Following the introduction of multi-party politics in Kenya, the National 
Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) has embarked on a programme to educate 
Kenyans on the democratic changes taking place in their country. The 
programme also aims at urging them to participate actively in the political 
process. 


In the first of a series of advertisements in the local daily newspapers 
published 27 December, the NCCK said it welcomed the signs of democracy in 
Kenya, but added that the introduction of multi-party politics was by no means 
the only and final solution to the political, social and economic problems 
facing Kenya. 


The NCCK said it believed the glory of God would be manifested in the coming 
changes which, it hoped, would safeguard human dignity. 


In the second advertisement pulished on 3 January, the NCCK said stable 
democracies are characterized by, among other things, free, fair and regular 
elections, an impartial civil service, a neutral army, an impartial judiciary, 
a separation of powers of the judiciary, executive and legislature, freedom of 
the press, speech and association, and the rule of law. 


The NCCK urged eligible voters to register, belong to a political party of 
their choice and to vote. 


In a separate development, outspoken Presbyterian minister Timothy Njoya said 
(1 January) that 1992 would be a year of jubilation and democracy in Kenya and 
urged Kenyans to grant amnesty to oppressive leaders who would be removed from 
power. He was speaking at a prayer session organized for the opposition 
party, the Forum for the Restoration of Democracy (FORD). 


Njoya appealed to President Daniel arap Moi to release all political prisoners 
and order Kenyan embassies abroad to issue passports to Kenyan exiles to 
enable them to return home to participate in the current political process. 


Relations between the Kenyan government and church leaders have not been 
cordial for many years. The churches have been in the forefront for 
advocating a return to plural politics, while the government has accused the 
churches of assuming the role of the opposition. 


On 3 December (EPS 91.12.77), a special conference of the ruling party, the 
Kenya African National Union, announced it would end its 10-year monopoly on 
Kenyan politics by allowing the formation of opposition parties. Since then, 
several parties have mushroomed in preparation for the first multi-party 
elections expected to be held this year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.52 

FRANCE: NEW LAW ON BIOETHICS CHEERS CHURCH BODY 

The French Protestant Federation has welcomed proposed legislation on 
bioethics scheduled to be debated by parliament in its spring session. Three 
draft laws - on protection of the human body, public health and the ethics of 
research - strike a balance between ‘an excess of legislation and the present 
juridical vacuum', according to the Federation. In a statement released on 
24 December, the Federation praised the proposals for clearly specifying 
ethical responsibility without threatening ‘the diversity of moral traditions 
which coexist in our society’. Particularly important, it said, is a strong 
reaffirmation of the principle of non-commercialization of human body parts 
and genetic material. [EPS] 
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ETHIOPIA: RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE A BLESSING FOR MISSIONARY WORK 


[This item by Donald D. Martin has been adapted from the US-based Baptist 
Press. ] 


A year ago, a Christian conviction in Ethiopia meant serving time in prison, 
not church. But since the collapse of the African nation's communist 
government last May, Christians and missionaries have enjoyed religious 
freedoms unimaginable under former President Mengistu Haile Mariam's 
dictatorship. 


The Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front took power in Addis 
Ababa and ended 30 years of civil war. Before that, Christians often had to 
worship in secret to avoid arrest for holding illegal religious services. 


About a year ago some members of the Baptist church in Debre Berhan were 
arrested for illegal worship. 


A Baptist missionary, Sam Cannata, who served as a medical doctor in Ethiopia 
from 1968 until he was sent out by the last government in 1974, said 
Christians can now evangelize and worship openly. Missionaries can travel 
freely and visit churches outside the capital, Addis Ababa. Before, the 
missionaries often were hindered by tight government travel restrictions. 


Cannata has since returned to Ethiopia to continue with his missionary work. 


Although the civil war is over, the threat of violence is still part of life 
in Ethiopia. ‘Outbreaks of lawlessness are increasing. Armed robbery 
plagues parts of the country', Cannata said. 


Gunmen frequently disrupt distribution of relief food supplies bound for 
refugee camps. Armed robbers have shot at food convoys; two convoys from the 
port city of Djibouti were hijacked. Because of this, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees said thousands of tons of food are rotting on 
arrival piers. 


Similarly grave reports about Ethiopia's desperate financial condition and 
growing ethnic tensions appear regularly in news reports from the country. 
But the resilience of the local church continues to sustain Cannata's optimism. 


"Yes, the Christians of Ethiopia have had times of severe persecution', said 
Cannata. "But they've found in those times great spiritual blessings'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.54 
DENMARK: FORMER WCC STAFF MEMBER DIES 


A former staff member of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, Jens T. 
Thomsen of Denmark died on 28 December following a heart attack four weeks 
earlier. He was 75. At the time of his death, Thomsen was general 
secretary of the Copenhagen-based relief and aid agency, Danchurchaid. He 
was scheduled to retire from the position at the end of 1991. 


Thomsen joined the WCC in 1959 as secretary for the WCC's Third Assembly in 
New Delhi in 1961. In 1962, he became secretary in the then-Division on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. In 1966 he was appointed WCC 
assistant general secretary, a position he held until he left in 1973. [EPS] 
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FRENCH CHURCHES CAMPAIGN AGAINST FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING IN THE PACIFIC 


Rallying to the call of the European solidarity movement with Pacific peoples, 
French Protestant churches are working to mobilize support for a campaign 
against French nuclear-testing in the Pacific. 


The 'Stop Tests!' campaign argues that military and nuclear might are not the 
answer to today's pressing economic, social and political problems, and that 
the presence of a French experimental nuclear station in the Pacific violates 
the human rights of the region's inhabitants. 


Encouraged by the French Protestant Federation and Pax Christi, numerous local 
groups are currently gathering signatures to a petition calling for an 
immediate one-year French moratorium on tests, similar to the one promised by 
Russia, and currently being considered by the USA, Britain and China, as a 
preliminary measure before starting negotiations on a total testing embargo. 


Pending agreement on a total halt, the petition asks the French government to 
sign a 1963 treaty guaranteeing certain limits to testing. It also demands 
that the French government undertake a thorough scientific evaluation of the 
ecological, health, economic and social damage caused by France's nuclear 
presence in the Pacific since 1963, and compensation for all test victims. 


The ‘Stop Tests!' calendar includes a 1 March meeting with South Pacific 
anti-nuclear activists including church representatives, anti-nuclear 
demonstrations 10-17 April on test sites in Nevada, USA, a 22 April Earth Day 
celebration, and a 27 April commemoration of the anniversary of the Chernobyl 
disaster. The campaign will close on the anniversary (2 July) of the first 
French nuclear test on Mururoa in 1966. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.56 
CHRISTMAS NOT CELEBRATED IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, SAYS COMMITTEE OF NGOs 


A press release issued just before Christmas by tthe Jerusalem-based 
Co-ordinating Committee of International Non-governmental Organizations said 
many Christians in the Occupied Territories were denied access to evening and 
Advent church services and novenas because of the Israeli-imposed curfew. 


"Church bells' were ‘silent and the call to prayer' went ‘unanswered in the 
Nablus, Hebron and Ramallah areas. Rather, Israeli army loudspeakers shout 
out nightly curfew orders, and extremist Israeli settlers rampage through 
Palestinian cities, said the CCINO, whose membership includes Christian church 
bodies. 


The release added that the Israeli army imposed tough new restrictions which 
severely disrupted everyday life in the Occupied Territories ‘to an extent not 
seen since the blanket curfew imposed during the Gulf war' 


It said during the first two weeks of the Christmas season, Palestinians in 
the Ramallah/El-Bireh area were confined to their homes under the 24-hour 
curfew imposed in response to the shooting-to-death of an Israeli settler on 

1 December. Almost 100 000 people living in the area were under effective 
14-day house detention, said the CCINO. 


'Christians of all denominations are faced with the possibility of having to 
cancel the Christmas eve and midnight services in Ramallah and Nablus due to 
continuing restrictions on movement', said church leaders at the time. [EPS] 
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SOUTH KOREAN CHURCH LEADERS, WCC MAKE FIRST VISIT TO NORTH KOREA 


The head of the National Council of Churches in [South] Korea (NCCK) and a WCC 
staff member have made the first official visit to North Korea by South Korean 
church leaders. 


NCCK general secretary Kwon Ho Kyung, and Park Kyung-Seo, secretary for Asia 
in the WCC's programme unit on Sharing and Service, visited Pyongyang from 7 
to 13 January at the invitation of the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) of 
the Democratic People's Republic of [North] Korea (DPRK). 


They discussed issues of concern to Christians in both parts of the divided 
country, including concrete plans to follow up together the recommendations of 
a meeting of North and South Korean Christians in Glion, Switzerland, in 
December 1990. 


That consultation marked the third time since 1986 that church delegations 
from North and South Korea had come together at the WCC's won + tation to 
discuss peace on the Korean peninsula. 


Along with general secretary Ko Gi Jun and Kim Un Bong of the KCF, Kwon and 
Park were invited to a luncheon by DPRK president Kim I1 Sung. The president 
encouraged peace initiatives by the Christian churches of North and South 
Korea, including plans to celebrate a Jubilee Year in 1995. During the trip, 
Kwon preached at the Bongsu Church in Pyongyang. 


Park described the visit as ‘a significant historical breakthrough to overcome 
the impasse in Christian relations between North and South Korea’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.58 
EUROPEAN PROTESTANT ASSEMBLY TO MEET, CHRISTIAN UNITY ON AGENDA 


About 200 representatives of Protestant denominations from all over Europe are 
expected to gather (24-30 March) in Budapest for the ‘European Protestant 
Assembly', according to a 14 January letter from the organizers. 


The assembly, which will meet under the theme ‘Christian responsibility for 
Europe', is in fulfilment of a call made in August last year by about 70 
leading churchmen and women in Basel, Switzerland, to convene the ‘European 
Protestant Assembly' to consider how Protestant churches can assume their 
responsibility for Europe. 


The letter says that the European Protestant Assembly ‘wants to strengthen 
the common Christian witness in Europe. God's word should be made known in 
such a way as to be a help to people who are experiencing various kinds of 
hopes and anxieties in the face of tremendous changes in Europe.’ 


The letter adds that the major concern of the assembly is a Protestant 
response to such problems as secularism, nationalism, and minorities. ‘An 
exchange of ideas between Protestant majority churches and minority churches 
in Europe is considered vital in order to come to terms with Christian 
responsibility for Europe within the context of global changes.’ 


The assembly, says the letter, will also contribute to the preparations of the 
General Assembly of the Conference of European Churches to be held in 
September in Prague. [EPS] 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH CAUTIOUS ON CHANGES, HAILS NEW COMMONWEALTH 


A statement issued (27 December) by the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church said the church views the disintegration of the former Soviet Union 
with ‘anxiety’. 


The statement said ‘our people who lived together for centuries' have decided 
‘their own destinies' and that the church ‘being responsible for its 
multi-national flock, looks with anxiety and preoccupation at this choice'. 


The Synod said the self-determination of the republics which were parts of the 
Soviet Union is a reaction to the domination of the totalitarian national 
policy over many years when the natural wish of peoples to live according to 
their own traditions and aspirations was suppressed. 


Affirming that the changes will effect ‘a restoration of what was destroyed 
amd lost in the life of the people', the Synod cautioned that the new 
Situation should not be used _ to ‘create artificial obstacles of 
misunderstanding and alienation among peoples united together through many 
historical, religious and cultural links. 


The statement also expresses concern that ‘the historical community and 
fraternity of Slavonic nations baptized in the same baptismal font should not 
be destroyed’. 


The Synod said the Moscow Patriarchate undertakes its ministry not only in 
Byelorussia, Russia and Ukraine, but also in many parts of Europe and Asia. 
'That is why we take care of our brothers and sisters living outside the 
historical Slavonic lands.' It added that its ministry also extends to the 
creation of friendship, cooperation and mutual enriching of people of 
different faiths, ethnicities and convictions in the Baltic states, Moldavia, 
Transcaucasia, Kazakhstan and Central Asia. 


On the creation of the Commonwealth of Independent States, the Synod said it 
welcomed this ‘as a rather realistic form of keeping the community of nations 
in the context of today’, noting that the success of the Commonwealth will 
depend on the ‘implementation' of the Alma-Ata agreement. 


The Synod statement concluded that the main task of ‘all transformations 
taking place' now should be the achievement of peace, justice, spiritual 
freedom and the provision of a worthy mode of life of the people of the former 
Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 92.01.60 
CHRISTIAN UNITY EXPRESSED THROUGH WEEK OF PRAYER 


At its meeting in Canberra/Australia, 7-20 February 1991, the Seventh Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches affirmed the central importance of the search 
for Christian unity within the life and work of the World Council of Churches. 


In fulfilling that affirmation, a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was 
observed (20-24 January) by the WCC staff and those of other bodies housed in 
the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


Among the preachers during the Week of Prayer were Michel Kocher, a Swiss 
minister, sisters Christel and Anne-Emmanuelle from the Grandchamp community, 
Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop Amédée Grab of Geneva, Basil Kotrotsios of the 
Greek Orthodox parish of Chambésy, and administrative staff of the WCC. [EPS] 
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ZAMBIA: PRESIDENTIAL MOVE ANGERS RELIGIOUS LEADERS 


A 30 December decision by the new Zambian president Frederick Chiluba to 
declare Zambia a Christian country has elicited criticism from both Christian 
and non-Christian bodies. 


Chiluba became Zambia's second leader since independence in 1964, following a 
landslide victory of his Movement for Multi-party Democracy party last 
November. Former president Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia's leader for 27 years, was 
ousted in that election. 


A confessed born-again Pentecostal, Chiluba told participants at a prayer 
meeting organized at his official residence in the Zambian capital Lusaka that 
‘Zambia is a Christian country with a tolerance to other religions’. He 
added: ‘I, on behalf of the people of Zambia, hereby declare that Zambia is a 
Christian country. The hour has come to wake up from our slumber because 
salvation is near.' 


The Zambia [Roman] Catholic Episcopal Conference said it was ‘concerned by the 
proclamation of Zambia as a Christian state', and felt that ‘all Christian 
churches should have been consulted instead of turning them into mere 
spectators’. 


The Christian Council of Zambia said it was worried by Chiluba's appointment 
of two church ministers to be minister and deputy for the government ministry 
of information. . 


The United Islamic Organization (UIO) which co-ordinates Islamic activities in 
Zambia said in a statement that the Zambian leader should clarify the 
government's stance towards minority religions. This, the UIO said, was 
necessary ‘to guard against smaller religions from being harassed’. 


About 72 per cent of the Zambian population of 8.5 million is counted as 
Christian. There are an estimated 20 000 Muslims. The remainder of the 
population is counted as animist. [EPS] 
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CANADA: TWO CLERGY RETAIN THEIR MINISTERIAL POSTS 
Two United Church of Canada ministers who were removed from their positions as 
a result of accusations of sexual harassment have been given their jobs back 


by a civil court. Jack Hobbs of Lanark, Ontario and Ross Davis of Arnprior, 
Ontario, were not treated fairly, or dealt with properly under procedures laid 
out in The United Church's Manual, an Ontario district court ruled. The 


charges of sexual harassment remain unresolved, according to a report from the 
Episcopal Press Service. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE LAUNCHES NEWSLETTER 

The South African-based Institute for Contextual Theology has launched a new 
_ magazine. Titled Challenge, the first issue of the publication said it ‘will 
be progressive in the sense that it understands Christian faith to be of 
necessity a commitment to the cause of all who are oppressed, discriminated 
against or unjustly treated’. The editorial policy, adds the publication, 
‘will be an ecumenical magazine that attempts to reach Christians of all 
churches and church traditions’. The editor, Albert Nolan, hopes that 
Challenge will challenge and encourage its readership and staff alike. ‘Such 
a magazine could become an instrument of God's peace, God's justice and God's 
Salvation', he said. [EPS] 
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ESTONIA: BIBLE SOCIETY RE-ESTABLISHED 
The UK-based United Bible Societies (UBS) reported (16 December) that the 
Estonian Bible Society was re-established (14 December) after being forced to 
close in 1940 following the annexation of Estonia by the then-Soviet Union. 
The EBS was founded in 1812. A representative of the Estonian government 
ministry of culture warmly welcomed the opening of the society and suggested 
that the EBS encourage the translation of the Bible into minority Finno-Ugric 
languages. Estonia, along with the other Baltic republics of Lithuania and 
Latvia, declared its independence from the Soviet Union last year after a 
40-year rule by the USSR. [EPS] 
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GERMANY: BAPTISTS TO CAMPAIGN AGAINST ATTACKS ON IMMIGRANTS 

Following a spate of attacks on immigrants by neo-Nazi groups in Germany, (EPS 
91.11.11), Baptists there are planning to launch a campaign against the 
attacks. Hans Guderian, secretary for home missions of the Baptist church in 
Germany, said the programme is being launched to show that 'Christians are 
peacemakers' and that ‘we struggle against this fighting against foreigners 
who come to our country’. The programme will involve conferences featuring 
participants from different ethnic groups. There are an estimated five 
million foreigners in Germany out of a population of 79 million. In 1991 
alone, more than 1000 neo-Nazi-connected attacks were targeted against 
immigrants. Six foreigners are reported to have died in the attacks. [EPS] 
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UK: RELIEF AGENCY HAILS GOVERNMENT PLANS TO SUSPEND THIRD WORLD DEBT 

Christian Aid, a UK-based relief and aid agency, has hailed the announcement 
by British Prime Minister John Major that Britain will go ahead with plans to 
write off the debt owed by the world's poorest and most indebted countries, 
whether or not other creditor nations agree. The move, if implemented, would 
cut the countries' total official debt by around 850 million US dollars and 
would immediately benefit Zambia, Tanzania and Guyana. If the other major 
creditor nations join the initiative, said Christian Aid, the benefit to the 
19 countries affected will be 17 billion US dollars. In December last year 
(EPS 91.12.65), another UK-based relief agency, the [Roman] Catholic Fund for 
Overseas Development (CAFOD), criticized the British government's plans to 
divert overseas aid from the Third World towards Eastern Europe. ‘Diverting 
money from the Third World to aid Eastern Europe is robbing Peter to pay 
Paul', charged CAFOD's director Julian Filochowski. [EPS] 
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CHURCH BODY HAPPY WITH MERGER EFFORTS BY SOUTH AFRICAN REFORMED 

A five-person delegation of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (WARC), which visited Reformed and other churches in South Africa (28 
November-7 December), said it felt encouraged by the continuing efforts to 
merge the predominantly black Dutch Reformed Church in Africa and the 
‘coloured' (mixed race) Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa, 
according to a press release from WARC dated 16 December. [EPS] 
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KENYA: KEWASIS ELECTED ANGLICAN BISHOP A SECOND TIME 

Following the death in a mysterious car accident of Bishop Alexander Muge in 
August 1990 (EPS 90.08.64), the diocese of Eldoret of the [Anglican] Church of 
the Province of Kenya elected Stephen Kewasis to succeed him. That election 
was overturned by a group of Nandi tribesmen and women who wanted a fellow 
Nandi in the post. Kewasis is a Turkana. In their effort to restrain 
Kewasis from taking office, the group took their case to court. The court 
upheld Kewasis's election. In a second election held 7 December last year, 
Kewasis was overwhelmingly elected bishop for the second time and is to be 
enthroned later this month. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Migration Today: The Challenges For NGOs (II) (Patrick A. Taran) 


[Taran is secretary for migration in the World Council of Churches' Programme 
Unit IV (Sharing and Service). This is the second of a two-part item 
excerpted from Taran's presentation at the International Council of Voluntary 
Agencies meeting in Geneva, 2 October, 1991. The first part appeared as 

EPS 92.01.45.] 


-.. Tragically, these restrictions are being justified and popularized by an 
anti-foreigner and anti-migrant rhetoric that claims that most people arriving 
in Western countries and claiming asylum are simply ‘economic’ migrants. 
This rhetoric claims that those coming from the rest of the world are 
voluntarily arriving simply to seek economic fortune. Some views go further 
to suggest that these movements of people from South to North actually 
constitute a hostile and quasi-premeditated ‘invasion' of peoples threatening 
to overwhelm and subvert Western societies. ... 


Despite these major human dilemmas posed by the immensity of global migration 
today, there exist virtually no international non-governmental organizations 
primarily dedicated to migration issues. The exceptions are church-related 
agencies, two of which participate in ICVA. These are the International 
Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral 
Care of Migrants and Itinerants, the World Council of Churches' Migration 
Secretariat, and, in this region, the Churches' Committee for Migrants in 
Europe. ... 


-.. There is increasing understanding that the motivations for most migration 
run along a continuum spanning political and economic factors. These range 
from motivations of fleeing immediate threats to life, safety and freedom to 
those which essentially compel departure from situations where the prospects 
for life - even survival - are marginal or non-existent. ... 


War, conflict-related conditions, and situations of widespread human rights 
violations remain the most volatile and traumatic causes of movements of 
people. However, the destruction of traditional rural systems_ and 
infrastructures, massive environmental degradation, and breakdown of 
productive processes due to the destruction of productive assets are today 
major and growing factors compelling mass migrations. ... 


I believe that the dilemmas posed by increasing migration and the situations 
which compel movement of peoples pose three major challenges for NGOs and the 
international community. These are, first, to determine anew who are the 
people who need protection and who may require some forms of assistance, thus 
having some claim to the attention of NGOs and the international system. 
Second, we must determine how to effectively uphold the dignity and defend the 
rights of the different groupings of people on the move, without supporting 
the needs of one category at the sacrifice of the rights or dignity of other 
categories. Thirdly, the real immediate and long-term challenge is_ to 
determine how to address the root causes of the over-all migratory dilemma. 
If we cannot face this challenge in our work, we will only be faced with more 
millions of people displaced from ravaged lands across the world seeking to 
flee or migrate with nowhere to go. ... 


At present, as attacks on foreigners in societies increase, it is imperative 
to reassert a broad perspective of upholding basic dignity of all, regardless 
of status or motivation, and of defending the basic human rights recognized in 
international instruments without distinction to nationality or legal 
residence status. [over] 
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Doing otherwise, defending just refugees or particular groups will only lead 
to an ideological dead end of simply arguing whe ne. the line is to be drawn 
between those who must be protected and those whose persecution can be 
justified or explained. 

Certainly, in the context. “*of our international system, we must go “on 
distinguishing within legal frameworks between those with claims to recurs 
status and, therefore, additional protection. 


On the other hand, I believe it also imperative for NGOs to publicly take a 
stance of defining, asserting and advocating for basic guarantees for the 
rights of all migrants. And thus to engage in concrete activities in local 
communities to interpret to the public a positive image around the basic 
dignity of people on the move, while explicitly and vocally condemning any and 
all attacks or hostility against any foreigner, or other minority group for 
that matter. ... 


Perhaps the most fundamental challenge we face is responding to the factors 
which in most cases mean that migration is not a matter of choice. I would 
suggest that this can also be considered most fundamentally a question of 
human rights. 


Just as we have striven to develop the concepts of the right to leave and to 
return to one's homeland, I think we should also develop and assert a language 
of a fundamental right to remain in one's homeland, indeed in one's community 
or locality of origin. ... 


For immediate action by ICVA and this working group, I make the following 
suggestions: 


i Commend to member agencies work on promoting the ratification and 
implementation of the 1990 International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and the Families. We should ask members to 
take an active role in organizing advocacy efforts with their national 
governments. It is going to require a lot of work to get even the minimum 
number of twenty governments to ratify for this Convention to enter into force. 


The World Council of Churches' Migration Secretariat, together with the 
Churches' Committee on Migrants in Europe and the Quaker UN Office, have 
prepared a booklet called Proclaiming Migrants Rights to help promote the 
Convention. It is available in English, French, German and Spanish, and can 
be obtained from the WCC in bulk quantities for widespread distribution. 


2. Formalize an ongoing discussion within this working group to develop NGO 
perspectives on migration issues. Presumably, the agenda would include 
identifying protection needs and new definitions for people on the move, as 
well as exploring cooperative NGO work to develop a culture of solidarity. I 
would suggest we initiate the ‘contact group on migration' that was proposed 
for this ICVA Working Group some time ago. My office is willing to serve as 
a convener for it. 


ye Include migration as a specific component of the ICVA related discussions 
and activities in preparation for the UN Conference on the Environment and 
Development (UNCED) in Brazil in 1992. This could certainly be done by 
exploring further understanding of migration as a major human consequence of 
today's global environmental, development and economic disasters. [EPS] 
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The All Africa Conference of Churches, P.O. Box 14205, Nairobi, Kenya, 
advises that their new telephone numbers are as follows; 


441483, 441338, 441339, 443242, 443136, 443580, 440515, 443581. 
Fax: (2542) 742352, (2542) 443241. 


Available from the WCC Unit IV - Sharing and Service (formerly CICARWS), P.O. 
Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, is a Review of Emergency Cases, 1991. The review 


covers the last quarter of the year. 


The following situation report is available from the WCC Unit IV - Sharing and 
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CASTRO OF WCC TAKES PEACE MESSAGE TO ETHIOPIA 


The theme of peace in Ethiopia was the dominant feature of World Council of 
Churches' general secretary Emilio Castro's speeches during his five-day 
official visit to Ethiopia (17-21 January). It was his second visit. He 
first visited the country two years ago (EPS 90.01.81) at the height of civil 
war there. 


Addressing tens of thousands of Ethiopians at Jan Meda field in the capital 
city of Addis Ababa who turned up (21 January) to celebrate Timkat (Feast of 
Epiphany), the most important celebration of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
(EOC), Castro said his second visit to the country was in fulfilment of a 
promise he made during the initial tour, that once peace returned to Ethiopia 
he would go back. 


‘Two years ago we were here to pray with you out of anguish, out of pain, out 
of suffering', he said. ‘Today', he added, ‘we are very thankful’ that 'God 
has been working and peace has arrived'. 


He noted that ‘there is still much violence’ in some parts of the country 
which, he said, is a hindrance to peoples' freedom to go about their everyday 
business. He also noted the serious unemployment situation affecting young 
people and praised the Ethiopian peoples' ‘resolve and will to reconstruct a 
new Ethiopia’. 


He said ethnic strife presented serious problems for all the people who wish 
to build a country ‘where the richness of every group is fully manifested’. 


He urged Ethiopians to ‘give meaning, justice and solidarity’ to the new peace 
which now prevails in the country and pledged ecumenical solidarity in sharing 
the dreams and hopes of the Ethiopian people. 


In a show of solidarity with the Ethiopian people, Castro was clad in 
traditional Ethiopian attire and joined in the dancing and beating of a 
kebero, a large oval drum made of cow skin stretched over a wooden frame. 
The dance was led by EOC deacons. 


The celebrations reached their peak when crowds of people followed their 
colourfully-dressed priests in a procession through Addis’ Ababa to their 
churches. Each priest carried a '‘'tabot'. The tabot symbolises the Ark of 
the Covenant - the casket in which the Bible says that Moses placed the two 
tablets of stone on which the Ten Commandments had been inscribed by the 
finger of God. Every EOC church has its own tabot and no church can be 
consecrated without one. 


On the fourth day of his visit, Castro and his delegation held wide-ranging 
discussions with the Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church at the 
church's headquarters in Addis Ababa. 


Archbishop Timotheos of the EOC expressed, on behalf of the Synod, the EOC's 
delight at the presence of the WCC general secretary in Ethiopia. He 
outlined the peace process in Ethiopia and the work of the EOC in meeting the 
challenges of the present situation there. 


On the final day of the visit, Castro held a meeting with the leadership of 
the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus . A number of issues were 
discussed, including the role of women in the church and the political 
Situation in Ethiopia in general. [over] 
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Castro also met the Ethiopian prime minister Tamirat Layne at his office in 
Addis Ababa. Layne told Castro and his delegation that the new government in 
Ethiopia was opposed to the deposed dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam's policy of 
a centralized government. He said his government supports the right of each 
ethnic group to determine its own affairs. On the question of Eritrea, Layne 
said the new government wishes to bring the 30-year-old conflict there to an 
end. 


Earlier this year, the government issued a new map of Ethiopia depicting 
re-drawn regional frontiers based on ethnic lines. Under the proposal, each 
ethnic group will determine and run its own affairs. 


Ethiopia has been ruled by a coalition of two leading liberation movements, 
the Tigrean-dominated Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Democratic Front and 
the Oromo Liberation Front whose membership is mainly from the Oromo people of 
southern Ethiopia. The Tigreans, who inhabit the northern parts of the 
country, are mainly Christian and the Oromos are mainly Muslim. 


The forces of the two liberation movements marched into Addis Ababa on 21 May 
1991 forcing the former ruler, Mengistu Haile Mariam, to flee the country for 
Zimbabwe (EPS 91.05.56). Mengistu had ruled the country since a bloody power 
struggle within the military leadership deposed Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974. 


The general secretary told the prime minister that the WCC has been working 
closely in relief and other projects with the two member churches there - the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 
and that it will continue to do so now that peace has been achieved. [EPS] 
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PEACE CONFERENCE CALLS FOR DIALOGUE IN ETHIOPIAN CONFLICT 


A two-day peace conference organized by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (17-19 
January) ended with a call to all the parties to the Ethiopian conflict to 
engage in dialogue to resolve their differences. The meeting noted 
specifically the ethnic and religious conflicts currently affecting the 
country and called for their quick, peaceful resolution. 


The conference, which met under the theme ‘Search for Peace and Follow It', 
was attended by over 300 leaders and representatives of the Lutheran, Orthodox 
and Catholic churches and Muslim representatives. Each ethnic group was also 
represented by two participants (EPS 92.01.46). 


The participants said in their resolutions at the end of the conference that 
they recognized the country was faced with serious ethnic and religious 
problems and urged the government to help find a quick solution to the impasse. 


‘Religious differences should not be a cause for conflict', the meeting noted 
and urged ‘all religious leaders to preach a message of mutual understanding 
and co-existence’. 


They appealed to the government mass-media to communicate a message which 
encourages ‘unity, peace and inter-ethnic’ harmony. 


Noting the damages caused to mosques, church buildings and other property by 
the religious tensions, the participants urged religious leaders to educate 
their followers in issues of justice, peace and love. 


A committee to follow up on the meeting's decisions was proposed and mandated 
to call another meeting ‘at the appropriate time’. The meeting agreed to 
observe a national day of prayer for peace at a date yet to be named. [EPS] 
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KENYA: THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS MEET, REVIEW COMMON CONCERNS 


The third general assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World 
Theologians (EATWOT) was held at the Methodist Conference Centre, Nairobi, 
Kenya, from 6 to 13 January. 


Among the 98 participants were 68 EATWOT members representing 26 countries in 
Africa (Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda and Zaire); Asia (Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 
South Korea, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Sri Lanka); Latin America 
(Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico and Peru); the Caribbean 
(Jamaica); the USA (representing African, Hispanic and indigenous Americans). 


When 23 theologians met in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in 1976, to form the 
EATWOT, there was only one woman among them. There were 26 women at the 
Nairobi assembly. The Women's Commission had been particularly active since 
the second EATWOT assembly in Oaxtapec, Mexico (1986), and women theologians 
played a major role in Nairobi. 


Built into the assembly was a theological consultation around the theme 'Cry 
for Life: The Spirituality of the Third World’. The main presentations were 
made by Pablo Richard (Costa Rica), Yvonne Begara (Brazil), George Tinker 
(USA), George Soares (India) and Frank Chikane (South Africa). Regional and 
national situation reviews highlighted a number of concerns and struggles - as 
for example the hard struggle for sheer physical survival in countries such as 
Zaire, Peru and Sri Lanka, for equal rights for the minority communities in 
the USA; for reunification in Korea and for freedom in all its dimensions in 
South Africa. 


The cry for life was heard from several countries and communities, from 
national minorities, and from women everywhere. But it was not a cry of 
despair. The stories that were told of active resistance and organized 
struggles, and of people's movements addressing specific life issues, were 
marked by faith and hope. The ongoing search for an appropriate spirituality 
that will inform the struggles and uphold the people involved in them is a 
sure sign of hope. So are the new ways of reading the Bible and the new 
experiences of encountering the Jesus of faith. 


It was inevitable that the collapse of socialism in Eastern Europe would 
receive special attention. Centrally planned, imposed from outside and 
undemocratic in the way they functioned, these countries did scant justice to 
the substance of socialism, participants said they agreed that the capitalist 
pattern of development continues to widen the gulf between the rich nations 
and the poor, and between the rich and poor within nations. It brings about, 
even more conspicuously at the present time, concentration of wealth and power 
in a few first-world nations and small pockets of people in the third world - 
nations and groups which also monopolise the means of communication - and 
increasing poverty to the large majority of the world's people. The search 
for an alternative model must continue if the apparent triumph of the free 
market is not to lead to greater unfreedom for all and even more systematic 
oppression of the poor. 


Among other priorities identified by the assembly was the need to work towards 
an inclusive Christology and to theologically explore environmental questions 
from a third-world perspective. The assembly elected a new executive 
committee. K.C. Abraham (India) was elected president, Beya Bernadette Mbuy 
(Zaire), vice president, and Carmelo Alvarez (Costa Rica), secretary. Simon 
Maimela (South Africa) was elected regional coordinator for Africa, Marlene 
Perera (Sri Lanka) for Asia and Ana Maria Tepedeno (Brazil) for Latin 
America. Jacqueline Grant (USA) was elected coordinator for minority issues. 
[EPS] 
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CHURCH COALITION ON PORNOGRAPHY URGES UNITED EFFORT TO STOP SCOURGE 


Leaders of the US-based Religious Alliance Against Pornography (RAAP) who met 
with World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro and staff 
during a visit to Geneva (27 January) said they were ‘tremendously encouraged 
by the genuine engagement' on the part of those to whom they spoke with the 
need to respond to the worldwide spread of hard-core and child pornography. 
In welcoming their visit, Castro commended the group's efforts within the US 
and underlined the need to raise awareness of the global dimensions of the 
issue. 


RAAP's chairman, Presbyterian minister Jerry Kirk, and two members of its 
executive committee, Eileen Lindner, (US) National Council of Churches' 
associate general secretary, and Milton Efthimiou, ecumenical officer for the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, came to Geneva from 
London, where they had met with Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey. On 30 
January, they met with Pope John Paul II in Rome. 


Formed in 1986, RAAP is a broad coalition of US Protestant (both ‘mainline' 
and ‘evangelical'), Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Jewish leaders which seeks 
‘to bring into clear focus a major factor in the assault on human dignity and 
the consequent dehumanization that it promotes: hard-core and _ child 
pornography ... while fully respecting freedom of expression'. RAAP sees the 
primary responsibility of religious leaders in this effort as teaching and 
motivating, believing that ‘given the information and motivation, people will 
do what is necessary to affect public policy'. 


Behind RAAP's effort to ‘internationalize’' its work lies a recognition that 
production and distribution of pornography is a worldwide phenomenon. Kirk 
noted particularly in this connection the links between pornography and 
sex-oriented tourism in several Asian countries, the resulting spread of AIDS 
among children forced into prostitution and the recent ‘flood' of pornographic 
materials into Eastern and Central Europe and former Soviet republics. "We 
know that something must be done', Kirk said. ‘What we want to do at the WCC 
is to raise the question: what are the next steps?'. 


Ion Bria, interim convenor for Programme Unit I (Unity and Renewal), observed 
that besides responding to pornography as a moral issue, ‘one can also 
approach it in terms of the nature of community'. Citing the emphasis from 
the WCC's Seventh Assembly on the church as an inclusive community, he said 
‘this community also includes those who are the victims of the degradation of 
pornography’. 


Georges Tsetsis, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the WCC and 
a member of the Central Committee, described the struggle against hard-core 
and child pornography as something ‘on which all churches could constitute a 
common front without difficulty. The overall concern is already on the WCC 
agenda in the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women and in 
the follow-up to the Canberra Assembly; and I hope we can find ways to bring 
it directly onto the agenda of the Central Committee’. 


In a closing session with the RAAP representatives, Deputy General Secretary 
Todor Sabev accented the need to make WCC member churches aware of the extent 
of the problem and to respond to it in collaboration with national, regional 
and specialized ecumenical organizations, including the Ecumenical Coalition 
on Third-World Tourism, and the Roman Catholic Church. Sabev and Bria, who 
are from formerly socialist countries of Eastern Europe, both underlined the 
need in that region for basic information and ecumenical literature on 
sexuality. [EPS] 
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BURUNDI: PASTORAL VISIT MADE, NEW SPIRIT OF OPENNESS NOTED 


A joint World Council of Churches-All Africa Conference of Churches pastoral 
visit to Burundi (14-19 January) has reported a new spirit of openness and 
willingness to resolve the ethnic problems of this East African nation of five 
million people. The visit was organized at the request of the National 
Council of Churches of Burundi. 


According to a report compiled by Clement Janda, a staff member of the WCC's 
Programme Unit III (Justice, Peace and Creation) who was in the pastoral team, 
there is now ‘great openness' and ‘willingness' among the people there to 
discuss the problems affecting Burundi. He noted a ‘great qualitative 
change’ from 1988 when he toured the country on a similar visit. He said at 
that time that there was ‘great fear' among the people to discuss social and 
political matters. 


Burundi has been plagued by serious political and ethnic problems for a long 
time. In November 1991, attacks were reported on some police stations 
allegedly by the Palipehutu, a group dominated by the Hutu ethnic group. In 
the national army reprisals that followed, many deaths, mass arrests and 
torture were reported. - In some cases, church workers were suspected of 
complicity in the attacks and many of them were arrested by the authorities. 


Referring to the complicity charges levelled against the church leaders, Janda 
said the allegations were ‘baseless and utterly false. There was no case of 
arms being found in any church compound or in a church leader's house', he 
said. 


Janda said the Burundi government was considering asking the WCC and the AACC 
to mediate in talks between the government and the Palipehutu. 


He also reported the churches' satisfaction at the government's commitment to 
democratic change and to respecting the human rights of all citizens. In 
this respect, reported Janda, a commission has been appointed to draw up a new 
constitution. 


In a separate development in neighbouring Rwanda, the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity was celebrated (18-25 January) by Roman Catholic, Protestant 
and Seventh-day Adventist churches. A joint appeal for peace and return to 
democracy was made in a statement by the leaders of the three churches. 


According to the Catholic press service APIC, they also pledged to work 
together to produce a translation of the entire Bible into the local language 
Kinyarwanda. 


The declaration called on government authorities and political leaders to end 
the strife and bloodshed that have plagued Rwanda since October 1990, to solve 
the growing refugee problem and organize free elections for a return to a 
democracy which ‘respects the law, protects the interests of the country and 
of individuals and respects human rights’. 


Finally, it urged the Rwandese people to root out ethnocentrism and 
regionalism, which it described as ‘the source of hatred, division and war'. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.06 
SOUTH AFRICA: RC BISHOPS, ECUMENICAL BODY CONDEMN VIOLENCE 


The Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops' Conference (SACBC) and the 
South African Council of Churches (SACC) have condemned the bombing of 
multi-racial schools and the murder of policemen in South Africa in terrorist 
campaigns launched by both the extreme right and the extreme left since the 
beginning of December, according to a report appearing in the 11 January issue 
of The Tablet. 


Extensive damages were caused to mixed schools and post offices in the 


Transvaal region. No one claimed responsibility for the blasts but the 
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging and the Boerstaat Party both said right-wingers 
could have been behind the explosions. Right-wing organizations have warned 


that the country is on the brink of an all-out wave of sabotage of ‘official' 
targets, similar to that launched by fanatical, Nazi-supported Ossewa Brandwag 
50 years ago. 


In a related development, South African police have strongly criticized the 
Azanian Peoples’ Army, the military wing of the Pan-Africanist Congress, which 
has admitted murdering two policemen in the sprawling black towship of Soweto, 
just outside Johannesburg. 


The SACBC said in a statement in early January that all the attacks were 
clearly intended to derail the peace process at precisely the time when it was 


offering hope where only a short time ago there was despair. 


‘The majority of South Africans have begun to assert their choice for peace 


through negotiations', they said. ‘There can be no doubt that the Convention 
for a Democratic South Africa (CODESA) enjoys their support. As such, CODESA 
has the greatest moral claim to legitimacy in the country. It must be given 


every chance to transform South Africa from an apartheid state to a democratic, 
non-racial, non-sexist country with justice for all', the bishops' statement 
said. 


The bishops added that it was clear that for the process of negotiation to 
succeed there had to be stability and tolerance during the period of 
transition. Radicals, both to the right and the left, were preventing this 
by their acts of violence. Every group had the right to promote their own 
interests and ideology but not at the expense of the common good. 


The SACC expressed its grief and horror at the violence. It recognised that 
‘this occurs in the context of the country's long legacy of apartheid and 
oppression of the majority by a minority regime' and urged a_ ‘speedy 
establishment of a broadly-representative transitional government that could 
speak and act on behalf of the whole nation, with all armed forces in South 
Africa under its control’. 


During his twelve-day pastoral visit to South Africa in October last year, 
World Council of Churches' general secretary Emilio Castro condemned the 
‘toleration of violence' (EPS 91.11.21) in South African society. He said 
then that he had discussed the concern with the major political leaders, 
including State President F.W. de Klerk, Nelson Mandela of the African 
National Congress and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi of the Inkatha Freedom Party. 


Castro cautioned South Africans on their understanding of reconciliation, 
warning that ‘any attempt at reconciliation that allows the injustice of the 
past to continue or makes no attempt at restitution will not result in peace'. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.07 
ECUMENICAL LEADER LINKS AFRICAN CRISIS TO 'FALSE START' 


The challenges facing Africa today are a result of a ‘bad start' at the time 
of independence nearly 30 years ago. The newly-independent African countries 
at the time did not develop ‘what is genuinely African' and instead fell prey 
to the ‘dependency syndrome’. The only way out of this is to accept the 
failures that have been made during these years. 


These observations were made by José Chipenda, general secretary of the 
Kenya-based All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) in a wide-ranging 
interview at the ecumenical body's Nairobi headquarters, 23 January. 


Chipenda said the crisis facing Africa is seen in many quarters through the 
economic. malaise facing the continent, deteriorating education and health 
systems, and in the breakdown of some governments. ‘But you cannot tackle 
any of these problems without first tackling the problem of identity. What 
has happened in Africa is that we have lost this identity. 


‘At the time of independence’, he said, ‘we tended to choose between the two 
systems - the capitalist and the socialist systems, instead of looking to the 
communal system which is actually the source from which we came'. 


He said under the capitalist system, the individual was either labelled a 
consumer or a producer. This, he added, was a misguided approach to the 
continent's development strategy. He cited the large number of cars in 
Africa per capita compared to Asia, for example, as an ‘indication of the fact 
that our priorities were not well set’. 


Chipenda said the church has a responsibility ‘to point out to the people in 
politics and in business' the wrongs they are doing to society. But, he 
noted, the church can do this effectively only when ‘it is independent’. 


Referring to the AACC programme for the last three years, Chipenda said the 
regional ecumenical body was in the process of consolidating the plans set out 
in 1988 into action. He cited the symposium last year on 'Problems and 
Promises for Mission: Africa Beyond 2000', which was held in the Kenyan 
coastal city of Mombasa, as one of the moves towards realizing that goal (EPS 
91.12.23). 


On the role of the African churches in the process of democratization, 
‘Chipenda said the Protestant churches were the ‘first to bring democracy to 
Africa' but .'they are also the ones who did not offer any model when the 
democratic institutions were required to exist in Africa. Now we are at a 
point where we say Protestants must learn to tame the tide of change’. 


He said the AACC had tried to participate in the democratization of some 
countries and cited Benin as one such country. ‘But I must confess', he 
Said, ‘that the Roman Catholic church has done better when the question of 
democracy comes up. We see it in Benin, Congo, Zaire and even in Angola’. 


The relations between Christians and Muslims in Africa presented problems, 
Chipenda said, but added that he did not view Islam as a threat to the 
Christian faith. He said the Muslim view is that Christianity does not 
belong to Africa because it came with colonialism. Now that colonialism is 
gone, he said, Muslims think that Islam ‘should now take over'. 


This is a very good challenge, he observed, but cautioned Christians against 
fighting Islam. ‘Instead', he said ‘Christians should live better than 
Muslims because it is through Christian witness that the Muslims will be 
converted to Christianity'. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.08 
CHURCH HEADS IN JERUSALEM PROTEST TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS 


A joint declaration by the heads of eight Jerusalem churches, released on 14 
January, sharply criticized Israeli government treatment of the country's 
Palestinian population and non-Jewish institutions. 


Signed by the Latin, Greek Orthodox and Armenian patriarchs (the official 
guardians of the city's holy sites) along with Coptic, Syrian, Anglican, 
Lutheran and Greek-Catholic church leaders and the head of the (Roman 
Catholic) Franciscan Order, the declaration provoked considerable debate, 
including an angry response from Jerusalem's mayor Teddy Kollek. 


Among several incidents it highlights is the occupation of Arab homes in 
Jerusalem's old town by Jewish settlers benefitting from state aid. 
Deploring the settlers' ‘depredations', the declaration questions governmental 
‘ambivalence' towards the occupations and expresses categorical opposition to 
‘any attempt to modify the demographic and unique character and status of 
Jerusalem’. 


Referring to a Christmas eve attack on a Syrian Catholic Church and the 
stabbing of its vicar, the declaration says ‘the authorities who were alerted 
to the threat on his life did not take preventive measures and furthermore set 
the assailant free before the settlement of the issue’. 


It also takes the Israeli administration to task for collective punishment 
‘visited indiscriminately on the civilian Palestinian population’. Citing 
severely limited access to the holy places during the Christmas period as an 
example, it claims that such measures aggravate already severe restrictions 
and hardship suffered by the Palestinians. 


In principle, Israel guarantees adherents of each of the three monotheistic 
faiths free access to sacred sites. Christian leaders, however, are worried 
about the preservation of a number of archaeological sites. ‘Several 
Christian vestiges', they complain, ‘have been denied posterity and buried 
under new highways'. If no appropriate preventive measures are taken, they 
warn, ‘we will consider seeking international protection to preserve our 
universal Christian heritage'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.09 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH LEADER ON PLANS TO SETTLE EX-GERMAN FARMERS 


Visiting Mainz in January, Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Pitirim announced a 
project to resettle farmers of German origin in the former Soviet Union on 
land near Volokolamsk, west of Moscow, which the state has given to the Church. 


Pitirim, in whose diocese the farmland is located, described the project as an 
attempt to contribute to the reconciliation of the deep wounds left in 
Russian-German relations by the Second World War. Financial aid is expected 
from the Bonn government. He expressed hope that relations between the 
Germans and the local Russians would be ‘Christian and civilized', though he 
did not discount difficulties that might arise. 


The more than two million ‘Volga Germans' in the former Soviet Union are 
descendants of persons who came to Russia in the 18th century during the reign 
of Catherine II, who was of German origin. Following the German invasion of 
Russia in 1941, their autonomous republic was dissolved, and Stalin deported 
them to Siberia and Kazakhstan. Last year an estimated 150 000 Volga Germans 
left the Soviet Union, most of them saying it was for economic reasons. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.10 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX, CATHOLICS HOLD DISCUSSIONS, CALL FOR PEACE 


At the invitation of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council 
of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences (CCEE), the Commission for 
Encounter and Dialogue established by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church and the former Yugoslav Conference of [Roman Catholic] Bishops 
held their first meeting (21-23 January) in St Gallen/Switzerland at the CCEE 
headquarters, according to a 23 January press release from the Geneva-based 
CEC. 


Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow and All Russia, chairperson of the CEC, Cardinal 
Carlo Maria Martini, archbishop of Milan who is also president of the CCEE, 
and leaders of the Presbyterian Church (USA) sent letters of greeting to the 
participants in the meeting. 


Among the topics discussed at the meeting were the ‘complex inherited problems 
of church history, culture and nationality which have been aggravated by the 
half-century of slavery under communism', the release said. 


Special attention was devoted to the present tragic conflict and suffering in 
Yugoslavia. The participants affirmed that they have become aware that they 
have not always held the same views and positions in face of the same events 
and problems and committed themselves to helping each other wherever possible. 


The statement added that the members of the Commission ‘are convinced that 
there is neither a war of religion nor conflict between the two churches as 
such, and they express deep regret for all the victims of the war on both 
sides. In this they are conscious as Christians of all their common 
responsibility for the fate of the Christian faith and their communions in the 
areas concerned, and of the responsibility they share for peace, justice, 
freedom and love between human beings and between their peoples who, whatever 
else may happen, will continue to be dependent on each other.' 


They called for the urgent return to their homes of all refugees who have been 
displaced by the conflict and for the reconstruction of all churches and 
Sanctuaries. 


Early last month, a World Council of Churches' delegation visited WCC member 
churches in Yugoslavia (EPS 92.01.26). Huibert van Beek, a WCC staff member 
and member of the delegation, reported that deep tensions existed there with 
regard to the current civil war. He linked the tragedy of the conflict to 
the ‘massacres perpetrated against Serbians more than fifty years ago', at the 
height of fascist rule in Croatia. 


The WCC was requested to continue to support attempts by the Conference of 
European Churches to promote dialogue between the Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches in Yugoslavia and to send teams to help discussions involving church 
and non-church groups there. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.11 

DENMARK: CHURCH LEADERS APPEAL TO GOVT ON BEHALF OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES 
Danish leaders of the Catholic, Methodist and Mission Covenant churches, the 
Baptist Union and the Reformed Synod have written to Danish prime minister 
Poul Schluter asking him to grant resident permits to about 60 stateless 
Palestinians resident in Denmark. The Palestinians fear that they may be 
forcibly sent to Lebanon. The leaders also protested an agreement between 
the Danish and Lebanese governments to repatriate the refugees. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.12 

FINLAND: CHURCH-STATE SEPARATION, LUTHERANS ADOPT NEW LAW 

A November meeting of the Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland 
(ELCF) adopted a resolution which will significantly increase the separation 
of church and state. The new Ecclesiastical Order and Church Election Order, 
which comes into effect in 1994, will increase the church's decision-making 
authority and signifies a step towards greater independence in relation to the 
state. In July last year, Finnish President Mauno Koivisto suggested (EPS 
91.07.25) a review of the relations between the state and the ELCF. Under 
the present system, the president ‘appoints' ELCF bishops, a process described 
by Archbishop John Vikstrom as ‘only of symbolic importance’ as bishops are 
usually elected by the dioceses. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.13 
ZAMBIA: REFORMED CHURCH 'HAPPY' WITH SOUTH AFRICAN MOTHER CHURCH 
After lengthy discussions during its November synod meeting in Lusaka, the 
Reformed Church in Zambia (RCZ) adopted a motion to continue its relations 


with the South African Dutch Reformed Church (DRC). In 1989, the RCZ 
threatened to sever all links with the DRC by 1991 if the DRC failed to reform 
its views and practice of apartheid. The RCZ synod expressed satisfaction at 


its November meeting that the DRC had made a start by declaring apartheid a 
Sin, but noted that more still remained to be done. The RCZ, which still 
receives considerable financial and personnel aid from the DRC, also adopted a 
motion calling for the signing of a new agreement stressing the equality of 
the two churches. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.14 

EUROPEAN CHURCH BODY URGES EC LEADERS TO BE OPEN TO WORLD 

A week before the leaders of the European Community countries met in 
Maastricht in the Netherlands, the executive committee of the Belgium-based 
European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society (EECCS) issued a 
statement (3 December) urging them to ‘take bold steps towards political 
union’. In a document titled ‘Maastricht and Beyond' which was sent to Dutch 
Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers ahead of the summit, the EECCS challenged the EC 
political leadership to offer more democracy and participation to EC 
nationals, to act quickly and decisively on the environment, and to be more 
open to the rest of the world. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.15 
ZAMBIA: FIRST WOMAN ELECTED TO HEAD ECUMENICAL BODY 
The first woman to head the Christian Council of Zambia has been elected. 
Violet Sampa Bredt took up her appointment as general secretary of the CCZ on 
1 January. Sampa, who is a member of the WCC Central Committee, is the 
second woman to head a national council in eastern and southern Africa. The 
other is Eunice Sowazi of the Council of Swaziland Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.16 
SCRIPTURES TRANSLATED INTO 1978 LANGUAGES 
1978 is the total number of languages into which at least one book of the 
Bible has been translated, according to the 1991 Scripture Language Report of 


the UK-based United Bible Societies. For the first time last year, 
thirty-two languages received at least one book of the Bible, the largest 
increase since 1987. It is estimated there are between 3000 and 6000 


languages in the world. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.17 
WESLEYANS URGED TO STUDY WORLD TRENDS 
The World Methodist Council (WMC) officers' meeting in Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina/USA, issued the first ‘vision statement' in the church's history in 
which the WMC urged Wesleyan Christians around the globe to consider how their 
gospel relates to the ‘great changes taking place in the world', and to stand 
beside people who ‘are being treated unfairly in political or social terms. 
The shifting world political scene, relationships within the Methodist family 
and the larger ecumenical community and ‘leading others into discipleship of 
Jesus Christ' were among major issues addressed in the statement. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.18 

EVANGELIST GRAHAM TO CUT BACK ON ACTIVITY THIS YEAR 

Following an outpatient surgery on his left foot on 3 January in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota/USA, evangelist Billy Graham's doctors have advised him to cut back 
on his schedule this year. The doctors also said his 1991 schedule ‘was too 
heavy'. The 73-year old evangelist said he will now devote more time to his 
family and his memoirs. Late last year (EPS 92.01.14), Graham said he had no 
plans to retire from his ministry, saying he found no reference in the Bible 
‘where any of God's servants retired. So, I will keep on going until God 
removes me ...'. [EPS] 


. EPS 92.02.19 
GUATEMALA: RC ARCHDIOCESE RELEASES HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION FIGURES 
The Guatemala City [Roman] Catholic Archdiocese's human rights office reported 
last December that 1067 serious human rights violations were committed in 
1991. This included 550 extrajudicial killings, 197 ‘other’ murders, 80 
attempted homicides, 143 forced disappearances and 91 acts of intimidation. 
The report noted that ‘constant threats against journalists results in 
self-censorship and under-reporting of the human rights violations that occur 
on a daily basis'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.20 

PANAMA: RADIO STATION VANDALIZED 

La Voz del Istmo, a 4l-year old Panama City-based radio station dedicated to 
cultural, educational and religious programming in the Republic of Panama, was 
vandalized 17 December, according to a report from the Latin American 
Ecumenical News. Alciades Lopez, a church leader who is also the station 
manager, reported transmitters destroyed and cables cut. He said the nature 
of the damage made him believe that the act, which required technical 
know-how, was intent on inhibiting the airing of special programmes during the 
holiday season. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.21 

BRAZIL: NEW ECUMENICAL EFFORTS TO SOLVE SOCIAL PROBLEMS PLANNED 

Seven of the largest Christian communions in Brazil - Roman Catholic, Lutheran 
Evangelical Confession, United Presbyterians, Brazilian Pentecostal, Methodist 
and Independent Presbyterian - confirmed their participation in Opcio6n Brazil, 
a social movement engaging various groups who are suggesting ways to overcome 
the economic and social crisis in Brazil. Specifically, the churches have 
articulated their position in a document titled Proyecto de Esperanza (Project 
of Hope) which reinforces the need for civil participation and control over 
the state. The churches have also warned that ‘the continuing economic 
recession. and the crisis of values in society will provoke a situation of 
violence of unforeseen consequences’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.22 

MALAYSIA: RELIGIOUS GROUPS CRITICIZE CONDOM VENDING MACHINES 

Religious groups in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur have criticized a 
ministry of health plan to install condom-dispensing machines in entertainment 
spots as part of its programme to combat the spread of AIDS. A Muslim 
leader, Zainal Abidin, said he ‘strongly opposes such an idea as it is against 
not only the teachings of Islam but other religions as well'. Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Soter Fernandez of Kuala Lumpur said the use of condoms is 
‘immoral’ and would not ‘in any way curtail the spread of AIDS'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.23 
RUSSIA: CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SEMINAR HELD 
The US-based Slavic Gospel Association held a Christian education seminar in 
Moscow during the first week of January. According to a press release from 
the SGA, the seminar was organized to help Soviet educators on how best to 
teach Christian values. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.24 
AFRICAN EVANGELICALS PLAN CONTINENT-WIDE EVANGELISM 
At the general council of the Association of Evangelicals of Africa and 
Madagascar (AEAM) meeting in Bingerville (Ivory Coast) last October, the 
association's general secretary Tokunboh Adeyemo proposed that AEAM members 
Saturate Africa with campaigns in evangelism and missions in each country 
during the 18 months prior to the organization's general assembly in 1993. 
Adeyemo urged each national evangelical fellowship to carry out national 
crusades under the general theme ‘Africa for Jesus'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.25 

KENYA: CHURCH URGES BANNING OF TRADITIONAL METHODS OF CIRCUMCISION 

The Methodist Church in Kenya has urged the government there to ban the 
traditional circumcision methods and recommended that the rite be carried out 
in hospitals as a means of fighting the spread of AIDS. According to 
Margaret Mburugu of the church's education for life department, the 
traditional method in which the same tool is used to operate on several boys 
who undergo the ritual at a time is dangerous as the AIDS virus could be 
spread from one person to the other. In Kenya, most tribes circumcise boys 
as a sign of initiation into adulthood and is performed traditionally without 
anaesthesia. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.26 

UGANDA: MEDIA CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT FOR BANNING RELIGIOUS SECT 

Several Ugandan newspapers have strongly criticized the Ugandan government for 
imposing a ban on a religious sect, The Church of the Almighty God the 
Commander of All Armies Association based in the northwestern Uganda region of 
Hoima. A government announcement early January said the association had been 
banned because it is ‘dangerous to peace and order in Uganda ...'. Among its 
teachings, the association prohibits its followers from seeking medical 
treatment from modern hospitals and clinics. The daily newspaper, New 
Vision, described the action as ‘undemocratic’. An independent weekly said 
the banning order was ‘unconstitutional and sectarian'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.27 

EUROPEAN BAPTIST REPRESENTATIVES QUIT POSITIONS 

Two top administrators for the Southern Baptist Mission Board in Europe have 
resigned their positions, saying they can no longer represent the agency 
because of what they describe as the trustees' ‘global agenda' to enforce 
theological orthodoxy overseas. Isam Ballenger, vice president for Europe, 
the Middle East and North Africa, and G. Keith Parker, area director for 
Europe, announced their early retirement effective 31 May and 1 July 
respectively. They did not announce their future plans. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.28 
ECUVIEW: New Religious Movements in Africa (I) (Paul Gifford) 


[Gifford is a former lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe. He is author of 
several books. on Christianity in Africa, including Christianity: To Save or 
Enslave?. This item, which appears in two parts, has been excerpted from 
Gifford's paper, ‘New Religious Movements’ which he presented at’ the 
‘Symposium on. Problems and Promises for Mission: Africa Beyond 2000', 
organized by the All Africa Conference of Churches in Mombasa/Kenya, 9-15 
November 1991. The second part will apear in the next issue of EPS.] 


+» Most fundamentalist Christians understand that we are living in the last 
days, -and that countless prophecies are being fulfilled now in our own time. 


According to the normal teaching of this end-time scenario, the Middle East, 
Russia, -America, are all foretold in the Bible. In this scenario, particular 
prominence is given to Israel. The promises made to Abraham in the ‘Old 
Testament.. are said to be fulfilled in the modern state of Israel; for 
example, God: has promised Israel the land from Dan to Beersheba; therefore 
the Palestinians have no claim to this territory. As an example, a woman 
leading prayers at the End Time Conference at Kenyatta International 
Conference Centre, 24 October-2 November 1991, prayed: ‘We thank you, Lord, 
for giving us this land as our eternal inheritance; we thank you that the 
enemy will. not take one inch of this land. We thank you for your hand of 
protection on Israel.’ This is a complete misunderstanding of the Bible; 
this is simply using Christianity to support Israeli political aims. 


When this Christianity comes to Africa it has a very important effect, because 
this Christianity not only promotes the Israeli cause, it views the Arab cause 
as part of Satan's enterprise. This means that this Christianity is 
violently anti-Islam. Muslims are seen as ‘spiritually oppressed', ‘under 
Satan's control', or ‘in Satan's bondage'; they live in ‘Satanic darkness’. 
The significance of this preaching in fomenting religious tension in Africa 
cannot be overstressed. 


This Christianity emphasises the total sinfulness of human beings, their total 
worthlessness and hopelessness. Insistence on this has a_ profound 
socio-political effect, too. An American pastor preaching a revival in 
Liberia claimed: ‘Don't ask what justice is; you don't deserve justice’. 
The following night he repeated: ‘We are sinners, we don't deserve justice 
~«. We can't.ask for justice ... If we asked for justice, we would be executed 
tonight. Weare not asking for justice, we're asking for mercy’. In this 
understanding, it is very difficult to speak in terms of human rights or of 
the .inviolable dignity of the individual. Such questions simply cannot 
ALISO»; sine ow £3 


Reinhard Bonnke exemplifies this kind of Christianity. In March 1991 Bonnke 
conducted .a week-long crusade in Mathare Valley, one of Nairobi's biggest 
slums.: The crusade drew a large crowd, on the final afternoon it was 
estimated at 140 000 people. At various times during the crusade, Bonnke 
referred to spirits as the cause of cancers, heart disease, ulcers, skin 
diseases, fevers, lung complaints, paralysis, and countless other ills. The 
fact that this. slum lacks drains and latrines, that its people are mostly 
unemployed and undernourished, that they lack resources and education, was 
never. mentioned. The harsh realities of Mathari Valley were completely 
obscured by the persistent attribution of every sickness to demonic 
influence. One of the books on sale at this crusade drew the logical 
political conclusion of this approach. After explaining at great length that 
everything evil is to be explained by spiritual agency, it concluded ' (Those) 
who do not know the cause ... blame the government and their leaders’. 
[over ] 


new religious movements/2 


There is a kind of Christianity spreading widely in Africa called the faith 
gospel. According to this, Jesus has met all our needs on the cross, and 
every believer should now share the victory of Christ over sin, sickness and 
poverty. A believer has a right to health and wealth; you can obtain these 
blessings simply by a positive confession of faith. In this Christianity 
faith is the answer to everything. 


At Nairobi's Lighthouse Church on 21 July 1991 the white American pastor 
preached to his young black congregation on divine intervention. His text 
was 2 Chr 14 and 2 Chr 16; in the first passage King Asa relies totally on 
God and is successful, in the second he relies on himself and is defeated. 


In the course of the sermon the preacher said: ‘That which God has given us 
to do, you cannot accomplish in the flesh, so don't even try. Take your 
hands off it ... (Often) we try every conceivable way, and it doesn't work. 


Finally we say, ‘We give up', and God says ‘'Wonderful'. ... when you look 
around and see impossibilities, be determined that in your strength there lies 
nothing, there is no way ... If you get involved, God takes his hands off. 
If you try to take the controls, God takes his hands off them. The preacher 
ended by urging his listeners not to try to resolve problems by relying on 
their own resources or on others'; ‘In times of trouble we look inwards to 
our own abilities, we look outwards to men, God wants us to look upwards." ... 


These are just a few examples to show the socio-political effect of a widely 
accepted theology in Africa. ... This Christianity, spreading rapidly in 
Africa through crusades, pastors' conferences, bible courses, bible colleges, 
popular literature, has no reference at all to the context in Africa, to the 
needs of Africans. What is the context in today's Africa? What are the 
needs of Africans? 


In the words of Jean-Marc Ela: ‘The human condition in today's Africa is 
characterized, on the one hand, by the imperialism of the developed countries 
and the cultural and technological domination of the West, and on the other 
hand, by injustice and oppression, in all of its various forms ... ultimately, 
the denial to millions, individually and collectively, of their basic human 
freedoms, at the hands of bureaucracies that are rotten to the core ... The 
cry of the African - of the African human being - ought to move the churches 
to question themselves as to what they are, what they are saying, and what 
they are doing in Africa’. ... 


The most significant feature of African political structures till very 
recently has been the 'Big Man'. A commentator describes Africa's Big Man in 
the following way: ‘His face is on the money. His photograph hangs in every 
office in his realm. His ministers wear gold pins with tiny photographs of 
Him on the lapels of their tailored pin-striped suits. He names streets, 
football stadiums, hospitals, and universities after Himself. He carries a 
Silver-inlaid ivory mace or an ornately carved walking stick or a fly whisk or 
a chiefly stool. 


He insists on being called ‘doctor' or 'conqueror' or ‘teacher’ or ‘the big 
elephant’ or ‘the number one peasant' or ‘the wise old man' or ‘the national 
miracle' or ‘the most popular leader in the world’. His every pronouncement 
is reported on the front page. He sleeps with the wives and daughters of 
powerful men in his government. He shuffles ministers without warning, 
paralysing policy decisions as he undercuts pretenders to His throne. He 
scapegoats minorities to shore up popular support. He bans all political 
parties except the one He controls. He rigs elections. He emasculates the 
courts, he cows the press. He stifles academia. He goes to church. [EPS] 
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The following situation reports are available from the WCC Unit IV - Sharing 
and Service, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, 


Situation report (#10, 28 January) on Malawi Refugees/Floods. 
Situation report (#13, 28 January) on Famine and Peace in Ethiopia. 


In EPS 92.01.54, the age of the late Jens T. Thomsen should read 65 and not 75. 


Available from WCC/Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva, 2 is the following new 
book: 


The Isaiah Vision by Raymond Fung. Price: Sfr.7.50, US$ 4.95 and 2.95 UK 
pounds. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA MILITARY ATTACK ON BOUGAINVILLE, WCC 'CONCERNED' ‘ 


The World Council of Churches has expressed ‘'concern' at the news that the 
Papua New Guinea forces have launched a military assault on the island of 
Bougainville. 


In a letter to PNG prime minister Rabbie L. Namaliu, dated 4 February, WCC 
general secretary Emilio Castro said the ecumenical body has received 
‘confirmed reports' that the PNG navy shelled Vito and Rorovana villages, two 
kilometres from the Bougainvillean capital of Arawa, after an attempted 
landing by the PNG Defence Forces had failed. There were no casualties in 
the shelling, but both villages were evacuated. 


The island of Bougainville is part of the South Pacific nation of Papua New 
Guinea. The bulk of PNG is formed by the eastern half of the island of New 


Guinea. 


Following the independence of Papua New Guinea from Britain in 1975, 


Bougainville was placed under PWG control. At that time, Bougainvilleans 
declared their intentions of self-government and asked for a. United 
Nations-supervised referendum. In 1988, major demonstrations against PNG 


rule rocked the island and over 6000 Bougainvillean homes were destroyed, 
displacing 24 000 people from their villages. 


In his letter, Castro said the WCC had been encouraged by the January 1991 
agreement (Honiara Declaration) signed on a New Zealand warship, the Honiara, 
between representatives of the interim government of Bougainville and the PNG 
government. In that declaration, both parties had pledged to refrain from 
the use of arms, to reject violence and to seek meaningful consultations as a 
means of solving the crisis. 


Castro recalled a September 1991 appeal by the Pacific Conference of Churches, 
the Solomon Islands Christian Association and the PNG Council of Churches to 
the PNG government to lift the economic blockade on Bougainville. The 
blockade which was imposed in March 1990, has cut off supplies of all 
essential items, including medicines, to the people of Bougainville. 


In the appeal, the three bodies also urged the PNG government to allow 
humanitarian organizations access to Bougainville, to withdraw government 
forces in favour of a multinational security team, and to ‘recognise the right 
to self-determination of the people of Bougainville and to hold a referendum 
on the future status of the people of Bougainville’. 


Last year, Joseph Kabui, chairman of the interim government of Bougainville, 
who was in Geneva to attend the United Nations Human Rights Commission, told 
an audience at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (EPS 91.08.20) that the major 
cause of the problem in his country is the atrocities carried out by the PNG 
military against Bougainvilleans who wish to control their own land. 


He said previous agreements signed between the Bougainvillean 

Revolutionary Army and the PNG government have been constantly violated by the 
PNG government. He said Bougainville is not part of Papua New Guinea but 
part of the Solomon Islands ‘which are only separated from Bougainville by a 
20-mile stretch of water'. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.30 
NAGORNO-KARABAGH CONFLICT, ECUMENICAL LEADERS URGE UN INTERVENTION 


The World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference of European Churches 
(CEC) have appealed to the United Nations to help find a solution to the 
Nagorno-Karabagh conflict. 


In a joint letter addressed to UN secretary general Boutros Boutros Ghali 
dated 5 February, Emilio Castro of the WCC and Jean Fischer of the CEC said 
they were profoundly concerned about the ‘continuing violent and dangerous 
Situation in the region surrounding Nagorno Karabagh' and the likelihood of an 
escalation of the conflict. 


The two leaders criticised the military operations by both the Armenian and 
Azerbaijan forces and described the exercise as a ‘clear breach' of an 
agreement signed on 23 September 1991 between the leaders of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. The agreement, among others, urged the two countries to refrain 
from use of force and encouraged them to seek a peaceful resolution of the 
conflict. 


Nagorno-Karabagh is an enclave within the territory of Azerbaijan. About 80 
percent of the enclave's 188 000 population are Armenian. The territory was 
separated from Armenia with a strip of territory and granted to Azerbaijan in 
1921. In January 1989, Soviet central authorities placed the territory 

under a Special Administrative Committee under the authority of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet, ending 68 years of Azerbaijan administration of the enclave. 


In November of the same year, under pressure from Azerbaijan, the Special 
Administration Committee was dismissed and Nagorno-Karabagh returned to 
Azerbaijani administration. The following month, Armenians in and around 
Nagorno-Karabagh unilaterally declared their enclave united with neighbouring 
Armenia. Since then, a state of war has existed between Armenians and Azeris 
in and around Nagorno-Karabagh. 


The two ecumenical leaders in their letter to the United Nations urged the 
world body to ‘intensify and strengthen' efforts to ‘bring the conflict to a 
halt”. 


In a related development, a 5 January statement issued by the Armenian Church 
of Artsakh (Karabagh) said the economic blockade imposed by Azerbaijan over 
the Nagorno-Karabagh territory has left the enclave's inhabitants with 
‘practically no contact with the outside world.’ The statement said the 
shortage of gas, electricity, water and flour was acute. 


‘The ill and wounded are dying for lack of medical supplies. There is 
continual artillery shelling and constant attacks’ by Azerbaijan forces, the 
statement added. 


An ecumenical team which visited Armenia in July last year (EPS 91.07.23) 
reported gross human rights violations which included killings of villagers, 
systematic use of torture, widespread looting and destruction of property, 
and forced deportations. The team made an urgent appeal to the international 
community to take steps to ensure the protection of the human rights of the 
Armenian population. 


The team also appealed to the then-government of the former Soviet Union to 
re-establish the civilian administration in Nagorno-Karabagh and to assume 
‘full responsibility ‘ under national and international law for the protection 
of civilian populations in times of conflict. [EPS] 
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CHURCH PRESSURE ON US CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY CONTINUES (Tracy Early) 


The US-based churches in the corporate responsibility movement are continuing 
to press for businesses there to withdraw from South Africa, despite the 
changes that US President George Bush cited in relaxing his government's 
Sanctions on South Africa last year. 


The Interfaith Centre on Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), a New York agency 
related to the (US) National Council of Churches, lists 68 challenges on South 
Africa in its 1992 compilation of 228 church-sponsored stockholder resolutions 
filed for action at this year's annual meeting. 


Although church bodies have amassed substantial shareholdings in many 
corporations through investment of pensions, endowment and reserve funds, the 
churches never have enough to win a majority vote on the resolutions. 


However, ICCR director Timothy H. Smith says the churches, pressing the issue 
in alliance with other forces, have had a measurable effect in persuading 
corporations to reduce South African activity since 1971, when the first of 
these resolutions sought General Motors' withdrawal. Many corporations have 
left South Africa and others have curtailed operations there, he noted. 


Smith acknowledged some differences in approach among the resolutions offered 
this year as churches recognize that change has occurred in South Africa with 
the release of Nelson Mandela and other steps, and the de Kierk government has 
taken significant steps away from apartheid. 


Some resolutions, filed with corporations such as Phelps Dodge and United 
Technologies, declared it acceptable for them to 'maintain a presence in South 
Africa', but urge that they ‘refrain from expanding investment’ until a new, 
equitable constitution is ratified. 


Smith, whose Centre coordinates most of the church activity in this field, 
Says both types of resolutions carry the same basic message: South Africa 
remains an issue and ‘the churches are standing firm'. 


Susan Milka, a Roman Catholic from Texas who chairs the ICCR board, said the 
churches are keeping up the pressure in reponse to appeals such as one made by 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa in addressing the ICCR's 20th 
anniversary dinner last year. 


Many of the resolutions quoted a July 1991 statement of the South African 
Council of Churches which said ‘sanctions should only be relaxed when a 
mechanism has been set up to allow the maximum participation of all South 
Africans in the negotiations toward drawing up a new constitution and 
formulating legislation to replace apartheid legslation’. 


While the churches are challenging a broad array of corporations on South 
African ties, Smith says churches are focusing especially on banks and the 
efforts to 'make sure they do not put new capital into South Africa’. 


Identical resolutions have been filed with the Bankers Trust, Chase Manhattan, 
Chemical, Citicorp, Manufacturers Hanover Trust, J.P. Morgan and _ NCNB 
International. The resolutions call for policies against providing any loans 
or services to ‘any sector of the South African economy' until a ‘nonracial 
interim government has been installed’. [EPS] 
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HAITI: MEDIA SILENCED, VIOLENCE CONTINUES 


A January 10 message from Haiti's Ecumenical Centre for Human Rights focuses 
on violence being used to muzzle the country's media, and calls for concrete 
solidarity from world press organizations. 


Apart from government radio and television news, says the message, local media 
have been totally silenced; people who tune in to Voice of America broadcasts 
in Creole are arrested and beaten. 


Acts of violence against media representatives since the 30 September ouster 
of democratically-elected president Jean-Bertrand Aristide include the 
kidnapping of a National Radio director on the day of the coup, the 

10-December disappearance of a local radio director, and the 28-December 
discovery of a National Television cameraman's bullet-riddled body in a mass 
grave. 


Such cases, the message claims, ‘indicate that from the very beginning the 
media was the target of a planned operation to eliminate them from the 
political scene’. 


It suggests the reason for such persecution is the role played by the Haitian 
press (and, in a country where illiteracy is still rampant, by radio) in the 
struggle for democracy which brought Aristide to power. 


Having silenced the media, the coup leaders turned on other supporters of the 
legitimate government, says the message, in order to prevent them from taking 
to the streets. The Interamerican Human Rights Commission has registered 
1500 deaths since the coup. 


As a result of the media clamp-down, diplomatic isolation and a trade embargo 
against Haiti's de-facto government, the people have been left ‘without 
defence against the torments of fear and repression', while ‘the authors of 
the coup have had a free hand to manoeuvre at will and proceed with their 
propaganda’. 


As well as pleading for solidarity from overseas press, the message also 
solicits the massive presence in Haiti of representatives of international 
organizations. 


Another recent development at odds with the reserve manifested by most Western 
governments towards the new regime is the recent appointment of a new papal 
nuncio to Haiti. Many Haitians see this as a sign of Vatican support to the 
present authorities. 


After angry Port-au-Prince crowds threatened the former nuncio Mgr. Leanza 
during a January 1991 coup d'état, the latter was forced to flee the 
country. The post has been thus vacant since June 1991. A Salesian priest, 
Aristide was excluded from the Roman Catholic order before his election for 
failing to give up political activities. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.33 

BRITAIN GOT MORE FROM THIRD WORLD THAN IT GAVE, SAYS CHURCH BODY 

Christian Aid, the UK-based relief and aid agency, has said the United Kingdom 
received more money from the Third World in debt repayments in 1990 than it 
gave in new loans, investment, export credits, and aid from government and 
charities. The report on British overseas aid from 1975 to 1990 said the net 
flow from the Third World to Britain in 1990 was 2439 million UK pounds. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.02.34 
USA: COMMISSION MEETS, CONSIDERS ORTHODOX MEMBERSHIP IN NCC 


Members of a Commission which was appointed by the Standing Conference of 
Orthodox Bishops of the Americas (SCOBA) to study the issue of Orthodox 
participation in the (US) National Council of Churches and of continuing ties 
with the Episcopal Church, met 2 January in New York to gather testimony. 


The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America announced 6 June 
1991 that it was suspending further participation in the NCC ‘until further 
notice’ (EPS 91.07.03). 


The Greek Orthodox decision was followed 24 October of the same year (EPS 
91.11.45) by the Orthodox Church in America, the Serbian Orthodox Church in 
the USA and Canada, the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North 
America, and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America. 


Preliminary testimony presented before the Commission recommended continued 
participation in the NCC to the SCOBA hierarchies, with certain clarifications 
and changes. According to Milton Efthimiou, commission chairperson, several 
members presented statements evaluating the pros and cons of the Orthodox 
relationship with the NCC and the Episcopal Church. 


Andrew Vance of the Greek Orthodox Church noted that the Orthodox are not 
represented on NCC committees where major decisions are made but added that 
the Orthodox participation enabled the NCC membership to become aware of the 
Orthodox piety and that the organization provides a public forum for the 
Orthodox voice on major issues. He said he favours continued Orthodox 
membership in the NCC, with each jurisdiction having separate membership. 


Another Commission member, Emmanuel Gratsias, recommended continued, active 


Orthodox membership with substantial changes. He suggested that SCOBA 
consider a common Orthodox press or media policy for NCC developments and 
issues, with feedback to the hierarchies. A final report of the Commission 


is expected to be presented to the SCOBA meeting later this year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.35 
PACIFIC CHURCHES ON NUCLEAR TESTING, TOXIC WASTE DUMPING 


The Pacific Conference of Churches has written to the heads of churches, 
church councils, conferences of churches and other European church 
organizations to express the PCC's concern over the continued dumping of toxic 
waste and nuclear testing by some super powers in the Pacific region. 


The letter, which was signed by PCC president Patelisio Finau and Peter 
Salamonsen of the PCC's Justice, Peace and Development department, recalled 
the decisions of the PCC assembly in September last year which stated that 
‘the total environmental issue of stewardship of the Pacific inheritance be 
the top priority' of the future work of the PCC. 


‘In response to this mandate', the PCC letter said, 'we write to you ... to 
tell you that our ocean and its scattered small island nations cannot continue 
to be victims of economic and environmental exploitation by larger super 
powers'. 


The letter said the people of the Pacific ‘cannot stand idly by' and witness 
‘our environment become a chosen site for Star missile testing, toxic waste 
dumping and chemical munitions destruction’. The PCC hailed the contents of 
a letter by representatives of European churches which was issued at the WCC 
seventh assembly (7-20 February 1991, in Canberra, Australia) which expressed 
support for the environmental. concerns of the people of the Pacific. [EPS] 
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WCC RESPONDS TO FOOD CRISIS IN FORMER SOVIET REPUBLICS 


The republics of the former Soviet Union, now the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) and the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, are 
undergoing drastic economic changes, including devaluation of the rouble, 


decreased production and rising unemployment. As a result, a growing number 
of people, especially the old, the sick, and large families are facing serious 
hardships. Shortages of food, medicines and other items are also rampant. 


This grim picture is portrayed in a situation report issued 31 January by the 
World Council of Churches’ Unit IV - Sharing and Service (formerly CICARWS) ) 
on the situation in the CIS. The report highlights the urgent human needs 
which could, potentially, lead to political instability. 


The report said that an extensive Winter Relief Programme has been undertaken 
by the World Council of Churches' Unit IV. The Unit has entered into a ‘lead 
agency approach’ arrangement with relief and aid agencies working in the 


cIs. Under the arrangement, Unit IV coordinates the relief programme while 
the agencies handle the operational responsibility for some areas in the 
cIs. The distribution of food and other items is done by local ecumenical 


committees. 


Some of the lead agencies currently working in the CIS include Norwegian 
Church Aid, Swiss Inter-church Aid, Finnchurchaid, the Lutheran World Service 
and the United Methodist Church Relief Organization. 


As part of its effort to strengthen the distribution capacities of the local 
ecumenical committees, the WCC sent two trucks and a minibus, 5 February to 
the Russian Orthodox Church in the CIS. The vehicles, which cost 90 000 
Swiss francs, were loaded with food, furniture, vitamins and other items which 
were contributed by several European-based church bodies. 


The consignment represented one of many that have been sent to the churches in 
the CIS through the WCC and other church bodies as part of the total Winter 
Relief Programme. So far, 40 truck loads have been sent to Moscow, St 
Petersburg, Armenia, Ukraine, Murmansk and Archangelsk. In another 
contribution to the programme, the WCC launched (31 January) an appeal for US$ 
750 000 to be used for food, medicines and transportation for the CIS. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.37 
CHINA: CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE HELD, YOUTH, WOMEN DISCUSSED 


The Fifth National Chinese Christian Conference (NCCC) closed in Beijing (6 
January) with a call for renewed emphasis on younger leadership, the role of 
women, church order and commitment to the tThree-Self principles of 
self-government, self-support and self-propagation. The meeting brought 
together 273 delegates from 29 provinces, municipalities and autonomous 
regions, under the theme ‘Running The Church Well'. 


A report titled ‘Grace Beyond Words' outlined the work of the Protestant 
churches during the past five years. The report noted that the number of 
Protestant churches in China has risen from 4000 in 1986 to more than 7000 
today. 


The conference also re-elected Bishop K.H. Ting as head of the National 
Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Churches in 
China and the China Christian Council. 


The NCCC is the highest decision-making body of the Protestant Christian 
churches in China and meets every five to six years. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.38 
AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN PLANS TO ORDAIN WOMEN HALTED BY COURT (Stephen Webb) 


An Australian Anglican diocesan bishop has been prevented from ordaining women 
by what he calls the use of law in the hands of the controlling faction of the 
‘most conservative diocese in the whole of the world-wide Anglican 
communion’. Bishop Owen Dowling of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and 
Goulburn on 2 February ordained six men to the priesthood. He also was to 
have ordained 11 women but was prevented from doing so two days earlier by a 
ruling of the New South Wales (NSW) Court of Appeal, following two months of 
tense posturing, legal action and close scrutiny of the media. 


On 6 December 1991 the Anglican Church's Appellate Tribunal, whose task it is 
to interpret the church's constitution, gave ultimately non-definitive answers 
to a number of questions regarding the ordination of women as priests. Those 
who had hoped the tribunal would have opened the way to the ordination of 
women as priests were told the responsibility for any further action towards 
the ordination seemed to rest with the national General Synod, due to meet in 
July 1992. 


Before the end of last December, Dowling, believing that with the support of 
his diocesan synod he had the freedom to act on a local basis, announced his 


intention to ordain a number of women on 2 February 1992. Archbishop Donald 
Robinson of Sydney, in his capacity as Metropolitan of NSW, of which Canberra 
and Goulburn is a part, directed Dowling not to proceed. Dowling refused to 
comply. On 16 January 1992, three members of the church - two clergy and a 
lay person - sought an injunction in the NSW Supreme Court restraining the 
ordination. 


The application for an injunction was rejected on the grounds that the church 
should settle its own affairs, but three days later the Court of Appeal 
decided civil courts in NSW had a constitutional responsibility to concern 
themselves with the order of the church. It sought to preserve the status 
quo by restraining the proposed ordination. 


Dowling's immediate response was: ‘This is a clear example of the letter of 
the law being used to quench the life of the spirit in the church. A 
minority of the church family with an intransigent attitude towards change is 
holding the church back in its life and witness in the twentieth century.' 
He said his heart went out not only to the women who could not be ordained on 
2 February, but to ‘all women of the church who continue to be discriminated 
against by those who turn questionable tradition into immutable law'. 


On 2 February, six men were received into the holy office of the priesthood 
and 11 women defiantly were affirmed fit for that office. One of the women 
Said she couldn't wait until the afternoon was over. One said entering the 
cathedral ‘was like going to the gallows'. Another said in addition to 
grief, anger and fierceness she felt a sense of victory because hypocrisy had 
been exposed. 


The presentation of the candidates for priesthood was amended slightly to 
comply with the court order while making it clear the women were no less fit 
for ordination than the men and that they would be ordained at the earliest 
opportunity. While the men were ordained, the women stood, several weeping. 
Australian Primate, Archbishop Keith Rayner of Melbourne, then issued a 
moratorium on attempts to ordain women and on proceedings in the NSW courts. 
‘If there is one thing that the church should be demonstrating to the whole 
community', he said, ‘it is that we can hold together in love and mutual 
respect even as we differ.' [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.39 
ECUMENICAL LEADERS MEET HEAD OF UN CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT 
Emilio Castro and Gunnar Staalsett, the general secretaries of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation, met 
with Maurice F. Strong, secretary general of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED), 14 January at the Ecumenical Centre. 
The three leaders discussed among other topics the contribution of the 
churches to the forthcoming UNCED conference or ‘Earth Summit' to be held in 


Rio de Janeiro/Brazil in June. The two ecumenical leaders welcomed news of 
the Earth Pledge and agreed to find ways of bringing the Pledge to their 
constituencies. Plans were also discussed for a special ecumenical 


Pentecost/Earth Day service in Rio de Janeiro and similar services in local 
congregations around the world. In July last year (EPS 91.07.01), the WCC 
issued a brochure in which it urged its member churches to get involved in the 
dissemination of information related to environmental and developmental 
issues. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.40 
BULGARIA: ORTHODOX RADIO STATION IN THE OFFING 
A new constitution adopted by the Bulgarian parliament will drastically reduce 
the state monopoly on the ownership of radio and television stations in 


Bulgaria. A committee of experts and politicians has been appointed to 
decide on the allocation of FM frequencies for private radio stations in the 
capital Sofia and other major Bulgarian cities. One of the applicants for a 


licence is the Saint Ivan Rilski Foundation, a body closely linked to the 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church. If granted, the body intends to operate a 24-hour 
radio station in Sofia, making it the first church-linked station to open in 
the country. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.41 

KENYA: ECUMENICAL BODY TO INVITE POLL OBSERVERS 

The National Council of Churches in Kenya plans to invite international 
observers to monitor the proposed multi-party elections, with or without 
government approval. NCCK general secretary Samuel Kobia said a number of 
international bodies have expressed willingness to send observers. A special 
meeting of the ruling Kenya African National Union which has ruled Kenya as a 
one-party state since 1982, announced 3 December (EPS 91.12.77) that it would 
allow the registration of opposition parties in the country. The date for 
the elections is yet to be announced. [EPS] 


} EPS 92.02.42 
ECUMENICAL BODY LOSES LEGAL BATTLE OVER REFUGEE LAW 

A three-year legal battle by the Canadian Council of Churches to change 
Canada's refugee legislation was halted by the country's Supreme Court in a 
decision late January. The decision denies the ecumenical body the right to 
take court action on the issue. The CCC asserted that Canada's refugee law 
does not live up to the country's Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Ellen 
Turley of the CCC described the court's ruling 'a sad day for all human rights 
groups in Canada'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.43 

UK: POLL SHOWS BRITISH FAVOUR MORE AID TO THIRD WORLD 

A poll commissioned by Christian Aid, the UK-based relief and aid agency, 
found that 48 per cent of British people are in favour of cutting defence 
spending in order to increase aid to the Third World. Forty-one percent were 
opposed to such a policy. The poll also found that 49 per cent of 
respondents were in favour of writing-off debts to the Third World, while 38 
per cent were against. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.02.44 
JAPAN: UNITED CHURCH ELECTS NEW GENERAL SECRETARY 
The executive council of the United Church of Christ in Japan (The Kyodan) 
meeting (21-23 January) elected Fujiwara Takanori as general secretary. The 
meeting also extended for another four years the term of office of Kimijima 
Yozaburo, UCCJ executive secretary. The meeting named 10-12 November as the 
dates for the church's general assembly. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.45 
EUROPEAN BAPTIST LEADERS MEET TO DISCUSS THEIR ROLE 
Fifty leaders from 23 Baptist unions in Europe took part in a consultation in 
Dorfweil, Germany (26-29 January) under the theme ‘The Role of Baptist 


Churches in Europe’. Most of the participants in the consultation serve 
their national Baptist unions in the capacities of general secretaries, 
seminary principals and professors and other leadership positions. The 


participants drafted a document which spells out the role and purpose of the 
Baptist churches in Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.46 

KENYA: CHURCH LEADERS DECRY FORMATION OF ISLAMIC PARTY 

Kenyan church leaders have expressed concern over the formation of a political 
party by Kenyan Muslims. National Council of Churches of Kenya's general 
secretary Sam Kobia and [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya archbishop 
Manasses Kuria said in separate statements that in a secular state like Kenya, 
religion should play the role of a peace maker and mediator. Kenya reverted 
to multi-party politics last December following a decision of the ruling Kenya 
National African Union to allow the formation of opposition political 
parties. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.47 
ECUTEXT: Human Rights Situation in Peru 


{This is the text of the conclusions and recommendations of an international 
ecumenical delegation that visited Peru 30 September-7 October 1991. They 
are part of a larger report titled ‘Peru: One Year Later' prepared by the 
then-Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America of the World Council of 
Churches. The recommendations were presented to the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission currently meeting in Geneva/Switzerland. ] 


The overall situation in Peru has continued to deteriorate since the first 
ecumenical delegation travelled to Peru in October 1990 (EPS 90.10.49, 
13.453). The struggle to survive has intensified as has the level of poverty 
for the majority of the Peruvian people. The cholera epidemic, which first 
surfaced in Peru in January 1991, was one more assault on a society already 
stretched to the limits of endurance. 


Political violence carried out by insurgent groups, in particular Sendero 
Luminoso (The Shining Path) has escalated and there has been no end to the 
ongoing reports of summary executions and massacres, torture and enforced 
disappearances by Peruvian security forces. Impunity for human rights 
abusers is pervasive. There seems to be little political will to create a 
climate which is more favourable to peace. 


The policy of responding to ‘barbarism with barbarism' is leading to the 
increasing militarization of Peru and weakening the nation's democratic 
institutions as the most recent decree laws promulgated by President Fujimori 
clearly demonstrate. 


Obviously the Peruvian government is sensitive as to how it is perceived by 
the international community. It does not seem to be mere chance that reports 
of enforced disappearances by. security forces decreased in mid 1991 as the US 
Congress was examining Peru's human rights record. [over ] 
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This leads to the conclusion that human rights abuses by state forces can be 
brought to an end when there is a political will to do so. For this reason 
it is all the more important that the international community act in a 
concerted and decisive manner to help bring an end to the widespread abuses 
documented in this and many other similar reports. 


The delegation wishes to emphasize its profound concern for the repeated 
verbal attacks made by President Fujimori against Peru's human rights 
organizations. Such unfounded attacks can only place in even greater danger 
women and men who have placed themselves at considerable risk in order to 
defend the dignity of life. In this context it is exceedingly important that 
international support be maintained and strengthened to keep open the space 
for human rights organizations in Peru to be able to carry out their 


legitimate work. The delegation wishes to bring to the attention of the 
Peruvian authorities, the international community and to churches worldwide, 
the critical situation facing the people of Peru. To this end it strongly 


recommends that: 


i In view of the dramatic socio-economic situation facing Peru, every 
effort be made at the international level to reduce or extinguish Peru's 
foreign debt. Clearly, the enormous burden of the structural adjustment 


programmes have only heightened the social tensions and brought about 
increased hunger and misery. 


Ze The government of Peru develop a new peace strategy with the political 
participation of the civil society. Such a strategy should ensure that 
military authority will be subordinated to civil authority including within 
those zones presently under a State of Emergency. It should also guarantee 
that compulsory recruitment of peasants into civil defence committees is 
prohibited. 


3 Church and human rights organizations in Latin America, the United 
States, Canada and Europe increase international solidarity with the people of 
Peru. This may be expressed through organized visits, reports and ongoing 


support to Peru's human rights community as well as accompaniment of Peru's 
churches in the difficult task to attain peace and defend life. 


4. International non-governmental organizations (NGOs) make a concerted 
effort to bring the situation in Peru to the agendas of various international 
human rights, refugee and development organizations. 


SS In view of the increasing numbers of internally-displaced people in Peru, 
the World Council of Churches and other international organizations support 
efforts aimed at providing the international community with a better 
understanding of the phenomenon and root causes of internal displacement in 
Peru as well as proposals to respond to this tragic situation. 


6. Governments throughout the world express their concern in international 
fora such as the United Nations Commission on Human Rights with regard to the 
serious human rights situation in Peru. 


ci The United Nations Commission on Human Rights appoint a Special Expert or 
Rapporteur to ensure a detailed and uninterrupted monitoring of the situation 
in Peru, recognizing that the motivation for this initiative is not to punish 
the Peruvian government but rather to support those in positions of authority 
in Peru who wish to bring an end to the serious human rights violations and to 
safeguard Peru's democratic institutions. Finally, the delegation calls upon 
President Fujimori to publicly retract the statements he has made condemning 
Peruvian human rights organizations and to announce his full support and that 
of his government to the important work these organizations are conducting in 
defence of human rights and life. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: New Religious Movements in Africa (Paul Gifford) (IT) 


[Gifford is a former lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe. He is author of 
several books on Christianity in Africa, including Christianity in Africa: To 
Save or to Enslave?. This is the second of a two-part item excerpted from 
Gifford's paper, ‘New Religious Movements' which he presented at the 
‘Symposium on Problems and Promises for Mission: Africa Beyond 2000' 
organized by the All Africa Conference of Churches, Mombasa/Kenya. The first 
part appeared as EPS.91.02.28.] 


-.. The Big Man's off-the-cuff remarks have the power of law. He demands 
thunderous applause from the legislature when ordering far-reaching changes in 
the constitution. He blesses His home region with highways, schools, 
hospitals, housing projects, irrigation schemes, and a presidential mansion. 
He packs the civil service with His tribesmen. He awards uncompetitive, 
overpriced contracts to foreign companies which grant him, his family and his 
associates large kickbacks. He manipulates price and import controls to 
weaken profitable businesses and leave them vulnerable to takeover at bargain 
prices by His business associates. He affects a commitment to free-market 
economic reform to secure multi-million-dollar loans and grants from the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund. He espouses the political philosophy 
of whatever foreign government gives him the most money. 


‘He is - and he makes sure that He is known to be - the richest man in the 
country. He buys off rivals by passing out envelopes of cash or import 
licenses or government land. He questions the patriotism of the few He 
cannot buy, accusing them of corruption or charging them with ‘serving foreign 
masters'. His enemies are harassed by ‘youth wingers' from the ruling 
party. His enemies are detained or exiled, humiliated or bankrupted, 
tortured or killed. He uses the resources of the state to feed a cult of 
personality that defines him as incorruptible, all-knowing, physically strong, 
courageous in battle, sexually potent, and kind to children. His cult 
equates his personal well-being with the well-being of the state. His rule 
has one over-riding goal: to perpetuate His reign as Big Man. ... 


Economically, this political arrangement has been disastrous. It has harmed 
Africa more than wars, plagues, famines and droughts, which in many cases are 
not unrelated to the more fundamental evil of personal misrule. This, more 
than any other factor, has beggared the continent. It is not necessary to 
plot again the decline of Africa, or to list its woes as we enter the 1990s by 
any accepted standard of reckoning - statistics for life expectancy, child 
mortality, health, education, gross domestic product - Africa has fallen well 
behind other developing areas of the world; the region is slipping out of the 
third world into its own bleak category of the nth world. ... 


Africa's political, economic and social reality has considerable bearing on 
the churches. Let me mention some of the connections. First, the question 
of the Big Man. Big Men in their attempt to secure total personal power, 
have in many places coopted the mainline churches. The mainline churches 
have thus effectively become part of the structures of dominance. A classic 
illustration is Liberia at the time of Doe's coup. President Tolbert was the 
head of the Baptist church; his Vice-President, Bennie Warner, as presiding 
bishop of the Methodist church; the chairman of the sole legal party was the 
moderator of the Presbyterian church. Thus these pillars of the whole 
corrupt establishment were also the heads of Liberia's three oldest churches. 
[over] 
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In many countries Big Men with dubious commitment to accountability or human 


rights hold important offices in mainline churches. Often churches have 
allowed themselves to be bought by favours and privileges, and fete and honour 
the Big Man on whom they depend. Of course there is nothing particularly 


African about this; just a few months before the overthrow of the Romanian 
dictator Ceausescu, a byword for corruption, megalomania and oppression, 
church leaders in an 'Interconfessional Conference of Homage' hailed Ceaucescu 
as ‘the most beloved son of the Romanian nation ... a brilliant founder of 
socialist Romania ... a man whose mind and soul have realized the interests of 
the people’. ... 


The 'Big Man' phenomenon has had an even greater impact on African churches, 
however. For many churches have in large measure adopted this model of 
leadership themselves. Church has taken its cue from society. Churches, 
too, have been run by people who understood their job primarily in terms of 
their own power, status, wealth. Polity differs from church to church, but 
frequently the same trend is evident; leaders in churches without bishops 
make themselves’ bishops; in other churches bishops for fixed terms make 
themselves bishops for life; in others they refuse to retire at the time 
stipulated in the constitution. 


Church leaders rig elections, or use patronage to secure votes. They 
distribute jobs to their own region, tribesmen, family. They ban opponents 
(often in flagrant disregard of the church’s constitution). Sometimes they 
prevent any alternative leadership arising - so when they die or eventually 
depart after 30 years there is no one trained to take over. They are the 
church; the church is theirs. They are autocrats and dictators who run 
their church exactly as their models and exemplars run their state. This has 
considerable bearing on the rise of new religious groups. We noted how the 
state alienates its citizens; citizens know that the state is not for them, 
is not theirs. Similarly, so many church members feel that the church is not 
for them, that it is not theirs. It exists for the professionals who derive 
their living, status, power, authority from it. The African state of the Big 
Man alienates its people; unfortunately some mainline churches function in a 
somewhat similar way. ... 


The economic collapse of Africa has affected the mainline churches in another 
way. Throughout the 1980s we have witnessed the explosion of NGOs across 
Africa. To some degree these NGOs have benefited from donor agencies' 
reluctance to give money to corrupt and unaccountable governments. In 
looking for more accountable recipients, donors readily adopted Christian 
churches. Churches have thus begun to receive considerable funding. As a 
result churches have become sizeable empires, with offices, departments, 
numerous employees, fleets of vehicles. This influx of money has almost 
changed the nature of some churches; it has brought about what has been 
called the ‘NGO-ization' of the churches. Leaders are now appointed not for 
their spiritual leadership but for their ability to get money from Germany, 
Scandinavia and the USA. Their life is one of securing funds, they are out 
of the country half the time. The church's performance is assessed by 
criteria more appropriate to USAID than a traditional church. Christian 
councils are even more affected. ... 


I think the importance of Africa's economic collapse cannot be overestimated 


when discussing the present state of African Christianity. There is a 
correlation between the economy and Christian vitality. Take Gabon, 
sub-Saharan Africa's richest country. The Catholics and the Eglise 


Evangélique do not even have seminaries; 1'Alliance Chrétienne du Gabon told 
me that during the oil boom they had to close down their bible school; no one 
was interested in coming. Only when the boom collapsed was it worth their 
while to reopen. The widespread economic collapse elsewhere has certainly 
led to some individuals beginning their own churches out of desire for 
financial gain. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


eo te ee KK Ke Kk Kee KK Ke ke KK RK KR OK eK Ke KK he Rk ROK 


The following World Council of Churches meetings are scheduled to take place 
on the following dates: 


Executive Committee 19-23 March in Santiago, Chile 
Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


The following is a tentative schedule of the EPS deadlines for the month of 
March: 


Monday 2 March 
Monday 9 . 
Monday 16 a 
Monday 23 i 


The Reformed Church in America seeks to employ an Executive Director for 
the African-American Council beginning summer 1992. More information is 
available from Sonia Brooks-Omulepu, African-American Council, Reformed 
Church in America, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115, Tel: 212-870-2538. 
Appeal from WCC/Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


South Africa: US$ 575 000 for Mozambican refugees. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.02.49 
EASTERN ORTHODOX LEADERS TO MEET: PEACE, LOVE, HOPE ON AGENDA 


Primates of all autocephalous and autonomous Eastern Orthodox churches will 
gather in Istanbul, see of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, at the end of the 
second week of March to manifest Orthodox unity, strengthen inter-Orthodox 
ties and address a message of love, hope and peace to the world. Climaxing 
the event will be a eucharistic liturgy marking the annual Sunday of 
Orthodoxy, celebrated on the first Sunday of the Great Lent (15 March this 
year). 


The presence of all fourteen primates at the gathering, called by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomeos, is unprecedented, says Georges Tsetsis, who represents 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches. Envoys from Patriarch Bartholomeos, who was enthroned in November, 
have visited all the Orthodox churches in recent months to convey the 
invitation and gather material for the agenda. 


Tsetsis dismissed as a ‘false impression' the report in some quarters that the 
extraordinary gathering has been convened to deal exclusively with tensions 
among Orthodox and Roman Catholic in Eastern and Central Europe, though he 
said such points of contention as difficulties over uniate churches ‘will 
certainly be discussed’. Also excluded from the agenda of the March meeting 
are topics previously placed on the agenda of the planned Great and Holy 
Council of the Orthodox Church. 


Internal Orthodox unity is a critical problem in some areas, Tsetsis noted. 
Although a split between the Serbian Orthodox Church and ae dissident 
jurisdiction in the USA has recently been resolved, divisions have arisen over 
canonically unrecognized claims of autocephaly in 'Macedonia' and the Ukraine 
and over the presence of ‘parallel jurisdictions' in Russia, Greece and 
elsewhere. 


With the fall of Communist rule, clergy of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
Russia - established in 1922 in Karlovci, Serbia, and later moved to 
Jordanville, New York (USA) - have returned to Russia and sought to establish 
their own dioceses parallel to those of the Moscow Patriarchate, claiming that 
it is they who have maintained the identity of the church during the period 
Since the Russian Revolution. 


Similarly, in Greece, the so-called Old Calendarists, who claim as many as 

700 000 adherents, say it is they, rather than the Church of Greece, who have 
remained faithful to Orthodoxy since 1923, when the Church of Greece, like the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and other Orthodox churches, adopted the Gregorian 
calendar - which this dissident group rejects as a Western invention, linked 
to the ecumenical movement. The Old Calendarists (who have themselves split 
into three or four groups) have a sizeable following among Greek immigrant 
communities in the US, Germany and Australia (where some staged protest 
demonstrations against the WCC's Seventh Assembly last year), as well as in 
Cyprus. 


Tsetsis said the primates will probably also offer an evaluation of the 
ecumenical movement and bilateral theological conversations in which the 
Orthodox are participating, make a statement about the witness of the church, 
evangelization in the world today and address concerns about creation, 
environment and contemporary moral issues. [over] 
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Bilateral conversations between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Roman 
Catholic Church, interrupted by tensions over the uniate churches and charges 
by the Russian Church that the Vatican is engaged in 'proselytism' in its 
territories, are scheduled to resume in Geneva on 2 and 3 March. The Joint 
International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Eastern Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic Churches will meet next June in Lebanon. In a statement 
at the end of its last session (June 1990), the Joint Commission said the 
uniate question is ‘an urgent problem to be treated with priority over all 
other subjects to be discussed in the dialogue’. It rejected '"uniatism" as 
a method of unity' and recognized that existing uniate churches present some 
‘concrete points of friction' which need to be resolved. 


Addressing a symposium in Rome on 8 February, Pope John Paul II expressed the 
desire for a resumption of full communion between the Eastern and Western 
churches and said it is ‘very important that the problems existing between the 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church be examined anew' in the light of the 
primacy of the Bishop of Rome during the first millennium after Christ. 
Agreeing that such communion is desirable, Tsetsis says it can be established 
‘once the ecclesiological problem which is at the root of Orthodox-Roman 
Catholic separation is cleared up. But it must be communion with the Bishop 
of Rome, not under the Bishop of Rome, for each church of a given place, under 
its bishop, is the local expression of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
church of Christ in all ‘its fullness’. 


Tsetsis linked a recent and unusually harsh attack on the Vatican and the pope 
by the holy synod of the Church of Greece to centuries-old fears of Roman 


Catholic domination over all Christendom. ‘The crusades, which caused 
considerable damage to the churches of the Orient, are still very much in the 
minds of many', he said. Also behind the statement, which described the pope 


as ‘neither sincere nor fraternal’ and urged the Greek government to break 
diplomatic relations with the Vatican, was anger over the Pope's including 
‘Macedonian’ among the languages in which he gave his Christmas greetings last 
year. Tsetsis says Greeks saw that as an endorsement of Macedonia's 
political independence movement, which claims large territories in Greece, 
including Thessaloniki, as part of a ‘Macedonian republic'. 


Asked about the synod's statement, a Greek government spokesman said the 


question of breaking relations with the Vatican was not being considered. A 
Vatican spokesman called the statement ‘unfounded', describing it as 
reminiscent of ‘prejudices expressed in circles outside of Christian 


thought'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.50 
SUDAN: CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION ON RISE AS SHARIA LAW IS DECLARED 


A major persecution of Christians is under way in Sudan, eleven months after 
the Sudanese military ruler, Omar Hassan el-Bashir, ordered an immediate 
imposition of Islamic Sharia law in the Muslim-dominated northern Sudan, 
reports the Kenya-based Africa Press Service. 


The report said the Sudanese leader, in his December 1990 declaration, ordered 
that the mainly Christian and animist southern Sudan would be allowed to 
choose its own legal system and that in the meantime its laws would remain 
unchanged. But, adds the report, Christians are already reeling under the 
new legislation which is being applied throughout the country, including some 
Christian areas still under government control. Muslim zealots are reported 
to be on the warpath to stop Christianity from spreading in the country. 


In an effort to bring the persecution to world attention, a Roman Catholic 
missionary order - the Maryknolls - sent an urgent appeal to East African 
Catholic bishops in January to help mount a world-wide campaign against the 
alleged persecution, the APS report said. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH WORKER KILLED AS VIOLENCE INTENSIFIES 


While politicians negotiate a ‘new South Africa’, a new eruption of 
politically- and racially-motivated violence is occurring throughout’ the 
country, reports the South African Church News. 


A field worker with the Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness 
(PASCA) was murdered 8 February, minutes after briefing a delegation of US 
professionals about violence in the Natal region of South Africa. 


S'Khumbuzo Mbatha was shot as he was leaving a restaurant in the evening after 
a dinner meeting with a delegation sent by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, a 
private institution that funds development projects around the world. 


According to a statement signed by members of the Kellog delegation, police 
arrived after fifteen minutes. ‘No apparent attempt was made to identify or 
follow the assailants and numerous witnesses at the scene were never 
interviewed by the police, nor was the area cordoned off to conduct an 
evidence search. We observed some policemen joking and laughing at the 
scene’, the statement said. 


In addition to his church-related work, Mbatha had been active in the United 
Democratic Front and the African National Congress and had been arrested and 
detained numerous times by the South African police for his political 
activities. 


Roman Catholic archbishop Denis Hurley said 10 February that the Mbatha 
murder may be part of a conspiracy to sabotage the work of the National Peace 
Accord in Natal. 


The archbishop called on the police at the ‘highest level to track down, 
expose and suppress any possible conspiracy’. Should the Peace Accord 
endeavour fail, ‘South Africa faces even worse public violence than it has 
experienced in recent years', he added. 


Meanwhile, oral testimony presented by Amnesty International before the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights, currently sitting in Geneva, said the 
South African government continues to inflict murder and other human right 
violations against South Africans who are supporters of the African National 
Congress. 


The testimony, based on Amnesty investigations within the country, said that 
‘more than 2000 people were killed in 1991, with many others injured, made 
homeless or forced into hiding to avoid assassination’. 


Amnesty said the victims in the main were ‘members or perceived sympathisers 
of the ANC and other formerly banned organizations, trade unionists and people 
of unknown affiliation who were victims of randomly-inflicted terror on 
commuter trains’. 


‘There is overwhelming evidence that the policy of security force bias towards 
Inkatha and against the ANC and allied organizations has resulted in killings 
and other human rights violations', Amnesty International said. [EPS] 
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USA: CHURCH AID TO FORMER SOVIET UNION OFFERED 'CAUTIOUSLY' (Tracy Early) 


Churches in the United States are showing concern for relief needs in Russia 
and other parts of the former Soviet Union, but are responding 'cautiously', 
according to an official coordinating much of the response. 


L. Newton Thurber, interim Europe director for the (US) National Council of 
Churches (NCC), said in a 6 February interview in New York that the caution 
derived from a desire to avoid adverse effects on fund-raising for Third World 
needs. Black church leaders, he said, have been pointing out that even in 
the current distress of the former Soviet area, people there still have not 
fallen to the levels of many parts of Africa and other poor regions. 


But US Christians, Thurber said, believe the history of their country's Cold 
War relationship to the Soviet Union makes it important for them now to build 
bridges, and particularly to help the churches there. 


He said US$ 256 000 had been raised by the NCC and sent to help finance relief 
efforts directed by the World Council of Churches (WCC). In addition, he 
said, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is serving as one of 
the leading agencies in gathering and shipping food to Moscow under the WCC 
programme. 


Just back from a 25 January-3 February visit to Russia, Thurber said he had 
been told that families were using up their food reserves, and the most 
difficult period was yet to come - in March, April and May. But he said 
Russian church leaders also emphasized the need for help with long-term 
development. 


Thurber said Lamar Gibble, a Church of the Brethren official who accompanied 
him on the trip, would direct a programme to send US agricultural specialists 
to Russia, and bring Russians to the US for training. 


Among denominational projects, United Methodists brought some of the Chernobyl 
children to the US for treatment, and have sent Christine Hena, a Liberian 
with public health training, to represent them in Moscow. Representatives of 
the Episcopal Presiding Bishop's Fund recently visited St Petersburg to assess 
needs of the new Orthodox St Xenia's Hospital. 


Membership of the US Orthodox churches in the NCC is currently suspended. 
But in November they formed a joint agency, Orthodox Christian Charities, that 
is planning an aid programme. 


Charles Ajalat, a California lawyer who represents the Antiochian Archdiocese 
on the WCC Central Committee, heads the new agency. In a telephone interview 
8 February, he said it had been allotted 12 000 metric tons, worth 

US$ 17 million, of US government food being given to the former Soviet Union, 
and he expected the first shipment to go in a month or so. 


Thurber said the NCC, despite the US Orthodox suspension, was working 
primarily through Orthodox church officials in Russia. He also said there 
was consultation with Michael G. Roshak, a deacon of the Orthodox Church in 
America who is NCC Europe secretary on leave to represent the United Bible 
Societies in Moscow. 


Many projects to assist the former Soviet area are also underway outside the 
NCC sphere, Thurber noted. World Vision, a conservative evangelical agency, 
will distribute US$ 55 million in government food aid to Armenia, he said. 
Roman Catholics, who have their own aid programmes, will be represented at an 
NCC consultation 26-27 February to discuss further help, Thurber added. [EPS] 
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USA: 'MISSIONARY' EPISCOPALIANS TO STAY WITHIN CHURCH 


Leaders of the Episcopal Synod of America (ESA) have expressed their desire to 
stay within the Episcopal Church, according to a report in Episcopal News 
Service. However, in a 17 January letter, the nine bishops - four active and 
five retired - reaffirmed their support for a ‘missionary diocese' which they 
formed last November (EPS 91.12.12, 12.54). 


The ESA is a group opposed to what it perceives as liberal trends in the 
Episcopal Church, including the ordination of women to the priesthood. 


The bishops claim that a non-geographically-based diocese is necessary to 
protect traditionalist parishes from what ESA members’ have’- termed 
‘persecution’ by liberal bishops. But both Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury have described the plan as _ potentially 
‘schismatic'. 


Saying their intentions have been misjudged, the nine bishops insist that the 
purpose of a missionary diocese is 'to enhance the mission of the church, not 
to fragment it'. The January statement asked 'traditionalist' congregations 
which are able to do so to remain in their own dioceses. If that proves 
impossible, it says, ESA bishops will offer mediation 'where possible without 
violating the convictions of the congregations or the principles of the ESA'. 


Several critics of the ESA plan expressed encouragement at the tone of the 
January letter, but insisted that such a ‘parallel jurisdiction' violates 
Episcopal canons. While admitting to ‘serious canonical questions about the 
missionary diocese', Bishop William Wantland of Eau Claire (Wisconsin), one of 
the signers of the letter, said the church should be open to it as a means to 
incorporate disaffected and former members. Wantland noted that there are 
parallel jurisdictions in other parts of the Anglican Communion, including New 
Zealand and South Africa. [EPS] 
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WCC TELLS UN COMMISSION OF SERIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN PERU 


In its intervention to the 48th session of the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission currently meeting in Geneva, the World Council of Churches' Unit 
III - Justice, Peace and Creation - presented the conclusions of a report by 
an ecumenical delegation that visited Peru in October 1991 (EPS 92.02.47). 


The report cites specific instances of political violence, torture, 
disappearances, attacks against human rights organizations, and death squad 
and Shining Path guerrilla violence. It lays some of the blame for human 
rights violations on the government's lack of political will, as illustrated 
by recent security regulations and by the de facto impunity accorded to 
military officers accused of human rights’ crimes. The intervention 
identifies Peru as ‘a country which suffers from the most cruel and intense 
political violence in all the Americas' and expresses the view that Peru's 
human rights situation could be greatly improved if ‘the present government 
were to demonstrate the authentic political will to respect human rights. A 
change in this direction should be demanded and demonstrated. ' 


It adds that the human rights situation could improve if ‘the international 
community were to put into practice its solidarity in relation to Peru's 
foreign debt and development aid', and if the UN Human Rights Commission ‘were 
to issue a declaration on the Peruvian situation and undertake an in-depth 
study on the possibility of naming a special observer or independent expert 
who might observe and advise the Peruvian government with respect to human 
rights'. The submission concludes by urging respect for the ‘basic human 


rights of the Peruvian people ... .' [EPS] 
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FRANCE: PROTESTANT PRESSURE ON PLIGHT OF ASYLUM SEEKERS CONTINUES : 


The president of the French Protestant Federation has written to member 
churches and affiliated organizations asking them to urge their own local and 
regional bodies to intervene with government authorities on any occasion when 
the rights of asylum and reception of refugees are being threatened or laws 
being applied too restrictively. 


The letter from Jacques Stewart was mandated by the FPF council which met in 
February to review resolutions passed by the Federation at its general 
assembly in November [EPS 91.12.03]. Two of those resolutions addressed the 
situation of asylum-seekers and refugees in France. 


The Council also heard a report from Genevieve Jacques, general secretary of 
the French ecumenical aid agency CIMADE, detailing its plans to launch a major 
ecumenical campaign to mobilize public opinion on these issues under the theme 
'To Receive the Stranger’. 


While the arrival and permanent presence in France of a large foreign 
population is not a new phenomenon, a CIMADE appeal says, it is provoking 
aggravated reactions of xenophobia today because ‘nationalist groups' are 
demagogically playing on people's sense of 'dispossession and insecurity’. 


It is also clear, the document continues, that all of Western Europe must face 
up to immigration from the South and the East. ‘The demographic, economic or 
political explanations given for this do not change the inescapable reality. 
One can try to regulate it, to manage it, but one cannot oppose it.' 


The theme 'To Receive the Stranger' expresses a 'polemical' conviction, CIMADE 
Says; and those who have proposed it are seeking a positive response to the 
questions it raises. Yet it must be clear that the campaign has _ no 
‘prefabricated programmes' or ‘ready-made solutions’, and that its object is 
to engage a discussion, not to constitute a sort of party. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.56 
UGANDA: RELIGION JOURNALISTS CALL FOR MEDIA FREEDOM 


Ugandan [Roman] Catholic journalists and broadcasters have proposed that the 
country's new constitution currently under preparation should guarantee media 
freedom. 


The proposal is contained in a document submitted to the Ugandan Constitutional 
Commission by the Catholic Journalists and Broadcasters Association. The new 
constitution is expected to come into effect next year. 


The document advocates free access to information, as well as free 
expression. It suggests that licences should be given to independent radio 
stations which would encourage high professional and technical standards. 
The proposal also recommends the reorganization of the country's ministry of 
information and broadcasting so that all telecommunication activities fall 
within its mandate. [EPS] 

EPS 92.02.57 
CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 
The 23rd session of the Synod of the Church of South India meeting in 
Palayamkottai (11-15 January) elected new office bearers for the period 1992 


to 1994. Bishop of Nandyal, B.R. Devapriam, was elected moderator; and 
Bishop of Tirunelveli, Jason S. Dharmaraj, was elected deputy. George Kosy 
was elected general secretary, and D.P.Kingsley treasurer. The theme of the 


meeting was 'Good News To All Creation'. [EPS] 
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LEBANON: POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION CHURCH BODY'S PRIORITY 


The process of reconstructing Lebanon and the rehabilitation of thousands of 
people after more than 15 years of civil war is a major priority of the Middle 
East Council of Churches (MECC). This was said by two officials of the 
regional ecumenical body who visited the World Council of Churches' Geneva 
headquarters 12 February. 


Souad Hajj, director of the MECC's Emergency, Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction (ERRR) programme, and Sami Markus, coordinator of the housing 
aspect of the programme, said in an interview that the war in Lebanon had left 
thousands of people homeless, displaced and destitute. They said many people 
were refugees in their own country. Now that the war is over, they added, 
many people are trying to go back to their villages to start life anew. 


Explaining the ERRR programme, Hajj said the MECC plays the role of an 
‘enabler' by working through local communities, churches or through non-church 
structures in the areas of agriculture, health, and education. 


She said the agricultural aspect of the programme seeks to help people to 
start income-generating projects. In the past year, she added, 53 schools 
and orphanages were assisted as part of the education aspect of the ERRR 
programmme. In the area of health, Hajj said the programme helps at least 90 
poor people per month by paying their hospitalization and other medical bills. 


Housing people whose homes were destroyed during the war is also another 
important task of the ERRR, said Markus. He explained that the programme has 
now helped over 700 families with many more still on the waiting list. 


On the Gulf war, the two officials said the conflict displaced thousands of 
Gulf workers from Asia and other Middle Eastern countries. Thousands of them 
fled to Lebanon to seek refuge, making the already-desperate situation there 
worse. 


They noted that the Lebanese people have grown tired of the civil war and want 
to get on with their lives. While confirming that security has significantly 
improved and that relief and other aid can reach most parts of the country, 
the two officials said that many people remain cautious about the situation in 
general. 


Hajj noted that the war had destroyed the infrastructure, left hundreds of 
injured people and many homeless and that much remained to be done. ‘The 
process of rehabilitation after fifteen years of civil war is the most 
critical phase of the ERRR programme', she added. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.59 
CATHOLIC THEOLOGIAN CAUTIONED ABOUT HIS VIEWS ON SEXUALITY 
The Vatican has warned André Guindon, Catholic professor of moral theology at 
Saint Paul University in Ottawa, Canada that he faces withdrawal of his right 
to teach as a Catholic theologian if he does not recant some of the content of 
his book, The Sexual Creators. The report said the Vatican finds Guindon's 
book erroneously reflects some of the church's teachings on sexuality. [EPS] 
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CUBAN LAWS ON DEATH PENALTY, WCC MAKES APPEAL 


Sharply criticized in many quarters as confirmation of the Cuban government's 
inflexibility, the January execution of a Cuban émigré captured while 
preparing acts of sabotage was the subject of a 5 February letter addressed by 
World Council of Churches (WCC) general secretary Emilio Castro to Cuban 
Religious Affairs Minister José Felipe Carneado. 


Castro had written on 20 January to Cuban President Fidel Castro appealing to 
him to stay the execution. His letter invoked the 1990 WCC Central Committee 
meeting's declaration of unconditional opposition to capital punishment. 


In his letter to Carneado, Castro expressed hope that his words would not be 
put to ‘malevolent political use. We are too aware of the mute struggle 
being waged against Cuba's government and people to add our own to the chorus 
of voices condemning Cuba for applying the death penalty but silent while 
common law criminals are executed in other countries.' 


But, affirmed Castro, ‘friendship calls for a frank and serious dialogue’. 
In spite of ‘the gravity of the crime and society's right to defend itself', 
the death penalty is no solution. It simply adds ‘a confession of society's 
and the state's impotence and lack of confidence in rehabilitation to the 
already existing pain'. 


Referring again to the 1990 Central Committee's declaration on capital 
punishment, Castro suggested that the humanist ideals espoused by the Cuban 
revolutionary process provide a sufficient basis for reconsidering penal law. 


Thus, beyond simply protesting the recent execution, he urged the authorities 
to revise Cuba's legislation governing its treatment of criminals in order 
that this might ‘better reflect the dignity of the state and the ultimate 
dignity of all human life. 


‘In this difficult moment in Cuban history', the letter concluded, ‘you and 
your government may rest assured that the World Council of Churches will 
continue to defend the Cuban people's right to choose their path towards the 
future in justice and freedom'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.61 
USA: CHURCH LEADERS WARN OF DANGERS OF GLOBAL WARMING 


The United States should lead the way in reducing global warming. Instead it 
is a major stumbling block to world agreement on climate control, according to 
a North American church leaders' meeting held in Washington on 27 January. 


A joint statement by 22 representatives of major US and Canadian denominations 
recalled President George Bush's promise early in his term to apply the ‘White 
House effect to the Greenhouse effect'. 


However, ‘the US has become increasingly isolated from the rest of the 
industrialized world and the developing world by refusal to make meaningful 
commitments to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions', said the statement. 
‘Climate negotiations are stalled. Time is running out.' 


The church leaders called on the US to make a commitment to set targets and 
timetables for the reduction of carbon dioxide, specifically a reduction of 20 
percent by the year 2005. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.02.62 
ITALY: CHURCH LEADER ALARMED BY SECT TAG ON SOME ITALIAN CHURCHES 


With concern being expressed in many quarters in Italy over the rapid growth 
of what have been called religious sects, some of the public and media 
discussion of this phenomenon has in turn alarmed Giorgio Bouchard, president 
of the Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy (FCEI). 


According to a report in the FCEI press service NEV, the Group of Research and 
Information on Sects (GRIS) - an association recognized by the Italian 
Catholic Bishops Conference - is planning a census on sects in the country. 
GRIS has explicitly said it does not consider member churches of the FCEI and 
the World Council of Churches as '‘'sects', but its recent publications have 
listed the Assemblies of God, the Brethren, the Church of the Nazarene, the 
Adventists and the YMCA in the 'catalogue of sects'. 


While agreeing that ‘in the religious revival of our times there are 
questionable and ambiguous groups', Bouchard warned of the danger 'that the 
term "sect" will belittle evangelical groups who have the gift of reaching 
deep into people's souls and work with the marginalized, but who perhaps 
disturb the present political and religious establishment'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.63 
EVANGELICALS SHIFT ASSEMBLY VENUE, VISA HURDLES CITED 


The World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) has shifted the site of its general 
assembly, scheduled for 21-26 June, from Bogor-Jabar (Indonesia) to Lake Taal 
(Philippines). 


According to David Howard, international director of the Singapore-based 
organization, it was learned during preparations that Indonesian regulations 
would prevent issuing visas to delegates holding passports from. several 
nations in which the WEF has member bodies. 


The WEF executive council decided that it would be unfair to these member 
bodies to hold the assembly at a location from which it was known in advance 
they would be excluded. Howard said the change of venue '‘'should not be 
construed as a criticism of either the Indonesian government or of the 
Indonesia Evangelical Fellowship', whose preparations for the assembly he 
commended. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.64 
ZIMBABWE: FIRST CHURCH UNIVERSITY OPENS IN MARCH 
The Zimbabwean government has given the go-ahead to the US-based United 
Methodist Church to open its Africa University in the eastern city of 
Mutare. Groundwork for the university commmenced last year (EPS 91.05.69). 
According to a UMC report, 50 students in the faculty of agriculture and 25 in 
theology have been enrolled to resume classes on 23 March this year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.02.65 

SOUTH AFRICA: PENSIONS BILL CRITICISED BY CHURCH, WOMENS GROUP 

“A bill before the South African parliament which seeks to remove the legal 
right of persons to old age or disability pensions and restrict such pensions 
to South African citizens has come under sharp criticism from the Anglican 
church and the women's human rights organization, the Black Sash, says a 
report from the South African Church News. Anglican bishop Michael Nuttall 
said that the Social Assistance Bill would give South African civil servants 
discretion in granting pensions, which he described as an ‘insidious 
change’. Sheena Duncan of the Black Sash said even with the existing 
legislation many are unjustly denied pension. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Religious Leaders on Israeli Curfew 


[This is the text of a statement issued, 12 February, by eight Christian and 
Muslem leaders in Ramallah and El Bireh on the continued curfew and other 
restrictions imposed by the Israeli military in the Occupied Territories. ] 


We, as Muslim and Christian clergy of Ramallah and El-Bireh, are deeply 
concerned about continuing religious restrictions faced by the community. 
Since 1 December 1991, night-time curfews have severely restricted the 
religious freedom of our people, affecting attendance at mosques’ and 
churches. For Muslims, the nightly curfew makes attendance at evening 
prayers, which normally end at 6.30 p.m., practically impossible. Baptisms, 
weddings and funerals have been restricted due to rigid curfews imposed by the 
military authorities. 


Both the 24-hour and overnight curfews deprived members of the Christian 
community from attending much of the Christmas, New Year and Epiphany evening 
services, preparation of Christmas plays were hampered, concerts were 


cancelled and the seasonal social visiting were severely disrupted. The 
night-time curfew was lifted briefly Christmas Eve and then reimposed on 
Christmas Day. We see all this as clear violation of our right to freedom of 


worship and our right to freedom of cultural expression, both as individuals 
and as a community. 


The latest violation is all the more disturbing as it appears to contravene a 
clear ruling of the Israeli High Court. As a result of our appeal, the 
Israeli High Court recommended to the military authorities that they lift the 
night-time curfew on 1 February 1992, the Muslim Feast of the Ascension 
(Id-al-Isra' W'al-Mi'raj). 


The High Court also ruled that the night-time curfew should end as of 

ll February 1992. Far from heeding the court's recommendation ..., the 
military imposed a curfew on Ramallah and El-Bireh on 1 February, and 
maintained the curfew even on Sunday, 2 February (St Simon's Day), thus 
depriving the Christian denominations from observing their masses’ and 
liturgies. 


».. With the Muslim holy month of Ramadan only four weeks away, and the 
Christian Lent and Easter fast approaching, we must emphasize the inalienable 
rights guaranteed to religious communities under international law. 
Collective punishments, which these curfews clearly are, are expressly banned 
by both the Hague Regulations of 1911 and the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
Article 27 of the Fourth Geneva Convention makes it clear that religious 
freedoms, as well as indigenous customs and manners, are as equally protected 
as any other human right. Almost every human rights declaration in the last 
fifty years, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, has 
proclaimed the right to freedom of religion. 


In a time when efforts are exerted to promote peace and reconciliation in our 
region, we - Muslim and Christian clergy of Ramallah and El-Bireh - feel the 
urgent need to speak out in defence of the right to freedom of religious 
worship in this land, a holy land for the three Monotheistic religions. 


Therefore, we demand that the Israeli authorities abide by the decision of the 
High Court and lift the curfew immediately. We demand that the upcoming 
religious holidays be allowed to function in an atmosphere of religious 
freedom, free of military restrictions. We call upon our friends around the 
world and those concerned about freedom of worship in this land which is holy 
to Christians, Muslims and Jews, to take concrete action to help ensure 
respect for religious freedom under Israeli occupation. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Indian Churches Call For Peace 


[This is an abridged text of a statement issued by the 22nd assembly of the 
National Council of Churches in India held in Pune, 14-18 December 1991. ] 


We, the delegates to the XXII Assembly of the National Council of Churches in 
India, meeting in Pune, 14-18 December 1991, send our greetings to all 


churches and all people of this country. The NCCI is the primary ecumenical 
expression in India which provides fellowship and a forum for dialogue for the 
churches and Christian organizations in India. Its primary aim is to promote 


unity among all churches as a basic requirement for the life and work of the 
Church in India, and as an essential step for restoring the wholeness of the 
human community. 


The theme of the Assembly has been ‘In Jesus Christ - Towards a Renewed 
Creation'. We are living at a time when we ought to be more conscious than 
ever of the disharmony caused by human sin, not only in the relationship 
between people but also in the relationship of human beings with nature. We 
tried to understand the meaning of the theme through four sub-themes: Seeking 
Human Oneness, Restoring Harmony in Creation, Building a Just Community and 
Participating in Suffering and Struggle. The Bible studies that we had also 
tried to explicate these themes. 


-.. The ultimate aim of the ecumenical movement is the unity of all human 


beings. While this ultimate object remains still a dream it is the duty of 
all of us to seek human unity in the particular contexts in which we live and 
work. The quest for human unity derives its imperative from the 


reconciliation offered by Christ's suffering, sacrifice and resurrection and 
this is the theological basis for us to understand salvation today. 
Individual piety should not be an end in itself, but a motivating and 
empowering factor in recognising and responding to the realities around us. 
We must remember that seeking human unity is possible only through the 
elimination of all that divides people. 


Harmony in the creation can be restored only when we realise that God has 
created us as stewards and not owners of the rest of creation. Ruthless 
exploitation of nature should be stopped, and the atmosphere of the earth must 
be preserved for human habitation. Agapaic sharing should replace greed. A 
renewed creation is not possible without striving to build a just and sharing 
community. We should not interpret Biblical passages to justify our tacit 
‘Support to the oppressive and unjust systems and structures of society. The 
church should participate in the struggles of the poor and the marginalised 
people for dignity and self-identity. The question of justice to Christians 
of Scheduled Caste Origin and to Dalits in general was one of our important 
concerns in our deliberations. This problem can be solved only by working 
together with other communities and by mobilising people for political action. 


It is disheartening to note that in spite of all the development projects we 
have implemented since Independence, the problem of poverty remains 
unsolved. While we appreciate the efforts of the government to solve the 
problems of the country through its new economic policy we believe that there 
are valid reasons to be anxious about the possible danger of succumbing to the 
dictates of the international economic institutions, and also about the 
possibility of increased misery in the immediate future. We are particularly 
concerned about the growing inflation, terrorism and the cult of violence. ... 


We appeal to the churches to equip congregations to seek human oneness by 
evolving non-communal forms of fellowship, sharing their resources with other 
people, and by involving themselves in the struggles of people for justice, 
and to pay special attention to ministerial formation with a view to giving 
all Christian workers a new orientation about the missiological challenges of 
the time. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Three Dimensions of Ecumenism 


[This item has been excerpted from Kerkinformatie, the monthly of the Reformed 


Churches in the Netherlands (GKN). It outlines what the church's Commission 
on Ecumenism describes as ‘three dimensions' of ecumenism - ecclesial, 
theological and spiritual - to which local congregations need to be 


sensitized. ] 


Spiritual ecumenism [is] ecumenism as it is actually experienced. The 
boundaries ‘between churches can suddenly appear very relative when, for 
example, in a crisis situation people from different church traditions share 
one language of faith with each other at the deepest level ... Such spiritual 
ecumenism does not always follow the same track as ecclesial and/or 
theological ecumenism. 


Sometimes it runs ahead of these. In celebrations at large conferences like 
[the WCC's Seventh Assembly] in Canberra - but also in some local ecumenical 
celebrations - many people experience the existing unity of churches in a way 
that can still be only partially undergirded theologically and cannot yet be 
translated completely into ecclesial policy. In such situations actual 
ecumenical experience runs up against the hard limitations of ecclesial policy 
- for example, the impossibility of celebrating the Lord's supper together. 


The converse may also be true. Sometimes a good deal of time passes before 
theological or ecclesial agreement takes on hands and feet, ears and lips, in 
the concrete celebrations of believers from different churches. People have 
apparently grown so much into their own liturgical practice that changing it 
becomes very difficult. 


Spiritual ecumenism is nourished in part by theological ecumenism. This 
may happen through more popular theological writings, but academic theology, 
especially as it happens in ecumenical institutes ..., may also play an 
important role in ecumenism. Through studies, conferences, theological 
dialogues and the like, a theological basis is laid for ecclesial policy. 


This does not mean that there is something like a single ecumenical theology. 


Theological tension is unavoidable in ecumenism. This is sometimes 
identified in terms of the contrast between ‘classical theology' and 
‘contextual theology'. Classical theology is primarily oriented to seeking, 


through an ever-renewed rethinking of confessional-theological traditions, a 
reassessment of classical differences and a formulation of more profound 


agreements. Contextual theology finds its inspiration rather in concrete 
Situations of people and churches today - mostly in relation to the struggle 
for justice, peace and the integrity of creation - and in this is strongly 


linked to the experiences of daily life, also in cultural traditions which are 
not directly ‘Christian’. 


Ecclesial ecumenism is realized at the policy-making level in the 
churches. Synods and bishops conferences, parish councils and consistories 
take decisions which are aimed at bringing unity closer and giving it form. 

Churches affiliate with ecumenical organizations, for example, expand 
possibilities for common celebrations, invest in contacts across. old 
boundaries. At its best, this ecclesial ecumenism is inspired by spiritual 
ecumenism and sees theological ecumenism as a critical and faithful companion. 


All life in three dimensions is life in space. When one dimension in a 
particular ecumenical context is completely ignored, a kind of ‘flattening' of 
ecumenism necessarily follows ... Spirituality gives height and depth, 
theology looks to the breadth, ecclesial policy takes care of the length, the 
duration. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 19-23 March in Santiago, Chile 
Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


The following is a tentative schedule of the EPS deadlines for the month of 
March: 


Monday 2 March 
Monday 9 ie 
Monday 16 ie 
Monday 23 " 


The Reformed Church in America seeks to employ an Executive Director for 
the African-American Council beginning summer 1992. More information is 
available from Sonia Brooks-Omulepu, African-American Council, Reformed 
Church in America, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115, Tel: 212-870-2538. 
Appeal from WCC/Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 


South Africa: US$ 575 000 for Mozambican refnaoees. 
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WCC INTERVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS CITES SERIOUS ABUSES 


In oral interventions to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, 
currently sitting in Geneva, on item 12 - Question of violations of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, including study of 
Situations which appear to reveal a consistent pattern of gross violations of 
human rights - the World Council of Churches said that in 1991 there were 
considerable improvements in respect for human rights in a number of 
countries, but that in too many others the situation remained ‘abysmal or 
seriously deteriorated’. 


On Myanmar (formerly Burma), the WCC said it was ‘deeply troubled' by the 
‘terrible and worsening' state of human rights there. ‘We have decried 
actions by the military State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) that 
denied the outcome of the general elections in May 1990' and the subsequent 
arrests of the nearly 70 opposition leaders, including the house arrest of 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Sun Kyi, said the submission. 


The WCC urged the Commission to renew the mandate of the independent expert to 
investigate human rights conditions in Myanmar. 


The WCC said the human rights situation in Guatemala continues’ to 
deteriorate. Torture, disappearances, and summary and arbitrary executions 
continued unabated. Journalists, community leaders, students and street 
children have been murdered or disappeared. 


The intervention cited the murder of Zulinda Rosmery Pineda Gomezi on 

24 October 1992 and the violent assault of 18 Methodist missionaries from the 
United States on 5 February this year as examples of human rights abuses 
there. The WCC said in most of these cases responsibility for violations 
rests with the police and military, but that the the government demonstrated 
no willingness to prosecute the perpetrators. 


On Sri Lanka, the WCC noted the ‘senseless slaughter of innocent citizens' by 
the government forces and the separatists in the northern and eastern parts of 
the country. 


Referring to the events of 12 November 1991 in which at least 50 civilians 
were killed (EPS 91.12.01) by the Indonesian military in East Timor, the WCC 
said the persistent reports of threats and reprisals against East Timorese by 
the Indonesian authorities were ‘disturbing’. 


The submission cited WCC general secretary Emilio Castro's letter in which he 
expressed the hope that the tragedy would oblige all to engage in a national 
dialogue for peace with justice. 


In Africa, the WCC observed that many governments and their security forces 
are resorting to violence to suppress popular movements towards democracy, 
popular participation and greater governmental accountability. 


‘From Togo, Zaire, Congo, Cameroon, Kenya and Madagascar come reports of 
arbitrary arrest, detention, torture and summary execution; the killing of 
over 30 innocent civilians by Zairean military forces in Kinshasa, 16 February 
(see related item EPS 92.03.03 in this issues) being only the most recent 
example'. 


The submission said that the cases were well documented by the churches and 
other bodies and pleaded that ‘special attention’ to human rights abuses in 
Africa be given at future sessions of the Commission. [KPS] 
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REFLECTIONS ON CHURCHES’ SOLIDARITY WITH WOMEN 


The Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with Women (1988-1998) was 
launched by the World Council of Churches to provide a ten-year framework for 
the churches to express, in tangible terms, solidarity action with women. At 
the time of the launching of the programme it was decided that a mid-decade 
critical reflection would be necessary to asses the progress made and to plan 
creative ways of facing the remaining challenges of the decade. 


In preparation for that reflection, a meeting of women staff of the WCC and 
contact persons from the regions was held (10-18 February) at the Ecumenical 
Institute-Bossey near Geneva. Eighteen women representing regional and 
national councils of churches presented reports of the work being done by the 
churches and women's organizations in different parts of the world. 


At the end of their meeting the participants called on the WCC to facilitate 
greater exchange of information between the regions and to support the women's 
efforts in giving new energy to the decade. 


The participants identified three priority concerns for which they urged 
greater solidarity from the churches. These were the global economic crisis 
and the burden laid on women by structural adjustment programmes; violence 
against women in church and society; and racism and xenophobia and their 
effects on women. 


The participants also noted that issues relating to the participation of women 


in the church continue to cause concern among the women. They noted 
particularly some church teachings and practices which, they said, present 
obstacles to the full involvement of women in the life of the church. The 


mid-decade reflection should keep these issues as areas for further action, 
the participants proposed. 


In view of the stated concerns, the participants also proposed a mid-decade 
day of prayer to be observed between Easter and Pentecost next year by member 
churches in order to re-dedicate themselves to the purposes of the decade. 
They also proposed ecumenical team visits to all WCC member churches to be 
organized within nations and regions. 


A resource kit to include Bible-study materials, questions for discussion, and 
case studies to guide the ecumencial teams in Lueix refiection was suggested, 
and also a series of posters on the identified priority areas. 


The meeting also affirmed the need to reflect on the life and programmes of 
the WCC and called for an evaluation of whether there have been intentional 
efforts by decision-making bodies and programme units to ensure that the goals 
of the decade are realised. It was proposed that the process of reflection 
should be completed by 1993 and that the findings be presented to the WCC 
central committee in 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.03 

WCC ON KILLINGS BY THE MILITARY IN ZAIRE 

The World Council of Churches has expressed ‘great concern' at the killing of 
over 30 people by the Zairean military, 16 February. In an 18 February 
statement, the ecumenical body said it ‘condemns this shooting of peaceful 
demonstrators, led by church people, and deplores such acts aimed at 
frustrating the democratic process in Zaire'. The statement added: ‘The WCC 
calls on the government of Zaire to reconvene the national conference which 
was disbanded a month ago by President Mobutu, and allow it to deliberate 
freely to chart out a fair democratic process'... . [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.04 
EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL BODY CALLS FOR ACTION ON RACISM, XENOPHOBIA 


A four-day joint meeting of the Presidium and Advisory Committee of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC) ended in Geneva, Switzerland with a call 
to member churches to evaluate the growing racism and xenophobia throughout 
the continent. The meeting was the last full gathering of both the 
Presidium and the Advisory Committee before the 10th assembly to be held in 
Prague in September. 


The meeting said in a letter addressed to all member churches that CEC 
observes ‘with profound  concern' the rise of "xenophobia, racism, 
anti-semitism, discrimination and urban violence' directed mainly at refugees, 
asylum-seekers, migrant workers and immigrants from Asia and Africa. These 
people, noted the meeting, are exposed to violent attacks from 'skinheads' and 
neo-Nazi groups. 


This rise of open or veiled racist attitudes and sentiments, continued the 
letter, clearly threatens to divide people within the countries of Europe and 
furthermore between European nations. ‘Nationalism, cnauvinism, fascism and 
totalitarian barbarism must not be allowed to rise again', it added. The 
letter also commended CEC member churches already involved in protection and 
advocacy for the victims and urged initiatives to be widened and for the 
churches to speak and act boldly in denouncing the evils. 


In another action, the meeting admitted to CEC membership the Orthodox 
Autocephalous Church of Albania (OACA) and the Sub-Carpathian Reformed 
Church. The Sub-Carpathian Reformed Church (SCRC) is based in the 
Russian/Hungarian border region. During the period of totalitarian rule the 
SCRC was not allowed to operate independently and had remained isolated from 
the ecumenical fellowship. 


Speaking to the press at the Ecumenical Centre on 19 February, CEC 
vice-moderator John Arnold called special attention to the admission of the 
OACA after 40 years of institutionally-imposed atheism. ‘Albania', he said, 
‘was the only country in history where it was a crime not only to practise but 
also to believe in a religion’. 


In a review of the conflicts in Europe, the meeting noted ‘with alarm’ the 
problems in Yugoslavia, Armenia and Georgia and the increasing economic 
disparities among the European nations. The meeting also noted the 
continuing violence in Ireland and urged the churches there to observe 15 March 
as a day of prayer for Northern Ireland. 


On the financing of the CEC Assembly scheduled to be held in Prague in 
September, the meeting noted that most of the delegates from countries in 
central, southern and eastern Europe had requested assistance with travel and 
accommodation costs. 


The meeting directed general secretary Jean Fischer to make every ,effort -to 
secure the funds required for the assembly. ‘If these efforts do not produce 
the necessary results by 31 March', the meeting noted, ‘the general secretary 
and the finance secretary shall be authorised, after a vote by the Presidium, 
to postpone the assembly’. Present estimates point to a shortfall of 300 000 
Swiss francs. 


Arnold told journalists at a press conference that the forthcoming assembly 
will be different from the previous nine assemblies because, for the first 
time, a former Communist country will host the meeting and it will be held at 
a time when major changes are occurring in Europe. 


The joint meeting renewed Jean Fischer's contract for another six years as CEC 
general secretary. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.05 
WCC REFUGEE REPORT SAYS 1991 WAS BAD YEAR FOR AFRICA 


The year 1991 saw an increase in the number of refugees and other displaced 
people in Africa, according to a World Council of Churches Unit IV (Sharing 
and Service) report. The report highlights the movements of refugees and 
other displaced people during the year and the churches’ response to the 
influx. 


The report says the war in Liberia caused the single largest movement of 
people in Africa. Most of the estimated 600 000 Liberians who fled the 
fighting between the forces of Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia and Prince Johnson's Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
sought refuge in neighbouring Guinea, Sierra Leone and the Ivory Coast. 
Others fled to Nigeria, Ghana and Gambia. 


In Sierra Leone, cross-border attacks by the Liberian rebel forces of Charles 
Taylor resulted in the departure of 170 000 people to neighbouring Guinea. 
The tensions between Mauritania and Senegal also caused displacement of 
thousands of people within the two countries. 


In central Africa, the fighting in Chad displaced over 20 000 people. The 
report says Zaire, scene of recent political disturbances, is host to 
thousands of refugees from Angola, Rwanda, Burundi and Sudan. In turn, 
thousands of Zaireans fled their country to seek refuge in neighbouring 
countries following rioting and looting at the end of 1991. 


Ethnic tensions in both Rwanda and Burundi have resulted in massacres, with a 
resultant influx of refugees into neighbouring countries. In skirmishes 
between government and rebel forces in the latter part of 1991, an estimated 
40 000 people fled Burundi to Zaire. 


The continued fighting in Somalia and the unstable situation in Ethiopia 
forced thousands of people from both countries to flee to Kenya. 


In southern Africa, Angola and Mozambique produced the largest number of 
refugees and internally-displaced persons. The report adds that there are 
1.5 million Mozambican refugees outside their country. A million Angolans 
are known to be in Zaire, Zambia and Namibia. 


tus sucréeased uuwiver OL Lerugeés, accoraing wo tne repurt, presented the 
churches with new challenges. In many of the conflict areas the churches 
sought to promote peace and reconciliation between the warring parties. 


The churches were also challenged to meet the needs of the refugees through 
relief and other aid. The report says this was mostly evident in Ethiopia, 
Mozambique, Zaire, Malawi, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Ghana and Sudan. In all 
cases, the needs were of such great magnitude that the churches alone could 
not cope. 


The churches were also involved in the repatriation of Liberian refugees from 
Sierra Leone. The process of repatriation of South African refugees from 
several African countries was also started during the year. The report said 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has declared 1992 the year 
of repatriation of refugees in Mozambique, Angola, Chad, Ethiopia, Liberia, 
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Zaire and South Africa. The report expresses the hope 
that the numbers of internally-displaced people in Angola, Mozambique, 
Ethiopia and Liberia will be reduced as peace efforts continue in those 
countries. On reconciliation, the report says that the churches will 
continue to search for lasting peace and justice in conflict areas on the 
continent. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.03.06 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND SYNOD ON WOMEN'S ORDINATION (Robert Nowell) 


How close the margin is between acceptance and rejection of the ordination of 
women to the priesthood in the Church of England was underlined at the 
February meeting of the church's general synod when it was given detailed 
figures of the voting on draft legislation at diocesan and deanery level. 


The measure was approved by 38 of the church's 44 dioceses, but, as the synod 
was reminded by David McClean, chairman of the synod's house of laity, the 
detailed figures indicated that, while more than two-thirds of members of the 
Church of England wanted the legislation to go ahead, among the clergy the 
level of support was marginally below that level. When the measure returns 
to the synod in November for final approval it will need two-thirds majorities 
in all three of the synod's houses of bishops, clergy and laity if it is to 
become law. 


In diocesan synods, 66.6 per cent of the clergy and 68 per cent of the laity 
voted in favour, but in deanery synods only 65 per cent of the clergy and 66.7 
per cent of the laity. 


These figures were taken as supporting their case by both advocates and 
opponents of women priests. For Helen King of Epsom the latest figures 
showed ‘very strong grassroots support' for the ordination of women to the 
priesthood, but for Nigel Kinsella, vicar of Bentham, Lancs, they showed 
‘massive disagreement and dissension', while Canon Terence Grigg, rector of 
Cottingham, North Humberside, warned that what lay ahead was division and 
disunity. 


The Bishop of Durham, David Jenkins, reminded the synod that the issue would 
not go away and exhorted everyone to vote in November ‘according to their 
sober, Christian, serious, sympathetic, faithful judgement - and then God will 
see us through’. 


However, earlier voting figures quoted by McClean suggest that there has been 
a distinct shift in opinion. He cited the results of an earlier reference of 
the question to the dioceses in 1975, when they were asked if they approved of 
women priests in principle and if legislation should be introduced. Then, 
59.6 per cent of the clergy and 71.1 per cent of the laity approved in 
principle, but only 49.9 per cent of the clergy and 65 per cent of the laity 
favoured legislation. 


The synod went on to consider two of contemporary Britain's major scandals: 
homelessness, and the effect on the mentally-ill of the policy of community 
care. 


In a motion initiated by the Southwell diocesan synod and passed with no 
dissenting votes, the synod called on the church commissioners, parochial 
church councils, diocesan boards of finance, and globe management committees 
to co-operate in managing their resources so as to increase the nation's stock 
of housing at rents that low-income people could afford, and asked for an 
investigation (and remedying) of any legal obstacles there might be to this. 


A resolution on community care welcomed recent government initiatives to 
extend community care for mentally-ill people. The resolutions also urged 
the government to make further initiatives and funding available for the 
mentally-ill and recognized that caring for the mentally-ill is a challenge 
for both the church voluntary groups. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.07 
SPECIAL FUND TO COMBAT RACISM TO BE RE-LAUNCHED 


At its meeting in Geneva, Switzerland in September 1991, the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches requested general secretary Emilio 
Castro to re-launch the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


In fulfilling that request, the Fund is to be re-launched on 20 March in 
Santiago, Chile, venue of a meeting of the WCC Executive Committee. The 
event is expected to be simultaneously observed in New York, Washington, 
London, Frankfurt, Berlin, Paris, Brussels, Nairobi, Madras and Sydney. 


According to Barney Pityana, programme executive in the WCC’s Unit III 
(Justice, Peace and Creation), the Fund is being re-launched to raise the 
visibility of the project ‘at a time when much is changing in the world’. 


The Fund was first launched in 1969, the first grants being made in 1970. 
According Pityana, much of the world context in which the Fund began its life 
is changing. He says that in recent months the ugly face of racism has 
emerged with devastating force in a growing number of nations. Racism 
continues to threaten the peace of the world, to break down communities and to 
sow hatred and discord. 


It is for all these reasons, says Pityana, that the Special Fund continues to 
have a role: that of raising the visibility of the struggles of the racially- 

oppressed; a means of sharing resources to promote justice, peace and 
reconciliation; and to raise awareness of the suffering caused to so many by 
racism. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.08 
CHURCH BODY SAYS HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN LATIN AMERICA STILL RIFE 


The Canadian-based Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America 
(ICCHRLA) has said human rights abuses in Latin America continue to wreak 
havoc on the lives of millions of people in the region. 


The ICCHRLA said in a 13 February press release that events in other parts of 
the world have virtually pushed Latin America off the pages of the world's 
major newspapers and television screens. 


The release said that although virtually all countries in Latin America are 
now administered by civilian governments, the regimes there are either unable 
or unwilling to ensure that their policies protect the lives of their citizens. 


In fact, added the ICCHRLA, they show a greater commitment and fidelity to 
neo-liberal economic policies dictated by international financial institutions 
than they do to the pleas of their people for food, justice and some measure 
of dignity. 


Earlier, the ICCHRLA released its reports on the human rights situation in 
Chile, Colombia, Peru, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Mexico. In a critique on a Canadian government report on the human rights 
Situation in south and central America, the ICCHRLA said the government report 
gave too much credit to the intentions of the regimes there to improve human 
rights, with little or no concrete evidence to prove that the human rights 
Situations have in fact improved. 


The ICCHRLA is supported, among other church groups, by the Canadian Council 
of Churches, the Council of Reformed Churches in Canada and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.09 
USA: VATICAN OFFICIAL VISITS NCC, RELATIONS DISCUSSED (Tracy Early) 


The (US) National Council of Churches (NCC) continued its long-standing effort 
to strengthen ties with the Roman Catholic Church by hosting a visit 14 
February of Cardinal Edward I. Cassidy, president of the Vatican Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity. 


Although in Roman Catholic relations the NCC works primarily with US 
structures, it has sent delegations to the Vatican (in 1969 and 1989), and in 
1987 received a visit from Cassidy's predecessor, Cardinal Jan Willebrands. 


While in New York for the NCC talks, Cassidy, who also heads the Vatican unit 
for Jewish relations, had a luncheon meeting with the International Jewish 
Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) and delivered a lecture at 
Union Theological Seminary. 


His main purpose for coming to the United States, however, was to speak (17-18 
February) at the annual meeting of the Texas Conference of .Churches, which 
includes Roman Catholic dioceses. He was later to attend a Columbus, Ohio, 
consultation on local and regional ecumenism, and then a joint meeting of the 
Massachusetts Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston. 


At the NCC, the cardinal had two hours of discussion with a group of officers 
and senior staff, spoke at a prayer service in the chapel and received gifts 
of a Bible and a chalice and paten set at a luncheon. He also held a press 
conference, where he was asked if Pope John Paul II had downgraded ecumenism, 
and responded, ‘Definitely not'. 


NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell, who arranged for the Cassidy visit 
when they were both in Canberra for the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Seventh Assembly, 7-20 February 1991, told him during the New York meeting 
that she did not expect Roman Catholics to join the NCC in its current form. 
But she said the NCC was ready to die if that could lead to the birth of some 
new ecumenical structure with involvement of Roman Catholics and others not 
now NCC members. 


Cassidy noted that Roman Catholics had joined some national councils, and said 
the decision depended on the nature of the particular council. Recalling his 
service as papal nuncio in South Africa, he said the Roman Catholic Church 
there cooperated with the South African Council of Churches in some matters, 
but did not join because it felt the council was ‘leading the churches where 
it did not want to be led'. 


The cardinal reported on the recent European synod convened by the pope, and 
controversies surrounding it. Although some Orthodox declined invitations, 
Cassidy portrayed the synod as ‘a step forward' ecumenically because those 
fraternal delegates from Protestant and Orthodox churches who did attend were 
given opportunities for an unprecedented level of involvement. 


Cassidy said current Orthodox complaints about aspects of Roman Catholic 
activity in Eastern Europe, the WCC Assembly in Canberra and the NCC indicated 
a widespread need to listen more carefully to fellow Christians of other 
churches. 


Observing that some Roman Catholics in China were cooperating with the 
government in ways others consider questionable, he also said it was ‘not our 
business to judge' whether some Orthodox had been ‘collaborators' during the 
years of communist rule in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.10 
KENYA: CHURCH BODY'S POLITICAL EDUCATION CAMPAIGN OPPOSED 


A decision by the National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) to carry out a 
campaign to educate Kenyans on the new political situation in their country 
has elicited sharp criticism from some church leaders (EPS 92.01.51). 


As part of the campaign the NCCK has placed advertisements in major Kenyan 
newspapers, and has produced a booklet titled 'Why You Should Vote" to educate 
the public in multi-party democracy. 


One of the critics of the campaign, Presbyterian Church of East Africa 
minister Timothy Njoya, has described the programme as ‘silly, stupid and a 
waste of money'. 


Njoya argues that the advertisements are ‘difficult for the average Kenyan to 
understand' and suggested the NCCK should instead use the money to organize 
seminars or pay unemployed theology students to go to the countryside and 
educate people on the need to vote. 


The programme was also criticised by Kenyan president Daniel arap Moi whose 
ruling party, the Kenya African National Union, was the only legal political 
party until last December when Kenya's parliament legalized other parties. 


NCCK general secretary Sam Kobia said the composition of a good parliament 
depends on how much the voters are enlightened on their right to vote and how 
much they are motivated to vote - hence the need to educate people. He said 
it is regrettable that a noble intention has been seen in some quarters as 
unnecessary or even undesirable. ‘For quite some time we (the NCCK) have 
been seen as an un-official opposition. But we are not, our concern is for 
the people. We are non-partisan and, as an institution, we have no official 
support for any party', Kobia said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.11 
UK: CHURCHES OPPOSED TO PRODUCTION OF TRIDENT MISSILE 


Over i00 British church leaders have signed a declaration protesting against 
the British government's decision to continue with the deployment of the 
submarine-borne Trident nuclear missiles. They include 16 bishops of the 
Church of England, the archbishop of Wales, two bishops of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, six English and four Scottish Catholic bishops, two former 
presidents of the Methodist Conference, Jesuits, Dominicans and Capuchins. 


The Trident missiles replace the Polaris missiles which have hitherto been the 
vehicle for the British independent deterrent. The first Trident submarine 
is due to be launched on 4 March, to be followed by at least two, probably 
three, others so that one Trident submarine would be on station all the time. 


The decision to press ahead with the Trident ‘goes beyond any rational 
considerations of defence', said one of the signatories, Anglican bishop of 
Manchester Stanley Booth Clibborn, at a press conference in London 17 February. 


The bishop feared that if this policy were adhered to the world would become a 
much more dangerous place. 


‘The crucial issue is how we stop the proliferation of these terrible weapons 
of mass destruction', he said. ‘Britain was proposing an escalation at a 


time when we should be trying to ensure a reduction in the number of such 
weapons.' [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.12 
CHURCHES MEET, DISCUSS CORPORATE CONDUCT IN 'NEW' SOUTH AFRICA 


With the full lifting of economic sanctions against South Africa imminent, 
representatives from the South African Council of Churches (SACC), the 
Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops' Conference and other church 
organizations met (second week of February) to discuss the development of 
ethically-based codes for future investment and corporate conduct, reports the 
UK-based Southern Africa Church News. 


The churches" concern is based on the reality of their membership base - most 
of the Christians in South Africa are also members of the country's 
impoverished majority. Will the emerging ‘new' South Africa address the 


massive problems of unemployment, homelessness, landlessness, illiteracy and 
malnutrition that are the legacy of the heretical system of apartheid? 


‘Economics has to do with life, with the development of people, but it can 
also lead to the opposite, to exploitation', said Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, 
general secretary for the Institute of Contextual Theology. 


The churches challenged those who elevate economic philosophies to doctrinaire 
level by declaring that economic systems are not an end in themselves, nor are 
they ‘autonomous spheres with natural laws' of their own. 


Instead, in a consultation statement, the churches said that ‘economic 
activity has to be judged on the basis of the extent to which it provides for 
all people, particualarly for the poor, the marginalised and the oppressed’. 


Churches see the establishment of an interim government as the key to the 
lifting of economic sanctions, and the meeting urged ‘faith communities' to 
work with labour, civic and liberation organizations to develop a code of 
corporation conduct with monitoring provisions. 


‘Foreign investment must be regarded with caution’, said the statement, ‘as it 


tends to draw wealth out of the country. ' SACC leader Frank Chikane warned 
against large loans from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, 
Saying that economic conditions prescribed by such loans could _ ‘take 


democratic freedom of choice away from the people’. 


Does economic activity enhance life, promote social justice, encourage 
democracy and participation, and does it preserve the integrity of all 
creation? 


Those are questions the churches want addressed in the near future by all 
economic players in the ‘new' South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.13 
ANGLICAN LEADER TO VIST GERMANY 


Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey will visit the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD) 8-12 March. Carey's visit is in response to an invitation from 
Martin Kruse, former chairman of the EKD Council. 


The archbishop's visit is the first since the recent signing of the ‘Meissen 
Agreement’ between the Church of England and the EKD. The agreement seeks to 
create closer relationships between the two churches. 


The EKD is a federation of the Lutheran, Reformed and United churches in 
Germany. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.14 
USA: BAPTIST CONVENTION STANDS BY DECISION TO DE-FUND SEMINARY 


Despite protests, the Foreign Mission Board of the (US) Southern Baptist 
Convention has reaffirmed its controversial decision not to grant a previously 
agreed US$ 365,000 to the Baptist seminary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland. 


In January the board chairman sent a ten-page letter explaining its action to 
some 40 000 pastors, editors and foreign missionaries. A six-page reply from 
Ruschlikon board chairman Wiard Popkes reached far fewer people, according to 


European Baptist Press Service. 


Popkes responded in particular to three points raised by the mission board. 
Concerning the charge that '‘'Ruschlikon does not adequately represent 
conservative theology', Popkes said the seminary reflects ‘what European 
Baptists stand for ... We deeply love the Lord Jesus Christ and the Bible; we 
do not regard ourselves as liberals’. 


As to claims that the seminary's costs per student are too high, Popkes noted 
the effect on Ruschlikon of the decline in the value of the US dollar against 
European currencies. He said mission board figures ignored the seminary's 
service to persons other than degree students, particularly through special 
courses for Eastern European pastors who are unable to pay anything. 


Finally, according to Popkes, fund-raising undertaken by the seminary - 
considered by the mission board to be a violation of the rules for its 
employees - was necessary in view of the fact that the mission board had 
earlier indicated it would begin reducing its subsidy after 1992. 


In November last year (EPS 91.11.47) the Southern Baptist Convention announced 
that it was halting its support to the Switzerland-based seminary because of 
what it described as a growing '‘liberal' theology among European Baptists. 
The SBC was also said to be especially concerned that church historian E. 
Glenn Hinson is teaching at Ruschlikon during sabbatical from the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky/USA. Hinson has been an 
outspoken critic of 'fundamentalist' leaders in the SBC. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.15 
GERMANY: KOHL TO ATTEND EVANGELICAL GATHERING 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany has accepted an invitation to attend this 
year's central evangelical gathering, the Church Day under the Word of God (18 
June). The theme of the meeting is 'God's Word in the Truth’. 


The event, to be held in the city of Stuttgart, is expected to attract 
30-40 000 participants. 


Kohl, chairperson of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), will attend the 
gathering strictly as a visitor. Another prominent personality, Wolfgang 
Schaeuble, leader of the conservative faction of the CDU in parliament, will 
also attend the gathering. 


Schaeuble is expected to share his physical, spiritual and mental experiences 
with the audience. The 49-year-old leader has been partially paralysed and 
confined to a wheelchair since an assassination attempt in October 1990. 


According to a press release from Idea, the information service of the German 
Evangelical Alliance, the gathering will, in spite of the presence of 
political leaders, remain a spiritual meeting. Several bishops and church 
leaders will address the participants on biblical subjects. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.16 

USA: GAY COUPLE SAY THEY HAVE RELIGIOUS RIGHT TO WED 

Two homosexuals in Washington, D.C., who have found a pastor willing to marry 
them say they will appeal a court ruling blocking their attempt to obtain a 
marriage certificate. Craig Dean and Patrick Gill, who have lived together 
for about five years, said the ruling against them by a Supreme Court judge 
violates the US Constitution's protection against the government establishment 
of religion. The two men are members of the Metropolitan Community Church 
which ministers mainly to gays and lesbians. Pastor Candace Shultis says she 
is prepared to marry the two men and that their case is ‘a social justice 
issue'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.17 
AUSTRALIA: CHURCH LEADER DEPLORES COURT DECISION ON WOMEN'S ORDINATION 
Australian Anglican bishop of Newcastie, Alfred Holland, has come out in 
support of Bishop Owen Dowling of the Diocese of Canberra and Gouldburn over 
the ordination of women to the priesthood. Reacting to a January decision by 
the New South Wales Court of Appeal to halt the ordination of women by Dowling 
(EPS 92.02.38), Holland said he was ‘irritated and ashamed' by the ruling. 
He added that ‘he felt a divine compulsion to go on with the ordination of 
women to the priesthood' despite the court's decision. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.18 

GHANA: CHURCHES URGED TO PRAY FOR PEACE, STABILITY 

Member churches of the Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) have been asked to 
observe a week of prayer and fasting from the first Sunday of every month for 
God's truth, justice and peace as the country prepares for democtratic rule at 
the end of the year. The CCG urged all churches to pray for the government 
so that its management of the state ‘may be under God's guidance with due 
sensitivity and responsiveness to His divine dire: tion’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.19 

ECONOMIC CHANGES, A MUST FOR DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

The halting moves towards a negotiated democracy in South Africa will not 
succeed without major concurrent changes in the apartheid state's economic 
system, said South African academicians, businessmen and trade union officials 
to a conference of European aid and development agencies in Rotterdam 
(Netherlands, 22-23 January). Secular and church-affiliated agencies were 
told a poverty-based ‘time bomb' is present in the homelands and townships of 
South Africa that will not be defused by advances towards political democracy 


alone. The present economic system, structured to support apartheid 
policies, was portrayed as woefully inadequate to address the needs of the 
nation's neglected majority. Speaker after speaker attacked as myth the 


belief that South Africa's current economic order is ‘the locomotive that will 
power the economic transformation in southern Africa'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.20 
ECUTEXT: WCC Presidents' Pentecost Message 


[The following is the text of the Pentecost message issued by the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches. ] 


Sharing the one Spirit with God's daughters and sons in the diverse contexts 
of our one earth community, we send you our love and gratitude for what the 
Spirit of God has done and continues to do among each of you. 


This year Pentecost Sunday is being marked in many places as ‘Ecology Sunday': 
a reminder of the concern and responsibility we all share for taking care of 
the Earth. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 
meets during this season in Rio de Janeiro. [over] 


pentecost message/2 


Government representatives and many others - including persons from WCC member 
churches - will go there to debate questions such as exploitation and 
sustainability, which bear on the very life of the whole earth. In the midst 
and through this discussion we will continue to learn of God's answer to our 
prayer from the Canberra Assembly: 'Come, Holy Spirit - renew the whole 
creation’. 


The gift of the Holy Spirit, the source of transforming power for new creation 
and new community, was experienced by the believers on the day of Pentecost as 
we read in Acts 2. We need this transforming power of the Holy Spirit at 
this moment of insecurity, fear, instability and artificiality around the 
world. 


The international economic and political structures and systems that we speak 
out against (though we often passively support their oppression) can never be 
transformed into responsive and empowering structures unless and until the 
Spirit of Pentecost is once again with us, alongside us and in us in a special 
and powerful way. 


The Spirit of Pentecost is the spirit of communication. It is the spirit of 
a feeling of belonging in one place. The believers saw each other face to 
face. They were all in one place. Together they heard the sound. Together 
they saw the movement of the wind of the Spirit. Together they felt the 
fresh air of new life. The Spirit of Pentecost is the spirit of boldness. 
‘Listen to us', said Peter and the apostles. They were fearless. They 
stood up and spoke out, empowered by the Spirit to follow their Master's 
boldness. They were sure of God's presence with them. 


The Spirit of Pentecost is the spirit of accountability. There was a great 


awareness of the presence of the living God. The question the people asked - 
"What should we do?' - is the question of accountability. Confused, guilty 
and hopeless, they were looking for leadership, for direction, for 
correction. This spirit is what those meeting in Rio de Janeiro - and all of 
us - need at this moment. Let us pray for them and for each other. 

The Spirit of Pentecost is the spirit of team faithfulness. The twelve 
apostles were in one spirit. They were faithful in leading Bible studies and 
in teaching the words of God and in counselling and in constructively 
empowering new believers. The church at every level needs this spirit of 


team faithfulness today. 


The Spirit of Pentecost is the spirit of stewardship and sharing. When the 
people repented and committed their whole being to God, they recognized that 
God owned them - their lands and seas, all their properties - as the Creator 
and giver of all things. They were no longer owners but stewards and sharers 
of God's properties, including their lives. May the spirit of ownership and 
sharing become a reality in a world under the power of greed, competition, 
individualism, militarism and militarization. 


The Spirit of Pentecost is the spirit of fellowship and worship. The 
believers grew in their experiences of accepting, loving, forgiving and 
empowering one another. They experienced the complete freedom from self to 
serve others. Because of this great release from their captivity to sin, 
they continued to have fellowship, praising God in worship together. The 
church today should continue to seek this deeper experience of true koinonia 
in worship and service. The new community of Pentecost is the one church of 


the resurrected Christ, in which believers share the transforming power of the 
Spirit and may invoke the Spirit in prayer and repentance to overcome also the 
sinful divisions of the church. May the Lord of our fellowship, the Lord of 
creation, be felt by every one of you in celebrating this great feast of 
Pentecost. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Letter from Sri Lanka (Norman Taggart) 


{Taggart is minister-in-charge of the Kollupitiya Methodist Church in the Sri 
Lankan capital Colombo. In this letter he describes a congregationally-based 
effort to meet some of the needs of the thousands of people affected by the 
communal violence which has torn Sri Lanka since 1983. ] 


We left Colombo at 6 a.m. on Monday 13 January ... in my Nissan Sunny station 
wagon carrying a full load of boxes containing clothing, toiletries and food 
for distribution to refugees ... We arrived at our destination Kalmunai, on 
the east coast, at 5 p.m. The middle part of the journey, from Habarana 
through Polonnaruwa to Batticaloa, was the most hazardous from the point of 
view of road conditions, with the tarred surface broken and rutted, and 
unmarked detours around army camps and along dirt tracks. Heavy rain had 
made these tracks almost impassable in places. 


We had to stop at a number of checkpoints, submitting for inspection the 


security clearance documents we had obtained in Colombo. The east is a 
restricted area because of continuing fighting between the Tamil Tigers. and 
the security forces. There was much evidence of areas having been evacuated, 


with homes and public buildings destroyed, sometimes due to communal violence 
between Muslims and Tamils. 


Kollupitiya Methodist Church, Colombo, and Kalmunai Methodist Church are now 
partnered in an imaginative though not very successful scheme to promote 
awareness, understanding and cooperation among Methodists throughout Sri Lanka 
--.- On this visit we were in the care of the Rev. J. Viveganathan, chairman of 
the North and East district of the Methodist Church, which includes Jaffna ... 
In early December his means of transport, a motor bicycle, was taken from him 
at gunpoint by militants. Two months ago, while he was passing through a 
military checkpoint between Jaffna and Batticaloa, he saw two. people have 
their legs blown off in a landmine explosion. 


The present instability dates back to June 1990 when the peace talks between 
the Tamil Tigers and the government came to an abrupt end. The government 
accused the Tigers of abducting and killing hundreds of Sinhalese and Muslim 
policemen. This led not only to the suspension of the talks, but also to the 
renewal of conflict between the security forces and the Tigers, and 
inter-communal violence and retaliatory attacks. As fear spread and 
atrocities increased, many people fled from their homes to safer areas. Tens 
of thousands still occupy the makeshift temporary refugee camps. ... 


We visited two refugee camps on the edge of the Methodist compound. In the 
first, 165 families totalling about 700 people, occupy cadjan homes made from 
dried coconut palm branches with sand covering the earth floor. Supplied by 
the Red Cross and Sarvodaya, a local voluntary organization, each cadjan 
building contains eighteen family units, about four-by-two metres, with a 
small section for cooking. 


Oil lamps and a single electric light bulb (illegally connected to a passing 
cable) supplied the lighting in the building we visited. The people are 
fisherfolk who moved out of their village less than a mile away after 15 of 
their boys and young men were forcibly abducted in June 1990. There has been 
no word of them since. ...[over] 


sri lanka/2 


The second camp is occupied by a farming community from five miles away. 
They are Tamils who lived close to a Muslim village. Other people have moved 
on to the lands they cultivated, so they are concerned abcut their long-term 
prospects. They claimed there were 800 families in the camp - about 3000 
people - but the figures seemed inflated to us ... Two hundred-and-fifty 
children attend a school inside the camp in three groups - morning, afternoon 
or evening; others walk to a school two miles away. As in the first camp, 
supplies of dry rations are irregular. When we were there, nothing had been 
received for four weeks. The day after our visit was Thai Pongal, an 
important Hindu festival, but they had nothing with which to celebrate ... 


Fire is a constant danger in the camps, with cooking done over open fires. 
Flames swept through the second camp within minutes some months ago, taking 
lives and totally destroying the possessions of 213 families. The entire 
camp had to be evacuated for some days while it was being rebuilt. Voluntary 
organizations and government resources helped the refugees through the crisis. 


On 9 January sixty boys and young men from the second camp had been rounded up 
by security forces and taken in for questioning. All but two had been 
released by the time we visited. No information had been received concerning 
them - one of whom was married. His wife had gone to the place of detention 
to try to find out what was happening. We were asked if we could exert any 
influence on the authorities, but we had to say that we were powerless. Such 
incidents are not unusual in the present emergency. Sometimes people are 
held without charge for many months. In the past some have never returned, 
and the authorities have claimed that they had already been released or not 
taken in at all. 


Asked under what circumstances they would return to their homes, the refugees 
replied that the first requirement was security. They wanted assurances that 
they would be free from harassment. Their homes would need to be rebuilt and 
they would require basic household equipment and tools for their work. There 
seems little prospect of things changing for the better in the near future, 
though encouragement can be taken from the fact that some of the better-off 
Kalmunai families have returned from Colombo ... 


We were able to join in the celebrations of the anniversary of Christa Illam, 
which began as an Ashram community centre in 1950. Many people attended from 
neighbouring Methodist circuits, sharing in the special services and the 
fellowship meal. There are hopes of the work at Christa Illam entering a new 
phase, partly with the help of support from the Methodist Young Women's 
Association of Ireland ... Likely developments include opening an orphanage 
for 25 girls, victims of the violence; vocational training for girls who are 
not proceeding to A-level examinations; and conference and training facilities 


for the Eastern Region. These programmes would harmonize with the 
traditional emphasis at Christa Illam on community life, prayer and service to 
the needy. The money from Ireland would enable essential repairs to damaged 


buildings and to the water supply ... 


The anniversary celebrations were held in Christa Illam's chapel, the open 
design of which was perfect for the occasion. Its fabric showed signs of the 
violence in 1990. Fifty metres away, on the other side of the compound wall, 
the tops of cadjan houses reminded us of the closeness of the refugees, a 
parable of the church as a minority in a community divided by distrust and 
competing loyalties. Christians, drawn from all ethnic’ groups, are 
themselves scarred by tension and violence. Yet at times they show 
remarkable dignity, courage and faith. Afflicted, they are not crushed; 
perplexed, they are not driven to despair, nor do they lose heart. They look 
not to things which are seen and transient, but to things which are unseen and 
eternal (2 Corinthians 4:7ff.). [EPS] 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 19-23 March in Santiago, Chile 
Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


The following is a tentative schedule of the EPS deadlines for the rest of 
March: 


Monday 9 
Monday 16 
Monday 23 


In EPS 92.02.31, please read Susan Mika and not Milka. 


—SS 
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SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL BODY ON WHITES-ONLY REFERENDUM 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) has expressed concern at an 
announcement (20 February) by State President F. W. de Klerk calling for a 
whites-only referendum to determine whether or not he should proceed with the 
reform policies he initiated in 1990. The referendum is scheduled for 

17 March. 


De Klerk announced that he was seeking a fresh mandate from the country's 
4.5 million whites in negotiating the end of white minority rule. He has 
stated that he will resign if he loses. 


Earlier, de Klerk's ruling National Party suffered a shattering defeat at the 
hands of the Conservative Party in a whites-only by-election held in the town 
of Potchefstroom. The defeat seems to have been the main reason for de 
Klerk's decision to call a referendum. 


A 21-February press release from the Johannesburg-based SACC said the 
president's action adds to the insecurity and instability of the country and 
that it could lead to a delay in the negotiation process at best and a full 
racial conflict, even civil war, at worst. 


The press release added: ‘The decision, made without consultation with any of 
the negotiating parties of the Convention for Democratic South Africa 
(CODESA), or outside CODESA, is seen as a revival of the racism that the 
country in general and the National Party in particular is supposed to have 


turned from since 2 February 1990. It describes the true state of our nation 
rather than the pictures painted by the government and so readily adopted 
internationally. When it comes to a moment of crisis for this government, 


nothing has changed and the immediate reaction is to turn to the minority 
white portion of society.' 


The call for a white referendum, said the SACC, with threats of resignation of 
the government if it loses, also points to the reversibility of the present 
negotiation process. ‘We have mentioned this possibility time and time again 
in the last two years and have been condemned for it. We believe that this 
government decision vindicates our stated concern for the possibility of a 
reversal to an enforced racist society.' 


The SACC hoped that ‘whatever the decision of the State President and his 
government', the people of South Africa would not be held to ransom by a 
minority. 


The ecumenical body also pledged to work ‘for a society where voting is not a 
matter of skin colour, and where possibilities of full maturity of personhood 
are available to all of God's people’. 


The leading opposition group - the Conservative Party - which is opposed to 
the government's reform process, said it would take part in the referendum. 
Party leader Andries Treurnicht said his group would urge whites ‘to reject de 
Klerk's reforms with great enthusiasm in his own referendum’. The 
Conservative Party advocates for a separate white homeland which would co-exist 
in a ‘commonwealth' with black tribal homelands. 


Another opposition group, the neo-Nazi Afrikaner National Resistance Movement 
led by Eugene Terre'Blanche, has said it will not participate in the 
referendum which asked whites to vote for ‘the downfall of their own nation'. 
[EPS] 
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UK: CHURCHES CHALLENGED TO INITIATE NEW STRATEGIES FOR AFRICA 


The British churches have been challenged to make part of their central moral 
message the fundamental changes in the world's economy that are essential if 


Africa is to escape from increasing misery. 


This challenge is contained in a ‘Letter to the Churches' sent jointly by the 


three British church aid and development agencies - Christian Aid, the 
Catholic Fund for Overseas Development (CAFOD), and the Scottish Catholic 
International Aid Fund (SCIAF) - along with the Catholic Institute for 


International Relations on the occasion of the first assembly of the 
newly-constituted Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, which met at 
Swanwick, Derbyshire (24-28 February). 


Recalling that for two centuries or more most Europeans had viewed Africa 
through the spectacles of myth, the letter warned that today's myth of a 
‘continent of the damned' was much more insidious because it represented a 
powerful partial truth; ‘Africa is on a downward trajectory of increasing 
human misery. 


‘This trajectory', the letter added, ‘is a course defined by the interaction 
of the powerful external forces in the world economy, the onward march of 
liberal capitalism, and factors internal to the continent's nation states’. 


The letter suggested that Africa's great spiritual gifts could be marshalled 
to liberate not only individuals from sin, but society from the social sins 
which held the poor of Africa in their grip; ‘In the end, it is those 
spiritual forces which will free Africa from exploitation and want, and lead 
to the liberation of the poor.' 


But for the proclamation of these spiritual resources to be ‘good news' it 
must of necessity be coupled with a denunciation of undemocratic multi-lateral 
institutions, of an unjust world economy, and of the predatory élites in 
Africa who demand a deadly subsidy from the poor. 


The letter pointed to a number of dangers: the development of a new myth that 
democratic reform was sufficient and would inevitably lead to economic 
well-being; the failure to recognize that the West was part of the problem, 
prescribing policies that entailed enormous hardship without providing the 
economic benefits promised; and the fact that the demands of structural 
adjustment, above all reduction in public spending, militated against any 
untroubled growth of democratic institutions. 


Up to now it had largely been the preserve of the development agencies to 
campaign for the cancellation of debt, structural adjustments, and improvement 
in the terms of trade. ‘But it must now increasingly become part of the 
churches' central moral message', said the letter. 


‘This is not some marginal question of ethical discernment but a fundamental 
evangelical challenge to the world as Christians recognize in Africa's victims 
of structural sin the Lord himself who challenges us in the least of his 
little ones', the letter concluded. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.24 

USA: SOUTHERN BAPTISTS ELECT NEW LEADER 

Morris H. Chapman, 51, was elected fifth president and treasurer of the 
executive committee of the Southern Baptist Convention at its 17 February 
meeting in Nashville (Tennessee/US). He will take up his new duties on 1 
October, succeeding Harold C. Bennett who retires on 30 September. Chapman 
completes his second one-year term as president of the SBC on 11 June at the 
church body's annual meeting in Indianapolis. [EPS] 
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GHANA: RECONCILIATION EFFORTS FOR PRESBYTERIANS INITIATED 


An attempt to end the three-year-old conflict within the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Ghana began with a roundtable meeting late January in 
the capital city of Accra. The reconciliation effort was initiated by the 
Christian Council of Ghana (CCG) and the Bremen Mission in Germany, which 
established the EPCG in 1847. 


The conflict within the EPCG started in 1989 when a court action challenging 
the election of R. Dzobo to a third term of four years as moderator of the 
church was filed by some members of the EPCG in the town of Ho, resulting in 
the nullification of the election. However, the ruling was reversed on 

23 May 1991 by an appeals court. 


Following his reinstatement, Dzobo reportedly banned the church's Bible Study 
and Prayer Fellowship meetings. A synod meeting later authorized the 
transfer and suspension of some pastors. As the conflict intensified, some 
chapels in parts of the country closed down and a separate faction 
developed. The break-away group appointed its own moderator and other church 
officials. 


According to D. A. Darty, general secretary of the CCG, the January meeting 
resulted in the two groups pledging to work together ‘to improve the climate 
for reconciliation, peace and unity without resorting to oppression and 
mud-slinging'. 


Representing the Bremen Mission were president Erhard Mische and 
vice-president Alfred Fendler. The two officials expressed satisfaction with 
the outcome of the meeting. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.26 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION BODY URGES MEDIA FREEDOM IN VENEZUELA 

The UK-based World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) has urged 
the Venezuelan government to lift the curbs it imposed on the media following 
an attempted coup on 3 February. The WACC said in a statement released on 17 
February that while it supported the Venezuelan government ‘at this difficult 
time’, it deplored the government suspension of the constitutional right ‘to 
the freedom of expression of thought without prior censorship’. The WACC 
also urged the government to ‘refrain from all other repressive measures that 
inhibit the free flow of information and the practice of independent 
journalism’. The statement was signed by Randy L. Naylor, WACC president and 
Carlos A. Valle, general secretary. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.27 
THREE EUROPEAN CHURCH BODIES LAUNCH JOINT NEWSLETTER 


Three European-based church bodies - the European Ecumenical Commission for 
Church and Society, the Churches Committee for Migrants in Europe and the 
European Ecumenical Organization for Development - have launched a joint 


newsletter to be published bi-monthly. Titled Newsletter, the publication 
has been introduced to ‘let the churches have a better flow of information 
about what is happening at the institutions of the Council of Europe and the 
European Community'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.28 
HUNGARY: CHURCHES TO START RELIGIOUS RADIO BROADCASTS 
Churches in Hungary will be able to start broadcasting religious services by 
radio starting 29 March, according to the BBC's Summary of World Broadcasts. 
‘Under a compromise reached between Hungarian Radio and the churches, last 
January, Sunday morning services will be broadcast live on both medium-wave 
and FM bands', the BBC said. [EPS] 
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IMF POLICIES AFFECTING RELIGIOUS BROADCASTING IN AFRICA? 


The International Monetary Fund (IMF) policies in Africa, particularly the 
structural adjustment programmes, are having serious implications for 
religious broadcasting on the continent, according to an official of the 
National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK). 


Obed Ochwanyi, director of communication for the NCCK, told the Nairobi-based 
Africa Press Service 24 February that as part of the structural adjustment 
package, African governments have been asked to privatise or partially 
privatise state-owned and other semi-governmental enterprises 'to make them 
more efficient and profitable’. 


In many African countries, radio and television stations are owned and 
operated by government departments or supported by governments. 


Ochwanyi said many African churches cannot afford the commercial rates of the 
privatised radio stations. He cited a church in Nigeria which now has to pay 
up to US$ 100 000 per annum for its religious programmes that were previously 
free. 


In Angola, where religious broadcasting is being restored following the 
government's rejection of Marxism-Leninism, churches have neither’ the 


resources nor the facilities to revive religious broadcasting. In Kenya, 
churches previously broadcast between 20 and 24 hours of religious programmes 
per week. Now, they must cut that time to 15 minutes and drop some of their 
programmes. 


‘But on a continent where illiteracy rates are very high and people are 
scattered in remote areas, radio is the most versatile communication medium, 
capable of reaching many people, anywhere, any time', Ochwanyi said. 


The NCCK, the UK-based World Association for Christian Communication (WACC), 
and the Evangelisches Missionwerk of Germany, are organizing a joint 
Consultation on the ‘Use of Air-time for Religious Broadcasting' (6-8 April) 
in Nairobi, Kenya. More than 50 communication and _ broadcasting 
professionals and experts representing churches and church-related 
communication organs from Ghana, Angola, Kenya, South Africa, Cameroon, 
Zambia, Benin, and other African countries are expected to attend the meeting. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.03.30 
PRESIDENT'S WIFE HAILS WCC ROLE IN NAMIBIAN STRUGGLE 


The wife of the Namibian president, Kovambo Nujoma has extended words of 
thanks to the ecumenical movement for its contribution to the independence 
struggle in her country. 


In a brief visit to the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the 
World Council of Churches, 27 February, Mrs Nujoma said the Namibian president 
‘instructed' her to convey this message on his behalf. She was in Geneva to 
attend a United Nations meeting on the role of rural women in development. 


Earlier, WCC acting general secretary Mercy Oduyoye welcomed Mrs Nujoma to the 
Ecumenical Centre. She said the WCC had been in touch with Namibia 
throughout the struggle up to the time of independence. Accompanying Mrs 
Nujoma was Nora Chase, a former WCC staff member and now Namibia's ambassador 
to France. [EPS] 
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SRI LANKA: ECUMENICAL LEADER'S VISIT RAISES HOPE FOR DIALOGUE 


A visit to war-torn northern Sri Lanka in January by an ecumenical leader from 
the south has raised hopes of a possible exploratory dialogue between 
combatants in the decade-long conflict, according to a report by the Hong 
Kong-based Asian Ecumenical News Service. 


Soma Perera, a former president of Sri Lanka's Methodist Conference and 
currently head of the Commission for Justice and Peace of the National 
Christian Council,is reportedly the first Sinhalese to visit the Tamil 
population in the areas under the control of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in the northern Jaffna peninsula since renewed fighting broke out 
between the LITE and government forces in June 1990. 


Perera said his visit was designed to express solidarity with the ordinary 
people suffering as a result of the conflict, and to explore with the LTTE 
leadership the possibility of a negotiated settlement to the impasse. 


The LTTE has been waging a bloody battle for the establishment of a separate 
Tamil state in the northeast of the country following the failure of decades 
of non-violent protest by Tamil politicians against discrimination by 
successive governments in favour of the majority Sinhalese community. 


In 1990 an ecumenical team visiting Sri Lanka (EPS 90.12.58) reported that 
virtually every ethnic group or other community in the country has been 
affected by the ongoing fighting. They expressed indignation at the use of 
children as soldiers, the abuse of women, and the large number of unexplained 
disappearances. The team urged dialogue between the various faiths, church 
participation in peace promotion, and the placement in Sri Lanka of 
international 'peace monitors'. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.32 

CANADA: CATHOLIC DEVELOPMENT AGENCY CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 

On the ‘occasion of the 25th anniversary of the Canadian Organization for 
Development and Peace (CODP) the Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic 
Bishops (CCCB) issued an open letter in which it stated that the work of the 
CODP is now more important than ever and that it should be pursued with 
renewed commitment and vigour. Founded in 1967, the organization has 
supported almost 10 000 development projects in developing countries. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.33 

SALVADORAN CHURCH LEADERS TO BE SHIELDED BY VOLUNTEERS 

Small groups of Christians from the United States and Europe alarmed by recent 
death threats against leaders of El Salvador's National Council of Churches 
(NCC) have decided to schedule trips to the country to help protect the church 
leaders. Plans call for rotating teams from abraod to be in El Salvador for 
several weeks. The first group of participants in the 'Cadena' (chain) of 
solidarity arrived on 23 January. Those threatened with death include the 
wife of a Protestant pastor, Nuria Esmeralda Melendez de Grande, who was 
abducted by armed men. She was released after two days of questioning on the 
activities of the NCC. An Episcopal priest received a phone call from an 
unidentified caller (16 January) who ordered the NCC leaders to leave the 
country in 72 hours or face the consequences. [EPS] 
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EL SALVADOR: ARMY OFFICERS FOUND GUILTY OF MURDERING JESUITS 

A judge in San Salvador has sentenced two Salvadoran army officers to 30 years 
in prison for the 1989 massacre of six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and 
her daughter. The ruling was handed down 24 January, eight days prior to the 
formal cease-fire that ended El Salvador's 12-year civil war. Judge Ricardo 
Zamora evoked the full weight of Salvadoran law also to sentence two army 
lieutenants, previously absolved by the jury, to three years each in prison 
for conspiracy, and a third to three years in prison for destroying evidence. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.03.35 
KENYA: ‘DON'T TAKE SIDES IN POLITICS', CHURCHES TOLD 
Kenyan vice-president George Saitoti has advised Kenyan churches and other 
religious bodies to avoid taking sides or being politicised. Instead, he 
said, the churches should engage in the process of evangelization. He also 
urged the churches to pray for peace during the run-up to the first 
multi-party elections in over ten years later this year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.36 

UK: ANGLICAN LEADER TO MEET POPE 

Leader of world Anglicanism, Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, is 
scheduled to meet Pope John Paul II in Rome on 25 May. Among the subjects 
the two leaders are likely to discuss is the cool response Rome gave last 
December to the final report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International 
Commission (ARCIC I). Another likely subject is the ordination of women to 
the priesthood. The Church of England is currently in the process of 
deciding whether to ordain women to the ministry or not. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.37 

CANADA: UNITED CHURCH ON CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS 

The United Church of Canada has submitted a brief titled, ‘Sharing Canada's 
Future for the Common Good' to a special committee of parliament appointed to 
review Canada's constitution. The UCC's submission recommends that Canada's 
indigenous peoples fully participate in a constitutional process’ that 
recognizes their inherent right to self-determination, and to recognize Quebec 
as a distinct society by virtue of its language and culture. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.38 
POPE APPEALS FOR RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE IN AFRICA 
During his recent visit to Senegal, Pope John Paul II urged tolerance 
(20 February) between Christians and Muslims in Africa, saying religious 
leaders have a special duty to work for peace. He told Muslim leaders in the 
southern Senegalese city of Ziguinchor that ‘there is no justification for 
discrimination based on race, religion, sex or social condition'. Several 
African countries have been rocked in recent years by violence between 
Christians and Muslims. [EPS] 
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FORMER WCC STAFF TO HEAD WORLD VISION'S GENEVA OFFICE 

Eric Ram, a former staff member of the World Council of Churches, has been 
named by World Vision International as the head of its liaison office in 
Geneva. Prior to his present appointment, Ram was World Vision's director of 
international health programmes based in California, USA. In addition to his 
new responsibilities Ram will continue to direct the organization's health 
programmes from his Geneva office. Ram served with the WCC's Christian 
Medical Commission for 11 years, five of them as director until 1988. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Re-launch of the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism 


[This is the text. of a statement by general secretary Emilio Castro on the 
occasion of the re-launch of the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism, 20 March, 
1992.) 


The World Council of Churches Special Fund to Combat Racism has a special 


place within the ecumenical movement. It is the visible expression of the 
World Council. of Churches’ commitment to the elimination of racism and all 
forms of discrimination. It is also an instrument of the  churches' 


solidarity with the racially oppressed. As the churches act together to 
eliminate all forms of injustice in the world, they are channels of God's 
redemptive action in the world. 


The search for. justice, reconciliation and peace is at the heart of the 
Christian gospel - otherwise stated, it is a gospel imperative. This is the 
faith that impels us to crusade against racism and all forms of discrimination 
for, in Christ, ‘there is neither Jew nor Greek'. 


The Special Fund was launched in 1969 at the time when the Programme to Combat 
Racism was established. The target was to raise about US$ 1 million per year 
from voluntary contributions and donations especially earmarked for the 
Special Fund. 


The funds were to be used to support organizations engaged in the struggle to 
combat racism, to empower the racially oppressed and to conscientise the 
churches and society about the evils of racism challenging them to become 
actively engaged in specific programmes to eliminate racism. 


The underlying philosophy of the Special Fund was to undertake, in a symbolic 
fashion, the distribution of power and the sharing of resources in order to 


attain our common objectives. Grants have been made every year since 1970. 
They have served to draw the attention of the church and community to the 
crucial issue of racism world-wide. Through these grants, the churches have 


had. to contend with some controversial ethical and theological issues which, 
in the process, kept the ecumenical objectives and the common vision very much 
under scrutiny. 


1992 is very significant. It is the year which marks 500 years of the 
colonisation of the Americas. 1492 and Columbus' journey was the cutting 
edge of a world-wide movement for evangelisation and mission. 


Sadly, that historic event also ushered in the politics of domination, 
economic exploitation of vital resources for the benefit of Europe, the 
inhuman treatment of the indigenous peoples and the reliance on the slave 


trade in order to achieve those objectives. It became a calculated mass 
policy of exploitation, dehumanisation of whole peoples in the newly-acquired 
Americas and across the Atlantic, in Africa. Three continents bound together 


in agony and misfortune. 


1992 also brings us back to Europe. This is the year in which the 12 nations 
of the European Community are finalising arrangements for the inauguration of 
the Single Europe. The Single European Act, 1993, will remove the barriers 
between member states and allow free movement of goods and people. Some even 
dare to dream of an even closer union of the political, economic and monetary 
institutions. 


Other free trade zones are emerging as in North America and the proposed 
agreement between the European Community and the EFTA countries. [over] 
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Economic policies can so easily become the stormtroops for racism and other 
forms of exclusion. 


And so we have seen vivid pictures of racial violence throughout Europe and 
the United States. There is the popularisation of neo-Nazi political 
parties. Even more so, nasty right-wing fascist groups are an intolerable 
menace to the well-being of many communities. 


Aliens, migrants, asylum-seekers and ethnic minority citizens of these 
countries are the targets of these right-wing elements. Increasingly, 
government policies effectively exclude and marginalise them from full 
participation in the life of these nations. 


Fifty years later the ghastly spectre of nazism is haunting Europe. It: isica 
memory we thought had been exorcised from the consciousness of the world. 
Political life in Europe at this time raises matters of deep foreboding. As 
some political walls are falling, walls of racism and discrimination rise to 
take their place. 


Some three years ago, we rejoiced at the collapse of institutionalised 
communism in many parts of central and eastern Europe. We saw the retreat 
from doctrinaire socialist policies as a welcome sign for human liberty and 
political freedoms. 


Tragically, we are witnessing the growth of intense ethnic strife and the 
emergence of bigoted nationalisms. Historical national minorities like the 
Gypsy-Roma people and the Jews in much of Europe are the targets of 
resuscitated hate campaigns. 


More than ever before, our world is crying out for peace with justice. The 
end of the Cold War has not produced it, neither has 500 years of 
evangelisation. We rejoice in the emerging role of the United Nations as the 
arbitrator for world peace. Alongside the efforts of the United Nations, the 
churches need to sharpen their own role in accompanying this process. 


We pledge support for the proposal now being considered to extend the life of 
the United Nations Decade for the Elimination of Racism and All Forms of 
Discrimination. The nations of the world must remain seized with the issue 
for the sake of peace and human well-being. 


We are calling attention to the need to offer the racially-oppressed some 


means to resist the evil of racism. The Special Fund is one small effort. 
In the churches and the world we need some mechanisms to transform minds, 
raise awareness and sensitivity at both personal and structural levels. The 


Special Fund can be an agency for reconciliation and common action for justice 
and peace. 


This is the bedrock on which a sustained future for all can be built. That 
is why we need the Special Fund today as much as we did in 1969. As the 
churches responded to the tide of racism dramatised by apartheid in South 
Africa since the sixties so we are now called to focus even more urgent 
attention to the sinister tide of racism in Europe, the Americas and in Asia. 
[EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Summary of Human Rights Situation in Latin America 


[This is the abridged text of a summary of the human rights situation in 
Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Nicaragua. The summary 
was compiled by the Canadian-based Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in 
Latin America (ICCHRLA) as its annual report for 1991]. 


Chile: While there has indisputably been an improvement in Chile's human 
rights record since Patricio Aylwin became president, there is still reason 
for the international community to monitor the human rights situation in the 
country. One major concern is the plight of the people imprisoned during the 
military dictatorship and still held in Chilean jails. In spite of a hunger 
strike by the prisoners, international pressure to obtain justice for those 
incarcerated, and the president's own commitment to resolve the situation of 
the prisoners ‘prior to Christmas' 1991, there are still 61 people imprisoned 
without ever having even been sentenced. Some of them have spent as many as 
ten years in prison; all have been subjected to torture. 


Another matter of deep concern is that since the Aylwin government took over 


there have been reports of at least 35 cases in which torture was used. This 
abhorrent practice has been used in police precincts, especially of the 
carabineros and investigative police. While there is no suggestion that the 


Aylwin government condones the use of torture, it is incumbent upon the 
leadership of the country to stop the practice and to punish those who are 
responsible. ... 


El Salvador: Without an acceptable rule of law, guarantees of physical 
integrity and respect for economic and social rights, stability and peace 
remained elusive in El Salvador, even as the country moved toward a negotiated 
ceasefire. 


Levels of illegal detention in which torture occurred were up 30 per cent in 
the first four months of 1991 from the last three months of 1990. Illegal 
capture, detention and torture are used routinely by the Salvadoran 
authorities to intimidate people from participating in popular organizations 
and trade unions, and from working with repatriated communities and the 
poor. On 15 November, the United Nations Observer Mission (ONUSAL) reported 
that there had been 1080 human rights violations by the Salvadoran army and 
the insurgent FMLN between 26 July and 31 October alone. ... 


As the negotiation process moved slowly towards its goal, the people working 
for the basic rights of Salvadorans were most vulnerable. In addition to 
repression by military and security forces, representatives of many social 
sectors were the victims of death threats by right-wing ‘phantom' groups who 
did not wish to’ see a peace agreement signed. Post-war El Salvador will 
require a strong, effective civil society that is able to make a peace 
agreement real in the lives of Salvadorans. ... 


Guatemala: Even though the new president, Jorge Serrano Elias, promised to 
improve the human rights situation in the country, the grim statistics testify 
to the fact that very little changed in Guatemala in 1991. ICCHRLA received 
more requests for urgent action on behalf of Guatemalans than on behalf of any 
other people in Latin America. 


From 1 January to 22 November, the Human Rights Office of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Guatemala recorded 1067 human rights violations (550 
extra-judicial executions, 197 assassinations, 80 attempted assassinations, 
143 forced disappearances, 91 threats or intimidations and six cases of 
torture). National Police statistics show approximately 4.5 murders per day 
in the first six months of 1991. [over] 
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Most frequently the victims of human rights violations are members of trade 
unions, student groups, campesino organizations and human rights monitors. 
The crimes against them are never investigated or if they are, the 
perpetrators are never punished. Impunity remains the law of the land in 
Guatemala and President Serrano's administration is no more willing to 
effectively confront the army or security forces over human rights abuses than 
were his predecessors. 


The violence persisted even as the national peace dialogue process 
continued. For the first time in 30 years of bitter civil war, the 
Guatemalan government and military and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary 
Unity (URNG) spoke to one another across the negotiating table. At year's 
end, the conversations were stalled, however, on the fundamental issue of 
human rights. 


Honduras: While no one has disappeared in Honduras since Rafael Leonardo 
Callejas became president, torture, death threats, and political killings 
continued. Peasants, labour leaders and human rights activists are the 
targets of violence: peasants because the distribution of land is key to 
resolving the socio-economic problems of the country; labour leaders because 
in order for the neo-liberal economic restructuring to work, organized labour 
must be 'domesticated' or destroyed; and human rights monitors because they 
continue to insist that abuses be investigated and the perpetrators punished. 


Virtually all monitors of the human rights situation in Honduras view the 
military as the single most influential and powerful force in the country in 
regard to human rights abuses and to the investigation and prosecution, or 
lack of prosecution, of those. abuses. The situation was exacerbated in 1991 
because the military was called in on a number of occasions to resolve labour 
conflicts (such as at the Canadian-owned Mochito mine and during strikes at 
the National Electrical Energy Company) and disputes between peasants and 
landowners who, in some cases, were military people. ... 


Mexico: Because increased economic integration among the various countries 
in this hemisphere will certainly be a recurring issue in this decade, ICCHRLA 
believes it is particularly important to scrutinize Canada's involvement in 
the North American Free Trade Agreement negotiations. Monitors of human 
rights, including the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the 
Organization of American States, have provided ample evidence that in spite of 
the electoral reforms put forward by the ruling Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) in 1990, there have since been electoral fraud and 
election-related violence in Mexico. ... 


Human rights activists, intellectuals, members of the press, peasants, and 
trade unionists have all been victims of repression. Torture is described as 
an ‘institutionalized practice’ in Mexican prisons. ° Human rights 
organizations are unequivocal in directing blame for the majority of Mexico's 
violations to the federal judicial police. In areas where crops have been 
grown for drug production, however, the Mexican military has also been 
implicated. ... 


Nicaragua: 1991 was marked by tremendous instability in Nicaragua caused by 
the continued political polarization and by the neo-liberal economic plans of 
the government. While there is a common commitment within the governing 
coalition, the National Opposition Union, to the economic programme, dissent 
exists because President Chamorro and her supporters are willing to negotiate 
with other sectors of Nicaraguan society, including the Sandinistas. Others 
within the coalition are bent on the destruction of the Sandinistas and all 
Signs of the revolution and refuse to negotiate. ... [EPS] 
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USA: NCC URGES HALT TO REPATRIATION OF HAITIAN REFUGEES 

Church World Service, the relief and development agency of the (US) National 
Council of Churches has strongly criticised a US Supreme Court decision to 
repatriate thousands of Haitian refugees. The NCC said in a _ statement 
released 7 February by Lani J. Havens, executive director of Church World 
Service that the return of the asylum seekers to a situation of continuing 
violence and repression ‘is a deplorable breach of our country's humanitarian 
ideals’. The NCC urged the government to give the Haitians treatment equal 
to that given to other people fleeing from similar situations. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Churches and Democracy in Contemporary Africa (Richard Joseph) 


[This item first appeared in the US-based publication Public Justice Report of 
January 1992. Joseph is a political scientist and director of the Institute 
of African Studies at Emory University/Atlanta, USA. ] 


Africa has begun the final decade of the 20th century with a wave of 
democratic movements that is sweeping away authoritarian regimes that had 
seemed firmly entrenched. At the centre of most of these transformations and 
upheavals are religious leaders from a variety of Christian denominations. 
These developments are so recent and rapid that we can only surmise at this 
point about the broad impact and role of Christianity. 


Christianity's relationship with the African continent, as in other parts of 
the world, has been marked by ambiguity and contradictions. Mission stations 
became an inherent part of the colonial establishment. The map of Christian 
influence in Africa overlapped with that of the colonial authorities. 


Throughout the post-colonial period, that ambiguity has also been evident. 
Churches and religious groups continued to expand after independence partly 
because they were willing to accommodate themselves to the gradual 
monopolization of political life by single parties and authoritarian leaders. 


However, as the abuses mounted and the failures of African governments to 
achieve equitable development became more evident, the churches increasingly 
emerged as the only tolerated countervailing power to that of the state in 
many countries. 


As opposition and independent newspapers were closed down and censorship laws 
rendered more draconian, it was often only church publications that enjoyed 
some limited measure of autonomy. 


The Christian churches did not suddenly emerge as forceful voices against 
authoritarian systems with the explosion of the African democratic movement in 
1989-90. But the more they witnessed the increasing hardships of their 
parishioners and, conversely, the cynical uses of state power by dominant 
groups, the more their criticisms shifted from the articulation of particular 
and episodic grievances to more systemic and comprehensive ones. 


The purpose of any state, ultimately, is to serve the fundamental needs and 
interests of its people. Post-colonial authoritarian regimes, because of 
their inability to sustain public schools, hospitals, roads, and industries, 
undermined their own legitimacy and especially their justifications for 
monopolizing state power. [over] 
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What sharpened these contradictions was the fact that alongside’ the 
party-state emerged a vigorous movement of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) advocating a more participatory mode of governance. 


Their philosophy would eventually spill over from community development 
projects to challenge the dominant mode of governance in society. 
Spearheading the debate on developmental issues were often church-inspired 
institutions. 


Paradoxically, it is precisely because African countries were not able to 
eliminate certain patterns of relations established during the colonial era 
that the Christian churches retained their capacity to challenge the decaying 
post-colonial state. 


Students of African politics have often called attention to the fundamental 
weaknesses of African states despite their monopolizing of political and 
economic institutions. The more the party-state absorbed or disbanded 
autonomous civic associations, the more it was left face to face with the 
Single largest organized movement outside itself, namely, Christian churches. 


In few African countries was freedom of religion denied outright. 
Post-colonial governments continued the colonial practice of treating churches 
as indispensable adjuncts for the provision of basic social services as well 
as means of social control. 


The fact that these religious bodies greatly relied for their operations on 
their internally-generated resources - in addition to the significant 
development aid given to them by their foreign affiliates - meant that they 
had a basis for autonomous action that no other organized body in African 
societies could usually match. 


The Christian churches in Africa have assumed different roles in the current 
democratic transformations. Because they were accorded a greater ‘zone of 
liberty' than any other organized body in most’ states, they became 
repositories of the very idea of the entitlement to freedoms of conscience, 
association, assembly, and expression. 


By struggling to advance their own institutional interests, they invariably 
sought to limit the reach of the state. The process of extending the room in 
which the churches were able to act required pushing back the boundaries of 
the party-state, thereby creating more space for other non-governmental 
associations. 


A vigorous civil society in Africa, as elsewhere, is imperative for the 
vitality of the new democratic systems. Christian churches are essential 
components of civil society throughout Africa, and the multiplicity of 
denominations is an intrinsic element of societal pluralism. 


In their relations with the African state, Christian churches need to consider 
how to avoid relapsing into ambiguous dealings with unjust regimes. How the 
Christian church can become a consistent advocate of democratic governance, 
and not an occasional and even belated one, is an issue that deserves further 
examination. [EPS] 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 19-23 March in Santiago, Chile 
Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 

Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 
‘Conciliar Fellowship: A Common Goal’, is a new book available from WCC 


Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Price: Sfr° 16.50), USS 1714.50" and* 6775 
UK pounds. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/Programme Unit Sharing 
and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 


Situation report (#14, 12 March) on Middle East Conflict solution. 
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This is to advise all our subscribers that a new computer system has just been 


installed here at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. As we are all learning 

to work with the new system, disruptions and delays in the production of the 

EPS are inevitable. Kindly bear with us during this ‘transitional’ period. 
An co A ne 

f Lew Ly | i: IDs ee 


Ken Sililo Mubu 
EPS Editor. 
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ECUMENICAL TEAM VISITS CZECHOSLOVAKIA: ROMANIA, UNIATISM ON AGENDA 


Following a decision of the World Council of Churches’ Executive Committee 
meeting in Geneva, Switzerland in September 1991 regarding the promotion of 
dialogue on issues of uniatism in central and eastern Europe, an ecumenical 
team was put together by the WCC and the Conference of European Churches to 
visit Czechoslovakia (25 February-2 March) and Romania (2-6 March). 


The visitors, who met with communities and leaders of WCC member churches in 
both countries, were mandated to evaluate the conflict surrounding the uniate 
churches and to make proposals and recommendations to the WCC and to the CEC 
and also to express ecumenical solidarity with the communities there. 


According to a communiqué issued 11 March on the visit to Czechoslovakia, the 
relations between the Orthodox and the Greek Catholic churches deteriorated 
further after 1990 following the re-establishment of the Greek Catholic church 
by the Czechoslovak government. The communiqué said during the period 1950 
to 1990, the Greek Catholics suffered from prohibitions imposed by the former 
Communist government. During the period, the church lost its church 
buildings and other property to the Orthodox church. 


Following the 1990 law of restitution of property, a number of church 
buildings and other property were returned to the Greek Catholics, resulting 
in the loss of places of worship by some Orthodox churches. 


The communiqué said the tension between the two churches is historically 
linked to the forced ‘union’ of the Orthodox church with the See of Rome and 
the creation of the Uniate church in 1646. This union, added the document, 
has not been recognized by the Orthodox church and constitutes ‘a serious 
handicap for ecumenical dialogue’. 


Outlining the background to the conflict, the communiqué said ‘over the 
centuries, a movement of return to Orthodoxy was constituted and on several 
occasions, the Orthodox tried to join their church of origin. In 1950, a 
political decision was taken for the return of the Greek Catholics to the 
Orthodox Church and the Uniate Church lost its churches. It has to be 
acknowledged that the Orthodox Church did not protest against such an 
authoritarian intervention’. 


The team concluded that ‘the traces of an old uniatism seriously affect not 
only the evangelistic and missionary task of the churches and local ecumenism, 
but also the social unity and integrity of the country’. 


The team recommended ‘immediate dialogue’ to be initiated by European or 
ecumenical church bodies and that the Roman Catholic Church ‘should be 
involved in the reconciliation process in a more credible way’. The team also 
recommended ecumenical moral and material support to the Orthodox church in 
Czechoslovakia ‘in order to preserve its identity’. 


The team held discussions with the leaders of the Orthodox, Evangelical and 
Reformed churches, the National Council of Churches, bishops of the Roman and 
Greek Catholic churches and government and parliamentarians in Prague, 
Bratislava, Michalovce and Presov. 


In Romania, the team held discussions with, among others, Patriarch Teoctist 
of the Romanian Orthodox church, Metropolitan Antonie of Transylvania, Vicar 
Bishop Andrei of Alba Iulia and Bishop Niphon Ploiesteanul. The team also 
met John Bukowsky, Apostolic Nuncio in Bucharest and Ioan Robu, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Bucharest. The delegation also visited monasteries and 
churches in Sibiu, Alba Iulia, Cluj, Blaj, Turgu Mures, Vestra and Boiana, 
where they discussed the root causes of the tensions. [over] 
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The team noted that the present conflict, although determined by local 
dynamics, also reflects the general distrust of the power and intentions of 
the papacy in central and eastern Europe, and has a negative impact on global 
Catholic-Orthodox relations. The delegation note in a communiqué that the 
tensions are crystallized around the problem of church property. The Greek 
Catholic church seeks the redress of the injustices inflicted upon its clergy 
and faithful and claims a restitution of churches that belonged to the church 
before 1948 and are currently being used by the Orthodox church. 


The communiqué added: ‘The Orthodox Church affirms that the buildings are 
not the property of the hierarchy but belong to the faithful. It is 
maintained that wherever the majority of the faithful wants to remain in the 
Orthodox Church, restitution is not an acceptable solution’. 


After having listened to both parties, said the communiqué, the delegation 
expressed the conviction that a fraternal dialogue, without pre-conditions, 
is the only way towards a solution of the problem. Such a dialogue cannot 
bear fruit unless it strives to ‘heal memories’ and is motivated by the sense 
of common Christian witness in the Romanian society. 


The team stated that the churches outside the current conflict are prepared 
to contribute towards the process of dialogue by offering their own places for 
use by the Greek Catholic church. 


The delegation included Lutheran bishop Andreas Aarflot of Norway, 
Metropolitan Emilianos of Sylivria, Jacques Maury of the Reformed Church in 
France, Jean Mayland of the Church of England and Ion Bria and Tarek Mitri, 
wcc staff members. [EPS] 
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USA: KOREAN MINISTER TO RECEIVE TEMPLETON PRIZE 


The 1992 Templeton Prize for ‘progress in religion’, with a monetary value of 
1 million US dollars, will be given to a Korean Presbyterian minister, Kyung- 
Chik Han. 


At a press conference held 11 March in New York to announce the award, the 
honoree’s son, North Carolina Presbyterian executive Hewon Han, said the money 
would go mostly to rebuild churches in North Korea ‘as soon as it is 
politically possible’. The rest, he said, will help support work of Young 
Nak (Everlasting Joy) Church, founded by his father in 1945. 


John Marks Templeton, a U.S. citizen now living in the Bahamas, said he 
established the prize to bring advances in religion the attention focused on 
other areas by the Nobel prize. First given to Mother Teresa in 1973, it has 
a cash value increased periodically to keep it larger than the Nobel award. 


Kyung-Chik Han, born in North Korea in 1902 and a Christian from the age of 


seven, fled to Seoul after the Communist takeover of the North. Gathering 
27 fellow refugees from his church in Shinuiji, North Korea, he established 
what would become the largest Presbyterian church in the world. It now 


reports more than 60 000 members, hundreds of daughter churches and 
missionaries in 21 countries. 


He also founded and led many social and educational agencies. Sang Hyun Lee, 
who holds a chair named for Han at his alma mater, Princeton (New Jersey) 
Seminary, said Kyung-Chik Han was noted for combining ‘evangelical, Bible- 
centered Christianity with a zeal for social services’. 


Han, retired but still active, will be honoured at public ceremonies 29 April 
in Berlin. Formal presentation of the award will be made by Prince Philip, 
7 May in private ceremonies at Buckingham Palace, London. [EPS] 
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EASTERN ORTHODOX BISHOPS MEET, UNITY HIGH ON AGENDA 


The primates (chief bishops) of most Eastern Orthodox churches held an 
unprecedented weekend summit at the Phanar, the headquarters of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Istanbul. 


During a concelebrated eucharist marking the annual Sunday of ‘The triumph of 
Orthodoxy’, a joint statement from the 12 primates present was read from a 
pulpit high in the patriarchal church. 


Among other things, it criticizes what it considers anti-Orthodox activities 
by ‘certain circles’ in Roman Catholicism, mission activities in ‘Orthodox 
countries’ by ‘certain Protestant fundamentalists’, ‘schismatic groups 
competing with the canonical structure’ of Eastern Orthodoxy, any effort to 
replace ‘Christian unity’ as the aim of the World Council of Churches, and 
developments in the ecumenical context such as the ordination of women as 
priests and ‘inclusive language in reference to God’. 


It also calls on Orthodox to observe 1 September each year as a day of 
‘prayers and supplications for the preservation of God’s creation and the 
adoption of the attitude to nature involved in the eucharist and the ascetic 
tradition of the church’. 


Hailing ‘Europe’s journey towards unity’, it notes the ‘large number of 
Orthodox’ there, especially in the east and south. In what has been 
Yugoslavia, it rejects the ‘exploitation of religious sentiment for political 
and national reasons’ in the ‘fratricidal confrontations’ between Croats 
(mostly Roman Catholics) and Serbs (mostly Eastern Orthodox). 


The summit was called and presided over by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
traditionally ‘first among equals’ in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy. The 
other primates attending were Patriarchs Parthenios (Alexandria and All 
Africa), Ignatius (Antioch and All the East), Diodoros (Jerusalem and All 
Palestine), Alexis (Moscow and All Russia), Paul (Belgrade and All Serbia), 
Teoctist (Bucharest and All Romania), and Maxim (Sofia and All Bulgaria); 
Archbishops Seraphim (Greece) and John (Finland); and Metropolitans Wasyli 
(Poland) and Dorothej (Czechoslovakia). 


Invited, but unable to attend, were the primates of Georgia and Cyprus. The 
newly-revived Albanian Orthodox Church has no primate. The primates of North 
America and Japan were not invited. The independence (autocephaly or 
autonomy) of their churches is not officially recognized by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and several other Eastern Orthodox churches. 


The primates deliberated in closed sessions. 


Four ecumenical guests from Istanbul were invited and attended the closing 


liturgy - Armenian Patriarch Karekin and two other Oriental Orthodox 
hierarchies, and the acting leader of Latin- (Western-) rite Roman Catholics 
in the area. Eastern-rite Roman Catholics (generally called Uniates by 


Orthodox, and the source of much of the current Roman Catholic-Eastern 
Orthodox tension) and Christians of other traditions were not among the 
official guests. (The primates noted, in particular, progress in dialogues 
with Oriental Orthodox, expressing hope for a ‘favourable result’). 


The annual Eastern Orthodox celebration of the ‘triumph of Orthodoxy’ recalls 
theological and practical decisions in favour of icons taken in the 8th and 
9th centuries after controversy between iconodules and iconodasts (supporters 
and opponents of icons). The liturgy concluded with a traditional icon 
procession. At one point, all the primates gathered on a balcony in the 
Phanar complex and jointly blessed an applauding crowd in the courtyard below. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.47 
SOUTH AFRICA: SACC SETS OUT TASKS TO MEET CHALLENGES DURING TRANSITION 


Work to end violence and to promote political and economic justice and 
education for democracy will top the South Africa Council of Churches’ (SACC) 
Oagenda during the coming months, according to a 27-February press release 
from the ecumenical body. 


The four concerns will be given heightened attention and visibility through 
four special task forces approved by the Council’s national executive 
committee at its 25-26 February meeting in Johannesburg. 


According to the release, the concerns represent areas in which the SACC 
believes the churches can make a particular contribution during this time of 
transition in South Africa. 


‘What we have done’, said SACC general secretary Frank Chikane, ‘is really 
refocus our vision on where God wants us to express our witness at this 
particular time. 


‘We don’t believe that the politicians or economists on their own can resolve 
all these problems. The role of the church is to be in active solidarity 
in a critical prophetic manner’, said Chikane, adding, ‘the churches must 
promote the ethical ideals, the things that approximate the Kingdom of God. 
They must evangelize, helping people change their minds and their old ways 
and to start a new way’. 


According to the release, the four areas of concern grow out of, and carry 
forward, work done at the October 1991 Cape Town Consultation (EPS 91.11.21) 
among the SACC, the World Council of Churches and other Christian bodies and 
at several more recent meetings, including the 4-5 February Theological 
Colloquium called by the SACC, the 10-13 February consultation on the ‘Code 
of Investment’ (EPS 92.03.12) for the new South Africa which was organized by 
the SACC, the Southern African Roman Catholic Bishop’s Conference and the 
Institute of Contextual Theology. 


The release said the four task forces will be as ‘ecumenical as possible’. 


The task force on violence has been mandated to implement the National Peace 
Accord signed last year between the South African government, the African 
National Congress and the Inkatha Freedom Party. 


The monitoring of the negotiation process is the responsibility of the task 
force on political justice, while the task force on education for democracy 
will be responsible for ‘the fostering of a culture of democracy, establishing 
educational programmes concerning democracy, pluralism and the mechanisms of 
a democratic process such as voting in an election’. 


The task force on economic matters will work on the code of investment for the 
post-sanctions period and on the issues surrounding the ‘new economic order’. 
It will also seek ‘to develop church-based theological reflection and 
activity on issues of development and economic justice’ and ‘defend the rights 
of the poor and the victims of the workings of the economic system. (EPS) 


EPS 92.03.48 
CUBA: BAPTISTS ORDAIN THREE WOMEN 


The Cuban Baptist Church recently ordained three women, according to a 5-March 
report from the Peru-based Latinamerica Press. Clara Rodes, one of the 
women ordained said the decision to ordain women was made after reflecting on 


the role of women in the church and society. The Baptists are the largest 
non-Catholic denomination in Cuba. (EPS) 
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EPS 92.03.49 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND DEBATE ON WOMEN’S ORDINATION CONTINUES 


A call from a group of British members of parliament and peers for a ten-year 
moratorium on the question of ordination of women to the priesthood in the 
Church of England has been firmly rejected by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 


George Carey. A final decision by the church’s general synod on the issue 
is expected in November. 


In an open letter to the archbishop, 14 members of parliament and 23 peers 
belonging to the ‘Church in Danger’ group, which was formed in November 1988 
by parliamentarians and others concerned about what they saw as the dangers 
threatening the Church of England, recognized the need to revive the ministry 
of the laity of both sexes. ‘But could we not be allowed at least a ten-year 
moratorium on the priesting question while we conduct a prayerful and profound 
examination of the laity’s pastoral role of teaching, preaching, caring and 
healing?’, they asked. 


Urging a nourishment of stability and sound doctrine, the group said that ‘the 
teachings of the church seem often to have been adapted to secular fashion’. 


In their view they were not speaking for the laity alone. ‘Clergy known to 
us express the fear quite openly that the Church into which they were ordained 
may be disappearing and that the context of their ministry is now being 
corrupted. Most poignant, perhaps, are the almost frantic pleas now reaching 
Church in danger members from the USA, Canada and Australia. ‘Do not let the 
bishops of our Mother Church apostasize’, they urge. ‘You can see the 
disastrous schisms and disruptions which have occurred’. 


In his reply, Carey recognized that there were indeed difficult ecclesiastical 
issues concerning the ordination of women. ‘But many Anglicans believe 
strongly that it is contradictory and damaging to the Church to welcome the 
emancipation of women in the secular world and yet deny them ordination on the 


same terms as men’, he said. ‘Hence, to kick this issue into touch for at 
least ten years as you request would hardly be "to build upon all that 
unites". This issue cannot be sidelined. The Church cannot avoid debating 


and voting on this issue as planned this year, confident that with God’s help, 
whatever the outcome, the love which we all have for each other in Christ will 
prevail over the hurt and pain’. 


The archbishop rejected the parliamentarians’ pessimstic view of the way the 
Church was going. ‘The prevalent tone of gloom and anxiety in your letter 
is not characteristic of the Church of England as a whole’, he wrote. He 
believed that ‘realism rather than undifferentiated pessimism’ was needed in 
describing the contemporary Church of England. 


‘No, things are not as they were’, he said. ‘In many areas of its life the 
Church is healthier. We need faith, hope and determination to reach out to 
millions of people who believe in God and feel themselves to be Christian, but 
the vast majority of whom do not seem to have found that traditional church 
worship speaks to their needs’. 


In February this year (EPS 92.03.06), the Church of England general synod 
received the voting figures on the draft legislation for women’s ordination 
from the church’s dioceses and deaneries. Thirty-eight of the church’s 44 
dioceses approved of the proposal. 


In diocesan synods, 66.6 per cent of the clergy and 68 per cent of the laity 
voted in favour, but in deanery synods only 65 per cent of the clergy and 66.7 
per cent of the laity. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.50 
ORTHODOX PRIMATES ISSUE STATEMENT, PLEDGE TO FACE FUTURE CHALLENGES 


‘Particularly severe and urgent problems’ confront the Orthodox Church 
throughout the world today, according to the message released by the Orthodox 
primates at the end of their meeting in Istanbul (15 March). In the seven- 
page text, the church leaders say they wish to face the changes in the world 
‘as one body’, looking ahead to the third millennium of the Christian era. 


The present century, say the primates, has made it clear that human scientific 
and technological progress ‘does not necessarily lead to happiness and the 
fullness of life’. Evidence for this is not only the collapse of Communism 
but also ‘the failure of all anthropocentric ideologies’. A resulting 
‘spiritual void and existential insecurity’ lead many to ‘seek salvation’ in 
new religious movements or ‘nearly idolatrous attachments to material values’. 


Global realities like these call the Orthodox to deeper unity, the message 
continues, but this is ‘threatened by schismatic groups competing with the 
canonical structure of the Orthodox Church’. The primates say it is 
necessary for all local churches to ‘condemn these schismatic groups and 
abstain from any kind of communion with them ... "until they return".’ 


It is the Orthodox concern for Christian unity, the primates say, which has 
led them to participate in the ecumenical movement, convinced that they must 
contribute to the restoration of unity ..., bearing witness to the one 
undivided church of the apostles, the Fathers and the ecumenical councils’. 


Against that background, they speak of their ‘great affliction and anguish of 
heart’ over ‘activities absolutely contrary to the spirit of the dialogue of 
love and truth" in "certain circles inside the Roman Catholic Church ... After 
the collapse of the atheistic Communist regime by which many ... Orthodox 
churches were tremendously persecuted and tormented, we had expected brotherly 
support, or at least understanding of the difficult situation ... 


‘Instead ..., the traditional Orthodox countries have been considered 
‘missionary territories’ and, thus, missionary networks are set up in them and 
proselytism is practised with all the methods which have been condemned and 
rejected for decades by all Christians’. The message mentions in particular 
the activity of uniate churches in Ukraine, Romania, East Slovakia and the 
Middle East. As a result, the primates note, theological dialogue between 
Orthodox and Roman Catholics ‘has already been restricted to the discussion 
of the problem of Uniatism until agreement is reached on this matter’. 


The statement also describes as unacceptable the activities of ‘certain 
Protestant fundamentalists, who are eager "to preach" in Orthodox countries’, 
where ‘the gospel has already been preached for many centuries’. it 
distinguishes proselytism - ‘practised in nations already Christian, and in 
many cases even Orthodox, sometimes through material enticement and sometimes 
by various forms of violence’ - from mission, ‘carried out in non-Christian 
countries and among non-Christian peoples’, which is ‘a sacred duty of the 
church, worthy of every assistance’. 


As to the World Council of Churches, the statement notes that the Orthodox do 
not ‘approve of any tendency to undermine’ the WCC’s initial aim of restoring 
Christian unity ‘for the sake of other interests and expediencies’". Singled 
out for disapproval among recent developments within the ecumenical context 


are ‘the ordination of women to the priesthood and the use of inclusive 
language in reference to God’. 


The message concludes by addressing some ‘general problems of the contemporary 
world’. It says ‘the accumulation of the privileges of progress and the power 
proceeding from it to only a section of humanity exacerbates the misfortune 
of other people and creates an impetus for agitation or even war’. [over] 
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While noting the potential of genetic science in combating disease, it 
expresses concern about the possibility of its ‘transforming the human being 
from a free person into an object directed and controlled by those in power’. 


Criticizing ‘the careless and self-indulgent use of material creation ... with 
the help of technological progress’, which ‘has already started to cause 
irreparable destruction to the natural environment’, the message reiterates 
earlier calls from the Ecumenical Patriarchate to mark 1 September as an 
annual occasion for ‘prayers and supplications for the preservation of God’s 
creation and the adoption of the attitude to nature involved in the Eucharist 
and the ascetic tradition of the church’. 


The primates hail ‘Europe’s journey towards unity’, noting that ‘the regions 
of South and Eastern Europe are inhabited by a majority of Orthodox people, 
contributing decisively to the cultural moulding of European civilization and 
spirit’. On the conflict between Serbs and Croats in Yugoslavia, the 
Orthodox leaders say that ‘what is required from the ecclesiastical leaders 
for the Roman Catholic Church and from all of us is particular attention, 
pastoral responsibility and wisdom from God, in order that the exploitation 
of religious sentiment for political and national reasons may be avoided’. 


Finally, the message speaks of ‘all those peoples in other continents who 
struggle for their dignity, freedom and development within justice. We pray 
especially for peace and reconciliation of Middle East where the Christian 
faith originated and where people of different faiths coexist’. 


The message concludes with an exhortation to ‘the pious Orthodox Christians 
in the oikoumene to be united around their canonical pastors’ and to ‘all 
those who believe in Christ to reconciliation and solidarity in confronting 
the serious dangers threatening the world in our time’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.51 
CAREY REFUSES TO LEAD MINISTRY AMONG JEWS, MOVE HAILED AS COURAGEOUS 


In a step warmly welcomed by Jewish leaders, Archbishop of Canterbury George 
Carey has declined an invitation to become patron of the Church’s Ministry 
among the Jews which was set up in 1809 as the London Society for Promoting 
Christianity among the Jews and of which successive archbishops of Canterbury 
have been patrons since 1841. 


Carey’s decision is seen as a further attempt on his part to allay Jewish 
fears that they are being targeted by the decade of evangelism called for by 
the 1988 Lambeth Conference, the gathering of all the bishops of the Anglican 
Communion held every ten years. 


These fears were exacerbated by a full-page advertisement placed in The Times 
just before Christmas by the organization ‘Jews for Jesus’, which actively 
seeks to convert Jews to Christianity. The Chief Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, 
expressed great regret at such targeting. Carey did not react publicly on 
that occasion, but earlier he emphasized when opening an inter-faith meeting 
last June that ‘the decade of evangelism is not an assault by churches on 
other faith communities in this country’ but was ‘a way of enhancing, even 
recovering in some places, our integrity as Christians’. 


Similarly, in an article in the Jewish Chronicle that month, he spoke of his 
dislike of the term ‘targeting’ and hoped he could give some reassurance to 
those fearful ‘of yet another onslaught on the values and faith of another 
community’. Carey’s ‘courageous and wise decision’ was described by the 
president of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, Judge Israel Finestan, as 
‘most welcome’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.52 
TEN ORDAINED AS AUSTRALIA’S FIRST WOMEN ANGLICAN PRIESTS 


‘Today we ordain 10 women, but we liberate tens of thousands. ’ So said the 
Anglican Archbishop of Perth, Most Rev. Peter Carnley, as he ordained 
Australia’s first women priests in Perth on 7 March and changed forever the 
face of the Anglican Church in Australia, according to a report from the 
Tasmanian-based Religion Watch. 


Ten women deacons and one man, the husband of one of them, were ordained 
priests - coincidentally on International Women’s Day - after an 11th hour 
legal challenge in the West Australian Supreme Court failed the previous day. 


The event occurred just six weeks after another historic service was held in 
Perth, the induction of Australia’s first woman Anglican rector. Dawn 
Kenyon, originally from Victoria, Australia, but ordained a priest in New 
Zealand in 1987, was inducted by Bishop Ben Wright into Southern Cross parish, 
a mining community 400 km east of Perth. 


The legal challenge came on the Wednesday, 4 March when, after weeks of 
speculation and rumours, Archbishop Carnley was served with papers seeking an 
interlocutory injunction to be heard on the Friday, the day before the 


ordination. As the ordinands moved into retreat for spiritual preparation 
on the Wednesday night, the archbishop began an intense period of legal 
preparation. 6 March saw Anglican hierarchies take the stand in court for 


the second time in six weeks. 


In January, Bishop Owen Dowling of Canberra-Goulburn diocese was taken to 
court over his plan to ordain 11 women deacons as priests on 2 February. The 
court granted the injunction [EPS 92.02.38]. 


The plaintiffs were those who acted against Bishop Dowling (two priests and 
a layman) with a fourth, an Anglican school chaplain in Perth. Archbishop 
Carnley took the witness stand to explain and defend his intention and refute 
their claim that chaos and confusion would result if the ordinations went 
ahead. 


After a full day hearing, justice White adjourned the court to consider his 
verdict. He returned later to announce to the overflowing court room that 
the application was rejected. The court sat in stunned silence until the 
plaintiffs’ barrister sought an interim injunction to allow for an appeal. 

Justice White refused, and left the court. The crowd erupted in applause. 


Justice White gave five reasons for his decision, and while the full 
transcript was not available it was clear that one of those grounds had 
possible far-reaching implications. He ruled that the Church of England Act 
(1962) as amended (Anglican Church 1976) related to property matters, and not 
to ceremonial, discipline or order. Hence the WA state Act giving legal 
force to the church’s national Constitution explicitly provides that it is for 
the protection and conveyancing of property only. 


Carnley urged opponents of women’s ordination to accept the court’s ruling 
with Christian charity and to pray for the unity of the church. 


But one of the plaintiffs, David Robarts, a former Dean of Perth, attacked the 
verdict as ‘a victory for secessionist and isolationist thinking’ and 
described Archbishop Carnley as ‘an episcopal cowboy’ whose actions had cut 
him off from the rest of the church. As the cathedral bells pealed at the 
ordination service ‘they will be tolling the death of unity in the Anglican 
church: it’s that grim’, he said. [EPS] 
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EPS.92.03.53 
CHURCH POSITION ON SOCIAL ISSUES SOURCE OF DISUNITY, WCC OFFICIAL SAYS 


Although Centesimus annus, Pope John Paul II’s 1991 encyclical on the church’s 
social teaching, can inspire ecumenical witness and engagement in society, the 
positions Christians take on social questions are often contradictory, 


creating polarization between various Christian confessions and theological 
streams. 


Romanian Orthodox theologian Ion Bria, interim convenor of the WCC’s Programme 
Unit on Unity and Renewal, made that observation during a 9 March symposium 
at the Geneva headquarters of the International Labour Office (ILO). Bria 
was one of seven panellists invited by the International Institute for Labour 
Studies to react to Centesimus annus from their religious and confessional 
perspectives: Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Orthodox, Protestant and Roman 
Catholic. 


Symposium moderator Louis Christiaens, a Jesuit on the ILO staff, said the UN 
body has from its founding maintained contact with and been supported by the 
religions of the world, since many religious organizations share the ILO’s 
interest in work and workers and its concern for human values. 


Calling the pope’s account of changes in Central and Eastern Europe since 1989 
‘useful’, Bria nevertheless cautioned that it is premature to offer a final 
assessment of the new situation there. He said the Orthodox —- the majority 
of Christians in many of these countries - are presently ‘too centred on their 
internal ecclesial life’ to offer such an analysis. ‘They have to resolve 
serious problems which have built up during the past decades’. 


He also contrasted the Orthodox idea of the church’s place in society with 
that evident in the papal encyclical. Orthodox churches, according to Bria, 
prefer to ‘take some distance from social and political systems, for God’s 
intervention in history is free. It can be disconcerting in the way it 
destabilizes all human systems’. The church, on Bria’s view, should be in 
conversation with the reality of society, ‘modulating its responses in harmony 
with events and seeking discernment for a more effective Christian action, 
faithful to Christ and a witness to the world’. 


Bria warned against both thee ecclesiological illusion that the church in 
history can rise above all ideology’ and the contrary tendency to see the 
church as entirely determined by the forces of society and culture. He 
suggested that Orthodox readers would like to have seen a more explicit link 
in the encyclical between the social and the spiritual, "between the ecclesial 
community and the human community’. 


The four speakers from religious traditions other than Christian praised the 


encyclical warmly. Several drew parallels between themes in the papal 
document and teachings in their own religious community, even though none has 
a comparable central source for authoritative teaching. Muslim panellist 


Tarek Ramadan likened the encyclical’s appeal for faith-rooted actions of 
struggle against social evil to the original sense of the Islamic idea of 
jihad -- the effort to combat evil and transform what is unjust. 


Denis Muller, professor of Protestant theology at the University of Lausanne, 
said many who enthusiastically endorse the encyclical’s critique of socialism 
and Marxism miss its ‘courageous’ holding together of individual liberty and 
social responsibility. However, Muller said, Centesimus annus does pose some 
questions for Protestants. 


He questioned whether its emphasis on the historical rootage of socialism in 
atheism in fact does justice to humanist values and secular ethics. And he 
suggested that the text, progressive in its social teaching, is too 
conservative on personal ethics, particularly evident in what it says about 
abortion. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.54 
ISLAMIC LAW IS OBSTACLE TO PEACE IN SUDAN, SAYS ECUMENICAL LEADER 


The threat of Sharia (Islamic) law to Christianity in Sudan is real and is an 
obstacle to a negotiated settlement of the civil war there, according to an 
official of the New Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC). 


The NSCC was founded in November 1989 by Christian jurisdictions in parts of 
Sudan controlled by the Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (EPS 90.11.76). The 
southern part of Sudan is predominantly Christian. 


J. Roger Schrock, executive secretary for the NSCC, said (3 March) in an 
interview at the Ecumenical Centre - the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches - that the majority of southern Sudanese believe that 
there can be no negotiations to the country’s conflict ‘when Christians are 
considered as second class citizens in their own country’. 


The military government headed by Omar Hassan el-Bashir ordered the imposition 
of Islamic law in the Muslim-dominated northern Sudan in December 1990. The 
declaration stated that the south would be allowed to choose its own legal 
system, but recent reports suggest that Sharia is being enforced in Christian 
areas still under government control. The reports also said Muslim zealots 
are on a warpath against the spread of Christianity (EPS 92.02.50). 


Schrock said the creation of the NSCC was not an expression of opposition to 
the Sudan Council of Churches (SCC) which operates in the government- 
controlled northern part of the country. He said the NSCC was created with 
the ‘full blessing’ of the SCC to meet the spiritual needs of the southerners. 


‘We are part of the same body which has been divided by the war, but once 
there is peace, we will be one Council’, he emphasized. 


Describing the accusations that the NSCC is a ‘religious arm’ of the SPLA as 
‘untrue’, Schrock noted that as a grassroots body, the NSCC is bound to suffer 
the indignities of such labels. He said the NSCC as a neutral body is 
engaged in reconciling the warring parties in the Sudanese conflict. 


He said the ecumenical body chose as its priority the training of pastors to 
meet the needs of a fast-growing church, adding that ‘in a state of 


persecution, the movement of the Spirit’ reinforces the rapid growth of the 
Church. 


Schrock confirmed press reports that the Sudanese government is forcibly 
removing ‘hundreds of thousands’ of southerners who sought refuge around the 
city of Khartoum into the desert. He said the government’s explanation that 
the people were being removed because they are violating town planning 
regulations by setting up ‘shanty towns’ around the city is untrue. 


‘The truth is there is a certain amount of fear in having two million 
southerners in the backyard of the capital city’, he said adding, ‘when there 
is an uprising, they can create problems for the authorities’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.55 
JAPAN: CATHOLIC BODY PLEADS FOR ABOLITION OF DEATH PENALTY 
Members of the Japanese Roman Catholic Peace Commission and the National 
Christian Council asked Japanese minister of justice Tahara Ryu to abolish, 
or at least not carry out, death sentences in Japan. According to the UK- 
based human rights organization, Amnesty International, 86 countries have 
adopted such policies. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.56 
DALIT LIBERATION LEADER VISITS WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


A visit in March to the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) by Tamilnadu Theological Seminary professor Daniel Gnanasekaran helped 
deepen the ecumenical body’s understanding of the situation of India’s Dalit 
community. 


Dalits are ‘scheduled caste’ people, sometimes referred to as the 
‘untouchables’. It is estimated that Dalits constitute at least 15 percent 
of India’s total population of 800 million people and constitute about 80 
percent of the Christian community. ) 


The WCC’s Programme Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation (formerly Programme 
to Combat Racism) began consulting informally with Dalit organizations and 
individuals in 1983. A 1989 PCR Commission meeting identified their situation 
as a priority. A specific reference to Dalits in the 1991 WCC Assembly 
Statement on Indigenous Peoples and Land Rights (7-20 February in Canberra, 
Australia) highlighted it as an emphasis for the Council as a whole. 


Efforts to create a Dalit Solidarity Programme (DSP) within Unit III respond 
to that mandate. A national consultation in India later this year is expected 
to give clearer shape to the DSP by revealing how Dalits see the solidarity 
role of the WCC and its member churches. Sharing with WCC staff on 6 March, 
Gnanasekaran described the Dalit community’s current struggle against 
oppression to which they have been subjected since c.1500 BC. India’s 
constitution expressly outlaws such discrimination but ‘the law of the land 
stops at the panchayat tree in every village’. 


He expressed concern over divisions within the numerous Dalit movements, 
between Christian and Hindu Dalits, and between ’sub-castes’ within the Dalit 
community itself. Christian Dalits are discriminated against in society and, 
in many cases, within the church as well. On the other hand, as Christians, 
they do not qualify for the special anti-discriminatory benefits extended to 
Hindu Dalits. Seeing themselves as doubly discriminated against, they tend 
to carry on a separate struggle. 


Such divisions, echoing those inherent in the Hindu caste system, harm the 
Dalit cause. In an effort to counter them the Dalit Liberation Movement, 
although based in Tamilnadu Theological Seminary, considers itself a secular 
movement. It has invited Tamil Nadu’s approximately 50 Dalit movements to 
join a state-wide ‘Scheduled Castes Federation’. About 30 of them have done 
so already. 


Gnanasekaran cited recent incidents of violence against Dalit rural 
communities. Such cases are legion. The DLM responds to them at the 
request of community members, notably by supporting their demand that guilty 
parties be suitably punished. This is particularly difficult where local 
authorities and police, if not in league with the offenders simply refuse to 
handle such cases. The DLM has two main stated objectives. The first is 
land. Dependence resulting from landlessness makes Dalits especially 
vulnerable to oppression. Their situation is particularly tragic because, as 
a WCC staff paper puts it, "They lost their memory that once the land and its 
natural resources belonged to them." 


The second objective is a separate electorate. Although a certain number of 
parliamentary seats are presently reserved for Dalits, ‘those elected must 
obey the party line. And the parties are controlled by the upper castes’. 
Gnanasekaran sees hope in his people’s growing resistance to oppression. He 
recalls being himself thrown into prison for defending a particular 
community’s rights. ‘Within two hours, thousands of Dalits were demonstrating 
outside, demanding my release’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.57 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: AFRICAN CHRISTIAN STUDENT CONFERENCE COMING 
A conference of African Christian students studying in institutions in 
Czechoslovakia and Germany will be held in Prague (17-20 April) under the 
theme ‘Christ is the Hope for All’. The meeting, which is being supported 
by the National Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia, the Evangelical Church 
of Czech Brethren, and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches will be 
attended by 200 participants. Among the topics to be discussed are church 
and society, Christianity and the occult movement and witnessing. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.58 
NAMIBIA: LUTHERAN WOMEN MEET, IDENTIFY URGENT NEEDS 
‘Justice, Reconciliation and Unity’ was the title of a meeting of 45 Lutheran 
women participants from Angola, Botswana, Namibia and South Africa held at the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia Training Centre in the town of 
Ongwediva (12-16 February). Sponsored by the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation, the meeting urged Lutheran churches in southern Africa to educate 
women on of child abuse, domestic violence, and the scourge of AIDS. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.59 
HUNGARY: RELIGION TO BE TAUGHT IN MILITARY ACADEMIES? 
The Hungarian ministry of defence is considering introducing the teaching of 
church and religious history in its military academies, according to a report 
of the British Broadcasting Corporation’s ‘Summary of World Broadcasts’. The 
report said the ministry had already affirmed the plan is ready and that if 
it is approved by the authorities, religious teaching will commence from 
September this year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.60 
ITALY: WOMEN THEOLOGIANS FORM RESEARCH BODY 
An association of Protestant women theological researchers has been formed in 


Italy. Known as Sophia, the association was formed following a meeting of 
women ministers and deacons of the Italian Protestant Federation (IPF), 31 
January. The body aims at furthering research among women theologians, 


reflecting on the role of women in the church, and on maintaining contacts 
with associations of women with similar goals. There are currently 26 women 
ministers in the IPF member churches out of a total of 161. Twenty of them 
belong to the Waldensian church, five are Baptist and one Lutheran. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.61 
APPEAL FOR RETURN OF CHURCH PROPERTY IN ROMANIA LAUNCHED 
About 1000 members of congregations of the Reformed Church in Romania (RCR) 
in the district of Oradea have signed petitions supporting the request of 
Bishop Laszlo T6kés to the Romanian Attorney General for the return of the 
bishop’s office in the district. The district has been battling for the 
return of the property for the last two years. In 1990, the Town Court in 
Oradea ruled for the return of the property, but the decision was overturned 
in 1991 following an appeal by the town council. The RCR has now appealed 
to the Attorney General for a review of the decision. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.62 
USA: COMMISSION SET TO PROBE RC SEX ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago has set up a special commission to 
probe sexual abuse of minors by priests. The three-person commission will 
also look at complaints dating back to 1957. The commission follows a series 
of disclosures late last year that a number of priests in Chicago were accused 
of sexual misconduct with minors in their parishes. At least six priests 
have since been removed from their parishes. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.63 
NEW MODERATOR FOR FREE CHURCH COUNCIL ELECTED 
John Biggs, a Baptist and university lecturer in chemistry, has been elected 
moderator of the British Free Church Federal Council which embraces most 
British denominations other than Anglican and Roman Catholics. He becomes 
the first lay person to hold the position. [EPS] 
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EP92.03.64 
ECUVIEW: Serbian Orthodox Assembly of Bishops on Yugoslav Conflict 


[Deeply rooted memories of the past, ethnic, religious and confessional 
diversity and bewildering political complexity make the ongoing conflict in 
Yugoslavia difficult to understand for those from outside the Balkan region. 
Several times since fighting broke out, the 8-million-member Serbian Orthodox 
Church (since 1965 a member of the WCC) has lamented that its own position on 
the situation has not been given a fair hearing. The following excerpts from 
an urgent January session of the assembly of bishops of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church provide some insights into how the church views the sources of the 
conflict and what will be needed if a just peace is to be achieved. The 
unofficial English translation is from the Belgrade-based The International 


Weekly. ] 


During the two world wars, the Christian Serbian people was on the side of 
Christian Europe and the ally of democratic states, with which it gained 
victory over Europe’s conquerors with heavy losses ... The Serbian people 
brought into the newly founded common state of south Slavs two of its until 
then independent states, Serbia and Montenegro. 


However, for half a century now, it has been politically disintegrated, 
divided by enemy borders bisecting its live organism. The borders were 
planned by the Communist International, carried out by Nazi-Fascist and 
Ustasha occupation and reinforced and extended by fTito’s Communist 
dictatorship through his extremely anti-Serbian Anti-Fascist Council of New 
Yugoslavia (AVNOJ), contrary to the will of the Serbian people. These 
borders divided the Serbian people worse than the Turkish slavery ... Neither 
the Serbian Orthodox Church nor the Serbian people have ever acknowledged the 
artificial and illegal ‘AVNOJ’ internal borders, which have no historical or 
ethnic foundations and were imposed by the despotism of the Communist 
guerrilla during the occupation and civil war. 


The vast majority of the Serbian people have never been advocates of godless 
Communism of any form ... On the contrary, the Serbs were the first and 
greatest victims of their tyranny, and they have particularly been the victims 
of the Communist model of resolving the national question and the false 
picture of the Serbian people created in the international public by the very 


implementation of that model. The people which, together with its crucified 
Church, suffered over a million victims in the struggle against Fascist, 
Ustasha and Balist terror ... was never in the service of any totalitarian 


ideology, neither left- nor right-wing, for it has lived and died in the 
service of justice and freedom, peace and humanity and for its biological and 
spiritual survival. 


Today, this people, for which there is no understanding, and which has been 
identified in Europe with its recent oppressors and their villainy, feels let 
down by even some of its traditional allies in the European Community and 
Christian Europe as a whole, and its confidence in the leadership of Serbia 
and the Yugoslav Presidency -- and even more in the leadership of the Yugoslav 
Army -- is seriously undermined. 


The Assembly of the Serbian Orthodox Bishops rises in protection of the 
existence and fundamental national and civil rights of the Serbian people in 
all lands where it has lived for centuries and, with Christian honour, 
testifies in behalf of its spiritual identity and commitment to freedom, 
without posing a threat to the neighbouring peoples nor nurturing hostility 
towards them. 


With all its heart and conscience, the Synod pledges itself for freedom and 
the right of the Serbian people in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Serbian Krajinas 
and calls on all factors in Europe and throughout the world to respect, 
internationally recognize and guarantee these rights. [over] 
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Treaties with the power-wielders in Serbia, which do not have the authority 
to represent all Serbs, or with the bodies of the Yugoslav Federation or the 
command structure of the Yugoslav Army do not oblige the Serbian people as a 
whole, without its consent and without the blessing of its spiritual Mother, 
the Serbian Orthodox Church. 


Together with its faithful people, the Serbian Orthodox Church honestly and 
firmly urges the peaceful and just resolution of the Yugoslav crisis. This 
is why it fully supports the efforts of the United Nations to end the war and 
bloodshed and establish a lasting peace in the Serbian Krajinas and Croatia. 

In that sense, the deployment of international peace-keeping forces cannot 
be contestable. But they must not be used by anyone so as to prejudice 
political and state and legal solutions; they must be in the function of 
dividing the warring sides along the front lines. 


The Serbian Orthodox Church expects and demands of the Serbian people in its 
Krajinas, where it constitutes the majority of the population, to respect the 
rights of the Croatian people and to feel pity for its victims in this tragic 
war, but it simultaneously expects of the Croatian people and the 
international community to respect the rights of the Serbian people and its 
victims in the struggle for freedom and for life worthy of man .... . 


We also support the demand of the Serbian people in Bosnia-Herzegovina that 
it be secured free life and independent political organizing in Serbian 
Krajinas. For, this people, which did not forget the genocide it suffered 
half a century ago, lives under the sword of Damocles today as well; it lives 
threatened that the very same genocide will be carried out against it again. 


The Yugoslav Communist regime prevented the denazification of Croatia after 
the war .and even banned the public mentioning of war crimes and genocide 
committed against the Serbs in Croatia and in western Serbian regions ... . 
The Serbian Orthodox Church does not seek revenge, although Cain still does 
not hear the cry of his brother Abel nor the reprimanding voice of God. 


We Serbian bishops, headed by the Serbian patriarch, simultaneously urge our 
people ... not to be discouraged, not to lose hope in God, who is alive, and 
in his truth and justice, nor trust in its own spiritual strength. For God 
is the God of justice and he is always with the sufferers in the name of 
justice. His word is the final word, not only in heaven but in history as 
well. 


With fatherly and brotherly love, we call on all our people in Serbia and all 
Serbian lands and Krajinas ... to maintain mutual peace and brotherly harmony, 
the free spirit and national unity, humanness and tolerance, human purity and 
peace regarding its neighbours and all peoples without exception. We ask for 
truth and justice, peace and freedom, as well as genuine godly welfare and 
human well-being for all peoples alike, and, for our Serbian people. We ask 
for nothing more nor less than for our neighbours and all others. 


God has entrusted us, clergymen, with the duty of reconciliation... . Let 
us all be ‘one in Jesus Christ’, as the Apostle says, let us be united in our 
struggle for God’s justice and truth, let us be united against all kinds of 
evil and violence .... . Now we, although unworthy, continue in your souls the 
work of the greatest Serbian peacemaker St Sava. 


That is why our duty to reconciliate should extend to the surrounding nations, 
first the Croats, then the Hungarians and Bulgarians .... Finally, we offer 
the pearl of peace to the sons of our common father -- God -- to Muslims of 
the Serbian language and our centuries-old neighbours, Albanians. We all have 
a strong link in common -- faith and one God. Faith obliges us to mutual 
respect and all-round humanity... [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 49.50 
US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss Francs, 
79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 295 
French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears about 
three times a month. 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


Appeal from WCC Programme Unit IV, Sharing ana Corvice, Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2 


El Salvador: - US$ 500 000 


The following situation report is available from the WCC Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2 


situation report ( number 5, 27 March) on Liberia relief 


Corrigendum: Please note that in EPS 59/08 (6-10 March), the first article 
should be numbered EPS 92.03.22. 


The Commission on Mass Media of the National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines invites all interested church/religion journalists who would like 
to cover the national elections in the Philippines scheduled for 11 May 1992, 
to submit their applications as soon as possible. Please direct your 
inquiries to Rev. Al C. Abainza, Executive Director, Commission on Mass Media, 
National Council of Churches, Box 1767, Manila, The Philippines. Fax: (63- 
2) 96 7076. 


A list, with prices, of new books, is available from WCC/Publications, Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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EPS 92.03.65 
WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ON ‘500 YEARS’ 


At its regular semi-annual meeting, held in Santiago, Chile (19-24 March), the 
World Council of Churches’ Executive Committee heard reports on WCC 
programmes, finances and staffing and sent a letter to the churches on the 
500th anniversary of the coming of Europeans to the Americas (see complete 
text in this issue EPS 92.03.79). Between sessions, Executive Committee 
members and WCC staff met with Chilean church representatives, human rights 
groups and government officials, including President Patricio Aylwin. 


Several ongoing items were highlighted in the discussion of WCC programmes 
during the current period of transition to the Council’s new structure of four 
programme units - among them the mandate of the Joint Working Group (JWG) 
between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church, WCC initiatives on the tense 
relationships between Orthodox and uniate (Eastern Catholic) churches and 
initial planning for the WCC’s Eighth Assembly (it was decided to recommend 
to the Central Committee in August that it be held in 1998). 


Also discussed were two 1993 international ecumenical meetings - the World 
Conference on Faith and Order and the Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and 
Students. The Committee called on WCC member churches to join in a process of 
reflection marking the midpoint of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women (1988-1998) and raised the level of special funding for 
mid-Decade events from SFr 150 000 to SFr 490 000. 


Major attention was given to a review of WCC policy on South Africa. Calling 
the overwhelming support in the 17 March white referendum to the process of 
constitutional negotiations initiated by President F. W. de Klerk ‘a sign of 
hope’, the document nevertheless says ‘our policy objectives and those of the 
international community have not been achieved. We believe that there is still 
need to maintain pressure and other international measures in order to ensure 
lasting peace and justice for all’. The ‘Committee encouraged the General 
Secretary ‘to continue consultations and soundings with the churches in South 
Africa on appropriate ways in which the WCC might continue to maintain 
international pressure so as to remove all the vestiges of apartheid’. 


It went on to recommend ‘that all sanctions and isolation measures in the 
fields of sport, culture, travel and tourism and academic links be lifted’ and 
to withdraw ‘all existing travel restrictions to and from South Africa’. Such 
a measure, it said, should be used ‘to give support and encouragement to all 
democratic forces to promote the sharing of skills and knowledge’. At the 
same time, the Committee resolved ‘to maintain the economic, trade, financial 
and investment sanctions’, saying ‘it would be unwise to remove those measures 
which have been most effective in forcing change or may be necessary to 
protect the democratic majority’. Specifically, it referred to the need to 
maintain the arms embargo and oil sanctions. 


The Committee decided to defer many staffing decisions in view of the fact 
that the ‘programmatic profile’ of the four new programme units needs further 
definition. ‘More discussion is needed across the units’, the Committee said, 
‘to allow careful consideration of staffing needs’ and the possibilities for 
staff transfers. 


Five internal appointments were made: John McVie (Church of Scotland, on the 
staff of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey) and Margaret Reid (Church of 
England, an administrative assistant in the finance department) as finance 
officers; Jean Stromberg (Baptist, US, assistant to the general secretary) as 
director of the US Office; Malle Niilus (Lutheran, Argentina, an 
administrative assistant in Programme Unit IV) as Business Director, and 
Huibert van Beek (Reformed, Netherlands, secretary for ecumenical sharing of 
resources) as staff in the Office of Church and Ecumenicai Relations. [over] 
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Finance reports presented to the Committee showed the WCC had a surplus of 
nearly SFr. 1.2 million on its 1991 budget, due to better-than-anticipated 
income and reduced programme activity. A revised 1992 budget was approved; the 
expected deficit has been reduced from about SFr. 2.8 million (approved by the 
Central Committee in September) to about SFr. 1.2 million. The Committee 
mandated further staff work before August to balance the 1993 budget, of which 
the preliminary version showed a shortfall of about SFr. 1.3 million (see 
related item in this issue EPS 92.03.75). 


Both local and Latin American church and social realities were highlighted 
during the meeting and in several team visits to Chile and Brazil before and 
after. The Committee, which normally meets twice a year, consists of the WCC 
officers and presidents and 15 persons chosen by the 150-member Central 
Committee from among its members. 


Chilean President Patricio Aylwin greeted the Executive Committee at a 
reception in the room where former President Allende was assassinated in 1973. 
After Allende’s assassination, Chile was under military rule until Aylwin’s 
election in November 1990. Cabinet Secretary Enrique Correa then explained the 
government’s stance on human rights issues and talked about its historical 
obligation to repair relations with the country’s indigenous people. 
Challenged by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro on Chile’s votes in the 
recent UN Human Rights Commission sessions to condemn violations in Cuba but 
not Guatemala, Correa described the ecumenical body as ‘our conscience’. 


Also on the programme for the Executive Committee members were meetings with 
church leaders from the country and with Felipe Adolf, general secretary of 
the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI). WCC general secretary Castro 
preached at an ecumenical service in the largest Methodist church in Santiago. 
Committee members attended Sunday services in many local parishes. Five WCC 
member churches - Lutheran, Methodist and three Pentecostal - are 
headquartered in Chile. In addition, Committee members visited social 
projects, women’s groups and human rights organizations. 


Marking the 500th anniversary of the arrival of Europeans in the Americas - 
‘an eminently ecumenical date’ - a letter from the Executive Committee to the 
churches refers to the context of their gathering in Latin America, ‘with its 
people, its history, its culture and its traditions ... We have felt the 
suffering, the hopes and the challenges facing all of us at this time’ (see 
related item in this issue EPS 92.03.79). 


The letter affirms the right of the native peoples of the Americas ‘to their 
land, their language, their history, their culture, their religion and their 
own organizations’. Moreover, recognizing the ‘wealth of human resources’ 
which Africa lost in the forced movement of men and women to the Americas as 
slaves, it insists that, ‘as racism makes its reappearance with renewed 
violence, the black peoples ... have to be recognized as being an integral 
part of the marvellous mosaic of these regions’. 


The 500th anniversary is also a reminder ‘of the coming of the gospel to this 
continent’, the letter says, thanking God ‘for the testimony of so many men 
and women of faith who during these 500 years devoted their lives to the cause 
of Jesus Christ by preaching the gospel and serving the poor, the needy and 
the suffering ... At the same time, the hopes raised by the preaching of the 
gospel were not matched by corresponding actions on the part of the conquerors 
and the colonizers ..., so there can be no room for triumphalism’. 


Noting the ‘poverty, deep social and economic differences, high rates of 
unemployment and lack of educational and health services’ in much of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the letter says churches must not remain silent ‘in 
the face of all this death, violence and exploitation ... They must proclaim 
freedom as good news for the poor in regard to their dignity as human beings’. 
[over] 
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Moving to North America, the letter notes that there, too, ‘our sisters and 
brothers, North American native peoples, people of the land, and African 
Americans brought also on the slave ships, have suffered and continue to 
suffer the same indignities. Unfortunately, many people in Europe and North 
America are not aware of their historic responsibility for this situation’. 


The Committee calls on ‘the rich peoples in the North and the wealthy sectors 
in the South to recognize the historic sins that have been committed by 
depriving a large part of humanity of the right to realize its full potential 
as sons and daughters of God ... This date marks a time to make reparation. 
It is time to leave our offering on the altar and go towards the other, that 
we may be reconciled with one another. This reconciliation calls for concrete 
action’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.66 
SOUTH AFRICA: WHITES VOTE YES, CHURCH LEADERS SAY DEMOCRACY A LONG WAY OFF 


South African church leaders welcomed the result of the whites-only referendum 
held 17 March as 69 per cent voted ‘yes’ to President F. W. de Klerk’s 
continued negotiations with parties representing the black majority, reports 
the London-based South African Church News. 


But Christian leaders active in the ecumenical movement in South Africa 
cautioned that democracy was still a long way off. South African Council 
of Churches (SACC) general secretary Frank Chikane said that he was relieved 
with the ‘yes’ vote. However, he noted that the referendum was only an 
indication of what the white minority was thinking. Chikane hoped that the 
referendum would not be used by the ruling National Party against other 
parties in the negotiations but, instead, be used to move the process of 
negotiations ‘to get out of apartheid’. 


Chikane was also concerned about the ongoing problem of violence in the 
country. ‘Until we set up an interim government and have a joint command of 
the security forces, the violence is not going to stop’, said Chikane (see 
related item in this issue EPS 92.03.74). 


Bishop Wilfrid Napier, President of the Southern African Catholic Bishops 
Conference, said that he was encouraged by the high ‘yes’ vote in the 
whites-only referendum, but cautioned that de Klerk’s involvement in the 
negotiations must lead to a democracy for all the people of South Africa, not 
just the preservation of ‘sectarian or group interests’. Like Chikane, Napier 
was deeply concerned with the orchestrated violence that is ‘wrecking the 
black community’. 


He believes that President de Klerk has an obligation to rein in the ‘third 
force’ of violent agitators in the police and the army. 


Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu said his immediate reaction was ‘a sigh of 
relief’ since the possibility of a ‘no’ vote had placed South Africa at ‘the 
edge of a precipice’. Tutu challenged President de Klerk’s proud assertion 
that ‘the book on apartheid is closed’. 


He told worshippers at St George’s Cathedral that on ‘the very same day the 
arithmetic of apartheid’ had been applied the white Parliament had again 
graded old-age pensions according to colour, with blacks getting far lower 
than whites. 


Archbishop Tutu said that the immediate priority in the country was to end the 
‘scandalous incidence of violence. Even the most rabid skeptic must now admit 
that there is a rogue element in the security forces’ intent on subverting the 
negotiation process’, said Tutu. [over] 
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‘De Klerk must purge his security forces of those who are yesterday’s men with 
yesterday’s morals and attitudes, who are a grave threat to peace and 
freedom.‘ 


Bishop Stanley Mogoba of the Methodist Church in Southern Africa said the 
present priorities for the white minority government must be to ‘accelerate 
the pace of negotiations and completely get rid of violence in the country’. 
Presiding Bishop Solomon Serote of the Evangelical Lutheran Church said the 
referendum result was ‘encouraging’ and ‘one of the few pieces of good news 
that we have had’. 


But Serote, living in Pietersburg where the ‘no’ votes were in the majority, 
said he ‘feared for the future’ and the reaction from right-wing groups. ‘Will 
de Klerk be able to restrain these elements?’, he asked. Several of the 
leaders said the campaign leading up to the whites-only referendum had opened 
‘old wounds’ within the black community. 


Bongani Finca of the Reformed Presbyterian Church called the referendum 
‘pointless’ and said it had been an ‘insult’ to the black majority in South 
Africa. ‘A consultation of white opinion on whether to continue negotiation 
says that "it is for the whites to say if this should be granted or denied"’, 
Finca said. 


The dismantling of apartheid should not be seen as ‘a gesture out of kindness 
of a white compatriot’ but as a result of the long liberation struggle. But 
Finca welcomed the result as a proof that ‘the majority of the white people 
have opted to see a non-violent resolution of the situation in this country’. 


Frank Chikane also expressed disappointment with the world’s reaction to the 
referendum. He criticised a tendency to see the State President F. W. de 
Klerk *’as a saviour of this country’ and said the international community was 
‘taking advantage of anything that could justify support for de Klerk’. 


Napier said ‘We need continued prayers, along with prayers for all the trouble 
spots in the world. I think the time to celebrate is still to come in the 
future’, said the Catholic leader. 


The World Council of Churches wrote to President F. W. de Klerk of South 
Africa (26 March), expressing ‘considerable distress’ at the news that the 
ministry of justice was to resume the implementation of the death penalty. The 
South African government announced (27 March) that it was suspending all 
executions indefinitely. 


In 1990 the government there imposed a moratorium on executions. The WCC said 
the results of the recent referendum ‘have hastened the day when South Africa 
can boast a fully-representative and democratically-elected government’. The 
letter urged the government to ‘give this matter your considered attention’ 
and to ‘suspend the decision’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.67 
WCC-CATHOLIC JOINT WORKING GROUP MEETS, DISCUSSES COMMON ISSUES 


A meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) of the World Council of Churches 
and the Roman Catholic Church was held in Kloster Wenningsen, Germany (8-14 
March). The 19-member group, meeting for the first time, was constituted last 
year at the WCC seventh assembly in Canberra, Australia. Invited by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany, the meeting was co-moderated by Metropolitan 
Elias Audi (Orthodox, Lebanon) and Bishop Alan C. Clark (Roman Catholic, 
England). The participants shared information on ecumenical developments in 
different parts of the world, discussed the outline of a proposed brochure on 
ecumenical formation and considered the WCC assembly statement on ‘The Unity 
of the Church as Koinonia: Gifts and Calling’. The Group also reflected on 
the potential divisiveness of differences on ethical issues. A small group 


was asked to prepare a report or statement as a prelude for further discussion 
of the subject. [EPS] 
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USA: ORTHODOX TO RESUME MEMBERSHIP IN NCC (Tracy Early) 


The Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) 
has recommended ‘provisional resumption’ of membership in the (US) National 
Council of Churches (NCC) by the five Orthodox bodies that suspended their 
participation last year. 


The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America announced in June 
last year that it was suspending its participation in the NCC. The decision 
was followed later by the Orthodox Church in America, Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North America, the Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA 
and Canada, and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America (EPS 91.07.03, 
11.45). 


Approving a report of a Special SCOBA Commission on Ecumenical Relations, 
appointed after a vote to suspend membership last October, the Orthodox 
bishops took action at a meeting (19 March) at the New York headquarters of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. 


Greek Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos who chairs the SCOBA said in an interview 
following the meeting that the resumption would be provisional until 1994 when 
a final decision would be made. Meanwhile, SCOBA plans not merely to resume 
activity at the former level, but in a manner ‘upgraded and more substantial’. 


The day after the SCOBA decision, NCC general secretary Joan Brown Campbell 
led a service of thanksgiving at the New York headquarters of the ecumenical 
body. She said the Orthodox suspension had led her to believe more deeply 
that the NCC needed a ‘transformation’ to make it more consciously a council 
of churches, with less of an ‘agency’ mentality. 


In its decision to resume participation, SCOBA said ‘We recommend a 
provisional resumption of our membership ‘in the NCC on certain conditions, 
with a clear understanding of our past difficulties and with hope for the 
future possibility of the reunion of all Christians, ever vigilant and unified 
in our fidelity to the one true church’. 


It listed the conditions: that the NCC publicly note instances when the 
Orthodox do not support a particular action, that Orthodox participation in 
the NCC be understood in light of the 1950 ‘Toronto Statement’ of the World 
Council of Churches, and that ‘our membership be always defined as a witness 
to our Orthodox faith, which we confess as the basis of Christian unity’. 


At its 1950 meeting in Toronto, the WCC Central Committee reviewed a document 
on ‘The Ecclesiological Significance of the WCC’ and adopted it under the 
title ‘The Church, the Churches and the WCC’. It helped overcome 
reservations by Orthodox and some others by explicitly renouncing any claim 
by the WCC to be itself a church or ‘the’ church, or to exercise church 
authority. To the Orthodox this means that a council should not be seen as 
a ‘super church’ taking stands as an entity separate from the churches that 
compose it, and that actions by a majority of the member churches cannot bind 
the dissenting minority. 


Paul Schneirla, an Antiochian priest who is SCOBA secretary and served on the 
Special Commission, said the Orthodox turned to the Toronto Statement at the 
suggestion of WCC general secretary Emilio Castro, who proposed it ina letter 
to heads of the churches that suspended relations. SCOBA named a committee 
of two Orthodox and two NCC representatives to update and adapt the statement 
for the current US situation. 


The Special Commission reported that many Orthodox were influenced by 
‘misinformation’ about the NCC stance on issues such as_ abortion, 
homosexuality and the Inclusive Language Lectionary, and noted that the NCC 
had adopted policy positions on none of these. [over] 
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In listing reasons for resumption of membership, the Orthodox Commission 
wrote: ‘It does appear that the highest authorities of world Orthodoxy are 
counting on the continuation of our ecumenical involvement, which they 
consider as valuable on the world scale’. The statement issued by the bishops 
said that ‘approval for the continued relations with the NCC according to the 
conditions contained in the report’ were received from Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomeos in Istanbul. 


In addition to correcting ‘misinformation’, the Special Commission admitted 
that Orthodox participation in the NCC had often been ‘unrecognized, 
unenthusiastic and unprofessional’, and consequently ineffectual. SCOBA 
accepted the Commission’s proposal to establish an ecumenical office with a 
full-time director to coordinate all Orthodox relations with the NCC. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.69 
. GERMANY: PROTESTANT CLERGY MEET, DISCUSS CHALLENGES 


Protestant theologians in Germany have taken steps to drive away the ‘spirit 
of doom’ from the churches and instil more encouragement into the clergy. 
This was the main objective of the Second Theologians’ Congress organized by 
the National Association of Missionary Ministries of Berlin (NAMM), reports 
Idea, the information service of the German Evangelical Alliance. 


The meeting, held 3 March in Hanover, was attended by 800 ministers, 150 of 
them from the former East Germany. 


According to Horst Hann, NAMM chairperson, the recession within the German 
churches causes depression among many ministers, adding that ‘it is hard to 
believe that the Gospel is the most important thing in the world when reality 
seems to point in the opposite direction’. 


According to the report, the Protestant churches in Germany have been losing 
members steadily for the last few decades. About five per cent of the 29 
million Protestants worship regularly. The meeting was organized, among 
other objectives, to help ministers to bring back more members into the 
church. 


Martin Kruse, bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg told the participants to persevere 
in their ministries despite the dwindling membership. He also urged the 
churches to maintain a ‘patient partnership’ between East and West. 


Participants from the former East Germany reported that the political changes 
have taken a serious toll on the churches’ position on political and social 
issues. They cited as an example the churches’ ‘strange silence’ on the 
economic hardships facing the former East Germany. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.70 
UGANDA: SENIOR STAFF ON CATHOLIC DAILY FIRED 


Four senior staff of Uganda’s oldest daily newspaper, the Roman Catholic-owned 
Munno, have been fired for allegedly embezzling company funds. Anthony 
Ssekweyama, Munno Publications general manager, said (14 March) the 
newspaper’s chief editor, the chief sub-editor, the sports editor and the news 
editor have been fired but that their departure will not ‘in any way’ threaten 
the publication with closure’. 


The Luganda-language newpspaper was established 80 years ago by Roman Catholic 
missionaries. 


During the past two decades of civil war and political turmoil in Uganda, 
Munno courageously wrote and published stories of gross human rights abuses 
and other violations. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.71 
ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH TO BOYCOTT AACC ASSEMBLY? 


Constant rifts between the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) and Egypt’s Coptic 
Orthodox Church (COC) have prompted the Ethiopian Orthodox Church to seriously 
consider withdrawing its participation in the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC) sixth assembly to be held in Cairo, Egypt later this year, 
reports the Kenya-based Africa Press Service. 


The two churches have had a series of differences over the official status of 
the Orthodox Church in Eritrea. 


According to AACC general secretary Jose Chipenda, the dispute worsened when 
Pope Shenouda of the COC ordained two monks, bishops Marcos and Makarios, into 
the Eritrean Orthodox Church without the knowledge and consent of the EOC. 


Prior to the revolution which established autonomy in the territory of 
Eritrea, the Eritrean Orthodox Church was under the jurisdiction of the EOC. 
But today, the Eritreans seem to have chosen alliance with the Coptic Orthodox 
Church in Egypt. 


‘The Ethiopian church is protesting this alliance between the Coptic Orthodox 
Church and the Eritreans’, commented Chipenda, adding ‘the Eritrean Orthodox 
Church led by an autonomous Eritrean leadership has not been officially 
negotiated with Ethiopia ...’. 


In a letter to the AACC, Teshoma Zerihun of the EOC said the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church is not going to participate in the sixth assembly of the AACC 
since the assembly is made to take place in Egypt at the disposal of the 
Coptic church authorities’. 


Historically, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church was part of the Coptic church 
until 1959 when it was granted autonomy. 


During his official visit to Ethiopia (EPS 92.01.46, 02.01), World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro held wide-ranging discussions with 
the Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. One of the issues raised 
by the EOC leadership was the deteriorating relations between the EOC and the 
Coptic Orthodox Church over the status of the Eritrean Orthodox Church. The 
EOC leadership urged Castro to help resolve the impasse. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.72 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: SECRET BISHOPS AND PRIESTS CALLED TO ORDER 


Bishops and priests clandestinely ordained in Czechoslovakia during Communist 
rule have been told to report to their diocesan bishops, reports the UK-based 
[Roman] Catholic weekly, The Tablet, dated 14 March. A letter from the 
bishops in Bohemia and Moravia addressed to them and read out in all churches 
in the Czech Lands (8 March) stated that with the end of the emergency their 
activities could now be co-ordinated as laid down by Vatican II and canon law. 
It stressed that there should be no ‘parallel priesthood’, no ‘parallel 
masses or sacraments’ and no ‘parallel interpretation of the gospels’. fTheir 
activities should now enter the structure of the church’s pastoral work; how 
and where they serve would depend on their qualifications and local demands. 


The letter commended the priests and bishops for having made great sacrifices, 
and went on to ask that they should ‘accept the church’s decision’. 


It spoke of the ‘chaotic’ situation under the Communists when certain priests 
collaborated with the regime and when the state was trying to prevent all 
communication between the local church and Rome, and thanked them for their 
sacrifices. [over] 
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As to the validity of their ordinations, bishops admitted that the question 
was ‘more complicated and delicate’. A number of the clandestine clergy are 
married. The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith had drafted 
guidelines for the Czech bishops and had tried to guarantee the validity of 
the sacraments and the unity of the church, the letter said. 


On his return from a visit to Rome at the end of March, Archbishop Miroslav 
Vlk of Prague told the Czech daily newspaper Lidova Democracie that he 
estimated there had been about 300 clandestinely-ordained clergy in 
Czechoslovakia rather than the 600 popularly rumoured. 


In the same vein, he said that underground priests and bishops had not been 
the only ones to carry on the church’s mission under the Communist regime: 
many lay people and religious had taken great risks to continue such 
activities as pastoral work with the young. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.73 
UK: FRESH ROW OVER HOMOSEXUALITY ERUPTS (Robert Nowell) 


A fresh row over homosexuality has erupted in the Church of England with the 
decision by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK) not to 
publish a book of prayers, blessings and liturgies for homosexuals. Titled 
Daring to Speak Love’s Name, the book was to be published by the body which 
describes itself as ‘the oldest mission agency of the Church of England’. 
It was established in 1698. 


A copy of the text was sent to Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey who is 
president of the SPCK. While he praised its ‘admirable clarity’, he 
regretted that valuable material such as the prayers and liturgies for those 
living with HIV and AIDS should appear alongside liturgies for people ‘coming 
out’ as homosexuals, and liturgies celebrating same-sex relationships. 


He found it ‘difficult’ to regard it as the contribution to the educational 
process which the Church of England’s house of bishops had called for in its 
report on homosexuality published last December (EPS 91.12.82). 


While he had ‘no intention’ of interfering with SPCK’s editorial freedom, he 
warned: ‘If divergence between me as president and SPCK’s editorial policy 


were frequently repeated, then I would have to reconsider whether to remain 
in this role’. 


At a meeting (10 March), SPCK’s publishing committee decided by five votes to 
two not to go ahead with publication. The SPCK commissioned the book last 
year from Elizabeth Stuart, a Roman Catholic who lectures in theology at the 
Church of England College of St Mark and St John, Plymouth, and under the 
contract it signed with her is committed to publish it. Stuart is seeking 
legal advice on her position. 


The SPCK’s decision not to publish the book has aroused fierce indignation 
from the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement whose general secretary, Richard 
Kirker (a deacon of the Church of England who was refused ordination to the 
priesthood on the grounds of his sexual orientation), described the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s involvement as ‘provocative, contentious, divisive’ and as 
demeaning his office. 


‘His actions are more reminiscent of an intolerant ayatollah, and invite 
unfavourable comparison with other attempts to suppress literature, than of 
an archbishop who in his enthronement sermon laid stress on the need for 
equality and freedom in society’, Kirker said. 


The Church of England’s attitude to homosexuality has long been a contentious 


issue, exacerbated by the presence among its clergy of a significant 
homosexual minority. [over] 
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In 1979 a controversial report refused to condemn homosexual relationships 
though it rejected the idea of regarding such relationships as the moral or 
social equivalent of marriage. The report, when eventually published, was 
accompanied by observations from the church’s Board for Social Responsibility 
which emphasized that the report did not commit the Church of England in any 
way and which noted that many of the Board’s members regarded the attempt to 
justify homosexual activity as ‘a denial of the teaching of both scripture and 
tradition’. 


In November 1987, heated debate in the church’s general synod led to the 
affirmation by 403 votes to eight of the view that sexual intercourse was an 
act of total commitment which belonged properly within a permanent married 
relationship, that fornication and adultery were sins against this ideal, and 
that homosexual genital acts also fell short of this ideal - which would seem 
to rule out any general tolerance of active homosexual relationships. 
However, in the last report on the issue, published by the synod’s house of 
bishops last December, the bishops indicated that they were prepared to 
tolerate active homosexual relationships among lay Anglicans while condemning 
them among the clergy. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.74 
SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH WORKER KILLED AS VIOLENCE INTENSIFIES 


A report from the UK-based Southern African Church News (SACN) says a South 
African justice and reconciliation worker with the Vaal Council of Churches - 
Saul Tsotetsi - was killed 22 March, one day before he was to sign an 
affidavit about violence in the Vaal region which lies south of the city of 
Johannesburg. His testimony was to have been presented end of March to an 
official inquiry headed by a government appointed judge. 


The deceased was a member of the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa and active 
in a peace programme sponsored by the Swedish Ecumenical Council. 


According to the SACN report, when the South African Press Association 
reported Tsotetsi’s death, they quoted the police saying that he was a senior 
official in the African National Congress and in the South African Communist 
Party who had died ‘accidentally’ when a grenade went off in his hands. The 
impression given was that Saul Tsotetsi was an instigator of township 
violence. But Peter Moerane, a church leader and co-worker at the Council of 
Churches, said Tsotetsi was a ‘peaceful man’, always bringing together groups 
to talk out their anger, rather than fight’. 


Attorney Caroline Nicholls, who was preparing the victim’s affidavit for the 
government-appointed commission into the violence, noted that Tsotetsi had 
obtained new evidence last week on the source of much of the violence in the 
region. ‘It is a strange coincidence’, said Nicholls. ‘There is no question 
in my mind that Saul Tsotetsi was murdered’. 


Moerane said that Tsotetsi was stopping off at his house before moving on to 
a safe place to sleep. He had been followed by an unknown car earlier in the 
week, and had been fearful for his life the past month. Outside his house he 
was approached by five men. A struggle ensued, a grenade exploded and 
Tsotetsi was killed. Two of the assailants also died and at least one was 
injured and taken to hospital. 


In another development, clergy in Alexandra township tried in vain to avert 
violence during the second week of March by negotiating a truce between rival 
Inkatha militants housed in the hostels and the primarily ANC residents in the 
area. Earlier, political violence had been so intense that the casualty room 
in the township’s health clinic was almost awash with blood. While the local 
Inkatha leader agreed to a clergy-brokered peace accord with the ANC, hostel 
dwellers and bussed-in Inkatha warriors refused, threatening the ministers 
with violence. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.75 
WCC FINANCIAL SITUATION: SIGNS OF IMPROVEMENT 


The financial situation of the World Council of Churches is showing signs of 
improvement, according to a memorandum circulated to the ecumenical body’s 
Geneva staff, 2 March (see related item EPS 92.03.65 in this issue). 


Signed by Michael Davies, assistant general secretary for finance and 
administration, the circular said the last eighteen months ‘have been an 
anxious period’ for those dealing with the financial affairs of the council. 


He noted that at the meeting of the executive committee in Norway in September 
1990, first estimates for the budget put the deficit for 1991 and 1992 at over 
Sfr 6 million and Sfr 9 million respectively. Even a year ago, he said, when 
the executive committee met in Canberra just before the seventh assembly, last 
year’s deficit was put around Sfr 3 million as a result of the low exchange 
rates caused by the recession and the (Persian) Gulf war. 


‘It is encouraging to report some slightly more cheerful news’, Davies stated, 
adding that the draft accounts for 1991 ‘show a surplus of just over 

Sfr 1 million. Being an assembly year, the expenditure on normal programme 
activity was lower than usual and the staff reductions progressed perhaps more 
swiftly than anticipated. Exchange rates improved and income came in at a 
higher level than forecast’. 


He added that the revised budget for 1992 indicates that the deficit for this 
current year is likely to be reduced from the Sfr 2.8 million in the 
preliminary budget approved by the Central Committee last September to under 
Sfr 1.2 million on today’s figures. 


Davies cautioned that the preliminary budget for 1993 ‘is not so encouraging’ 
as ‘it shows a deficit of Sfr 1.35 million ...’. He added: ‘This is the more 
disappointing because we are likely to have achieved the 270 staff level 
everyone believed would be viable by the end of this year and the budget takes 
this into account’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.76 
RELIEF AID TO LEBANON DECLINES, SAYS WCC STAFF 


Relief aid to Lebanon from the international ecumenical community is 
declining. Most affected is the supply of medicines and other related 
supplies, according to a World Council of Churches’ staff person who paid a 
visit to Lebanon early March. 


Brenda Fitzpatrick, a communications coordinator for the WCC’s Programme Unit 
on Sharing and Service, said the shortage of medication resulted in the death 
of 12 people in February alone in one area of the city of Beirut. Most of 
those who died were cancer patients. 


She said international aid to the Emergency, Relief, Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction (ERRR) programme of the Middle East Council of Churches, has 
dropped dramatically as the country struggles to deal with the post-war 
rehabilitation and reconstruction. 


Fitzpatrick reported that the number of women unable to feed their babies has 
also risen considerably. She added that there is an urgent need for powdered 
milk and medication to meet the needs of the people there. 


Head of the ERRR programme, Suad Hajj, said although ‘bullets and shells no 
longer blast buildings or cause children to spend nights of fear in bomb 
shelters’ in Beirut, the battle for reconstructing people’s lives has just 
begun. [over] 
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She said during the war as many as 15 agencies channelled their aid to the 
ERRR programme through the WCC’s Sharing and Service programme. But now that 
the ‘bullets have stopped ... everyone has walked away from us’, she 
lamented, adding ‘if the churches don’t help us, how can we tell the people 
that we cannot help them’? 


She added that the needs of the people ‘seem to increase’ and are now more 
obvious than during the war. ‘People can come out of shelters, can use 
roads. They can speak and be heard about their needs and ask for support as 
they work to rebuild their houses’. 


During a visit to the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches in 
February (EPS 92.02.58), Hajj and another official of the ERRR programme said 
in an interview that the process of post-war reconstruction in Lebanon after 
15 years of civil war is a major priority of the Middle East Council of 
Churches. — 


Suad Hajj who heads the ERRR programme, and Sami Markus who is in charge of 
housing for the ERRR, said the Lebanese people have grown tired of civil war 
and want to get on with their lives. They appealed for more international 
aid to meet the growing needs of the population. [EPS] 


EPS 92.03.77 
CHINESE DELEGATION VISITS WCC 


A delegation of eight Chinese government leaders headed by Ren Wu-zhi, 
director of the Bureau of Religious Affairs under the State Council, met with 
several staff members of the World Council of Churches in Geneva on 26 March. 


It was the second visit of a Chinese government delegation to WCC 
headquarters; the first was in May 1989. 


The Geneva visit was part of a tour of three European countries - Germany, 
Finland and Switzerland - where the Chinese met with church and government 
representatives. The purpose of the visit, Ren explained, was ‘to deepen 
mutual understanding’, especially on issues of church-state relationships. 


During the discussions, Ren reaffirmed that Christians and non-Christians in 
China ‘all enjoy the right to express themselves and to complain about what 
they are not satisfied with’. 


He said his own office receives letters from members of religious groups 
complaining of violations of the Chinese constitutional provisions for 
religious freedom. 


The problem, he suggested, comes from the unawareness of some local government 
officials of China’s policies on religious freedom. Ren said informing local 
leaders about these policies is a major part of the work of his office. 


‘In such a big country’, Ren said, ‘we cannot avoid mistakes in carrying out 
policies, but we investigate complaints and deal with the mistakes as soon as 
we discover them’. 


He described ‘the political atmosphere in China’ as ‘quite good. The 
situation is stable and the economy is developing fast’. 


The church representatives on the delegation were Rev. Bao Jia-yuan, executive 
secretary of the Nanjing office of the China Christian Council, and Cao Jing- 
xin, who is on the staff of the Amity Foundation in Nanjing. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.78 
AUSTRALIA: TV CAMPAIGN REJECTED AS OFFENSIVE 


The Australian Churches Media Association (ACMA), a group representing 18 
mainstream denominational television production agencies has dissociated 
itself from a series of provocative 30-second Christian television spots 
dealing with such issues as salvation, abortion and sex outside marriage. 
The spots which were produced in Queensland have been described as offensive 
by church agencies in other states. 


The ACMA expressed particular concern that the series ‘has brought disrepute 
on the delicate negotiating procedures’ currently under way about new 
broadcasting legislation and the future of free religious air-time on 
commercial radio and television. The eight spots, professionally produced, 
constitute Campaign 92 being mounted by the Christian Television Association 
of Queensland, which represents the Uniting, Baptist and Presbyterian 
churches, the Salvation Army and the Church of Christ. 


One such spot on salvation features worms crawling over a dead body while a 
voice says ‘If you die without God, you’re stuffed’. As the voice continues 
‘iff you die with God, your soul lives on in peace and tranquillity’, the scene 
changes to one of doves and a golden cross decked with flowers. 


In an unrelated development, a missionary diocese of the Anglican Catholic 
Church of Australia (ACC) was promulgated, 1 March in Sydney, to absorb 
Christian traditionalists dismayed by trends such as the ordination of women. 
The diocese has seven parishes and 12 congregations comprising 300 
worshippers. Parishes are located in Brisbane, Sydney, Adelaide, Newcastle, 
northern New South Wales, and Busselton in south-west Western Australia. 


Archdeacon of Australia, James Bromley: of Newcastle, said the real issue 
behind the formation of the church was not the ordination of women: ‘that’s 
just the question of the moment’. The more important question was whether 
Christianity was a revealed religion or an invented one reflecting the mores 
of contemporary culture’. 


He said the answer to that question affected the nature of the four crucial 
elements of the faith - the sacrament, the Bible, the creeds, and the ministry 
- with which people could not tamper. Two, he said, had already been 
abandoned by Anglicanism and the Anglican Church was well on the way to re- 
writing the Bible to suit modern feminist ideology. 


‘Our concern is unity of the church’, Bromley said. Anglicans, he added, 
were only 4 percent of the Catholic Church and only one-third of those were 
in favour of the ‘novelty’ of the ordination of women. ‘If the Holy Spirit 


is going to reveal a new truth it will be to the whole church, not to the 
soft, corrupt and decadent bishops of the USA and England’, he said. 


Bromley said the ACC was growing rapidly and would ‘last until Christ comes 
to judge the living and the dead’. He said the ACC in the US was opening a 
new parish every week, while the official Anglican church was closing two 


parishes every week. He called the Episcopal Church in the USA (the 
‘official’ Anglican church) ‘the fastest disappearing church in the world’ 
with the Uniting Church in Australia running a close second. The Uniting 


Church, he said, was losing 200 people a week because it had adopted the view 
that Christianity could be invented. 


On 7 March, the Anglican Archbishop of Perth, Peter Carnley, ordained 
Australia’s first women priests (EPS 92.03.52). The women deacons and one 
man were ordained after a last-minute legal challenge by opponents of women’s 
ordination. In February, attempts by Bishop Owen Dowling of the diocese of 
Canberra and Goulburn were halted after a court injunction by those opposed 
to the ordination (EPS 92.02.38). [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.79 
ECUTEXT: WCC Letter to the Churches 


[This is the text of the letter sent to the churches by the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches which met in Santiago de Chile, 
19-24 March, 1992.] 


We, the members of the Executive Committee of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, have been visiting this land of Latin America with 
its people, its history, its culture and its traditions. Together with our 
sister churches, we have felt the suffering, the hopes and the challenges 
facing all of us at this time. 


We have been meeting in Santiago de Chile at a time when the churches, the 
ecumenical movement, the native peoples, the black communities and the 
political and social popular movements of Latin America and the Caribbean are 
caught up in one way or another in the ceremonies to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the coming of Europeans to the Americas with all the 
contradictions this involves. 


We have been impressed and challenged by the capacity and will of these 
peoples to resist eradication and to preserve their vital cultures. During 
our time here we have heard the voices of the native peoples, so often 
silenced, we have shared the laments of captivity rising from the black 
communities, we have prayed with the homeless and the marginalized in the 
countryside and in the cities and we have shared fellowship with women and 
young people, so often forgotten. Voices which have spoken to us of hope and 
death in their history and which have challenged us in our ministry with and 
to the poor to look for the right pastoral responses in these difficult times. 
Unless we find valid and loving responses to the injustices of the past and 
of the present, the gospel cannot be ‘good news’ in the life of these nations 
and their forgotten people. 


Our Lord, with the prophet Isaiah, proclaimed with power a message of hope. 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord’ (Luke 4:18-19). 


Love in Christ recognizes the right of the native peoples to live their own 
lives. We affirm that they have the right to their land, their language, 
their history, their culture, their religion and their own organizations. In 
this -history we must not forget the men and women brought by force from 
Africa, who sowed and cut the sugar cane, harvested the coffee and cotton and 
were exploited to death in the mines and building sites. What a wealth of 
human resources Africa lost in this European adventure. What a wealth of 
human, cultural, religious and social resources the black communities have 
brought: to the Caribbean and Latin America. 


Today, as racism makes its reappearance with renewed violence, the black 
peoples, with their beauty and their resources, have to be recognized as being 
an integral part of the marvellous mosaic of these regions. But the subject 
of the 500th anniversary also reminds us of the coming of the gospel to this 
continent. We give thanks to God for the good done by the work of evangelism 
in terms of justice and love. At the same time, the hopes raised by the 
preaching of the gospel were not matched by corresponding actions on the part 
of the conquerors and the colonisers. The evangelization was subjected to the 
vicissitudes of history, so there can be no room for triumphalism. [over] 
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Rather, this should be a moment for confession, repentance and conversion. 
In faithfulness to God’s purpose, evangelism today faces the great challenge 
of helping to break down the walls of separation between Christians and 
strengthening unity among peoples. Meeting in 1992, we rejoice at the new 
winds of democracy and freedom blowing through the American continent. We 
would expect that this will allow those who are marginalized to participate 
in determining their own future. Nevertheless, we are alarmed and distressed 
as we witness the tragic situation marked by poverty, deep social and economic 
differences, high rates of unemployment and lack of educational and health 
services, in which large sections of the peoples of Latin America and the 
Caribbean live today. 


This is a situation which they share with other poor peoples in other parts 
of the world. Millions of people today live with the anguish of not knowing 
what they will eat, or what they will drink or what they will find to put on. 
Wide sections of these societies, particularly women, are denied the right to 
fulfil their potential as human beings. In face of all this death, violence 
and exploitation, the churches must not remain silent. They must proclaim 
freedom as good news for the poor in regard to their dignity as human beings. 
This being so, the struggle for freedom demands social and economic policies 
based on justice... . 


This 500th anniversary teaches us that the churches are called to share in the 
struggle for the right to life of those who are poor and oppressed and those 
who are sacrificed on the altar of consumerism and economic growth. The 
‘discovery’ of America, the exploitation of the South and a continuing unjust 
trade policy are among the causes of the inequalities and injustices that 
exist in the relations between North and South today and which are growing 
worse at the present time. Even in North America, our sisters and brothers, 
North American native peoples, people of the land, and African-Americans 
brought also on the slave ships, have suffered and continue to suffer the same 
indignities. Unfortunately, many people in Europe and North America are not 
aware of their historic responsibility for this situation. For Europe, 1992 
represents an attempt to live as a community, chiefly an economic community, 
which will affect the political and social life of the peoples in the South. 
While these processes of unity give cause for hope, and though the East-West 
conflict is now a thing of the past - for which we give thanks to God - many 
people continue to experience exclusion in North-South relations. 


We call on the rich peoples in the North and the wealthy sectors in the South 
to recognise the historic sin that they have committed by depriving a large 
part of humanity of the right to realise its full potential as sons and 
daughters of God. The churches are called to adopt an attitude of repentance 
and to re-examine their history and strengthen their commitment to life, 
working to ensure that in the new order of world relations the poor and 
marginalized are not forgotten. This date marks a time to make reparation. 
It is time to leave our offering on the altar and go towards the other, that 
we may be reconciled with one another. This is an eminently ecumenical date. 
Let us together confess our guilt, united in the Christ who is life, and let 
us together seek ways of hope. We are all of us called to make our own 
specific contribution to the quest for justice and peace. 


The challenges facing the churches are many. Let us support and pray for one 
another in our task of evangelism in proclaiming the good news - the good news 
of forgiveness and life for all. Let us raise our voices in hope, let us 
recover the memory of the past, let us struggle for justice and peace in the 
present and let us look together with imagination, creativity and faith to 
that future which is unknown but full of promise. On this date of 1992, the 
Messianic prophecy summons us as churches: ‘I am the Lord, I have called you 
in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you 
as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations.’ (cf. Is.42:6). [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Columbus: To Celebrate or not to Celebrate? 04.17 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 49.50 
US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss Francs, 
79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 295 
French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears about 
three times a month. 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


Appeals from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 


Bangladesh: US$ 40 000 
Sri Lanka: USS 240 000 
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EPS 92.04.01 
USA: CHURCHES PARTICIPATE IN PREP MEETING FOR ‘EARTH SUMMIT’ (Tracy Early) 


A number of church representatives attended the United Nations fourth and 
final meeting of the preparatory committee (PrepCom 4) in New York (2 March - 
3 April) to plan for the 1-12 June ‘Earth Summit’ in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Delegates of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, which plans a 
parallel conference during the Summit, were Roger Hutchinson, a Canadian who 
participated in the WCC’s production of a draft Earth Charter (EPS 91.08.19), 
and Wong Meng Chuo, a Methodist minister working with tribal people in 
Sarawak, Malaysia. 


Victoria Berry from the WCC headquarters in Geneva also attended the meeting. 
The churches, she said, have shown immense interest in the Rio event, formally 
called the Conference on Environment and Development, (which is a follow up 
to the 1972 Stockholm conference), and contributed generously to support 
related WCC activities. 


Wong said attendance at PrepCom 4 was beneficial primarily as a learning 
experience. Observers from non-governmental organizations (NGOs), he said, 
found little opportunity to influence government representatives, though he 


was part of an NGO group that talked with some delegates from Malaysia and 
Japan. 


The one church voice heard inside the UN deliberations was that of Archbishop 
Renato R. Martino, the Vatican ambassador, who has official observer status 
though he does not vote. But the Vatican mission issued no statements about 
the kind of policies it was advocating. 


Offering prayers for the success of the UN effort, Martino and several other 
religious figures led an interreligious service sponsored by the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace (19 March) at the Church Centre for the 
United Nations (CCUN) across from the UN headquarters. 


Paul A. Reeves, a Maori who became a New Zealand archbishop and now represents 
world Anglicanism at the UN, spoke on behalf of the indigenous people. 


As several past UN conferences, the CCUN made one of its floors available as 
a hospitality suit where church and other NGO representatives could meet each 
other, talk informally and relax between sessions. 


Jean Sindab, a former staff of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism who now 
provides staff services to the Eco-Justice Working Group of the (US) National 
Council of Churches, said about 35 members of the group came to PrepCom 4 at 
one time or another. They found their own government ‘obstructionist’, she 
said, but lacked a clear-cut strategy for bringing church influence to bear. 


The group, chaired by William Somplatsky-Jarman of the Presbyterian Church, 
sponsored a ‘religious roundtable’ the day of the inter-religious service, 
and concluded by presenting their concerns to US delegate Robert A. Ryan. 


Because of the leading role of the United States in the world economy, much 
attention focused on the question of what actions the US government would 
support at the summit, particularly in relation to the divisive North-South 
issues that continually bedeviled the negotiations. 


As of the conclusion of PrepCom 4, US President George Bush had not even 
indicated whether he would join the many other world leaders expected in Rio. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.02 
RUSSIA: ALEXY II URGES RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING 


Head of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC), Alexy II, told the opening of the 
church’s Bishops’ Council meeting which met (31 March-4 April) in Moscow that 
the Russian Orthodox Church continues to carry on its work in the various 
republics which constituted the defunct Soviet Union. 


He noted that part of the church in some of the former republics ‘encounters 
specific peculiarities of the given land’ and that this ‘naturally’ has had 
‘an impact on their daily life. 


‘But these developments’, he cautioned, ‘by no means should be allowed to 
undermine the unity of the church ...’. 


The patriarch urged the bishops to commit themselves ‘to a responsible 
decision-making, in order that ‘what we decide should be indeed for the good 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, for the good of the Russian Orthodox Church 
as a whole, and for pan-Orthodox good in general’ and cautioned that 
autocephaly ‘should pass through a certain process’. 


He said many problems affecting the church ‘are more often than not 
artificially created by external forces in an attempt to tear the church from 
the people of God’. He specifically singled out ’some in the mass media’ who 
he said are engaged in ‘a slander campaign against the church and her 
servants’. 


The presence of retired officials of the church provoked long discussion. 
Under the statute of the Russian Orthodox Church, only those bishops who head 
a diocese or a synodical department can vote in the Bishops’ Council meeting. 
The meeting unanimously voted to allow retired bishops to attend future 
bishops’ council meetings. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.03 
WCC-RC MEETING EXPLORES INTER-RELIGIOUS MARRIAGES 


The increasing instances of inter-religious marriages prompted the World 
Council of Churches’ Office of Inter-religious Relations and the Pontifical 
Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue, to hold a joint staff meeting in Geneva 
(29-30 March) to discuss marriages between people of different religions. 


According to Wesley Ariarajah, director of the WCC Office of Inter-Religious 
Relations, the intention of the meeting was to have a joint exploration of the 
understanding of marriage in different religious traditions, the laws on 
marriage, divorce, rights over children and inheritance, and the pastoral 
issues involved. 


‘It is a complex question’, he said, ‘but the time has come for the churches 
to produce material that would be useful to local pastors and congregations’. 


The meeting also decided to launch a common study process on the theological 
and other issues in inter-faith worship. 


According to Ariarajah, Christians all over the world are finding themselves 
in situations in which they are invited to pray with others or to participate 
in occasions that include interfaith worship. 


Joint staff meetings of the WCC Office of Inter-Religious Relations and the 
Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue are held annually. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.04 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND MODERATOR AT THE WCC 


The moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, William 
Macmillan, met with representatives of the World Council of Churches, the 
Conference of European Churches and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
during a visit to the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva on 30 March. 


Macmillan, whose moderatorial term runs for one year between sessions of the 
General Assembly, has been minister of the 800-year-old Parish Church of 
Dundee, St Mary’s, since 1978. He spoke of the gap between the realities of 
parish ministry and his position as ‘representative of the established church’ 
in Scotland. 


The Church of England is established only in England; and the queen is honour- 
bound to maintain the presbyterian form of government in the Church of 
Scotland. According to British tradition, the Church of Scotland moderator 
ranks next to the Lord Chancellor and before the Prime Minister. 


In a wide-ranging conversation with WCC staff members responsible for 
programmes and relationships, Macmillan said the church and ecumenical 
situation both in Scotland and in Britain as a whole is complicated by the 
fact that each denomination ‘has a long and complex history which makes unity 
very difficult’. The ‘much improved relations’ in recent years between the 
Church of Scotland and the Roman Catholic Church, he suggested, result from 
the ‘clear theological standpoint’ of both churches, so that ‘we always know 
where the other stands’. 


Among members of all churches, Macmillan said, ‘there is a unity in Christ at 
the basic level which the world does not see because of our structures. The 
public perception is of a divided church, whereas in my heart I know that the 
followers of Christ are really one’. 


Drawing on his recent conversations in Brussels and Strasbourg with 
representatives of organizations working for European political and economic 

‘unity, the moderator suggested that the church might have something to learn 
from the effort of these bodies to find a form of unity that does not swallow 
up or threaten diversity. It is well for the churches to urge prayers for 
reconciliation and harmony in places such as Northern Ireland, he suggested, 
but ‘the churches must also get their own houses in order’. 


In a separate development, the moderator of the Presbytery of Europe of the 
Church of Scotland, A.R.C. Gaston, met with Pope John Paul II on 7 March in 
Rome. 


He told the pope that the year 1992 is, for Europe, politically and 
economically ‘a year of deepening cooperation and strengthening 
relationships’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.05 
TERRY WAITE RESIGNS, PLANS TO WRITE BOOK ON HIS CAPTIVITY 


Anglican envoy Terry Waite has resigned his position as Secretary for Anglican 
Communication Affairs in order to write a book on his nearly five-year ordeal 
as a hostage. He made the announcement (27 March) after a meeting with 
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey. 


Waite has accepted an honorary fellowship at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and will 
spend most of next year writing a book about his captivity in Beirut. The 
book is tentatively titled Taken on Trust. In 1987 Terry Waite travelled to 
Lebanon on a mission to negotiate the release of Western hostages. He was 
himself captured and held hostage until last November. 


‘One thing that happened to me while in captivity was that I was deepened and 
strengthened in my conviction ...’, he said. [EPS] 
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USA: EPISCOPAL CHURCH LEADERSHIP PLAN TO MAKE RADICAL CHANGES 


The bishops of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church have announced that 
they are prepared to make some radical changes in the way they relate to each 
other and how they make decisions. The statement was released after three 
days of intense discussions (9-13 March) held in a retreat centre in North 
Carolina, according to a 20 March report from the Episcopal News Service. 


The meeting had been called by presiding bishop Edmond L. Browning in an 
effort to rebuild trust and find a less confrontative way for the bishops to 
provide leadership for the church. 


‘What has emerged is a commitment to a new community of relationships among 
the bishops without which it is not possible to make decisions that manifest 
the Gospel. We recognize that we must focus upon our communal life as a 
House of Bishops because it is the source of our identity. We learned that 
if we cannot be bishops together, we cannot be bishops alone’, the statement 
said. 


The Episcopal Church has been faced with problems of sexuality and the 
expressions of dissatisfaction by traditionalist elements who consider the 
current leadership as suppressing and persecuting biblical Christianity. 

In November last year (EPS 91.12.12) the Synodical Council of the Episcopal 
Synod of America (ESA) - composed of those who are opposed to liberal trends 
in the Episcopal Church such as the ordination of women and homosexuals - 
announced their plans to invite existing congregations to transfer to a new 
diocese and form new parishes. 


The nine bishops from across the Episcopal church who form the Council of 
Advice described the ESA decision as pointing towards schism. ‘We are deeply 
troubled that the Synodical Council has taken the position that those who do 
not agree with them have rejected the authority of Scripture and the Creed and 
‘suppress and persecute biblical Christianity’, they said. 


Bishop John Macnaughton of West Texas, one of the participants in the North 
Carolina meeting, said that the bishops are ‘so busy ... trying to do 
legislation’ that as a result ‘we have lost our sense of community’. 


Another bishop, Mark Dyer of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, said that it was hard 
to describe the ‘radical changes we are prepared to make as a House of Bishops 
so that we can stay together even while disagreeing with each other on some 
of the issues’. 


In their statement the bishops expressed a determination to ‘build a new way 
of meeting as a House of Bishops. Whatever the immediate agenda that brings 
us together, we resolve to define ourselves primarily as a community of 
prayer, worship, and biblical and theological reflection in which to give and 
receive one another’s gifts, and to seek God’s will for our lives and our work 
as servants of the church.’ 


They also agreed that their agenda must be simplified, that it would be better 
to deal thoroughly with a few issues than tackle a whole laundry list. ‘This 
is our gift to the church - given with the hope that it may lead to a more 
constructive way of making decisions at the general convention’, commented 
Bishop Allen Bartlet, Jr, also of Pennsylvania. Earlier, the bishops 
discussed the results of a survey carried out by the Centre for Parish 
Development in Chicago which laid some crucial groundwork for the meeting. 


The survey had concluded that the bishops have no clearly-stated or agreed 
understanding of the episcopacy, and that leads_ to ‘individual 
interpretations, different expectations, idiosyncratic behaviour, a loss of 
unity, and a lack of discipline’, that the House of Bishops has ‘no clear 
consensus or stated understanding regarding its strategy and therefore is 
unclear about the direction it should be going, how it should be leading the 
church, how it should function in its common life and shared ministry’. [over] 


episcopal/2 


The survey also found that the House of Bishops ‘operates predominantly within 
a competitive climate’ that leads to win/lose atmosphere that ‘promotes 
distrust and isolation’ and a polarization that produces ‘competing 
coalitions’ and that it is not structured in a way that encourages 
‘identification, analysis, and productive discussion of fundamental 
theological, ethical, and organizational issues facing the church. This 
situation ‘leads to the neglect of the continual and essential interpretation 


and appropriation of the core of the Christian faith in relation to 
contemporary issues’. 


According to the Episcopal News Service, there was a powerful air of optimism 
following the meeting, as bishop after bishop said that the meeting would have 
a profound effect on the way they would work together in the future. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.07 
MALAWI: CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ PASTORAL LETTER ELICITS PRESIDENTIAL REBUKE 


A pastoral letter critical of the autocratic rule of Malawian ‘Life President’ 
Kamuzu Banda issued by the seven Roman Catholic bishops of Malawi last month 
resulted in the arrest and interrogation for eight hours of the church leaders 
by the country’s police. 


In their letter, the bishops spoke of unjust land distribution, defective 
health and education services, imprisonment for legitimate dissent, and 
widespread nepotism and corruption in economic and political life. The letter 
was read in all churches on the first Sunday of Lent and promptly declared 
seditious by the police. All copies were ordered to be handed in, and people 
warned that possession of a copy would be punished by detention. 


The bishops acknowledged that while freedom of worship in Malawi is respected, 
‘the same freedom does not exist when it comes to translating faith into daily 
life’, academic freedom is seriously restricted; the exposure of injustice can 
be regarded as betrayal and exposure of social evils as ‘slandering the 
country’; monopoly in the media and censorship prevent expression of 
dissenting views; some have ‘paid dearly for their political opinions’; access 
to public places like markets or hospitals is frequently denied to those who 
cannot show a party card, while forced donations have become a way of life. 


The letter said that every Christian should be proud to assume and exercise 
responsibility, and specifically mentioned ‘people in government and 
administration’ as having ‘a particular duty to work for the restoration of 
a climate of trust and openness’. 


The bishops drew attention to widespread remaining illiteracy, to the gross 
inadequacy of wages in some sectors and the miserable returns to subsistence 
farmers, to the theft and resale of medicines which undermine health care, and 
to perversions in the administration of justice. 


‘People will not be scandalized to hear these things; they know them. Feeding 
them with slogans and half-truths or untruths only increases their cynicism 
and mistrust of government representatives’, the letter said. 


Two of the bishops who signed the letter are foreigners. The bishops are 
believed to have resolved that if any of their number is ordered to leave the 
country, all will resign. 


Reacting to the bishops’ letter, the government-owned Malawi News newspaper 
ran an editorial on 14 March headlined ‘No mercy’ in which it accused the 
bishops of being ‘on the payroll of foreign governments’ to disturb the peace 
and that such action ‘must face the clenched fist of the laws of this country 
without mercy’. [over] 
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The paper wondered where the bishops ‘got the courage from’ to ‘write and 
publish their poisonous and seditious pastoral letter’ and specifically 
mentioned one of the signatories, Archbishop James Chaona, and described him 
as ‘a known illiterate who cannot express himself even when he gives sermons 
in church’. 


Malawi has been ruled as a one-party state by the now-85-year-old ‘Life 
President’ Kamuzu Banda since it gained independence from Britain in 1964. 
Opposition is outlawed and opponents are usually detained for prolonged 
periods without trial. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.08 
BRAZIL: INTERNATIONAL ANGLICAN ENCOUNTER URGES SUPPORT FOR WOMEN 


Over 500 participants drawn from 47 countries gathered in Salvador, Bahia, 
Brazil (end of March) for the International Anglican Encounter. Meeting 
under the theme ‘Celebration of Life for a Reign of Justice and Peace’, the 
Encounter grew out of a network of Anglican women who attended the Nairobi 
meeting closing the United Nations Decade of Women in 1985. 


The women decided that the church was still resisting solidarity with women 
and would continue to do so until women became agents of change, ready to 
transform the church. The Encounter is the Anglican response to the World 
Council of Churches-sponsored Ecumenical Decade in Solidarity with Women. 


Archbishop Polvao Ventura Luiz, primate of the Episcopal Church in Brazil, 
told the participants that he hoped the Encounter would ‘witness to the fact 
that the struggle of women is something that cannot be treated in an isolated 
way’, as it transcends barriers of education, politics, economics and 
religion’. 


As the Anglican contribution to the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in 
Solidarity with Women, it is time to struggle ‘against all the powers that 
oppose the existence of a just and fraternal society where equality and rights 
will be respected and where life will be the manifestation of a kingdom of 
justice and peace, the archbishop said. 


A wcce official told the meeting (3 April) that next year will mark the 
midpoint of the Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with Women and 
that ‘halfway through the Decade most churches haven’t even begun yet’. 


Aruna Gnanadason of the WCC’s Unit III (Justice, Peace and Creation) said that 
‘many of our churches have not responded to the call for the Decade and our 
women have stood by them in spite of the pain’. She added that the WCC is 
planning special efforts to stimulate participation. — 


She announced that the WCC is organizing teams of two-to-four women and men 
to visit each of the ecumenical body’s 320 member churches to examine their 
involvement in the Decade and recommend ways of increasing participation [EPS 
92 Ua Ue Goiie 


Between Easter and Pentecost 1993 churches will be asked to re-dedicate 
themselves to the Decade under the theme ‘Stand Together with Hope’ during 
worship services. Member churches will also be involved in evaluating the 
WCC’s own response to the Decade, its functions, decisions, and goals. 


During the encounter, Eliane Potiguara, a member of the 300 O000-strong 
Brazilian Potiguara tribe, paid tribute to the WCC’s former Programme to 
Combat Racism for the support it extended to the indigenous people’s struggle 
for land and cultural integrity and dignity. She said indigenous people 
viewed the churches as representing ‘oppressive structures’ because of the 
churches’ paternalistic attitude towards indigenous communities. For this 
reason the PCR’s policy of encouraging indigenous groups to organize 
themselves was highly appreciated. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.09 
CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES APPOINTS INTERIM STAFF 


The Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) has announced the appointments of 
three people to senior positions on an interim basis to be based in Barbados. 
Edward Cumberbatch, a former staff member, has been appointed general 
secretary for the interim period, 1 March 1992 to 31 October 1993. A general 
secretary is expected to be appointed in November next year. 


Albert Tudor and Michael Murrell have been appointed to act as financial 
comptroller and assistant financial comptroller respectively, effective 1 
March to 31 December this year. The position of associate general secretary 
for programme planning and coordination is still vacant. 


Another appointment is that of Harold Sitahal who becomes programme officer 
for theological reflection and conscientisation for the CCC office in 
Trinidad. 


At its fifth assembly in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, last year (EPS 91.09.01), 
the CCC announced the departure of former general secretary Allan Kirton and 
associate general secretary Dale Bisnauth. 


Founded in 1973, the CCC includes churches from the Caribbean islands, the 
Central American countries of Belize, Costa Rica and Panama, and the South 
American countries of Guyana and Suriname. 


Along with the Middle East Council of Churches and the Pacific Conference of 
Churches, it is one of the three regional ecumenical organizations with Roman 
Catholic membership. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.10 
ROMANIA: BAPTISTS REJECT MONEY INTENDED FOR SWISS SEMINARY 


Romanian Baptists have refused to accept US$ 20 000 reallocated to them by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board from funds originally earmarked for 
the Baptist Theological Seminary at Ruschlikon in Switzerland, reports the 
Baptist Press, a news service of the US-based Southern Baptist Convention. 


A letter sent to the Foreign Mission Board (3 March) stated: ‘because of the 
misunderstanding raised around this subject and supported by the Baptist press 
concerning our stand, we cannot accept this money’. The letter was signed 
by Vasile Talos, president of the Romanian Baptist Union. 


Talos indicated that the Romanian Baptists would be willing to accept Foreign 
Mission Board assistance if the money involved was not that which had been 
reallocated from Ruschlikon. ‘If the Foreign Mission Board decided to 
support financially the Baptist churches of Romania and their institutes from 
other funds than those appropriated to Ruschlikon initially, we would gladly 
accept any help’. 


The money was part of the USS 365 000 Foreign Mission Board trustees cut from 
the Riischlikon seminary last October, an action they reaffirmed in December 
(EPS (92.03.14; 91211747). The trustees cited liberal theology and excessive 
costs as two key reasons for the defunding. But the action also sparked a 
widespread backlash of protest from many Southern Baptists, including 
resolutions from 10 state Baptist conventions, and many European Baptists. 


Steve Hardy, FMB trustee from North Carolina, said the Romanian refusal to 
accept the money indicates ‘they want to deal with the Foreign Missions Board 
with as much integrity as possible’. 


In February this year, the board’s trustees voted to divide the US$ 365 000 
among eight Baptist seminaries in Bulgaria (100 000), Estonia (50 000), 
Ukraine (50 000 in Kiev and 50 000 in Odessa), Russia (50 000), Latvia (45 
000) and Romania (10 000 in Bucharest and 10 000 in Oradea). [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.11 
EUROPEAN PROTESTANTS MEET, DISCUSS CHALLENGES IN NEW EUROPE 


In what was described as the first such event since the 16th-century 
Reformation, some 200 representatives of 80 churches met in Budapest (24-30 
March) for a European Protestant Assembly. Besides hearing plenary 
presentations on various aspects of Protestant responsibility in Europe today, 
delegates divided into six discussion groups (evangelism, Christian service, 
church-state relations, national identity and minorities, life-style and 
interconfessional relations) and drafted a common declaration. 


As in two earlier Europe-wide church meetings -- last November’s special synod 
of Roman Catholic bishops (EPS 91.11.13, 12.19) and the summit of primates of 
Eastern Orthodox churches in Istanbul earlier in March (EPS 92.03.46, 03.50) - 
- changes in Eastern and Central Europe and moves towards European unity set 
the background for the deliberations. 


Most European Protestant churches delegated representatives to the Budapest 
meeting, though the Church of England and the Scandinavian churches sent 
‘observers’. Also present were representatives from the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity and the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


A message from European Community President Jacques Delors appealed to 
Protestant churches to share in the formation of a new Europe, to show 
solidarity with Eastern Europe and to work together so that no ‘wall of 
Jericho’ is built against the poor in the Third World. 


In an opening address, Swiss Protestant theologian and ecumenist Lukas Vischer 
identified two tasks: seeking means to prevent ‘the ecumenical movement from 
getting stuck in the thicket of church-political complications’, especially 
in terms of dialogue with Orthodox and Catholics; and identifying specific 
steps to deepen community among Protestant churches. 


The declaration accents several biblical themes prominent in the theology of 
Reformation churches, calling the justification of sinners by God’s grace 
alone the ‘source of true freedom and of genuine community’ and the ‘ground 
of our hope in the coming rule of God’. Reconciliation of God and humanity and 
among humans obliges honesty and gives freedom for open confession of guilt, 
the declaration says. 


Looking in particular to the situation of the churches in Central and Eastern 
Europe, participants called for a critical enquiry into the past. As churches 
in Communist societies sought a way between accommodation and refusal, the 
declaration says, ‘there was obvious and courageous witness to the point of 
imprisonment and martyrdom, but also culpable entanglement in prevailing power 
structures’. At the same time, it continues, churches in the West must also 
take a critical look at their own past. 


Acknowledging that Europeans live in ‘’secularized’ societies, the document 
warns against ‘the illusion’ of going back to churchly claims to power that 
never had a basis in the gospel. The touchstone of the credibility of the 
church’s proclamation, it says, is whether the gospel is presented as good 
news for the poor and hope for the endangered creation. Both the misery of the 
poor and the signs of ecological destruction ‘compel us to speak out against 
the prevailing trend of a selfish and expansionist life-style’. 


The declaration says the ‘biblical-Reformation’ doctrine of the priesthood of 
all believers implies the co-responsibility of all Christians, equality for 
women and men and overcoming hierarchical approaches to power in the church. 


Rooted in the Reformation, Protestant churches are also ‘stamped with the 
tradition of the Enlightenment’, according to the declaration. Christian faith 
illuminates reason and reason critically accompanies faith. The declaration 
appeals to all Christians to work together actively for the common good and 
the promotion of democracy. ‘Do not withdraw into the private sphere. Assume 
responsibility in economics, politics and society.’ [over] _ 
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On the issue of nationalism, the declaration criticizes any attempt at 
religious legitimation of national identity and insists that the individual 
and collective rights of ethnic and national minorities be protected. Romanian 
Reformed Bishop Laszlo Tdkes, who was the focal point of the 1989 
demonstrations which led to the fall of the Ceausescu regime, had urged 
delegates to ‘take a firm and unanimous position on the problem of 
minorities’. He accused the present Romanian government of President Ion 
Iliescu of continuing to intimidate opponents, and warned of the risk of a 
civil war in Romania. Accompanied at all times by two bodyguards, Tékes said 
he has received death threats and that the price on his head is US$150,000. 


Preparatory materials for the Budapest gathering -- which was planned after 
an ad hoc meeting of 70 church leaders in Basel in August 1991 -- said its 
concerns would be ‘channelled into the process of renewal in Europe through 
existing ecumenical organizations and in ecumenical fellowship with Eastern 
Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church’. One such channel is expected 
to be the tenth assembly of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) in 
Prague in September. Observers also noted the possibility of further 
discussions at the planned meeting in Vienna in 1994 of the Lutheran, 
Reformed, Methodist and United churches who are parties to the 1973 Leuenberg 
agreements on church fellowship. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.12 
FINLAND: CHURCH LEADER URGES OPEN HEARTS, INTERNAL RENEWAL IN EUROPE 


Extending the metaphor of ‘baskets’ of issues (security, economics and human 
rights) used by the 1975 Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), the primate of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland has 
suggested a fourth basket -- that ‘of five barley loaves and two fishes, open 
hearts and internal renewal’. 


Archbishop John Vikstrém made the comment in his sermon at a 29 March 
ecumenical service marking the beginning of the fourth CSCE follow-up meeting. 
Delegates from 48 countries came to Helsinki -- where the first CSCE was held 
17 years ago -- for the sessions, which are expected to run until early July. 


‘Reshaping economic and political structures will not be sufficient in itself 
to revitalize Europe, according to Vikstr6dm. ‘Our continent also needs 
profound spiritual and moral renewal’. When Jesus fed 5000 hungry people 
with five loaves and two fishes, he noted, the disciples wondered whether 
there would be enough; similarly, today, there seem to be more problems and 
needs than resources. 


Distributing resources in a way that meets the needs of the weak groups and 
regions requires solidarity, Vikstr6m concluded, but ‘solidarity does not grow 
from selfish hearts. It presupposes an opening of hearts of the kind that 
took place around Jesus’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.13 
PHILIPPINES: MEETING ON HEALTH URGES INTER-FAITH UNDERSTANDING 


Christian churches in Asia should strive for a deeper understanding of the 
rich diversity of faiths and cultures in the region to revitalize their 
healing ministries, concluded 25 participants in the ‘Curriculum Consultation 
on Health, Healing and Wholeness’ organized by the Christian Conference of 
Asia, 9-12 March in Quezon City, the Philippines. The participants were mainly 
medical practitioners, theologians and experts on indigenous cultures and 
health systems, and practitioners of non-Christian faiths. 


The meeting also explored the theological significance of health and healing 
in other religions and in relation to different cultures in Asia. 


The participants resolved to continue the process of revitalizing the healing 
ministry of the church through inter-cultural and inter-faith cooperation. 
[EPS] 
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UK: CHURCH CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE IN EUROPE LAUNCHED 


A Church Charter for Racial Justice in Europe was launched 2 March in London. 
The Charter was drawn up by church bodies concerned with race relations, 
including two committees of the [Roman] Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales and the [Presbyterian] Church of Scotland’s Church and 
Nation Committee. 


The charter warns against the ‘serious risk that Europe may define itself 
narrowly, in terms of a "Fortress Europe", closing its doors against the 
outside, especially the so-called "Third World" with regard to policies on 
refugees, immigration, trade and aid’. 


The document also urges that racial discrimination should be made illegal in 
the European Community; that third country nationals must not become second- 
class citizens in the EC; that steps should be taken to regularize the status 
of undocumented migrant workers; and that throughout the EC it should be 
recognized ‘that the most effective way to stabilize the movement of people 
is to work rapidly towards a world of peace with justice for all’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.15 
AUSTRALIA: UNITING CHURCH, JEWISH LEADERS ON ‘OFFENSIVE’ DOCUMENT 


A Uniting Church in Australia document highlighting the plight of Palestinians 
has elicited criticism from the Jewish community in Sydney. The document 
on the Israeli-Palestinian situation had criticised the treatment of 
Palestinians by the Israeli army. 


Members of the Jewish community called the document ‘inaccurate’ and a 
‘disgrace’ and urged that it be removed from circulation. 


A meeting called by the Jewish leaders to discuss the document was held 10 
March in Sydney. John Brown, the-Uniting Church’s director of mission, said 
the leadership of his church ‘have heard the anger and outrage of the Jewish 
community’ but added that the Uniting Church ‘will continue to support the 
Palestinians in their struggle for justice and human rights in the Middle 
East’. 


Brown admitted that there was a great deal of difference of opinion between 
the two groups on the causes of the Palestinian suffering. However, the 
church stood by its claim that the government of Israel was systematically 
dispossessing the Palestinians of their land and properties. 


‘They are oppressing them economically and in other ways denying them their 
human rights. We consider that those claims are thoroughly substantiated by 
reports from reputable international, Jewish and Palestinian organizations’, 
Brown said. 


The Uniting Church leadership, however, apologized for a printing mistake in 
the document which drew a comparison with some laws of the State of Israel and 
Nazi Germany. They also agreed to distribute a statement by Jewish leaders 
on the issues, together with a brief response from the leadership of the 
Uniting Church to its membership. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.16 
JOINT CHRISTIAN, MUSLIM, JEWISH MEETING CONDEMNS DEATH SENTENCE ON AUTHOR 
A Christian, Jewish and Muslim symposium in Berlin, Germany, issued a 
statement, 14 February, condemning the standing: death sentence on author 
Salman Rushdie of the book, The Satanic Verses. Meeting under the theme, 
‘Jews, Christians, Muslims: On Their Way to Cooperations in Questions of the 
Survival of Mankind’, the participants noted that the Koran does not condemn 
to death, a person for what he has written, and that the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the International Bill of Rights forbid ‘arbitrary 
killings’. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Columbus: To Celebrate or not to Celebrate? (Kingsley O’R. Lewis) 


(This item first appeared in the January-February issue of the Moravian 
newsletter. Lewis is president of the Provincial Elders’ Conference of the 
Eastern West Indies Province of the Moravian Church. He is based in Antigua. ] 


A five-hundredth anniversary of anything is hard to ignore. Indeed, it seems 
inconceivable that one can do without celebrating an event which took place 
500 years ago and which has touched the lives of so many people on so many 
continents and islands, as did the landfall of Columbus in the New World. Yet 
there is a debate precisely about whether we should celebrate that event or 
not. 


The view of this writer is that we should not be celebrating this event, but 
rather should be observing it. What is the difference? Celebration 
suggests unrestrained joy, praise, honour, eulogy. Observation suggests 
examination, careful watching, noting and recording facts without taking an 
active role. 


The year 1992 should not be a festive occasion. In 1992, rather, we need to 
look at the whole Columbus event and its aftermath and weigh the good and the 
bad. Good there was, but an awesome amount of evil was perpetrated by 
Cristobal Colon and a host of others who followed him and who colonized the 
Americas. The pity is that many of the mistakes and abuses Columbus and 
others made in their colonizing activities are being perpetuated in the 
neocolonialist present. For instance, in most of the former colonies, 
governments with indigenous leaders have been installed through due 
constitutional process. Yet, how free are we? In the Caribbean and Latin 
America many countries are in the grips of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Many people live below the poverty line. 


In Africa more than 20 million people face starvation. Yet much of the 
Western Industrial Revolution was fuelled by slave and indentured labour from 
the former colonies. When one considers the harsh conditions of IMF 
programmes, one is forced to ask ‘For what are we paying?’ Susan George in 
her book A Fate Worse than Debt has persuasively argued that Third World 
countries are really paying for the reckless overexposure of some of the 
leading Western banks. 


She describes the role of the IMF as messenger, watchdog, and international 
alibi. ‘As alibi, it allows the major industrialized countries and their 
banks to off-load the consequences of their own shortsighted policies and 
financial recklessness on to the fund’s shoulders. The IMF helps them to 
consolidate their power over poor nations.’ 


In addition to this, many Third World countries have been sucked dry of their 
natural resources by the Western industrialized nations. Where resources are 
left in the former colonies, the industrialized world has contrived to make 
sure that commodity prices are ‘rock bottom’. 


The result is that former colonies are seen as sources of cheap labour. The 
finished products are then resold to poor countries, usually at exorbitant 
profits. This strikes at the dignity of Third World people and at their very 
survival. 


We need to learn from the past if the dignity of individuals and the quality 
of life of the vast majority of people in the western hemisphere are to assume 
new dimensions. There are two sets of reasons why we should not celebrate 
Colombus’ arrival in the region. One has to do with Columbus the man; the 
other is more general. 


Much of what we have learned in school about Columbus is pure fantasy. 
Nothing is known of his childhood. It is pretty certain that he became 
literate by his own efforts. Nothing is really known of his appearance. 
He probably was no seaman, but a trader who went to sea for the first time 
when he was about 25. [over] 


columbus/2 


The first king he approached with his scheme to find a short route to Asia by 
sailing west was John II of Portugal. John didn’t refuse, but rather put 
Columbus on hold. 


Off Columbus went to Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, and in his negotiating 
with them we begin to see the measure of the man. Columbus was the epitome 
of greed. He wanted 10 per cent of all the riches he found and 10 per cent 
of all the wealth that would come from Asia via the new route he would 
discover. 


He robbed the indigenous people of the Indies of their possessions. 
Columbus, once he reached Hispaniola, presided over the slaughter of 
indigenous people; the pious sentiments about making converts to Christianity 
quickly became a secondary consideration. 


Forced labour - slavery - quickly became the next preoccupation, but the 
indigenous people of the Indies didn’t survive. Thus, genocide was the next 
sin of Columbus. 

In his report to the king and queen after his first voyage, Columbus showed 
himself to be a master of lying and deception. On his second voyage we see 
Columbus procuring Indian women as sex slaves for his crew. 


This is the often untold story of Columbus. From a Christian perspective it 
seems hypocritical to celebrate such a person. Rather we need to learn from 
the mistakes which this man made as a result of his greed. 


A number of things came as a result of the pattern Columbus set and of which 
there is still a need to repent: 


* the continued exploitation of indigenous peoples not only in the Americas, 
but in places like South Africa and Australia; 

* the decimation of the population of Africa and the exploitation of African 
Slave labour and Asian indentured labour; 

* the impoverishment of the colonies, which proved to be sources of cheap raw 
materials, commodities, and labour; 

* the destruction of the cultures of the colonized and transported peoples. 


These practices continue today as the modus operandi of the powerful nations 
and peoples of the world over the weak, albeit in more sophisticated and 
subtle ways, and there seems little remorse, little penitence. Yet there is 
need for repentance at least in two areas. 


Firstly, a sign of true repentance on the part of the industrialized world 
would be a change in the treatment of the world’s indigenous populations, so 
far as exploitation, limits on land rights, and lack of respect for the 
cultures of indigenous people are concerned. 


Secondly, a sign of penitence would be serious attempts by the world’s 
powerful nations at ushering in a new world economic order. In this order 
people would not be subservient to capital, and the Third World and the hopes 
of Third World people would not be subject to manipulation by the powerful. 


We need to learn many lessons from the Columbus event and the subsequent 
events of colonialism. Indeed the largest number of the world’s remaining 
colonies, by whatever euphemism we call them, is in the Caribbean. 


Is celebration appropriate? It seems not. Our Western civilization still 
has many lessons to learn from its past. Much of its current history 
suggests that it is not learning very quickly. [EPS] 
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PORE He VI SIE i ROK Oa ROE ae se 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


Appeals from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2: 


Rwanda: USS 180 000 
Sudan: USS 2.25 million 
Zaire: USS 1.4 million 
Zimbabwe: USS 1.9 million 
Ethiopia: USS 2.6 million 
Philippines: USS 480 000 


The following situation reports are available from the WCC Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2:, 


situation report (number 1, 7 April) on Bangladesh 
situation report (number 1, 7 April) on Sudan refugees 
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RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS ON STATE OF CHURCH IN FORMER USSR 


In a wide-ranging five-page letter at the end of their synod (4 April), 
Russian Orthodox bishops expressed deep concerns about the situation in the 
church and in the states of the former Soviet Union. The letter addresses 
particular appeals to Orthodox priests, to leaders in government, politics, 
social movements and the media, workers and peasants, and leaders of other 
churches and religions. 


‘Our church, like our people, is materially poor’, the letter says. ‘It has 
become a church of the poor’. But (alluding to Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians) 
it urges priests to remember that ‘God’s power is made perfect in weakness’. 


While the bishops describe the demand for independence of many peoples of the 
former USSR as ‘the reality of our day’, they express their distress that 
conflicts over these demands have led to bloodshed and their hope that ‘the 
efforts of politicians for the independence of their lands not be perverted 
into an extreme isolationism’. 


The Russian Orthodox Church, according to the letter, is not an opponent of 
the new state structure. Nor is it itself an ‘imperial structure’, as some 
opponents have said. Yet the church ‘remains spiritually united, and no 
borders can disturb this unity. 


‘The mystical body of Christ, his church, is undivided... It will always serve 
the unity of individual peoples and the whole human family.’ The letter 
reminds the ‘powerful’ of the need to care especially for ‘orphans and 
invalids, old people and large families, the unemployed and the homeless’. 


Affirming the right of every individual to ‘religious self-determination’ and 
the equality of all religions before the law, the bishops nevertheless warn 
of dangers arising from ‘occult teachings’ that flourish in the ‘spiritual 
vacuum which arose because of the long years of materialism’. 


They urge religious people to promote ‘the spirit of reconciliation in 
international relations’ and to oppose the.use of ‘religion for dishonourable 
worldly aims’. 


The bishops say they would welcome a ‘competent, just, responsible and loving’ 
discussion of the problems in the church during ‘decades of unfreedom and 
persecution’, but express concern that the official declarations of synods and 
patriarchs are sometimes ignored. They voice bitterness over ‘unproven 
accusations’ in the media of collaboration by priests and laypeople with the 
government, including the security services. 


‘In order for the whole church to be able to render a just canonical 
judgement’ on this, the letter says, ‘it must know the truth about the secret 
involvement of the state in the affairs of the church and about the 
relationship of church officials and lay people in the face of this refined 
persecution of the church of Christ’. So far, however, ‘only fragmentary, 
tendentiously selected materials’ are available, on the basis of which the 
church can neither accept nor reject the accusations against individual 
persons. 


Addressing the general ethical situation in the country, the bishops say that 
‘an immoral attitude in society, politics and interpersonal relationships has 
become the norm’. While church and society must liberate themselves from ‘the 
heritage of totalitarianism’, this must not give the impression ‘that we have 
freed ourselves from our inner weaknesses. 


‘Each of us, bishop, priest or layperson..., must change his life... Only 
repentance, the changing of our mind, can spare us having to learn the lessons 
of history again. The renewal of the church, the renewal of society, begin 
with the spiritual renewal of each individual heart under the working of the 
Holy Spirit’. [EPS] 
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SUDANESE CHURCH LEADERS URGE ECUMENICAL PEACE EFFORTS IN SUDAN 


The civil war in Sudan has intensified to dangerous proportions and the 
international Christian community has been urged to help find an urgent 
solution to the 13-year-old conflict. 


This call was made by Bishop Paride Taban of the [Roman Catholic] Diocese of 
Tarit, who also chairs the New Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC), and Ezekiel 
Kutjok, general secretary of the Sudan Council of Churches, which is based in 
the government-controlled, predominantly Muslim north of the country. The two 
officials were briefing an audience at the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches, 8 April, on the situation in Sudan. 


The NSCC was founded in 1989 by Christian jurisdictions in parts of Sudan 
controlled by the Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA). 


Outlining the situation there, Kutjok said government forces are trying to 
recapture areas previously held by the SPLA and this has led to the 
displacement of thousands of people. The Sharia (Islamic) law, he said, 
continues to be enforced with the help of the Iranian government. He recalled 
that during a visit to Sudan of Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani last 
year, the Iranian leader stated that all those who are opposed to the 
implementation of the Islamic law in Sudan should be eliminated. 


Kutjok added that the split within the ranks of the SPLA has added another 
complication to the conflict because the SPLA cannot now deal with the 
government while a rebellion looms within its ranks. ‘The SPLA must be 
reconciled within itself before peace can be discussed’, he added. 


He said that almost everything in the south of the country has reached a 
standstill because of the war. ‘Education is lagging behind, half of the 
population is displaced’, he said, adding ‘no one knows how many people have 
been killed in this war’. 


Replying to a question on the primary causes of the conflict in Sudan, Kutjok 
said the war is one of the results of the racial, religious, cultural 
differences and the development disparities existing between the north and the 
south of the country. 


He said Islamic fundamentalists view Sudan as-a strategic country for the 
spread of the Islamic faith to the surrounding black African countries of 
Zaire, Uganda, Kenya, Ethiopia and the Central African Republic. ‘This is 
why’, he emphasized, ‘they want to Islamize the whole of the Sudan so that 
they can use it as a stepping stone to the neighbouring countries’. 


He commended the international ecumenical community for extending relief aid 
to Sudan but criticized them for not doing enough to bring peace to the 
country. 


Taban underlined Kutjok’s criticism of the churches’ silence on peace in the 
Sudan, saying the Christian community is not ‘speaking loud enough on the 
suffering of the people of southern Sudan. The response we get from the 
international community is that the war in Sudan is an internal matter’. 


He dismissed that claim as untrue, adding that the issue is not internal 
because ‘the Libyans who are bombing us and the Iranians who are arming the 
Sudanese government are not Sudanese’. 


He said the Sudanese government has declared a Jihad (Islamic holy war) 
against the people of southern Sudan. ‘Every Sudanese army bullet shot is shot 
in the name of Islam’. 


He criticised some relief and aid agencies who are withholding relief supplies 
to the south because ‘they do not want it to fall in the hands of the SPLA’ 
while ‘thousands of people are dying of hunger’ there. 


‘If you cannot give us food on charity’, he said, ‘then give it to us on loan. 
God willing, we will pay it back to you when we gain our freedom’, he said. 


In another development, the Protestant and Catholic mission councils in the 
Netherlands sent an urgent appeal (13 April) on the Sudanese situation to 
Dutch foreign minister Hans van den Broek. [over] 
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A press release spoke of reports that many children and old people in the 
south are dying every day because relief aid is prevented from reaching them 
by the Sudanese government. Meanwhile, many internal refugees have died 
after being evicted from the capital, Khartoum, where they had sought refuge, 
and being sent into the desert ‘where there is neither water nor food nor work 
nor any other of the basic needs of human life’. 


The church bodies asked van den Broek to undertake immediate international 
action, particularly in the European Community, to ensure the resumption of 
emergency aid to those threatened by starvation and to develop initiatives for 
a ceasefire in the region. 


‘In recent European history there are examples of the horrifying phenomenon 
of genocide’, the release concludes. ‘Afterwards, a confession of guilt is 
made for failure to realize that remaining silent and doing nothing contribute 
to such genocide. These lessons must open our eyes to the killing of peoples 
which is now going on’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.20 
FIVE TO BE INTERVIEWED FOR WCC’S TOP JOB AS SEARCH CONTINUES 


Meeting in Miami (Florida/USA) at the end of March, the search committee for 
a new World Council of Churches general secretary decided to invite five 
persons to be interviewed for the post during its next meeting at the end of 
June and beginning of July. The names of the five persons were not released. 


According to procedures approved for the selection of the new general 
secretary - who will succeed Emilio Castro when he retires on 31 December 1992 
- the committee expects to select two or three candidates for a further 
interview at its meeting in August just prior to the Central Committee 
meeting. On that basis, the search committee hopes to present a single 
nomination for a Central Committee discussion and decision, now scheduled for 
Sunday, 23 August in Geneva. 


At its meeting last September the Central Committee agreed that the search 
committee may put forward two nominees if no one candidate ‘receives the 
approval of at least two-thirds of the search committee members present and 
voting’. Election requires a simple majority of Central Committee members 
present and voting. 


The 18-member search committee was chosen by the Central Committee from among 
its members at its meeting immediately after the WCC’s Seventh Assembly (in 
Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 1991). Its moderator is Janice Love 
(Methodist, USA); Central Committee vice moderators Soritua Nababan (Lutheran, 
Indonesia) and Nélida Ritchie (Methodist, Argentina) serve ex-officio as vice 
moderators. 


Castro, a Methodist from Uruguay who has served as WCC general secretary since 
1985, is the fourth person to hold that position. His predecessors were W.A. 
Visser ‘t Hooft (Reformed, Netherlands, 1948-66), Eugene Carson Blake 
(Presbyterian, US, 1966-1972) and Philip Potter (Methodist, Dominica, 1972- 
1984). [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.21 
SOUTH AFRICA: TUTU EXPRESSES SADNESS AT THE MANDELAS’ SEPARATION 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu has said he has been 
‘deeply, deeply saddened’ at the separation of Winnie and Nelson Mandela and 
‘hoped against hope’ that they could rebuild their marriage. 


Nelson Mandela announced 13 April that he and his wife for 37 years were 
separating ‘in view of the tensions that have arisen owing to differences 
between ourselves on a number of issues in recent months...’. 


Tutu said in an interview in Cape Town (13 April) that he was deeply concerned 
for both of them and would want to let them know ‘just how much they have 
meant to our struggle’. 


He added: ‘And one sees the price that has had to be paid for those committed 
to struggling for a new South Africa. And one is just hoping against hope 
that they will be able to resolve their differences, to face up to, as it 
were, these challenges to their marriage becase one needs all the support for 
the next stage of the struggle’. [EPS] 
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EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL BODY ON PROTESTANT ASSEMBLY 


The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches welcomed the recently-held 
European Protestant Assembly, in. Budapest, 24-30 March (EPS 92.04.11) and 
described it as ‘providing an opportunity to contribute to the Christian 
witness of all the European churches’. 


In a press release dated 25 March, the CEC said that it upholds the statement 
in the Budapest working document that ‘a closer community among the Protestant 
churches’ does not mean a rejection of the ecumenical community. 


The release added: ‘The CEC likewise welcomes the clarity of the statement 
made by the Budapest preparatory committee, that the Protestant Assembly is 
not planning a new European structure and does not seek to contribute to the 
hardening of confessional blocks in Europe’. 


The statement added that because only some of the Reformational churches were 
represented at the Budapest Assembly, the meeting ‘cannot therefore be 
representative of the Reformation churches in Europe as a whole’. 


The statement recalled ‘the clear line’ taken at the European Ecumenical 
Encounter in Santiago de Compostella in November last year (EPS 91.12.45) at 
which representatives of the Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches 
of Europe ‘committed theselves to common mission and evangelism and opposed 
competition among confessions’. 


The CEC concluded: ‘The 10th Assembly of the CEC in Prague (1-11 September) 
also looks forward to the contribution from Budapest as a reinforcement of the 
CEC’s constant concern to contribute to a better relationship between the 
minority and majority churches of all the confessions everywhere in Europe. 


‘The Christian message is effective as a factor for reconciliation in Europe 
only when the churches act together. This becomes particularly clear in such 
areas of tension as Northern Ireland or the Yugoslav republics. It is not 
enough to talk about what we have in common. It is even less adequate to say 
in isolation what has already been said together. The fruit of Christ’s 
message lies in collectively passing on his love in word and deed. This common 
Christian witness would be strengthened by the clear and distinct voice of the 
Reformation churches as an essential buttress for the "common European 
house".’ [EPS] : 


| EPS 92.04.23 
AUSTRALIA: UNITING CHURCH PARRIES CHARGES OF ‘FAST DISAPPEARING CHURCH’ 


The Uniting Church in Australia has refuted allegations made by an official 
of the breakaway missionary diocese of the Anglican Catholic Church (ACC) of 
Australia that the Uniting Church ranked second to the Episcopal Church in the 
USA as ‘the fastest disappearing church in the world’ (EPS 92.03.78). 


Gregor Henderson, general secretary of the Sydney-based Uniting Church, said 
in a letter (13 April) to ACC Archdeacon James Bromley of Newcastle that 
Bromley’s ‘assertions are inaccurate and offensive’ and challenged him to 
produce statistics ‘which support your claim’. 


Bromley said at the time of the promulgation of the ACC (1 March) in Sydney 
that the new church was formed to absorb Christian traditionalists dismayed 
by trends such as the ordination of women. He said that the real issue behind 
the formation of the church was not the ordination of women: ‘that’s just the 
question of the moment. The more important question was whether Christianity 
was a revealed religion or an invented one reflecting the mores of 
contemporary culture’. He said the Uniting Church was losing 200 people a 
week because it had adopted the view that Christianity could be invented. 


Henderson’s letter said the Uniting Church does not know of any figures ‘which 
show the Uniting Church is losing 200 members a week. To the contrary’, he 
said, ‘our statistics show we are gaining members at the rate of 250 per week 
through baptisms; the figures do show that up to 1990 we were losing confirmed 
members at the rate of 70 per week, which leaves us with a net gain in our 
membership figures of 180 a week, a far cry from your claim’. He described 


Bromley’s claim that the UC takes the view that ‘Christianity could be 
invented’ as ‘ridiculous’. [EPS] 
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CHURCH LEADERS TO VISIT EUROPE, ISSUES OF PACIFIC ON AGENDA 


At its seventh assembly in Canberra, Australia (7-20 February 1991), the World 
Council of Churches drew up a statement expressing concern on ‘the manifold 
issues of the Pacific’. 


The WCC reaffirmed the right of the Pacific people to a nuclear-free and 
independent Pacific, and also pledged ‘to develop solidarity networks with the 
Pacific Islanders and their churches with a view to engaging the international 
community in addressing systematically and on a sustained basis the challenges 
of the Pacific today’. 


The WCC statement also urged its members to ‘encourage all initiatives through 
advocacy and education to support the aspirations of the Pacific peoples, 
including raising the issues with their own governments’. 


In order to carry forward that pledge, the WCC has invited church and other 
leaders from the Pacific to join a delegation sponsored by the Pacific 
Conference of Churches to visit Europe (9-23 May). 


According to a letter of invitation to the church leaders, the delegation is 
being invited ‘to address the critical problems which concern the Pacific - 
nuclear testing, dumping of nuclear and industrial waste, storage and disposal 
of dangerous weapons, the detrimental effect of consequent pollution on the 
lifestyles and environment of the Pacific peoples, and the political 
instability consequent upon unjust economic policies, together with the abuse 
of human rights...’. 


The visit follows a letter written last November by PCC President Patelisio 
Finau to the heads of European churches, councils, conferences and partner 
organizations, in which he drew their attention to the problems besetting the 
Pacific region and also sought an opportunity for dialogue and common action 
on the problem. 


The delegation will hold discussions with leaders of churches, church-related 
bodies, government and inter-governmental institutions in the United Kingdom, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and France. 


The delegation will include Bikenibeu Paeniu, prime minister of Tuvalu, 
Patelisio Finau of the PCC, Suliana Siwatibau, an environmental consultant to 
the PCC, Ralph Teinaore, general secretary of the Evangelical Church of French 
Polynesia, Peter Salamonsen of the PCC and Madeleen Helmer of the Europe- 
Pacific Solidarity Network. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.25 
CASTRO OF WCC URGES PRESIDENT BUSH TO ATTEND ’EARTH SUMMIT’ 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro has written to US 
President George Bush urging him to attend the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED) or ‘Earth Summit’ to be held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in June this year. 


In a letter he wrote while on an official visit to the US, Castro said he 
understood that Bush was considering attending the meeting. ‘On behalf of the 
World Council of Churches’, the letter said, ‘may I urge you, respectfully, 
to attend’. 


Castro said the WCC had been working for the past two years with its member 
churches throughout the world to bring contributions for UNCED to respective 
governments. World opinion and hopes, from Christians around the world, as 
well as from non-governmental groups and governments, are directed toward the 
‘Earth Summit’ as perhaps the last opportunity in this decade to make global 
commitments for the sake of the earth’s preservation and humanity’s common 
future. The potential approval of an Earth Charter and the other decisions of 
this summit will be of the most far-reaching significance for the world’s 
future. 


‘I am sure that you share the churches’ commitment to preserving the integrity 
of God’s gift of creation’ Castro said, adding ‘therefore, with all respect, 
allow me to urge you to attend the Earth Summit and demonstrate the commitment 
of the United States to working cooperatively with the nations of the world 
at this critical moment for the sake of our common destiny’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.26 
US CHURCH DELEGATION TO CHINA SAYS GOVT ‘TIGHTENING UP’ ON RELIGION 


A delegation of the (US) National Council of Churches which visited China at 
the end of February reported that Christian congregations are mushrooming 
rapidly, especially in the rural areas. 


But, the delegation reported, although religious liberty is guaranteed in 
China’s constitution, the government there is engaged in a ‘tightening up 
process’. 


‘The collapse of communism in eastern Europe and the Soviet Union subsequent 
to the Beijing tragedy of 1989 has made China’s government very nervous, 
almost paranoid’, said Franklin Woo, head of the NCC’s China Programme. 


He said a new Chinese document (number 6) seeks to combat twin evils perceived 
by Chinese authorities as ‘peaceful evolution’ and ‘infiltrators’ bringing 
foreign ideas to undermine the socialist system’. The document gives 
government functionaries more latitude in dealing with religion at local and 
provincial level. 


The NCC delegation went to China to express solidarity with Christians there. 


Ren Wu-zhi, director of the government Bureau of Religious Affairs and leader 
of a Chinese delegation which visited the Ecumenical Centre - the Geneva 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches - in March (EPS 92.03.77) told 
an audience of WCC staff that Christians and non-Christians in China ‘all 
enjoy the right to express themselves and to complain about what they are not 
satisfied with’. 


Ren said the problem arises out of the unawareness of some local government 
officials of China’s policies on religious freedom. ‘In such a big country’, 
he said, we cannot avoid mistakes in carrying out policies, but we investigate 
complaints and deal with the mistakes as soon as we discover them’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.27 
PREP MEETING FOR NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCILS CONSULTATION HELD 


A meeting of the planning group for the third world consultation of National 
Christian Councils scheduled for 10-18 February 1993 in Hong Kong was held in 
Geneva, 6-8 April. 


The consultation, which is being supported by the World Council of Churches 
and the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, hopes to 
bring together 150 participants to discuss the role of National Christian 
Councils as instruments of Koinonia, as enablers of common witness in a 
changing world, enablers of ecumenical and church relations and as instruments 
for the ecumenical sharing of resources. 


The consultation, which will meet under the theme ‘Servants and Advocates of 
Unity’, will also provide two additional forums. The first is a mid-Decade 
assessment of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women, and 
the second is on communication. 


Bible studies to be prepared by the host national Christian council in Hong 
Kong will be used to deal with the topics of the consultation. Workshops 
which will draw on case studies from around the world will also be used. 


The planning group meeting was moderated by Noel A. Davies, general secretary 
of the Churches Together in Wales. Other members of the group included 
representatives of the National Christian Councils in Sudan, Finland, United 
States and Hong Kong. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.28 
GERMANY: FORMER WCC STAFF MEMBER DIES 
Raymond E. Maxwell, a former staff member of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches, died (2 April) in Niederweiler, Germany. He was 83. A member of 
the Episcopal Church USA, Maxwell was one of the pioneer interchurch aid 
workers in Germany after the Second World War. He had been sent there by the 
Church World Service USA to work in the American zone of occupation. He joined 
the WCC in 1953 as secretary for Orthodox churches in the then-department of 
interchurch aid. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.04.29 
WCC WORKSHOP ON MISSIONARY CONGREGATIONS IN EUROPE HELD 


A World Council of Churches workshop on ‘Missionary Congregations in a 
Secularized Europe’ was held (23-27 March) in Glay, France. Attended by 24 
participants from 11 European countries, the workshop reviewed the progress 
of the work which was initiated in 1989. The workshop also launched the 
second phase of the study of missionary congregations. 


Organized by the WCC’s Programme Unit II - Mission, Education and Witness - 
the workshop also requested the participants to form an advisory group to 
define the ecumenical process of developing missionary congregations. 


The participants affirmed the basic need to have local congregations from 
different countries involved in ecumenical learning. A guide has been prepared 
in the Czech, English, French and German languages for the purpose. 


The workshop also affirmed plans for sub-regional meetings to be held in Séte, 
France (21-25 October) for 15 groups from Latin Europe; Aarhus, Denmark (14- 
18 April) for northern Europe; and a pan-European gathering for 50 groups to 
be held in Potsdam-Hermannswerder, Germany (19-25 July 1993). [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.30 
ITALY: 25 YEARS OF METHODIST-CATHOLIC DIALOGUE COMMEMORATED 


Three representatives of the World Methodist Council (WMC) met Pope John Paul 
II at the Vatican (26 March) to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the start 
of the international dialogue between the WMC and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Theological dialogue between the two churches was started in 1967 to pursue 
doctrinal, ethical and pastoral issues. 


Among the subjects raised at the meeting were Christian unity, the Decade of 
Evangelism and the treatment of minority denominations in countries where 
another denomination is in the majority. 


The WMC was represented at the meeting by its chairman Donald English, general 
secretary Joe Hale and the council’s adviser on ecumenical dialogue, Geoffrey 
Wainwright. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.31 
EVANGELIST GRAHAM SAYS KOREAN VISIT EYE OPENER 


Evangelist Billy Graham has said that his visit to (North) Korea (31 March- 
4 April) was one of the most memorable visits he has ever made to any country 
and that this has contributed to peace and reconciliation there. He was the 
first evangelist to be invited to the country since World War II. 


He said his invitation to go to Korea came as a surprise due to the country’s 
communist orientation, discouragement of religious practices and lack of 
diplomatic relations with many Western nations. He noted that the policies 
of the government toward religion have undergone some developments in recent 
years. 


He said he was impressed with the commitment and warmth of the Christians he 
met and expressed the hope that these believers would grow both spiritually 
and in numbers in the years to come. ‘They live in a society which does not 
encourage religion and where it is not advantageous to be a Christian’. 


During his visit Graham preached in Pyongyang at the only two churches in the 
country - one Protestant and one Catholic - and addressed pastors and 
seminarians. 


In January this year (EPS 92.01.57) the first official delegation of 
representatives of the World Council of Churches and the National Council of 
Churches in [South] Korea (NCCK) visited North Korea. 


NCCK general secretary Kwon Ho Kyung, and Park Kyung-Seo, secretary for Asia 
in the WCC’s Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service — visited Pyongyang from 
7-13 January at the invitation of the Korean Christian Federation (KCF) of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of [North] Korea. They discussed Christian 
concerns in both parts of the divided country. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.32 
BOTSWANA: ECUMENICAL BODY SAYS GOVT ABUSES SECTION OF POPULATION 


A study carried out by the Botswanan Christian Council has concluded that the 
government of Botswana is violating the human rights of the Basarwa people. 
The Basarwa, also known as ‘Bushmen’. are nomadic hunters and gatherers who 
inhabit the hostile Kalahari desert. They are also believed to have been the 
first people to settle in Botswana. 


The study - ‘Who was (t)here first’ - found that the Basarwa are denied the 
right to use land, and that no appropriate and adequate compensation is 
granted those whose traditional rights have been violated. The study also said 
the Basarwa were denied education, health, housing and other facilities. 


‘For many years’, the study said, ‘they were able to live on and off land 
which has now been appropriated by the state. This was done either for the 
state or for the private landowner. Water resources, wildlife, flora and fauna 
which were of relatively easy access, are now removed from them. There does 
not appear to have been any mutual discussion between the two parties 
concerning appropriate compensation’. 


The study cited ‘serious’ incidents of torture of the Basarwa people by 
government law enforcement agencies such as the police and wildlife guards. 
The study said the most common form of torture used is the ‘rubber ring’ which 
is placed on the private parts of males arrested for ‘poaching’ wildlife and 
other offences. 


The study says the concept of ‘poaching’ is rather difficult to define from 
the Basarwa point of view because wild animals are their main source of food. 
The study said Basarwa people who are held on suspicion of having committed 
certain offences are usually ‘placed in lengthy custody’ before their cases 
are heard. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.33 
ADVENTISTS SUPPORT ECUMENISM, BUT NOT READY TO JOIN WCC 


The Euro-Africa Division of the Seventh-day Adventists (SdA) says it is open 
to ‘all inter-church relations which do not call into question our self- 
understanding’ and has urged congregations to take part in local ecumenism. 


But in a declaration to be published next month, the Bern-based umbrella 
Organization for about 350 000 SdA members in 16 European countries, North 
Africa, Angola and Mozambique, says SdA self-understanding and ‘certain 
tendencies’ rule out membership of the world-wide Adventist church in the 
World Council of Churches. 


The statement - ‘Seventh-day Adventsits and Efforts for the Unity of 
Christians’ - says SdAs are ready ‘for common service with church 
organizations’ wherever possible without endangering confessional identity. 
As examples, it cites financial support for Bible societies, collaboration 
with Christian radio stations and media organizations, cooperation with 
religious organizations for development and emergency aid, refugee services 
and religious freedom, and participation in the work of theological 
commissions. 


Local congregations are urged to make contact with clergy of other churches 
and religious communities in order to express common elements of faith without 
suppressing aspects which divide the churches. The declaration states ‘we do 
not question the good intentions of those who founded the ecumenical movement 
and those who lead it today. But we are persuaded that the unity of his 
followers for which Jesus prayed cannot be realized through the WCC’. [EPS] 


\ EPS 92.04.34 
FRANCE: ’PEOPLE’S PARLIAMENT’ TO MEET, CHANGES IN EUROPE ON AGENDA 
A meeting of the Kairos Europa, or ‘Peoples Parliament’ is to be held in 
Strasbourg, France (5-10 June). Kairos Europa brings together about 500 
ecumenical, cultural, environmental, social and other ‘grassroots’ groups in 
Europe. A press release from the organizers says Kairos Europa was founded 
‘because we are deeply disturbed by the implications of the effects of the 


powerful changes in the whole of Europe on the marginalized groups we 
represent’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.35 
NAMIBIA: HEAD OF ECUMENICAL BODY LEAVES, CARETAKER APPOINTED 


Abisai Shejavali, general secretary for the Council of Churches in Namibia for 
the past 10 years, has left on a nine-month sabbatical leave. In his place, 
a caretaker general secretary has been appointed. James Prinz, a Methodist 


bishop, is to head the ecumenical body pending the appointment of a new 
general secretary in December this year. [EPS] 


FIRST WOMAN LUTHERAN BISHOP ELECTED EPS 92.04.36 
Maria Jepsen was elected bishop of Hamburg in the the North Elbian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church on 4 April. She is the first woman to be chosen a Lutheran 
bishop. The Hamburg diocese includes 208 congregations with a total of 940,000 
members and 334 pastors. Marjorie Matthews, elected in 1980, was the first of 
several women to become United Methodist (USA) bishops. In 1988 Barbara Harris 
was chosen bishop in the Episcopal Church, also in the US. News of Jepsen’s 
election was welcomed in many circles both in Germany and abroad. But Peter 
Beyerhaus, director of the Institute for Missiology and Ecumenical Theology 
in the University of Tiibingen called it ‘one of the gravest spiritual 


catastrophes to strike the Evangelical Church of Germany in recent years’. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.04.37 
GERMANY: CHRISTIAN-JEWISH CONFERENCE COMING 


The tenth meeting of the European Regional Conference of Church and Judaism 
and the Lutheran European Commission of the Church and the Jewish People will 
be held (3-7 May) in Kolonie Filadelafia Dianalund near Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Among the topics to be discussed are Israeli land and peoplehood, religion and 
tradition and the meaning of Israel for the Jewish people in Israel and 
Eastern Europe. The participants in the conference, which meets every two 
years, will be drawn from church and other bodies concerned with Christian- 
Jewish relations. [EPS]. 


EPS 92.04.38 
SWITZERLAND: ORTHODOX, REFORMED THEOLOGICAL MEETING HELD 


The third official bilateral dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches was held (9-13 March) in Kappel-am-Albis 
near Zurich, Switzerland. The meeting, which was attended by 25 participants 
from both confessions, was hosted by the Evangelical Reformed Church of Ziirich 
and co-chaired by Metropolitan Panteleimon Rodopoulos of Tyroloi and 
Serenteion (Ecumenical Patriarchate) and Lukas Vischer of the Swiss Reformed 
Church. The meeting discussed the theological implications of the incarnation 
and affirmed the importance of the conversations in enhancing trust and 
understanding between the two traditions. Previous contacts between the two 
churches include the meeting in 1988 in Leuenberg, Switzerland, and in 1990 
in Minsk, Byelorussia. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.39 
KENYA: ECUMENICAL BODY PLEDGES NOT TO PLAY PARTISAN POLITICS 


The National Council of Churches of Kenya (NCCK) issued a statement (4 
February) declaring it would continue to maintain both a critical distance 
from any partisan involvement in multi-party politics of Kenya and that it 
will maintain a critical solidarity with the poor and the marginalized in 
society. The statement, which was signed by general secretary Sam Kobia, 
also said the NCCK will establish an economic justice desk within its justice, 
peace and reconciliation department to closely monitor economic trends and 
make recommendations on how to alleviate the situation. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.40 
WCC SENDS MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCES TO NEWBY’S FAMILY 
The World Council of Churches sent a message of condolences to the family of 
the late Donald O. Newby who died, 17 February, in Springfield, Missouri, USA. 
He was 66. An ordained minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), his ecumenical involvement included work with the (US) National 
Council of Churches (1952-1961), the All Africa Conference of Churches (1961- 
63) and the World Council of Churches (1963-66) [EPS] 


christian-jewish/2 


Today there is a great concern to build bridges between Jews and Christians. 
The past casts its long shadows. The tragic element in the history of Jews 
and Christians is that it is always asymmetrical. There is always someone 
who has been wronged, always someone riddled with guilt. 


It is vital that the starting point for the dialogue should be based on 
something other than the past. For a short while, the past is a possible 
basis, but not for longer. 


A conscience stricken with remorse is not fertile soil if mutual enrichment 
is the goal. Contrition restricts the scope of the encounter. For some 
Christians, the dialogue is in danger of becoming a sort of familiar ritual, 
a kind of liturgical genuflexion to show penitence. It has become part of 
the meeting with Jews to say: ‘Mea culpa, mea culpa ...’. 


For other Christians, the whole Jewish-Christian dialogue has become absurd 
and lacking in meaning. For the Christian minorities in Bangladesh, or 
African Christians in the country of apartheid, the tragic history of Jews and 
Christians in Europe is abstract and unreal. 


Certainly it is possible to identify with the Jewish people in its sufferings 
but not to feel any sense of guilt for them. If culpability is the starting 
point for dialogue between Jews and Christians, a large section of Christians 
will be excluded from it. 


The Jewish-Christian dialogue cannot be based on culpability, any more than 
on indemnification. Such a relationship is neither healthy nor invigorating. 
It is destructive for someone always to be the victim. The same applies to 
the one playing the role of the executioner. It is difficult for the victim 
to be the victim even if surrounded with love. A ‘born-again’ American woman 
once said to a friend of mine, an Orthodox rabbi in Jerusalem: ‘Oh, if you 
only knew how much we love you Jews!’. 


My friend looked at her and said: ‘You don’t need to love me. Your honesty 
is enough.’ Even if it matters to be noticed, seen, it is humiliating to be 
seen only as a sort of apocalyptic evidence. Jews are often invited to take 
a place on stage to join ina play being produced by Christian theology. Nor 
does love for the Jewish people necessarily exclude a theological 
condescendence as appalling as the ‘inculcation of contempt’. 


Given the fact that Christian theology took possession of the Jewish 
Scriptures, entered into the history of the Jewish people, uses its language, 
appropriated its commandments and defines itself in the same categories as the 
Jewish people, as the people of God, the Christians of Amman or of Seoul, of 
Dresden or of Accra, of Oakland or of Quito, have accepted a limitation of 
their theological freedom of movement. 


Christians have henceforth to interpret time and existence from this 
perspective, in the light of the revelation to the Jewish people. As long 
as the Jews were living in the ghettos, as long as the Christians had the last 
word in the mediaeval disputes, all was well. But today, the Christians are 
obliged to answer the questions of the Jews: ‘Where is the messianic kingdom? 
Where is the redeemed world? Where is the unending peace? How can Jesus 
possibly be the Messiah we are waiting for?’ 


As Jews and Christians we appeal to a particular covenant with God. Is there 
a constructive and creative place for the Jewish people in Christian theology? 
What does it mean for us as Christians to say that ‘the covenant of God with 
the Jewish people continues’ or that we ‘recognize the continuing vocation of 
the Jewish people’? Can we make such statements without asking ourselves how 
our theology can and should take them into account? How can Judaism play a 
positive role in our theology? Or do we perhaps need the death of Judaism 
in order to be able to live as Christians? How can the Christian claim to 
be the only way to face up to the ‘halakha’ as a way of walking with God? 


The Jewish-Christian dialogue should tackle such questions. Half-a-century 
of dialogue ought to lead us to such reflection. It is not enough to stop 
short at a sense of guilt for the past. If it is right to recognize our 
responsibility, it is also right to repair and to rebuild. But we cannot 
remain locked in the pillory. It may make us feel secure and safe from 
challenges. But in it neither the Jews nor the Christians will be able to 


move towards the present. The danger of the pillory is that it could also 
blunt our responses. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.04.41 
UBS REPORTS RECORD-BREAKING BIBLE DISTRIBUTION 
The UK-based United Bible Societies reports that Bible societies throughout 
the world distributed more than 83 million Bibles, New Testaments and Portions 
in 1991, an increase of 16 per cent over the previous year’s record-breaking 
figure for the same categories. The total distribution for the year, when 
Selections are included, exceed 640 million Scriptures. The UBS added that 
for the first time in decades, scripture was distributed in Albania, Mongolia, 
and Cuba. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.42 
USA: ECUMENICAL BODY HAILS ORTHODOX DECISION TO RESUME MEMBERSHIP 
Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the (US) National Council of 
Churches, has welcomed the decision of the Orthodox churches to resume 
membership in the NCC (EPS 92.03.68). The Standing Conference of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops in the Americas recommended ‘provisional resumption’ of 
membership in the NCC which five Orthodox bodies suspended last year (EPS 
Boe, 11.45)'. Campbell observed (20 March) in New York that ‘the nine 
months of suspension have been a time of critical self-examination by the 
heads of communions, NCC officers and key staff. This led us to the 
conclusion that the NCC is an important instrument in the search for visible 
unity but is in need of transformation ...’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.43 
SOUTH KOREA: FIRST CHURCH NEWSPAPER TO BE PUBLISHED 
For the first time, a Christian weekly newspaper is to be published in South 
Korea. According to a 26-March statement from I.N. Lee, the paper’s editor, 
the publication has been founded ‘to walk with Korean churches’ and ‘to lead 
Korean Christians’. The paper has been tentatively named The Church Growth 
Newspaper. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.44 
POLAND: ORTHODOX YOUTH SEMINAR HELD 
Over 35 Orthodox youth leaders from Eastern Europe gathered (16-22 March) in 
Warsaw, Poland for a week of intensive training in youth work organized by 
SYNDESMOS, The World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth. Among other topics, the 
participants discussed communication, youth ministry, publishing, how to 
organize summer camps, meetings and retreats, and fund-raising. The 
participants, who were drawn from Finland, Romania, Slovakia, Poland, Moldavia 
and the Ukraine, were joined by representatives of Orthodox youth groups from 
the United States, France and Britain. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.45 
CANADA: FIRST WOMAN MODERATOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELECTED 

Linda Bell, a Presbyterian pastor from the province of Ontario has become the 
first woman to be elected to the position of moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada. Bell’s election will be ratified at the church’s 118th 
general assembly in June. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.46 
CYPRUS: CHURCH, GOVT REPS DISCUSS POLITICAL SITUATION 
Members of the Middle East Committee of the (US) National Council of Churches 
and representatives of the Middle East Council of Churches met with government 
officials and human rights activists (6 April) for a series of discussions on 
the continued division of Cyprus. President of the Cypriot house of 
representatives, Alexis Galanos, told the church representatives that it was 
extremely urgent to press for the reunification of the island before the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot communities diverged further as a result of 18 years of 
forced separation. He said that the United Nations-sponsored negotiations 
must be resumed ‘on meaningful grounds and with definite timetables’ including 
such issues as protection of religious sites, removal of foreign settlers, and 
withdrawal of foreign military forces. [EPS] 


EPS 92.04.47 
USA: CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN NAMES EXECUTIVE 
Joan George Deeter has been named executive for the World Ministries 
Commission of the US-based Church of the Brethren, beginning 1 May. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.03.48 
ECUVIEW: Christian-Jewish Relations (I) (Hans Ucko) 


[This item is excerpted from a paper presented by Hans Ucko at the Journées 
théologiques of the National Protestant Church of Geneva, 8 January 1992. 
Ucko is secretary for Christian - Jewish Relations in the World Council of 
Churches’ Office on Church and Ecumenical Relations. The second part of this 
item will appear in the next issue of the EPS. ] 


The Jewish people exist. As a permanent thorn in the flesh for the church 
and its claims! Whenever the church opens its mouth to praise God, it uses 
the Hebrew words ‘Hosanna! Alleluia! Amen!, whenever it opens the Bible, it 
meets Israel the servant of God, discovers Zion as the city of refuge, learns 
that in Abraham all the families of the earth are to be blessed. To be sure, 
there have been moments in the history of the church when one would have 
preferred Jesus to have been a Palestinian rather than a Jew and the words 
‘Jerusalem’ and ‘Zion’ not to have existed at all. 


There was no other way for the church to avoid the dilemma arising out of its 
choice of ‘a Jewish God’ than to keep a safe distance from Israel. Once it 
had the power to do so, however, the church allowed itself to pronounce on 
Israel the ill-omened sentence: ‘You cannot live among us as Jews.’ When 
it was only a tiny minority within the Roman Empire, there was not much that 
the church could do. Once it became an officially-recognized religion, 
however, the situation changed and the sentence became a reality. 


You cannot live among us as Jews! The church took over the role of Israel, 
the new and authentic Israel. The old Israel was there but as a player whose 
role was finished, played out. The church replaced Israel. The church now 
had the right to interpret what would henceforth be called the ‘Old 
Testament’. Everything now became explicable. Every Zion, every Jerusalem, 
every Israel was now varnished and the varnish used had a Christian tint. 
The bushes and trees, the mountains and rocks, the deserts and seas in the 
Hebrew Scriptures were transformed into prophecies announcing the coming of 
Christ and his church. The sensual songs of the Song of Songs were 
spiritualised. The. profoundly human elements in the Psalms, the frantic 
anger, the brusque hatred and the violence, all this was tamed and rendered 
harmless. Something new had arrived. What had been Jewish had to 
disappear. 


You cannot live among us. The Jewish presence had to be locked away behind 
the walls of the ghetto. We want nothing that reminds us of our Judaic 
Grigane We want no one who calls in question the messianic role of Jesus or 
our own role as people of God, as true Israel. We cannot tolerate an 
impoverished people which by its wretched condition discredits its own 
credibility. You cannot live. This is where this sentence ends. We are 
at the terminus - Auschwitz. After the War, Jews and Christians together 
tried to bind up the wounds caused by ‘the inculcation of contempt’ for 
Judaism. This was a phrase used by Jules Isaac to describe the way the 
church in its Christian education has maligned Judaism, the old covenant, the 
Torah, the very meaning of being Jewish. 


The Jewish-Christian dialogue was aimed at settling accounts with the shadows 
of the past, at revising Christian teaching in hymns and canticles, in the 


catechism, in prayers and liturgies. Retracing its steps, the church took 
fright at what it found. The church squeezed up to make room for Judaism on 
its chair. Judaism is being listened to. Today, we are all in favour of 


harmony between Jews and Christians. 


The way to achieve this is dialogue. Explosive issues are avoided. The 
handful of Jews who have become Christians are cordially invited to keep a low 
profile so as not to disturb the newly-attained harmony. 


We are requested ‘to include the Jewish people, its salvation and its peace, 
in our intercessions’ and told we are ‘close to all those who see the State 
of Israel as their country, their refuge and their hope’ (Declaration on the 
meeting between Lutherans and Jews, Driebergen 1990). 


The desire is to avoid confrontation at all costs. The State of Israel is 
seen as a sign of God’s faithfulness towards His people. The conflict 
between Israel and the Palestinians is passed over in silence. (over) 
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FOR THE PERIOD 01-10 MAY 


Church team visits East Timor, calls for peace 
Canada’s church leaders against new constitution 
Pacific Council of Churches on Bougainville 
African churches urged to promote democracy 

USA: action on child prostitution urged 


South African church, political leaders on violence 

Vatican unhappy over execution of US prisoner 

Castro of WCC writes to member churches in the CIS 

US churches urge action on racism, WCC on riots in Los Angeles 
Churches in Madagascar spear-heading political change 


Ecumenical team visits indigenous communities in Brazil 
USA: search on for new Baptist president 

Philippines: Christian writers’ seminar held 
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SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


WCC Commissions 9-16 May in Evian, France 
Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


In EPS 92.04.40, please note that the late Donald O. Newby worked with the 
World Council of Christian Education during the period, 1963-66 and not with 
the WCC. He joined the staff of the WCC from 1979-1980 as a consultant in the 
then-CICARWS. 


The following situation report is available from the WCC Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


situation report (number 3, 24 April) on floods in China 


The Ecumenical Centre for Development (Philippines) advises that their new 
address is as follows; 5 East Lawin Street, Philamlife Homes, West Triangle, 
Quezon City, The Philippines. Tel: 924-0250, 99-66-34. . 
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Please accept our sincere apologies for the error which occurred in assembling 
EPS issue 59/12 for the period 16-30 April. 


Thiele Cabs 


Ken Sililo Mubu 
EPS Editor 
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EPS 92.05.01 
Church team visits East Timor, calls for peace 


An international church delegation has called for the creation of a joint 
ecumenical task force to foster dialogue with Indonesian churches on a ‘just 
and peaceful resolution of tensions’ in East Timor. 


Invited by the Communion of Churches in Indonesia (CCI), the five-person team, 
representing the WCC and the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), made a 
pastoral visit to East Timor from 16 to 19 April. They were accompanied by CCI 
general secretary Joseph Pattiasina. 


Persistent tensions in the former Portuguese colony of East Timor, annexed by 
Indonesia in 1976, came to international attention in November 1991 when 
Indonesian soldiers opened fire on protesting youths at a funeral procession, 
killing many people and wounding many others (EPS 91.12.01). 


But the delegation report recalls that attempts to discuss East Timor at 
ecumenical meetings in the past two decades have caused ’rancour, frustration 
and strained ecumenical relationships’. After the issue was raised at CCA’s 
1985 assembly, Indonesian churches suspended their membership in the regional 
body until last year. 


The delegation met with officials, congregations and women’s and youth groups 
from the Christian Church in East Timor (GKTT), the deputy governor and the 
military commander, attorneys from the Institute for Legal Aid and the Roman 
Catholic apostolic administrator of Dili, Carlos Ximenes Belo. Team members 
took part in Good Friday and Easter worship services with GKTT congregations. 


Indonesia’s ‘intensive’ efforts since 1976 to integrate and develop East Timor 
‘do not seem to have attained fully their desired goals’, the team’s report 
says. While acknowledging ‘considerable progress’ in education, health and 
communication, the report says ‘deep social, economic and political problems 
persist’. Young people are particularly affected, the visitors were told, with 
many jobs going to people from outside the province. 


The team expressed great concern about the strong military presence in East 
Timor, suggesting that ‘pervasive military control over the administrative, 
social, economic and political life ... constitutes a serious source of 
tension and longstanding resentment’. 


Although the delegation was not mandated to investigate the November 
shootings, many people with whom it spoke told ‘of the effects of the tragedy 
and of the fears it has engendered. The possibility of increased repression, 
in the light of the military’s hardline directives, must be a matter of grave 
concern to the churches and the worldwide ecumenical community’. 


The report speaks of ‘serious tensions’ between Protestants and Catholics in 
East Timor and ‘little evidence of any relationship or dialogue between the 
two churches’. The delegation had the impression that the GKTT, whose members 
include the deputy governor and the military commander, ‘is looked upon as the 
church of the dominant political, administrative and economic group’ while the 
majority of the people belong to the Catholic Church, which ‘is widely 
regarded as voicing the hopes and fears of the people’. During a meeting with 
the military commander, the team was told that the Catholic Church is ‘the 
principal source of tension in the province’. 


The GKTT’s ‘relative privilege and security’, says the report, gives it a 
special responsibility ‘to ensure the integrity of its witness to Christ’s 
self-giving love for all in East Timor, especially the poor, the grieving and 
those who feel estranged from structures of power’. The delegation believes 
the Catholic Church ‘should be recognized in an appropriate way as 
spokesperson for a significant proportion of the population and be given a 
voice on their behalf in the affairs of the province’. [over] 


east timor/2 


The proposed ecumenical task force, according to the delegation, should work 
in close collaboration with the Roman Catholic Church; all future CCA and WCC 
visits to East Timor should include Roman Catholics; and Roman Catholics 
should be invited to a consultation to study social, economic, political and 
cultural developments in East Timor, explore ecumenical and church-state 
relationships there and advise on ‘the role of the church in the areas of 
justice, peace and human rights’. 


The delegation also called on the CCI and GKTT to improve relationships with 
the Roman Catholic Church in East Timor ‘for the sake of a more effective 
shared witness to Christ’s lordship amidst the hopes and fears of their 
people’. 


The report also encourages churches in East Timor to facilitate legal and 
other assistance for the victims of human rights violations and to ‘provide 
pastoral care and concern for the families of the victims’. 


Members of the team were Erme Camba, general secretary of the United Church 
of Christ in the Philippines; David Gill, general secretary of the Australian 
Council of Churches; Soma Perera, chairman of the justice and peace 
commission of the National Council of Churches in Sri Lanka; and WCC and CCA 
international affairs staff members Charles Harper and Clement John. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.02 
Canada’s church leaders against new constitution 


Religious leaders in Canada are raising strong objections to a proposed new 
constitution that has the support of the nation’s Conservative government, 
according to a report appearing in the 11-March edition of the US-based 
magazine, The Christian Century. 


The report says the latest statement to emerge on the document under review 
for more than a decade, was issued by the Canadian Council of Churches. 
Church leaders engaged in the debate say they want a constitution that 
recognizes Quebec’s distinctiveness as a culture, that grants self-governance 
to native peoples, and that addresses the needs of the society’s marginalized 
citizens. 


The Council, which represents five million Christians and 17 denominations, 
said the Conservative proposal falls short on three counts. 


The statement echoes concerns expressed recently by other church groups, 
including the United Church of Canada, the nation’s largest Protestant body; 
the [Roman] Catholic bishops of Ontario; and leaders of British Columbia’s 
Catholic, United, Anglican and Lutheran churches. 


In its statement, the Council of Churches said Canada should recognize ‘the 
right in international law to self-determination for distinct peoples’. 


The Council also criticized government proposals for emphasizing the rights 
of individuals over society, including property rights, and for sanctioning 
economic competitiveness. According to the Council, fair distribution of 
wealth should take precedence over individual rights as a way of securing the 
common good of all Canadians. 


The statement by the United Church, submitted to the Parliament’s Special 
Joint Commission on a Renewed Canada, recommended that ‘Canada’s aboriginal 
peoples fully participate in a constitutional process that recognizes their 
inherent right to self-government’ and that Quebec be recognized as ‘a 
distinct society’. [EPS] 
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| EPS 92.05.03 
Pacific Council of Churches on Bougainville 


A letter of the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) to the heads of member 
churches in the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches said the situation in the 
disputed island nation of Bougainville ‘continues to be an urgent concern’ and 
appealed to the churches in the region not to ‘keep silent’ while ‘our 
brothers and sisters in Bougainville are suffering’. 


Signed by Patelisio P. Finau, PCC’s chairman, the 23-March letter said the 
situation in Bougainville remains complex with conflicting news reports 
emerging from the different sides in the conflict. 


The letter acknowledged the ‘compassionate efforts’ made by the [Roman] 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, the 
Papua New Guinea Council of Churches, the Solomon Islands Christian 
Association and churches in Bougainville, and also welcomed the restoration 
of medical services and freedom of movement in the Buka and northern parts of 
Bougainville. 


The island of Bougainville is part of the South Pacific nation of Papua New 
Guinea (PNG). The bulk of PNG is formed by the eastern half of the island of 
New Guinea. Parts of the nation of the Solomon Islands are immediately 
adjacent to Bougainville. 


Bougainville was placed under PNG control in 1975 following the attainment of 
independence by PNG. At that time, Bougainvilleans declared their intention 
of self-government and asked for a United Nations-supervised referendum. In 
1988, major demonstrations against PNG rule rocked the island and over 6000 
Bougainvillean houses were destroyed, resulting in the displacement of 24 000 
people from their villages. 


In March 1990, the PNG government agreed to withdraw its troops from 
Bougainville. All PNG services to the island were suspended and a crippling 
blockade imposed which halted the flow of medicines and other supplies to the 
island. On 17 May 1990, the Bougainvillean Revolutionary Army (BRA) declared 
Bougainville an independent republic. The declaration has not been recognised 
by any country in the world. 


Finau’s letter challenged the principle of ‘non-interference’ in the internal 
matters of sovereign states, adding that ‘this principle can be an open alibi 
for doing nothing or for committing unjust deeds’. He appealed to the church 
leaders in PNG ‘to be in Christian ‘solidarity with the PCC and with the 
churches in Bougainville in particular’. 


He urged a return to the agreed principles established in the Honiara Accord 
signed between the PNG government and the BRA which, among others, forbids the 
use of violence in the conflict. He also urged members of the PCC to make 
a pastoral visit to the people and churches in Bougainville, and an immediate 
return of all humanitarian services to the whole of Bougainville and to the 
principle of self-determination for all people in the Pacific. 


In another development, the PCC has welcomed ‘with great joy’ the French 
government announcement of 9 March to suspend the testing of nuclear weapons 
on the Pacific islands of Mururoa and French Polynesia. 


In a statement released 15 April and signed by PCC general secretary Dick Avi, 
the PCC said it rejoices with governments and other groups in the Pacific 
which have continued to oppose nuclear testing in the region. ‘It is indeed 
good news of victory and liberation over this fatal and immoral power which 
has already caused agonizing deaths and the suffering of thousands of people 
in the Pacific and in other parts of the world’. 


The statement added that while the PCC welcomes the good news, ‘it is not 
abandoning the anti-nuclear campaign since the suspension of the testing 
programme by the French government is only a temporary move’. 


The statement added: ‘The wider issues of abuse of the Pacific Islands, waters 
and atmosphere for toxic waste dumping, incineration of nuclear arms, and 
storage or development of nuclear weapons in the Pacific , will continue to 
be on the agenda of the PCC until the entire Pacific region is freed from 
these evils’. [over] 
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The statement also referred to the proposed PCC-sponsored visit to Europe of 
Pacific church and political leaders and described it as part of the PCC’s on- 
going campaign, in collaboration with churches in Europe, against nuclear 
testing and environmental degradation in the Pacific region (EPS 92.04.24). 


The visit, which was scheduled for 9-23 May, has now been postponed to a date 
not yet named. The visit is being supported by the World Council of Churches. 


EPS 92.05.04 
African churches urged to promote democracy 


A meeting of African church leaders involved in the democratization process 
on the continent was held in Nairobi, Kenya, under the auspices of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), 14-15 April. 


One of the speakers at the meeting, Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu, said 
African churches should take a lead in speaking out on the process of 
democratization, adding that such involvement should be made with a clearly 
defined plan. 


Bethuel Kiplagat, a former general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in Kenya, told the meeting that the process of democratization should 
begin with reconciliation. ‘In order for people to live in peace’ with each 
other, he said, they must start by ‘forgiving one another’. 


Jose Chipenda, AACC general secretary, urged cooperation among church leaders 
who are politically involved and cautioned them against divisions based on 
denominational lines. 


Meanwhile, Chipenda announced (20 April) that the AACC sixth assembly will be 
held in the Egyptian capital of Cairo, 25-29 October. 


The assembly which meets approximately every five years, is the supreme 
policy-making authority of the ecumenical body. The theme of the meeting - 
‘Abundant Life in Jesus Christ’ - was chosen from the book of John 10:10 as 
a sign of promise in a continent beset by problems, Chipenda said. 


He added that about 500 delegates, observers, ecumenical guests, staff and 
media were expected in Cairo for the five-day event. The first AACC assembly 
was held in 1963 in Kampala, Uganda. 


The AACC has 147 member churches and National Christian Councils in 39 
countries. It includes most Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches. The 
host of the assembly - the Coptic Orthodox Church, headed by Pope Shenouda III 
- has its patriarchate in Cairo. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.05 
USA: action on child prostitution urged 


An official of the (US) National Council of Churches has urged churches to 


express ‘moral outrage’ at the exploitation of children in prostitution in 
some Asian countries. 


R. Laurence Turnipseed, executive secretary of the NCC’s Southern Asia Office, 
said (14 April) on his return from a conference on ‘Children in Prostitution: | 
Victims of Tourism in Asia’ held in Bangkok, Thailand, early April, that 


tourists from the US and Europe go to Asian countries to patronize boy- and 
girl-prostitutes. 


He said that because of the AIDS scare, most of the men go for younger 


children ‘in the false belief they will not have AIDS. Often that is not 
true’, he said. 


‘Men in our congregations and in US businesses need to be made aware of this 
problem. We mut urge our corporations not to hold conventions in places where 
they use women and children as entertainment’, Turnipseed said. 


He estimated that a million Asian children have been lured into prostitution 


or sold into it by poor parents in countries such as Thailand, Sri Lanka, 
Philippines and Taiwan. [EPS] 
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EPS.92.05.06 
South African church, political leaders on violence 


Concerned by the escalating violence in the black townships of South Africa, 
leading South African church leaders called ‘An Emergency Summit On Violence’ 
for black leaders of 18 political groups, 22 April, in Johannesburg, to 
address the violence and to seek means to bring it to an end. 


According to a press statement from the South African Council of Churches of 
22 April, the political leaders agreed that ‘the structural injustices of 
apartheid as well as the agencies of the apartheid regime are the primary 
sources of violence’ and that ‘the National Party, as the government of the 
day ... bears a greater responsibility for bringing an end to the violence’. 


But the participants also agreed that they share responsibility for the 
continuance of the violence and engaged in introspection of their role in 
addressing the violence. 


‘We were not into the game of finger pointing’, said Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu of Cape Town. ‘We said we as a community need to be involved in 
an exercise of introspection to determine why it is that black people do kill 
black people’. 


Summit participants called for ‘an international mechanism to monitor 
violence’, with a committee to be appointed to work out the details. They 
further commended the churches for convening the summit and asked church 
leaders to arrange a follow-up meeting. 


Among those who attended the meeting were Nelson Mandela of the African 
National Congress, Clarence Makwetu of the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), Joe 
Slovo of the South African Communist Party, Phandelani Nofolovhodwe of the 
Azanian Peoples Organization (AZAPO) and leaders of several South African 
‘homelands’. 


Significantly, the meeting was able to bring together political organizations 
that are participating in the Convention for a Democratic South Africa 
(CODESA) with two that have declined to participate in CODESA - the PAC and 
AZAPO. 


Summit participants also agreed to several initiatives, including organising 
joint political rallies and developing ‘mechanisms of filtering the spirit of 
reconciliation of the kind prevalent at the summit to the grassroots 
membership of their organizations’. 


During a press conference at the conclusion of the summit, Tutu said ‘one of 
the things we (the church leaders) said was political leaders ought to put a 
moratorium on the vitriolic personal attacks in public’. Many believe that 
‘the political style of the leaders is a contributory factor’ to their peace 
or violence, he said. 


The political leaders further committed themselves ‘to creating mechanisms for 
peace-creation at the "hot spots" of violence, such as hostels and informal 
settlements, and to facilitate the role of the church in creating peace in 
these areas’. 


They noted ‘with deep concern that the government, in its current budget, has 
allocated five billion rand for covert operations and special forces’ and 
called ‘for the immediate disbanding of all these operations and forces and 
for the reallocation of the money for peace-creating projects and redress for 
victims of apartheid’. 


According to the press statement, 1533 people have been killed in the violence 
Since the signing of the National Peace Accord on 14 September last year 
between the ANC, Inkatha, the government and other political groups. The 
“statement said 2756 people were injured in the violence. By 21 April, 223 
more dead had been added to the list with an additional 443 injured. 


‘Every 24 hours we count more people who are dead’, said Frank Chikane, SACC 
general secretary, adding, ‘we’re hoping that from henceforth, together with 
all the other initiatives, we can actually find a way of arresting the 
escalation of violence’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.07 
Vatican unhappy over execution of US prisoner 


Vatican media sharply denounced the 22 April execution of Robert Harris in the 
gas chamber at San Quentin prison in California, USA. 


Harris, convicted of murdering two young boys, was the first person to be 
executed in California in nearly 20 years. Last-minute appeals from religious 
authorities, including Mother Teresa and the archbishops of San Francisco and 
Los Angeles, failed to persuade California governor Pete Wilson to grant 
clemency. 


In a letter to the clergy of his diocese, Archbishop John Quinn of Los Angeles 
asked priests to take an equally strong stand against the death penalty and 
abortion. 


The programme director of Vatican Radio called capital punishment ‘a very 
primitive manner of doing justice’ and ‘a defeat from the human point of 
view’. The official Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano referred to ‘the 
barbarity of execution and the cruelty of an inhuman agony’. 


According to Amnesty International, 166 people have been executed in the US 
in the past 15 years and 250-300 more are condemned to death annually. 
Currently there are about 2500 people on death rows in US states which apply 
the death penalty. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.08 
Castro of WCC writes to member churches in the CIS 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches has written 
to WCC member churches in the Commonwealth of Independent States to express 
‘anxiety’ at the ‘developments in many of the republics of the former USSR’. 


The 27-April leter to Alexy II, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, said the 
international community watches with hope and anxiety the developments there, 
but also recognized the unfolding ‘signs of hope’ which had ‘for so long lain 
hidden. At last you can communicate freely with the outside world: at last you 
have the right to exercise political, religious and personal freedom’. 


‘But the escalation of inter-ethnic discord and, in several instances, 
outright conflict, with the consequent suffering caused to thousands of 
victims of the fighting; the tensions, often leading to bitter armed 
confrontation within and between republics of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States; the fragility of the newly democratic governments of several 
republics, unable to control the excesses of the militia and the flow of arms 
into the region: all these factors, springing from intolerance, intransigence 
and callous disregard for human dignity and the right to life, are a cause of 
profound distress and sorrow.’ 


Castro added: ‘In the midst of these conflicts, which could so rapidly erupt 
into major warfare, with disastrous consequences for peoples both within and 
without the immediate region, you, the leaders and the faithful of the 
churches, witnessing to the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, are 
instruments of unity, reconciliation and peace. We stand alongside you as you 
seek to renew your societies, to speak to the hearts and minds of the people 
your serve, and to recall to them that they belong not only to on religious or 
ethnic or national group, but to the whole human family ... . 


Castro assured the member churches there of the ecumenical movement’s 
‘constant concern’ for them, and added ‘we remain at the service of you, our 
member churches, as you strive to be faithful to Christ’s call to be 
peacemakers ... .‘’ [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.09 
US churches urge action on racism, WCC on riots in Los Angeles 


A comprehensive and detailed ‘Ecumenical Action Agenda to Combat Racism in the 
USA’ was developed at a meeting sponsored by the World Council of Churches and 
the (US) National Council of Churches (NCC) in Chicago, 20-21 April. 


By coincidence, the meeting came just before racial tensions got renewed 
public attention with the Los Angeles days of death and destruction that 
followed the 29 April acquittal of four white policemen videotaped beating a 
black motorist Rodney King. 


The NCC general secretary Joan Brown Campbell, one of the 30 council and 
denominational representatives at the Chicago event, said later that the NCC 
Executive Coordinating Committee would be asked at its meeting, 18-19 May, to 
make the conclusions of the meetings, a priority on its agenda. Specific 
endorsement will be requested, she said, for a recommendation that the WCC be 
asked to send an ‘eminent church persons group’ to investigate racism in the 
US, and report findings to the United Nations Human Rights Commission. 


Joseph E. Agne, a United Methodist minister who is the racial justice director 
in the NCC’s Prophetic Justice Unit, said the meeting was held at the 
suggestion of the WCC, but planners decided its proposal for a ‘consultation’ 
should be replaced by a focus on ‘design and strategy’. 


The meeting, with James Mutambirwa and Marilea Schuller of the WCC’s Programme 
Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation - representing the Geneva-based 
ecumenical body, included a belated US participation in the March re-launching 
of the Special Fund of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, and a pledge to 
seek US gifts of 150 000 US dollars a year for the fund. 


Denominational representatives voted to ‘communicate concern to the WCC that 
it is downgrading its commitment to combat racism’, and to ask for the 
establishment of a working group on racism in the WCC Unit on Justice, Peace 
and Creation. 


In a follow-up letter to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, the participants 
wrote: ‘We believe that the name ‘Programme to Combat Racism’ has value in 
maintaining commitment to the WCC effort and urge that it be reinstated. The 
discontinuance of the use of this name leads some to believe that the WCC’s 
commitment to combat racism has become invisible’. (see related item in this 
issue EPS 92.05.25). 


Recommendations for an NCC agenda included visitation by communion heads to 
areas where racism is ‘extraordinarily evident’, a National day of Prayer for 
Racial Justice, ‘anti-racism teams’ to work in local churches, a school 
curriculum of racial inclusiveness, racial/ethnic perspective in theological 
education and ‘racial justice interns’. On 30 April, with the disorders 
underway in Los Angeles, NCC officers and communion heads conferred in a late 
night telephone conference call, and made a renewed commitment to help 
eradicate racism. They also called for an end to the violence, and asked for 
a special prayer on the Sundays through Pentecost. 


‘Our grief and anguish, like yours,’ they said in a letter to the people and 
churches of Los Angeles, ‘is heightened not only when our failed justice 
system appears to reward and sanction brutality, but also when spontaneous 
acts of violence fester and erupt ... . We will expect the churches of our 
nation to match their players with gifts of talent and support to address the 
material and humanitarian needs of your wounded city’. 


In a related development, WCC general secretary Emilio Castro wrote to heads 
of WCC member churches in the US (1 May) expressing solidarity with those who 
endured ‘grief and pain’ in Los Angeles and elsewhere in the United States 
following the riots which flared as a result of the verdict in the Rodney King 
Case. ‘Our prayers join yours for spiritual strength and wisdom in this hour 
of testing, as we witness the nation-wide social earthquake triggered by the 
acquittal pronounced in the trial of the police officers involved in the 
beating of Rodney King’. 


The WCC letter assured the church leaders of the ‘firm support of the church 
universal as you endeavour to build new bridges of communication and community 
life upon the solid ground of justice ... ’. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.05.10 
Churches in Madagascar spear-heading political change 


The political situation in Madagascar remains tense, but there is a commitment 
on the part of the various political forces there to find a solution to the 
impasse, according to Huibert van Beek, a staff member of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, who paid a visit to the country at the invitation 
of the Council of Christian Churches in Madagascar (CCCM). 


During his stay there, van Beek attended a meeting of the National Forum, a 
gathering of some 1400 participants representing elements drawn from various 
political, civil, army, religious, women and youth groups and organizations 
in Madagascar. 


The holding of the National Forum was part of an agreement reached in October 
1991 between the government and the opposition under the mediation of the 
churches and the army. The task of the National Forum was to work out a new 
constitution and a new electoral law and to set guidelines for future policy 
regarding the economy, education, health and other social concerns. The CCCM 
was given the responsibility to run and guide the proceedings of the Forum. 


Madagascar has been in political turmoil since May last year when mass 
demonstrations began expressing the growing dissatisfaction with the 
authoritarian and corrupt regime of President Ratsiraka. 


The October 1991 agreement introduced an 18-month ‘transitional period’ during 
which time a coalition government, a ‘High Authority’ and a Committee for 
Social and Economic Recovery would run the affairs of state. President 
Ratsiraka remained in place but his powers were drastically reduced. A 
referendum on a new constitution is now planned for the near future to be 
followed by presidential and legislative elections. 


Van Beek explained that the proceedings of the National Forum took place in 
a tense climate of political strife and violence. He cited an incident in 
which a school complex, venue of the National Forum, was attacked by a mob led 
by some leaders loyal to the president. The meeting was then moved to a 
military complex but ended ’in a confused manner’ and the army had to use 
force to disperse unruly crowds. Several people were killed in the shoot-out 
that followed. 


He explained further that the National Forum had been preceded by regional 
forums which were designed to gather the views of the population. This, he 
added, was an attempt to introduce a democratic process from the grasssroots. 
Madagascar has not hitherto known a one-party system, and the present process 
is seen as part of the wind of democratisation currently sweeping the African 
continent. 


People have grown ‘enormously suspicious’ of the presidential regime which is 
modelled on the French system and ‘are now fed-up with this and the trend is 
towards a parliamentary system under a prime minister’. 


He said some people are in favour of a federal system while others favour a 
unitary system. He said the danger in a federal system is that ‘you are bound 
to run into tribal, ethnic problems. The majority of the people are in favour 
of a unitary, decentralized system’, he emphasized. 


Throughout this period, van Beek said, the churches have suffered a great 
deal. He cited incidents of arson attacks on some church buildings and a 
grenade attack on another. 


He said he was impressed by the logistical machinery which had been set up by 
the churches to run the National Forum. ‘The extraordinary energy of the 
people is demonstrated in an impressive way. The crucial role of the churches 
in resolving the conflict is acknowledged and there is.a commitment on the 
part of the coalition to respect the findings of the National Forum’. 


The churches under the CCCM, he said, are determined to continue their role 
as mediator and to carry it through until the institutions of the ‘Third 
Republic’ are firmly in place. ‘This is what the population expects of them 


and, according to the church leaders, they will be able to withdraw when the 
time comes’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.11 
Ecumenical team visits indigenous communities in Brazil 


A five-person ecumenical team visited WCC member churches and communities of 
indigenous groups in Recife in north-eastern Brazil (25-30 March). The visit 
came after a meeting of the WCC Executive Committee in Santiago de Chile, 
19-23 March. 


According to a report prepared by Charles Harper, a WCC staff member who was 
on the team, the delegation visited an indigenous community of Xucuru Indians 
in the interior of the state of Pernambuco, several Afro-Brazilian groups, and 
worshipped in congregations of WCC member churches. The team also held 
discussions with different groups on the hopes and challenges facing the 
ecumenical movement in Brazil. 


The report said the delegation was also exposed to the realities of relations 
between the Protestant and [Roman] Catholic churches in Brazil’s socio- 
economic context and visited a shanty-town youth centre where 250 street 
children are taught traditional and modern Afro-Brazilian dance, as well as 
to read and write. 


‘The visit was received with keen interest by churches, and by the 
communities, especially in the context of the "500 years" of European presence 
in the region’, the report said, adding ‘the team was impressed with the 
vitality of the black communities and their efforts to trace and recognize 
their roots and their contributions to the Brazilian society’. 


The report said racism is recognized as being alive and well in Brazilian 
society and that the interest in black history and its stories of resistance 
are celebrated through dance and music. ‘The team saw this nourished and 
taught to young black children and teenagers. The use of traditional African 
instruments as a means of consciousness-raising and education, cultural and 
social affirmation was evident’. 


During discussions with the leadership of the 16 O00-strong Xucuru Indian 
community, the team was told that the indigenous people have retained their 
right to land and that this is now guaranteed under the Brazilian federal 
constitution of 1988. 


The delegation, however, noted that some small communities are threatened by 
local landowners who are supported by corrupt politicians. It cited a small 
community of ‘vulnerable’ but ‘courageous’ Xucuru Indians who are decimated 
by hunger. 


The delegation was composed of Executive Committee members Margot Kaessman 
(Lutheran/Germany), Birgitta Rantakari (Lutheran/Finland) and John Briggs, 
(Baptist/Great Britain). Others were Barney Pityana and Charles Harper, both 
wcec staff members. 


At its meeting in Santiago in March, the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches issued a letter (EPS 92.03.65, 03.79) to the churches in 
which the committee expressed solidarity with the indigenous people of Latin 
America. 


The Executive Committee said it was ‘impressed and challenged by the capacity 
and will’ of the people ‘to preserve their vital cultures’ in the face of 
hundreds of years of oppression. 


The letter added: ‘During our time here we have heard the voices of the native 
peoples, so often silenced, we shared the laments of captivity rising from the 
black communities, we have prayed with the homeless and the marginalized in 
the countryside and in the cities and we have shared fellowship with women and 
young people, so often forgotten... ’. 


The letter appealed to the ‘rich peoples in the North and wealthy sectors in 
the South to recognize the historic sin that they have committed by depriving 
a large part of humanity of the right to realise its full potential as sons 
and duaghters of God’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.12 
USA: search on for new Baptist president 


Following the announcement in March by R. Keith Parks, president of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Missions Board (FMB), that he is to retire in October 
from the position he has held since 1980, the FMB appointed a 15-member 
committee to search for a successor. Parks made his decision official in an 
8-April letter to the FMB. One of the reasons for his retirement, he said, is 
that his leadership has caused divisions among the FMB trustees. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.13 
Philippines: Christian writers’ seminar held 


About 20 young writers from 11 Asian countries attended a one-week (21-28 
March) course in news writing sponsored by the Christian Conference of Asia. 
Among other subjects, the participants learnt basic news writing, news 
gathering and feature writing. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.14 
Croatia: Bible society in offing 


A delegation of the UK-based United Bible Societies visited Croatia (22 April) 
to explore the possibility of establishing a Bible society there. The 
delegation, headed by Gunnlelk Selerstad, UBS secretary for Europe, met with 
officials of the Baptist Union of Yugoslavia, the Lutheran Church and the 
Christian Information Service. It was agreed that initial steps towards the 
formation of a Bible society in Croatia be undertaken. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.15 
UK: Baptist Union has new president 


Eric Westhood, 58, has been elected the new president of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain for 1992-93. He was inducted at the Union’s assembly (27 April) 
which was held in London. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.16 
Canada: violence on women condemned 


A group of Canadian church leaders is once again speaking out about violence 
against women. They voiced similar concerns last year (EPS 91.07.17). Ina 
statement prepared for the Canadian Panel on Violence Against Women, leaders 
of nine Christian churches and two councils say they agree that such violence 
‘is profoundly wrong’. The leaders added: ‘We see violence against women as 
a result of the sin and brokenness which permeates human life, shattering the 
intended mutuality and equality between men and women and distorting personal 
relationships. We believe that life is a gift of God, and that women and men 
are created equally in God’s image with inherent worth and dignity and 
entitled to the same respect’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.17 
Scotland: Malawi RC bishops supported 


The Church of Scotland issued a statement of support (16 March) for the Roman 
Catholic bishops of Malawi, following a pastoral letter which the bishops 
there issued on the human rights situation in Malawi. The letter drew the 
anger of the Malawi government (EPS 92.04.07) and led to the brief detention 
of the clerics. The statement said the Church of Scotland ‘strongly deplores 
the action taken against the bishops’ and that it shared the concerns raised 
by them. Meanwhile, one of the signatories of the pastoral letter, an Irish 
bishop, was ordered by the Malawi government to leave the country at the end 
of April. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.18 
UK: Carey urges more attention to the poor 


Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey has said that Christians and non- 
Christians are too preoccupied with sexual matters, and not concerned enough 
with global issues, such as poverty. He told the Independent newspaper in an 
interview (20 March) that ‘we ought to be less interested in sexuality and 
more interested in life ... . We do tend to exaggerate the fleshly passions 
instead of thinking in global terms. And the church is just as guilty as any 
other section of the community in thinking sexual sins more significant than 
other sins’. He said the church should pay more attention to the world’s 
poor. ‘I actually am very worried about what we are doing with the poor. I’m 
also worried about the affluence of the West. We may complain about the 
recession, but we are very, very rich compared to other sections of the 
world’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.19 
Canada: Anglicans to hold general synod 


The Anglican Church of Canada’s general synod will meet in Toronto (18-26 
June) under the theme ‘For You For Many’. The general synod, the 
denomination’s highest legislative body, meets every three years, bringing 
together more than 300 members from across Canada to represent the church’s 
3000 congregations. [EPS] 


3 EPS 92.05.20 
Church of England to advertise for members? 


The Church of England has set up a working party to investigate the 
possibility of placing advertisements on radio and television in a bid to 
attract more people to the church, according to a report appearing in the 
March/April edition of Action, a publication of the UK-based World Association 
for Christian Communication. The report said the working party was set up by 
the church’s Communications Committee and is headed by Colin Semper, former 
head of Religious Radio at the BBC. As part of its brief, the working party 
will examine the moral and ethical considerations of launching an advertising 
campaign. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.21 
UK: statistics released on ordination of women 


The London-based Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) has released new 
statistics on the number of women ordained within the Anglican Communion. 
According to the statistics compiled by the secretariat of the ACC, there are 
two women consecrated to the episcopate, 1342 women ordained to the 
priesthood, and 1942 women ordained to the diaconate in the Anglican 
Communion. The statistics, released on 25 March, show that of the 34 provinces 
and member churches, 15 have women ordained as deacons and 14 have women 
ordained to the priesthood. In some cases, individual dioceses ordain women 
to these orders, not through legislation of the province. In addition, six 
provinces or churches have reported that the question of ordaining women as 
priests is on the agenda of synods or conventions to be held within the next 
two years, including England, Australia, Southern Africa, Central Africa, the 
West Indies, and Scotland. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.22 
SACC unhappy over lifting of oil embargo 


The South African Council of Churches has expressed ‘concern’ over the lifting 
of the oil embargo against South Africa by the European Community foreign 
ministers on 6 April. The reason given for the lifting of the embargo was the 
large ‘yes’ majority for peaceful negotiations in the white-only referendum 
in March (EPS 92.03.66). ‘We are concerned that the European Community looks 
at events in South Africa from a white perspective, and not from the 
perspective of those who have been, and are still are, victims of the minority 
government’, the SACC said in a statement. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.23 
Ecutext: Pacific Conference of Churches’ Statement on Peace 


[The following is the text of a statement isued by the Pacific 
Conference of Churches (31 March) on issues affecting the region. 
The statement was signed by PCC general secretary Dick Tavi. See 
related item EPS 92.05.03 in this issue. ]j 


The Pacific Conference of Churches is a regional ecumenical organization with 
some 31 member churches and councils of churches scattered among some 22 
Pacific nations and territories. It has a broad perspective and is 
accountable to its members through its executive for many national issues 
which have a contemporary urgency. 


As a Christian organization within the church unviersal, the PCC reaffirms its 
obedience to Christ to act in solidarity with the rest of the Christian world 
to promote unity, peace and justice among our people. 


As a parent church organization in the region, the PCC regards it as its 
responsibility to serve its member churches through meetings, communication 
and visits. One of PCC’s aims is to ‘help create greater awareness of issues 
of justice, peace and human development facing the people and nations of the 
region and the world’. 


There are grave environmental concerns which affect Pacific people, lands and 
seas in many ways. Issues to do with land rights stem from the mining, 
forestry and agricultural policies of national governments. The same can be 
said for fisheries policies and programmes that act as watchdogs for 
environmental pollution. The nuclear testing and waste dumping as well as 
weapons testing and chemical weapon destruction are always seen as a hazard 
especially because such programmes are imposed on Pacific nations or 
territories by larger industrial countries and have a regional impact also. 


The PCC has always upheld the principle of self-determination for all people. 
This is especially so in places where people are subdued by armed forces and 
are deprived of their basic human rights. Here the PCC has always advocated 
liberations, dialogue and reconciliation for long term peace and human 
development. 


We know that such social upheaval, unrest, suffering and deprivation have 
taken place in eastern Europe, South Africa, the Middle east, Central America 
and in our own Pacific region, and in Bougainville, New Caledonia and Fiji. 
Churches have a significant role to play in witnessing to peace and 
reconciliation. Such social dilemmas must be seen within the focus of the 
rights of indigenous people and within the framework of just laws operating 
under judicial processes according to universally accepted charters. The PCC 
supports the efforts of the churches and their leaders individually and 
collectively through their national councils of churches in seeking effective 
dialogue and a lasting peace. 


The Pacific Confernce of Churches endeavours to listen to all voices even when 


they are confusing or even conflicting. Truth and peace must ultimately 
prevail. Violence and force are never the ultimate answer to social problems 
involving human rights. They contribute more suffering especially for the 
innocent. 


In relation to Bougainville, the PCC calls on the PNG government to utilize 
all existing legitimate means of consultation for peace and unity as provided 
in their national constitution and to continue a peaceful dialogue within the 
structures already set in place. The PCC also invites the churches, 
especially as co-ordinated through the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches, 
to initiate a peace mission to Bougainville and other needy areas. The PCC 
calls on all Christians in PNG to offer their active life and service with 
their prayers for peace. 


The PCC thanks the people of Papua New Guinea for their service to God in the 
region through the South Pacific Forum, the South Pacific Commission and the 
Pacific Conference of Churches in sharing resources and in dealing with 
national disasters and other needs. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.24 
Ecutext: Letter to Castro of WCC on Racism in the US 


[This is the text of a letter written to WCC general secretary 
Emilio Castro by WCC and (US) National Council of Churches 
participants in a Design and strategy meeting on Ecumenical 
Action Agenda to Combat Racism in the USA, held in Chicago, 20-21 
April, 1992.] 


--.- The Programme to Combat Racism has been a source of hope to many people 
in the United States and Canada, reflecting the churches’ concern over the sin 
of racism, and we are concerned that this programmatic emphasis be continued. 
We praise the WCC for the priority attention given to combating racism and 
want to be assured that this emphasis will continue in the new structure. 


We urge the Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation to establish a working group 
on racism which will involve persons from the peoples’ movements as well as 
the churches to engage in dialogue on ways in which the churches can continue 
to make a meaningful witness against racism. 


Such a working group would be important to monitoring the implementation of 
the Fourth Covenant of JPIC Process. We believe that the name ‘Programme to 
Combat Racism’ has value in maintaining commitment to the WCC effort and urge 
that it be reinstated. The discontinuance of the use of this name leads some 
to believe that the WCC’s commitment to combat racism has become invisible... 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.05.25 
Ecuview: Christian-Jewish Relations (II) (Hans Ucko) 


[This item is excerpted from a paper presented by Hans Ucko at 
the Journées théologiques of the National Protestant Church of 
Geneva, 8 January 1992. Ucko is secretary for Christian-Jewish 
Relations in the World Council of Churches’ Office on Church and 
Ecumenical Relations. This is the last of a two-part item. 
The first part appeared as EPS 92.04.48. ] 


Palestinian Christians can sometimes wonder where their Christian brothers and 
sisters are who are engaged in the Jewish-Christian dialogue. They are 
entitled to wonder how some Christians can sanction the actions of the State 
of Israel by appealing to the divine promises, without apparently weighing the 
consequences of doing so. 


At the very time when the Israeli army is blowing up Palestinian houses and 
keeping the schools closed, there are Christians in the Jewish-Christian 
dialogue who speak, without qualification, of the State of Israel as a sign 
of God’s faithfulness towards His people. No mention at all of human rights. 


But ethics and the divine promises go together inseparably. It may be that 
many Christians hesitate to criticize the State of Israel, recalling as they 
do the history of relations between Jews and Christians. 


I believe, however, that the WCC Executive Committee’s document on the 
dialogue between Christians and Jews ‘after Canberra ‘91’ helpfully sums up 
the position when it declares: ‘In this regard, we assume that criticism of 
the policies of the Israeli government is not in itself anti-Jewish. 


‘For the pursuit of justice invariably involves criticism of states and 
political movements, which does not imply denigration of peoples and, much 
less, of faith communities. [over] 


christian/jewish relations/2’ 


Expressions of concern regarding Israel’s actions are not statements regarding 
the Jewish people or Judaism, but are a legitimate part of the public debate. 
The same holds true for a critique - from within or from without - of states 
and political movements that claim a Christian foundation for their basic 
values.’ 


The theological consequences of the Jewish-Christian dialogue for the church 
have still to be developed. A living Judaism is obviously a challenge for 
classic Christian theology. 


If our theology takes the discoveries which have been made in this dialogue 
with due seriousness, Christians will probably be confronted with a change of 
paradigm. But the church has already had experiences of major changes in its 
theology. 


I think of the difficulties the church had over the parousia which failed to 
materialise. The church had the strength to continue even without the 
immediate return of Christ. 


It is possible that, in wrestling with the questions thrown up by the 
dialogue, the church may be helped to rediscover its role in the world: a 
minority which is not suspicious of the world nor afraid of its attacks, yet 
a minority which can be the salt and the light of the world, disinterestedly 
and not at Judaism’s expense ... . 


When Christian theology tackles these problems seriously, relations between 
Jews and Christians can become more normal. There is no longer any need to 
idealise relations between Jews and Christians, to pretend they are better 
than they are. 


It will no longer be felt necessary to hide the few Jewish converts to 
Christianity nor the Christians who choose Judaism, as used to be the case 
when the dialogue first began. 


Friendship will be able to deal with this reality. Even differences of 
opinion will not threaten relationships. Jews and Christians alike will set 
great store by dialogue and will not be looking for the first opportunity to 
break off relationships. 


A genuine dialogue requires two interested parties. Up to the present, the 
Jewish-Christian dialogue has focused chiefly on the Christian interest. On 
the Jewish side, the dialogue represented a chance to change Christians’ 
attitudes, to help Christians to see Judaism in a completely new light. 
Christians could be enlisted in a struggle against antisemitism. 


Today, the dialogue needs reciprocity. It cannot be merely a means to reach 
certain ends. For the Jewish world, the Christian presence should pose a 
number of theological questions. There have been Jewish voices calling for 
Jews to reflect on the significance of Christianity. 


We think here of Maimonides, Yehuda ha-Levy, Jacob Emden and Franz Rosenzweig. 
For there is certainly one question which needs to be asked: In Jewish 
theological terms, how is the fact to be understood that, via Christ and the 
church, knowledge of the God of Israel has spread throughout the world, the 
fact that Christians have been messengers of the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob? 


These questions have as yet scarcely been broached. When Christians and Jews 
wrestle with the theological significance of the neighbour, they travel 
together as children of those who have ‘a Jewish God’. 


It is only in this way that the statement of the WCC’s founding Assembly at 
Amsterdam in 1948 will become a challenge and a mystery for both Jews and 
Christians: ‘To the Jews our God has bound us in a special solidarity, linking 
our destinies together in his design’. [EPS] 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


kkkkkkkkKkkkkkkkkkk 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned to, The Personnel Office, World Council of Churches, 150 Route de 
Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. The closing date for all positions is 
VS owny 11992: 


- Executive Secretary for Church and Ecumenical Relations in the Office of 
Church and Ecumenical Relations, General Secretariat. 


- Publications Editor in the Communications Department, General Secretariat. 


- Programme Secretary - Racial Justice Issues in the Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation. 


- Executive Secretary - International Affairs in the Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation. 


- Finance Officer - Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKK 
The following situation report is available from the WCC Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


Situation report (number 17, 4 May) on Mozambique relief programme. 


KKK KKKKKKEKKKK KKK K 
Appeals from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 


Zaire: US$ 140 000 (extension of appeal) 
Bangladesh: US$ 360 000 (extension of appeal) 
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EPS 92.05.26 
Ecumenical team visits Ukraine, Belarus, uniatism on agenda 


An ecumenical team from the World Council of Churches and the Conference of 
European Churches visited Belarus (Bielorussia) and Ukraine from 30 April to 
8 May to assess interchurch relations in the light of continued tensions 
between Orthodox and Greek Catholic (Uniate) churches. 


Uniate churches emerged from 16th- to 19th-century efforts, often politically 
motivated, to overcome the llth-century split between Eastern and Western 
Christianity. Groups of believers separated from an Eastern Orthodox 
jurisdiction and acknowledged the primacy of the Pope while retaining Eastern 
liturgical practices and ecclesiastical customs. Uniates exist in several 
parts of the world among both Eastern and Oriental Orthodox; but as political 
and social changes in Central and Eastern Europe since the late 1980s have 
brought greater religious freedom, their resurgence has been a source of 
conflict and in some cases bloodshed. 


Orthodox insistence that this interchurch confrontation is Roman Catholic 
proselytism of their members led the WCC Executive Committee in September 1991 
to call for a special consultation on uniatism. To help prepare the meeting, 
set for Geneva from 30 June to 6 July, it asked that delegations visit the 
countries most concerned to discuss the situation with all parties and to 
offer pastoral advice to the churches there. In February and March similar 
wCC-Conference of European Churches’ teams visited the Czech and Slovak 
Federative Republic and Romania. 


In Minsk (Belarus), Kiev and Lvov (Ukraine), the team had extensive 
discussions with Orthodox bishops and clergy, including Metropolitans Philaret 
of Minsk and Philaret of Kiev, representatives of uniate and other churches 
and government officials. The visit ended in Moscow with discussions with 
Patriarch Alexy II and Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk, head of the External 
Church Relations Department of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The visit made it clear that the uniate issue is complicated by a range of 
historical, political, theological and national-ethnic elements, as well as 
divergent interpretations of past events. The situation differs significantly 
between the two republics visited, though church and government officials in 
Belarus expressed anxiety that conflicts like those in neighbouring Ukraine 
could spread to their own republic. 


Although one of the best known ‘unions’ forming a uniate church was that of 
the Council of Brest (now in Belarus) in 1596, uniate churches today have 
fewer than a dozen parishes in Belarus, compared with more than 700 Orthodox, 
250 Roman Catholic and about 300 Protestant parishes. In 1839, the great 
majority of the believers reaffirmed the Orthodox faith. For 150 years, the 
team was told, there has been no uniate presence in this area. 


Uniate leaders in Belarus describe the renewal of their tradition as the 
rebirth of a repressed national church. They argue that uniatism, which they 
Say was ended by violence in 1839, offers the best defence of national 
identity against domination by both Polish Roman Catholics and Russian 
Orthodox. A key element in their programme is also the restoration of the 
Belarussian language. Belarussian Orthodox leaders say the end of Uniatism 
there in 1839 was non-violent and a free decision of the faithful. They are 
increasing efforts to use Belarussian, but say this change must be gradual 
since most believers prefer the Old Slavonic language in worship and most 
people in the republic speak Russian as their first language. 


Noting that uniate leaders succeeded in getting only 1700 signatures on a 
November 1991 petition to the Vatican asking for organization as a diocese, 
Orthodox representatives in Belarus say uniatism is a small but vocal 
political movement, drawing support from abroad, which has no theological 
integrity or interests. Moreover, they are presently under the jurisdiction 
of Cardinal Myroslav Ivan Lubachivsky, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
(Uniate) Church.. [over] 


uniatism/2 


Besides meeting with Metropolitan Philaret in Kiev, the team discussed the 
situation there with the chairman of the government Council of Religious 
Affairs. 


In Lvov, a session with Bishop Andrey and Orthodox priests offered the team 
a vivid picture of the seriousness of the situation in the Ukraine. They were 
given documents and photos and heard moving personal accounts of the violent 
takeover of Orthodox churches by Ukrainian Greek Catholics. Stalin outlawed 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in 1946, and many clergy were jailed, 
killed or deported. After it was legalized again under former President 
Gorbachev, efforts to divide church properties between Catholics and Orthodox 
through a joint commission broke down; and violent takeovers began in October 
Pes. 


Orthodox leaders said repeated harassments, threats and beatings have been 
directed against priests and their families. They accuse Ukrainian authorities 
of cooperating with the Greek Catholics and failing to protect. Orthodox 
against threats and violence. Of 2600 churches in the Western Ukraine, the 
team was told, only 400 remain in the hands of the Orthodox. 


Complicating the situation is a problem over the relationship of Ukrainian 
Orthodox to the Russian Orthodox Church. Since 1989 a group has been organized 
which claims to be an autocephalous (independent) Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
though they are not recognized by any Orthodox church. Heading this group, 
which has about 6 million members (about 10.5 per cent of the republic’s 
population) is US-based archbishop Mstislav Skrypnyk, whom it has declared 
patriarch of Kiev. In the Western Ukraine the autocephalous group has some 
1600 churches. 


The team met with Cardinal Lubachivsky, who returned from exile to Lvov in 
1991, and his chief of staff, Canadian-born Ukrainian priest Kenneth 
Nowakowski. The cardinal insisted that Ukrainian Catholics, impoverished by 
centuries of oppression and suffering, ‘want only peace. We are a peaceful 
people’. He said Orthodox have violently attacked his clergy and that his 
church is ‘doing everything we can’ to find a peaceful resolution of the 
disputes over properties. 


‘I am sure it is difficult for our Orthodox brothers to see Orthodox churches 
becoming Catholic’ Nowakowski said, ‘but this is the will of the people; and 
many Orthodox priests have become Catholic’. Although he accused the Moscow 
Patriarchate of having ‘played a leading role’ in the 1946 Council of Lvov, 
which led to the ‘brutal destruction of our church’, he added that there are 
some hopeful signs in the present situation, including a forum in Kiev last 
autumn which brought together representatives of all religious communities, 
and a decision of Orthodox and Catholics to work together on a new Ukrainian 
translation of the Bible. 


In conversations with the team, representatives of the autocephalous group 
claimed to be a continuation of the Kiev patriarchate which, they say, was 
non-canonically joined to the Moscow Patriarchate in 1589. Metropolitan 
Antony, administrator of the autocephalous church, told the team that were it 
not for his group, ‘the whole church here would be uniate’ because, he claims, 
the faithful in Ukraine are convinced that the Moscow Patriarchate 
collaborated with the KGB. 


The Russian Orthodox Church vigorously disputes the charge of oppressing the 
Greek Catholic Church in the years after 1946. ‘For all these years’, Alexy 
said, the Orthodox Church has supported the former Uniate parishes’. But, he 
added, a whole generation has grown up since then, ‘and you can’t just 
mechanically return to the uniate church’. 


On the question of autocephaly for the Ukrainian church, both Kirill and Alexy 
told the team that the bishops of the Moscow Patriarchate are open to it, but 
that the time is not ripe, since more than 90 per cent of clergy and laity in 
Ukraine oppose it. [over] 


uniatism/3 


The situation took a dramatic turn on 6 May when the Russian Orthodox bishops 
council gave Philaret of Kiev until 15 May to call a synod of Ukrainian 
bishops at which he must resign to allow election of a new metropolitan. 
Kirill told the team that Philaret had disgraced the church by making a solemn 
undertaking to resign at the bishops council in April, then telling a press 
conference in Kiev ten days later that he had done so only under pressure from 
his fellow bishops and did not intend to leave his post. 


At the end of an hour-long session with the ecumenical delegation, Patriarch 
Alexy said he hoped for a strong statement on uniatism and proselytism from 
WCC and CEC governing bodies later this year (the WCC Central Committee meets 
in Geneva in August; CEC holds its tenth assembly in Prague immediately 
thereafter). He said it was critical to inform public opinion in churches 
around the world about what he called the expansionist policies of the Roman 
Catholic Church through ‘/uniatism, proselytism and parallel mission’ 
(establishing Catholic jurisdictions in traditionally Orthodox territories), 
policies he said represent a ‘deviation from the Second Vatican Council’. 


Alexy and Kirill also underlined the need to continue the dialogue on uniatism 
between Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches, as well as to bring the 
situation of religious minorities in Ukraine before European and international 
human rights organizations. 


The ecumenical delegation will make a full report of its findings for the 
consultation in Geneva at the end of next month, which will prepare further 
recommendations for the WCC and CEC. 


Members of the delegation were Oberkirchenrat Walter Arnold 
(Lutheran/Germany), Bishop Hans Gerny (Old Catholic/Switzerland), Bishop 
Maximos of Pittsburgh (Ecumenical Patriarchate/USA), Bishop Niphon of 
Philipopolis (Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch/CIS), Professor Vlassios 
Pheidas (Church of Greece) and Metropolitan Dometian of Vidin (Bulgarian 
Orthodox Church). Accompanying them were three staff members: Hermann Goltz 
(CEC), Gennadios Limouris (WCC) and Marlin VanElderen (WCC). [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.27 
Zambia: ecumenical centre gets new director 


The Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, a Christian training centre based in the 
Zambian northern mining city of Kitwe has a new director. Clement Janda, 50, 
a Sudanese Episcopal Church minister has been appointed to replace Francis 
Makambwe, who now pastors an Anglican congregation in England. 


Currently on the staff of the WCC’s Programme Unit III - Justice, Peace and 
Creation, Janda takes up his new appointment in July. 


Prior to’ coming to the WCC, Janda worked as general secretary of the Khartoum- 
- based Sudan Council of Churches (1981-87), as associate general secretary of 
the All Africa Conference of Churches, Kenya (1977-81), and as executive 
secretary of the Episcopal Church of Sudan (1975-76). [EPS] 


| EPS 92.05.28 
Botswana: churches urged to address social issues 


| The churches in Botswana have been urged to address themselves to the social 
_ problems affecting the country such as the threat of AIDS, education, the 
) effects of the drought currently ravaging the sub-continent and also to 
} church-related isues of theological training, mission and leadership. The 
call was made by Rupert Hambira, a United Congregational Church of Southern 
) Africa minister, in a keynote address to the 27th annual assembly of the 
Botswana Christian Council held in the north-western town of Selibe-Pikwe 

| (23-24 April). Hambira also called for the restoration of the traditional land 
/tenure system which treated land as a gift from God and available to everyone. 
| [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.29 
Round-up of church reactions to riots in Los Angeles 


In the aftermath of the Rodney King verdict and the subsequent riots in Los 
Angeles and other cities in the United States, several church bodies issued 
statements calling for an end to the violence and urged the reinstatement of 
peace (see related item in this issue EPS 92.05.31). 


The World Council of Churches wrote to heads of WCC member churches in the 
United States, 1 May, to express solidarity with those who endured ‘grief and 
pain’ in Los Angeles and elsewhere in the US (EPS 92.05.09). Signed by general 
secretary Emilio Castro, the letter said the WCC is committed ‘to the global 
struggle to combat racism in all its forms’. 


The letter added: ‘Entrenched racism in all the world generates cycles of 
violence, division and a shattered community. We are thankful for and 
encourage fervently the great efforts undertaken by the churches in the United 
States as they articulate the anguish and cries of those who suffer racial 
injustice, and which serve, within their communities, as agents of repentance, 
dialogue and healing’. 


The Episcopal Church in the USA said in a statement released 1 May that it is 
‘committed to the eradication of racism’ and urged all Episcopalians to join 
in a Day of Prayer for Racial Justice which was scheduled for 3 May. 


Signed by Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning, the statement said ‘the events 
in Los Angeles - the brutal beating, the acquittal, the equally brutal 
misplaced response - have given us a chilling reminder that racism is rampant 
in, OUL Midsth. 


Browning added that the violence that erupted ‘compels us to confess that in 
25 years between the hopeful dream of Martin Luther King and the hopeless 
nightmare of Rodney King - we as a nation have made little moral progress’. 


‘We must ask if this is what happens when a society does not govern itself 
guided by an inner conviction that every person is of equal value’, Browning 
said. 


The (US) National Council of Churches announced a six-point response to the 
violence, 1 May. The response included an immediate call for an end to the 
violence in the streets, a request that the churches offer prayers on Sundays 
through to Pentecost on 7 June, an urgent message to President George Bush and 
to the Attorney General to implement. the civil rights legislation, and an 
offer of immediate disaster relief to affected persons. 


The programme also proposed a pastoral letter to the churches and people of 
Los Angeles, and a renewed commitment to help eradicate racism. 


On 6 May, the NCC assembled a seven-person delegation of church leaders to 
visit the affected areas in Los Angeles and to visit the churches and the 
people ‘as a sign of solidarity and care for their situation’. 


Evangelist Billy Graham said in a statement that the explosive and savage 
outbreak of violence in Los Angeles ‘is a tragic reminder that our nation 
still has not solved some of its most fundamental social problems. Every 
corner of our nation could be affected by what has happened there’. 


He added: ‘We need to pray as well that the social problems which have been 
festering for years in so many of our cities may be addresssed in a fresh way. 
The issues are complex, I know, and will not be solved overnight. However, my 
prayer is that the tragic events which have gripped Los Angeles will be a 


catalyst to bring a new era of justice and tolerance and love to our nation’. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.05.30 
AACC assembly venue changed from Cairo to Harare 


The venue for the sixth General Assembly of the Nairobi-based All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC) has been changed from Cairo/Egypt to Harare/ 
Zimbabwe ‘for economic and logistical reasons...’, according to an 18-May 
press release from the AACC (EPS 92.05.04). The dates, 25-29 October, remain 
unchanged. Philip Potter, former WCC head is the assembly’s main speaker. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.31 
Church leaders say Los Angeles riots result of racist policies 


A panel presentation on the ‘Implications of the Los Angeles Situation in the 
USA and the Global Community’ was held in Evian, France, by a group of 
African-American church leaders (12 May). The church leaders were addressing 
participants in the World Council of Churches’ week-long Commission meetings 
which ended on 16 May (see related item in this issue EPS 92.05.29). The WCC 
Commissions meet every 18 months to advise the general secretary on 
programmatic matters. 


In an opening presentation, Mac Charles Jones (Baptist) told the audience that 
the acquittal of the four policemen in the Rodney King case was a result of 
‘failed and flawed institutions and racism’. He said the eruption of the riots 
is a result of the hopelessness and despair among blacks caused by racism and 
that the destructions which followed were an expression of the pent-up 
frustration. 


He said over the last 10 to 15 years, the United States government has created 
a climate conducive to the rise of racism and racial tensions. ‘When you talk 
about racism’, he said, ‘you talk about police brutality against the people 
oftcotour’-. 


In an emotionally-charged presentation, Charles Adams ((Baptist) said the 
riots represented a ’methodical madness’ caused by ‘a gross and publicly 
recognizable miscarriage of justice in the court’. He said if the video of the 
beating of Rodney King by four white policemen ‘as he crawled, cowered and 
cringed on the ground’ was not enough evidence to convict those who brutalized 
him, racism had to be exposed dramatically. ‘No one’, he added, ‘has been able 
to deny the raw reality of mean, stubborn, almost invincible racism in the 
United States and the world. The video and the verdict that excused it and 
tried to deny it outraged blacks and alarmed whites’. 


He described the policies of former president Ronald Reagan and his successor 
George Bush as setting an ‘agenda of political race-baiting’. He said 

60 per cent of US voters are now saying that the most critical need in the US 
is not so much a ‘new world order’ that has not yet been defined; but a ‘new 
domestic urban agenda’ that President Bush has failed to accommodate or 
articulate. The programmatic priorities, he said, are the creation of job 
opportunities and job training, better professional police training, 
increased minority participation in government, strong laws to protect civil 
rights and black and Hispanic ownership of local businesses. 


Another speaker, Yvonne V. Delk (United Church of Christ), said the Rodney 
King verdict destroyed the notion of a racially blind system that mediates 
justice to all without regard to race or colour; to the contrary it revealed 
a racially biased system that maintains and protects white people, white 
property and white privilege. ‘It was not the four white policemen that were 
on trial’, she said, ‘it was Rodney King and it was fear and stereotyping that 
found him guilty’. ~- 


She said the verdict is the most recent example of ‘the pathology of racism’ 
in America where, for over 300 years, whites have been willing to compromise 
the moral, social, economic, political infrastructure of the United States 
which has resulted in unemployment, widespread poverty, poor schools, 
homelessness, inadequate health care, drug infested neighbourhoods, and an 
overall feeling of hopelessness and despair. 


‘We are living in a tale of two cities - at the top an affluent and ruling 
class of managers and at the bottom a permanent underclass of those who serve 
the managers or who are altogether unemployed. Our institutions which provide 
the scaffolding for society’s moral values, governance, legal protection, 
economic viability and citizen involvement are all permeated with the disease 
of racism’, she emphasized. 


William Watley (Methodist) described the riots as an iceberg of what is 
happening in the world which should remind the WCC that racism must be a major 
concern for its programmatic life, adding that the Ecumenical Action Against 
Racism ‘should be lifted up as a vanguard of racial justice’. 


Belle Miller McMaster (Presbyterian) said the riots have presented a critical 
moment to engage in community redress of the problem and urged the churches 
‘which have been silent over the years’ to now speak out against racism. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.32 
Southern African bishops visit strife-torn areas 


Twenty-six Anglican bishops from Lesotho, Mozambique, South Africa and 
Swaziland paid a pastoral visit to people living under threat of violence 
during a session of the Synod of Bishops of the Province of Southern Africa 
on 30 April. 


Hosted by David Beetge, bishop of the South Eastern Transvaal, the bishops 
went first to St Peter’s Chains Church in the established township of 
Katlehong, east of Johannesburg, then to the nearby informal settlement of 
Phola Park, as a gesture of solidarity with the residents. The townships of 
the East Rand, and Phola Park in particular, have been the scene of continuing 
death and destruction since violence spread from Natal province to the 
Transvaal in August 1990. 


The bishops’ visit on 30 April came as the Goldstone Commission of inquiry 
into the causes of violence in South Africa began a special investigation into 
an attack in Phola Park by soldiers of 32 Battalion, a South African Defence 
Force unit comprising Portuguese-speaking soldiers first deployed during the 
war against Angola. The commission was responding to an appeal by Bishop David 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu and to a subsequent request by the Minister of 
Defence, Mr Roelf Meyer. 


On the day before the visit, the commission was told by an officer of the unit 
that some of his men admitted to having been ‘heavy handed’ in slapping and 
punching residents in a raid on the night of 8 April. Community leaders 
reported that one person died and more than 100 were injured. 


Welcoming the bishops to Katlehong, Archdeacon Joe Tsubella said that in the 
area ‘People are full of fear ... your presence here is an encouragement to 
uss. 


Only the previous week a parishioner had been shot dead and many others had 
been injured. Bishop David said it was ‘an incredible privilege’ to have the 
synod in the new diocese. 


Dinis Sengulane, the Bishop of Lebombo, told the congregation that in 
Mozambique many people were being killed and there were more than three 
million refugees in the country. ‘The people who are doing the killing are not 
from outside. They are Mozambicans who are just given guns. It doesn’t matter 
where they come from. We ourselves allow ourselves to be used to destroy one 
another .«.. 


‘The church has to be very bold, especially in our families, in telling our 
young people that human life is not just precious, it is holy before God, 
therefore no amount of money ... [or] promises should be enough reason to 
persuade us to go on killing one another.’ 


At Phola Park, the bishops walked through the narrow ‘streets’ of the 
settlement, between the self-built homes of the residents. They talked to 
residents, and the Dean of the Province, the Right Revd Michael Nuttall, said 
prayers outside the home of a family which had lost a child in the violence. 
Bishop Michael, Bishop David and Archbishop Desmond Tutu ministered to the 
family. 


Speaking to a group of residents afterwards, the archbishop said: ‘All the 
people of our dioceses, through us, are saying, "We are with you in your pain 
and your suffering. We have come to express our solidarity and we must say we 
are amazed to see the spirit of the people. We are amazed to see how the 
people are able to laugh. You go into these structures that people have made 
and it is amazing how people are able to keep them clean. We just want to say 
we honour you for refusing to be turned into animals"’... [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.33 
Ethiopia: former church leader declared officially dead 


The Nairobi-based Africa Press Service reports that Gudina Tumsa, the former 
general secretary of the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (ECMY) of Ethiopia, 
who disappeared 13 years ago after being seized by the former government of 
deposed dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam, was declared officially dead (29 
April). His body was among several others which were publicly exhumed from the 
grounds of the palace of former Emperor Haile Selassie. 


Tumsa was a founder member of the short-lived Council of Christian Churches 
in Ethiopia and became its first general secretary. The ecumenical body folded 
up the same year of its founding in 1979. 


An announcement by the provisional government of President Zenawi said the 
torture and final strangulation of the former church leader was carried out 
by a special commando death squad of the former regime. 


Outlining the circumstances of his disappearance, the government told Tumsa’s 
family that their relative was kidnapped by armed men in civilian clothes on 
the evening of 28 July 1979 and was never seen alive again. The former 
government persistently told relatives that Tumsa was alive. 


His kidnapping, said the announcement, was followed by an unspecified stretch 
of time in prison, after which he was brutally murdered and secretly buried 
in the sprawling gardens of the Ras Kass Palace situated in the rolling hills 
of northern Addis Ababa. 


The report said Tumsa, together with Abuna Theophelos, former Patriarch of the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, were buried in the plush gardens of the palace 
which was mostly used by Mengistu’s security men. 


According to a witness who identified the spot where Tumsa was buried, the 
former church leader was strangled using a specially made belt because of his 
unusually tall frame. 


The report said Tumsa’s remains are now awaiting re-burial by the ECMY. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.34 
Christian student body consultation discusses ’new world order’ 


The Geneva-headquartered World Student Christian Federation held a 
consultation (14-17 April) in New York to discuss the changes which have taken 
place over the years and their implications for the churches. 


Meeting under the theme ‘Reading the Signs of the Time: Churches and 
International Institutions in a Changing International Context’, the 25 
participants from 19 countries also discussed the emergence of the United 
States as the sole military power, the collapse of communism in the former 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, the ‘exploitative and dehumanizing 
consequences of the spread of the capitalist system’ in the Third World and 
the instability resulting from the economic confrontation between the US, 
Japan and Europe. The consultation concluded that a reflection on the changes 
in the world needs to be undertaken. They said this reflection ‘needs to 
tackle complex issues such as the crisis of modernity as expressed in many 
ways, be it religious fundamentalism or nationalism; to map out a new vision 
and understanding of political societies, to question the underlying value 
systems and the basic assumptions such as equality, democracy and human rights 
...’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.35 
Egypt: religious clashes claim thirteen lives 


Thirteen people were killed and others injured in clashes between Muslims and 
Christians in the upper Egyptian village of Sanabu (4 May). According to press 
reports, the clashes were caused by long-standing feuds between people of the 
two religions. In a 7-May letter to Pope Shenouda of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Egypt, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said he was deeply 
saddened by the violent attacks and assured the pope of ‘our prayers’ and our 
constant concern for you and all your people...’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.36 
Belgium: United Protestants urge action on racism 


The United Protestant Church of Belgium has called on all its parishes and 
members to take ‘concrete initiatives’ in what it describes as the ‘present 
situation of intolerance and xenophobia’ in the country. 


In an Easter message, the synodical council of the church reminds Belgian 
Protestants that they are themselves a minority and that ‘the entire Bible 
speaks to us of our obligations towards the stranger’. 


Despite the church’s good record of work among migrants, foreigners, Jews and 
Muslims, the message asks ‘Are we free of all intolerance? Do we not repeat 
with others that foreigners are taking our jobs or causing rents to rise, that 
there is no longer security in our cities or that North Africans are all 
delinquents?’ The message appeals to each congregation to build encounters and 
exchanges in its own area ‘in order to break down the walls of rejection, 
racism and hate’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.37 
Church of England debate on inter-faith worship continues 


Guidance for the Church of England on multi-faith worship - though not yet a 
code of practice - has been provided by the Inter-faith Consultative Group of 
the church’s Board of Mission in a booklet published 29 April. 


A substantial minority of Anglicans are strongly opposed to multi-faith 
worship. Last year, at least a fifth of the Church of England’s clergy ignored 
the advice of Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, and signed an open letter 
calling on their leaders to oppose and, where possible, prevent gatherings for 
inter-faith worship and prayer in the Church of England. 


The latest booklet pointed out that multi-faith worship ‘will not form part 
of the "normal" diet of Christian worship’. It recognized that Christian 
participation in inter-faith worship would raise matters of concern. ‘Above 
all, there must be no slide into either syncretism (a thoughtless confusion 
of different faith traditions) or idolatry (giving worship to that which is 
not God)’, it said. 


But the booklet began by illustrating some of the delicate situations that 
could arise. Should, for example, the annual Remembrance Day service in the 
cathedral include participation by representatives of the Hindu, Muslim, Sikh 
and Jewish communities whose members also lost their lives in this century’s 
war - and should the imam of the city’s large Muslim community be invited to 
give a short address? 


At a press conference on 27 April, the group’s chairperson, Bishop Christopher 
Mayfield of Wolverhampton, said the question Christians had to ask themselves 
was: ‘Can we pray and worship together without being disloyal to our own 
understanding and experience of the character of God and without asking people 
of other faiths to compromise their faith?’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.38 
UK: church newspaper ceases publication 


The UK-based Christian Today newspaper has ceased publication after 15 years, 
according to an end-of-April letter from its editors. The letter said the 
newspaper, which has been produced on a voluntary basis, has had to cease 
publication ‘because of the increase of other demands on our time ...’. The 
editors, Elizabeth Jones, Judy Robinson and Ian Stubbs thanked ‘all who have 
helped to make the paper a success’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.39 
Australia: Anglican leaders appeal on Cambodian refugees 


The Australian Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, Donald Robinson, has asked Prime 
Minister Paul Keating not to return forcefully Cambodian asylum seekers, 
‘whether or not they meet the narrow definition of refugee’. 


In a letter of 23 April to the prime minister, Robinson said he shared the 
dismay of many in the community that the government could contemplate the 
forced return of asylum seekers to Cambodia given the continuing civil war 
‘and the recurring and arbitrary persecution or execution of civilians deemed 
to be collaborators by one warring group or another’. 


Robinson commended the Australian government’s efforts in diplomatic peace 
initiatives in the region, but questioned the assumption that Australia could 
be integrated into the South-East Asian region without sharing the burdens 
Australia’s neighbours have had to carry for many years. 


‘Let’s continue to be diplomatic peace-makers’, he said, adding ‘let us 
continue to provide military peace-keepers. Let us continue to build peace 
through development assistance. But let us also accept the burden inherent in 
being "neighbours" by accepting those who have reached our shores in search 
of asylum. 


Robinson supported the call by the Australian Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, Edward Clancy, for the minister of 
immigration, Gerry Hand, to grant a four-year temporary entry permit to those 
Cambodian asylum seekers not recognised as refugees who were currently in 
detention in Australia. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.40 
World Reformed seminar on dialogue held 


Unity conversations over twenty years between the Reformed Churches and other 
Christian bodies - Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans, Baptists, 
Methodists, Mennonites and Disciples of Christ - were the topic of a 
conference held (21-25 April) at Princeton Theological Seminary, New 
Jersey/USA. The consultation was sponsored by the Geneva-based World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches (WARC) and hosted by the Seminary. 


According to a press release from WARC dated 24 April, the meeting discussed 
what had already been achieved in the process of dialogue, what to expect in 
the future and whether different strategies need to be followed up in order 
to bring closer unity. 


The WARC represents over 180 Reformed, Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches in over 80 countries in all parts of the world. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.41 
President Bush responds to Castro’s ’Earth Summit’ letter 


President George Bush has responded to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro’s 
letter in which he urged the US leader to attend the United Nations Conference 
on Development and Environment (UNCED) or ‘Earth Summit’ to be held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in June. In his letter, Castro challenged Bush to show his 
government’s commitment to the preservation of the earth (EPS 92.04.25) by 
attending the summit. 


In a reply signed by Allan Bromley, presidential assistant for Science and 
Technology, President Bush said the United States ‘is aggressively pursuing 
international efforts to address problems related to climate change, ozone 
depletion, forests, oceans, biological diversity, and technology cooperation 
with developing countries’. 


The letter specifically mentioned the signing by President Bush in 1990 of the 
Clean Air Act which aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions, the proposal 
to improve energy efficiency in power generation and transmission, buildings, 
appliances, lighting, and transportation, which will reduce related carbon 
dioxide emissions. [over] 


president bush/2 


The letter also said President Bush was the first head of state to commit his 
country unilaterally to accelerating the date for the complete phaseout of the 
production of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). As a result of that action, the 
letter said, the phaseout date of the CFCs, which deplete the Earth’s ozone 
layer, has been moved up to 31 December 1995. On the forthcoming summit, the 
letter said President Bush is ‘committed to achieving international agreement 
on a framework convention on climate change. In addition to a global 
agreement on climate change, the Bush administration also hopes UNCED will 
produce strategies and specific initiatives to improve conservation of 
forests, oceans, and biological diversity, and to increase technology 
cooperation with developing countries. You can be sure that the United States 
will be well represented at this conference’. 


President Bush has since announced that he will participate in the ‘Earth 
Summit’ next month. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.42 
Staff input sought as search for new WCC head continues 


As the search for a new World Council of Churches’ general secretary 
continues, the staff of the Geneva-based ecumenical body have been urged to 
participate in the process (EPS 92.04.20). 


A letter circulated to the staff dated 30 April and signed by the Search 
Committee’s moderator, Janice Love (Methodist/USA), said the Committee is 
‘interested in knowing your concerns, comments, and suggestions’. 


According to procedures approved for the selection of the new general 
secretary - who will succeed Emilio Castro when he retires on 31 December 1992 
- the committee expects to select two or three candidates for a further 
interview at its meeting in August just prior to the Central Committee 
meeting. On that basis, the Search Committee hopes to present a single 
nomination for a Central Committee discussion and decision, now scheduled for 
Sunday, 23 August in Geneva. The Search Committee moderator’s letter said she 
had been requested by the Committee to ‘meet with anyone on the staff who 
wants to convey comments to the Committee prior to our meeting’, adding that 
the staff are ‘crucial to the success of WCC work, and your perspectives on 
the search are highly valued’. 


The letter urged the staff to take advantage ‘of this opportunity’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.43 
British, Irish churches meet on Yugoslav crisis 


A two-day consultation on ‘The Yugoslav Crisis and the Role of Churches’ was 
held in London (5-6 May). Organized by the Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland in association with the Churches’ East-West European Relations 
Network, the meeting brought together over 20 representatives of British and 
Irish churches and associated bodies, and representatives of churches of the 
former Yugoslav republic. The World Council of Churches was represented by 
Elizabeth Salter of the ecumenical body’s Programme Unit III - Justice, Peace 
and Creation. 


The meeting was aimed, among others, at enabling the British churches to 
become more fully informed of the conflicts in the Balkans, especially in 
Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia-Hercegovina, and the religious dimensions of the 
crisis, to offer a sign of solidarity and concern for the suffering peoples 
of the republics and their churches, to encourage their pursuit of peace, and 
to consider what particular contributions the churches of the two countries, 
in partnership with the other churches of Europe, can make in the search for 
peace. 


The consultation concluded that the British and Irish churches could 
contribute to the long-term process of peace-making by twinnings and 
partnerships between local communities and churches; by developing a greater 
understanding of the churches there, especially the Orthodox Church, and by 
relating to government at British/Irish and European Community level the 
concerns of the churches and groups engaged in peacemaking in the former 
Yugoslavia; especially by encouraging links between the Irish churches and 
those of the former Yugoslav Republics. The proposals will be considered by 
the Council of Churches in Britain and Ireland at a later stage. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.05.44 
ECUTEXT: A Cry for Life: The Spirituality of the Third World 


[This is the text of a statement issued by the Third General 
Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World 
Theologians, which met 5-16 January, in Nairobi, Kenya. It has 
been abridged for EPS] 


--- The Assembly meets at a time when the Third World in general and Africa 
in particular are going through unprecedented changes. The poor and the 
marginalised groups have discovered their collective power, and the impact of 
their corporate cry for life is opening up avenues for their participation in 
decision-making and processes. Signs of hope are clearly discernible all 
over the African continent from Cape to Cairo; encouraging changes have taken 
place and continue to take place in South Africa, Zimbabwe, Angola and Kenya. 


These signs of hope, however, are countered by new problems and the 
frustrations they give rise to: ethnic conflicts in South Africa, Somalia and 
the Sudan and Liberia, and the continuing civil war in Mozambique and the 
consequent exodus of refugees and displaced people. Foreign interference in 
local affairs, deteriorating economic situation, population explosion, the 
growing incidence of AIDS, deforestation, the growing gap between the rich 
north and the poor south on the one hand and between the third-world 
politicians who siphon off national resources into foreign banks and cling to 
power and the worsening poverty of the people. 


The cry of the Third World is not a passive cry of resignation to the 
realities of death. It is a strident witness to the persistence of life. 

The cry for life is not a cry of despair, sorrow, hopelessness or grief. Bt 
is a cry that denies victory to torture, detainment, starvation and military 
might. It is a cry for bread, rice, water, land, housing, jobs, health care. 


The cry of the Third World is indeed raised from the midst of misery and from 
within situations in which the forces of death are rampant; in which children 
die by the thousands from diseases related to malnutrition while elsewhere 
food is wasted, milk and grain are destroyed, and resources are hijacked from 
life’s needs to a life of luxury and to the production of weapons of 
annihilation. 


The cry of the Third World is from the midst of the politics of the powerful 
who rule by torture, assassination and the contriving of the disappearance of 
women and men, and who commit aggression through proxy wars. The cry rises 
from the midst of structures designed for our subjugation, marginalisation and 
extinction, through distorted priorities, skewed agricultural policies, unjust 
trade arrangements and inhuman economic manipulations and pressure tactics - 
all practised and imposed in brutal and subtle ways by neo-colonialism and the 
international imperialism of money built up through the atrocities, cruelties 
and robberies during the era of military colonialism. The cry is from places 
where people are killed everyday for maintaining that the poor have a right 
to live and for believing that children must be given food, and justice must 
be practised. The cry comes from within situations in which domination is 
transnational, and counts on allies in our own midst. 


The third-world cry for life is one, multi-tonal cry. It reflects the 
various ways oppression assaults third-world life. It carries the cries of 
countries protesting economic indenture to IMF and the World Bank. rec 
contains the cries of nature against technological devastation. It contains 
the cries of religious cultures oppressed by the dominant ones. It carries 
the cries of the innocent massacred by the bombs of the sophisticated 
technology of war. 


It carries the cries of indigenous, tribal and Aboriginal peoples for land, 
Civil rights, autonomy and cultural respect. It carries the cries of 
refugees, children, displaced people and those afflicted with AIDS, cries 
against the discrimination of homosexuals, those who suffer from economic 
oppression, women forced into prostitution, victims of drug abuse and the 
unjust politics of health care. 


It carries the cries of Blacks against apartheid. It carries the cries of 
the dalits against the apartheid of caste oppression. It carries the cries 
of women against patriarchal dominance and sexual violence. ... [over] 


third world theologians/2 


Meeting in 1992, the year that marks the 500th anniversary of the colonial 
conquest, we are painfully aware that the tentacles of power are still 
colonial in one form or another. 


The collapse of the historical expressions of socialism in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union raises with urgency questions about alternative ways for 
Third World development. It is now clear that the major causes for the failure 
of historical socialism are non-democratic forms of government, the imposition 
of a centralized economy, the denial of people’s participation and their 
ethnic and cultural identity and of freedom for the spiritual development of 
the people. The present crisis was brought about by people asserting and 
fighting for their rights and freedom in a context where imperialist 
frameworks persisted. ... 


Our analysis of the global context is incomplete if we do not address 
ourselves to the growing divisions among our own people in the Third World and 
the violence committed on one another. To a large extent they are the result 
of a process of internalizing the aggressive values of dominant societies. 
Our elites perpetuate their dominance over the majority, increasing the misery 
of the poor. Among our religious institutions there are churches in most 
places which tend to be elitist, racist and sexist. ... 


For many decades, women of the Third World have been active participants in 
struggles for justice, for human rights, for economic and political freedom 
and in movements for the integrity of creation. 


Around the 70s there was a fresh wave of activism when women of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America and the US minorities started identifying themselves as 
women and naming the specific forms of violence and marginalisation they 
experience, while continuing their active solidarity within and critical 
support for the struggles of other oppressed groups in their socieites. ... 


The violence that women experience can be overt and even brutal - rape, 
incest, beating in the domestic sphere, prostitution especially related to 
tourism and the rest and recreation industry for defence personnel, and 
violence related to certain religious and cultural practices. ... 


-..- Those who have been the most oppressed and dispossessed for the last 500 
years are today emerging as a great source of new life and energy. The 
autochtonous peoples of our Third World, called Indios or Indigenous in the 
American continent, are coming forth with new proposals for life which 
question radically our modern societies, churches and theologies. ... 


In spite of being considered for many years as pilgrims, migrants, strangers, 
foreigners, temporary and transitional communities, today the Hispanic/Latino 
people in the United States feel moved to personal and collective recuperation 
that includes both their spiritual strength and their transforming energies 
with the objective of affirming a new identity. ... 


-.- The ecological movements are demanding an alternative form of development 
which calls for a halt to the violence committed to nature and human beings 
and the unlimited demand for non-renewable resources. These movements are 
bringing to our awareness how some countries are forced to trade their forests 
and national resources for debt relief and to be dumping places for nuclear 
and chemical wastes from rich nations, causing massive ecological destruction. 


eee 


We celebrate our spirituality in songs, rituals and symbols which show the 
energizing Spirit animating the community to move together in response to God. 
All existence is spiritual, our way of life as third-world peoples is 
spiritual. The spiritual traditions of indigenous peoples - Native Americans, 
Aborigines, Maoris, Dalits, Tribal peoples of India and Black Africans in 
Africa - are a powerful reminder of this fact. ... 


--- AS an organization of theologians we can contribute by participating in 
the people’s efforts, learning from them and supporting them by our faith, 
analysis and commitment. 


We need to work everywhere to share in existing movements, and helping to 
form, strengthen and correlate people’s groups and movements around their felt 
needs. Such basic Christian and basic human groups can be the primary bases 
for national and global people’s movements. ...[EPS] 
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KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


KKKKKKKKkKk KKK Kk Kk kkk 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned to, The Personnel Office, World Council of Churches, 150 Route de 
Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. The closing date for all positions is 
Be July 1992. 


- Executive Secretary for Church and Ecumenical Relations in the Office of 
Church and Ecumenical Relations, General Secretariat. 


- Publications Editor in the Communications Department, General Secretariat. 


- Programme Secretary - Racial Justice Issues in the Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation. 


- Executive Secretary - International Affairs in the Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation. 


- Finance Officer - Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKE 
The following situation report is available from the WCC Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


situation report (number 17, 4 May) on Mozambique relief programme. 


EME KKK KKKKKKKEKKK 
Appeals from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 


Zaire: US$ 140 000 (extension of appeal) 
Bangladesh: US$ 360 000 (extension of appeal) 
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WCC deplores situation in Thailand 


The World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro has expressed 
‘deep concern’ at the violent political crisis in Thailand ‘which has caused 
heavy loss of life and injuries among the civilian population’. 


In a letter he wrote (21 May) to Sint Kimhachandra, general secretary of The 
Church of Christ in Thailand, Castro said the WCC deplored the use of force 
by the military against peaceful demonstrators, and stands with the victims 
and their families. 


‘We pray for and support any initiative on your part leading to a return to 
dialogue and reconciliation between the government and the political 
opposition, with the participation of the civil society in Thailand, including 
many in the Buddhist and Christian communities’. 


Earlier, Christian Conference of Asia Executive Secretary Clement John wrote 
to Prime Minister General Suchinda Kraprayoon of Thailand expressing concern 
at the violence there. 


The 16-May letter said the outbreak of violence and the use of force by the 
military against peaceful demonstrators has ‘pained us’. The demonstrators 
were demanding the removal of the prime minister and the installation of an 
elected leader. 


The letter said: ‘We call on your Excellency to abandon all resort to violence 
as a means of resolving the present crisis and exercise restraint in dealing 
with the people. We urge that a truly democratic process be started to meet 
the demands of the Thai people; that laws and the regulations that vitiate the 
rights and security of the people be lifted immediately to enable the people 
to go back to their normal lives.’ 


In an outline of the present situation in Thailand, John said the crisis has 
its roots in the 23 February 1991 military coup that overthrew the 
democratically-elected government of Chatchai Choonhaven, on grounds of 
corruption. The architect of the coup is the current prime minister, who was 
appointed to the position on 7 April by a coalition grouping five pro-military 
political parties that won the majority of seats in the March elections. 


John noted that the appointment of Suchinda became a rallying point for pro- 
democracy elements, because he was not elected to the parliament. To make 
matters worse, General Suchinda included three politicians in his cabinet who 
were declared ‘unusually rich’ by a special tribunal set up in 1991 to 
investigate charges of corruption against government officials. 


On 17 May, 200 000 people gathered at Sanam Luang Square in downtown Bangkok 
and marched on to parliament to demand the resignation of the prime minister. 
The demonstrators were baton-charged by the military and water cannons were 
used to disperse them. A state of emergency was declared. Several people were 
killed, and several others injured. Three-thousand were arrested, including 
a leading political opposition leader, Chamlong Sriumang. Sriumang has since 
been released. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.46 
Armenian patriarch visits WCC, holds talks with Castro 


The Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, Torkon Manougian, visited the Geneva 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches (22 May) and held discussions 
with General Secretary Emilio Castro and other WCC officials. The Armenian 
leader later met with WCC staff members from the Middle East and officials of 
the WCC Office of Ecumenical Relations. 


He told the staff that the Christian churches in Jerusalem desire peace and 
that the political situation ‘is a collective concern’ to all of them. He said 
that the Armenian Christian population is decreasing due to migration because 
of lack of jobs and housing, especially for the young people. ‘Young people 
do not see much hope in the current situation, but we are encouraging them to 
stay’, he said. The patriarch also spoke of the ‘new phenomenon of solidarity’ 
among Christian leaders, especially among the three patriarchs. ‘This 
solidarity is the ground on which we stand’, he said, adding that ’some people 
in authority are not happy with it’. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.05.47 
India: Former WCC official removed from govt post (7.x. Thomas’) 


Former World Council of Churches Central Committee moderator (1968-1975), 
M. M. Thomas, was removed as governor of the north-eastern Indian state of 
Nagaland in April, nearly two years after his appointment. Because Thomas had 
never been active in politics in India, his appointment as governor in 1990 
came as a surprise to himself and to many of his friends in the country and 
abroad. Not so his dismissal. 


A well-known ecumenical theologian, M. M. Thomas headed the WCC’s working 
group for Church and Society, and chaired the 1966 World Conference on Church 
and Society in Geneva before being elected Central Committee moderator at the 
Uppsala Assembly in 1968. 


In his memoirs, My Ecumenical Journey (1990), he described his goal as a 
fellowship that was at once Christ-centred and world-oriented, building up ‘a 
movement of Christian ecumenism as spiritual support to the larger ecumenism 
struggling for human community’. 


In 1975 Thomas was one of a tiny minority of Indian intellectuals who spoke 
out against Indira Gandhi’s declaration of emergency in the country. This 
courageous act of political dissent brought him to the attention of national 
leaders opposed to Gandhi and the Congress Party; and fifteen years later, 
after an opposition coalition won elections, he was invited to take over as 
governor of Nagaland. 


Nagaland is one of India’s smallest states, and its population of 1.2 million 
is largely tribal and 85 per cent Christian. The church has been chiefly 
responsible for the transition from village tribalism to Naga nationalism and 
modernity. 


The pace of transition led to the systematized corruption that has become a 
feature of the politics of the state. While the people have a high sense of 
private morality, there is little understanding of what public morality means 
or involves. 


As governor, Thomas had rapport with the churches, but that did not prevent 
the persistent defections from one party to another, and the culture of 
political corruption continued to precipitate crisis after crisis. In the most 
recent of these, Thomas, on the advice of the chief minister and without prior 
consultation with the central government, dissolved the state assembly in 
order to seek a fresh mandate from the people. 


Throughout his tenure he refused to act as an agent of the New Delhi 
government; and in a communiqué issued on the eve of his departure from 
Nagaland he said that ‘for exercising the powers given to a Governor by the 
Constitution, it would be wrong to seek the directions of the Central 
Government in any way. Such prior reference would only vitiate the 
constitutional provision. I would even go to the extent of saying that making 
a reference to higher authorities by a Governor when the powers are 
exclusively vested in him would amount to abdication of responsibility’. 


National press and constitutional experts supported Thomas, but the central 
government, unaccustomed to governors acting independently, could not view 
with unconcern the possibility, however remote, that other governors might 
become infected with integrity. M. M. Thomas had to go. 


Thomas has rejoined his 97-year-old mother in his old home in a village near 
Tiruvalla, Kerala. He plans to write three or four books, including one on 
Nagaland and another on the relativities of politics - on both of which he can 
now speak with some authority. [EPS] 


[T.K. Thomas is former publications editor in the WCC Communication 
Department in Geneva. He now lives in his native India.] 
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Anglican leader urges Catholics to support artificial birth control 


Leader of world Anglicanism and Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, has 
urged the Roman Catholic Church to drop its opposition to artificial birth 
control. 


In an interview with The Daily Telegraph newspaper (18 May) Carey noted that 
the world’s population would rise by 97 million people a year until the end 
of the decade, and was than expected to double by the middle of the 21st 
Century. ‘I try to understand the Roman Catholic position’, he said. ‘I don’t 
fully understand it. I do believe it is a very important issue that they have 
got to address’. 


On a visit to New York earlier in May, Carey had asked United Nations 
officials why the question of population control was not to be discussed at 
the ‘Earth Summit’ in Rio de Janeiro/Brazil in June. There had been ‘an 
uncomfortable silence’, said Carey. ‘We were faced with religious issues and, 
I have to say - with respect - the dominant dogma of the Roman Catholic Church 
about contraception’. 


Referring to Pope Paul VI’s 1968 encyclical Humanae Vitae, which reaffirmed 
the traditional condemnation of ‘artificial’ methods of birth control, the 
Anglican leader said: ‘It actually stopped theological thinking. The moment 
the pope actually says this is a dogma, it creates a very big problem for the 
Church of Rome. That’s their problem. It’s also ours, in the sense that all 
of us are caught up in it’. 


Pointing out that both the Anglican and the Roman Catholic Churches had once 
taken the view that procreation was the only permissible purpose of sexual 
intercourse, he said that Anglicans now took a broader view and saw sex as an 
expression of relationship, a gift of love. ‘We don’t have any problem about 
contraception’, he said. ‘It is wrong that the wife should bear the burden of 
lots of children. A woman can go on producing until kingdom come. Charles 
Wesley, the founder of Methodism, was child number 23’. 


The Anglican Communion’s decision at the 1930 Lambeth Conference gave 
qualified approval to birth control. The decision prompted Pius XI’s forceful 
condemnation of such practices in his encyclical Casti connubii published in 
December of the same year. The Lambeth resolution in fact described complete 
abstinence as ‘the primary and obvious method’ of limiting or avoiding 
parenthood, but agreed that ‘other methods may be used, provided that this is 
done in the light of Christian principles’. 


Carey’s views drew responses from three leading Roman Catholic bishops; 
Cardinal Basil Hume, archbishop of Westminster, Archbishop Derek Worlock of 
Liverpool, and Bishop Cormac Murphy-O’Connor of Arundel and Brighton. Murphy- 
O’Connor is a co-chairperson of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International 
Commission. 


All three emphasized that, in Cardinal Hume’s words, ‘one of the principal 
causes of high population growth in the Third World is poverty’. 


The cardinal, who noted that the Catholic Church advocated responsible 
parenthood by endorsing natural methods of limiting the size of families, 
pointed out that the relationship between population and the environment was 
much debated among experts. 


‘Strategies for the future of the planet inevitably require a coordinated and 
constructive approach to all three issues of population, the environment, and 
poverty - none of which should be tackled in isolation’, said Cardinal Hume, 
adding, ‘This may well demand of the developed world sacrifices and 
restraint’. 


Archbishop Worlock described Carey’s views as ‘unhelpful’ as an approach to 
the Earth Summit and to Carey’s visit to Rome in early June. Recalling the 
statement issued on 28 April by the Roman Catholic bishops of England and 
Wales, he said that population pressures on the environment could not be 
tackled without facing the causes of poverty - including the disproportionate 
consumption of resources by the rich countries of the North. ‘Without the 
North’s willingness to accept radical structural change, involving sacrifice 
in living standards, the root problem of poverty in the South will not be 
solved’, he added. [over] 
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Describing enforced population control as both immoral and impractical, he 
said: ‘A massive programme of aid from the North is needed to promote the 
conditions which favour stable family relations’. 


Bishop Murphy-O’Connor argued that Humanae Vitae had stimulated theological 
thinking rather than the opposite. ‘The fact is that the disagreement of the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican Communion over the question of 
contraception is only one of a series of issues that have been pressed upon 
Christians as a result of the technological invasion of the preserves of human 
intimacy’, he said. 


In another development, Archbishop Carey severely criticised the profit motive 
in business in a church service address in Derby Cathedral (10 May) organized 
in thanksgiving for the achievements of British industry. He said that in his 
view the ultimate purpose of industry is to serve our fellow human beings by 
creating goods and service to meet their needs. 


‘It is not to make money for its own sake’, he said, ‘It is not to make 
profits for shareholders, nor to create salaries and wages for the industrial 
community. These are necessary conditions for success but not its purpose. 
Nor can the purpose of industry be to serve the market, as if the market were 
master instead of servant of human need’. 


He also criticized excessive dividends and excessive pay rises for senior 
executives. ‘Massive individual pay rises during a recession do not encourage 
public support for wealth creation’, he emphasized. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.49 
South Africa: Chikane urges removal of leaders named in murder plot 


South African Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane has demanded 
the resignation of any government minister who was aware of plans to murder 
prominent anti-apartheid activists in the Eastern Cape area in 1985, according 
to an 18-May report from the Southern African Church News. 


In a letter sent to President F.W. de Klerk, Chikane also asked the South 
African leader to indicate a date when criminal charges will be brought 
against ‘highly placed officials of the government, including former State 
President P.W. Botha’, involved in the planning of the killings. 


Chikane’s demands are based on evidence revealed in major South African 
newspapers: an official government document ordering the murder of three 
Eastern Cape community leaders, Matthew Goniwe, Mbulelo Goniwe and Fort 
Calata. 


The memorandum, sent to the State Security Council by the Eastern Province 
Joint Management Centre, proposes that the community leaders should be 
‘permanently removed from society, as a matter of urgency’. 


This should be done, the memorandum said, despite the fact that ‘widespread 
reaction can be expected, locally as well as internationally, because of the 
importance of these persons’. The message was signed by Lt. Lourens du 
Plessis on the instructions of General C.P. van der Westhuisen, who today is 
the Military Intelligence chief of staff of the South African Defence Force. 


Twenty days after the message was sent on 7 June 1985, four community leaders, 
among them Matthew Goniwe and Fort Calata, were forced out of their car and 
assassinated. Their bodies were stabbed and charred. A police inquest at the 
time stated that no one was to blame for their assassinations. 


The State Security Council at the time, led by the State President, included 
at least three present cabinet members, Foreign Minister Pik Botha, Justice 
Minister Kobie Coetsee and former Defence Minister Magnus Malan, now in charge 
of the Ministry of Water and Forestry. 


In his letter to de Klerk, Chikane also called for a judicial commission to 
investigate the murders and the suspension of Defence Force members who have 
been implicated in the crime. In a subsequent message, Chikane also called for 
-the lifting of ‘relevant parts of the Officials Secrets Act’ and assurances 
for the safety of witnesses within the South African Police and Defence Force 
who are willing to testify. [EPS] 
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Church of Scotland assembly on situation in Malawi ;robert Nnowel1") 


At its general assembly meeting in Edinburgh/Scotland (19 May), the Church of 
Scotland gave its wholehearted support to the stand taken by the Roman 
Catholic Church in Malawi with its pastoral letter that led to the deportation 
of one of its signatories, the Irish missionary John Roche, who was apostolic 
administrator of Mzuzu (EPS 92.04.07, 05.17). 


The Church of Scotland assured its sister church, the Church of Central Africa 
Presbyterian and the Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches in Malawi of 
‘prayerful support in their courageous and responsible initiatives to address 
honestly the social and political challenges facing the people’. It called on 
the government of Malawi to provide ‘tangible and irreversible evidence of a 
basic transformation’ in its observance of fundamental human rights. The 
assembly ‘regretfully’ endorsed the action of major aid donors in withholding 
development aid for a limited period, while affirming the ‘undisputed need for 
urgent humanitarian aid’ in view of the current drought and the influx of one 
million refugees from Mozambique. 


And, while the assembly placed on record that it was erroneous to describe 
Malawi’s ‘Life President’ Kamuzu Banda, as ‘an elder of the Church of 
Scotalnd’ (he was ordained such in Edinburgh in 1941), it urged him ‘to open 
his ears to what the world is saying about the denials of human rights in 
Malawi’ and pleaded with him ‘to take drastic action to improve his image 
before it is too late’. 


The assembly said it was with a feeling of immense sadness that someone who 
had won the admiration and affection of those who had known him when he was 
working as a doctor in Britain should have ended up presiding over a 
tyrannical and oppresive regime. Kamuzu Banda, a medical doctor by profession, 
trained and practised in Britain before returning home in the early sixties 
to lead the independence movement in the then-Nyasaland, now Malawi. 


Fergus Macpherson, whose father had ordained Banda an elder in 1941, described 
the situation in Malawi as ‘one of the supreme human tragedies of our time’. 
He recalled that as a medical doctor in Liverpool, Banda had paid peoples’ 
rents to prevent them being evicted. 


A missionary on leave from Malawi, Kenneth Ross, spoke of the climate of fear 
that exists in Malawi today and the lack of freedom of speech and of 
association. Describing the Catholic bishops’ pastoral letter as ‘a word of 
judgement which was received by the people as a word of liberation’, he said 
the people welcomed it not only as a judgement on what had gone wrong in the 
past but as an agenda for the future that offered hope. ‘’The terrible sadness 
is that the civil authorities, instead of even considering the points raised 
by the church, have lashed out with the iron fist of repression’, he said. 


On 12 May, John Roche expressed disappointment that the Vatican has not yet 
spoken out publicly in support of the Roman Catholic bishops of Malawi.’ The 
message coming out from Malawi at the moment, both from the bishops and from 
the Christians, is: ‘Where is the Vatican in all this?’, Roche told a press 
conference in London. ‘Their silence is giving a message, and to me it is not 
giving the right message’. 


During his visit to Rome earlier, Roche was told by Cardinal Jozef Tomko, 
Prefect of Propaganda, and by Archbishop Jean-Louis Tauran, head of the 
section of the Secretariat of State which deals with relations with other 
states, that they both fully support the Malawian bishops. ‘I think the time 
is over for saying these things in private’, Roche said, adding ‘The time is 
now to say it in public’. 


In a related development, the Catholic bishops of England and Wales described 
the deportation of Roche as ‘another example of the arbitrary use of power 
which tends to justify the widespread criticism of its record on human rights 
issues’. 


In a statement released following their meeting in Westminster (27-30 April), 
the bishops expressed their support for the bishops in Malawi. They said the 
Malawian bishops’ letter ‘expressed fundamental moral truths of great 
practical importance for the good of Malawi and its people’. [EPS] 


[Robert Nowell is a freelance writer based in the United Kingdom] 
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USA: United Methodist Conference makes budget decisions (*rracy Early) 


Budget decisions by delegates at the recent United Methodist General 
Conference mean that general, undesignated contributions to the World Council 
of Churches, (US) National Council of Churches and Consultation on Church 
Union (COCU) will be lower in the 1993-96 quadrennium than the current level, 
according to the general secretary of the church’s ecumenical unit. 


Bruce Robbins of the Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns 
said ecumenical bodies were not singled out, but that the Interdenominational 
Cooperation Fund was one of several items cut as delegates acted to reduce 
apportionment increases from a proposed 4.5 per cent a year. 


A 2.5 per cent rise was approved, he said, to cover some costs that could not 
be held at past levels and new mission initiatives such as those launched for 
Hispanics, Native Americans, the elderly and the deaf. Delegates also voted 
to build a ‘shalom zone’ in part of the burned out area of Los Angeles. 


Robbins, interviewed the day after the top policy-making body of the United 
Methodist Church concluded its quadrennial meeting in Louisville/Kentucky, 
USA, (5-15 May), said he had never seen a general conference with so many 
closely-divided votes. 


Actions there, he said, left his commission with an internal ‘ecumenical’ task 
of working for reconciliation of United Methodists, overcoming ‘ideological 
polarization’ and ‘’rebuilding trust’. 


He noted that a move to withdraw from the Religious Coalition for Abortion 
Rights was among the sharply-divisive votes - 448 for ending support, 485 
against. 


Declining to describe the polarization in the common liberal-conservative 
terms, he said ‘I see it more as a church in search of authentic mission, with 
people of different convictions, and uncertain how much diversity is allowed’. 


In another major battle, delegates rejected 710-238 a committee proposal that 
the church acknowledge lack of a common mind on homosexuality and drop the 
current stance that it is ‘incompatible with Christian teaching’. 


A recommendation of considerable symbolic significance, to move the Board of 
Global Ministries somewhere away from New York, was approved, but only 
485-470. And the action made the ultimate outcome dependent on 1996 decisions 
about an alternate site and ways of paying for the move. 


Although advocates of the move have cited high operating costs in New York, 
they have also criticized the board’s policy directions, and charged that its 
New York location made it prone to ignore the needs and views of rank and file 
United Methodists. 


Opponents of the move, in turn, have charged that the proposal was motivated 
at least in part by racism and discontent with the board’s orientation toward 
ethnic minorities and other poor people. 


‘As in much of American society’, Robbins said ‘there is a general sense of 
distrust of national administration, and a feeling of alienation and 
dissatisfaction regarding all our board and agencies, not just the Board of 
Global Ministries.’ 


Despite the polarization, he emphasized, General Conference delegates moved 
forward on several fronts. They took steps that, he said, will eventually add 
a permanent diaconate to the United Methodist clergy, though specific measures 
to implement the change were narrowly defeated this time. 


Robbins also noted that delegates took a significant action in approving 
appointment for the first time of a bishop to serve in the former Soviet 
Union, the Commonwealth of Independent States. [EPS] 


[Tracy Early is a freelance writer based in New York, USA] 
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Denmark: African, Nordic church leaders meet on drought, pledge aid 


About 40 church leaders from Eastern and Southern Africa and representatives 
of the Kenya-based All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) met at the Annual General Meeting of the Fellowship 
of Councils of Churches in Eastern and Southern Africa (FOCCESA) at Hillerod 
near Copenhagen in Denmark (18-20 May). 


The Assembly reviewed the severe and crippling drought in the southern and 
eastern regions of Africa and its impact on the people and the economies of 
their countries. The delegates shared their concern over the plight and misery 
of over 25 million people in these countries as the worst drought in living 
memory unfolds. 


Delegates committed themselves to undertake emergency measures with the 
support of their partners in the North, to help alleviate the hardships faced 
by people in the worst-hit areas. 


Klaus Poser, head of the WCC’s Unit IV - Sharing and Service, announced that 
the WCC and other donor agencies had already pledged to raise the amount of 
50 million US dollars towards the disaster which threatens to become a major 
catastrophe in the affected countries. The other donor agencies are the 
Lutheran World Service and the Catholic Relief Agency, Caritas International. 


The AACC will convene a meeting in Nairobi in June for staff of National 
Councils of Churches involved in disaster action. . They will assess the 
drought situation and needs in affected countries of Angola, Botswana, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. They will also identify available infrastructures and 
effective ways of co-ordinating with other groups. 


The AACC, together with FOCCESA, will also identify someone to co-ordinate the 
work at sub-regional level. 


The General Secretary of the AACC, José Chipenda, outlined the need for co- 
ordination, advocacy and communication in the execution of the drought relief 
measures. 


The FOCCESA General Assembly stressed the need for the promotion of awareness- 
building to launch relief operations immediately. 


The FOCCESA Assembly is taking place in Copenhagen to coincide with the 
holding of the Third Review Conference on Co-operation between churches in the 
Nordic and Eastern and Southern African countries under the Memorandum of 
Cooperation signed between the churches and congregations in the two regions 
(EPS 91.05.59). 


Before the start of the FOCCESA Assembly and the Review Conference, the 
FOCCESA delegates undertook familiarisation visits to Denmark, Faeroe Islands, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.53 
Albanian Orthodox Church enjoys new lease of life 


The Albanian Orthodox Church, outlawed by the country’s former hard-line 
Communist regime, is experiencing a spectacular renewal, requiring a major 
reorganization effort. Unprecedented numbers of citizens flocked to worship 
services in cities across the nation throughout Holy Week and Easter, 
partaking of communion and going to confession. 


Some 15 000 worshippers attended the Easter service (during the night of 
Saturday to Sunday) in Tirana‘’s Orthodox Church of the Assumption. The entire 
3-hour service was broadcast nationwide on television and radio, as were 
greetings from the president read at the end of the service, and Sunday 
evening vespers. Albanian church-state relations have been highly cordial 
since recent elections, when power changed hands. During the new government's 
investiture, the president first welcomed the ‘venerable representatives of 
the clergy’. [EPS] 
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African spiritual churches urge ’reconciliation’ with historical churches 


The Organization of African Instituted Churches (OAIC), a Kenya-based body 
which groups more than 143 ‘Spiritual’ churches on the African continent, has 
said the independent churches ‘cannot be ignored anymore’ and that 
‘indifference’ to their existence will not make them ‘disappear’. The IOAC’s 
position is spelt out in a brochure titled ‘A New Force of Christian 
Churches’, just released. 


The brochure says the African Independent Churches are the fastest growing 
churches in the world, ‘even more than the Pentecostals in South America’ and 
that their growth is a result of ‘their decision to discontinue or to not 
relate to mission churches, their missionaries and their structures’. 


The main reason for this, the brochure says, is that the leaders of the 
African Independent Churches ‘felt that the missionary zeal to save souls from 
eternal damnation with Christianity robed in foreign clothes did not take into 
account the fact that the western God was spiritually inadequate and 
irrelevant to deal with the reality of the many aspects of our lives. 


‘The result was a Christian faith and conviction which was only "skin-deep" 
or superstitious, in spite of the successful spread of Christianity on the 
continent’, added the brochure. 


The OAIC says the Independent Churches were attempts by Africans to live their 
Christian faith ‘in our own national garb without an "a priori" theologizing. 
We sought to establish a Christianity of the Bible as we saw it, without 
western additions and in harmony with our own cultural heritage. We attempted 
to come to grips with the traditional beliefs and practices and world views 
implied; to make an existential interpretation of salvation history’. 


The OAIC says the major challenge it faces is to bring about ‘reconciliation’ 
of its members with the historical churches. ‘The mainline churches have cared 
for their own people in Africa, considering us as non-Christians to be ignored 
at best, and persecuted at worst’, and that ‘the time has arrived for the 
Universal Christian Church to uplift the African Independent Churches as 
brothers and sisters serving one Lord ...’. 


The brochure concluded: ‘We cannot forget that the historical churches have 
their history in division, and that is why they come together through the 
World Council of Churches to celebrate their unity in Jesus Christ as well as 
their diversity ...’.[EPS] 


EPS 92.05.55 
CUBA: church leader sees hope of religious access to media 


The head of the Ecumenical Council of Cuba (ECC), Orestes Gonzales, has said 
that Christians there are now free to use the media to transmit ‘our message 
to all our people’. 


Gonzales’ remarks were prompted by the broadcast of the Easter Sunday service 
held in Havana’s First Reformed Presbyterian Church over Cuba’s national radio 
network, the fourth such religious broadcast since December 1990. The preacher 
at the service was Presbyterian Church president and World Council of 
Churches’ Central Committee member, Hector Mendez. 


Relations between Cuba’s churches and the state have been improving since a 
visit by Jesse Jackson in 1983. A sign of the thaw, after decades of state 
restrictions on religious freedom, was an April 1991 meeting between Cuban 
President Fidel Castro and the ecumenical bodies, as well as the October 1991 
decision that religious people could join the Communist Party. The ECC 
represents the majority of Cuban Protestants, estimated at about 10 per cent 
of the 10 million population. Gonzales expressed confidence that Christians 
will gain access to other media, such as the press and television, in the near 
future. Resurrection Sunday, he said, stands for the victory of Life over 
Death. Thus, ‘we as churches were eager not to miss this opportunity to 
communicate our message of faith and hope to the faithful ...’. [EPS] 
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Seminar on communication and theology urges better use of media 


A seminar on ‘Communication Education and Ministerial Formation’ organized 
jointly by the World Council of Churches Programme Unit I - Unity and Renewal, 
the Lutheran World Federation and the London-based World Association for 
Christian Communication was held at the Ecumenical Institute-Bossey, just 
outside Geneva, 30 April-7 May. The meeting brought together over 40 
participants from 16 denominations in 20 countries. 


The meeting began with presentations by resource people on the broad themes 
and concepts of communication, theology and the media. Some participants also 
shared their experiences as communicators in their various countries and 
demonstrated resources such as videos, books, posters and other items. 


This was followed by a time for reflection during which the participants 
worked in discussion groups on the emerging themes in the light of their own 
cultural and theological contexts. 


The participants also examined the processes through which the church, as a 
community, communicates, such as in preaching. They noted that there are new, 
positive and innovative ways in which a ‘living interaction’ between image and 
word may be developed to ‘return the preaching medium to its former 
meaningfulness ...’‘. They also noted that worship is an important medium of 
communication. On mass communication, the participants noted that the 
theological process needs to develop a distinct perspective on media and their 
use ‘in the light of what commercial programming has been understood to be 
doing to people’. 


They noted that the media generally produce powerful images in support of 
their own existence, that they expect the receiver of the message to be a 
passive participant in their ‘controlled bombardment without the application 
of reason or reflection’. 


The participants said the media promote individualistic tendencies in aid of 
consumerism, accept no responsibility for community building and slanting 
information in support of the perspective that supports their own bias, 
unconcerned with balance, and sometimes even ‘truth’. 


The seminar participants noted that communication education should help people 
to understand the new forms of communication and how these affect the world 
view of clergy, lay leaders, church members and the community at large. 


They said communication education should train clergy to be facilitators, co- 
ordinators, and enablers and that media awareness training should be an 
important component of education for communication which should sensitize 
clergy to the importance of communication and to help them learn about the 
central ‘myths’ animating global culture. The participants suggested media 
awareness seminars for seminary leaders, and the integration of communication 
education into theological training. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.57 
Argentina: book on AIDS with ’ecumenical’ input out 


The Ministry of Education and Culture in Argentina has produced a book of 
information on the dreaded AIDS epidemic. Titled AIDS - Educational 
Responsibility for All, the 80-page book contains papers to support reflection 
by individuals and groups on the disease. The book was issued in March. 


According to Carlos Lisandro Orlov, a pastor of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Argentina, the book has been sent to all school teachers 
in Argentina to help them in the teaching of AIDS prevention. Orlov was in 
Geneva to attend a WCC seminar on ‘Medicine and Theology: Can They Get 
Together?’ (13-22 May). 


Orlov said for the first time a book containing international statements on 
AIDS by the Vatican, the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of 
Churches, has been put together by the Argentine authorities. ‘It is really 
a pluralistic approach to understanding the social, cultural problems related 
with AIDS’, he said. The WCC article in the book is titled ‘Aids and the 
Church as a healing community’. [EPS] 
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South Africa: Anglican leaders hail return of Lesotho king 


South African Anglican church leaders have welcomed the impending return to 
Lesotho of former King Moshoeshoe II who fled into exile to Britain in 1990 
after being ousted by the military. The leaders said in a statement addressed 
to Lesotho Anglican Bishop Philip Mokuku that they wished to express their 
‘solidarity’ with the church leaders in Lesotho in their effort to find a 
political settlement there. ‘We assure the people of Lesotho of our prayers 
as the king returns and express the hope that the king, the military 
government and the nation will work together in the interests of justice, 
peace and democracy’, the statement said. [EPS] 


Se ses OU eats 


Kenya: Political party asks churches to call national convention 


An opposition political party in Kenya has urged the churches to organize an 
inter-party national convention to address the tribal clashes which have 
affected some parts of Kenya. The Democratic Party led by former vice 
president Mwai Kibaki said in a statement end of April that the churches 
should help to stop the escalating violence which has left several people 
dead. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.60 
South Africa: Church leaders urge efforts to prevent drought 


South African Anglican church leaders have expressed concern at the drought 
that has affected southern African countries. They urged the governments in 
the region, mid-April, ‘to act to prevent the loss of human life. We urge 
Anglicans to adopt a more responsible attitude towards the environment and to 
shepherd the resources God has given them as part of their efforts to prevent 
famine in future. We encourage our people to become involved in service and 
caring for those in drought-stricken areas’, they said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.61 


Apartheid rife in Guatemala, says Nobel Peace Prize candidate 


Rigoberta Menchu Tum of Guatemala and a candidate for the 1992 Nobel Peace 
Prize, said end of March that while apartheid is disappearing in South Africa 
‘in Guatemala it exists unchecked and with no indication it will end, as the 
22 ethnic groups who comprise the majority of the population continue to 
suffer discrimination’. She told participants to a non-governmental meeting 
from 40 European and Latin American countries, in Madrid, Spain, that in South 
Africa, apartheid is officially acknowledged, while in her country it is not 
‘institutionalized’ and that an ‘implicit segregation prevails’. [EPS] 


EPS | 92.05.62 


Castro of WCC to receive honorary doctorate 


The World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro is to receive 
an honorary doctorate in theology from the University of Geneva in ceremonies 
on 3 June. A letter to Castro from the institution said ‘by awarding you this 
highest distinction of our University, we want to honour a lucid and 
courageous servant of today’s ecumenical movement, which seeks to bring closer 
the Christian church at the world level’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.05.63 
South African church paper folds up 


The South African [Roman Catholic] Bishops’ Conference newspaper, Inter Nos, 
has ceased publication ‘for financial stringency’, according to a 22-April 
letter from the SACBC’s Pretoria office. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Statement of the WCC/AACC Africa Regional Group 


[The following statement was issued at the WCC/AACC Africa 
Regional Group (ARG) meeting held in Windhoek/Namibia, 5-10 
April. The ARG is composed of 25 persons drawn from churches in 
Africa who meet every year to analyse the challenges facing the 
Church in Africa. It has been abridged for EPS.] 


--. Christ has commissioned his church to make peace and reconciliation a 
reality in the world. For Africa, afflicted as it is with deep historical 
divisions, national rivalries, border conflicts, religious tensions, racial 
and tribal mistrust, this commission has a particular relevance and speaks to 
us in Africa in a very direct way. 


‘There can be no doubt that our Christian faith commits us to work for true 
reconciliation and genuine peace’, so emphasizes the Kairos document. 


Reconciliation demands confession, repentance and restitution of the rights 
of individuals, groups or peoples taken wrongly. Without change of heart on 
the part of those who have wronged others, and true forgiveness on the part 
of those wronged, there cannot be true reconciliation. Peace between 
previously hostile persons or groups is only achievable when true 
reconciliation has taken place. 


Peace does not mean the absence of war. Or, for that matter, cessation of 
conflicts. Although, obviously, that is one very visible focus of peace 
initiatives in Africa today. But for the African continent to heal, genuine 
peace must mean more than end of wars and of conflicts. For as long as poverty 
and deprivation, economic injustice, abuse of human rights, unemployment, 
corruption, racism, tribalism and marginalization of women continue to be the 
order of the day, Africa is unlikely to experience genuine peace. Also, as 
long as there is no food self-sufficiency and no self-reliance, peace can only 
remain a slogan. 


Peace-making and reconciliation is therefore a very complex agenda for the 
church in Africa today. First and foremost, it requires the church to put its 
own house in order and to lead an exemplary life as basis for trust and 
confidence-building necessary for its mediation and reconciliation. The church 
must rediscover the centrality of the peace ministry in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and articulate a clear theological basis for its initiatives in this 
key area. 


The church will therefore need to vigorously teach its congregations and 

leadership their individual and collective responsibilities in peace-making. 

Unless such teaching comprehensively involves families, local congregations 
and communities, it will stand little chance of making an impact. ... 


The African continent is currently engulfed in an urgent call for democracy 
and political pluralism. The masses are up on their feet demanding their 
rights, justice and better governance. Fear of dictators and tyrants is gone. 
Judging by the current tempo of events, there is no way the masses are going 
to stop short of their commitment to bring down all dictatorial regimes in 
Africa. 


Welcome and exciting as the change may be, one must admit that it also holds 
possibilities for chaos and danger, as the experience of Liberia and Somalia 
would tend to prove. It is most encouraging how, in some countries and in 
spite of all odds, sections of the church in Africa have accompanied, and 
continue to accompany, the African democratization process, or Second 
Liberation, as it is increasingly being called. ... 


Democracy is a process, a way of life, demanding certain essential attributes 
which need to be nurtured and developed from within. It cannot be achieved 
overnight. Neither is formation of many political parties a guarantee for 
democracy, nor having a democrat for state president. Mere copying of 
‘democratic’ models from elsewhere is not going to help the continent as the 
basics of what constitute true democracy differ from one country to another. 
In other words, it is difficult to define ‘democracy’ to satisfy all its 


proponents. [over] 


africa/2 
However, some of the key elements, or prerequisites, are: 


- respect and tolerance of varied (political) opinions; 

- equal participation in decision-making; 

respect for rule of law; 

- equal opportunity for all; 

- governance by majority (but with respect for the minority), etc. 
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It goes without saying that the democratization process, if it has to succeed, 
will need to be accompanied by intensive and continuous discussion and debates 
- in the villages, schools, within the churches, etc. The mass media in Africa 
could play a very constructive and irreplaceable role in promoting, deepening 
and spreading this debate. ... 


To date, the involvement of the church in the democratization process has 
normally taken different shapes, such as: 


x = pastoral letters, also letters of protest; 

* - bringing government and opposition parties to negotiating tables; 

* — challenging government to respond positively to people’s legitimate 
demands and petitions; 

* —- condemning government accesses; 

* - supporting victims of oppressive regimes; 

x — (more lately) providing leadership and training on meaning of democracy. 


The church in Africa is concerned about its selfhood/identity, self- 
determination and self-reliance which are affected negatively by its 
dependence on financial support from northern churches and organizations for 
projects, programmes and church life and witness. Under the present 
circumstances, it is difficult for the church to work out its own mission, set 
its own agenda and live within conditions it sets for itself. 


It is therefore recommended that the church at all levels, from congregations 
to councils, consider carefully the possibility of establishing income- 
generating activities to multiply their resources for service and witness. ... 


Sadly, Africa is in the grip of yet another serious food deficit occasioned 
by widespread drought affecting a dozen countries in Eastern and Southern 
Africa. This new tragedy has struck at a time when another famine is already 
ravaging the Horn of Africa, threatening the lives of an estimated 23 million 
people, as a result of political strife and civil war in this region. This 
coincidence is likely to adversely affect the donor community capacity and 
level of response. Undoubtedly, the events in Eastern Europe, and the interest 
of the donor community to assist the emerging democracies in that region, 
could mean that, in the present twin tragedy, Africa might have to do with 
less rather than more relief aid. ... 


The following are some suggestions for involvement as various sections of the 
church consider responding to the drought: 


* - The church should serve as the ‘eye’ of the groups that might be 
marginalized, e.g. children, women, disabled, etc. 


* - Given the respect it enjoys and its local knowledge, the church could help 
reduce official red tape in food distribution. 


* - If it receives food aid directly for distribution, then it should give 
greater attention to the disadvantaged areas and persons, and to do so 
irrespective of denominational or tribal affiliations. 


* - The church needs to carefully assess its own capacity to handle relief 
programmes efficiently before being involved: it can be counterproductive 
to involve itself if it does not have the requisite capacity. 


* - There should be a possibility of the church coordinating also with bodies 
such as UN and other agencies involved in food distribution. 


Of particular importance, however, is the churches’ traditional ministry of 
love, caring, compassion, which will prove irreplaceable in accompanying the 
affected populations at this difficult and painful time. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 


KEEKKKKKKKKEKKKKKK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


REKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKEK 


The World Council of Churches has the following vacancies at its Geneva 
headquarters in Switzerland. Full details of each position together with the 
conditions of service and application forms may be obtained from, and must be 
returned to, The Personnel Office, World Council of Churches, 150 Route de 
Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland. The closing date for all positions is 
1S9July £992. 


- Executive Secretary for Church and Ecumenical Relations in the Office of 
Church and Ecumenical Relations, General Secretariat. 


- Publications Editor in the Communications Department, General Secretariat. 


- Programme Secretary - Racial Justice Issues in the Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation. 


- Executive Secretary - International Affairs in the Programme Unit IiIds> 
Justice, Peace and Creation. 


- Finance Officer - Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. 


RKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


Appeal from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 


Malawi: US$ 530 000 
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WCC commissions meet, propose strategies for programme work 


Future directions for WCC work were on the agenda of meetings in Evian, France 
(9-16 May), of commissions for the Council’s four programme units and advisory 
groups on church and ecumenical relations, interreligious relations and 
communication. About 280 people, including WCC staff, were present. It was the 
first meeting for the groups, appointed to translate priorities established 
by the Central Committee into programmes for the WCC under the new programme 
structure approved in September 1991. Their recommendations will be acted on 
by the Central Committee in August. 


The commission on Unity and Renewal (Unit I) proposed four ‘streams’ of work 
for the unit: Ecclesial Unity (Faith and Order); Lay Participation towards 
Inclusive Community; Ecumenical Theological Education; Worship and 
Spirituality. The unit will work with other sectors of the WCC on such issues 
as the biblical and theological basis for the WCC’s work, the ecclesiological 
implications of the conciliar process for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC), and the significance of the Jewish people for Christian 
theology. 


Mission, Education and Witness (Unit II): At the heart of the vision for this 
unit is the ‘hope that the Holy Spirit will renew and empower God’s people in 
every place to participate fully in God’s holistic mission’. To fulfill its 
tasks of (1) awakening and sustaining faith in the context of today, (2) 
empowerment for health and wholeness, (3) resisting unjust structures in 
solidarity with those who have been made poor, and (4) common witness in the 
context of religious and cultural plurality - Unit II will work with five 
programme priorities: Unity in Mission and Evangelism; Gospel and Culture; 
Community and Justice; Health, Healing and Wholeness; and Education for all 
God’s people. 


The commission on Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) identified two focal 
points: ‘Culture of Life: search for alternative structures’ and ‘Culture of 
Solidarity’. ‘Culture of Life’ includes specific work on racism, ethnicity and 
ethnocentrism, indigenous people, poverty, economy and environment, human 
rights, conflict resolution and structures of governance. These areas 
supplement commitments to the concerns of women and youth. ‘Culture of 
Solidarity’ includes concerns for theological study and reflection and for 
links with constituents and with other parts of the WCC in areas of 
overlapping concerns and advocacy. 


Sharing and Service (Unit IV): The commission’s report affirmed biblical and 
theological reflection on mission and diakonia as vital for the unit’s work. 
In translating its mandate into practical work the commission emphasized: (1) 
the importance of programmes which aim at equitable resource sharing; (2) that 
‘people and the environment are our main concerns’; (3) urgent action in 
responding to the needs of victims of disasters and conflicts and of migrant 
communities; (4) that acts of compassion, vicarious suffering and prophetic 
ministry all contribute to and promote a comprehensive diakonia. 


The unit works with both regional desks and ‘functional desks’, which 
encourage the work of the churches in the region with regard to emergencies, 
‘people on the move’, Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, communication and human 
resource development and scholarships. 


Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations: The advisory group urged as broad 
as possible an engagement in relationships, including sharing ecumenical 
policy and perspectives by other churches, bodies or movements. The report 
noted the impact of new forms of relationships (such as networks and 
covenants) which have emerged from the JPIC process on the common witness and 
service of church institutions. Affirming the need to recognize and honour all 
churches in their indigenous settings, the report appealed to churches 
undertaking mission activities in a foreign country to do so in a consultative 
and collaborative way with churches there. [over] 


wec commissions/2 


The advisory group for the Office of Inter-Religious Relationships underlined 
the need to undergird WCC relations with people and organizations of other 
religions and its assistance to churches in this area with theological and 
missiological thinking, educational planning and expertise in international 
relations. 


It called attention to three areas which need to be pursued in the programme 
units: addressing human rights issues in countries dominated by one religious 
culture or tradition; a teaching ministry that prepares Christians from 
childhood to live in shared humanity with others in our pluralist world; and 
helping Christians to address the theological implications of living with 
people of other faiths. 


Office of Communication: The advisory group made suggestions regarding WCC 
media relations and communication products, and urged that relationships 
between the WCC office and the communication offices and agencies in member 
churches be aggressively developed. The group reiterated the Canberra Assembly 
recommendation of a regular newsletter with information about WCC activities, 
including travels of staff and ecumenical teams, texts of important public 
statements, brief accounts of meetings, and information on important WCC 
products. It also recommended that the WCC explore the establishing of a 
computer network among member churches and between member churches and the 
wcc. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.02 
China: first WCC-related consultation held, Asian issues discussed 


The Asia Regional Group, made up of representatives of ecumenical bodies in 
the region, supporting agencies from outside, and the World Council of 
Churches, met in Nanjing in mid-April, the first WCC-related consultation in 
China for more than forty years. The two dozen participants discussed the 
current situation in Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia and South Asia and 
outlined priorities and action plans for the next three years. 


The vulnerability of migrant workers, environment and development, and tourism 
and prostitution were identified as problems requiring cooperative church 
action throughout Asia. Churches in Northeast Asia were urged to increase 
their financial sharing both within and outside the region and to monitor 
their governments’ development policies. The group called on Southeast Asian 
churches to show strengthened solidarity ‘through exposure and resource 
sharing’ with Burma (Myanmar) and more advocacy for people’s participation in 
the democratic process in countries with military and authoritarian 
governments. 


Both ‘religious fundamentalism’ and ‘divisiveness’ among churches are common 
to all South Asian countries, the report noted. These phenomena call for both 
interfaith and intrafaith dialogue, as well as study of how ‘parachurch 
groups’ might be integrated into the ‘mainline ecumenical churches’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.03 
Ecumenical team visits Togo, meets political leaders 


Representatives of African and European churches paid an ecumenical visit to 
the West African country of Togo in May to see the three ‘organs of democratic 
transition’ - the president, the prime minister and the president of the 
supreme council of the republic. The visit, requested by Togolese Christians, 
was an initiative of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). AACC 
general secretary José Chipenda led the delegation, which also met with 
leaders of two Protestant churches and of the Roman Catholic church. A report 
in the Paris-based Bulletin d’Information protestant highlighted the tense 
political and social situation in Togo on the eve of elections designed to end 
a quarter-century of military dictatorship. The visitors told all with whom 
they met that European and African churches, as well as international public 
opinion in general, support a peaceful and legal transition to democracy. [EPS] 
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Anglican leader visits WCC, meets leaders of ecumenical bodies 


On the first day of his two-day official visit to the Geneva headquarters of 
the World Council of Churches (2-3 June), leader of world Anglicanism, 
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, reaffirmed the commitment of the Church 
of England to the WCC and said his church is not contemplating pulling out of 
the ecumenical body in spite of the criticisms levelled against the WCC, 
especially following the seventh assembly which met in Canberra, Australia 
last year. It was his first official visit to the WCC since he became head of 
the Anglican church. 


He said that the WCC is aware of many of these criticisms and that his visit 
to the world body’s offices was designed to help him ‘to explore’ and ‘to 
learn’ how the Anglican communion can contribute to the work of the ecumenical 
body. 


He told a worship service in the Ecumenical Centre’s chapel that Canberra’s 
theme - ‘Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation’ - relates to the three 
ways the Holy Spirit empowers us for mission today. He said that individuals 
must be empowered for mature discipleship, churches and whole communions must 
be empowered to search more energetically for visible unity and ‘our world 
must be empowered to work for a new justice, a true peace and a flourishing 
creation’. 


He said the church cannot live nor can it proclaim the gospel without the 
strong personal faith of the individual men and women who are its life blood. 
‘That life blood is enriched by the power of the Spirit. When the Spirit 
breathes on people he gives them life to live as Christians in the world’, he 
emphasized. He said this vision is not ‘a simple’ one. ‘It is this challenge, 
this conviction, this dynamic which has led Anglicans amongst others to call 
this final ten years of the millennium, a decade of evangelism. Strong 
personal faith, empowered by the Spirit, is vital for the future of God’s 
universal Church’. 


Referring to the eucharistic divisions among the Christian churches, the 
Archbishop said the ‘theology of baptism’ is what unites us. He said he was 
convinced that ‘in our search for visible unity, we have taken too little from 
that common baptism which we all share. 


‘It is my strong conviction that as churches we still have to face up to the 
implications of baptismal theology. If we believe that baptism in the name of 
the Trinity unites us with God himself and makes us members of his family, 
what does this mean for the churches separated eucharistically?’, he asked. 


Replying to a question about whether he would give up support for the 
ordination of women for the sake of church unity during a press conference 
later, the archbishop said he did not believe in putting expedience before 
truth. ‘If I believe that the ordination of women is biblically, historically, 
humanly right, then that is non-negotiable. We cannot say that is not 
important’ adding that the church must be ready ‘to confront the things that 
divide us in order to achieve unity’. 


He said the Anglican church did not spend most of its time talking about the 
ordination of women. He said he is aware of the views of the Roman Catholic 
and the Orthodox churches on the issue of women’s ordination. ‘As a leader’, 
he said, ‘I should be sensitive to other people’s views’. 


On evangelism, the Archbishop said the church has spent most of its time on 
issues of morality as if these were not shaped by faith. He said he was 
committed to a strong Church of England ‘and this is a challenge which faces 
me’. 


He said his late-May visit to the Vatican and his talks with Pope John Paul 
II were ‘extremely positive’ and spoke of the ‘friendship’ and ‘warmth’ of the 
encounter with the leader of Roman Catholicism. He said he was impressed by 
the amount of things that are common between Anglicanism and Catholicism, 
adding, ‘our services are strikingly similar’. 


On Catholic-Orthodox relations in the former Soviet Union and in Eastern 
Europe, the Archbishop said he is aware of the ‘cries’ of the Orthodox Church. 
‘From the position of the Church of England, we are doing a lot of things to 
help the Orthodox churches’. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.05 
Chinese church leader says govt religious controls tight ;rracy zariy*} 


Bishop K. H. Ting (Ding Guangxun), president of the (Protestant) China 
Christian Council, said at a New York press conference (19 May) that political 
control of Chinese churches had been tightened in recent years. Since 1989, 
he said, many articles have appeared urging stricter measures to guard against 
the alleged use of churches as channels of hostile foreign influence. 


However, the gains made by the churches since the Cultural Revolution and 
later ‘ultra-leftism’ have not all been erased, he said, and opportunity 
remains for worship, witness and even the airing of grievances. 


The evening before the press conference, Ting was the honoured guest of the 
(US) National Council of Churches at a dinner. Earlier in Canada, he had 
received an honorary doctorate from McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. 


Ting said some Chinese, calling the church ‘dangerous’, pointed to recent 
events in Eastern Europe, and charged that the churches were to blame for the 
downfall of the communist governments there. The bishop said he responded that 
the churches were not strong enough to have caused the collapse of those 
governments, and in any case many church leaders had been government 
supporters, a record bringing difficulty to some of them now. 


Pleading a need for more thought about the issue, Ting declined to say whether 
he himself would speak of ‘blame’ or ‘credit’ for whatever role the churches 
may have played in bringing change to the Soviet sphere. 


Joining the World Council of Churches at the 1991 Canberra Assembly was an 
important step for the China Christian Council, Ting said. It was necessary 
earlier, he said, to emphasize the Three-Self movement - self-governing, self- 
supporting, self-propagating - so ‘we would not appear to be a Western thing 
and could gain the right to be heard’. 


But the China Council came to realize that the Three-Self movement was not 
sufficient, he said, and that it was also important to be conscious of 
participation in the universal church. He added, however, that the Council was 
too small to take an active role in the various World Council programmes, and 
intellectually unprepared to join in its dialogues. 


Ting said Chinese Protestants had been opening churches at the rate of three 
every two days, and now had 7000 churches and some 5-6 million members, served 
by the main seminary, Nanjing, and 12 others with a total of 800 students. 
Many Chinese Christians meet in homes, either because there is still no 
conveniently-located church or because they prefer the intimacy of a small 
setting, he said. But he denied reports of tension between them and the 
Council. 


In China, Christians and non-Christians alike consider Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism, now numbering some three million members but cut off from the 
Vatican, as separate religions, Ting said. Contacts, he said, are rare, but 
cordial relations exist with some Roman Catholic bishops. 


In contrast to the political atmosphere, Ting said, the intellectual climate 
in China is more favourable than at any other time in 40 years. ‘We have many 
non-Christian scholars of religion who have produced books and articles that 
are not hostile, and some have even been quite friendly and supportive’, he 
said. [EPS] 


[Tracy Early is a freelance writer based in New York, USA] 


EPS 92.06.06 


Ecumenical leaders issue statement on Yugoslavia 


The general secretaries of the four bodies housed in the Ecumenical Centre in 
Geneva - Emilio Castro (World Council of Churches), Gunnar Stalsett (Lutheran 
World Federation), Milan Opocensky (World Alliance of Reformed Churches) and 
Jean Fischer (Conference of European Churches) - issued a statement on the 
crisis in Yugoslavia, 2 June. The four leaders welcomed the international 
community’s efforts to bring peace to the country. (A full statement appears 
in this issue EPS 92.06.18. See also item 92.06.11). [EPS] 
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‘Third World’ church workers in Europe urge partnership, mutual respect 


The second European consultation of ‘Third World’ personnel involved in 
ministries in international Christian theological, church/mission boards and 
congregations was held at the Protestant Academy, Bad Boll, near Stuttgart in 
Germany, 25-29 May. 


Twenty-seven participants from Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, and 
European observers with work experience in the ‘Third World’ came together to 
discuss ‘The Ministry of "Third World" Personnel in Reshaping Europe - 1992’. 


The consultation was a follow-up to last year’s meeting which recommended 
continued discussion of common concerns, roles, challenges and contributions 
of ‘Third World’ personnel in the unfolding changes occurring in Europe. 


Among the topics discussed were the ‘fortification of Europe’ and how this 
affects the situation of refugees, migrants, ethnic minorities, people of 
different faiths and church traditions. 


The participants noted the importance of the encounter between the ‘Third 
World’ theological education, training and experience, and the so-called 
traditional, classical theology. The participants further noted that under the 
guise of ‘academic excellence’, the theological training offered in the ‘Third 
World’ is not totally accepted by institutions in Europe. ‘This myth has to 
be challenged and eradicated for the sake of mutual edification and 
partnership’, the participants said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.08 
Germany: election of woman bishop raises storm of controversy 


The election of the first female Lutheran bishop has caused a widespread 
controversy within the Protestant churches in Germany. While many leaders in 
churches and ecumenical organizations both in Germany and internationally have 
welcomed the election of 47-year-old Maria Jepsen as the future bishop of 
Hamburg, harsh opposition has come from conservative evangelicals. Some object 
to Jepsen’s theological position which she describes as ‘moderately feminist’, 
others regard any female bishop as unbiblical, reports Idea, the Evangelical 
Alliance news agency of Germany. 


Maria Jepsen was elected in April (EPS 92.04.36) by the synod of the North 
Elbian Evangelical Lutheran Church to succeed Hamburg’s bishop Peter Krusche 
who will be retiring 31 July. 


According to Idea, opponents of women’s ordination, however, are deeply 
dissatisfied and regard subordination under a female bishop as a matter of 
conscience. Some 70-80 pastors in Northern Germany are reported as considering 
early retirement for this reason. 


Other Christians have formed an ‘emergency association’ for local churches. 
The association was initiated by the leader of the biggest evangelical 
spritual centre in northern Germany, Heinrich Kemner (Walsrode). Referring not 
only to the question of women’s ordination but also to feminist theology, gay 
rights and other issues, he said the spiritual damage of the church had become 
even greater than under the Nazi ideology. 


The emergency association is also supported by the internationally-renowned 
missiologist Peter Beyerhaus (Tuebingen) who described the election of a 
Lutheran female bishop as ‘one of the worst spiritual catastrophes’ in recent 
years. A female bishop constituted a ‘disregard of clear biblical demands’, 
he said. Another conservative theologian, Georg Huntemann (Bremen), even 
demanded the excommunication of Jepsen. 


The general secretary of the German Evangelical Alliance, Hartmut Steeb 
(Stuttgart), said the mere fact that a woman had been elected to the bishop’s 
office could not shake the evangelical community of about 1.3 million in 
Germany. What caused alarm, he said, was that ‘an adherent of an unbiblical 
feminist theology’ had become a church leader. [over] 


lutheran woman bishop/2 


The leader of the biggest evangelical movement in Germany, Christoph Morgner 
(Siegen), expressed fear that Jepsen’s election would cool down the ecumenical 
climate. The vast majority of Christianity is opposed to women’s ordination, 
he said, referring to the 1.2 billion Orthodox and Catholics among the 1.7 
billion Christians. Morgner is head of the ’Gnadau Union’, an association of 
evangelical fellowships with 340 000 members. 


Bishop Jepsen herself spoke of a warm ecumenical response to her election, 
also from Catholic representatives. She regards opposition to women in church 
leadership positions as a ‘remnant from the Middle Ages’. In the meantime, 
practical experiences with female pastors had made some sceptics think again. 
The future bishop of Hamburg added that she sees evangelicals as an 
indispensable element of the Protestant church and would never think of 
alienating them. She insisted that she had been misquoted in a newspaper 
interview which suggested that her critics should leave the church. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.09 
Albania: historic human rights meeting held 


‘Freedom of conscience - basis for social peace’ was the title of an historic 
human rights conference bringing together an international group of 
politicians, human rights activists, clergy and scholars at the end of May. 


What was historic about the conference was the venue: the University of Tirana 
in Albania - until recently the world’s only self-proclaimed atheist state. 


For nearly forty years, Albania was noted for the most severe religious 
persecution in modern times, with a total ban on religion. Thousands of 
Christians, Muslims and Jews suffered death and labour camps for their 
beliefs. 


In a message to the conference, Albanian President Sali Berisha said the state 
is secular and that the authorities ‘desire to guarantee that all human rights 
are respected’. A new constitution and legislation will ensure this, according 
to Berisha. 


Mosques and churches are now being restored in the country. 


Anastasios of Androussa, exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Albania, 
said Albania today is a ‘model of religious harmony,’ where Muslims, Orthodox 
and Roman Catholics ‘co-exist, respect and support each other’. 


But he and other speakers cautioned that new religions are coming to Albania 
from abroad and attempting ‘to buy themselves into the hearts of the people 
often through questionable methods’. 


Bardhyl Fico, coordinator of the state secretariat for relations with 
religious communities, spoke of the dilemma posed by proselytism ‘in this new 
situation ... . ‘We may be violating human rights if we impose restrictions, 
yet we feel like protecting the existing order’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.10 
Indian Dalit delegation visits the WCC, human rights discussed 


An 1l-member delegation from the Dalit Open University of India visited the 
Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches 
on 22 May. The delegation held discussions with WCC staff on the plight of 
Dalits in India. 


According to P. Ranjan Babu who led the delegation, his team came to Europe 
on an exchange programme with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany. He 
said the exchange programme with the German church was entered into in 1990 
when 15 Germans visited India. ‘They saw the work we are doing among the 
Dalits which is designed to raise people’s consciousness on the plight of 
Dalits’, Babu said. 


He said the issue of ‘untouchability’ existed even before the coming of 
Christianity to India. He said that although the Indian government has passed 
laws to ease the plight of Dalits, ‘the situation hasn’t changed much. The 
Indian government has not taken the issue very seriously’, he said. He praised 
the WCC for treating the issue of Dalits as a human rights issue. [EPS] 
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Serbian Orthodox bishops distance themselves from govt actions 


A strongly worded ‘memorandum’ by the bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
says the church ‘openly takes exception to and distances herself from’ the 
authorities in Serbia and Montenegro, who, according to the bishops, have 
inherited ‘the structures and organs, means and principles of the post-war 
communistic system’ (see related item in this issue EPS 92.06.18). 


The 28-May statement followed a two-week meeting of the bishops in Belgrade, 
as fighting intensified in the former Yugoslav republics of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Croatia, amidst growing international condemnation of actions by the 
Serbian government and military. The fighting, the bishops note, has left 
‘tens of thousands dead, countless more wounded, over a million driven out and 
refugees, destroyed churches and homes, emptied villages, abandoned hearths’. 


While underlining their support for ‘a just solution of the national rights 
and existential problems of all people with whom they live or with whom they 
are neighbours’, the bishops sharply criticized leaders in Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the response of the European Community to the crisis. They set 
the roots of the present conflict in the context of historical realities of 
which ‘certain governments of Europe and of the world’ seem unaware. 


The leaders of Serbia and Montenegro ‘do not make possible equal rights for 
a democratic dialogue in society, nor share responsibilities and cooperation 
with all others’, the statement says. It goes on to criticize the authorities 
for not being ready ‘to sincerely accept national reconciliation, to heal the 
consequences of the civil and fratricidal war and create preconditions for the 
spiritual regeneration and healing of the people’. 


They have not risen ‘to the occasion of their international responsibilities, 
nor were they able in a just manner to defend the vital interests of the 
Serbian people’. 


Furthermore, the statement notes that ‘atheists are still the privileged class 
in society’ and that the church has not been allowed its ‘rightful place in 
society’, despite promises from the government. ‘Religious education is again 
excluded from the schools ... . Church property, which should be returned to 
the church, is dispossessed and being sold’. 


In criticizing the European response to the situation, the bishops say the 
former Yugoslavia ‘was created by that same Europe which today is so 
unmercifully destroying her, accepting as true the accusations that the 
Serbian people are exclusively to blame for her old and new evils’. 


They insist that boundaries between republics in the former Yugoslavia - 
considered even by the Communist regime as ‘only administrative’ - are today 
‘accepted in Europe as immutable boundaries between countries, even though 
they cut across the living organism of the Serbian people, dividing their 
centuries-old homesteads, holy places, graves, monasteries and cultural 
monuments ... The church in Serbian lands, by her very nature, cannot be 
identified with any kind of boundaries. She is concerned for her entire 
people, wherever they may be, as for all people of our brotherly race of 
Adam’. 


The statement also speaks out strongly against the behaviour of Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, alleging that both Croatian President Tudjman and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina’s President Izetbegovic have said that they prefer ‘sovereignty 
and independence at the cost of war’ to ‘peace without sovereignty and 
independence’. 


Serbs, the bishops say, are once again being sent into concentration camps in 
the two neighbouring republics, citing refugees’ reports that ‘abysmal pits 
are again opened in which, like in the tragic year 1941, innocent captured 
Serbs and Serbian prisoners are again being slaughtered and thrown in’. [over] 


serbian bishops/2 


The bishops appeal to the international community ‘to exert moral and 
political pressure upon the government of Croatia that our churches and church 
centres not be destroyed’ and that ‘free passage be guaranteed to our bishops 
and priests in those parts of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina which are 
controlled by Croatian and Muslim forces, so that they can freely and without 
harassment fulfill their pastoral and humane service ... 


‘We expect similar help and protection be given also to the Roman Catholic 
bishops and priests and to the religious officials of the Islamic community 
on the territories of the Serbian Kraina and the Serbian parts of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’. 


They note that four Serbian bishops whose dioceses are in Croatia have not 
been able to take up residence there, while all Roman Catholic bishops in 
Serbia and Montenegro are ‘free in the performance of their church mission’, 
though ‘they can however complain about the minor unpleasantness and insults 
on the part of irresponsible individuals and groups whose minds are crazed and 
whose consciences are darkened by the general chaos’. 


The bishops note that about 200 Orthodox churches, including two cathedrals, 
have been destroyed in four dioceses where Serbs live intermingled with 
Croatians. ‘By this we do not conceal - but rather to the contrary express 
profound sorrow and at the same time condemn - the destruction of many 
Croatian Roman Catholic churches and Muslim mosques, and the killing and 
driving out of innocent populations and all other evil deeds which the lunacy 
of war brings. 


‘We likewise condemn every killing and every crime committed by those who 
belong to whatever army or whatever armed formations, Serbian, Croatian or 
Muslim. And above all we condemn the attacks upon humanitarian convoys of the 
Red Cross or those delivering food and medicine to the besieged and surrounded 
populations’. 


The bishops’ statement links the current conflict to the historic suffering 
of the Serbians. ‘This is not the first time for the Serbian people in their 
history to have experienced crucifixion. In the First World War Serbia lost 
nearly one-half of its adult male population, and every fourth Serb at that 
time gave his life for freedom and justice. Their sacrifices were tremendous 
for human dignity, for justice and for the Allied cause in World War II. 


‘Having been the victim of the brutal Nazi and Fascist occupation and much 
more of the bloody revolution caused by it, they became after the war the 
victim of communist tyranny, and having become so not without fault of some 
of its wartime allies ... The Serbian people are the only European people who 
are only now, a full half century after the war, burying their wartime victims 
and healing wartime traumas. They, together with the other peoples, their 
neighbours, have only now begun to resolve vital problems which other peoples 
of Europe have long ago resolved’. 


Moreover, the bishops express astonishment ‘that certain governments of Europe 
and of the world were unaware of the sufferings of the Serbian church and 
Serbian Orthodox people from fascism and communism. These governments have 
never given Christians protection, particularly the Orthodox, either in 
Yugoslavia or anywhere in Eastern Europe during the decades of communistic 
dictatorship. 


So also are we deeply pained today by the inhuman attitude of official Europe 
towards the problem of the existential, spiritual and cultural identity and 
survival of the Serbian people, who were assaulted by fascism, then communism, 
and today by the totalitarian mentality of the so-called New World Order. 


‘It is a tragic fact indeed that the Serbian Christian people are marking the 
50th anniversary of their sufferings (genocide) in the infamous Nazi 
‘Independent State’ of Croatia, and on the territories of Kosovo and Metohija, 
precisely with new sufferings’. [EPS] 
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Christian, relief bodies pledge to reduce effects of disasters 


Preventing devastation after disaster in India, Bangladesh and Nepal is a goal 
of three non-governmental organizations that met for the first time at a 
three-day conference in Kathmandu, Nepal (30 March-1 April). Church’s 
Auxiliary for Social Action of India and Christian Commission for Development 
in Bangladesh initiated the meeting which the United Mission to Nepal hosted. 
The group expressed concern over the degradation of the environment, which 
worsens the effect of natural disasters on people’s lives, and recognized the 
preventive effect of appropriate integrated development, including 
reforestation. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.13 
WCC calls for laws to protect internally-displaced persons 


A resolution adopted by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights at its 
meeting this year is ‘a significant step forward in acknowledging and 
describing the situation of internally-displaced persons’, according to World 
Council of Churches’ migration secretary Patrick Taran. The resolution asks 
UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali to name a special representative 
to obtain further information from governments on human rights issues 
pertaining to persons who are forced to leave their homes but do not leave 
their countries. The secretary general is also asked to identify existing 
international laws and possible additional mechanisms to address the needs of 
these people for protection. The WCC, along with the Quaker United Nations 
Office, has been active for several years in urging the international 
community to recognize the situation of internally-displaced persons. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.14 
WCC head deplores violence in Nigeria 


In a 25 May letter to Nigerian churches, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro expressed ‘great concern’ over recent episodes of 
violence as the country makes the transition to a new democracy. Castro said 
the Council does not ‘pretend to even begin to understand’ the situation in 
Nigeria from press reports, which he said often oversimplify the situation as 
ethnic or religious strife; and he asked the churches to ‘offer us briefings 
which will help our understanding’. Castro, who visited Nigeria in 1989, 
assured the churches there ‘that we are continuing to uphold you in our 
prayers as you minister to the grieved families, the injured people, the 
restless youth and students and those charged with keeping law and order’. 
The Council, he said, regrets ‘the great loss of life and the destruction of 
property, including burning of sacred places of worship’. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.15 
Bible societies agree on common strategy 


Seventeen Bible societies working internationally have decided to meet 
regularly as the Forum of Bible Agencies and to forge a common strategy for 
translating and distributing Scripture. At a mid-April meeting in Reading, 
England, headquarters of the United Bible Societies, members agreed to avoid 
competing with each other. They adopted a priority list of languages spoken 
by at least half-a-million people in which an ‘adequate’ translation of the 
Bible does not currently exist. Between now and the end of 1996, an effort 
will be made to prepare a translation of at least part of the Bible in each 
of these languages. Representatives also discussed common strategies for 
Bible distribution in Ethiopia, which could serve as a model for further 
cooperation, as well as the need for standard qualifications for those who 
monitor the quality of Bible translations. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.16 
Married RC bishop not ready to leave his post 


A married Roman Catholic bishop in the former underground Church in 
Czechoslovakia has said that he has no intention of giving up his rights as 
a bishop, according to a report appearing in the 16 May edition of The Tablet. 
Bishop Fridolin Zahradnik is one of those secretly consecrated under the 
Communist regime who now may be asked to give up their episcopal status. He 
was made bishop in 1968, shortly after the Soviet occupation of 
Czechoslovakia. He spent six years in prison. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: Abolish Spiritual Apartheid (Antony Connel) 


[This abridged item first appeared in the January/February 1992 
issue of the South African Outlook. Connel is an educationalist 
and writer based in Cape Town, South Africa] 


The dark age of apartheid in South Africa is thankfully passing. The political 
hypocrisy was bad enough, but the religious hypocrisy was probably even worse. 
Nobody sensible and honest would deny that important political and religious 
matters are always inextricably interconnected, simply because they are - or 
should be - based on fundamental morality and altruism. Most of the cant about 
keeping politics and religion in separate watertight compartments came only 
from those who either did not at all understand the true nature of either or 
whom it conveniently suited to pretend so. Some, incredibly, even tried to 
justify apartheid using biblical constructs. Over two thousand years ago 
Aristotle spelled out the interdependence of politics and religion when he 
said: ‘The first essential for a true democracy is that most of the people 
should be virtuous’. The basic trouble was that the vast majority of people’s 
attitudes and opinions in politics and religion are usually totally selfish 
and myopic, and this automatically negates the accuracy and validity of their 
standpoints in both. 


Money, of course, was the contaminating catalyst in both areas. The worst of 
the political hypocrisy was that, in spite of all the dishonest verbiage about 
racial disparity, ethnic development, and cultural gap, the real truth was 
that apartheid was all about cheap labour, exploitation and money. On the 
religious side, in spite of all the pious sermonising and condemnations of 
apartheid, it was apparently often quite in order for some denominations to 
accept benefactions from many of the ‘opportunistic entrepreneurs’ whose 
incongruous affluence was frequently built on the injustices and abuses of 
apartheid. Some donors obviously deluded themselves that their odd 
contributions of perverted charity rectified all and paid their eternal 
insurance premiums, while the religious recipients apparently considered that 
such money was adequately laundered if ‘put to good use’. Voltaire’s relevant 
comment was: ‘When it comes to money, all men are the same religion’. 


In all fairness to South Africa, and contrary to overseas misconceptions, it 
should be remembered that many of the advantageous capitalizers were neither 
Afrikaans nor indigenous South Africans. Many came from abroad, perceiving in 
the situation the potential of a not-too-sensitive fortune hunter’s Eldorado. 
The international community should never forget this. 


Some indication of the extremes in the current hypocrisy in religion may be 
gleaned from two notable aspects: In some parts of the world there are 
clerics who are little short of terrorists, but in view of the ‘holy wars’ 
over the course of history and present sectarian conflicts, we should not be 
too surprised at this. Conversely, others, comfortably cloistered, cling 
tenaciously to a pathetically selfish and cowardly, ‘don’t get involved’ 
policy, even when it comes to their obligatory responsibilities - the temporal 
and spiritual needs and problems of their parishioners. ... 


If any country wants a satisfactory political dispensation, and if any 
religion wants to be valid, healthy and sensibly relevant, both must obviously 
rest on a sound moral basis. Some religions have become too money-orientated, 
and some even have their own ‘opportunist entrepreneurs’. Argument about what 
constitutes basic morality is generally only insincere and immature, self- 
indulgent sophistry. Everyone knows there are perennial common factors for all 
human existence. Political apartheid is fast becoming past tense. Now it is 
time to abolish spiritual apartheid, universally - between God and our fellow- 
man, between religion and everyday life, between the clerical ministrations 
to the spiritual and relevantly secular, and between religions generally. 
Broad truth and sincere spirituality always transcend the short-sighted 
differentiations of individual religions. 


..-- Selfishness practised by individuals, nations, or religions is only 
counter-productive, and this is a rational truism not a religious one. If we 
really do want a better world and better quality of life now is the time to 
rise above the petty and myopic worship of mere money and materialism, and to 
focus on the eternal and reliable essentials of character, integrity, stature, 
self-respect, and altruistic nobility. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.18 
Ecutext: Ecumenical Statement on Situation in Yugoslavia 


[This is the text of a statement issued (2 June) by general 
secretaries Emilio Castro (World Council of Churches), Gunnar 
Stalsett (Lutheran World Federation), Milan Opocensky (World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches) and Jean Fischer (Conference of 
European Churches) on the situation in Yugoslavia. See related 
item in this issue EPS 92.06.11] 


Against the background of tragic suffering and destruction in the former 
Yugoslavia, we welcome the fact that the international community, through the 
United Nations Security Council, is seeking to bring the fighting to an end. 
However, we express reservations about judgements which appear to impute all 
the blame to one side in the conflict. We trust that, in the application of 
sanctions, care will be taken not to cause unnecessary hardships to the 
civilian populations. 


We welcome the most recent statement of the Holy Assembly of Bishops of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church, meeting from 14-27 May (see related item in this 
issue EPS 92.06.11). Speaking out against the authorities in Serbia and 
Montenegro, the Serbian Church openly takes exception to and distances Herself 
from this and such authorities and her standard bearers, as also from its 
Constitution. Amongst the issues calling out to be addressed at this time, we 
draw attention to the following: 


1. Humanitarian needs: These are immense, and call for a loving generous 
response to the cries of all the victims, of whatever creed or ethnic origin. 
Humanitarian aid has been sent, and continues to be sent, by our ecumenical 
and confessional bodies, through a variety of channels. Such assistance will 
continue to be urgently needed, as the number of displaced persons increases. 


2. Drafting into the armed forces: The position of those young men who are 
called to serve in the armed forces is a matter of serious concern. 
Belonging to different ethnic communities, with differing convictions as to 
the purpose of the conflict, a growing number of prospective recruits are 
refusing to be drafted, and seeking refuge or exile. 


Often their homes are destroyed, or occupied by new owners. Many are afraid 
to return without a guarantee of amnesty from the respective authorities. 


Such circumstances call for government guarantees to be given for a safe 
return of all refugees, and amnesty for all those who have resisted military 
service. 


3. Inter-religious concerns: Any search for a solution to the dispute over 
the future of Bosnia-Herzegovina and other parts of the former Yugoslavia 
cannot ignore its pluralistic character, and the historic and inextricable 
links established between various communities. 


Many people from various ethnic and religious communities have demonstrated, 
with words and actions, their profound commitment to long-established models 
of mutually respectful living, and their total rejection of violence and 
bloodshed. 


In a previous joint statement, we have already spoken of the imperative for 
peace, non-violence and tolerance between confessions and religions in the 
region. We see the dangers of using religious sentiments to exacerbate ethnic 
tensions and disagreements over power-sharing, thereby portraying the present 
conflict as a religious war. 


The conflict should not be interpreted in such a way as to increase hostility 
at the regional and international level, amongst Christians or between 
Christians and Muslims. [over] 
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In affirming the condemnation of ‘every killing and every crime committed by 
those who belong to whatever army or whatever armed formations, Serbian, 
Croatian or Muslim’ made by the Synod of Serbian Orthodox Bishops, we call 
upon all religious leaders in Bosnia-Herzegovina, and throughout the world, 
not only to refrain from condoning violence, but to join in efforts to create 
favourable conditions for dialogue towards a peaceful settlement of the 
conflict, and to provide humanitarian assistance to the suffering population. 


4. Process of dialogue: We wish to draw attention to the process already 
started by the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Roman Catholic 
Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), together with member churches 
of the former Yugoslavia, and supported by the World Council of Churches, the 
Lutheran World Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. This 
process, working towards a ‘Round Table of Churches and Religions’, is a 
necessary common Christian and inter-religious witness for non-violence, and 
the peaceful resolution of the manifold conflicts which are rending apart the 
peoples of the region. 


An important step towards this Round Table was the very first official meeting 
of the dialogue commissions of the Serbian Orthodox Church and the former 
Yugoslav Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference, at St Gallen, Switzerland, in 
January 1992, at the invitation of the CEC and the CCEE. At that meeting the 
delegates agreed to continue the dialogue and to help each other wherever 
possible. 


We urge that the Round Table discussions be called immediately. Thus, 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutherans, Reformed, Methodist and other Christian 
confessions, together with representatives of the Jewish and Muslim faiths, 
will be able to bring to bear their common influence on the opinions and the 
actions of major parts of the population and their respective governments, in 
order to seek new ways of peace with justice. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.19 
Ecutext: Pacific Ecumenical Body’s Statement on Elections in Fiji 


[The following is a statement of the Pacific Conference of 
Churches issued 19 May on the elections in Fiji.] 


The Pacific Conference of Churches joins the Fiji Christian community, 
especially the Fiji Council of Churches, in expressing its support for the 
Christian guidance the FcC is offering to all who are involved in the 
preparations for the coming national elections. 


As the regional ecumenical organization representing most of the mainline 
churches throughout the region, including those in Fiji, the PCC is concerned 
for peace and unity among all God’s people in our region. 


It is therefore grateful to God for the work of the Holy Spirit committing all 
people of good will, including leaders and those aspiring to positions of 
leadership, to the mission of reconciliation, mutual respect and caring among 
all people. 


The PCC recognises the faith and hopes of all leaders, in the search for peace 
and harmony even during the week of elections in order to secure growing will 
for enhancing healing of the past wounds of hatred, mistrust, violence and 
fear among the people. 


The PCC encourages voters and candidates, with their supporters, to pursue 
prayerful witness of their democratic rights and freedom-in order to partake 
in God’s will for Fiji. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Religious Groups on Environment and Development 


[The following is a statement of affirmations, appeals and 
pledges made by religious leaders at a meeting in Campos do 
Jordao, Brazil, 10-12 April, on ‘Religious’ Responsibilities for 
Environment and Development’ at the invitation of the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace International, the World Wide 
Fund for Nature, the World Council of Churches, and _ the 
International Coordinating Committee on Religion and the Earth. ] 


The earth is our home in the universe. As religious people confronting the 
present ecological crisis, we assert the oneness of the life which sustains 
us all. This life is rooted in the interdependence of relationships: with the 
ultimate/the divine; with the universe; with nature; with human beings. 
All beings of the cosmos make up a rainbow which reflects the light of life. 
But the rainbow is rarely seen or felt, and our common vision has not yet been 
articulated. 


We acknowledge the need for serious theological re-examination leading to a 
radical shift in favour of life. As religious people, our humble efforts to 
seek a spiritual vision of life constitute our specific contribution to the 
ongoing UNCED process. 


This search revolves around the need for a wise stewardship of the earth’s 
resources, fellowship and collaboration with all forms of life, and a 
commitment to justice and equity, for the present and the future. 


Facing the challenges of environment and development, the spiritual task of 
humanity is to serve, rather than to place itself at the centre. The 
ultimate inspiration for human service lies beyond matter, time or space; it 
finds expression in love, the alleviation of suffering, and resistance to the 
various socio-political structures which perpetuate injustice. 


Through spiritual exercise and religious practice we search for the creativity 
and strength required to produce, with all people of good will, an enlightened 
and harmonious future. 


The overarching concern should be for the common good, dignity, justice and 
growth for all, especially the weakest and most exploited sections of society: 
children, the physically challenged, women, the marginalized masses, and the 
indigenous peoples of the world. 


Human development must include our physical, intellectual, moral and spiritual 
development within the community of all life. We are challenged to overcome 
deep injustices of all kinds, such as the North/South economic divide. In 
the context of the Earth Summit, it is therefore equitable and sustainable 
development that must be the overriding concern. 


Regarding the draft Declaration of Principles for Encouraging Environmentally 
Responsible Development, adopted on 4 April 1992, by the Fourth Preparatory 
Committee of the UN Conference on Environment and Development, we urge that 
the following issues be addressed: 


*1. The draft principles lack an appreciation for the intrinsic value of all 
forms of life irrespective of their usefulness to human beings. 


*2. The phrase ‘equitable, sustainable development’ is more ecologically 
sensitive than ’a new and equitable global partnership’. 


*3. Development in quantitative terms must not proceed at the expense of 
quality of life or at the cost of life and growth for children, women, 
indigenous peoples, and the marginalized masses the world over. 


*4,. It is the responsibility of humankind not only to protect and conserve the 
environment, but to participate creatively in the struggle for just and 
equitable society. [over] 
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*5. The draft preamble does not seem to have a compelling vision to motivate 
the application of the rules outlined in the Declaration. Without a vision, 
people perish. 


*6. The Declaration should reflect the fear of the developing countries that 
global governance may lead to the confiscation of their resources. On the 
other. hand, the Declaration should also reflect that an even-handed 
implementation of UN declarations and treaties is essential for equitable and 
sustainable development. 


*7. The Declaration should urge the industrialized nations to live more 
frugally and to reflect that simplicity of life which fosters both inner 
freedom and outer sustainability. 


We need to reject structural injustices and work towards the international 
redistribution of wealth. A new global economic order is essential in face 
of the global realities of today. 


*8. We are concerned that the plight of the world’s children is ignored and 
the numerous injustices suffered by women inadequately addressed. The voice 
of women, particularly, is urgently required in the developmental and 
environmental debate. 


*9. The Declaration does not address disarmament and the hoped-for ‘peace 
dividend’. The arms race, including arms testing, constitutes a major 
environmental hazard and militates against equitable and sustainable 
development. 


*10. We need to emphasize the importance of developing appropriate curricula 
in education, especially at the primary school level. 


The present environmental crisis is bringing about a renewed understanding and 
enthusiasm to work together to overcome divisions and injustices. This 
message can be brought by religious people through careful dialogue, mutual 
interest in our diverse traditions, and cooperative service. We are thus 
rediscovering and reaffirming the essence of all our teachings which may be 
called Peace. 


The role of the religious community is multiple: there is a healing role, a 
service role and, finally, a prophetic role. Accordingly we pledge: 


*1. To participate fully in the political and social life of our peoples, 
seeking to bring changes in human consciousness and thereby in the political 
and economic systems needed for a healthy future. 


*2. To ensure that the actions and voices of religious people be adequately 
seen and heard at UNCED and its related meetings. 


*3. To follow the formulation and implementation of the documents of UNCED, 
especially the Declaration and Agenda 21 and to encourage the member states 
to complete binding treaties on global warming and biodiversity. 


*4. To disseminate and interpret the final recommendations of UNCED; to 
articulate new opportunities and action-plans for our communities; to build 
upon the inter-faith and inter-organizational relationships forged during the 
process leading up to UNCED. 


*5. To continue serving, reflecting, meeting, and publishing on issues of 
environment and development, always probing deeper into the spiritual 
implications, and striving towards promulgation of an Earth Charter which 
would articulate a spiritual and material vision of life. 


*6. To strengthen our cooperation with the UN process to create the 
appropriate mechanisms and authority to implement the findings of UNCED. [EPS] 


26 FFE3 as Nasal { "od ~ On f if 
“~ 24 SUN 4999 = 


ENA PSS See ms ee 


00, CH-1211 Geneva2 Phone: (41-22) 7916515 Fax: (41-22)7981346 Telex: 415 730 OIK CH Editor: Ken Sililo Mubu 


(59/17) 
(06/16) 
iD 6} WAS ry a 
ry UNCiL OF CHURCHES 
>. Box 2100 - 
re) » 
wii~ 7 4 Bann ad 
Switzerlang 2 * 
FOR THE PERIOD 11-20 JUNE 1992 
Churches meet on "Earthly" issues, urge action to save planet 32506221 
Churches respond to worst African drought Py 4 
Papua New Guinea’s blockade of Bougainville "almost complete" ae 
Churches criticized for silence on child violence in Latin America -24 
USA: end of socialism not end of socialist ideals -25 
DIAKONIA assembly to be held for first time in Canada -26 
Czechoslovakia: ecumenical team visits congregations, urges dialogue rae 4 | 
Italy: working group meets to continue EGGYS process ~26 


Czechoslovakia: churches recognize each other’s baptisms, ordinations .29 


Spain: religion equality accord signed 30 
India: members of parliament handed memo on plight of Dalits -31 
Leaders of relief agencies reaffirm regional decision-making woe 
"People’s parliament" addresses poverty, divisons, fortress Europe ae) 
Leader of Council of Christians and Jews meets Castro of WCC -34 
Reformed delegation to Malawi "happy" with outcome of visit yee 
South Africa: Tutu calls for halt to township violence 730 
Australian church leader cites fraud, bribery during Filippino poll GE | 
ECUTEXTS: wCC Letter to the Churches on UNCED -38 

Churches’ Response and Recommendations to UNCED 519 


ress Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
unell of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA, Opinions expressed are not 
Nose of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 59 / Issue 17 


SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 


KEKKKKKKKKKKEKKKEK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


Available from WCC Publications, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, is the 
following new book: 


Sword of the Spirit: An Activist’s Understanding of the Bible, By Dhyanchand 
CarraGPrice: Sfr.8..90, USS5.95,, and /5 295 /UR soounds's 


A Complete List of Books, Periodicals and Audio-Visual Resources of the World 
Council of Churches, including books available in French, German and Spanish, 
and updated to June 1992, has just been published., and is also available from 
WCC Publications. 


Appeals from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 


Malawi: USS 530 000 
Nicaragua: US$800 000 
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EPS 92.06.21 
Churches meet on "Earthly" issues, urge action to save planet 


Over 174 global church representatives from 54 countries met (1-7 June) in one 
of Rio de Janeiro’s most impoverished neighbourhoods to deliberate new ways 
to "Search for a New Heaven and a New Earth", theme of the World Council of 
Churches’ "Ecumenical Encounter", a parallel event to the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) which was held 1-14 June. 


The gathering, held in a Roman Catholic Retreat Centre, just outside Rio de 
Janeiro, was facilitated by the National Christian Council of Churches of 
Brazil (NCCCB), the Ecumenical Coordination Service, the Latin American 
Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre. 


Speaking during opening ceremonies of the encounter, Brazilian Gerson Meyer, 
president of the NCCCB, said the presence of the church representatives "at 
this moment offers encouragement and strength to the churches in Brazil in 
moving from under the threat of catastrophe to the survival of the planet and 
maintaining natural resources via Christian responsibility". 


He added: "We are happy to have the experience you have accumulated, the 
knowledge you have gained, and are ready to promote all that we need to do for 
the integrity of creation to achieve the highest destiny of humanity - justice 
and solidarity with creation. We hope that the earth will hear the voices of 
the churches represented here". 


Much of the work that followed was accomplished in plenary sessions and in 
small groups. Among the topics discussed were "A New Vision for Creation", 
"Indigenous Peoples’ Vision and Racial Justice", "An Economic Future for 
People and the Earth", “Overcoming Militarism: Peace in a New Global Context" 
and "Ecumenical Ethics". 


Among those who addressed the Ecumenical Encounter were Wangai Maathai of the 
Greenbelt Movement of Kenya; Rigoberta Menchu of Guatemala, who is one of the 
1992 candidates for the Nobel Peace Prize; economist Herman Daly, who is a 
consultant to the World Bank; and theologians Ester Karsay (Hungary), Larry 
Rasmussen (USA), Walter Altmann (Brazil), and Leonardo Boff (Brazil). 


On 6 June, an all-night vigil in the Cathedral of Duque de Caxias was observed 
and attended by WCC representatives. The following day at dawn, on Pentecost 
Sunday, the group was joined by several thousand people from the community, 
bearing candles in a procession of light to the central square of the town for 
the Pentecost celebration, worship service and a communal action of sharing 
bread and fruit. 


After the Pentecost service, the group moved back to Rio de Janeiro to join 
the "Global Forum" events and to monitor the UNCED process. As an official 
NGO, the WCC had the privilege of sending delegates to various mediation 
functions. Two of the WCC’s representatives were assigned to the Inter- 
Sectoral dialogue with leaders of trade unions, professional associations, 
business and special interest groups. WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro met 
with government leaders, heads of state and key non-governmental bodies. 


At the end of the Encounter, the WCC sent a letter to the churches in which 
it expressed "a sense of urgency" at the "peril" facing the earth (see text 
of letter in this issue EPS 92.06.38). 


"Our only home is in plain jeopardy. We are at the precipice of self- 
destruction. For the very first time in the history of creation, certain life 
support systems of the planet are being destroyed by human actions", the 
letter said. It added that meeting in an area struggling against poverty and 
oppression, an area "known for deep degradation of life conditions for the 
majority of the population", the group saw signs of hope among those who are 
suffering. "Poverty and violence are overwhelmingly against human beings, 
along with high levels of environment-degrading pollution. This was symbolic 
for us, for wherever human beings are denied their God-created dignity, the 
rest of creation is denied its dignity also". 


In a document on ecumenical response to UNCED, the churches issued a statement 
addressing the Rio Declaration, bio-diversity, climate change, forests and 
agenda 21, an ambitious work plan which addresses the areas of environment and 
development (text of the document appears in this issue as EPS 92.06.39). [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.22 
Churches respond to worst African drought 


A joint World Council of Churches-All Africa Conference of Churches conference 
on the drought that has ravaged 12 African countries is to be held in Nairobi, 
Kenya (16-19 June), says Nico Keulemans, an emergencies officer in the WCC’s 
Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. 


The drought, which has affected mostly the southern African countries of 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Swaziland, Namibia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Angola, 
Botswana, South Africa, Kenya, and Tanzania, is the worst in a century and 
threatens 30 million people out of a population of 115 million with 
malnutrition, disease and starvation. 


In the Horn of Africa, the drought continues to stalk the countries of 
Ethiopia, Somalia and Sudan. Press reports say the drought is now spreading 
to the north through Kenya to include the entire eastern half of the 
continent, from Cape of Good Hope (South Africa) to Cairo (Egypt). 


According to estimates by the United Nations Food and- Agricultural 
Organization, the World Food Programme, the World Bank and the United States 
Agency for International Development, 10 million tons of grain will be needed 
to meet the shortfall of food caused by the failure of seasonal rains. 


Keulemans said the churches’ response to the relief and other needs in the 
drought-stricken countries is tied to the estimates determined by the 
governments in the affected nations. He said that, as early as February this 
year, the Food and Agricultural Organization and other bodies sent missions 
to the 12 countries to assess the extent of the drought. He added that the 
findings of the teams culminated in a major meeting of the United Nations and 
the Southern African Development Coordinating Conference (SADCC) in Geneva, 
Switzerland (1-2 June). 


That meeting, he said, managed to raise about 550 million US dollars out of 
the 800 million requested by the affected countries. "That was a record asking 
and a record pledging in the history of the United Nations and when all the 
funds have been given out, the region might have the full amount it needs to 
fight the drought", he said. 


Keulemans said the Nairobi gathering is intended to review relief programmes 
prepared by the national Christian councils of the affected countries. The 
meeting is also a response to the recommendations of a mid-May meeting of 
about 40 church leaders of the Fellowship of Councils of Churches in Eastern 
and Southern Africa (FOCCESA), the WCC and the Nairobi-based All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC), in Copenhagen, Denmark (EPS 92.05.52). 


He explained that the meeting will bring together representatives of the WCC, 
the AACC, FOCCESA, the Lutheran World Federation, Caritas Internationalis and 
other relief and aid agencies from North America, Europe and Asia. 
Representatives of Ethiopia and Somalia are also expected to attend. 


Resource persons have also been identified to participate in the meeting. 
Among them are Kimpianga Mahaniah of Zaire, a former member of staff of the 
then-Commission of the Churches on Inter-Church Aid, Refugees and World 
Service of the WCC, Daniel Kilem of Cameroon, also a former WCC staff member 
in the then-Commission on Churches Participation in Development, J.K. Michael, 
director of the Churches’ Auxiliary for Social Action of India, Wim Klaassen 
of Dutch Interchurch Aid, and William Temu of the Nairobi-based CORAT 
organization. 


As part of the churches’ response, Keulemans said, staffing has also been 
strengthened to meet the expected work load. For example, the WCC has employed 
a drought relief consultant who is currently touring the affected countries. 


In a related development, Church World Service, the relief arm of the (US) 
National Council of Churches has launched an appeal for 1 million US dollars 
for victims of drought and civil war in southern Africa, according to a 2-June 
press release. 


The press release said the funds will be used to provide food and well- 
drilling equipment to Zimbabwe, Malawi and Tanzania. [EPS] 
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Papua New Guinea’s blockade of Bougainville "almost complete" 


A 12-June statement of the Solomon Islands Christian Association (SICA) said 
the blockade of supplies to the southern part of the island of Bougainville 
by the Papua New Guinean (PNG) government "has almost become complete". 


Issued by the SICA’s Humanitarian Assistance to Bougainville and signed by its 
coordinator, Roman Catholic priest J.N. Arkwright, the statement said there 
has been an increase in military activity of the PNG forces in the area. 


Quoting eye-witnesses in the region, the statement said "war conditions" now 
prevail, with nightly bombardments of some areas of Bougainville, especially 
Kangu Beach. 


Wide-sweeping patrols by PNG forces in motor boats along the whole coastline 
of Bougainville are also reported to have been carried out. The statement also 
said local people in the western part of neighbouring Solomon Islands live in 
fear as military activity is now spreading to their areas. 


The island of Bougainville is part of the South Pacific nation of Papua New 
Guinea. The bulk of PNG is formed by the eastern half of the island of New 
Guinea. 


Following the independence of Papua New Guinea from Australia in 1975, 
Bougainville was placed under PNG control. At that time, Bougainvilleans 
declared their intentions of self-government and asked for a United Nations- 
supervised referendum. In 1988, major demonstrations against PNG rule rocked 
the island and over 6000 Bougainvillean homes were destroyed, displacing 

24 000 people from their villages. 


In March 1990, the PNG government agreed to withdraw its troops from 
Bougainville. All PNG services to the island were suspended and a crippling 
blockade imposed which halted the flow of medicines and other supplies to the 
island. On 17 May 1990, the Bougainvillean Revolutionary Army declared 
Bougainville an independent republic. The declaration has not been recognised 
by any country in the world. 


The SICA statement said a few supplies of essential items are still being sent 
into the troubled island nation. But, added the statement, "confirmed reports" 
tell of PNG patrol boats visiting villages in Solomon Islands warning the 
inhabitants not to allow fuel supplies into Bougainville. 


"It is difficult now to get a picture of what is happening within 
Bougainville", the statement added. 


The statement also said following the death of Anthony Anugu, a Bougainvillean 
who spear-headed the campaign for the restoration of ;: supplies to the 
beleaguered island nation before Easter, there are reports of intensified 
fighting among warring groups. "Since that time all radio contact with 
Catholic mission stations in the south has ceased. Independent sources tell 
us ... personnel have agreed to suspend transmission for ‘ security’ reasons”. 


Most affected by the blockade, said the statement, are medical supplies. There 
are no confirmed reports of "distribution of medical supplies taking place”, 
and "there can be no doubt that the sick are dying unnecessarily". 


Earlier this year, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches issued a 
statement in which it expressed concern at the continued PNG blockade of the 
island nation of Bougainville (EPS 92.02.29). The 4-February letter to PNG 
Prime Minister Rabbie N. Namaliu signed by General Secretary Emilio Castro 
said the ecumenical body had been disturbed by reports of shelling by PNG 
forces of some villages in Bougainville. 


In May this year (EPS 92.05.03), the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) 
wrote to heads of member churches of the ecumenical body in Papua New Guinea 
expressing concern at the escalating conflict and appealed to the churches 
there not to "keep silent" while "our brothers and sisters in Bougainville are 
suffering". The letter challenged the principle of "non-interference" in the 
internal matters of sovereign states, adding that "this principle can be an 
alibi for doing nothing or for committing unjust deeds". [EPS] 
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Churches criticized for silence on child violence in Latin America 


Participants at the second consultation on violence against children held in 
Honduras, 25-28 May, reported that extermination, slavery, physical and sexual 
abuse continue in many regions of Latin America. More information has been 
uncovered since the first meeting in Sao Paulo two years ago. While many 
church-related groups are working with the children, the question the 
participants asked was, where are the churches in the fight against child 
abuse? 


The consultation was convened by the World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit 
IV - Sharing and Service, the Latin American Council of Churches, and the (US) 
National Council of Churches. It brought together children from El Salvador, 
Brazil and Peru as well as representatives of programmes working with children 
in high risk situations throughout the region. 


One of the children at the first consultation is known to have met a violent 
death. A woman from Peru is fleeing death threats from the Sendera Luminoso 
(Shining Path) guerrilla group. The same group is alleged to have shot and 
dynamited the body of Maria-Elena Moyano in February this year. She, too, was 
a worker with women and children. 


A Catholic priest working in Brazil, Bruno Secci, spoke of the continuing 
killing of street children in Brazil. Secci was responsible for uncovering the 
plight of thousands of girls sold into sexual slavery in the Amazonia. He 
criticized the churches for not speaking out on the plight of the children, 
adding, "we can’t forgive the churches for their silence". 


A 16-year-old boy spoke of the dire poverty which pushes children into street 
work. He highlighted the dilemma between making such work illegal and denying 
a means of survival or of improving conditions and seeming to approve of 
children as young as 5-6 years being forced to work. 


Another Catholic priest, Alejandro Cussianovich of Peru, spoke of 50 000 
orphans, 2000 child refugees and 120 000 children displaced by internal 
conflicts in the country. 


He also estimated that there were 5000 combatant children with at least 4000 
in military and self-defence groups. "Children in war are not only direct 
victims but they are transformed into participants in the violence." 


From both Peru and Guatemala participants articulated a general sense that 
there is no concept of reconciliation or dialogue for compromise or peace. 
Instead, there is a mentality of accepted violence. Many people linked the 
abuse and oppression of women with the plight of children. "Women are the 
bearers of culture and tradition - if we don’t empower the women, where is the 
future?", they asked. 


Another 16-year-old from El Salvador told of seeing her brother tortured. 
Another girl from Brazil, also 16 years, said “when we see other children 
dead, we don’t know where to start". 


The children asked that churches and people in other countries put pressure 
on their governments so that aid is not spent on arms and killing but goes to 
help the people. 


"Can’t you do something about the debts that have to be paid that take away 
from us?", they asked. 


The consultation continued the process of networking for exchange of 
information and joint advocacy. An expanded Core Group was requested to 
formally constitute an operating network within 12 months. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.25 
Reformed leader: end of socialism not end of socialist ideals ;rracy Early’) 


Milan Opocensky, a former theology professor in Prague who is now general 
secretary of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches, told a "New 
World Order" consultation in New York that 1989 brought "the end of one 
particular model of socialism but not the end of the socialist ideal". 


The Soviet Union misused the hope that people had placed in socialism, he 
said, and became repressive in everyday practice. But Marxism had important 
insights, he said, and "the issue of social justice cannot be lost". 


Opocensky was one of several international figures brought in to join US 
speakers in assessing ways the churches could respond to calls for a new world 
order. Immediately prior to the New York consultation 29 April-1 May, 
Opocensky and some of the other participants spoke at a similar event in 
Chicago. Both consultations were jointly sponsored by the Theology in Global 
Context Association and the New World Order project of the (US) National 
Council of Churches. 


Addressing a session on "A Theological Approach to a New Europe, East and 
West", Opocensky said "the theology of Marxism has been wrong" in failing to 
recognize that the human being is "fallen". But he rejected "black-white 
thinking" that views the experience of Eastern Europe as totally good or 
totally evil, and denounced a "new kind of Inquisition and witch hunt" that 
he said was underway "in the name of freedom and democracy”. 


Today, he said, the effort to build a new world order needs to focus on such 
goals as abolition of Third World debt, disarmament and protection of the 
environment. 


Larry L. Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr professor at Union Seminary in New York 
and co-moderator of the World Council of Churches Unit on Justice, Peace and 
Creation, told a session on "Ecumenical and Interfaith Responses" that the 
ecumenical movement was "in dire straits" but nonetheless one of the movements 
offering hope. A principal need of this movement now, he said, is to bring 
together concerns for justice and for ecology, and to integrate the justice, 
peace and creation emphasis with the over-all conciliar process seeking church 
unity. 


Participating in a panel on "The Middle East in a New Phase", General 
Secretary Gabriel Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches said the Gulf 
War gave the United States a false impression its "credibility" had risen to 
record heights. Although that may have been true for "certain regimes", he 
said, the opposite was the case for the general population. Middle East 
Christians, he said, were hurt by identification with the image of Western 
Christianity presented by US President George Bush and the US efforts to 
dominate their region. 


Marc Ellis, a Jewish professor at the School of Theology of the Roman Catholic 
Maryknoll Fathers in Ossining, New York, attacked the stance of Jewish leaders 
supporting Israeli actions against the Palestinians, and also condemned the 
reluctance of many Christians to jeopardize Jewish relations by criticizing 
the Jewish state. He said the Jewish leadership was using this "ecumenical 
deal" to escape challenge as Israel continued oppressing Palestinians, and 
Christians would become guilty of aiding this oppression unless they took a 
new approach. "Christians in the ecumenical dialogue will have to move beyond 
the view of Israel as innocent and redemptive", he said. Other speakers 
included Allan Boesak of South Africa, Kwok Pui Lan of Hong Kong and Frangoise 
Smyth-Florentin of France. [EPS] 


[Tracy Early is a freelance writer based in New York, USA] 


EPS 92.06.26 
DIAKONIA assembly to be held for first time in Canada 


The International Assembly of DIAKONIA, the World Federation of Diaconal 
Associations and Sisterhoods, will be held for the first time in Canada. This 
world association focusing on educational, pastoral and social aspects of the 
church will gather in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, 19-26 June. "Christ with us in 
the storms of life" is the theme of this 16th assembly of DIAKONIA. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.27 
Czechoslovakia: ecumenical team visits congregations, urges dialogue 


Invited by the Czechoslovak Ecumenical Council (CEC) and brought together by 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit II - Mission, 
Education and Witness, a nine-person ecumenical delegation from nine different 
countries visited local congregations of all the 11 member churches of the 
CEC, 6-24 May. 


The visit was designed to express solidarity with the Czechoslovak Christians 
in view of the challenges presented by the rapid world changes and to find out 
how the congregations were responding to the challenges. 


According to a report prepared by Gerhard Linn, a WCC staff member, the team 
first visited local Baptist, Evangelical and Methodist congregations in Prague 
before dividing into three groups to tour other parts of the country. 


At the end of their visit, the delegation members prepared a pastoral letter 
to all Christian communities in Czechoslovakia to be read in all churches. 


The pastoral letter said the people of Czechoslovakia are now emerging "from 
the captivity of the socialist system" and noted that "changes of restitution 
and privatization" were taking place. 


The letter cautioned that care must be exercised in dealing with the past. 
"Reconciliation requires speaking out concretely what happened in the past, 
confession, and forgiveness. Looking for scapegoats, bearing grudges, and 
seeking revenge have no place in Christian reconciliation". 


The letter added: "Dealing with the past must include both the spectrum of 
experiences people had with the government, from oppression to support, and 
the historical injustices the churches and confessions have done to each 
other. Healing requires time and work; it cannot be forced quickly". 


The delegation noted that the "new situation" in Czechoslovakia "has brought 
you new anxieties as well as wonderful new opportunities" and hoped that these 
would be translated in the training "for your elders and lay leaders so that 
they can assume more initiative and responsibility in building community in 
your parishes". 


The letter noted that tensions were prevalent in both the church and in 
society and that these were expressed through bitterness, mutual blaming and 
hatred and recommended that the CEC initiate dialogue "where the churches 
involved may speak honestly about the past, where one’s own guilt can be 
recognized ... this could contribute to the reconciliation necessary in 
society ...", the report added. The delegation members were drawn from 
Romania, United States, South Africa, France, Brazil, India, Egypt, South 
Korea and Germany. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.28 
Italy: working group meets to continue EGGYS process 


An extended meeting of the Staff Working Group of the Ecumenical Gathering of 
Youth and Students (EGGYS), composed of representatives from the World Council 
of Churches’ Youth Team, the World Student Christian Federation, the 
International Movement of Catholic Students, the International Young Catholic 
Students, and the World Alliance of the YMCAs, was held (25-30 May) in 
Rome/Italy. 


The meeting was hosted by the Catholic University Federation of Italy and was 
called to finalize the content and composition of EGGYS’ working groups and 
also to look at ways of upholding EGGYS national committees and regional 
processes. The meeting also examined the financial position of the world youth 
gathering. 


Some 80 youth from 45 countries were selected to form EGGYS’ seven working 
groups which will deal with issues ranging from Bible study and liturgy to 
education. The working groups are conceived as a means to contextualize and 
enrich the process of ecumenical cooperation by focusing on the themes and 
issues relevant to youth and students world-wide. The EGGYS will be held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 10-26 July 1993. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.29 
Czechoslovakia: churches recognize each other’s baptisms, ordinations 


The Czechoslovak Hussite Church and the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren 
have recognized each other as belonging "to the one Body of Christ", according 
to a report in the Austrian ecumenical press service epd-6. 


The two World Council of Churches members acknowledged each other’s baptisms 
and ordinations as valid and set conditions for eucharistic sharing. 


The joint declaration says certain historically-rooted differences remain 
between the two churches, but that they are bound together by their "biblical 
starting point" and by the Reformation. Congregations are urged to work out 
concrete possibilities for collaboration. In another joint declaration, the 
two churches condemned racist and nationalistic tendencies and spoke out on 
behalf of "good cooperation of all people in a common federative state", thus 
clearly rejecting the separation of the Czech and Slovak republics. 


The Czech Brethren and the Roman Catholic Church in Bohemia and Moravia have 
also agreed to recognize each other’s baptisms, to acknowledge that members 
of the two churches recognize each other as brothers and sisters in Christ and 
to engage in further ecumenical dialogue about their differences. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.30 
Spain: religion equality accord signed 


Since the end of April, Spain’s 15 000 Jews, 200 O00 Muslims and 300 000 
Protestants have been on an equal legal footing with the country’s Catholics. 


Agreements signed by Spanish justice minister Tomas de la Quadra and 
representatives of the three communities covered such areas as the status of 
the clergy, places of worship, taxation and provision of religious services 
in public education, prisons and the army. 


A similar agreement was signed with the Roman Catholic Church in 1979. In 
fact, however, de la Quadra noted, during the past five centuries "the Spanish 
state has had relations with only one confessional community, the Catholic 
Church". 


In 1492, Spain’s defeat of the Moors at Granada signalled the virtual end of 
Islamic presence on the peninsula. That same year the Jews were expelled from 
Spain, where they had flourished for fifteen centuries in such centres as 
Toledo and Cordoba, by a royal edict: 


In March, Israeli president Chaim Herzog marked the anniversary by visiting 
Spain and joining King Juan Carlos at a service of reconciliation in a 
Synagogue in Madrid. "We cannot change the past", Herzog said. "What we can 
do is learn from its lessons and thus assure a better future for ourselves and 
humanity". 


The new accords with non-Catholic communities attest to the country’s vision 
of "an effective pluralism, tolerance and openness", de la Quadra said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.31 
India: members of parliament handed memo on plight of Dalits 


A memorandum signed by 185 members of the Indian parliament in New Delhi was 
submitted to the country’s prime minister (12 May). The parliamentarians 
appealed to the prime minister to help put an end to the flagrant violation 
of the ideals of secularism, human rights and equal justice by extending 
statutory benefits to scheduled caste Christians or Dalits. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.32 
Leaders of relief agencies reaffirm regional decision-making 


Leaders of ecumenical relief and aid agencies meeting in Geneva (2-3 June) re- 
affirmed their commitment to regional decision-making on issues related to 
sharing and service. They committed themselves to work with partners to 
clarify and strengthen regional strategies and to develop guidelines for 
ecumenical relationships. 


Klaus Poser, head of the World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service - who convened the meeting, welcomed the exchange and said 
his unit will ensure that partners from all regions are involved in these 
processes. It was agreed that approaches to regionalisation and relationships 
between agencies and regional and national ecumenical bodies would be helped 
by a commitment to guidelines on what constitutes "ethical" ecumenical 
behaviour. 


Among those who attended the meeting were representatives of Bread for the 
World (Germany), Church World Service (USA), Finchurchaid (Finland), 
Interchurch Organization for Development Cooperation (Netherlands), and Church 
of Sweden Aid. Others were from Danchurch Aid (Denmark), Christian Aid (United 
Kingdom), Lutheran World Relief (USA), and Icelandic Church Aid. [EPS] 


| EPS 92.06.33 
"People’s parliament" addresses poverty, divisions, fortress Europe 


Over 800 people from all over Europe and guests from Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, Canada, the United States, and the Caribbean, witnessed the opening 
ceremonies (5 June) of the meeting of Kairos Europa or "People’s parliament" 
in Strasbourg, France. Kairos Europa brought together about 500 ecumenical, 
cultural, environmental, social and other "grassroots" groups to address the 
changes taking place in Europe. 


According to a press release issued 8 June, Kairos Europa was formed "because 
of deep concerns about the effects of the powerful changes in the whole of 
Europe on marginalised groups both inside and outside Europe". 


The meeting was officially opened by Strasbourg’s deputy mayor. She told the 
participants that her city was happy to host the gathering because "Kairos 
Europa stands for those values of justice, solidarity and hope which 
Strasbourg has chosen to put at the heart of its civic action. 


Theo Kneifel, international coordinator of Kairos Europa told the meeting that 
the agenda of the five-day event was "ambitious" because it relied "not on 
experts or bureaucrats, but on our experience, our sufferings and small 
victories. Our very being here is a sign of contradiction to the power 
structures as we raise our voices and say ‘listen to us’". 


During plenary sessions on the opening day, the participants heard reports 
from Kairos Europa’s commissions on Food and Land, Shelter and the 
Environment, Work and Unemployment, Migration and Fortress Europe, Cultural 
Identity and 500 Years. In the afternoon, a demonstration took place in front 
of the European Parliament. A public rally was also later held outside 
Strasbourg Cathedral. 


According to the press release, the demonstration was organized to focus on 
the fear that while barriers are coming down inside Europe, the barriers 
around the continent are getting higher, and also to "strengthen bonds between 
groups ‘on the periphery’; the marginalized minorities inside Europe and the 
majorities of poor people in the Third World and to raise our voices in 
protest against policies which create poverty, division and alienation". Among 
the speakers at the demonstration were Frank Chikane, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches and Bishop Balduino of Brazil. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.34 
Leader of Council of Christians and Jews meets Castro of WCC 


Sigmund Sternberg, chairman of the executive committee of the International 
Council of Christians and Jews, met with WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
on 25 May in Geneva. 


The two agreed that the agenda for Christian-Jewish dialogue must be open to 
new topics and that the dialogue should broaden to involve both Jews and 
Christians who have not had the significant experience of sharing a common 
history - particularly in Latin America, Africa and Asia. 


Sternberg told Castro he hoped the new structure for WCC programmes (which 
went into effect at the beginning of this year) will lead to deepening and 
renewal of Christian-Jewish dialogue. Castro called particular attention to 
the programme on the significance of Judaism for Christian theology, which is 
on the agenda of the Programme Unit on Unity and Renewal. This, he said, will 
give an important new dimension to the work of the WCC. [EPS] 


| EPS 92.06.35 
Reformed delegation to Malawi "happy" with outcome of visit 


A delegation of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches which visited Malawi 
"at the urgent request" of the Southern African Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(29 May-7 June), said in a statement that "a most satisfactory outcome" to its 
visit was achieved. 


The statement said the delegation’s aims - to meet with and assist the Church 
of Central Africa Presbyterian at a critical juncture in the life of Malawi 
and the Church, and to meet with the President of the Republic of Malawi to 
offer help from the WARC member churches at this difficult time - were 
achieved. 


On 2 June, the delegation released the text of the letter which it presented 
to President Banda in which it expressed concern at the recent disturbances 
"to the peace and calm of Malawi which arise from a growing gap between the 
rich and the poor, and from the inability of the present political system to 
effectively channel demands for change". 


The letter, titled "The Nation of Malawi in Crisis: The Church’s Concern" also 
addressed the drought which has engulfed the southern African sub-continent 
and said confidence in the government at this critical time "is of the utmost 
importance". 


"We are concerned that both within the country and on the part of its major 
donors, represented at the recent Paris meeting of the Consultative Group for 
Malawi, such trust is presently lacking". 


The letter also urged the government to appoint a broadly-based Commission to 
make specific proposals for structural reform towards a political system with 
sufficient checks and balances of use of power and guarantees of 
accountability at all levels of government, to review the judicial system and 
to look into the distribution of income and wealth. It also called for an end 
to the practice of detention without trial, release or fair trial for all 
political detainees, reform of conditions of imprisonment, and to allow 
freedom of expression and association. 


In March this year (EPS 92.04.07, 05.17, 05.50), a pastoral letter critical 
of the autocratic rule of President Banda issued by the seven Roman Catholic 
bishops of Malawi, resulted in the brief detention of the church leaders and 
to the expulsion of one of them. 


Irish missionary John Roche was given 24 hours to leave Malawi by the 
government there. He was apostolic administrator of Mzuzu. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.36 
South Africa: Tutu calls for halt to township violence 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu has issued a set of strong 
challenges to South African political leaders across the spectrum to take 
action to end continuing violence. He was delivering a sermon at St George’s 
Cathedral, Cape Town (5 June) during a "National Day of Prayer and Healing”. 


Services were organised at churches of all denominations throughout the 
country in response to an appeal from the committee of church leaders which 
organised the historic "Rustenburg Conference" in 1990 - a meeting which drew 
an unprecedented range of churches together. 


In his’ sermon, Archbishop Tutu called for an end to intimidation and to 


"necklacing" - in which victims are burned to death with petrol-soaked tyres 
around their necks. There has been a resurgence of the practice - initially 
seen in townships in 1985 - in recent weeks. 


He also appealed to political leaders to hold joint peace rallies "where they 
must not try to score political points off each other but where they will 
condemn violence unequivocally ...". 


He said blacks who were being bribed to kill fellow blacks should not allow 
themselves to be duped. 


Archbishop Tutu also called on the South African government to produce a 
"neutral, apolitical and professional" police force. 


He condemned politicians at South Africa’s democracy talks - known as the 
Conference for a Democratic South Africa (CODESA) - to stop "splitting hairs 
and quibbling and jockeying for position ... when people are dying". [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.37 
Australian church leader cites fraud, bribery during Filipino poll 


An Australian church leader who was among the 20 foreign observers invited by 
the Filipino non-governmental organizations to monitor the conduct of voting 
and vote-counting in the Philippines’ elections in May, has said the polls 
there were far from being clean and honest. 


According to a report appearing in the Tasmanian-based Religion Watch of 8 
June, Jill Tabart, president-elect of the Uniting Church of Australia, said 
upon her return from the Philippines that the elections were not fair. 


She said while the level of violence and bloodshed in the whole nation was not 
as great as might have been anticipated, the elections were far from being 
clean and honest. "We came across many cases of vote-buying, fraud, terrorism, 
standover tactics and bribery, both in what we saw and in information gathered 
from people to whom we spoke." 


She said that the sheer complexity of the voting system (including measures 
which, ironically, had been introduced to try to counter illegal practices), 
coupled with the very limited physical resources in remote areas, left a wide 
margin for human error and many opportunities for fraud. 


"The systems of fraud and manipulation are well entrenched", she said. "In 
terms of the presidential election, the winner will be the one who was most 
determined to win; there is little doubt that the result will be a rigged 
one". 


Tabart said her temptation to be totally cynical was countered by the activity 
of the non-governmental organizations, including churches, in educating people 
at the grassroots about the issues at stake and heightening people’s sense of 
responsibility about the way they voted. 


‘When you live in poverty far away from the big cities, the elections can mean 
little because whoever wins is not likely to make any difference to your 
situation", she said, adding "It’s easy to see why people are willing to be 
paid to vote. However, there are signs that people are beginning to accept 
that change can begin with them exercising their electoral power". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.38 
Ecutext: WCC Letter to the Churches on UNCED 


[This is the text of a letter sent from Brazil by the World Council of 
Churches to its member churches at the end of the " Search for the New Heaven 
and the New Earth", a WCC parallel event to the UNCED or "Earth Summit" held 
for the churches in Rio de Janeiro, 1-7 June.] 


To our brothers and sisters in all the churches, grace, mercy and peace to you 
in the name of the Crucified and Risen Christ! We have constantly given 
thanks for you and remembered you as we gathered in Brazil this Pentecost 
Season, 1992. A candle has burned continuously in our midst, bearing the light 
and life and hope we share with you. It burned from the opening moments of 
praise to our God in worship each day, throughout our deliberations, and until 
we joined the fire of thousands in the night vigil and the dawn procession 
celebrating their Pentecost. With you we have prayed for the Holy Spirit to 
fall gently upon the peoples gathered for the Earth Summit, to inspire our 
sons and daughters to prophesy and to fill the young with visions of justice 
and the old with dreams of healing this wounded world. This very same Spirit 
leads us to recognize, in creation, the One who "makest springs gush forth in 
the valleys", who "brings forth food from the earth", who "stretched out the 
heavens like a tent" and "set the earth on its foundations" (Psalm 104). ... 
Remembering you, we have gathered as Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox, 
and Anglicans - Christians from fifty-four nations at the World Council of 
Churches conference "Searching for the New Heaven and the New Earth". For 
years many of you have been engaged in the conciliar process on Justice, 
Peace, and Integrity of Creation. Committed to this vision, we have laboured 
to respond in faith and hope to the momentous issues of the Earth Summit, the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. 


Dear sisters and brothers, we write with a sense of urgency. The earth is in 
peril. Our only home is in plain jeopardy. We are at the precipice of self- 
destruction. For the very first time in the history of creation, certain life 
support systems of the planet are being destroyed by human actions. 


Here we have seen this again at Baixada Fluminense, State of Rio de Janeiro. 
Visiting communities we have seen signs of hope of the poor who struggle 
against poverty and oppression. For this area is known for deep degradation 
of life conditions for the majority of the population. Poverty and violence 
are overwhelming against human beings, along with high levels of environment- 
degrading pollution. This was symbolic for us, for wherever human beings are 
denied their God-created dignity, the rest of creation is denied its dignity 
also. It is as though the terrible vision of Isaiah were taking place in our 
midst. 


"The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants: for they have transgressed 
laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant ... Therefore a 
curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt." (Isaiah 
24:5-6a) 


Brothers and sisters, you understand why our hearts are heavy. UNCED is 
meeting twenty years after the Stockholm Conference on the Environment and not 
one single major trend of environmental degradation has been reversed. All 
life today is endangered to a far higher degree than twenty years ago. We are 
fearful about even more brutal facts twenty years from now. For we continue 
to assault the planet. Consumption of energy continues as though it were 
limitless in content and benign in effect. Many animal and plant species have 
been brought to extinction. Pollution of water, soil, and air is greater than 
ever. Desertification and deforestation accelerate. 


Vast sums for weapons and militarization continue to drain desperately needed 
resources and the practice of the powerful to use local conflict for political 
and economic purposes, after the ending of East-West confrontation, has 
escalated. The burden of the debt of poor countries has become more and more 
stifling. Hunger afflicts more and more people, not only in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, but also in the Eastern European countries, the Middle East, 
the Far East, the Caribbean, and even within the affluent nations of the so- 
Called "First World". Economic policies imposed upon already impoverished 
countries strangle the possibility of survival for multitudes of people. And 
the children, what shall we say to the children and to generations to come? 
[over] 


wcc letter to the churches on UNCED/2 


We have come inevitably to the conclusion that the prevailing system is 
exploiting nature and peoples on a worldwide scale and promises to continue 
at an intensified rate. You will understand why our hearts are heavy and why 
it is extremely urgent that we as churches make strong and permanent 
spiritual, moral and material commitments to the emergence of new models of 
society, based in deepest gratitude to God for the gift of life and in respect 
for the whole of God’s creation. 


Toward this end we have worked together this week on the vision of just, 
peaceful, and ecologically sustainable development in a life-centred world 
society and send, with this letter, our detailed recommendations to the 
churches on many of the issues that now imperil us and all life. As well, we 
implore members of churches to urge their national governments to sign the 
UNCED declarations and conventions, and to implement their decisions. 


We dare not deny our own role as churches in the crisis which now overwhelms 
us. We have not spoken the prophetic word ourselves. Indeed, we did not even 
hear it when it was spoken by others of late, including a number of 
scientists. Much less did we hear the cries of indigenous peoples, who have 
told us for centuries that modernity would foul its own nest and even devour 
its own children. 


So we need to mourn and repent. We have offended our God, "maker of heaven and 
earth", and we have blasphemed life and one another. We have come to our 
senses only very late, and do not do so even yet. We have brought the harsh 
judgement of even the infinitely Compassionate and Merciful One upon us, for 
our massive neglect, injustice and destruction. We plead for forgiveness and 
pray for a profound change of heart, a radical turning from the way of death 
to God and the way of life. 


For there is hope (2 Cor. 4:7-12). Our God is a God of life, and the power of 
the Holy Spirit permeates all creation. Therefore, we should develop a 
Spirituality of creation. Biblically, spirituality means to live according to 
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the giver and sustainer of life. All that 
fosters life, such as justice, solidarity, and love, and all that defends 
life, such as the evangelical commitment to stand with the poor, the struggle 
against racism and casteism, and the pledge to reduce armaments and violence, 
concretely signifies living according to the Spirit. This is more than a 
political act for the Christian, it is spiritual practice. 


Even more, to live according to the Spirit is to capture its presence in all 
creation. For, as we said early on, the Spirit inhabits the whole cosmos, 
gives breath to all life, and tunes our hearts to hear the heartbeat of the 
earth and the way of truth and beauty. What is opposed to the Spirit, then, 
is not the material and the world, but rather sin and the power of death. And 
where we must always begin is with veneration and respect for all creatures, 
especially for human beings, beginning with those most in need. 


The Spirit teaches us to go first to those places where community and creation 
are most obviously languishing, those melancholy places where the cry of the 
people and the cry of the earth are intermingled together. Here we meet Jesus, 
who goes before, in solidarity and healing. Here we receive, and give, bread 
for the hungry, water for the thirsty, laughter for the needy, consolation for 
the grieved. It is here we offer our true spiritual worship as members one of 
another (Rom. 12:1). 


Our churches themselves must be places where we learn anew what it means that 
God’‘s covenant extends to all creatures, by rediscovering the eco-centric 
dimension of the Bible. This means a modest material lifestyle that loves and 
treats the earth gently, as God does. At the same time, we should include the 
material elements in our celebrations and praise the cosmic symphony the 
Spirit continually composes. As we do so, we should cultivate a penitential 
attitude for the sins committed against nature and nurture compassion for the 
beings we harm (Phil. 2:1-5). 


We should fashion relationships of inclusion and reconciliation between the 
sexes, between races, cultures, and peoples, maintaining a posture of blessed 
anointing before each being and the whole body of beings. For remember, dear 
sisters and brothers, we are the body of Christ and members of the cosmic 
temple of God. Let us pray during this Pentecost Season, then, for the Holy 
Spirit to come upon us afresh. Let us cry out with all our being "Come, Holy 
Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation!" [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.39 
Ecutext: Churches’ Response and Recommendations to UNCED 


[This is the text of recommendations titled "Ecumenical Response to UNCED" 
issued by the WCC-sponsored "Searching for the New Heaven and the New Earth", 
a churches’ parallel event to UNCED held 1-7 June in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.] 


Within their understanding of justice, peace and the integrity of creation, 
churches approached the Earth Summit convinced of the need for action to 
protect the well-being of all creation and to redress the inequities which 
perpetuate poverty in so much of the world. In UNCED we recognize both 
achievement and limitations. For the first time, the world community was 
gathered to deal with the interrelated crises of ecological destruction and 
global poverty. However, the results of UNCED are an inadequate response to 
the seriousness of the crisis. 


Churches have been involved in issues of environment and development for many 
years and will continue long after UNCED. They view UNCED as one point ina 
long process to bring about ecological sustainability and economic justice. 
The scope of UNCED’s Agenda 21 is an illustration of the long-term nature of 
the issues. Given the urgency to make progress, churches have an important 
role in witnessing with their people about the changes needed to achieve just, 
equitable and ecologically-sustainable development. Ecumenical networks among 
churches including the JPIC network will be crucial in facilitating church 
follow-up of UNCED. 


* a). The Rio Declaration: The WCC and some member churches were active in the 
early negotiation stages of UNCED in providing input to what was proposed as 


an “Earth Charter". The Rio Declaration which was the outcome of those 
negotiations is perhaps an appropriate compromise among the positions 
advocated by various countries. The Declaration acknowledges human 


responsibility to care for the planet as a whole; it recognizes that the 
ecological crisis is caused largely by the industrial and consumer practices 
in developed nations; and it calls for greater international cooperation to 
address problems of environment and development. 


Many of the principles (e.g. preventive principle, polluter pays principle) 
provide the basis for significant and perhaps even radical change if taken 
seriously and implemented. Churches should use the Rio Declaration to press 
for changes in their own societies and internationally. Churches should also 
be prepared to participate in further movement towards a full Earth Charter, 
perhaps in 1995, the 50th anniversary of the UN. 


* b). Biodiversity. The richness and variety of life forms on Earth bear 
witness to God’s creativity. We acknowledge that the traditional 
anthropocentric nature of Christian theology has contributed to one species, 
human beings, destroying and threatening many other life forms. Furthermore, 
the powerful within the human community are seeking to gain ownership rights 
over life forms to extract maximum economic profit. 


The international community must take action to protect biodiversity. The 
Biodiversity Convention signed by some nations at Rio is a first step, but 
further action to limit the destructive impact of societies generally, and 
transnational corporations and governments specifically, is urgently required. 
Churches can play an important role by advocating principles that: 

* - respect the inherent integrity of all species (cf. the Rights of 
Nature produced by WARC); 

* — conserve biodiversity in order to stabilize the life-support system 
of the planet, enable sustainable development, and ensure equitable 
access to generative resources; 

* - protect the territorial rights of indigenous peoples in whose lands 
great varieties of life exist; 

* - control the life-threatening transboundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and their disposal (cf. Basel Convention 1989) as well as 
their destructive impacts within countries. [over] 
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* cc). Climate Change: The WCC and many member churches have been deeply 
concerned about global warming. They see it as a threat to Creation caused 
largely by the polluting emissions of industrialized nations but with the 
adverse consequences experienced most severely by developing countries. The 
climate convention signed at UNCED is a first step to address the problem but 
falls far short of what is needed. Largely because of opposition from the 
United States, the Convention contains no specific targets or schedules for 
limiting greenhouse gas emissions. 


Reducing the threat of global warming clearly implies the need within 
industrialized countries for a drastic change in lifestyles, a major reduction 
in energy consumption, and a significant reorientation in their economies. 
Scientific evidence indicates the need for a global reduction of carbon 
dioxide emissions by 2 per cent annually if eco-systems are not to be 
irrevocably damaged. In order to allow for the development needs of the South, 
a higher rate (e.g. 3 per cent) should be required for industrialized 
countries. Churches should encourage their societies, through whatever means 
possible, to pursue such targets as well as limiting other greenhouse gas 
emissions, banning CFCs, drastically increasing energy conservation and 
efficiency. Nuclear energy is not an appropriate alternative to fossil fuels 
either from an ecological or economic perspective. Reducing energy demand is 
the better approach. All countries, both in the North and in the South should 
promote the growth of forests and other plant life as a carbon sink (c.f. 
Seoul JPIC Statement, Gwatt Consultation Report, "Churches on Climate 
Change"). 


As southern countries pursue development, global warming challenges them not 
to repeat the mistakes of the North. Limiting the increase in their emissions 
is complicated by many economic factors including the link between poverty and 
deforestation. International cooperation and significant transfers of 
financial resources and technology will be required if the South is to pursue 
sustainable and just development models. Cancellation of crushing foreign 
debts would help the move to ecologically-sustainable economies in the South. 


Churches around the world should bear witness to the significant lifestyle 
changes that will be required at the local level to minimize global warming 
and should support international negotiations for stronger treaties on climate 
change at the global level. 


* ad). Forests: Forests, both southern tropical/subtropical and northern boreal 
ones, are key to the survival and health of the Earth and its inhabitants, 
including the important role of trees in limiting global warming through 
acting as carbon sinks. Churches view the present forestry practices in many 
countries, both industrialized and developing ones, as clearly unsustainable. 
In many places, these practices also threaten the cultures and survival of 
indigenous forest peoples who depend upon these forests and who have lived for 
generations in harmony with them. Countries were not able to agree on a 
Forestry Convention for signing at UNCED. Some nations supported a more 
limited Declaration of Principles on Forestry Management. 


Recognizing that forestry, like other issues, raises complex problems of 
national sovereignty, nonetheless, churches should encourage actions 
nationally and internationally that: 
* - ensure the long-term sustainability of the Earth’s forests; 
* - recognize and respect the territorial rights of indigenous forest 
peoples and draw on their wisdom in caring for the forests; 
* - give priority to halting the loss of primary forests and forest eco- 


systems; 
* - oppose unsustainable forestry practices of their national 
corporations, whether operating in their own country or another; 
* - support in solidarity those who are resisting the destruction of 
forests. 
* e): Agenda 21: The ambitious work plan in many areas of environment and 


development outlined in Agenda 21 will provide challenges for all countries 
well into the next century. Significant issues, including the funding for 
Agenda 21 proposals, remain unresolved. ...[EPS] 
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KREKKKEKKKKKKEKKKKKK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


A Complete List of Books, Periodicals and Audio-Visual Resources of the World 
Council of Churches, including books available in French, German and Spanish, 
and updated to June 1992, has just been published., and is available from WCC 
Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


The following situation reports are available from the WCC Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


situation report (number 6, 12 June) on Liberia relief 
situation report (number 1, 11 June) on unrest in Yugoslavia 


BEEK KEKEKEKEEKEKKEEKKEKRKEEKKEEKEKEKEKEKEKKKEKKKEKKKEKEKREKEKKEEKEEKEKEKEKEKEKKEEKKEEKKEEKKEKKEKEKKKKEK 


At the request of the World Council of Churches Executive Committee, WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro and Central Committee Moderator Aram 
Keshishian sent a letter to all WCC member churches, Central Committee members 
and related ecumenical organizations, in which they provide background 
information about the WCC’s’' relationships with churches’ and their 
representatives in Eastern and Central Europe during the period of the Cold 
War, particularly in the light of recent media allegations about the contacts 
some of these church representatives had with government and intelligence 
agencies in their countries. The complete text of the letter appears in this 
issue as EPS 92.06.68). 
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EPS 92.06.40 
WCC writes to president as church concern over Malawi grows 


The World Council of Churches has written to "Life President" Kamuzu Banda of 
Malawi expressing "great concern" over the developments in that country. 


Signed by General Secretary Emilio Castro, the 17-June letter said the 
movements of peoples throughout the world for democratic systems of government 
that allowed greater political expressions and opinions in the past several 
years, has become a marked factor that no nation, Malawi included, could 
ignore. Peoples have rejected ideologies that did not meet human needs. What 
the peoples of the world are calling for is the basic human right to be 
allowed to participate in determining their lives and their future. 


Referring to the Malawi Roman Catholic bishops’ letter critical of the 
autocratic rule of President Banda which was written in March (EPS 92.04.07), 
and the visit to Malawi of a delegation of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (EPS 92.06.35), the WCC letter said the two actions are 
"pastoral expressions that could be translated into creative encounter between 
your government and Malawi opposition political groups. Direct dialogue ought 
to take place between your government and these political groups. To this end, 
the WCC calls upon your government to release all political prisoners you are 
holding, including trade unionist Chakufwa Chihana, who was arrested in March, 
to enable this process to proceed without further delay." The bishops’ letter 
led to the expulsion of one of its signatories, Irish Bishop John Roche. 


Castro’s letter added: "Surely you share our concern to see that Malawi be 
spared the difficult road that many African countries have taken politically, 
which has led to great suffering, chaos, civil wars and famine, refugees and 
internal displacements, in many cases rendering many a country unable to 
respond to added natural disasters such as the drought that the whole southern 
African region is experiencing". 


The letter ended with an appeal to President Banda "to heed the call for 
peaceful political change which would be in tune with the deep African 
spiritual value of human life and family". 


Meanwhile, President Kamuzu Banda has responded to representations made by a 
delegation of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches which visited the 
country (29 May-7 June). The delegation visited Malawi “at the urgent request" 
of the Southern African Alliance of Reformed Churches. The delegation also 
handed a letter to Banda. The letter, "The Nation of Malawi in Crisis: The 
Church’s Concern" expressed concern at the recent disturbances "to the peace 
and calm of Malawi which arise from a growing gap between the rich and the 
poor, and from the inability of the present political system to effectively 
channel demands for change". 


Banda’s 10-June reply, which was addressed to WARC delegation leader, Ben 
Masilo of Lesotho, who is also WARC’s vice president, said the Malawi leader 
appreciated the delegation’s visit and referred to the events that followed 
the release of the Roman Catholic bishops’ letter as having caused "momentary 
disruption of peace and calm" and the "suspension of development aid to 
Malawi" at the donors’ meeting in Paris in May. 


Banda said he believes that "the church and state are partners in socio- 
economic development" and that the two "must not be adversaries in the process 
of political advancement at the expense of long-standing political stability. 
Rather, they should complement each other in maintaining peace." 


Referring to the suspension of aid to his government by the international 
community, Banda said what happened in Paris "was mostly a reflection of 
misrepresentations and misunderstandings by those who may not readily 
appreciate our political and traditional value systems". He said that the 
delegation’s letter raised "important issues" such as prison reform, judicial 
system reviews, political structural reforms and human rights. "I have taken 
note of these concerns", he said, adding "let me assure you that my government 
has always been keen to continuously review the concerns of our people. I have 
not hesitated to respond appropriately to those concerns that are genuine". 


On freedom of expression, Banda said the "tradition in Malawi is for anyone 
to express himself or herself on any issue freely, using the appropriate and 
culturally-accepted channels". ... [EPS} 
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EPS 92.06.41 
WCC "solidarity" visit to Los Angeles coming 


A joint World Council of Churches-(US) National Council of Churches pastoral 
visit to Los Angeles is to be undertaken (27-30 June) to express solidarity 
with the people and churches in the city of Los Angeles, scene of riots and 
other disturbances in April following a court verdict in the Rodney King case 
(EPS 92.05.29, 05.31). 


The decision follows discussions during the WCC commission meetings at Evian, 
France, 9-16 May, (EPS 92.06.01). It was felt then that a solidarity visit to 
Los Angeles would lend support to the efforts of the churches through the (US) 
National Council of Churches to raise concerns about the urban crisis, racism 
and relationships among the ethnic minorities. The Executive Coordinating 
Committee of the NCC also felt that the visit would provide an essential 
international dimension to the witness of the churches at the time of crisis. 


In a letter sent to participants in the team visit, WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro said the visit "is a response of the ecumenical community to the 
pain being experienced by the people and the churches of Los Angeles". 


The letter added: "Los Angeles is not to be seen in isolation ... Recent 
events are symptoms of the systematic and structural injustice and inequality 
prevalent in US society. At this time of post-cold war, we need to be more 
vigilant about the implications for the world order of the developments in the 
US. 


"This solidarity visit should also be an occasion to challenge the churches 
to a renewed witness for justice and to seek, in symbolic or practical ways, 
healing and reconciliation in a community broken by conflict. It is our hope 
that as we accompany the churches and people of Los Angeles, fresh inspiration 
would emerge in order to find long-term solutions and to tackle the underlying 
problems of the society." 


Castro is to be joined by the following WCC representatives: Vinton Anderson 
(African Methodist Episcopal Church), a WCC president; Kwon Ho Kyung 
(Presbyterian), general secretary, National Council of Churches of Korea; and 
Frank Chikane (Apostolic Faith Mission), general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches. Others are Oh Jae Shik (Presbyterian), acting 
convener, WCC Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation and Barney Pityana 
(Anglican), also of WCC Unit III. 


The NCC will be represented by General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell 
(Disciples of Christ), Syngman Rhee (Presbyterian), Benjamin Chavis (United 
Church of Christ), William Watley (African Methodist Episcopal), Charles Adams 
(Baptist), Mac Charles Jones (Baptist) and Nicholas Chun (General Assembly of 
the Korean Presbyterian Church in America). 


In another development, the Interfaith Coalition to Heal Los Angeles held a 
"Hands Across L.A., All People, One City" event, 14 June. Organized under the 
auspices of the Interreligious Council of Southern California, an organization 
of all major religions of Southern California dedicated to fostering better 
understanding and progress through dialogue and social justice, the event 
attracted thousands of people who held their hands in a human chain across the 
city of Los Angeles. 


In a statement issued later, the organizers said the event was prepared to 
prove that "while we are many people of many faiths and cultures, we are one 
city. We live in the same shrinking neighbourhood. Harm to anyone threatens 
everyone". The statement said the city of Los Angeles has suffered "terrible 
trauma, hatred, anger, selfishness, violence, and fear" and that "the looting, 
shooting, brutality, and burning cast shame on us". 


The statement added, "Injustice plagues our society. Our streets are filled 
with the jobless, homeless, and hungry. Our schools are deteriorating, our 
aged require better medical care. The gap between the poor and the rich is 
widening. Racism and inter-ethnic tension challenge us. In this time of crisis 
we must act to heal our troubled city ... ". The participants pledged to join 
"Our voices" in calling upon "our political leaders in Washington, Sacramento, 
City hall and our business leaders, to offer immediate plans and funding for 
increasing employment, rebuilding business, expanding economic opportunities, 
creating affordable housing and health care, and improving education for our 
children". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.42 
Preparations for Faith and Order conference advancing 


Preparations have reached an advanced stage for the Fifth World Conference on 
Faith and Order to be held 3-14 August 1993 at Santiago de Compostela in 
Spain. To be held under the theme, "Towards Koinonia in Faith, Life and 
Witness", the conference is expected to bring together about 350 participants, 
including 240 delegates of WCC member churches and the Roman Catholic Church 
and other non-member churches. 


The participants will engage in a world-wide theological discourse on the 
ecumenical achievements of this century and on the future of the movement 
towards visible unity of the Church of Christ. 


A draft working document carrying the theme title is currently being sent to 
the WCC member churches, ecumenical organizations and others for their 
comments. The draft which has been prepared by the Faith and Order Standing 
Commission critically reviews the present ecumenical situation, indicates the 
Biblical basis of the notion of koinonia/communion and highlights the 
statement on The Unity of the Church as Koinonia: Gifts and Calling of the 
1991 Canberra (Australia) assembly of the WCC. 


In its main part the draft document summarizes achievements, remaining or new 
differences and possible ways ahead in three areas of koinonia in faith, life 
and witness as basis and fundamental expressions of visible unity between the 
churches. 


In order to ensure a broader participation in the preparation of the 
conference, preparatory consultations are to be held in Africa, Asia, the 
Caribbean, Europe, Latin America, North America and the Middle East. The 
regional meetings are expected to comment on the draft document for the world 
conference. 


Drawing on the comments and suggestions from the regional preparatory 
meetings, a revised text of the working document will then be finalized by 
April 1993. It will be published for wider use and serve as a basic reference 
text at the world conference. 


Another major meeting of the WCC during 1993 will be the Ecumenical Global 
Gathering of Youth and Students (EGGYS) to be held 10-26 July in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil (EPS 92.06.28). [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.43 
Romania: board of AIDrom meets, urges Christian unity 


A meeting of the board of the Inter-church Aid Romania (AIDrom) was held in 
Bucharest (10-11 June) and brought together representatives of member churches 
(the Reformed Church in Romania, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession, and the Orthodox Church of Romania). The meeting was facilitated 
by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


At the end of the meeting, participants urged the Romanian Orthodox Church to 
consider participating in the 1993 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, and to 
instruct her clergy to organize, where possible, common prayer services and 
other ecumenical events for the promotion of Christian tolerance and mutual 
understanding. The meeting also resolved to publish a special booklet 
announcing the text and theme of the week. 


In another action, the AIDrom board members wrote a letter to the mayor of the 
city of Cluj in which they expressed "astonishment" that the city authorities 
had summoned several institutions and churches to remove the bilingual 
inscriptions on the frontpieces of minority church and other buildings. "We 
are convinced that these institutions, on the basis of universal Christian 
norms and the human rights process, have the right to use the local language 
in the inscription, alongside the official language of the state. Prohibiting 
this is in conflict with Christian principles and European practice", the 
letter said. 


The participants also committed themselves to promote an _ ecumenical 
perspective which presupposes respect for the other in mission and education. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.44 
Germany: 1936 massacre of Sinti and Roma people commemorated 


As part of his preparations for the Olympic Games which his country hosted in 
1936, then-German leader Adolf Hitler ordered the cleaning-up of the city of 
Berlin. Among those who were cleaned out were the Sinti and Roma people. 


In the cleaning-up process, thousands of them were gathered together in 
Marzahn, a town in the then-eastern part of Berlin. From there, they were sent 
to various concentration camps where many of them were massacred on Hitler’s 
orders. 


To commemorate the massacres, a group of 75 church leaders gathered for a 
brief, moving ceremony in the cemetery at Marzahn on 14 June. The event has 
been observed for the past ten-or-so years. The ceremony condemned the 1936 
event and remembered the continuing struggle of the Sinti and the Roma people. 
It was also an occasion to remember the new forms of racism emerging in East 
Germany. The participants remembered particularly the racist-related murder 
of a young Vietnamese man in Berlin the week before. 


Manfred Stolpe, head of the state government of Brandenburg, acknowledged that 
there was no adequate legislation in Germany to protect the interests of the 
Roma and Sinti peoples. 


In another address, the mayor of Marzahn welcomed the commitment of the 
churches to the struggles of racially-oppressed groups. A representative of 
the Berlin chapter of the Sinti Union, who spoke on behalf of the 500 000 
Sinti and Roma people presently living in Germany, welcomed the initiative and 
called for a minute of silence in honour of the people who had lost their 
lives. 


Most of those present at the ceremony were church representatives from east 
and west Europe and other parts of the world who participated in a three day 
conference organised by the Oktimenisches Forum on a forward looking strategy 
for the churches in the eastern part of Germany. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.45 
South Africa: priest says mob attack was like hurricane 


More than 34 people, including many women and children, were murdered during 
the night of 17 June when hundreds of hostel dwellers loyal to the Inkatha 
Freedom Party attacked a squatter camp near Boipatong Township, south of 
Johannesburg, reports the South African Church News. 


"It was like a hurricane, like drugged-crazed killers had been set loose", 
said Roman Catholic priest Paddy Noonen, after visiting the scene. 


"I prayed at fifteen homes", he said, the bodies were under their beds, and 
I saw a nine-month-old child riddled with bullets, and on the other side of 
the house, her mother, also dead from gunshots." 


Father Noonen, whose parish is in nearby Sebokeng, spent four hours walking 
through the ruins and praying with the survivors. 


The priest said residents allege some of the Inkatha mob were brought to 
Boipatong in police vehicles, and that white faces were seen among the 
killers. The invaders moved at random, slaying with guns and knives, 
destroying the houses of those they had murdered. 


"People are still in a state of shock", said Noonen, who was himself stunned 
by the carnage. A statement from the Johannesburg-based Human Rights 
Commission said that rumours of an attack had prompted residents to call the 
police for protection but that there had been "difficulty getting any positive 
reaction". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.46 
Congolese democratic process threatened by strikes, violence 


Raymond Bitemo, a Congolese based in the capital city of Brazzaville, reports 
that a twelve-month "social truce" intended to allow the Congo to repair its 
ruined economy and prepare for legislative and presidential elections in July 
1992 has been consistently violated almost since it was announced in June 1991 
(EPS 91.03.85, 07.09, 12.07). 


Proposed by the National Conference in 1991 as a means of moving peacefully 
towards a pluralist democracy, the truce was marred almost from its outset by 
several attempted coups against the transition government, suspected of 
wanting to prolong its hold on power, and vicious partisan politics. The basic 
conflict, suggests Bitemo, pits those in favour of real change against those 
opposing it. 


Since the truce was announced, social unrest has found an outlet in prolonged 
strikes which, over the past three months, have paralysed large sectors of 
national life. Most trade unions behind the strikes were born during the 
Single-party era and, Bitemo reports, have been accused of attempting to 
torpedo the transition by disrupting the pre-electoral period. 


A firm supporter of the democratic process, the National Council of Churches 
(of which the Roman Catholic, Evangelical and Kimbanguist churches and the 
Salvation Army are members) has on numerous occasions appealed to all 
concerned to respect that process; on May 16, the national Episcopal 
Conference appealed to prospective voters "not to elect killers, thieves and 
liars to power". 

« 

The ecumenical council’s latest message, issued 14 June, drew the attention 
of the transition authorities, party and trade union leaders and Christians 
to the dangers of "the deadly and destabilizing gangrene spreading in our 
country". 


Condemning "politically-motivated wildcat strikes", and vote-buying by party 
leaders, the message praises the Congolese people’s political maturity, 
patience, and faith in God and the eventual triumph of democracy. 


It encourages them "not to give in to temptation", and asks the transition 
authorities to "do all in their power to ensure that the rules of democratic 
fair play are respected". [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.47 
Russia: human rights, documentation centre to open 


ACAT, the France-based Christian association for the abolition of torture, has 
announced its intention to open a human rights centre in St Petersburg early 
1993. Its local partner, Open Christianity, has since 1988 sought to resolve 
Russia’s spiritual. and moral crisis by promoting dialogue between Christians 
and atheists. 


The new documentation, information and study centre will be a place where 
Western human rights specialists and local religious, legal and municipal 
authorities can meet and reflect together. 


A seminar on the teaching of human rights, and a meeting of French and Russian 
police officers and members of a French action group, "Police and Humanism", 
will be organized during 1993. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.48 
Sudan: civil war fuelling ecumenism, church growth 


The civil war that has been raging in the southern Sudan since 1983 and 
earlier from 1952 to 1972, has given a boost to both ecumenism and church 
growth, according to the testimonies by two Anglican bishops from that country 
who were on a recent visit to London. Relations with the Roman Catholic 
church are "extremely cordial" said Bishop Seme Solomona of Yei (15 June). "We 
work together, simply because we know that the enemy is one ...". Bishop 
Nathaniel Garang of Bor said that in his diocese he had opened 143 churches 
since his appointment in 1984. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.49 
Panama: church leader arrested as unemployment soars 


Increasing unemployment, worsening social conditions and rejection of the 
government’s economic policies have led to a growing wave of violent protests 
and harsh government reprisals in Panama. 


According to the National Human Rights Commission, 50 per cent of Panamanians 
are living in poverty, and 35 per cent are un- or under-employed. President 
Guillermo Endara’s popularity has dropped significantly over the past few 
months; many believe the country is on the verge of a coup. 


In early May, residents of Colén, Panama’s second-largest city, took to the 
streets in protest against the city’s 60 per cent unemployment. At least 20 
people were wounded; among those arrested was Col6n cathedral pastor Nicolas 
Delgado. 


Accused of "hiding behind his cassock to flout the law", Delgado was defended 
by bishop José Maria Ariz, who said that Delgado’s presence had encouraged 
members of the Unemployed Workers Movement of Colén (MODESCO) to act 
responsibly. 


The Colén protests received widespread support from religious, union members 
and grassroots leaders in the capital, and similar protests occurred in other 
depressed areas. Responding to MODESCO’s demands, the government eventually 
agreed to finance a US$ 3.5 million job creation programme, but a date for 
Endara to sign the accord was not set. Panama City archbishop Marco Gregorio 
McGrath warned that the government’s lack of willingness "makes the situation 
very dangerous". [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.50 
Bishops urge Lambeth to set up commission on women priests 


Anglican bishops opposed to the ordination of women priests have asked the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, to set up another commission "with 
equitable representation of views" to make recommendations about pastoral care 
within and between the provinces and dioceses of the Anglican Communion. The 
request came from the second International Bishops’ Conference on Faith and 
Order, which met in London (11-12 June). The aim would presumably be to 
regularize provisions for alternative episcopal oversight so that where 
necessary, those opposed to women priests and bishops could be ministered to 
by a bishop more to their liking. The Commission, if set up, would follow on 
from the work of the Eames Commission, set up following the 1988 Lambeth 
Conference under the chairmanship of the Archbishop of Armagh, Robin Eames, 
to see how Anglican Churches with women priests and bishops could remain in 
some kind of communion with those which rejected such a development. 


The 48 bishops, from roughly half of the Anglican Communion’s 28 provinces, 
were much concerned over the formation of breakaway "continuing churches" by 
Anglicans opposed to women priests. They deplored this breaking of Anglican 
unity, said the conference’s retiring chairman, George Sessford, bishop of 
Moray, Ross and Caithness, Scotland. "We see it as part of our role ... for 
such Churches to be received back into the Anglican Communion", he said. 


Bishop Sessford also said the bishops felt very strongly that, when they had 
got so near to unity in Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogue, it was "a little 
less than tragic" that the ordination of women should have set back the whole 
process. 


The day after their conference, the bishops joined 660 Anglican priests and 
a congregation of some 6000 or 7000 for a Festival of Faith organized by three 
groups opposed to moves within the Church of England to ordain women priests - 
Cost of Conscience, Women Against the Ordination of Women, and the Association 
for the Apostolic Ministry. The crucial vote on the issue is expected at the 
November meeting of the Church of England‘s general synod. In his sermon, the 
Archbishop of Sydney (Australia), Donald Robinson, asked what was important 
about the issue of women priests that they appeared to make it an article of 
a standing or a failing church. The issue was, he said, "whether, in regard 
to the ordination order which God wills in the congregation of his people, 
there is a command of Christ which, if we receive him as Lord, we are bound 
to follow". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.51 
France: consultation on suffering in 20th century held 


"The Sufferings of Jesus Christ and the Massive Sufferings that have typified 
the Twentieth Century: What does each mean for the other?", was the theme of 
a consultation of 14 theologians from around the world who met in Nice, 
France, 18-22 May. 


Theologians from Africa, Asia, and Latin America were joined by theologians 
from Europe and North America to discuss the question from the perspectives 
of different cultural and theological traditions and in the light of the new 
theological outlooks that have developed in recent decades beyond the North 
Atlantic world, according to a press release from the Institute for Ecumenical 
Research (IER) in Strasbourg, France. 


According to the release, two themes reappeared throughout the consultation. 
First, emphasis was placed on the presence of Christ "in or even as the 
suffering people" and, second, the significance of traditional interpretations 
of the cross, especially within Lutheran theology, for persons concerned with 
justice and liberation in the modern world. 


The consultation was sponsored by the IER. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.52 
Canterbury worried about violence in Yugoslavia 


A statement by Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey (30 May), has expressed 
"great distress and regret" over the continuing "violence and cruelty" in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


"This prolonged conflict and disregard for human rights serves only to 
reinforce the history of ethnic division which has beset this part of Europe 
for so long and frustrates the hopes of those working for reconciliation and 
unity", the statement said. 


The Archbishop added: "I have been much encouraged by the condemnation, by the 
Holy Assembly of the bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church (EPS 92.06.11), 
of every killing and every crime committed by those who belong to whatever 
army or whatever armed formations, Serbian, Croatian or Muslim. With them, 
I also abhor the attacks upon humanitarian convoys of the Red Cross and of 
others delivering food and medical supplies to the besieged populations of 
these places." 


The statement appealed to "all those concerned" to end the fighting "and to 
seek peaceful means of solving the present dispute and rebuilding trust 
between different ethnic groups in the region". [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.53 
USA: Bible for women in crisis pregnancies released 


The International Bible Society (IBS) based in Colorado Springs, Colorado/USA, 
has announced the publication of a New International Version New Testament and 
Psalms Bible "for women who are searching for answers", according to a 27-May 
press release from the organization. 


Titled Hope for the Future, the Bible has been developed "to meet the special 
needs of women in crisis pregnancies", according to Glen Paauw, the Society’s 
product development manager. Paauw recalled that last year, the IBS hosted a 
meeting to discuss the special Scripture needs of crisis pregnancy shelters 
in North America. 


"We found that there were no Scriptures available to meet the special needs 
of women in crisis pregnancies", Paauw said, adding that the Bible "will help 
encourage, comfort and instruct women who seek counsel at crisis pregnancy 
centres ...". 


The 64-page Bible features special helps which direct the reader to verses 
applicable to crisis pregnancy, the IBS press release said. [EPS] 
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Global church meeting on women and violence planned 


Women suffer from diverse, but often interrelated, forms of violence in the 
domestic and sexual, political, economic, racial and ethnic, social and 
cultural, religious, and health and environmental spheres. 


Women struggle against and deal with violence in their lives and in their 
communities in non-violent ways. 


Aware of both the above aspects of the problem of violence against women, a 
1-2 June meeting in Geneva of representatives of women’s movements and 
networks with staff of the WCC programme of Churches in Solidarity with Women, 
made plans for a three-year project aimed at affirming women’s non-violent 
initiatives and strengthening their action networks, providing a forum where 
strategies and experiences with non-violent action can be shared, impacting 
on the international agenda and increasing the visibility of women’s non- 
violent initiatives for social change, and helping spark off an international 
campaign on non-violence. 


Along with direct support to women’s non-violent action, the Women and Non- 
violent Action Project will include a mid-1993 global meeting focusing on how 
women deal with violence in non-violent ways. 


While the usefulness of holding a series of regional meetings was recognized, 
the planning group settled on the idea of a single five-day international 
meeting in which much work is done in small and regional groups as the means 
of using available funds to best advantage. 


Participants should come from a broad range of regions, secular as well as 
church-related groups, faith communities, and local as well as regional and 
international organizations, the planning group decided. 


It also resolved that the form and content of the meeting should be shaped by 
the participants’ stories of their actual experiences rather than theoretical 
analysis. The venue for the global meeting is being negotiated. Nicaragua, 
the Philippines and Soweto in South Africa have been proposed. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.55 
Russia: Orthodox youth meet, elect new leadership 


Over 250 participants from the majority of members of SYNDESMOS, the World 
Fellowship of Orthodox Youth, and also guests and observers from ecumenical 
and Orthodox organizations in 25 countries, converged on Moscow, Russia, for 
the 14th general assembly, 1-8 June. 


Heading the priority programmes decided on by the Assembly were education and 
leadership training, communication and mission, reflecting the opportunities 
challenging the Orthodox churches, particularly in Eastern Europe. The 
assembly also outlined plans to develop the financial and administrative base 
of the organization. A new theme - "Let Your Light Shine Before All People" - 
was chosen to guide the organization for the next three years. 


In other actions, the assembly elected new officers: Heikki Huttunen 
(Finland) as president; Alexander Belopopsky (Great Britain) as secretary 
general; and Vladislav Chernishev (Russia), Rhea Ballas (USA) and Emmanuil 
Koumbarelis (Greece) as vice presidents. 


A record number of new members were admitted to the membership of the 
organization, bringing the total to 75. They include Orthodox youth movements 
from Romania, Russia, Estonia, Nigeria, Cameroon and India. 


The assembly also proposed to grant the status of "federated member" to youth 
groups from the Oriental Orthodox,churches (Armenian, Coptic, Syrian, Indian 
and Ethiopian) - a new category of full membership equal to, but distinct from 
full, affiliate membership. Hitherto, these groups were non-voting, 
associate members. 


The assembly, which meets every three years, met in Russia for the first time. 
Venue of the assembly was a tourist ship which stopped at several towns on the 
Volga River, including Uglitch, Yaroslavl’ and Kostroma. SYNDESMOS was 
founded in 1953. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.56 
South Africa: churches call for prayers for downfall of government 


Christians in South Africa were urged by the national executive committee of 
the South African Council of Churches (27 May) "to pray without ceasing for 
the downfall of this sinister government and the coming of an open, honest, 
government of the people". The SACC said "peace and healing require this 
government to go and for the people to speak". The statement was made to 
coincide with the beginning of a "National Week of Prayer and Healing" (1-7 
June) with a "National Day of Prayer", set for 5 June. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.57 
RC bishops of England, Wales on democracy in Hong Kong 


The Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales issued a statement (11 June) 
in which they expressed criticism over lack of democracy in Hong Kong. The 
statement said the British administration in Hong Kong "before the 1980s did 
almost nothing to promote democratic participation in the government of Hong 
Kong. In the present state of transition, and in spite of the difficulties, 
strengthening democracy in Hong Kong is a vital way of helping its people. 
Those of good will throughout the world would welcome moves by the British, 
Chinese and Hong Kong governments to promote a more representative form of 
government before the elections due in 1995". Hong Kong is due to revert to 
Chinese rule when the British government gives up sovereignty over the 
territory in 1997. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.58 
Myanmar: ecumenical body holds assembly 


The 74th general meeting of the Myanmar (Burma) Council of Churches (MCC) was 
held in Yangon, 30 May. A press release from the MCC said several government 
officials, including the country’s minister of religious affairs, Major 
General Myo Nyunt, attended the meeting which was held at the Myanmar Naing- 
Ngan Institute of Christian Theology. Myo said his ministry was working to 
help bring better understanding among Christians and that all citizens were 
free to profess the religion of their choice, practice and preserve their own 
language, literature, traditions and customs and to put into place their own 
religious code of conduct. According to Britannica World Data, 89 percent of 
Myanmar’s population of 42 million is Buddhist and Christians account for five 
percent. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.59 
USA: "Rebel" Episcopal Synod not to recognize "erring" bishops 


The Episcopal Synod of America (ESA) has unanimously endorsed the principle 
of "non-recognition towards bishops who have publicly departed from scriptural 
faith and order" as a "witness to the gravity of the situation, that the 
erring bishops may repent and return to scriptural faith and order". The 
resolution was one of several adopted at the fourth annual legislative meeting 
of the ESA in Irvine, California (29 April-1l May). The ESA was formed by 
traditionalists in 1989 to oppose what they perceive as liberal trends in the 
Episcopal Church. One resolution chastised priests who have blessed same-sex 
relationships and bishops who have ordained professed, practising homosexuals. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.06.60 
Speakers announced for European ecumenical body’s assembly 


The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches has announced the names of 
speakers at its 10th assembly to be held in Prague (1-11 September). Mary 
Tanner of the Board for Unity of the Church of England, and Bishop Jeremias 
of the Orthodox Church in Poland, will speak on the theological theme of the 
assembly: "God Unites: in Christ a new Creation". About 350 delegates from 109 
member churches from all the countries of Europe, including 100 participants 
from ecumenical organizations, and 80 stewards from churches in Europe, are 
expected to attend the assembly. The CEC membership includes all the main 
Protestant traditions and the Orthodox, Anglican and Old Catholic Churches. 
The Roman Catholic Church, a non-member, will also be represented. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.06.61 
Bartholomeos I, Prince Philip meet, agree on environment day 


Bartholomeos I, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople met with Prince 
Philip, president of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWFN) in Istanbul 

(31 May-1 June) to discuss the Orthodox response to the environmental crisis. 
The prince praised the Orthodox churches "for their outstanding work in caring 
for the environment", according to a press release from the WWFN dated 4 June. 
Both Prince Philip and the Patriarch agreed to the proposal by the assembly 
of the Primates of all the Orthodox Churches earlier this year (EPS 92.03.46) 
to set 1 September as the day of the environment. "It is our wish and prayer 
that this proposal by the Ecumenical Patriarchate which has already been 
accepted by the Primates of all the Orthodox Churches ... might be adopted, 
if possible, by all Christians as well ..., the Orthodox leader told Prince 
Philip. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.62 
Kenya: church leader running for his life 


A Baptist minister and outspoken critic of the Kenyan government, Mutava 
Musyimi of Nairobi, went into hiding on 19 May alleging that his life was in 
danger, according to a report from the Kenya-based Africa Press Service of 1 
June. The report said the minister went into hiding after leading about 2000 
church members in a covenant with God in which they pledged their loyalty to 
God and to the country. The worshippers condemned the government for failing 
to curb the ‘politically motivated tribal clashes’ which have affected some 
parts of Kenya. According to the report, the minister’s actions drew the wrath 
of government officials who accused him of instigating civil disobedience. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.06.63 
USA: ecumenical leader urges "Marshall Plan" for cities 


Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the (US) National Council of 
Churches, has called on all candidates for public office in the United States 
"to commit to a ‘Marshall Plan’ for our cities focused on quality education, 
available health care, adequate housing and jobs that, with dignity, put food 
on every table". Campbell was speaking 8 May after her visit to Los Angeles, 
scene of riots following the acquittal of four policemen in the Rodney King 
case. The ecumenical leader also offered the assistance of the NCC to help 
heal the growing tensions between the Korean, African-American and Hispanic 
communities there. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.64 
USA: Methodists reaffirm stance on homosexuality 


The United Methodist Church reaffirmed its position that the "practice of 
homosexuality is incompatible with the Christian teaching". By a vote of 710 
to 238, the church’s general assembly, meeting in Louisville, USA, in May, 
rejected a minority report urging it to declare that the church is without "a 
common mind" on the question of homosexuality. The conference’s vote also 
clashed with the conclusions of a special committee established by the general 
conference four years ago that called for a liberalized policy on 
homosexuality. Racism emerged as a major item on the assembly’s agenda in the 
wake of racial upheavals in Los Angeles. Delegates voted to increase support 
for minority communities in the areas of economic development. [EPS] 


EPS 92.06.65 
USA: second Anglican woman bishop elected 


The US Episcopal [Anglican] Church elected its second woman bishop end of May. 
Jane Holmes Dixon, 54, emerged the winner in a vote contested by three women 
and three men. Dixon is currently rector of St Philip’s parish, 
Laurel/Maryland. The first woman bishop in the Episcopal Church in the USA is 
Barbara Clementine Harris who was elected in 1988. Dixon said that "for women, 
this election is much more than Jane Dixon. It’s a confirmation that we are 
created in the image of God, male and female, and a major statement of a basic 
Christian principle to empower both men and women." [EPS] 
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EPS 92.06.66 
World Vision head calls for total ban on land mines 


Graeme Irvine, president of World Vision International, has called for a 
total, permanent ban against the manufacture, sale and use of land mines 
throughout the world. Irvine made the call in Geneva, Switzerland, while on 
a tour of offices of international organizations. He said in Cambodia alone 
there are 20 000 to 30 000 amputees, making it the leading country with the 
highest number of cripples. He urged the international community to help 
remove land mines in the affected areas before the resettlement of refugees 
there. "The millions of land mines scattered throughout Cambodia over the last 
20 years will continue to destroy and cripple for the next 20 years. Unless 
they are removed as a matter of urgency, Cambodia will pay an enormous toll 
in human life in addition to the incalculable suffering already borne by its 
people". [EPS] 


EPS 92. 06567 
Ireland: Methodists elect new leader 


J. Derek H. Ritchie has been elected the new president of the Methodist Church 
in Ireland. A former ministerial treasurer of the church’s youth department, 
Ritchie was installed president at the church’s conference held 10 June in 
Enniskillen. In his address to the conference, Ritchie condemned the current 
violence in Northern Ireland. "No cause, however noble, justifies the savage 
acts of murder and the cruel injury to life and property", he said. [EPS] | 


EPS 92.06.68 
Ecutext: WCC Letter to Churches on Eastern, Central Europe 


[At the request of the World Council of Churches Executive Committee, WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro and Central Committee Moderator Aram 
Keshishian sent a letter (18 June) to all WCC member churches, Central 
Committee members and related ecumenical organizations, in which they provide 
background information about the WCC’s relationships with churches and their 
representatives in Eastern and Central Europe during the period of the Cold 
War, particularly in the light of recent media allegations about the contacts 
some of these church representatives had with government and intelligence 
agencies in their countries. ] 


No one will soon forget the joy experienced by people around the world in 1989 
viewing scenes of young people from East and West sitting together atop the 
Berlin Wall, chipping away at this symbol of the division and enmity which in 
some way affected every nation during the grim years of the Cold War. Ina 
way, one might say that the churches had been chipping at the Wall for 
decades, refusing to let it divide us. At times during those forty long years 
of tension, suffering and isolation, churches on both sides of the East-West 
divide who were members of the World Council of Churches provided the only 
caring, trusting link between separated ecclesial communities and the peoples 
of which they were a part. 


Now the exhilaration inspired by the events of 1989 has gradually dissipated 
and the reality of past and present has invaded our awareness. Since the. 
Communist governments fell and ruling parties in Eastern and Central Europe 
disintegrated, citizens of those lands and the whole world have come to know 
more and more about the breadth and depth of abuses of the public trust by the 
former regimes. Corruption was rampant, the environment was violated, 
economies stagnated. Attacks on religion and conscience were more widespread 
than even most people within these oppressive situations themselves 
recognized. Most disturbing to many have been revelations about the extremes 
to which the intelligence services of these regimes went to gather information 
about the private lives of ordinary citizens, and the degree to which fellow 
citizens, including some with leadership positions in churches, were either 
obliged or agreed to collaborate. In some cases, as well, citizens have gained 
access to secret service files, and what they have found there is a numbing 
record of betrayal by neighbours, colleagues, superiors, and even immediate 
family members. Lamentably, some church persons are among both the accused and 
the victims - clergy and lay. [over] 
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Ironically, many people seem to assume without question that the information 
in these secret service files is completely accurate, forgetting that the 
entire system these agencies served was based on lying and pretence. The shock 
produced by this situation has exploded old relationships, destroyed 
communities, driven individuals into isolation, provoked profound spiritual 
crisis. 


It is all the more tragic when one knows of and deeply respects the 
sacrificial witness and ministries in which so many Christian men and women 
from Eastern and Central Europe were engaged over the years, in the service 
of the church and of their communities, under excruciatingly difficult 
circumstances. Their labour, fidelity to Jesus Christ, and quiet testimony for 
the truth have inspired and strengthened the ecumenical movement. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has asked us to write 
this letter to you in order that you might have in hand some background 
information which, we hope, will help you put such matters into perspective. 


The WCC is an international organization with clearly-defined aims and 
purposes. As such, it plays a role on the international political scene, and 
many governments, officials, political parties and groups follow its public 
statements and actions with considerable interest, especially as these might 
affect them. 


Some governments have assigned diplomats in Geneva, New York, and elsewhere 
to follow the activities of non-governmental organizations, including the WCC. 


For more than a decade at the beginning of the Cold War, Eastern and Central 
European governments regarded the WCC as a Western-dominated, anti-Communist 
body. These governments were interested in any and all information from or 
about the West, and there is clear evidence that their intelligence services 
monitored the WCC, working closely with various branches of government 
including the various ministries of religious affairs. 


After 1961, when many churches from Central and East European countries were 
allowed to join the WCC, their participation was closely watched by these 
ministries, and they were called upon routinely to share reports on meetings 
they attended, other ecumenical activities in which they were involved, and 
persons they met. 


During this same period, Western governments often regarded the WCC as having 
been "infiltrated" by Communists and as espousing anti-Western ideologies. 
Some of their intelligence services, too, kept files on WCC staff, leaders and 
persons from their own and other countries who participated in WCC events. 
In many cases, church leaders from Western countries too provided information 
to agencies of their governments about people they met in connection with WCC 
work. 


The best defence the WCC has always had against infiltration by government 
agents seeking information is that it does almost everything in the open and 
without hiding anything. Decision- and policy-making processes are public and 
transparent. Proceedings of WCC meetings, even on the most controversial 
issues, are on record and quite easily available. 


As a result, intelligence services who collected information from the WCC, as 
evidenced by some official records made public over the years, had less 
accurate information than did journalists who regularly covered WCC meetings 
and who published regular reports. 


The exception to this rule of openness, of course, has to do with information 
that might affect the lives or security of particular individuals and 
communities. Such information has always been kept confidential as long as 
such persons consider themselves to be at risk. (Interestingly, the majority 
of these cases have not occurred in Central and Eastern Europe. ) 


While government agencies were following the work of the WCC, the WCC was 
constantly studying the situation in their countries. The governments in these 
countries monitored their churches, especially in international relations. 

Much information on this - including that provided by institutes specialising 
on the religious situation in Eastern and Central Europe - was available and 
was studied by the WCC’s international affairs staff and consultants. [over] 
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EPS 92.06.69 
Ecutext: Tutu on Violence in South Africa 


[The following is the text of a sermon preached by Southern African Anglican 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu at St George’s Cathedral, Cape Town, during the 
"National Day of Prayer and Healing" observed throughout South Africa (5 June) 
as part of the churches’ efforts to halt township violence. ] 


We Christians are called by God to work to create the environment for 
tolerance and mutual acceptance as members of God’s family. We must celebrate 
our diversity. We must proclaim loud and clear that we are created freely for 
freedom, that it is our inalienable right to be able to choose freely without 
being intimidated or coerced, to choose freely from various options available. 


Those who use intimidation and coercion are admitting that they cannot 
persuade others to accept their point of view. They are admitting the 
bankruptcy of their standpoint and let them be exposed and condemned out of 
hand. 


We call on all political leaders to be willing to hold joint peace rallies 
where they must not try to score political points off each other but where 
they will condemn violence unequivocally and demonstrate their commitment to 
peace. 


_How nice it would be if they could find something nice to say about each other 
instead of almost always threatening and criticising each other. It would be 
nice if Mr [F.W] de Klerk [the president] said: "I think Mr [Nelson] Mandela 


is wearing a nice suit". Let them have a moratorium on killing, provocative 
rhetoric. 
We call on young people in the black community - please don’t degrade our 


struggle, don’t degrade yourselves by involvement in undisciplined action. For 
goodness sake, stop killing people for whatever reason, and stop necklacing. 
Nothing can ever justify such a gruesome method of destroying the life of 
| another person. 


We call.on those who are tools of evil forces, who are ready to be bought to 
| kill fellow blacks - we say, for goodness sake, don’t be duped. Don’t allow 
| yourselves to be used in such a ghastly fashion. 


We have always declared that apartheid was intrinsically evil and must 
) therefore use equally evil methods to perpetuate itself. Therefore we are not 
} really surprised at all the revelations of corruption, venality, inefficiency, 
| of hit squads and assassinations of political opponents. No, we are seeing now 
| just how rotten and evil this system has been. 


|We call on the government to act far more vigorously and more speedily to 
| bring to book all the culprits. And let the government observe the hallowed 
) convention of political accountability when the Cabinet Minister of a 
| disgraced department automatically resigns. Otherwise they will be setting a 
| very bad precedent for their successors. 


| The government can end the violence, whoever is causing it, if the government 
| wanted to do so. We have no doubt that if whites were being killed then we 
} would see just how effectively the government can act. 


|The violence is doing nobody any good. It is ultimately going to destroy our 
} country. And it is the responsibility of the government, as we have been told 
ad nauseam before, to maintain law and order. We call on the government to 
| produce a police force that enjoys the confidence of the policed, a police 
| force that is neutral, apolitical and professional so it carries out its 
| function as a peace-keeping and law-enforcement agency. 


We call on all in Codesa to stop splitting hairs and quibbling and jockeying 
_for position when people are dying, when our country is being asphyxiated. 


| For goodness sake, for the sake of all of us, for the sake of our children, 
| for the sake of our country, install a widely-accepted interim government as 
}a matter of extreme urgency and let a democratically-elected Constituent 
| Assembly get down to the business of drawing up a constitution so that we can 
have a popularly-elected government in office for the new non-racial, 
| non-sexist and democratic South Africa. [EPS] 
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Informally, and often off-the-record, a great deal of information was provided 
by church leaders themselves. Even if such information could not be used 
publicly, it influenced WCC policies and actions very directly. 


The WCC’s policy of relating to the official bodies of its member churches in 
Eastern and Central Europe was constantly debated during the years of the Cold 
War and continues to be questioned today. Advocates for the policy argued that 
the participation of these churches in the ecumenical movement, despite the 
limitations, represented a valuable resource which could help to expand the 
space for the exercise of freedom both for the churches and in their societies 
as a whole. 


The Council dealt with representatives of these churches, as it does with 
those of all member churches, in good faith, but not necessarily always 
agreeing with them. Within the limits of their situations and their 
governments’ scrutiny, persons acted in what they saw as the best interests 
of their churches and of the ecumenical movement as a whole. 


The decision-making bodies of the WCC, the Central Committee, the Executive 
Committee, etc. - though often exasperated and irritated by the constraints 
under which their colleagues from Eastern European countries were forced to 
work - never considered these churches to have submitted deliberately or 
blindly to the will of the state. 


Each, they judged - to varying degrees - provided hope and some free space for 
their believers and a witness to society that God, not the State or any other 
power, rules over all human enterprise. 


Though the WCC’s policy of relating to the officially designated 
representatives of the churches did in fact have the effect of limiting its 
access to "dissidents" within the churches, the Council maintained contact 
with some individuals and groups. At times this was done directly; often it 
took place through groups and institutes in the West who devised their own 
means of contact. 


Occasionally the WCC received individual appeals. It took action on nearly all | 
of them, sometimes by making inquiries with member churches and urging them | 
to act, at other times by making direct representations to governments. Some © 
of these communications were published, and there is evidence from victims 
that at least some of these interventions were of direct benefit to them. 


There is also considerable evidence that the WCC’s work in the field of human — 
rights, its inclusion of churches in East and Central Europe in that work, and 
representations to governments in connection with these efforts considerably 
expanded the opportunities for churches to challenge governments with respect 
to violations of human rights. The agenda of the WCC was used by some member 
churches to question human rights in their own countries. 


The issues we have raised in this letter are complex and controversial. They 
deserve to be discussed openly and frankly within the ecumenical fellowship. | 
We hope that such discussions will take place, with all the care, solidarity 
and loving concern for one another demanded by our Christian profession of 
faith and with humility which does not fear to acknowledge our own 
fallibility. We trust that all who have been involved or have interest and 
concern in these issues will be engaged in these discussions. 


Such dialogue is necessary if our ecumenical response to other situations in 
the future is to continue to follow a faithful course guided by the example 
of Jesus and the leading of the Holy Spirit. It is necessary also because the 
issues highlighted during the Cold War continue to have enormous relevance for 
the churches today. 


How closely dare churches identify themselves with the state? When does 
loyalty to nation become disloyalty to God? To what extent is the WCC, in its 
policies regarding specific situations, bound by the position of the member 
churches in that country? Where churches and the ecumenical fellowship have 
beeen torn by charges and counter-charges, doubt and mistrust, such dialogue 
is essential for healing. This challenge is not new to the ecumenical 
movement, nor, sadly, is this likely to be the last time we will have to face 
it. Let us face it together, in love and praying always, "Spirit of God, come 
into our hearts, make us your new creation." [EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES i It iy 
Library vn 
DO) Rox 210( 

IMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Switzerland 
00, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) 791 65 15 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex:415 730 OIKCH Editor: Ken Sililo Mubu 


(59/19) 
(07/01) 
FOR THE PERIOD 1-25 JULY 1992 

Churches encouraged by response to worst African drought 924004,01 
WCC expresses shock over South African township massacre -02 
Ethiopia: church leader officially buried 13 years after U3 
Kenya: Moi threatens ban on church body, WCC urges restraint -04 
Church loan fund board meets, approves new bye-laws s05 
Hong Kong: WCC, Asian church body meeting discusses priorities -06 
USA: church team to Czechoslovakia reports deep tensions, divisions -O7 
Church leader irked by "double standards" on Sri Lankan impasse -08 
UK: Methodist leader urges churches to become resource centres Uo 
Norway: new secretary general for church body elected +1.0 


Vatican letter to bishops on "Church Understood as Communion" released .11 


Bosnia-Herzegovina: religious leaders’ letter condemns violence alee 
Reformed Ecumenical Council assembles in Athens gee 
Ukraine: Vladimir replaces Philaret as head of Orthodox Church -14 
Canada: new refugee law criticised by churches ba hes 
Canadian RC bishops make recommendations on sex abuse Aas 
Croatia: first privately-owned Christian bookshop opens me Ee 
South Africa: Tutu calls for arrest of killers in township murders pa} 
Gay church body bids for observer status in ecumenical council a9 
Sweden: church bodies call for new trade order 4,6) 
Canada: gay priest ordained in the United Church <a 
India: economic policies hurt the poor, says church meeting wae 
Third World churches wary of ecumenical statement anes 
The Netherlands: Mennonites, Baptists to hold theological talks -24 
Middle East ecumenical body supports UN efforts in Nagorno-Karabagh “aco 
Church of Brethren to discuss sexual misconduct among clergy sao 
USA: Baptist newsletter ceases publication cat | 
Hong Kong: Tiananmen demonstrators remembered -28 
Anti-torture body appeals on behalf of Haitian refugees 29 
Women’s meeting calls for fairness, justice in development aa) 
Ecutext: wcc Letter to the Churches on Boipatong Massacre -~31 
Ecuviews: Poised Between Epochs Ae ly 

Multiculturism and Church Life A 


Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
Puncil Of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 


}NOse of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 59 / Issue 19 


SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 
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Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


A summary of reports and comments on the seminar, "Utopia and Liberation: 
Towards a Human World", held 17-22 November 1991 in Berlin, is available from 
the WCC Programme Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2. 


"Enough for All: Reflections on Poverty" is a booklet prepared by the World 
YMCA/YWCA for the week of Prayer and World Fellowship, 8-14 November 1992. The 
booklet is also designed as a Bible reading plan for 1992/93. Copies are 
available from The World YWCA, 37 Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva, Switzerland. 
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Please accept our apologies for the inversion - due to a technical problem - 
of the last sheet in EPS 59\18. 


Kt RK KK IK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK KKK KKK KK KEK 


While I am away on homeleave (1 July-15 August) my colleague, Marlin 
VanElderen, editor of the WCC magazine, One World, will answer all questions 
concerning EPS. 


Ken Sililo Mubu 
EPS Editor. 
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EPS 92.07.01 
Churches encouraged by response to worst African drought 


The drought that has ravaged the eastern and southern African countries poses 
a threat to the stability and peace in those nations, particularly in those 
countries which recently democratized. This concern was expressed by Father 
Stephanos Tedla, a representative of Caritas Internationalis at a press 
conference held (30 June) at the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches. 


The press conference was called by the Steering Committee for Humanitarian 
Response, an alliance of six relief and aid agencies composed of Caritas 
Internationalis, Catholic Relief Services, the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the Lutheran World Federation, Oxfam and the 
World Council of Churches. 


Father Tedla also expressed concern that the international community’s 
attention is now diverted away from Africa because of crisis situations in 
other parts of the world. He cited the civil strife in Somalia and Liberia as 
some of the conflict situations in Africa which "no one is talking about". 


In his introductory remarks, Brian Neldner of the LWF and chairperson of the 
Steering Committee said the failure of adequate rain because of the late 
movement of the monsoon system in the Indian Ocean is the primary cause of the 
drought. 


He commended the governments concerned, the United Nations system and the 
European Community for a coordinated effort which committed upwards of 60 per 
cent of the food needed for the affected countries. More donations, he said, 
are still needed. 


Neldner said the remaining 40 percent of the needs will be provided by 
churches and other non-governmental organizations in the form of food 
distribution, agriculture and food production, development of water resources 
and health assistance. 


"We have the networks of people on the ground, assembled or brought together 
in local organizations, be they churches, Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
or other non-governmental organizations, who know each other, interact with 
each other and can handle distribution at the district, village and family 
level", he said. 


Also present at the press conference were Stephen Davey, International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Robert Quinlan, also of 
Caritas Internationalis, Geoffrey May, Catholic Relief Services and Klaus 
Poser, World Council of Churches. 


A joint World Council of Churches-All Africa Conference of Churches workshop 
held in Nairobi, Kenya (16-19 June) and attended by representatives of 
national Christian councils in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Swaziland, Namibia, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Angola, Botswana, South Africa, Kenya and Tanzania, 
concluded that 21 million US dollars will be needed to feed the affected 
population and for other overheads for the next two years (EPS 92.06.22). 


The meeting was called to consider how churches in the region can jointly 
develop programmes through which they can effectively tackle the drought and 
to coordinate regional strategies for coping with drought and famine. 


In a communiqué at the end of the meeting, WCC Emergencies Officer, Nico 
Keulemans, said that there is an urgent need to cope with this disaster and 
urged "all partners to undertake swift action ... to assure funding and food 
provision". 


Estimates by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, the World 
Food Programme, the World Bank and the United States Agency for International 
Development, say 10 million tons of grain will be needed to meet the shortfall 
of food. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.02 
WCC expresses shock over South African township massacre 


The World Council of Churches has expressed "deep shock and dismay" at the 
massacre in the black squatter township of Boipatong on 17 June and described 
the incident as "a deep tragedy for South Africa". 


A 24-June letter addressed to the three leading political leaders in the 
country - State President F.W. de Klerk, African National Congress President 
Nelson Mandela, and Inkatha Freedom Party head Mongosothu Buthelezi - said the 
killings were "another manifestation of the determination of some elements to 
undermine the peace process and to plunge South Africa into another 
nightmarish bloodbath of the kind we have seen in Mozambique and is being 
enacted in Yugoslavia today" (see EPS 92.07.31 in this issue for the full text 
of the letter). 


The letter expressed concern over the evidence that the security forces are 
colluding with the perpetrators of violence. "The national Peace Initiative 
does not seem to help and the police and security forces operate above the 
law", the WCC said, adding, "These have become the agents of lawlessness." 
The ecumenical body urged the government to maintain control of the police and 
security forces and to take responsibility for any breaches of order in which 
they have been responsible. 


The prevalence of mercenary forces, some from Mozambique, Angola and Namibia, 
was also another concern of the Geneva-based body. The letter said these 
mercenaries were part of the surrogate forces of the South African Defence 
Forces in those countries and were now involved in some of the killings. 


The WCC also urged the parties involved to maintain the "principle of a 
negotiated, peaceful constitutional settlement" and cautioned that the 
consequences of the breakdown of the peace talks would be drastic. 


The letter recommended that an international arbitrator "be agreed upon" by 
all the parties to the negotiation process to "impartially facilitate 
negotiations", that all parties reaffirm their commitment to both the Peace 
Accord and to the Convention for a Democratic South Africa (CODESA) and that 
the government should forthwith disband Battalion 32 and repatriate all the 
foreign nationals who serve in the South African armed and security forces. 


The WCC also called for arrangements to be made for an international observer 
or monitoring team who would bring international concerns to bear on the 
developments in South Africa, that all political parties or groups should 
undertake to take disciplinary action against all those found to have taken 
part in acts of violence and that those responsible for the recent massacre 
be brought to trial immediately. 


The letter was also sent to general secretaries of national and regional 
councils of churches, commissioners of the WCC Programme Unit III - Justice, 
Peace and Creation, racial justice contact groups and anti-apartheid 
movements. 


A covering letter to these groups urged them to publicise the contents of the 
letter to the South African political leaders and to make urgent appeals to 
"your government" to make protests to South African diplomatic missions "near 
where you are". [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.03 
Ethiopia: church leader officially buried 13 years after 


The late general secretary of the Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus of Ethiopia, 
Gudina Tumsa, was given an official burial, 27 June, thirteen years after his 
death in the custody of the former Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam. 
Tumsa was officially declared dead (29 April) and his remains exhumed for re- 
burial. He was kidnapped by agents of the former government on the evening of 
28 July 1979 and was never seen alive again (EPS 92.05.33). A message by WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro and read at the burial by Lal Swai of the 
ecumenical body’s Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, said "the abduction 
of Gudina Tumsa 13 years ago, the appalling and tragic silence that followed 
this cruel and cowardly act ... stunned the conscience of Christian men and 
women, not only within the Lutheran family of churches, but also in the 
churches of many traditions in Africa and throughout the world". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.04 
Kenya: Moi threatens ban on church body, WCC urges restraint 


The World Council of Churches has reacted to threats by Kenyan President 
Daniel arap Moi to de-register the National Council of Churches in Kenya 
(NCCK) for allegedly "working with the opposition parties", the Forum for the 
Restoration of Democracy (FORD), and the Kenya Democratic Party (KDP). 


President Moi made the threats at a political rally in the town of Nakuru, 
about 200 kms west of the capital city of Nairobi, 21 June. He said that he 
was concerned about the NCCK’s involvement in politics and challenged the 
ecumenical body to show cause why it should not be de-registered. 


"We have said the Islamic Party of Kenya (IPK) will not be registered because 
it is a religious group", he said in reference to the government’s refusal to 
approve an application from the IPK for political-party status, and added, 
"The NCCK should show cause why it should not be banned". 


In its letter to President Moi, the WCC said "our understanding of the NCCK‘’s 
participation in the process of democratization was at the level of civic 
education programmes, and to ensure that peace, justice and reconciliation are 
achieved. In the near past, the NCCK has called for all political parties, 
including the ruling Kenya African National Union (KANU) and religious leaders 
of other faiths, to meet and chart a common programme of civic education". 


The letter added: "The NCCK has never at any point called itself a political 
party nor has it advocated formation of a Christian or any religious-based 
party. It is therefore a mistake to compare the NCCK with the Islamic Party 
of Kenya. For this reason we feel that the threat posed on the NCCK seems to 
be aimed at crippling the valuable civic education that the NCCK and others 
are currently undertaking, and the courageous bearings of witness to social 
injustices in Kenyan society at large". 


The letter appealed to Moi as "a wise statesman" not to act on “unsound 
reasoning". Rather, the letter added, "we believe that you will be able to 
encourage KANU to participate in the NCCK civic education programmes so that 
the expected general elections will really produce the kind of leaders that 
Kenyans want". 


In a 23-June letter to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, NCCK General 
Secretary Samuel Kobia said the NCCK’s mission as a church and an ecumenical 
institution "entails a struggle against the forces hostile to the 
democratization process" as evidenced in the new threats. 


"Being part of a wider family of the people of God, we hereby share with you 
this information on the crucial and dangerous situation in which we find 
ourselves. Aware of the profound biblical justifications for being what we 
are, we aS a representative body of several churches in Kenya have always 
Maintained a critical distance from partisan involvement in politics but also 
a critical solidarity with the poor, oppressed and marginalized children of 
God. We realise that from time to time our commitment to the liberating 
message of the gospel has created tension and strained relationship with the 
State". The letter appealed to the WCC "to intercede for us in prayers and 
Support in any way so that the good Lord may stay close with the church in 
Kenya during this difficult and trying time." 


Several church and political leaders in Kenya reacted angrily to Moi’s 
threats. Interim chairman of the Kenya National Democratic Alliance, Mukaru 
Ng’ang’a, said the government had no powers to de-register. the NCCK as the 
organization was exercising its constitutional right to exist. He accused the 
government of violating the same laws it was expected to uphold by threatening 
to ban the ecumenical body. 


Ng’ang’‘a added that the NCCK stood to be commended for promoting human rights 
and democracy and campaigning for the scrapping of oppressive laws. "We in the 
opposition fully support the NCCK to the hilt", he said, and accused the 
government of misuse of power. 


Among the church leaders who reacted to the president’s remarks was Roman 
Catholic Bishop John Njue of Embu who defended the cardinal duty of religious 
leaders to pin-point and react to any political or economic issue affecting 
the governance of the country. [over] 
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In Geneva, Switzerland, a leading Kenyan opposition leader told an audience 
at the Ecumenical Centre, headquarters of the World Council of Churches, that 
the churches in Kenya have played an important role in calling for democracy 
in the country. 


Dennis Akumu, organizing and recruitment secretary for the Forum for the 
Restoration of Democracy party, said the government of President Moi had no 
right to ban the NCCK, a body "which supports change in Kenya". [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.05 
Church loan fund board meets, approves new bye-laws 


The Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF), a foundation incorporated under Swiss 
law but working closely with the World Council of Churches, held its annual 
board meeting in Geneva (17 June). 


Among other actions, the meeting approved changes in the ECLOF bye-laws to 
provide for the participation of National ECLOF committees on the board. 


The meeting also approved the nomination of four WCC commissioners to sit on 
the ECLOF board. The commissioners are Bishop Serapion (Coptic Orthodox 
Church/Egypt), Olga Ganaba (Russian Orthodox Church), Helena Tuomi of 
Finnchurchaid, Finland, and Rose Mbise (Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania). Swiss representatives on the board were also increased from two to 
four. 


Following the board meeting, a workshop was held (18-19 June) with partner 
agencies. The workshop, the first of its kind in the body’s 46-year history, 
brought together 30 participants. 


The workshop examined the potential and constraints of utilizing loans to 
promote human development and self-reliance and shared ECLOF successes and 
plans for future work. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.06 
Hong Kong: WCC, Asian church body meeting discusses priorities 


A two-day meeting of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, took 
place in Hong Kong (22-23 June) to discuss areas of cooperation between the 
two ecumenical bodies. The challenges facing the Asian region were also 
discussed. The WCC was represented by Klaus Poser, Unit IV convener. 


The meeting also agreed on the nature and levels of collaboration in priority 
areas such as emergency and disaster relief and refugee and migrant issues. 
In order for the CCA to respond adequately to the emergency situations in the 
region, the WCC agreed to provide a discretionary revolving fund to be used 
for immediate relief work. Guidelines for the disbursement and reporting of 
the fund will be provided by the CCA. 


In another action, the meeting agreed to appoint a consultant to assess the 
refugee and migrant situation in the region for six months. A consultation 
will be held after the assessment period. [EPS] 
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USA: church team to Czechoslovakia reports deep tensions, divisions 


Sharp divisions threaten the churches of the Czech and Slovak Federal 
Republics and limit their capacity to help heal the social and political 
tensions in that nation, a group of US church officials reported upon their 
return, 16 June, according to report from the (US) National Council of 
Churches in New York. An eleven-member delegation from the NCC which toured 
Czechoslovakia (7-15 June) at the invitation of the Ecumenical Council of 
Churches there, said deep tensions within the churches rising from different 
approaches to living under Communism were prevalent. "Fifty years of 
domination - first by the Nazis and then by the Communists - were difficult 
for the churches, said NCC’s General Secretary, Joan Brown Campbell. Federal 
elections held early June revealed deep tensions between the Czech and Slovak 
peoples. A split of the 74-year federation is now imminent. An ecumenical team 
visit put together by the WCC in May urged dialogue in the country. [EPS] 
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EPS.92.07.08 
Church leader irked by "double standards" on Sri Lankan impasse 


A Sri Lankan church leader has criticized the international community for its 
"double standards" and for not doing enough to help find a solution to the 
conflict in war-torn Sri Lanka. 


Bishop D.J. Ambalavanar of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India 
said in an interview during a visit to the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches (25 June), that the international community has kept 
silent while the north-eastern part of Sri Lanka, commonly known as the Jaffna 
peninsula, continues to be strangled by a crippling economic blockade imposed 
by the Sri Lankan government in its war with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). Food, medicines, fuel and electricity are among the commodities 
that have been cut off by the government to the region. 


The Jaffna diocese is situated in the main area of civil war between the 
government and the liberation movements: led by the largest of the militant 
groups, the LTTE. The LTTE and the other groups are fighting for the 
establishment of an autonomous homeland for the minority Tamils. According to 
Britannica World Data, 74 percent of Sri Lanka’s population of 17 million is 
Sinhalese. Tamils make up about 18 percent of the population. 


He said that when Mikhail Gorbachev, former president of the defunct USSR 
slapped a fuel blockade on the Baltic states of Lithuania and Estonia in May 
1990, the international community "made such a noise that Gorbachev pulled 
back within two weeks". He added: "The fuel blockade on Jaffna started about 
the same time and our community has been economically strangulated for the 
past two years. We are very distressed and disappointed by the international 
community’s silence on this issue". 


Bishop Ambalavanar also criticised the international ecumenical community for 
their silence on the Sri Lankan impasse. "I see that the World Council of 
Churches is sending a high-powered delegation to Los Angeles (scene of rioting 
in April following the court verdict in the Rodney King case), but nothing has 
happened of that nature for Sri Lanka" (EPS 92.06.41). 


"I appeal to the churches to use their influence to convince their governments 
to call for the easing of the blockade as a first start and then to urge the 
international community to send an observer team to Sri Lanka to assess the 
situation. That way the world will know what is really going on there", he 
emphasized. 


An update on the situation in Jaffna issued by the Commission for Justice and 
Peace of the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka (NCCSL), dated 17 June, 
says the government there has launched a major offensive against the LTTE. The 
update says the offensive started on 29 May "with an immediate stated 
objective of extending the perimeter of certain camps of the security forces 
and to destroy Sea Tiger bases of the LTTE on the northern coast". 


The update says said the operation, which includes 50 000 troops from the 
army, navy and airforce, is to be the largest ever to be deployed. 


"The renewed fighting has so far resulted in approximately 150-200 civilian 
deaths and another 40 000 rendered homeless. Significant urban property 
destruction is reported. While supply of essential food items to the peninsula 
has improved considerably over the last two months, the availability of 
medication and drugs remains critical", the update said. 


The NCCSL update blames the government for the continued hostilities. It says 
while the LTTE has repeatedly announced that it is willing to enter into 
negotiations with the authorities, "there is no indication of the degree to 
which the government is prepared to address negotiations". This view was 
shared by Bishop Ambalavanar who said the government intention is to eliminate 
the LTTE after which "they would turn around and say there in no Tamil 
problem. The key to the whole problem is the establishment of a Tamil 
homeland", he said. 


Bishop Ambalavanar said his church has _ been involved in relief and 
rehabilitation work among those who have been affected by the civil strife. 
He said the war has resulted in the reduction of the male population. He said 
that while many have join the liberation movement, many others have fled to 
other countries or have been arrested by the government. [over] 
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"Because of that situation, special attention is now required to take care of 
the remaining female population. The church is actively engaged in providing 
vocational training for them", he said. 


He said the work of the church is greatly hindered by constant military 
bombardments and shelling which, he said, has caused damage to a number of 
church properties, including two church-run hospitals, a college and a girls’ 
school. 


"All this is nothing compared to what the total population has suffered. For 
example, Jaffna town area is very heavily damaged and thousands of homes have 
been destroyed. So the loss to the common man is so great that we see the 
church’s loss as nothing." 


On reconciling the warring parties, he said the churches have always demanded 
a peaceful resolution of the conflict. He blamed the government for its 
unwillingness to enter into a negotiated settlement. 


The bishop said the church has always identified with the cause of the 
oppressed people. "We have always demanded that the traditional homeland of 
the Tamil community should be recognized by the government so that they can 
live as equals to the majority Sinhalese". [EPS 


EPS 92.07.09 
UK: Methodist leader urges churches to become resource centres 


British Methodists have been urged by their first woman president to get away 
from the idea that the calling of God is to be exercised only within the 
church. 


"We suck people into church involvement and only seem to value the time they 
spend in serving inside it", Kathleen M. Richardson told the Methodist 
Conference of Great Britain at the start of its annual meeting at Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, 27 June. 


"Our churches should be resource centres, power-houses, where we can practise 
the skills that will fit us for mission and caring. The real task is in the 
wider world". 


Richardson, whose term of office as president comes 20 years after the 
Methodist Conference decided to accept women for the ministry, said it was the 
responsibility of every Methodist to be involved in issues of justice, of 
concern and compassion for the needy, of the demand for the right use of the 
earth’s resources, of concern for the environment. "These are gospel calls 
that we cannot ignore", she said. 


Earlier, Richardson was sharply critical of what she saw as a false 
interpretation of self-denial. "I am convinced Jesus was talking of the denial 
of the false self, the ego which demands attention and self-importance and 
which has to be challenged if the true self, that in us which is the image of 
God, the true humanity, is to be allowed to blossom", she said. 


Also to be put aside was the opposite temptation of self-fulfilment that some 
evangelists preached by saying: "Come to Jesus and he will give you all you 
want". Both were distortions of the gospel. "The good news is that of self- 
acceptance, believing that God is for us and we are made for his glory", 
Richardson said. 


She added: "This self-acceptance is only painful when we refuse to believe it. 
But for many who are damaged by early experiences it is often a hard struggle. 
The church should be a healing community, committed to affirming each 
individual and helping them achieve full potential." [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.10 
Norway: new secretary general for church body elected . 


The board of Norwegian Church Aid has appointed Per J. Midteide, 51, as 
secretary general to succeed Jan A. Erichsen who held the position for 14 
years. A Baptist by confession, Midteide has become the first non-Lutheran to 
hold the highest position in the ecumenical Norwegian Church Aid. Erichsen has 
become dean of cathedral in the Church of Norway in the southern Norwegian 
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EPS 92.07.11 
Vatican letter to bishops on "Church Understood as Communion" released 


A 20-page letter to Catholic bishops from the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith addresses the doctrinal, pastoral and ecumenical 
importance of communion among churches - described in the text as the "fruit 
of God’s initiative carried out in the paschal mystery”. 


The document calls the teaching that the church universal is the result of 
reciprocal recognition of particular churches "an insufficient understanding 
of the concept of communion". 


In criticizing the notion of a church built up "from the base", the letter 
says it is the eucharist itself "which makes all self-sufficiency on the part 
of the particular churches impossible". In the words of the text, "the oneness 
and indivisibility of the eucharistic Body of the Lord implies the oneness of 
his mystical Body, which is the one and indivisible church." 


Similarly, the letter roots the unity of the church in the unity of the 
episcopate, which "involves the existence of a bishop who is the head of the 
body or college of bishops, namely the Roman pontiff". 


The letter says non-Catholic churches and Christian communities do have "many 
elements of the church of Christ, which allow us, amid joy and hope, to 
acknowledge the existence of a certain communion, though imperfect". 


Since communion with the universal church is an "internal constituent" of a 
particular church, the situation of these churches "implies that their 
existence as particular churches is wounded". That "wound" is “even deeper in 
those ecclesial communities which have not retained the apostolic succession 
and a valid eucharist". 


This in turn "injures" the Catholic Church, "called by the Lord to become for 
all ‘one flock’ with ‘one shepherd’". 


This situation requires an ecumenical commitment, the letter concludes, "so 
that, through a new conversion to the Lord, all may be able to recognize the 
continuity of the primacy of Peter in his successors, the bishops of Rome, and 
to see the Petrine ministry fulfilled, in the manner intended by the Lord, as 
a worldwide apostolic service". 


In a press communiqué on 24 June, the French Protestant Federation 
characterized the conception of church unity described in the letter as "that 
of a simple return of other ecclesial communities to the Roman Catholic 
Church". Deploring "this confessionalization of universality", the Federation 
said "none of the current partners in ecumenism can announce that the concept 
of catholicity belongs to it". 


Federation president Jacques Stewart said he was nevertheless convinced that 
the new text would not hinder "the advance of the ecumenical dialogue, which 
must be understood as the conversion of all churches ... to a greater 
faithfulness to the gospel". 


According to the Catholic news agency APIC, the head of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, said the letter was 
intended to corect "a certain opposition between the community and the 
hierarchy understood as a caste of autocrats". 


The cardinal also denied any link between the publication of this letter and 
one a week earlier on the use of communication media for promoting Catholic 
doctrine. That text, also in the form of an "instruction" to bishops, notes 
that "erroneous ideas are being propagated more and more" in the communication 
media and especially in books. [over] 
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To encourage pastors in their task of preserving the faith, the instruction 
cites canon law no fewer than 71 times, according to APIC. Canonical norms, 
it says, "constitute a guarantee for the liberty of all: that of the faithful, 
who have the right to receive the message of the gospel in its purity and 
integrity as well as that of pastors, theologians and communicators, who have 
the right to communicate their thought." 


Bishops, the document says, should consider carefully the appropriateness of 
allowing clergy or religious to write in periodicals which regularly "attack 
the Catholic religion or good morals" openly. 


Catholics working in the publishing industry should avoid collaborating in the 
diffusion of works contrary to faith and morality; and the activity of 
Catholic publishers "should be carried on in harmony with the teaching of the 
church and in communion with pastors, in obedience to canonical laws". [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.12 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: religious leaders’ letter condemns violence 


The Catholic and Orthodox bishops and the Muslim mufti of Banja Luka, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, have issued a common statement calling for peace in the former 
Yugoslavia. 


In an open letter to civil authorities in the district on 6 June, the 
religious leaders said they "firmly condemn all use of force and one-sided 
solutions to the current political and social problems". 


The letter noted that the three have already engaged their own communities in 
prayers and other initiatives to try to break down tensions between their 
peoples. 


"We condemn the death of the innocent, the destruction of private and public 
property, the driving of people from their centuries-old homes and every 
threat to the life of religious people such as the destruction of religious 
objects", the letter said. 


The religous leaders called on all their faithful and all people of good will 
to share increasingly scarce supplies of food and medicine. Believers were 
asked "to appeal to God for help, comfort and peace". 


Only “our common Creator and Redeemer", the religious leaders said, is able 
to soften the hardened hearts of those who fan the flames of war and to 
replace hatred and revenge with forgiveness, love, friendship and peace. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.13 
Reformed Ecumenical Council assembles in Athens 


The Reformed Ecumenical Council has decided not to add to its list of seven 
fundamental Calvinist confessions a 1986 document written out of the struggle 
against apartheid in South Africa. 


At the REC’s quadrennial assembly at the end of May, supporters failed to 
achieve the necessary two-thirds majority which would have placed the Belhar 
Confession of the predominantly mixed-race Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
alongside such 16th-century documents as the Belgic Confession, the 
Westminster Confession and the Heidelberg Catechism. 


According to a report in the Dutch daily, Trouw, delegates from the Reformed 
Churches in the Netherlands (GKN), one of the REC’s largest member churches 
and a major source of the organization’s financial support, suggested that the 
decision could diminish the likelihood of the GKN’s remaining within the REC 
when the issue comes before the GKN synod in November. [over] 


reformed ecumenical council/2 


The REC, formed in 1946, brings together about thirty mostly conservative 
denominations of the Reformed tradition. Many are small Third World or 
immigrant denominations who trace their origins to Dutch Calvinism. 


For the past several years, the Council has been troubled by controversy over 
its two largest member churches - the GKN and the (white) Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa. 


The Athens assembly restored the Dutch Reformed Church to full membership 
after an eight-year break due to its stand on apartheid, although it rejected 
a recommendation to praise the church for rejecting its earlier defence of the 
legal separation of the races. 


The difficulties with the GKN centre on what many REC member churches see as 
a too-liberal attitude on homosexuality and a weak doctrine of the authority 
of the Bible. 


Efforts by some of them at previous assemblies to remove the GKN from REC 
membership have failed. But a number of churches have withdrawn from the REC 
in protest over the GKN membership and several others have threatened to do 
so if the situation is not changed by the time of the next REC assembly in 
1996. 


Opponents of including the Belhar Confession among basic REC confessional 
texts suggested it lacked the "typical spiritual context" of an ecclesial 
document and that the current process of reform in South Africa made it out- 
of-date. 


Nico Smith, a white minister in the predominantly black Dutch Reformed Church 
in Africa, however, argued that Belhar remained relevant in the light of 
growing racism throughout the world, which he said is "a threat to the unity 
of the Christian church". 


Alfred Luke, a delegate from the Christian Reformed Church in North America, 
warned that the REC had no future if it based itself only on the past and on 
the European interpretation of Christianity. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.14 
Ukraine: Vladimir replaces Philaret as head of Orthodox Church 


Metropolitan Vladimir of Rostov is the new head of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, replacing Philaret of Kiev. 


Press reports said the Russian-born Vladimir was supported by 16 of the 18 
Ukrainian bishops in a secret ballot during a bishops’ conference in Charkov 
at the end of May. 


The choice effectively removed from office Metropolitan Philaret of Kiev, 
whose relations with the: Moscow Patriarchate and with Ukrainian clergy loyal 
to Moscow have deteriorated over the past several months. 


That was confirmed by the Russian Orthodox bishops meeting in Moscow on 12 
June. Philaret was denounced for collaborating with the KGB and for leading 
a "non-canonical" life. 


Philaret has also been criticized for what is seen as his mishandling of the 
situation surrounding the rebirth of Greek Catholic (uniate) churches in the 
Western Ukraine. 


Two years ago the Moscow Patriarchate granted a wide degree of autonomy to the 
church in the Ukraine. But the Russian Orthodox bishops said they would not 
consider until at least 1995 the demands by Philaret, a native Ukrainian, that 
the church be completely separated from Moscow and granted full autocephaly. 
[over] 
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ukrainian orthodox church/2 


At the beginning of April, Philaret told a Russian Orthodox bishops’ 
conference in Moscow that he would resign. 


Upon his return to Kiev, however, he told a press conference that he had made 
the statement under pressure and did not intend to leave his post. The Russian 
bishops then issued an ultimatum insisting that Philaret resign by 15 May so 
that a new metropolitan could be chosen. Philaret, reported to be hospitalized 
for heart problems, did not respond. 


According to a report in Moscow News, the government Council of Religious 
Affairs in Ukraine announced that it would continue to recognize Philaret as 
the head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and that it considered the 
bishops who voted to replace Philaret by Vladimir as "pseudo-bishops". 


Ukraine is the only one of the former Soviet republics which continues to have 
a Council of Religious Affairs. 


Meanwhile, the synod of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, meeting in Lvov, 
unanimously reaffirmed its longstanding request that the Vatican declare the 
church a patriarchate. 


The synod also declared null and void what it called the "pseudo-synod" of 
Lvov in 1946, which integrated the Greek Catholics in the Ukraine into the 
Russian Orthodox Church. 


The synod noted that no bishops were present at the Lvov gathering, called 
under pressure from Stalin, who had them all arrested. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.15 
Canada: new refugee law criticised by churches 


The new refugee legislation proposed by the Canadian government has been 
vigorously criticized by the Canadian Council of Churches (CCC) and the Inter- 
Church Committee for Refugees (ICCR). 


The proposed new laws, unveiled 16 June, call for finger-printing of refugee 
Claimants, and a severely restricted right of appeal for unsuccessful 
claimants. The government also promises to send claimants back who come to 
Canada from a so-called "safe third country" such as the United States. 


The CCC is upset that the government has not consulted the churches and other 
groups working with refugees. 


The ICCR chairperson, Ellen Turley says the changes ."reveal an almost 
obsessive need to increase arbitrary immigration powers without addressing 
concerns for refugee rights". 


She says no mechanism is provided by the government to protect refugees from 
delays, arbitrary detention and other abuses. The CCC and the ICCR earlier 
this year lost a three-year long legal battle to challenge the last major 
changes to Canada’s refugee laws, adopted in 1988. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.16 
Canadian RC bishops make recommendations on sex abuse 


A committee created by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has issued 
a report with 50 recommendations aimed at helping to heal wounds caused by 
sexual abuse of children and preventing future incidents. The seven member 
committee issued its 92-page report "From Pain to Hope" on 11 June. The 
Archbishop of Vancouver, Adam Exner, said the bishops took action following 
1989 revelations of sexual abuse which "angered and scandalized" Canadians. 
The final report says sexual abuse has injured too many people, and undermined 
the credibility of the church. The committee asks church members to "break the 
silence and become actively involved" in halting sexual abuse. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.17 
Croatia: first privately-owned Christian bookshop opens 


A Christian Information Service report of 23 June says the first privately- 
owned Christian bookshop in Croatia was opened in Zagreb on 17 June. Besides 
books, the bookshop will offer audio and video cassettes, works of art and 
Christian inspiration. "At a time when people can hardly afford to buy food, 
it may seem absurd to open a bookshop. We have done so in the conviction that 
man does not live by bread alone and in the knowledge that our people have 
great spiritual needs as we stand on the threshold of the future", said Ivica 
Domacinovic, the shop’s owner. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.18 
South Africa: Tutu calls for arrest of killers in township murders 


At a special service held 22 June in Cape Town for victims of the massacre at 
Boipatong black township, Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu demanded the speedy 
convictions of those responsible for the killings, the multi-party control of 
the country’s security forces and an international monitoring force to observe 
the situation. He warned that if none of his demands was met, he would 
campaign "internationally" for the banning of South African athletes from this 
year’s Olympics. He said that the persons responsible for the killings must 
not just be "arrested and appear in court", but must be "convicted and 
sentenced without delay". [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.19 
Belgium: church body calls for coordinated effort on South Africa 


Reacting to the 17-June Boipatong massacre, the Brussels-based European 
Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society (EECCS) has urged British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd, Secretary General of the Council of Ministers Niels 
Ersboll and President of the Commission of the European Communities Jacques 
Delors, to work towards the creation of a just society in South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.20 
Sweden: church bodies call for new trade order 


An international festival organized by the Church of Sweden Aid and the Church 
of Sweden Mission in Falun/Sweden at the end of May called for a new 
solidarity with the Third World. A statement issued 3 June said the poverty 
in the Third World is caused by, among others, "unjust trade relations and the 
debt crisis". The participants pledged "to see a new order where farmers, 
coffee producers and other growers in the Third World get just prices for 
their products". They also called for the cancellation of Third World debts 
owed to the developed countries. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.21 
Canada: gay priest ordained in the United Church 


The United Church of Canada has ordained its first publicly self-declared 
practising homosexual minister. The British Columbia Conference of the church 
ordained Timothy Stevenson, a 46-year-old gay theological student from 
Chilliwack in British Columbia. The British Columbia Conference narrowly 
approved a petition to the church’s general council in August asking that a 
liturgy be drawn up to recognize same sex relationships. A similar petition 
was narrowly defeated at the church’s Toronto Conference meeting. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.22 
India: economic policies hurt the poor, says church meeting 


The new economic policy of liberalisation by the Indian government will have 
a negative impact on the already deprived and marginalized sections of the 
country’s population, concluded a consultation organized by the Christian 
Union of India (5-7 June) in Bangalore. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.23 
Third World churches wary of ecumenical statement 


Most Third World churches have still not responded to one of the most far- 
reaching documents of the modern ecumenical movement - the statement on 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry - although ten years have elapsed since the 
statement was issued. According to Ethiopian theologian Yacob Tesfai, a 
research professor at the Institute for Ecumenical Research in 
Strasbourg/France, the problem lies in the issues not addressed by the 
document. He cited a speech given in 1982 in Lima, Peru, by José-Miguez 
Bonino, who called on the ecumenical movement to address "the deep question 
regarding the division of humanity into rich and poor and the conflict that 


results from it". This division could have implications for the future as 
Christianity, in terms of numbers of adherents, becomes a non-Western 
religion. Third World churches must be taken seriously and their concerns 


handled more equitably", Tesfai said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.24 
The Netherlands: Mennonites, Baptists to hold theological talks 


Theological conversations between Baptists and Mennonites will be held at a 
meeting in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in August, according to a press release 
from the Mennonite World Conference (MWC). The release said the meeting, the 
fourth in a series of theological conversations which started in 1989, will 
be attended by 14 participants from the United States, Canada, France, and the 
Netherlands. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.25 
Middle East ecumenical body supports UN efforts in Nagorno-Karabagh 


The Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) has written to United Nations 
Secretary General Boutros Boutros Ghali to express "deep worry regarding the 
tragic developments" in the conflict in the Armenian enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabagh. "This concern is particularly due to the important Armenian 
constituency within the Middle East Council of Churches", the 22-June letter 
said, adding "we would like to support steps towards the examination of this 
question by the United Nations Security Council." [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.26 
Church of Brethren to discuss sexual misconduct among clergy 


Church of the Brethren delegates will consider recommendations at their Annual 
Conference (30 June-5 July) that the church end "a conspiracy of silence" 
surrounding sexual misconduct by the clergy by adopting a process to deal with 
such cases. A 12-June press release from the church’s headquarters in Elgin, 
USA, said the meeting will also deliberate on a new international structure 
for the denomination, decide whether to clarify the church’s position on 
homosexuality, and celebrate a new hymnal. Sexual misconduct is "not to be 
taken lightly", said a report from the Ethics in Ministry Relations Committee 
of the church which details a process to investigate and resolve allegations 
of sexual misconduct, gives a theology of ministerial ethics and provides a 
code of ethics for ministers and lay speakers that is not limited to sexual 
issues. [EPS] 


EPS ©2FO7-22a 


USA: Baptist newsletter ceases publication 


The American Baptist, publication of the American Baptist Churches USA, of 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, will cease publication this summer. A 15-June 
letter written to subscribers said the publishers have "been plagued with 
AQwindling circulation" and "too few subscribers" to pay for the printing and 
mailing costs, but that beginning in September, a new denominational 
publication, American Baptist in Mission, will be launched. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.28 
Hong Kong: Tiananmen demonstrators remembered 


Asia Lutheran Press Services report that Hong Kong Christians published (4 
June) a full-page advert to mark the third anniversary of the Tiananmen Square 
massacre in Beijing (China). The advert - in the form of a prayer - appeared 
in Ming Pao Daily News, a Hong Kong Chinese daily. It referred to the victims 
of the massacre and included an appeal to the Chinese government to give the 
country’s one billion people freedom, democracy and self-sufficiency. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.29 
Anti-torture body appeals on behalf of Haitian refugees 


With an appeal dated 9 June, the France-based Christian Association for the 
Abolition of Torture (ACAT) is attempting to mobilize support for Haitians 
fleeing persecution and repression in their country. The appeal proclaims: 
"More than eight months since the coup in Haiti, no progress whatever has been 
made towards a return to the rule of law or to democracy there". The appeal 
added: "What is more, human rights are violated daily, while executions, 
disappearances, torture, and all forms of violence and harassment have 
increased to the extent that such cases can now no longer even be counted ..." 
On behalf of its 16 000 members and at the behest of its partners in Haiti, 
and bearing in mind the many ties between France and Haiti, ACAT calls on 
French citizens to put pressure "on our government to cease being a party to 
the ‘imprisonment’ of persecuted people”. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.30 
Women’s meeting calls for fairness, justice in development 


Development includes economic justice and access to resources for everyone. 
But it has important social, spiritual, cultural, ecological, physical and 
psychological dimensions as well. One of the findings of a ten-day seminar on 
"Women and Development: Crisis and Alternative Visions" jointly organized by 
the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation, this 
conclusion was borne out by a number of case studies on alternative models of 
development presented at the seminar. Held in June at the Ecumenical 
Institute, Bossey, just outside Geneva, the meeting provided an opportunity 
to reflect on the nature of development. As well as the above aspects, 
development involves responsibility, partnership, nurturing and better 
understanding of the whole community, the participants said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.31 
Ecutext: WCC Letter to the Churches on Boipatong Massacre 


[This is the text of a letter sent to President F.W. de Klerk of South Africa, 
ANC President Nelson Mandela and to Inkatha leader Mongosotho Buthelezi on 24 
June following the massacre of thirty-nine people by a mob loyal to the 
Inkatha Freedom Party, at a squatter settlement of Boipatong, just outside 
Johannesburg. ] 


The World Council of Churches expresses deep shock and dismay at the turn of 
events during the past week in South Africa. The massacre at Boipatong on 17 
June is a deep tragedy for South Africa. It is yet another manifestation of 
the determination of some elements to undermine the peace process and to 
plunge South Africa into another nightmarish bloodbath of the kind we have 
seen in Mozambique and is being daily enacted in Yugoslavia today. 


Since February 1990, the WCC has supported the efforts towards a negotiated 
settlement in South Africa. We continue to pray for the day when South Africa 
would be admitted to the family of nations as a just and democratic nation 
ready to make its own contribution to the peace of the world. 


The legacy of apartheid, however, simply refuses to allow that wonderful 
possibility. We were deeply distressed at the failure of CODESA II but 
hesitated to deplore the intransigence and the undemocratic demands of the 
Nationalist Party government. 


We hoped that further negotiations would resolve the issue to the satisfaction 
of all parties. We fear that failure to negotiate in a trusting and honest 
manner has given room to the forces of violence to step into the breach. That 
is most unfortunate. [over] 
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south africa/2 
We now write to express our concerns: 


i) there is much evidence that the security forces are colluding with the 
perpetrators of violence. The National Peace Initiative does not seem to help 
and the police and security forces operate above the law. These have become 
the agents of lawlessness. It is incumbent on the government to maintain 
control of the police and security forces and to take responsibility for any 
breaches of order in which they have been responsible. 


i-3.)) the prevalence of mercenary forces, some from Mozambique, Angola and 
Namibia who had been part of the surrogate forces of the SADF in those 
countries have been maintained. We understand that President de Klerk admitted 
their presence but said that they were now naturalised South African citizens. 
That, together with the vigilantes acting in the name of Inkatha have become 
the tools of violence in every instance where violence has been committed 
apparently in order to scuttle the peace process. We are outraged at the base 
inhumanity evidenced by the brutality like the recent massacre. 


iii) the principle of a negotiated, peaceful constitutional settlement needs 
to be maintained. The consequences of the breakdown of CODESA II was 
foreseeable but we hoped that further consultations would, resolve the 
deadlock. At the heart of the failure was the absence of trust among the 
principal parties to the negotiations. We, therefore, ask for negotiations 
without fear and in the spirit of democracy. We urge that the negotiations 
process be maintained. 


At this time of crisis, our thoughts and prayers are once again focussed on 
South Africa. During discussions when we visited South Africa in 1991, we 
raised the possibility of international presence during this process in South 
Africa and we offered the good offices of our organisation in the process. We 
understood the reluctance to embrace our offer. That offer is, once again, on 
the table. We are, however, resolved to use whatever support and action we can 
muster to maintain pressure until a just, democratic and final solution is 
found. We urge that the following steps be taken in order to turn the 
negotiations process back on course: 


1. that an international arbitrator be agreed to by all the parties to the 
CODESA process who would impartially facilitate negotiations; 


2. that all parties reaffirm their commitment to both the Peace Accord and to 
CODESA; 


3. that the government should forthwith disband Battalion 32 and repatriate 
all the foreign nationals who serve in the South African armed and security 
forces; 


4. that as a mark of good faith, arrangements be made for an international 
observer or monitoring team who would bring international concerns to bear on 
the developments in South Africa; 


5. that all political parties or groups should undertake to take disciplinary 
action against all those found to have taken part in acts of violence; 


6. that the South African government should immediately make account of the 
R5 billion budget item set aside for secret projects. This is necessary to 
restore confidence at a time when there is widespread belief that the 
government is financing the violence; 


7. that those responsible for the recent massacre should be brought to trial 
immediately and any police officers or government agents guilty of neglect of 
duty should forthwith be suspended. The possibility of putting the police and 
security forces under CODESA should be investigated. We hereby give notice 
that we are at this time appealing to the churches worldwide asking them to 
support the above demands. In particular we will continue to support economic 
sanctions and we will consider urging the withdrawal of the invitation to the 
South African Olympic Committee to participate in the Barcelona Games 1992. 
... [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.07.32 
Ecuview: Poised Between Epochs (Janice Love) 


[This item first appeared in the January 1992 issue of the US-based magazine, 
Sojourners. Love is associate professor of political economics at the 
University of South Carolina in Columbia. She is the moderator of the Search 
Committee for a new World Council of Churches general secretary. ] 


Being a witness to epochal change is rare. Really big events like the 
industrial revolution, the Protestant Reformation, and colonization of the 
Americas only come along once in a great while. They may last for decades or 
generations,, but in the sweep of human history they are moments of brief and 
radical reorientation away from a previous era. 


Although mammoth transformations provide demarcations through which we learn 
the past, many living through such drama will not recognize its significance 
at the time. People may fully understand that they are in the midst of 
substantial,, perplexing, and even difficult change, but they may not be able 
yet to discern its cumulative and momentous character. The Opposite occurs as 
well. Individuals and communities may encounter transitions that appear to be 
bigger than they are - small events that do not add up to move the world into 
a new stage of human experience. 


I believe we. are poised between epochs. Engulfed by astonishing and somewhat 
overwhelming changes across the world, we struggle to get'a’ grip; to find*oar 
bearings. On one day we are elated about the release of Nelson Mandela or the 
destruction of the Berlin Wall, whereas the next finds us in anguish over war 
in the Gulf, civil war in Yugoslavia, or danger of starvation among millions 
in Africa. Underlying some of these events are significant transitions in the 
way that we think about and organize political economy. Fundamental shifts 
from one political economy to another are usually accompanied by substantial 
social turmoil. ... 


We have more: firsthand familiarity with the failures of capitalism. Our system 
long ago largely abandoned the poor and less powerful in our society. Yet as 
long as the: middle class represented the largest segment of the population, 
we could believe the myths of "trickle-down", or "up by the boot-straps", or 
"education is the key to the future". Recent studies demonstrate clearly, 
however, that the poor really are getting poorer, the rich really are getting 
richer, and perhaps most important for the fate of the system, incomes for the 
middle class: now stagnate or decline. Furthermore, the same is true globally. 
The fruits of an international economy organized along Capitalist principles 
are also bitter. The debt crisis of the last 10 years or so represents one of 
the most massive transfers of wealth from "South" to "North" the world has 
ever seen. 


Domestically, the decade of greed in the 1980s yields to decay and 
deterioration of the 1990s in financial institutions, insurance companies, 
health care services, political parties, and even physical infrastructure. 
And Middle Americans have been left with the enormous costs of the scandals 
on Wall Street and within the savings and loan institutions and the dramatic 
collapse of the international banking giant, BCCI. No longer is the system 
Simply unjust; it is becoming dysfunctional. ... 


The litany is maddeningly familiar. But there is a difference this time. 
Because the Cold War is over, we can now examine models of political economy 
in a fresh way. We can expose the chauvinistic claim that Americans know best 
how to organize politics and economies. The old ideological battles are no 
longer credible. Those who have serious misgivings about capitalism can now 
come out of the closet. ... 


Some aspects of the old are worth preserving. We need to examine seriously 
what we want from social, political, and economic institutions. What do we 
| like about our system? What good can be salvaged from the variety of socialist 
experiences? What issues have neither of these systems addressed adequately? 
Visions of an alternative future are already embodied in experiments all over 
the country and all over the world where people live in small-scale 
alternative expressions of political economy. We need to understand and learn 
from these concrete manifestations of people searching for the new. Creative 
‘transformation is hard work. Yet living in a time when such possibilities 
exist is a privilege and an extraordinary opportunity. God calls us to make 
the most of it. [EPS] 
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. EPS 92.07.33 
Ecuview: Miulticulturism and Church Life (Robin Boyd ) 


[This item first appeared in Vicunity magazine, a publication of the 
Australian-based Victorian Council of Churches (VCC) of March 1992 and was 
presented to the VCC assembly in November 1991 by Robin Boyd.] 


"The impact of multiculturism on church life" is the focus of our study and 
discussion. But first, a word about the title of this conference, which of 
course echoes the Canberra theme, "Come Holy Spirit, renew the whole 
creation". That took us into the cosmic arena - Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation. Today’s theme is a somewhat narrower, more focused one, 
"Guide our Growth", i.e. the growth of the church. And the word "growth" 
immediately triggers off a whole set of images from the New Testament - the 
images which Jesus gave in his parables. We are perhaps only marginally 
interested in church growth - the numbers game. But we want to be sure that 
we are moving along the lines that the Spirit inspires, on the way to the 
Kingdom. 


When we talk of "multiculturism" we are entering a very wide and confusing 
field, and it’s important to be clear what we are talking about. So let’s look 
at some of the issues that are raised by this term. 


(1) First we begin with the Aborigines, into whose culture the white settlers 
came as invaders 200 years ago. 


(2) Then we come to the Anglo-Celtic culture of Australia - already a fairly 
explosive mixture. The convict history, the penetration of the continent, the 
mateship syndrome, Gallipoli and the rest ... it’s multicultural already. 


(3) Next we have the "new" European traditions which came after World War II, 
and especially the Italian Roman Catholic and the Greek Orthodox traditions. 
What . does this influx mean for the Christian Church in terms of 
multiculturism? Already there is a quite noticeable influence on the 
Australian tradition. ... 


(4) Next we have the multiculturism which has arisen through the immigration 
of Christians from the Pacific area. On the whole they represent a 
conservative evangelical tradition and they often find our churches dull, 
empty, lukewarm and uninspiring. They bring an expectation of church growth. 


(5) Then we have the multiculturism of immigration from non-Christian cultures 
- the Chinese, Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus. And in a very special category 
there are the Jews, fully integrated into society. 


(6) But we’re involved in the whole debate about "inculturation" - how 
Christians in Korea relate to Korean culture, Indian Christians to Hindu 
culture. This is a very important area, to which we should pay more attention, 
listening to the authentic voice - of the indigenous church in each place. 
This is the best arena for interfaith dialogue. 


(7) And finally we have the high-flying activity of "interfaith dialogue” by 
the theologians: mainly Western theologians. 


Now, having identified seven areas, can we formulate a few basic guidelines 
to help us in the multi-faceted relationships of our multicultural society? 


) The first point is to make contact. 

) The second point is to listen. 

3) The third point is to tell our story, as real Christians. 
) The fourth point is to do something together. 


Now let’s return to our theme, "Come Holy Spirit, Guide our Growth". When 
Professor Chung gave her memorable presentation in Canberra, the question was 
raised about what criterion there must be for taking religious terms and 
concepts from one religion and using them in a Christian context. The Sanskrit 
term viveka which means the power of discriminating between the real and the 


illusory, is a term Christians may well use in their multicultural involvement | 
as they try to distinguish what they can accept from another culture, another | 


faith and what must be noted respectfully but not adopted. Not every spirit 


is of the Holy Spirit. ... Let us pray that our growing unity may not lessen 


our diversity, but may enable us to share in it fully. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 


KEK KKEKKEKKKEKKKKKEK 


Following are the dates and venues of upcoming meetings of the World Council 
of Churches: 


Executive Committee 18-20 August 1992 in Geneva 
Central Committee 21-28 August 1992 in Geneva 


KAKKKKKKKK 


The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

Life and Mission (Mission, Education and Witness) (Unit ITI) 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit IIT) 

Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


+ FF t+ + 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is 30 September 1992. 


The CEC/CCEE Joint Committee "Islam in Europe" has published the findings of 
its consultations since 1987 in a comprehensive 60-page report entitled "The 
Presence of Muslims in Europe and the Theological Training of Pastoral 
Workers". It is available in German, French, and English, and may be 
obtained from the Joint Committee’s office at the following address: 

Pater Hans Vocking, Guiollettstr. 35, D-w-6000 Frankfurt/Main 1, Germany. 


We apologise for the following errors: 


- EPS 92.07.10: The last four words of the last sentence of this item were 
missing. The sentence should read: "Erichsen has become dean of the cathedral 
of the Church of Norway in the southern Norwegian town of Kristiansand.". 


- EPS 92.07.08: penultimate paragraph, lines 3 and 4, please read: "there 
is no indication of the degree to which the LTTE is prepared to address 
negotiations." 


Available from WCC/Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 
- Review of Emergency Cases, April-June 1992 
- Situation Report no. 1 on Christian schools in the West Bank 
- Situation Report no. 1 on the Nicaragua Cerro Negro Eruption 


Appeals from WCC/Unit IV - Sharing and Service, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 


West Africa: US$ 1,225,000, for relief/rehabilitation, especially in 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea. 


Southern and Eastern Africa: US$ 20,100,000, for emergency food relief 
in the 12 drought-stricken countries in the Fellowship of Christian 
Councils in Eastern and Southern Africa (FOCCESA) which initiated a 
coordinated response to the drought last May. 


The next issue of EPS is scheduled to appear on 14 August. 
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At the same time, the report acknowledges religious freedom as a human right 
of members of uniate churches, "including the right to have their priesthood 
and bishoprics restored and to be given both the right to worship and also 
buildings in which to worship". The rights of uniate churches and other 
churches should be implemented according to the wishes of the believers, the 
consultation said, by dialogue and fraternal conversation through mixed 
commissions on all levels. It was noted that promoting the necessary dialogue 
at the local level might require the assistance of persons from outside. In 
any case, violence and unilateral decisions implemented by force should be 
avoided, excluded and condemned. The report also recommends that WCC and CEC 
contact governments and appropriate intergovernmental organizations to 
advocate respect for the human rights of all parties in these situations of 
confessional, national and political tensions. 


In making specific proposals for pastoral care and the healing of memories "in 
a spirit of reconciliation, solidarity and fellowship", the consultation 
underlined the need for the WCC and CEC to build on what they have already 
done in response to the appeals from Orthodox churches. Team visits should be 
continued, “in order to hear all the voices" and to reach other countries and 
churches troubled by Roman Catholic-Orthodox tensions, including Armenia. The 
consultation recommended that a joint WCC-CEC staff group monitor these 
conflicts, if possible in cooperation with Roman Catholic and uniate churches. 


The consultation put a strong emphasis on the need for continued study of the 
issue of uniatism. The results of such study should be given wide distribution 
throughout the ecumenical movement because of what it called "the great lack 
of knowledge in most WCC and CEC member churches about the origin and essence 
of these conflicts". [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.35 
Ecuador: world communication body meets 


Choosing Quito, Ecuador, for the meeting (26 June-2 July) of the Central 
Committee of the World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) was "an 
act of solidarity" during the 500th anniversary of Europe’s "political, 
military, cultural and economic invasion" of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
according to a statement by the governing body of the London-based ecumenical 
organization. Foreign "aggression" there continues today in the pervasiveness 
of US television programmes, the dominance of news by foreign agencies and the 
power of unjust economic structures, including the World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund and the US blockade of Cuba, the statement said. The committee 
also approved US$ 2.75 million support for over 100 projects, primarily 
focussing on communication ethics and the right of all to freedom of 
expression and information. It held a seminar on "Communication for Human 
Dignity", which was attended by representatives of the indigenous communities 
who make up 40 per cent of Ecuador’s population but "are totally excluded from 
the running of their own country", WACC says. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.36 
US: CRCNA synod says "no" to women ministers 


In a compromise intended not to "aggravate the current unrest and 
divisiveness" in the Christian Reformed Church in North America, the synod of 
the 300 O00-member body voted after ten hours of debate not to approve 
amendments to the Church Order needed to ratify its 1990 decision to open the 
offices of elder and minister to women. However, the synod said, congregations 
wishing to do so may allow unordained laywomen "to teach, expound the Word of 
God and provide pastoral care under the supervision of the elders". Biblical 
arguments for ordaining women are "not sufficiently persuasive to win the 
confidence and support of the church", according to a 109-73 decision taken 
by the denomination’s broadest assembly at its annual meeting in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, in June. Women may be ordained as deacons in the CRCNA. The issue 
of ordaining women has created controversy in the denomination for nearly 20 
years. [EPS] 


uniate/2 


During the consultation, participants heard special presentations on the 
historical and ecclesiological dimensions of uniatism and on possible 
ecumenical pastoral responses to the crisis and discussed reports from WCC-CEC 
team visits to Czechoslovakia and Romania (February-March) and to Belarus and 
Ukraine (April-May). The reports from the teams [EPS 92.03.44; 05.26) attested 
to the suffering experienced by believers in many local parishes who are 
deprived of a place to worship, as well as the courage and initiative many 
have shown in seeking immediate pastoral solutions, often with assistance from 
Christians of other confessions. 


Among a wide range of other background materials provided were reports from 
Orthodox-Roman Catholic dialogue meetings and two recent Roman Catholic 
documents - the 1 June text on "evangelizing activity and ecumenical 
commitment of the Catholic Church" in the former Soviet Union (Pontifical 
Commission Pro Russia) and the 28 May letter to bishops on "some aspects of 
the church understood as communion" (Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith). 


Drawing on an extensive historical survey, the consultation called uniatism 
a failure as "a model of unity between Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches", 
which instead created "dissension, bitterness and suffering for both Orthodox 
and Catholic alike throughout history". Several participants noted that this 
conclusion is in line with the view expressed by the 1990 plenary session of 
the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue Between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church in Freising, Germany. 


While expressing sympathy for the systematic repression and suffering of the 
"uniate people, together with their bishops and clergy ... under Communist 
regimes" when "they were compelled to exist underground or to join the 
Orthodox Church", the report notes that since 1918 the Orthodox themselves 
were "the objects of control, repression and discrimination, the goal of which 
was liquidation. Orthodox, Catholics and Protestants were in fact companions 
in, suttexring... 


The central ecclesiological issue, according to the consultation, is that of 
relations between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox as "sister churches", which 
implies their mutual recognition of the "ecclesiality" of the other and thus 
rules out attempts by either to "compete with the Christian mission and 
witness of the other". Both the perceived expansion of uniate churches in 
Orthodox areas and recent appointments of Roman Catholic priests and bishops 
in numbers disproportionate to the size of the Roman Catholic community, 
without consultation with Orthodox churches are seen as contradicting the 
theology of sister churches. While generally favouring the ecumenical 
reflection of the Vatican’s Pro Russia text, the consultation expressed regret 
at the apparent return in the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith letter 
to a "model of unity as submission to a central power claiming universal 
jurisdiction?: 


Much of the consultation report reflects on the perennially sensitive 
ecumenical distinction between mission and proselytism. The report urges that 
"we have to follow the particular pattern of common witness appropriate in the 
place in which we live, but we must not lose the overarching command to love 
God and one another ‘that the world may believe’". It says such a possibility 
"is absolutely destroyed when the territory of any one church is declared to 
be a terra missionis [area of mission] by another church" or when conflicts 
erupt between Christians and are referred to state authorities for solution. 


It describes the "propagation of uniatism" as is currently taking place in 
Central and Eastern Europe as "a very special case of proselytism and unfair 
missionary tactics", which is "aimed at the so-called ‘conversion’ of Orthodox 
members of society". This is aggravated, it says, by the present situation in 
which the Orthodox churches are recovering from years of oppression and 
"individuals are prone to make choices under the pressure of economic or 
social-political circumstances". [continued] 
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| EPS 92.07.34 
Consultation calls for pastoral care, dialogue on uniatism 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches should 
be involved more broadly and deeply in pastoral care and ecumenical dialogue 
to resolve tensions and conflicts in Central and Eastern Europe around the 
issue of uniatism. That was the conclusion of some thirty participants ina 
five-day consultation in Geneva (1-5 July) sponsored by the two ecumenical 
organizations. Its report and recommendations will be presented to the WCC 
Central Committee in Geneva in August and to the Tenth Assembly of CEC in 
Prague in September. 


Uniate (also known as "Greek Catholic" or "Eastern Rite Catholic") churches 
first emerged in the 12th century, often from political motivations and from 
Rome’s desire to overcome the llith-century split between Eastern and Western 
Christianity by submitting Eastern Christians to papal authority. Groups of 
believers were separated from an Eastern Orthodox jurisdiction and 
acknowledged the primacy of the Pope while retaining Eastern liturgical 
practices and ecclesiastical customs. Such groups exist in several parts of 
the world among both Eastern and Oriental Orthodox. 


Communist regimes in Central and Eastern Europe suppressed the Greek Catholic 
churches. Their current resurgence in the climate of new freedom following 
recent political and social changes there has been hailed by many as a just 
vindication after years of suffering, but it has also been a source of 
conflict and in some cases bloodshed. 


At the request of their Orthodox member churches, governing bodies of the WCC 
and CEC have made several declarations on uniatism since 1990, when four-party 
negotiations over the disposition of church buildings in the Western Ukraine 
broke down. Outlawed for political reasons by Stalin in 1946, the Greek 
Catholic Church there was legalized again under then-Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. A joint commission of representatives from the Russian Orthodox 
Church, the local Ukrainian Orthodox Church, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church and the Roman Catholic Church was formed to decide on procedures for 
allocating formerly Greek Catholic church properties which were turned over 
to the Russian Orthodox Church in 1946; but before its provisions could be put 
into effect, Greek Catholics took over many of these properties by force and 
withdrew from the commission. 


Disputes over church buildings have subsequently erupted in Slovakia and 
Romania. At issue in all these countries is the insistence of uniate churches 
on full restitution of all church buildings which once belonged to them, 
regardless of the relative size of the two local communities at present, even 
in cases where former Greek Catholics have expressed a desire to remain in the 
Orthodox church. As a result, many Orthodox believers have been left without 
a place to worship. 


The consultation’s forceful insistence that uniatism is an ecumenical issue 
and that the current conflicts arising over it threaten the credibility of the 
entire Christian community worldwide runs counter to the official Roman 
Catholic position that it is strictly a matter of bilateral relationships 
between Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. Consultation participants 
expressed regret that both the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity and the Council of European (Roman Catholic) Bishops Conferences (CCEE) 
declined invitations to the Geneva meeting. 


Most of those taking part in the consultation were from Orthodox member 
churches of the WCC and CEC, but several persons from non-Orthodox churches 
were present; and Jacques Maury (Reformed Church in France) and Jean Mayland 
(Church of England) served as moderators. Also attending were members of the 
governing bodies of the two organizations, including WCC Central Committee 
Moderator Aram Keshishian (Armenian Orthodox) and general secretaries Emilio 
Castro (WCC) and Jean Fischer (CEC). [continued] 
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EPS 92.07.37 
US: Ecumenical leaders visit Los Angeles, "witness to people" 


The World Council of Churches joined with three national ecumenical bodies in 
an intensive three-day visit to Los Angeles at the end of June. Besides 
delegations from the WCC and the US National Council of Churches (NCC), headed 
by general secretaries Emilio Castro and Joan Campbell, the visitors came from 
the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) and the South African Council 
of Churches (SACC). 


Barney Pityana, staff member responsible for racism in the WCC’s Programme 
Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, described the visit as "a witness of the 
churches around the world to the churches and people of Los Angeles". He said 
the violence and property destruction that erupted there at the end of April 
when four white police officers were acquitted of widely publicized charges 
of police brutality in the Rodney King case point to an issue that touches the 
entire country. Pityana called urban decay in the US "malignant" and said 
"neglect of the cities is so deep that people who live in these areas are 
discarded people." 


In June the US NCC formed a special committee to draft an urban strategy, with 
specific focus on developing policies and programmes for the ecumenical body 
in the areas of economic development, education, housing and health care. In 
the last ten years, Campbell noted, federal support for the fifty largest US 
cities has dropped from 18 per cent to 6 per cent of their income. Castro said 
many cities around the world facing similar problems will be helped by the 
churches’ analysis of why Los Angeles erupted. 


Participants in the visit broke up into small teams to attend a dozen 
"listening posts", several of which drew as many as a hundred people to 
churches and community centres throughout the metropolitan area, including one 
in the predominantly white suburb of Simi Valley, where the trial of the four 
policemen took place. 


A "very honest encounter" between Korean Americans and African Americans in 
the presence of NCCK and SACC representatives "raised possibilities for both 
communities to look together at the source of the alienation both communities 
feel", Pityana said. Korean American businesses in South-Central Los Angeles 
suffered particularly heavy losses during the uprising. NCC vice president 
William Watley, an African Methodist Episcopal pastor, warned Korean Americans 
against "buying into the myth of America as a land of economic opportunity for 
all". An effective urban strategy, he said, must realistically assess racism 
in politics and in the marketplace. 


Visiting church leaders also had a three-hour session with members of two Los 
Angeles street gangs, the Crips and the Bloods. Campbell said the gang leaders 
insisted on the need for economic development rather than welfare, including 
employment opportunities in the neighbourhood, local ownership of stores and 
industries and nursery schools and child-care centres. Federal and state 
governments ignore the needs of African Americans and Hispanics, especially 
in stimulating local business, they said. Campbell said that when she asked 
them what they wanted from the church, they told her they were looking for 
"spiritual leadership and help in finding God. They also made it clear that 
they want the church to live up to the gospel." 


Participants joined with members of local congregations in a dramatic 
procession of the "stations of the cross" in downtown Los Angeles. They used 
prayers and readings to re-enact the "via dolorosa" (Jesus’ route to Calvary) 
in a contemporary idiom, stopping in front of such places as city hall, police 
headquarters, a food distribution centre and the city’s largest newspaper. 
[continued] 
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Many Los Angeles residents whom the team met underlined their lack of 
confidence in the media and religious and political leaders. "They don’t 
fulfill their promises or live up to expectations", Black Muslim leader Lacy 
Faheem Shabazz told one listening group. "We need preachers and imams who are 
accountable; we need community leaders who are accountable to the people. And 
we need a newspaper that is accountable to all the people." Several residents 
of South Central Los Angeles described the city’s newspapers and TV stations 
as "part of the white establishment", which ignores their area unless there 
is violence. 


Noting the alienation of many residents from church leaders and the general 
weakness of ecumenical contacts among churches, Pityana said congregations 
must work together with a variety of other agencies and community leaders in 
addressing the problems facing areas such as South Central Los Angeles. 


One similarity between South Central Los Angeles and South Africa, said SACC 
deputy general secretary Brigalia Bam, is that it is the women and children 
who often suffer first and most. Thousands of women in the area were virtually 
unable to obtain food for their infants and children during the first days 
after the uprising; and many day-care facilities were closed for several 
weeks, severely curtailing the earning power of working mothers. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.38 
UK: Mothers’ Union says "no" to legalized brothels 


After consulting its 200 000 members the Mothers’ Union (the Church of England 
body concerned "with all that strengthens and preserves marriage and Christian 
family life") has come out against legalizing brothels while expressing 
concern about both the safety of prostitutes and conditions in red light 
districts. 


The Mothers’ Union found a noticeable movement away from total opposition in 
comparison with the last time it addressed the question of prostitution, in 
1983. "There was a clear recognition of the difficulty of producing 
effective, enforceable legislation which would strike a balance between the 
rights and liberties of, and the protection of, the prostitute, the client, 
and the local community", it said. 


Concern was expressed about the vulnerability of individual prostitutes to 
violence and manipulation, along with deep anxiety about the intrusive and 
offensive effect of prostitution and related activities on local residents of 
what have become "red light" areas. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.39 
Zaire: spiritual head of Kimbanguist Church dies 


His Eminence Joseph Diangienda-Kuntima, 74, spiritual head of the Church of 
Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu (Zaire), a member of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), died on 7 July in Geneva where he was undergoing 
medical treatment. 


The charismatic Diangienda-Kuntima was an active participant in the WCC’s 
World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in Melbourne in 1980, and at its 
Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 1983). In March 1986 he was host to the Executive 
Committee meeting of the WCC. 


The Church of Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu became an 
officially recognized church in 1959 and was admitted to WCC membership in 
1969. Founded by the prophet Simon Kimbangu, who died in 1951 after spending 
30 years in prison, the church had been led since then by Diangienda-Kuntima. 
It counts approximately six million members in Zaire, Congo, Angola and 
Europe. [EPS] 
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Ecumenical team visits ex-Yugoslav republics 


A joint delegation of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC) went to Voivodina, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia 
from 27 June-4 July, continuing efforts by the two bodies, together with the 
Council of European (Catholic) Bishops’ Conferences (CCEE), to explore 
possible solutions to the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. 


The WCC-CEC team paid pastoral visits to member churches, reviewed a current 
freeze on ecumenical project funds to the republics, explored further 
possibilities for humanitarian aid, encouraged local dialogue between Orthodox 
and Roman Catholics and worked to promote the idea of an ecumenical and 
interreligious round table for reconciliation and common peace witness. 


After visiting Novi Sad (Voivodina) and Belgrade, the team split, with some 
members proceeding via Hungary to Zagreb, Ljubljana and Murska Subota (Croatia 
and Slovenia) while others remained in Serbia. Although movement in the war- 
torn region is severely restricted, the team managed to visit all WCC-CEC 
member churches there and were received by Roman Catholic, Jewish and Muslim 
religious community leaders and by the Serbian minister of religious affairs. 


Due to inflation and UN sanctions, the Serbian Orthodox and smaller WCC-CEC 
member churches are struggling to make ends meet, but the team said their 
pastoral work and special services to refugees and displaced people are 
continuing, and they are participating in public actions in favour of 
reconciliation and peace. The Serbian Orthodox Church has come in for sharp 
criticism from the Milosevic government after its statement against the war 
and in favour of a nonviolent settlement [EPS 92.06.11]. 


The team recommended ending the freeze on project funds and finding secure 
channels for their transmission. It warned that if the present alarming influx 
of displaced people in some republics and shortages of food and medicine 
continue, a severe emergency may ensue. It urged the WCC and CEC to take into 
account the urgent needs in all the republics, including Serbia, and to 
prepare to increase humanitarian aid should the situation deteriorate further. 


During the team’s stay in Belgrade a tentative agreement on the date and venue 
of a next meeting of the dialogue commission of the Serbian Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic churches was made. A personal letter from Orthodox Patriarch Pavle 
in Belgrade to Roman Catholic Cardinal Kuharic in Zagreb (in the absence of 
telephone, mail, rail or road communication between the two capitals) was 
carried by team members. 


The team also sounded out church and religious community leaders about a CEC- 
CCEE joint proposal for an inter-religious round table on reconciliation and 


peace. Its report suggests that while Orthodox, Protestant. and Jewish 
religious leaders fully support the proposal, there is as yet some hesitation 
in Roman Catholic quarters. Muslim leaders said they would respond 


positively if the initiative for such a meeting came from international church 
bodies. The team recommended that support for the initiative should be sought 
via strengthened contacts with international Muslim and Jewish organizations. 
[EPS] , 


EPS 92.07.41 
Ukraine: links restored with Reformed church 


A meeting (3-8 July) of the European Area Committee of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches in Ungvar, Ukraine, enabled the global Reformed body to re- 
establish links with the Reformed Church in the Carpatho-Ukraine after forty 
years of isolation. During the Stalinist era, many members and pastors of 
the Hungarian-speaking denomination were imprisoned or deported, and 
theological education, publication of religious literature and international 
travel by members were forbidden. A WARC press release says the vitality of 
the church is impressive. Despite material difficulties, there are lively 
programmes for youth and children and attendance at Sunday services is high, 
even though there are only 25 ministers for the 91 congregations. [EPS] 
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Central, Eastern European churches reflect on religious education 


Religious education and Christian communication were the focus of two WCC- 
sponsored consultations in Moscow in June. 


Forty-six participants from Central and Eastern Europe, the US, the Middle 
East and Asia attended a consultation on Christian Religious Education in 
Central and Eastern Europe Today and Tomorrow at St Daniel’s monastery. An 
opening message from Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexy II stressed that 
churches must respond to the spiritual vacuum left by decades of totalitarian 
rule by rapidly restoring catechetical, pastoral, diaconal, missionary and 
educational activities. 


Echoing his call, the consultation proclaimed the need "for the re- 
evangelization of people alienated from their faith due to atheism or the 
secularization of society". In this context Christian education was seen as 
"a spiritual process of gathering with Christ and in Christ by the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit" and "a consecutive (developmental) and integral (holistic) 
introduction into the fullness of Christian life". 


The consultation, organized by the WCC’s Programme Unit on Mission, Education 
and Witness, identified several providers of Christian education: the family 
("the little church"), where children are brought up in a community and learn 
basic Christian values and behaviours; the parish, where young people may 
experience a Christian community and Christian education should be made 
available to church members of all ages; and private or secular schools, 
where teachers should be permitted to provide religious education. Youth 
groups, children’s and ecumenical work camps, pilgrimages, excursions to 
historical sites, restoration of churches and monasteries, outreach service 
projects and hospital visitation were mentioned as other potential forms of 
religious education. 


In parish communities, priests or pastors are teachers, spiritual guides and 
leaders. To develop sound Christian educational programmes, the consultation 
said, they need specialized training in pedagogy, youth work, mission 
education, adult education, and in relating theological concepts to the 
problems of everyday life. 


Recommending "openness to the positive education experiences of other 
churches", the consultation stressed that Christian religious education should 
not be used for proselytism but should reflect "positive attitudes towards 
Christians of different confessions, their traditions and spiritual values". 
Within religiously pluralistic societies, teaching about other faith groups 
should inculcate "attitudes of respect for other peoples and their faith 
traditions". 


The consultation asked the WCC to help establish national centres for the 
exchange of Christian education materials, provide scholarships for Christian 
educators and sponsor training programmes in curriculum planning and 
materials. 


Earlier, the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and Service organized a round 
table focussing on the programmes of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
communication and education. 


Potential project holders from the Russian Orthodox Church and related 
movements met with representatives of partner agencies in Europe, US and Korea 
to develop proposals for activities relating to mass media and communications 
and needs in catechetical literature, lay ministry, parish and theological 
education. 


Proposals were designed for economic feasibility and optimum use of available 
personnel and resources. Coordination and cooperation between projects was 
stressed. The overall strategy, for which some US$2 million funding is being 
sought, will include training, equipment and networking geographical regions 
and a variety of educational activities over a period of three years. A core 
group was nominated to oversee ongoing work and ensure that activities link 
with curriculum development work currently being supported by the WCC’s 
Programme Unit on Mission, Education and Witness. [EPS] 
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Central and Eastern European students consider Christian witness 


A two-week seminar in Potsdam, Germany, in July, organized by the WCC’s 
Programme Unit on Unity and Renewal, offered thirty students from seminaries 
and theological faculties in Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, 
Romania, Russia, Serbia and Czechoslovakia a unique opportunity to share 
experiences and reflect on Christian witness in their countries. 


The seminar divided into four workshops focussing on social changes and their 
effects on youth; the churches’ role in the face of resurgent nationalism and 
new divisions; theological training and religious education; and the church 
as a community of prayer and service. 


Emerging from their discussions was the perception that churches in the region 
currently face three distinct tensions: between past totalitarianism and 
present democratic pluralism, between new possibilities offered by ecumenical 
collaboration and obstacles posed by proselytism, and between secularization 
and the quest for authentic Christian spirituality. On the last point there 
was widespread consensus that an exemplary Christian lifestyle constitutes the 
most effective form of Christian witness and may spur broad sectors to embark 
on a moral and spiritual quest. 


The students highlighted the lack of adequate training programmes for "future 
evangelical workers", stressed the need for catechism courses and theological 
education, and warned that religious education in public schools is a 
sensitive area that needs to be tackled with particular care. While 
identifying current limits to ecumenical rapprochement and theological 
dialogue, they said ecumenism is so crucial as to make cooperation and common 
commitment on the road to unity obligatory. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.44 
Ecumenical round table reviews programmes and projects in Pacific 


Representatives of eleven partner agencies from Europe, North America, and 
Australia discussed ecumenical programmes and projects in the Pacific with a 
Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) delegation and WCC staff at a July round- 
table meeting in Geneva. Among those represented were several Roman Catholic 
agencies. The PCC is one of three regional ecumenical organizations (the 
others are in the Middle East and the Caribbean) with Roman Catholic 
membership. 


A communiqué from the meeting, organized by the WCC’s Programme Unit on 
Sharing and Service, highlights recent positive developments in the region, 
including the suspension of French nuclear testing there "after the 
incalculable damage caused over the past 25 years" and "tangible support from 
Pacific member churches and their commitment to the increasing self-reliance 
of the PCC". 


Last year six churches and national councils of churches joined the PCC, and 
members demonstrated "confidence in the ecumenical life of the Pacific" by 
creating a communications desk and reopening an office for mission and unity. 
The communiqué notes that a growing network of European churches and agencies 
are working on Pacific concerns in response to a covenant signed at the WCC’s 
1991 Assembly in Canberra. 


On the negative side, the communiqué points to the region’s environmental 
problems, especially global warming and its possible effect on sea levels, and 
the dangers stemming from toxic waste dumping and the destruction of chemical 
weapons at Johnston Atoll. The round table urged the WCC and PCC to send a 
joint pastoral delegation to churches in Papua New Guinea in order to hear 
their views on the problem of "the suffering people of Bougainville”. Since 
declaring independence from PNG in 1990 Bougainville has been subjected to a 
crippling blockade and attacks by PNG’s army [EPS 92.06.23]. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.45 
Manila: Pluralism high on WEF assembly agenda 


At its ninth assembly in Manila in June, the World Evangelical Fellowship 
installed Agustin (Jun) Vencer of the Philippines as international director. 
The 46-year-old Vencer, who replaces David Howard of the US, is the first 
executive from the non-Western world for the organization, which brings 
together 67 national and continental evangelical associations with a 
membership of about 100 million. 


The assembly also named Mike Morris of the UK as executive secretary of the 
newly established WEF Commission on Religious Liberty and presented its annual 
religious liberty award to Romulo Saune of Peru, recognizing his leadership 
in the face of opposition from the Shining Path revolutionary movement and 
harassment by Peruvian security forces. Several of Saune’s relatives are among 
the 400 Peruvian evangelicals said to have been killed by Shining Path. 


The 300 delegates also welcomed newly elected: Philippines president Fidel 
Ramos to their meeting. Ramos, the first Protestant president of the country, 
asked for prayers for his people and said he hoped, "with God’s help", to 
succeed in following the 1986 political revolution which ousted Ferdinand 
Marcos with a social and economic revolution that would overcome the nation’s 
poverty. 


Vencer said priorities for the WEF in the coming years would include 
strengthening national alliances for assisting their member congregations for 
mission, expanding possibilities for concrete help in national emergencies and 
adding at least three new national alliances a year. 


WEF president Theodore Williams of India pleaded for expanded mission among 
Muslims, and spoke of plans for several Indian Christian missionaries to work 
in Muslim-majority republics of the former Soviet Union. Mission among 
Muslims, Williams said, should be motivated by "love for the lost" and not by 
fear of Islam or a desire to widen the Christian sphere of influence. While 
not excluding interreligious dialogue, Williams said it must not be "open- 
ended" but with a firm goal: “adherents of other religions also need Jesus 
Christ for their salvation". 


Meeting before the assembly, about 80 theologians drafted a declaration on the - 


uniqueness of Jesus Christ in opposition to what they see as a drift to 
"pluralism" in many quarters. The declaration says there is no salvation 
except in Jesus Christ and that other religions cannot mediate salvation 
because they do not tell the story of Jesus Christ. Theological pluralism is 
nothing more than the absolutizing of the modern Western worldview, according 
to the declaration, and is as arrogant and intolerant as those religious 
traditions whose claims to absoluteness it rejects. 


Personnel Director Carlos Sintado, the WCC’s observer at the assembly, spoke 
of the "potential for fruitful cooperation, mutual challenge and common 
witness" between the WCC and the WEF "in key areas of the church’s life and 
witness". Noting that Vencer expressed a "keen interest in continued contact 
with groups belonging to the ecumenical family", Sintado said such contacts 
"will help to break common, unhealthy and unhelpful stereotypes that ‘each 
side’ has of the other". [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.46 
UK survey: British would pay more to combat poverty 


Sixty-nine per cent of the British would be willing to pay one per cent more 
tax if it went exclusively towards tackling Third World poverty, according to 
a survey commissioned by four development aid agencies - Oxfam, Catholic Fund 
for Overseas Development (CAFOD), Christian Aid, and Action Aid - after the 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro early June. Eighty-one per cent felt that the 
government could do more about poverty by creating fairer trade for poor 
countries, 72 per cent by increasing aid for long-term development, and 52 nee 
cent by cancelling the Third World debt. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.47 
UN human rights committee hears report by Korean church council 


Despite economic growth and diminished tensions with North Korea, people in 
South Korea "do not fully enjoy" human rights recognized in the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, according to a report presented by the 
National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) and Lawyers for a Democratic 
Society (LDS) to the 45th session of the UN Human Rights Committee in Geneva 
in Juby. 


The detailed document was presented to the UN committee to counter an official 
report on human rights by the South Korean government, which ratified the 
Covenant in 1990. The UN committee, which meeets annually, is made up of 18 
independent human rights experts who are nationals but not representativess 
of the states party to the Covenant. The NCCK and LDS describe their report 
as providing supplementary information to the government document, which they 
say "falls short of explaining the human rights situations in reality". 


The bulk of the counter report consists of a detailed analysis, based on 
concrete cases, of how infringements of the law result in serious violations 
of freedom of conscience, thought, expression, peaceful assembly and 
association and the rights to life, liberty and security of the person, to 
participate in politics, to privacy, liberty of movement and residence, to 
humane treatment in captivity, and the prohibition of torture. The 
government report, it says, fails to explain all the provisions of relevant 
laws, court decisions and practices of other state organs, does not provide 
examples of the actual implementation and enjoyment of rights and does not 
mention either the difficulties in implementing the obligations under the 
Covenant or the significant violations of rights which continue to occur. 


During the hearings, the government delegation asserted that, having ratified 
international covenants on civil and political as well as on economic, social 
and cultural rights, the Republic of South Korea has attempted to improve the 
human rights situation. Committee members’ questions focussed mainly on the 
country’s National Security Law, highlighted severe infringements on freedom 
of thought, expression and peaceful assembly, and expressed grave concern 
regarding evidence that the intelligence and investigative agencies and 
procedural laws widely allow such abuses as torture and other "cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatments". Treatment of long-term political prisoners and 
ideological coercion were other objects of concern. 


Committee members also proposed the application of measures designed to ensure 
better protection of human rights, including controls over the Agency for 
National Security Planning, reducing the scope of the death penalty, 
shortening the duration of detention and enhancing women’s rights. 


The official delegation insisted that because of tensions with North Korea 
their country’s political situation justifies any existing "restrictions" on 
freedom. A "deeply disappointed" LDS-NCCK group said the official delegation 
had failed "to show any sincerity and willingness to consider the experts’ 
precious comments and legal advice", and thus lacked "an attitude which would 
build a constructive dialogue with the Committee". Nevertheless, the group 
concluded, the review had provided a "Significant opportunity to reveal the 
exact picture of the human rights situation in the country". International 
solidarity and support were essential if human rights are to be adequately 
protected in South Korea, it said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.48 
Australia: Anglican synod paves way for women’s ordination 


The general synod of the Anglican Church of Australia, meeting in Sydney 
(5-10 July), provisionally approved two canons which could pave the way to 
ordain women as priests when the synod resumes its meeting in November. One 
would allow dioceses to repeal any law of the Church of England to the extent 
that. it prevents ordaining women; the other would amend the church’s 
constitution to give individual dioceses more freedom on the matters of church 
"discipline", including ordination of women. The synod also asked the 
primate of the church to appoint a committee to review the operation of the 
church’s constitution. Constitutional disputes have placed the question of 
ordaining women priests before civil courts in Australia on two recent 
occasions (92.02.38; 03.52]. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.49 
Korea: Christian conferences on peace and reunification planned 


Some 200 delegates from the Korean churches, 100 from overseas Korean churches 
and 20 international ecumenical leaders are expected to attend a "Christian 
Conference on Peace and Reunification: Toward the Jubilee in 1995" in Seoul 
from 10-12 August. 


The National Council of Churches in Korea has asked churches around the world 
to observe the preceding Sunday (9 August) as a day of prayer for Korean peace 
and reunification. Churches in North and South Korea will hold simultaneous 
services on that day, using a common liturgy prepared by NCCK General 
Secretary Kwon Ho Kyung and (North) Korea Christians’ Federation Secretary- 
General Ko Gi Jun. 


In a letter to the two Korean church leaders, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro expressed his hope "that the Holy Spirit may bless our worship together 
-.- so that in the not-too-distant future we may witness the reunification of 
your country". Recalling the WCC’s active support for Korean reunification 
since 1984, Castro highlighted the importance of Kwon’s visit to the North 
Korean capital Pyongyang earlier this year, arranged by the WCC Asia Desk, and 
pledged that the WCC "will continue our endeavours to help your churches in 
both North and South towards realization of our common vision of peaceful 
reunification of the Korean Peninsula". 


The NCCK has also invited national church councils in fifteen Asian countries 
and the US, the Christian Conference of Asia, the Pacific Conference of 
Churches, the Russian Orthodox Church and the World Council of Churches to a 
"World Christian Conference on Peace in North-East Asia" on 7-8 August. 


The background to this meeting is the controversial 6 June decision of the 
Japanese parliament to approve the use of the country’s Self-Defence Forces 
(SDF) abroad in international peacekeeping operations. 


In the invitation Kwon evoked the Korean people’s "deep uneasiness" and the 
fact that they “continue to suffer under the state of national division which 
is the very result of vapan’s war". 


Earlier the NCCK had issued a public statement on the subject and sent a 
letter to Japanese Prime Minister Miyazawa. The statement recalled the pain 
suffered by millions of Asians because of "the aggressive war of Japan" and 
accused the Japanese government of "evading responsibility for its sins" in 
its handling of reparations to Koreans drafted as soldiers and workers during 
the war, including women forced to serve the Japanese troops as sexual slaves. 
The bill, it warned, would "lead to the revival of militarism ..., domination 
of weaker countries by the big powers and [would] be a barrier to peace". 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.07.50 
Spanish interconfessional gathering pursues ecumenical collaboration 


"Witness and Evangelization" was the focus of the Eighth Interconfessional 
Gathering on the Theology and Ministry of Ecumenism in Madrid (9-11 June). 
Attending the gathering, organized by the Episcopal Commission on 
Interconfessional Relations, the Episcopal Reformed Church of Spain, the 
Evangelical Church of Spain and the Orthodox Church of Madrid, were some fifty 
representatives from the organizing churches, their theological faculties and 
ecumenical seminaries and centres. 


Recognizing that "the churches evangelize separately", participants affirmed 
"the pressing need to offer a common witness of our faith in Christ the 
Saviour" and "to pursue ecumenical dialogue ... to face today’s evangelization 
challenge". They agreed that new methods, language and attitudes imbued with 
ecumenical spirit are needed to carry out authentic evangelization and 
expressed regret that "on the threshold of the third millennium the churches 
are not yet in a position to offer better ecumenical collaboration in this 
task". 


Representing the World Council of Churches, Jorge Maldonado of the Programme 
Unit on Mission, Education and Witness presented a paper on ecumenism and the 
new evangelization. [EPS] 


13 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.07.51 
Leonardo Boff resigns 


Controversial Brazilian liberation theologian Leonardo Boff has resigned from 
the Roman Catholic priesthood and from the Franciscan Order. In an open letter 
at the end of June, Boff said he took the step "not to be free from the 
Church, which I love and shall never abandon, but to be free to work without 
impediment". Recently, "freedom of communication has been practically 
withdrawn from me within the formal structures of the Church", he said. "One 
cannot breathe without air, one cannot create without freedom." 


The author of some 67 books, Boff studied in Munich, where publication of his 
doctoral thesis was subsidized by Joseph Ratzinger, then a professor there and 
now head of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. His first 
major open clash with the Vatican came in 1984, when Ratzinger summoned him 
to a meeting of the Congregation to discuss his book Church, Charism and 
Power, which deals with the theology of base communities. In May 1985 
Ratzinger asked Boff to observe a ten-month period of silence. 


Earlier this year, Franciscan authorities said that in view of pressure from 
Rome they would prefer that Boff not return to the University of Petropolis, 
where he has taught for nearly 20 years, after his sabbatical ends in August. 
Boff was one of the main speakers at the WCC-sponsored meeting during the Rio 
"Earth Summit" in June (EPS 92.06.21). [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.52 
World Jewish Congress Conference on anti-Semitism, prejudice 


The World Jewish Congress convened a two-day conference in Brussels in July 
aimed at promoting a better understanding of the relationship of "modern anti- 
Semitism" to ultra-nationalism, xenophobia, religious chauvinism and racism. 


Among the more than 750 participants were WJC head Edgar Bronfman, leading 
Jewish community personalities, heads of state (including the presidents of 
Hungary, Ukraine and Uruguay), ambassadors and ministers, members of the 
European Parliament, and US politician Jesse Jackson. Cardinal Edward 
Cassidy represented the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity; the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) was represented by Deputy General Secretary 
Todor Sabev. 


Among workshops analysing various facets of anti-Semitism was one on "Religion 
and Tolerance", during which Sabev presented the stand of the WCC and member 
churches on religious liberty, proselytism, Israel and its neighbours, access 
to the holy places and the significance of Christian-Jewish dialogue. He 
suggested that religious tolerance may be understood in terms of allowing 
others to hold and practise views which diverge from one’s own, truth as a 
religious value, the need for mutual respect and witness, and the dangers of 
relativism, indifference and fundamentalism. 


Affirming the role of religion in individual and social life the conference 
distinguished between positive elements in religious revival today and the 
tendency to use religion to perpetuate existing division and conflicts. It 
also distinguished between the nationalism and ethnic pride that may 
facilitate self-determination, and extreme nationalism and ethnocentrism which 
lends itself to hatred and war. Delegates strongly condemned recent 
manifestations of xenophobia and racism, neo-Nazism and anti-Semitism in 
various regions and institutions including the UN and the mass media. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.53 
Paraguay’s churches issue joint declaration on new constitution 


Leaders of thirteen churches in Paraguay, including the Roman Catholic Church 
(to which a majority of the 4.4 million population belongs), addressed a joint 
declaration to the Constituent Assembly which has drafted a new constitution 
for the country. The declaration addresses four areas of common concern to 
the churches. 


On the protection of life and the family, the declaration affirms that life 
from conception to death constitutes a nation’s most precious resource and 
that stable marriages and families are essential to national well-being. The 
laws should thus protect these values. It says freedom of conscience, 
religion and worship is a fundamental human right, and that no person can be 
discriminated against on account of religious beliefs. 


Although designating an official state religion would be "incompatible with 
a pluralist society", the declaration says "the state should recognize the 
churches’ historic contributions and support their efforts in social work, 
assistance to the needy and education". Finally, the declaration firmly 
defends the right of conscientious objection to military service: "The church 
believes in the reconciling and nonviolent mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Thus we reject recourse to arms and the maintenance of powerful military 
structures... To oblige anyone to perform armed military service against his 
conscience constitutes a violation of human rights." [EPS] 


EPS 92.07.54 
Cuba: Christians unenthusiastic about joining Communist party 


Although the Cuban Communist Party (PCC) abandoned atheism as a requirement 
for membership and welcomed "Christian revolutionaries" to its ranks last 
October, church leaders and PCC officials say few Christians are joining the 
party, according to Latinamerica Press. Correspondent Paul Jeffrey says that 
even Christians who enthusiastically support the revolution are more 
interested in being treated as first-class citizens than in joining the party 
which, in any case, "doesn’t give the power and prestige it once did”. 


Cuba’s Roman Catholic bishops said in November that Catholics "exercising 
their freedom and rights as people" could belong to the PCC "only when this 
is not to the detriment of their conscience or Christian identity", which 
would clearly be threatened if the Party retained its atheism and materialism. 
Most Protestant churches took similar positions. The country’s Methodist 
Church declared in April that believers could join the party only after 
"reflecting from the perspective of their faith". 


On the other hand, Cuban Communists including youth have begun openly entering 
the island’s churches and are being welcomed into congregations. Many have 
no previous experience with the church, Jeffrey writes, and feel the lack of 
something spiritual in their lives. Usually only the pastor knows that a 
newcomer is a PCC member. According to Methodist Bishop Joel Ajo, "some 
party members have been coming to church for years, but very quietly. We 
called them clandestine Christians. Some lost their party membership when 
discovered." [EPS] 
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Norwegian church body condemns racist airport procedures 


The Church of Norway Council on Foreign Relations has strongly protested 
against the treatment of travellers from Third World countries arriving at 
Norwegian airports. A sharply-worded statement charges customs officials 
with latent racism and sexism on the basis of their treatment of Third World 
guests, particularly women. In several recent cases, it said, non-white 
visitors were subjected to strip-searches without any explanation being 
offered. "What is happening is very injurious to the Church of Norway’s 
relations with cooperating organizations and persons. We think this practice 
contributes to create a very unfortunate impression of official Norwegian 
attitudes to people from the Third World." [EPS] 
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EPS 92.07.56 
Ecutext: SACC speaks out on national and church issues 


The following text is an abridged version of a South African Conference of 
Churches (SACC) Communications Office report on the 1992 SACC National 
Conference (Durban, 6-10 July) on the theme "The Crucified God and the Easter 
God”. The WCC was represented at the conference by James Mutambirwa, of the 
staff of the Programme Unit on Justice, Peace and Creation, and by former 
international affairs director Ninan Koshy. 


The Conference was marked by a sense of urgency and intensity on issues 
affecting the nation, alongside giving time and thought to SACC programme 
acl vVicvess. ts 


In looking at the nation there was no doubt in the minds of delegates about 
the seriousness of the crisis. The people’s trust in the possibility of a 
peaceful transition from apartheid rule to democracy has been shattered. There 
is no confidence in the institutions of the state, in particular in the 
police. The integrity of the state president is widely questioned. Political 
opinions are hardened and entrenched, leading to an impasse in the negotiation 
process. 


The government was judged responsible for the impasse and the crisis 
situation. A strongly worded resolution gave a number of guidelines to the 
{[SACC] national executive to "facilitate a plan of action" endorsing the 
"SACC’‘’s position on the illegitimacy of the South African regime”. 
[Suggested action] included disobeying "unjust laws and practices in obedience 
to God", fasting and hunger strikes, and a mass campaign such as known in the 
mid-eighties. Mass action was deemed to be a "legitimate and democratic 
means of protest" ... 


Violence continues unabated despite many statements of intent at stopping it 
from the government and all other political leaders. The Conference states 
a "broad consensus among delegates" that there was an "active government 
strategy that includes violent destabilisation" ... One resolution called on 
those "who serve in the security forces or related structures and who have 
access to information relating to destabilising policies or actions, to come 
forward at once and to tell the truth about what is taking place". The 
resolution pledged church support, shelter and care for such people ... 


"Deep suspicion" about a government destabilising strategy led the Conference 
to endorse the 24 June SACC call upon the government to bring those 
responsible for the Boipatong massacre to trial, to cooperate with efforts to 
establish international monitoring of violence, to place all security forces 
under multiparty control, and to ensure a speedy convening of an elected 
constituent assembly ... 


There was a great deal of discussion upon proposals for a Peace Keeping Force. 
One resolution ... calls for an integrated peace force of "substantial numbers 
from the SADF, Umkonto We Sizwe, APLA, ZANLA and KWa Zulu, Transkei, Ciskei, 
Venda and Bophuthatswana police and defence forces" - this force to be 
retrained and to be under the control of either a multiparty body or an 
international body ... 


The Conference called for a general amnesty of all remaining political 
prisoners in South Africa "including the so-called independent states". At 
the same time the Conference had to endorse a plan to phase out its welfare 
support for ex-political prisoners ... 


This Conference was noted for the number of women delegates. All but one of 
the member church delegations had women representatives. A statement on the 
need to "treat our gender concerns" more seriously was tabled along with a 
number of resolutions by the women delegation. The resolutions included 
support for the mid-decade gathering planned for this year, greater attention 
to ensuring women are included "at all levels of our church structures", and 
encouragement for those churches "still struggling to accept the issue of the 
ordination of women". 


The Conference heard a very gripping presentation on the marginalisation of 
youth, including many of those who have returned from exile, and in response 
supported a resolution that "takes seriously the critical plight and 
frustrations of the youth"... [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 


KKK KKEKKEKEKEKEKEKKEK 


The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

Life and Mission (Mission, Education and Witness) (Unit II) 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 

Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


* + * * 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is 31 October 1992 (and NOT 30 September as stated in the 
last issue of EPS). 


The next issue of EPS is scheduled to appear on 25 August. 
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EPS 92.08.57 
Yugoslavia: WCC general secretary calls for human rights investigation 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, also speaking on behalf of the Conference 
of European Churches, has called on the United Nations Human Rights Commission 
"to conduct and enable a full, systematic and impartial investigation of the 
camps where many people are held in inhuman and degrading conditions" in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Underlining the urgency of the situation during an oral intervention during 
the first day of the Commission’s special session in Geneva on the former 
Yugoslavia (13-14 August), Castro spoke of "an alarming lack of concern 
expressed for the basic human rights of the desperate peoples of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina on the part of many of the protagonists, who do not even fight a 
conventional war. The adversary is reduced to a mere factor to be removed, an 
obstacle to ideological pretensions, and the cold-blooded perpetration of 
brutalities ... is allowed. 


"In addition," Castro said, "the world community and its relevant institutions 
- including the churches - have thus far been unable or unwilling to address 
the issue with any effectiveness." Negotiations, he said, must continue, but 
“we must not neglect the fate of those hundreds of thousands of people caught 
up in a war which they neither sought nor desired ... It will be a calamity 
if, because of our inability to act, military action is presented as the only 
alternative." 


Castro acknowledged the complexity of the "bitter battle" in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, noting that "rival claims to the territory escalate the violence: 
Serbian calls for ‘ethnic cleansing’, a Croatian call for an autonomous state 
within Bosnia-Herzegovina and the Muslim desire that Bosnia-Herzegovina should 
remain independent". According to reports from church sources, he said, 
"well-armed Serbian operations, aimed at ‘ethnic cleansing’, are accompanied 
by the establishment of many camps", where "Croat and Muslim victims are 
humiliated, tortured and murdered daily". Although the number of victims 
cannot be assessed in the apparent absence of any systematic investigation, 
those who have escaped the camps or left in prisoner exchanges "tell of 
prisoners being kept in huge cages with no food or water, of systematic 
beatings, of sadistic torture and the shooting or slitting the throats of 
victims, as well as the rape of women and young girls, some only children." 


The WCC General Secretary said the Council has received similar reports of 
"equally brutal treatment of Serbian prisoners by Muslims and Croats ... It 
is estimated that between 35,000-40,000 Serbs are detained in these camps - 
chiefly women, children and old people. In addition Serbian women and young 
girls are being forced into prostitution in brothels at Konzic, Celebici and 
Sarajevo." 


Castro said it is clear that "the failure to speak out in time and to take 
decisive action to safeguard the rights of individuals and communities is 
reaping disastrous consequences". Expressing concern that the Human Rights 
Commission and UN Security Council have not taken "decisive action", he also 
asked why information about detention camps "was apparently suppressed". 


Pledging the readiness of the WCC and other ecumenical bodies to assist in the 
search for a peaceful political solution, Castro said "we continue to seek to 
bring together all religious bodies in the region, to remove religious passion 
from the conflict and to encourage and maintain, in full cooperation with the 
churches in the area, meaningful symbolic action in relief operations and in 
the upholding of human rights of the members of all the communities." 


On 5 August the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and Service increased an 
earlier appeal for humanitarian aid to victims of the fighting in the former 
Yugoslavia, asking for US$650 000. The WCC also made a separate appeal for 
US$160 000 for programmes of Hungarian Interchurch Aid to assist two thousand 
refugees who have fled to Hungary from Bosnia-Herzegovina. (over) 


yugoslavia/2 


As part of the ecumenical response to the situation, the WCC is sending US 
Methodist Dean Hancock to Belgrade, from where he will send daily reports on 
the situation to Geneva, advise Serbian Orthodox and other local churches on 
relief operations and assess further needs. 


The appeals followed a visit to Vojvodina, Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia by a 
joint WwcCC-Conference of European Churches team (27 June to 3 July; EPS 
92.07.40). The team asked the two ecumenical organizations to "develop 
ecumenical material aid in a balanced way, taking into account the urgent 
needs in all republics ... including Serbia" and to be prepared for immediate 
action if assistance in Bosnia-Herzegovina becomes possible. Humanitarian aid 
to refugees in Serbia should not be limited by United Nations sanctions, its 
report said. 


According to the appeal, the major volume of interchurch aid to the former 
Yugoslavia - about US$700 000 - has gone to Croatia through Lutheran, Baptist 
and Italian Protestant channels. Church aid to Bosnia-Herzegovina has been 
limited, though some has gone into Sarajevo by the UN airlift. In Serbia the 
WCC has supplied about $10 000 and another $50 000 worth of medicine through 
the Serbian Orthodox Church. According to initial plans for the six-month 
programme outlined in the new appeal, about half of the $650 000 will go to 
setting up local camps near the place of origin of refugees in Serbia. Three 
consignments of medicines and about 40-50 metric tonnes of food a month will 
also be dispatched. [EPS] 
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Churches to establish ecumenical monitoring programme for South Africa 


With the crisis of apartheid rule still unresolved, a consortium of 
international churches and aid agencies have agreed to establish a church- 
based programme to monitor South Africa’s transition to democratic rule. 


In a meeting at the World Council of Churches (WCC) headquarters in Geneva, 
agreement was reached between officials of the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC), the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference (SACBC), 
and representatives of international Protestant and Roman Catholic agencies 
to create an "Ecumenical Monitoring Programme on South Africa". The programme, 
which will be launched in September, will bring teams of church leaders and 
technical experts to South Africa to ensure that international standards of 
justice and democracy are practised by all parties in the political process. 


Brigalia Bam, Associate General Secretary of the SACC, said the involvement 
of the churches had already proved to be crucial to the difficult transition 
to democracy, citing the churches’ role in first actively opposing the 
apartheid system and then assisting the development of the National Peace 
Accord and other recent efforts towards peaceful change. "The churches have 
always been concerned about the repression in South Africa. It is only normal 
that we continue to support the struggle of our people towards justice and 
democracy", she said. 


The monitoring programme will provide reports and observations on the causes 
of political violence, the negotiation process and the expected electoral 
activities necessary to "universally accepted democratic principles". Experts 
in ethics, police and justice administration, constitutional law and election 
management will be invited from churches and church-related organizations 
around the world through a coordinating office set up by the World Council of 
Churches. Their work will be hosted by the churches in South Africa through 
regional offices in Johannesburg, Cape Town, and the Natal and Eastern Cape 
regions. 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, who attended the 
talks in Geneva, said that the churches’ long moral role in opposing apartheid 
was the foundation for this continuing involvement. "Having come this far 
with the South African people, we cannot abandon them now", he said. [EPS] 
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Vatican letter elicits negative reactions 


A letter from the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has 
elicited several negative reactions in the US and UK. The text, published 
in the Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano on 24 July, was a slightly revised 
version of a letter sent to US Catholic bishops in June. 


A Vatican press spokesman said the letter had not been an "official and pyblic 
instruction" but a "background resource” in view of the fact that legislation 
forbidding discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation is a pressing 
question in certain parts of the US. The Vatican’s concern was that "such 
initiatives, even where they seem more directed toward support of basic civil 
rights than condoning homosexual activity or ... lifestyle, may in fact have 
a negative impact on the family and society." 


The letter rejects the view "that homosexual activity is equivalent to, or as 
acceptable as, the sexual expression of conjugal love". Furthermore, "sexual 
orientation does not constitute a quality comparable to race, ethnic 
background, etc., in respect to non-discrimination". Thus there are areas "in 
which it is not an unjust discrimination to take sexual orientation into 
account, for example, in the placement of children for adoption or foster 
care, in employment of teachers or athletic coaches and in military 
recruitment". 


The Chicago-based Catholic Advocates for Lesbian and Gay Rights said the 
Vatican text "completely ignored contemporary medical, psychological and 
sociological understandings of gay and lesbian persons" and had "seriously 
eroded the credibility of the Vatican to speak on justice issues". The UK 
homosexual rights association Quest called it "more evidence of homophobia on 
the part of officialdom in the Catholic Church". 


Noting that he was unaware of any other group against which the church 
condoned discrimination, Archbishop Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee said the 
document would not be helpful in the US. In a pluralistic nation, he said, 
Catholics would have to learn to live with legislation not wholly in accord 
with church teaching. 


In a 1986 document, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith said that 
“although the particular inclination of the homosexual person is not a sin, 
it is a more or less strong tendency ordered towards an intrinsic moral evil" 
and should thus be seen as an "objective disorder". Persons engaging in 
homosexual behaviour, on this understanding, act immorally. [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.60 
US: church member giving declines 


A new study of church member giving in the US showed a decline in donations 
as a percentage of income in 1990. The report, from the research organization 
empty tomb, inc., is based on a detailed study of giving patterns since 1968 
in 29 Protestant denominations with a total membership of 30.3 million. 


Among its findings were that total giving to churches represented 2.6 per cent 
of member income (compared with 3.05 per cent in 1968). According to the 
report, "the emerging pattern is that church member giving has been 
increasingly emphasizing congregational finances at the expense of 
benevolences". Adjusted for inflation, giving to congregational finances 
increased between 1989 and 1990, but this was more than offset by a decline 
in giving to benevolent causes. In 1982 dollars, contributions to benevolent 
causes in 1990 averaged $53.13 per member, compared to $53.08 in 1968. In the 
Same period, per capita after tax income in the US increased from $8099 to 
$11,739. Although 1990 was the first year of a recession in the US, the 
report’s authors say the 1968-90 data do not indicate any clear link between 
general economic conditions and levels of giving to the church. [EPS] 
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Human rights: Korean "comfort women", Bougainville discussed 


Korean “comfort women" and the situation in Bougainville were the subject of 
interventions made at the August meeting of the United Nations Human Rights 
Sub-Commission on Discrimination and Protection of Minorities in Geneva with 
the help of the WCC’s Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
(COTA) : 


A possible softening of Japan’s stance on the issue of Korean women forced to 
serve as prostitutes for the Japanese army during World War II was indicated 
in a government delegate’s response to an intervention by the Korean Council 
for Women Drafted for Sexual Service by Japan. He said the Japanese government 
would "consider, in deepest sincerity, how best we can embody our feelings 
towards those who underwent such pains and sufferings, while listening to the 
view of people from various circles." 


The Korean Council, supported by several Japanese and Korean ecumenical 
organizations, has campaigned to expose the long-hidden history of the 
"comfort women". It says some 200 O00 Korean women were lured by false 
promises of jobs or forcibly recruited as comfort women during the war. 
"Forced to serve 30-40 Japanese soldiers a day and more on weekends ..., most 
of the comfort women suffered venereal diseases but did not receive sufficient 
medical treatment. When they attempted to escape, they were killed, wounded 
or tortured." Although acknowledging "government involvement in some areas", 
Japan maintains reparations were made in 1965 by a treaty normalizing 
relations with Korea and has not recognized individual rights to compensation. 
The Korean Council is demanding a "complete apology to the individual victims, 
to Korea and the women of other Asian nations likewise drafted into sexual 
service", and full and adequate compensation to all surviving victims. 


The report on human rights in Bougainville was presented by the Pacific 
island’s interim government representative Mike Forster. He came in place of 
United Church of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands Bishop John Zale, 
who was denied permission to travel to Geneva. Zale’s presentation of the 
Bougainville case was backed by the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) and 
WCC/CCIA. According to Forster, the bishop has "thus far been unable to attend 
any international forum which may protect the fundamental rights of 
Bougainvilleans under international law". 


Historically and culturally related to the Solomon Islands, Bougainville 
reqested a UN-supervised referendum on its own independence in 1975 when Papua 
New Guinea became independent. The request was refused and the island became 
part of the new nation. In 1988, mass demonstrations calling for re- 
negotiation of the island’s copper mining agreement and greater environmental 
protection were put down and 24 000 people displaced from their villages. 
Since then Papua New Guinea has sought to resolve the situation by military 
means and an economic blockade, causing serious shortages of medicines, food 
and electricity on the island. In January 1991, PNG agreed to stop its 
military intervention, start negotiations and accept the presence of a 
multinational security team, but in April that agreement broke down and PNG 
troops re-invaded Bougainville. 


Pacific churches have been seeking to promote dialogue between the opposing 
groups and to obtain relief for the people of Bougainville. At its sixth 
assembly last September the PCC appealed to the PNG government to withdraw its 
troops, lift the blockade, allow access to humanitarian organizations, 
recognize Bougainville’s right to self-determination, and organize a 
referendum. A WCC/PCC team visit to church leaders in PNG and the Solomon 
Islands is presently being considered. 


Meanwhile, Forster told the Sub-Commission, the human rights situation on 
Bougainville continues to deteriorate, with "village people ... the main 
victims". He accused the PNG army of "destruction of villages, rape and abuse, 
summary execution of youths and the operation of... ‘care centres’ for the 
families thus displaced". [EPS] 
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Ciskei Bantustan unleashes violence against students 


Repeated attacks on students and staff at the University of Fort Hare by 
police and soldiers in South Africa’s "independent" Ciskei Homeland resulted 
in at least one death, injuries and damage to university property. 


Last year, Fort Hare - the alma mater of Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo, 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and Zimbabwe’s president Robert Mugabe - celebrated its 
75th anniversary. During the celebrations, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro, on a visit to South Africa, spoke at the installation of Tambo as 
chancellor and former Lutheran World Federation staff member Sibusiso Bengu 
ae ecco. (urs 91.7 )..02%". 


Founded by the churches as a centre of higher learning for African people, the 
university renounced its imposed status as a Bantu university reserved for 
Xhosas and declared itself a people’s university whose goal is liberation and 
nation-building, thus putting it at loggerheads with the Ciskei authorities. 


Earlier in August the military head of Ciskei, Brigadier Oupa Ggozo, 
reportedly threatened that his forces would shoot anyone who dared to join the 
demonstrations during the mass action protests across South Africa called by 
the African National Congress (ANC). 


As well as firing tear gas at students and staff marching from the campus to 
the town centre on 3 and 4 August, the police and army on both days forced 
their way past university security guards onto the campus itself. Shooting at 
random from military vehicles, they killed one student as he walked from the 
library to his hostel; a university security officer was shot in the eye, and 
another student severely assaulted at the local police station. 


Bengu requested the withdrawal of police forces from the campus; and the 
killing occurred in breach of the police commissioner’s undertaking that his 
men would no longer shoot. 


Having protested formally to the Ciskei Education Minister, the university 
called for support in the form of a letter campaign to President F.W. de Klerk 
protesting against the "independence" of Ciskei and demanding his assurance 
that academic freedom and the right to protest are respected, students 
protected against police brutality, and the status of the university "as 
private property where lawful activities may be carried out" guaranteed. [EPS] 
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Eastern European church refugee workers follow training programme 


The first ecumenical training programme for refugee workers from churches in 
Central and Eastern Europe was conducted in Geneva in June under the auspices 
of the European Churches Working Group on Asylum and Refugees (ECWGAR) in 
collaboration with the London-based European Consultation on Refugees and 
Exiles (ECRE). ECWGAR is a joint undertaking between the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) and the WCC’s Programme Unit on Sharing and Service. 
The programme was administered by the Swiss inter-church aid agency HEKS 


Two weeks of intensive training in Geneva, including contacts with staff of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, were followed by three weeks of 
practical "internships" in Denmark, Germany, Holland, France and Switzerland, 
bringing participants from Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania and Russia 
into direct contact with refugee problems. A final week in Geneva was devoted 
to evaluation of what had been learned. 


Participants will meet again in Budapest in January to evaluate how they have 
been able to apply what they learned to situations in their own countries. 
[EPS] 
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Ethiopian Orthodox patriarch enthroned, former patriarch buried 


Beginning with an overnight worship service, the enthronement of Abuna Paulos 
as patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) took place in Addis 
Ababa’s Holy Trinity Cathedral on 12 July. The 57-year-old archbishop’s 
installation followed the funeral on 10 July of former Patriarch Abuna 
Theophilos, whose 1979 murder was revealed last year. 


Guests at both ceremonies included leaders of other Ethiopian churches, 
representatives of the World Council of Churches and the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, the Vatican, the transitional government and various ambassadors. 


Abuna Paulos was elected on 5 July from among five candidates by a large 
majority of EOC synod members, monastery and cathedral administrators, 
seminary faculty, senior patriarchate staff, diocesan secretaries, and clergy, 
laity and Sunday School youth representatives. 


Educated in Ethiopia, Russia and the US (he holds a doctorate from Princeton 
University), Abuna Paulos was dean of St Paul Higher Theological Seminary, 
became director of the EOC Literacy, Evangelism and Communications department 
and later headed the EOC/WCC Refugee Counselling Service and the EOC 
Development Commission. He has a long history of ecumenical involvement, 
including membership of the WCC Central Committee, Faith and Order Commission 
and Commission for World Mission and Evangelism. 


Imprisoned for seven years by the government of former dictator Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, Abuna Paulos went to the US in 1982. Over the next nine years he 
established churches and numerous spiritual fellowships to minister to the 
Ethiopian community in exile. 


The bodies of the Abuna Theophilos and other church leaders, including former 
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (Lutheran) general secretary Gudina Tumsa, 
were discovered in the grounds of the Ras Kass palace in northern Addis in 
April and publicly exhumed [EPS 92.05.33; 07.03). An inquiry initiated after 
Mengistu’s overthrow revealed that they had been abducted, imprisoned, 
tortured, and murdered by a government death squad in 1979. Eyewitnesses said 
that Theophilos had spent his time in prison in prayer and fasting and had 
conducted communion for other prisoners. [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.65 
Indian Christian presidential candidate blames casteism for defeat 


George Gilbert Swell, a tribal Christian who lost the 13 July Indian 
presidential election, blamed his defeat on "casteism and political 
opportunism". Swell, a Presbyterian backed by two prominent opposition 
parties, the pro-Hindu Bahratiya Janata party (BJP) and Janata Dal (JD), 
received 33 per cent of the votes for the largely ceremonial post. Shankar 
Dayal Sharma, an upper-caste Brahmin backed by the ruling Congress Party, 
secured 65 per cent and succeeds R. Venkataraman as India’s ninth president 
since independence. 


Former prime minister and JD leader V. P. Singh called Swell’s defeat "a 
direct setback to over 50 per cent of India’s dalits" (the name by which 
India’s outcastes prefer to be known). Dalits constitute between 15 and 20 per 
cent of India’s population. Before the election, three prominent leftist 
opposition parties withdrew support for Swell after coming to an understanding 
with Congress, a move described by Swell as "opportunistic". These parties 
promised to field a dalit for vice president. 


Although some church circles welcomed Swell’s support by a Hindu party, others 
feared it was a "clever way to fool" Christians. The acting deputy secretary 
general of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference, George Pereira, described Swell 
as "a political scapegoat". [EPS] 
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Colombia: "terrifying level" of human rights violations reported 


A “terrifying level of human rights violations" in Colombia is reported by 
five British church leaders who visited the country from 24 July to 3 August 
on behalf of the Catholic Institute for International Relations and Christian 
Aid ° 


"We have seen pools of blood in the streets, the coffins of children gunned 
down by unknown assassins, the mass graves of the ‘NNs’- the ‘no name’ graves 
of Colombia’s thousands of anonymous dead", said the five. "We have heard 
the testimony of a peasant leader with a bullet wound in his back and of a 
newly-widowed peasant woman fleeing the army. We have travelled with a human 
rights lawyer who is constantly accompanied by a team of bodyguards." 


The five, who visited the capital, Bogota, and its barrios as well as the oil 
centre of Barrancabermeja in the middle of a particularly violent region, 
noted that the country’s new constitution was attempting to tackle these 
abuses. But they feared that there was an absence of political will on the 
part of sections of the Colombian government, and the international community, 
to stop this terrible violence. 


"Drugs are only a small part of the problem", they said. "When ten people 
a day die for political reasons, in a country of increasing British investment 
and aid, it is of the utmost urgency that the people, churches and government 
of the United Kingdom take action to support human rights in Colombia." [EPS] 
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Mexico: new law grants religious rights 


A new Mexican. law, which came into effect in mid-July after six months of 
debate, provides that "religious associations are equal before the law in 
rights and obligations" and bans "discrimination, hostility or coercion" 
against individuals for their religious beliefs. According to News Network 
International, requests by the Roman Catholic Church for special privileges 
as the majority religion were not granted. 


All religious groups in Mexico are now permitted to designate their own 
ministers, determine their own internal structures and sponsor private non- 
profit educational and health institutions. Only Mexican citizens and 
foreigners whose immigration status does not restrict such activities will be 
allowed to represent religious associations. Foreigners with a tourist visa 
will presumably be barred from religious work. 


The law recognizes the church’s right to own property for religious 
activities. A building which is the property of the nation and presently used 
for religious purposes may continue to be so used providing the group using 
it registers as a religious association within a year. No meetings of a 
political character will be allowed inside churches. Religious associations 
May not own media for mass communication except "printed publications of a 
religious character". They may broadcast worship services "only in an 
extraordinary way" - which NNI calls a slight improvement over the previous 
complete ban on Protestant radio broadcasts. 


NNI says Mexico’s "highly secular" constitution has long been considered one 
of the most religiously repressive in Latin America. Mexican Protestant 
leaders hope the amendments will end prejudice against non-Catholics. [EPS] 
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Germany: church leaders satisfied about return of Honecker 


German Protestant leaders expressed general satisfaction over the return of 
Erich Honecker to Germany to face charges in connection with the "shoot-to- 
kill" policy used to deter people from seeking to escape the former German 
Democratic Republic. A spokesperson for the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) said it was "good and right" that Honecker, as head of state and of the 
Communist Party in the GDR, should face judicial responsibility for the 
policy. Several church leaders in what was formerly the GDR insisted that the 
trial must be juridically fair and not conducted on political or emotional 
grounds. Volker Kress of the Protestant Church in Saxony noted that it was 
"extremely problematic" that the plaintiff in the trial of Honecker would be 
the same state which once made agreements with him out of political necessity 
and received him with honour. [EPS] 
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World Vision president criticizes arms manufacturers 


International arms manufacturers are guilty of "an evil complicity" that has 
created "a living hell in Africa", according to the president of World Vision 
International (WVI), Graeme Irvine. Speaking in London in July after a visit 
to Somalia, Irvine said the ready availability of modern weapons has "reduced 
Mogadishu to anarchy and rubble". Urging that the situation in Africa requires 
leaders, especially in Somalia, to "convince their people to lay down their 
arms" and demands "international solidarity on a level not yet seen in the 
history of humanity", Irvine warned that "when Africans die of an abundance 
of bullets or a shortage of bread the whole world is diminished". 


The same day WVI announced a US$70 million emergency relief programme for 
twelve African countries, in addition to its ongoing US$100 million long-term 
African development programme. James Newton, WVI director of media relations, 
told a Geneva press conference that international media, while providing good 
coverage to humanitarian needs in the former Yugoslavia, are giving too little 
attention to the situation in Africa. [EPS] 
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"One Faith" book brings evangelicals nearer to WCC, say theologians 


The Theological Commission of the World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) has 
described the WCC Faith and Order text Confessing the One Faith as "an 
important step towards bridging the gap between the evangelicals and the WCC". 
The WEF is a global organization of 67 national and continental evangelical 
associations whose total membership is about 100 million. 


The WCC text, an “ecumenical explication" of the apostolic faith as confessed 
in the Nicene Creed, has emerged from a ten-year process of discussion among 
theologians of various Christian confessions. It was officially sent to the 
churches for study and consideration by the WCC’s Standing Commission on Faith 
and Order in 1990. 


While praising the document for exploring doctrinal issues which it says have 
previously been ignored in ecumenical circles, the WEF commission was critical 
of the text at several points, faulting it for not affirming that Scripture 
is the Word of God and not being clear enough about "the uniqueness of 
Christ". 


Confessing the One Faith was published in book form by WCC Publications in 
1991 and reprinted this year. [EPS] 
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US: religious tv networks agree to share 


Two religious cable television networks in the US signed an agreement on 

28 July to share a single channel, to be called "The Faith and Values 
Channel", expected to reach some 21 million households in the US. The 
agreement between ACTS (American Christian Television Service), owned by the 
Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, and VISN 
(Vision Interfaith Satellite Network), supported by Protestant, Catholic, 
Orthodox and Jewish groups, will help the former avoid financial difficulties 
due to increased satellite costs. Officials of both networks, who will share 
time on the 24-hour-a-day channel, said they will continue to adhere to a 
policy prohibiting proselytizing, fund-raising and maligning of other faiths. 
[EPS] 
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Canada: maintenance of interfaith broadcasting urged 


Church groups in Canada have filed briefs with the Canadian Radio-Television 
and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) in advance of its October public 
hearings on government religious broadcasting regulations. Statements from 
both the Canadian Council of Churches and Interchurch Communication, a group 
of Anglican, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic and United communication 
offices, urge the government to maintain a ban on stations or networks that 
express only one faith perspective or viewpoint and to guarantee that the 
country’s broadcasting system will "remain predominantly Canadian in content". 


Noting its own positive experiences in interfaith dialogue, the CCC statement 
expresses satisfaction with the operation of the Canadian interfaith 
television network VISION-TV, which offers access to all faith communities 
willing to abide by its code of conduct. VISION-TV "testifies to the spiritual 
dimension of human life and points to ethical concerns even with a variety of 
voices", the CCC says. Warning that if single-faith stations or networks were 
established, some groups would probably withdraw from VISION-TV, the CCC 
warned that this could destroy the network’s financial stability. "The result 
would be an end to access to television by many minority faith communities 
which could not afford their own stations or networks." Canadian society would 
be "diminished with the loss of minority voices that are heard only there". 
[EPS] 
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Cuba: food supplies may signal loosening of US embargo 


Latinamerica Press says the July arrival in Havana of a plane from Miami with 
US$100 000 worth of medical and emergency food supplies may signal a loosening 
of the 30-year US economic embargo against Cuba. 


The 33 000-kilogramme shipment, donated by US church groups, was part of a 
joint initiative of the Cuban Ecumenical Council, national councils of 
churches in Canada and the US and regional ecumenical organizations in the 
Caribbean and Latin America. Among recipients were a hospital for people with 
AIDS and Protestant and Catholic homes for elderly people. 


A larger shipment of medical and other supplies from Canadian churches left 
Montreal for Havana on a Cuban vessel early in July. In addition, several 
European church agencies are working with the Cuban Ecumenical Council to 
Support the expansion of agricultural cooperatives. 


Latinamerica Press correspondent Mike James says church officials believe US 
authorities are willing to relax the ban on humanitarian supplies for the sick 
and aged since this aspect of the embargo is difficult to defend and, if 
lifted, is the least likely to cause an uproar among Cuban exiles in the US 
opposed to the government of Fidel Castro. [EPS] 
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Korea: mass Unification Church wedding draws Japanese protest 


A mass Unification Church wedding planned for 25 August in Seoul, Korea, has 
elicited an open letter to Japanese officials from the United Church of Christ 
in Japan, according to the August issue of the church’s bimonthly Kyodan 
Newsletter. The letter, addressed to Japanese foreign minister Michio Watanabe 
and justice minister Takashi Tawara, expressed deep concern about plans for 
50 000 couples, many of them Japanese, to take part in the ceremony, in which 
prospective brides and grooms will meet their spouses for the first time. 


The Unification Church, founded by Sun Myung Moon of Korea, has previously 
organized similar mass weddings, but the 1992 version is said to involve the 
largest number of people ever. According to Unification teaching, this is the 
unique way God has prepared for cleansing original sin from people’s lives. 


Japanese participants in the wedding have each been told to bring 1.4 million 
yen (approximately US$11 000) for expenses, according to Kyodan Newsletter. 
The newsletter says the Korean organization’s “power base" is "decidedly 
Japanese", that it "callously exploits Japan’s postwar religious freedom" and 
that it has used its fortune to influence many Japanese politicians. Recently, 
three well-known Japanese personalities - two athletes and a former "teen 
idol" - announced that they would join in the mass wedding. [EPS] 
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Latin American groups call for democratic communication 


Representatives of seventeen Latin American Christian communication 
organizations met in La Paz, Bolivia, in July to review developments in 
communications in the region over the past decade. Among bodies represented 
were the Latin American and Caribbean regions of the World Association for 
Christian Communication, training and research centres and several Roman 
Catholic organizations. 


The participants signed a declaration highlighting "the work in favour of 
human rights, guarantees of freedom and democracy in the shape of various laws 
and policies, calls for popular participation and real democratization in the 
field of communication accomplished by the principal proponents of a New World 
Information and Communication Order (NWICO)". 


In Latin America today, the declaration observed, "communication controlled 
by free-market rules pushes people out of their central role ... The media in 
general, and audiovisual media in particular, now hold a virtual monopoly on 
communicating contemporary reality ... Thus politics, religion, culture and 
even popular amusements are all treated as though they were entertainment." 
In spite of "the social fragmentation and isolation produced by this trend", 
the declaration claimed, "popular groups have evolved new cultural forms, 
centres of resistance and creative — in which ethnic and sectorial 
identities can be expressed." 


The participants reaffirmed the need to democratize communication. 
Communicators should "stimulate public debate on the economic and cultural 
ideas proposed by popular movements and, along with them, demand that the 
state and other powerful institutions pay adequate attention to basic needs". 
[EPS] 
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Asia: church reps urge redefinition of development 


Some 20 representatives of member churches of the Christian Conference of Asia 
have urged national ecumenical bodies in the region to work on redefining the 
concept of development. A mid-July consultation in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 
described current development strategies as destructive to the environment and 
to societies, particularly women and children, indigenous peoples and other 
vulnerable groups. According to Asian Ecumenical News Service, the 
consultation report said what is needed is "a concept of development that 
conveys a process of empowerment and change to a ‘just, participatory and 
sustainable society’." Churches should also advocate models of simple 
lifestyles, it said, including congregational covenants of simple living which 
incorporate Christian values and living in harmony with creation. [EPS] 
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Australian churchgoers: denominational loyalty unimportant 


Most Australian churchgoers feel denominational loyalty is unimportant, and 
one in eight: has changed denominations in the past five years, according to 
a national survey released by the Centre for the Study of Australian 
Christianity in July. Persons from 6500 congregations in 19 denominations 
responded. 


Although denominational loyalty is more frequently prized by people over 60, 
the Anglican magazine Southern Cross reported that overall 61 per cent of 
those responding said lifelong membership of a denomination is not important. 
Project coordinator Peter Kaldor spoke of "a Protestant supermarket where 
people are willing to cross denominational barriers in search of the ‘ right’ 
church". 


The survey revealed that the average size of participating congregations has 
increased by one to two per cent since 1986. Just under half of the 
churchgoers said they feel they have a role in their congregation. 


While 44 per cent thought they have "some" Christian impact on the lives of 
others, Pentecostals in particular stressed this element. On evangelization, 
19 per cent of the churchgoers said they make no particular effort in this 
area, 25 per cent admitted they find it hard to share their faith, 43 per cent 
said they feel comfortable in sharing if the topic arises, and 13 per cent 
actively look for opportunities to share their faith. [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.78 
Israeli port declared "mecca" for Baha’i 


The highest body of the Baha’i religion has declared the Israeli port city of 
Haifa the "Mecca" for the world’s estimated five million Baha’i faithful. 
According to a 22 July report in the Jerusalem Post, it will be the religious 
duty of every Baha’i to make at least one pilgrimage to holy places there. 
Baha’i leaders have urged city authorities to arrange for more hotel space to 
deal with the expected influx of pilgrims. 


The Baha’i religion was founded in the 19th-century among Persian Shi’ite 
Muslims by Baha’ullah, who is buried in nearby Akko. Many fled to Haifa at the 
turn of the century after persecution in their native country. The situation 
of Baha’is. in Iran today has aroused some international concern. The Iranian 
government insists that, despite Baha’ism’s being declared heretical by Muslim 
authorities and despite the fact that the centre of the religion "is located 
in Israel and is under the direct control of Zionism", they have the same 
rights as all Iranians and are not persecuted for their faith. 


Baha’is consider Baha’ullah, along with Krishna, Buddha, Christ and Mohammed, 
to have been an incarnation of God. Baha’i properties in Haifa, including a 
golden-domed shrine, are currently undergoing a US$150 million renovation. 
[EPS] 
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Pentecostals and Roman Catholics hold theological dialogues 


Evangelization and culture and secularization were key themes during the 
latest session of the third series of international Pentecostal—-Roman Catholic 
theological dialogues, held in Rocca di Papa, near Rome (18-25 July). Leading 
the delegation of several Pentecostal churches was US Assemblies of. God 
theologian Cecil M. Robeck; the Catholic delegation was headed by the US 
Benedictine priest Kilian McDonnell, as it has been since the dialogue began 
tale 723 


A communiqué from the meeting highlighted both points of convergence and 
obstacles to unity. Participants agreed that there is no authentic 
evangelization without an explicit call for repentance and reconciliation with 
God through Christ. True evangelism, they said, implies personal conversion 
and belonging to a Christian community. The twenty-year-old dialogue should 
continue, they said, especially because of tensions that have arisen between 
the two communities in different contexts and different countries, 


In a subsequent interview with Vatican Radio, Heinz-Albert Raem of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity noted that there are still 
great divergences between Pentecostals and Catholics in doctrine and pastoral 
practice. Although "common evangelization" is not yet possible "because common 
evangelization requires a common faith", Raem said, "we are working year after 
year to augment and make more fruitful what we already have in common". [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.80 
Death of three ecumenical leaders 


Death took three ecumenical leaders during July. Swedish theologian Per 
Frostin, who died on 8 July at 48, was a co-founder of the Institute for 
Contextual Theology in Sweden and professor of systematic theology at the 
University of Lund. A leading interpreter of Third World theologies, he was 
the author of Liberation Theology in Tanzania and South Africa: A First World 
Interpretation. 


Eastern Orthodox theologian John Meyendorff died of cancer on 22 July while 
vacationing in Montreal, three weeks after retiring as dean of St Vladimir’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary in New York. He was 66. Born in France of 
Russian emigré parents, Meyendorff was educated at the Orthodox Institute of 
St Sergius in Paris and at the Sorbonne, where he earned a doctorate. He came 
to the US in 1959 to join the St Vladimir’s faculty. The author of seven 
scholarly works on Orthodoxy, Meyendorff, a member of the Orthodox Church in 
America, served on the WCC Central Committee and Faith and Order Commission, 
of which he was moderator from 1967-75. He was also the first general 
secretary of Syndesmos, the international federation of Orthodox youth 
movements. 


David Paton died on 18 July in St Albans, UK, after a long illness. A 
missionary to China from 1939-44 and 1947-50, he maintained a lifelong 
interest in the church in China and wrote a controversial book on the subject 
in 1952 - Christian Missions and the Judgement of God. The son of ecumenical 
pioneer William Paton (the WCC’s first associate general secretary), David 
Paton was a member of many WCC committees. He was an advisor at the Third 
Assembly (New Delhi, 1961), a delegate at the Fourth (Uppsala, 1968) and 
served as editor of Breaking Barriers - the English-language report of the 
Fifth (Nairobi, 1975). [EPS] 
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US: the presidential campaign and religion 


The US presidential campaign, at least in its earlier stages, has aroused less 
excitement among church leaders than other campaigns of recent years. 


Jimmy Carter’s novel identification of himself as a "born again" Christian 
initially brought a surge of evangelical enthusiasm for him, and in 1980 
Ronald Reagan drew the "religious right" into his coalition. 


In 1988, some sectors of the religious community became deeply engaged because 
two ministers emphasizing religious themes sought party nominations - though 
unsuccessfully. Both were Baptists from the South but - one black, one white 
- they appealed to opposite ends of the political spectrum. 


The black candidate, Jesse Jackson, campaigned for the Democratic nomination, 
and aroused fervent support not only from black churches but also from many 
white clergy and lay leaders committed :-to goals associated with the social 
gospel and liberation theology. Their conservative counterparts found a 
champion in Pat Robertson, who had come to prominence as one of the television 
evangelists, and tried to get the Republican nomination to succeed Reagan. 


This year, the Republican renomination of President George Bush has seemed a 
foregone conclusion. Neither Jackson nor anyone else of his type got into 
the Democratic contest. And scandals have cut the wattage of the religious 
right and its "electronic church". 


The Democratic ticket wound up with two Southern Baptists - Governor Bill 
Clinton of Arkansas for president and Senator Al Gore of Tennessee, vice 
president. Americans have previously elected two Southern Baptist presidents 
- Carter and Harry Truman - but a Democratic victory this year would bring, 
under Clinton’s "new covenant" theme, the first instance of Southern Baptists 
holding both the top posts. 


Although fundamentalists have gained control of the Southern Baptist 
denomination in recent years, Clinton and Gore operate far removed from that 
ethos. They conspicuously display the distance in their outspoken support 
of abortion rights and somewhat quieter backing of rights for homosexuals. 


However, they are blunting the traditional liberal image that many Democrats 
believe has cost them five of the last six elections. Clinton and Gore 
endorsed the Gulf War and favour capital punishment, positions that set them 
apart from much of the mainline religious community normally in the Democratic 
camp. 


President Bush, an Episcopalian, and Vice President Dan Quayle, a 
Presbyterian, oppose abortion and, in further contrast to the Democratic 
candidates, favour aid to parochial schools. Roman Catholic clergy who 
consider abortion the most fundamental of all issues, and view the right of 
parents to religiously-oriented schooling for their children as an important 
matter of social justice, may have difficulty maintaining the appearance of 
neutrality. 


Some liberal church leaders who think the United States supports Israel too 
one-sidedly and gives insufficient attention to the Arab viewpoint find the 
Middle East one area where they feel some leaning toward the Republicans. 


A majority of American Jews have usually aligned themselves with the 
Democratic Party, and it is widely perceived as more wholeheartedly pro- 
Israel. But if current peace efforts look promising when the day for voting 
arrives in November, Bush may reap some benefits on all sides. [EPS] 
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Togo: churches address political leaders, parties, nation | 


Against a backdrop of violence, insecurity and fears that a 28 August national 
referendum might not take place and the 28 August deadline ending Togo’s 
formal transition period would be up before it was ready for democracy, a July 
conference of pastors and priests organized by the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC) reflected on the churches’ role in the present situation. 


Messages signed by leaders of Togo’s Roman Catholic, Evangelical, Methodist 
and Assemblies of God churches were sent to President Eyadema, government 
officials, political parties, the army and the nation as a whole. The 
consultation followed a May visit to Togo by AACC general secretary José 
Chipenda and European church leaders [EPS 92.06.03]. 


Based on their "moral authority" the churches urged Eyadema "to lead the 
democratization process to its end by doing away with violence and insecurity" 
and ensuring "free and peaceful elections". In the message to the prime 
minister, they asked the government to relaunch the electoral process and 
produce a schedule of electoral activities. Major political parties were 
encouraged to present their programmes "in a clear and realistic way", to 
"exercise wisdom and conciliation", and to avoid "useless conflict, personal 
or group interest-seeking and manipulation of conscience". 


A message to the nation read by South African Anglican Archbishop and AACC 
president Desmond Tutu spoke of the churches’ efforts to address the present 
crisis by speaking "Straight out to all the actors in national life". 


An ecumenical follow-up committee has appealed to the Christian community 
worldwide for aid, warning that Togo is "moving towards the Liberian 
situation. The boat of Democracy and Freedom for Togo is nearly crossing the 
lake but is experiencing strong storms and waves and may sink ... if we don’t 
double: our efforts." [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.83 
Split between Lutheran groups in Tanzania persists 


The presence of state security forces at the 21 June ordination of Paulo Akyoo 
as the first bishop of a new Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania (ELCT) 
diocese in Meru, Arusha, signalled that tensions between two Lutheran groups 
in the area have not yet been resolved. Fighting, in which seven people were 
killed and thirty families lost their homes and crops, broke out in March 
between members of the Chaga and Meru tribes over a proposal to split the 
church’s northern diocese. 


Akyoo’s appointment was opposed by a splinter group claiming some 80-85 per 
cent of the estimated 80 000 Lutherans in the area. The legal status of this 
group’s diocese revoked in January 1991 foliowing a successful lawsuit by the 
ELCT, was restored, whereas Akyoo’s Meru diocese had not yet been registered. 
The government action compounded an already difficult situation in which some 
"uninformed or unsuspecting" Christians were not sure which group to follow 
and others were allegedly coerced into adherence, according to Africa Press 
Service. The government’s apparent reluctance to register Akyoo’s diocese was 
attributed in ELCT circles to pressure from powerful politicians in the 
splinter group. 


Although physical confrontations between the two groups has diminished over 
the past months, squabbles continue over the alleged embezzlement of an 
education fund by the splinter group and over property, including a soon-to- 
be-completed office building. [EPS] 
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Sri Lanka: "cosmic spirituality" said to offer hope to world 


Spirituality rooted in African and Asian traditions and cultures makes people 
partners with the environment and awakens them to their symbiotic 
relationships with one another and the earth. Such a "cosmic spirituality" 
offers hope to a world on the verge of environmental disaster, most of whose 
people live in poverty, according to a consultation in Colombo (18-27 June) 
attended by thirty participants from both continents and organized by Sri 
Lankan Catholic theologian Tissa Balasuriya. 


This spirituality, said the participants, "makes us sensitive to the vibrancy 
and resilience of life around us. Instead of seeking fulfilment in domination 
and power over the universe, we are called to be enveloped in ... a life of 
interdependence and communion with life-giving and -sustaining ecosystems and 
human relationships". What this implies is a life of simplicity and 
detachment, of "being more" rather than "having more". 


Tracing the present global ecological crisis to European colonization and 
to the profit-maximization model of development, the consultation report said 
Christian churches over the past 500 years have often abandoned their 
spiritual responsibilities by blessing and legitimizing "rampant exploitation 
either by their silence or collusion with imperial powers". [EPS] 
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Albania: archbishop enthroned 


Anastasios Yannoulatos was enthroned as archbishop of Tirana and All Albania 
in ceremonies in Tirana on 2 August. Since January 1991 Anastasios, a former 
moderator of the WCC’s Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, had served 
as exarch in Albania of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople in Albania, 
responsible for reorganizing the Orthodox church there. 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate recognized the autocephaly (full canonical 
independence) of the Orthodox Church in Albania in 1937; but like other 
Albanian religious bodies the church’s ability to function was virtually 
destroyed for many years under the repressive measures by which the Communist 
regime of Enver Hoxha sought to establish the country as the world’s only 
atheistic state. 


International ecumenical greetings were conveyed by José Leite, secretary for 
peace, justice and human rights for the Conference of European Churches (CEC), 
who attended the ceremony in Tirana. The Albanian Orthodox Church was welcomed 
into CEC membership earlier this year. Leite also brought a message of support 
from WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. Noting that "the Christians of 
Albania have been through a long period of terrible suffering", Castro said 
"it is a joy to know that once again they have an archbishop chosen to lead 
them, to encourage them and to minister to them". 


Some confusion arose from a 3 August news report from the Albanian Telegraphic 
Agency that the enthronement had been annulled almost immediately because it 
violated the rules of the church. According to a 10 August press release from 
the church, the ATA dispatch, which offered no substantiation, cited a 1929 
church statute which has not been in force for many years. The church said the 
Holy Synod’s unanimous election of Anastasios on 24 June was subsequently 
accepted by Albanian president Sali Berisha; and that the enthronement had met 
all provisions of Orthodox canon law. 


The church also disputed the ATA’s report that the enthronement had been 
protested by "hundreds of Orthodox believers", saying that "an attempt to 
| prevent the religious celebration of the enthronement was made in the church 
| by fewer than 20 persons, including Muslims and a Muslim member of 
| parliament". According to Britannica World Data, Muslims make up about 20.5 
|} per cent of the Albanian population and Christians about 5.4 per cent; the 
|} remainder are classified as "nonreligious" or "atheist". [EPS] 
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Malawi: British church delegation says reforms urgently needed 


The urgent need for reform in Malawi has been underlined by a report from a 
. delegation of three church leaders from the Council of Churches for Britain 
and Ireland who visited the country at the end of July. 


The visit was in response to the situation created by the Catholic bishops’ 
Lenten pastoral letter and official reaction to it, which included the arrest 
of the letter’s signatories and the expulsion of one of them, the Irish 
missionary John Roche [EPS 92.04.07]. The letter, said the three, had opened 
a new chapter in the history of Malawi by enabling people "to utter thoughts 
which have been in their hearts but which they have not been able to express". 
The letter moreover brought the churches together in a new way. "Anglicans 
and Presbyterians have told us how they were able to recognize the Catholic 
bishops as speaking also for them", said the three. 


They warmly welcomed President Banda’s 10 June initiative in inviting the 
leaders of the country’s Presbyterian church to meet his ministers to discuss 
their concerns [EPS 92.06.35], but they were concerned that these proposed 
meetings had not yet taken place more than six weeks later. "If the proposed 
meetings between church leaders and ministers do not begin in the very near 
future, we fear that a precious opportunity will be lost, with unforeseeable 
consequences." They also welcomed the initiative of the leaders of the 
Presbyterian church in wishing to include Anglican and Catholic churchmen in 
these meetings. 


On human rights, the delegation said church services are marred by the 
presence of members of the special branch and other informers on duty, and 
that ministers of the gospel are instructed by police officers not to preach 
on certain texts from the scriptures. 


Both government and people suffer from the effects of the government’s 
monopolization of the means of public communication. "This has led to the 
virtually total mistrust of everything said, even when true, by public 
authority", said the three. They also found a widespread belief that the 
electoral system suffered serious manipulation in the recent general election. 


The delegates reported that recent increases in wages have widened the gap 
between rich and poor, while the government has recently unilaterally raised 
the salaries of indigenous employees of the Christian hospitals and health 
services without providing all the money to fund them. "In consequence, the 
Christian hospitals are faced with the immediate choice of drastically 
reducing their services or of collapse." 


Finally, the report stated that the failure of this year’s rains has led to 
drought and the threat of famine. "We were told that people are already 
dying", said the three. They also received reports that party officials have 
threatened that those who refused to vote in the recent parliamentary 
elections would not receive food aid when it comes. 


"Time is short", said the three. "The Malawian people ... continue to need 
the aid and support of the international community in building on the 
achievements of the past, overcoming the problems of the present, and planning 
for a future in which there will be justice and peace for all." [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month 
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The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


* .Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

* Life and Mission (Mission, Education and Witness) (Unit II) 

* Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 

* Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 

Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for. receipt of 
application forms is 31 October 1992 (and NOT 30 September as previously 
stated). 


EPS 92.07.43: The third line, first paragraph should read "...and theological 
faculties in Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, Latvia ..." 


The WCC’s Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, near Geneva, has announced its 
programme for 1992-93. Centrepiece of the programme - from mid-October to the 
end of February - is the annual session of the Institute’s Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies, under the auspices of the WCC and the University of 
Geneva. Theme for this year’s session, the 4lst, is "Towards an Inclusive 
Community: The Community of Women and Men". 


The 1993 summer programme includes five seminars: Orthodox Theology and 
Spirituality" (12-21 April), "The Religion of the People and Evangelism" (18- 
28 May), "Women in Eastern and Central Europe" (25 June to 4 July), "Christian 
Faith and Culture" (18-28 August) and "Dialogue between Theologies in Context" 
(31 August to 10 September). 


The 42nd session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, beginning on 
15 October 1993, will focus on the theme “Towards Communion in Faith, Life and 
Witness", drawing in particular on two major WCC events in 1993 - the 
Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students and the Fifth World 
Conference of Faith and Order. 


Further information on Bossey programmes, as well as its availability as a 
conference centre, is contained in brochures available from the Ecumenical 
Institute, Chateau de Bossey (Vaud), CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland; telephone 
(022) 776° 25317 fax (O22)" 7367 Ol69s 


“When Christian Solidarity is Broken: A pastoral and educational brochure 
addressing the issue of Sexual Harassment", is the title of a brochure (in 
English, French, Spanish and German) available from the World Council of 
Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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Konrad Raiser elected general secretary of WCC 


On the fourth day of its 44th meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, the WCC Central 
Committee elected Konrad Raiser, 54, new general secretary of the ecumenical 
body. He will succeed Emilio Castro as chief executive officer of the WCC and 
head of its 270 members, in January. Raiser, an ordained Lutheran pastor and 
professor of systematic theology and ecumenics in the Protestant theological 
faculty of the Ruhr University, Bochum, Germany, was elected by a secret 
ballot in a closed session of the 150-member Committee. The other candidate 
was Martin Conway, president of the Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham, UK. 


The general secretary-elect of the World Council of Churches is no stranger 
to the building where, come January, his new office will be located. Konrad 
Raiser began working at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva in 1969 with the WCC’s 
Faith and Order secretariat. Four years later he was named deputy to then- 
general secretary Philip Potter, a post he held until October 1983. 


Since leaving Geneva nine years ago, Raiser has continued to be involved with 
the World Council - most recently as an advisor to the WCC’s world convocation 
on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (Seoul, 1990) and as one of his 
church’s delegates to the Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 1991). 


What sparked the ecumenical interest that has marked his career, says Raiser, 
was his father’s participation in two major WCC meetings of the late 1960s: 
the World Conference on Church and Society in Geneva in 1966 and the Fourth 
Assembly in Uppsala in 1968. That led him to begin reading widely in 
ecumenical literature. He hoped to go to Ecuador to serve as pastor of an 
international Protestant congregation. But when those plans fell through, an 
old friend, German theologian and ecumenist Ernst Lange, urged him to apply 
for the Faith and Order position in Geneva, where Lange was director of the 
WCC’s Division of Ecumenical Action and associate general secretary. 


Given what Raiser describes as his "thoroughly bourgeois academic background" 
(he studied theology in Tubingen, Bethel, Heidelberg and Ziirich, and sociology 
and social psychology at Harvard), he says it was very important to have 
served as a young vicar among industrial workers in Berlin in the mid-1960s: 
"to try to adapt to their style of life and to be obliged to find ways of 
witnessing to them of my personal Christian convictions in forms that were 
pretty unconventional". 


Underlining the central importance of what happens ecumenically at the local 
level, Raiser insists that "none of the global ecumenical issues addressed in 
the framework of the international ecumenical movement is really only global. 
Or, to put it the other way round, there is nothing global that is not at the 
same time local." Local ecumenical groups may be unstructured and they may 
work outside of the churches’ institutional life, "but the opposition 
sometimes drawn between them and ‘the church’ is very artificial. Most of 
these groups are formed by people who understand themselves as members of the 
church; and much of the ecumenical vitality in our churches has come from 
their readiness to adopt the ecumenical calling." 


The links between everyday ecumenism and the global ecumenical movement need 
strengthening, Raiser thinks. One problem, he suggests, is that the official 
bodies for ecumenical dialogue are usually made up of church leaders and 
academic theologians and too seldom include people "whose basic roots are in 
the rich background of local experience. If those dialogues were to begin to 
reflect that local reality more directly and sensitively, the process of 
translating their results back into the life of the congregations would be 
much easier." The challenge for the WCC is to ensure that it is in touch both 
with Christians at the local level and with the churches as institutions. 
[over] 
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One of the WCC’s problems, says Raiser, is that "it’s very difficult for 
people in ordinary situations to form a clear image of it. For many people 
the WCC presents itself basically as an agency in maintaining interchurch 
relations and providing necessary services to member churches - material aid, 
consultations, information, study. But it would be very problematic if the 
WCC were to withdraw into being merely a kind of service organization for its 
member churches, only responding to their needs. The WCC is the incarnation 
of a calling that goes beyond what any one of us can live out in our personal 
Christian existence. The dimension of ‘keeping prominently before the 
churches the obligation to work towards unity’ - as the bylaws of Faith and 
Order put it - must never be lost." 


Raiser was closely associated with the working out of the WCC’s 1983 call to 
the churches to engage in "a conciliar process of mutual commitment (covenant) 
to Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC)". He thinks it was 
"unfortunate" that the JPIC process "focussed at a very early stage on the 
production and adoption of documents. We should have given ourselves more 
time to let the linking up of the initiatives of people in local situations 
develop more fully and more imaginatively." But he says JPIC "remains a 
unique chance and calling for the WCC". 


One task, he says, is identifying areas "where justice, peace and creation are 
seen in their interrelationship. Here the WCC’s analytical capacity is needed 
to help people in linking issues and sharpening their awareness." At the same 
time, more work is needed "on the underlying theological concerns" of JPIC, 
especially the notion of "covenanting" and of a "conciliar process". 


One emphasis in the WCC’s new structure is on the Council’s relationships both 
with member and non-member churches. Among the former, the concerns of the 
Orthodox churches have come in for a great deal of attention in recent years. 
Raiser sees it as "absolutely vital" for the Orthodox churches to "feel at 
home in the WCC and to recognize it as their fellowship, just as much as it 
is the fellowship of churches from the Reformation tradition. I would affirm 
all the efforts that have been made to ensure the effective presence and 
possibilities for active participation on the part of the Orthodox". 


Within the WCC, he says, Protestant-Orthodox differences "occasionally 
surface, as they did at Canberra, but are seldom addressed directly. Instead 
they are submerged in a general form of dialogue aiming at the widest possible 
convergence or consensus, in which the specific profile of the differences 
very rarely gets addressed as such. I hope a new quality of dialogue and 
relationship can be formed." 


At the same time, he thinks the WCC must continue to try to open up contacts 
with churches outside its formalized membership. "The WCC grew out of efforts 
within historic Protestantism and the Orthodox world. We can recognize that 
historic Protestantism in practically all parts of the world, in particular 
in Europe and in North America, is struggling seriously while new expressions 
of the church are emerging. The WCC needs to be attentive to that shift and 
as it has always been affirmed that the ecumenical movement is wider than its 
institutional expression in the WCC, every opportunity should be sought to 
open up, maintain, deepen relationships with those churches who at present 
stand outside the WCC membership." 


Deciding to leave the world of the university "for a working situation that 
will be much more dependent on structural institutional dynamics" has not been 
easy, Raiser says. "These years have given me tremendous freedom and 
opportunity - to work ecumenically with students, to accompany them as they 
discover the reality of the ecumenical movement for themselves, to determine 
the emphasis of my own work. On the other hand, I have made in the ecumenical 
calling the central focus of my own life and I have always considered even my 
teaching responsibility as a continuation of my basic commitment. And of 
course I look forward to the possibility of serving the ecumenical movement 
in a setting where I can participate in giving shape to its direction rather 
than only reflecting about what shape it should take." [EPS] 
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WCC moderator says koinonia central to ecumenical debate 


Drawing on a statement by the WCC’s Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 1991) and 
looking ahead to next year’s Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order, 
Central Committee moderator Aram Keshishian developed implications for the 
ecumenical movement of the concept of koinonia - often translated as 
"communion" or "shared life" - in his report on the first day of the 
Committee’s 44th meeting (Geneva, 21-28 August). 


In brief presentations after the address by Keshishian, who is Armenian 
archbishop of Lebanon, Mary Tanner (Church of England), Zacharias Mar 
Theophilos (Mar Thoma, India) and William Rusch (Lutheran, US) related his 
comments to the theme of the Faith and Order conference - "Towards a Communion 
in Faith, Life and Witness”. A dozen members of the Committee also spoke 
during later discussion. 


Keshishian looked at koinonia from three perspectives: as the true nature of 
the church, as a model of the unity sought in the ecumenical movement and as 
the context for articulating a common understanding and vision of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Koinonia, he said, has a trinitarian source: it is "the participation of the 
people of God in the life of the Triune God as well as communion among the 
people who constitute the koinonia". A gift of the Holy Spirit, its 
constitutive elements are baptism, eucharist and the Word of God. Koinonia 
"holds together the vertical dimension, the divine source, and the horizontal 
dimension, the visible gathering of God’s people". 


Several speakers echoed Tanner’s assessment that "we could not have had a more 
timely report from the moderator". Romanian Orthodox Bishop Daniel of Moldavia 
linked Keshishian’s reflections with General Secretary Emilio Castro’s earlier 
address on "conversion", noting that "if the ecumenical movement no longer has 
the element of metanoia [conversion], it will no longer have any dynamism and 
cannot have koinonia". 


But Peter Lodberg (Lutheran, Denmark) warned against "idealization" and 
"overkill" in using "beautiful words like koinonia... If fellowship is not 
excluded by doctrinal differences, why don’t we have eucharistic fellowship? 
Are we going to have concrete consequences or are these just beautiful words?" 
Keshishian told the Committee a similar remark had been made to him before the 
session by Coptic Orthodox Pope Shenouda, one of the WCC’s eight presidents: 
"This is beautiful theology - it’s all acceptable - but how can we practise 
ie" 


Rusch underlined what he saw as the ecumenical promise inherent in the tension 
between two of Keshishian’s affirmations: that koinonia is "never partial or 
incomplete" and that it is "never fully realized in this world". Both are 
true, according to Rusch, but "if you lose either one, you lose koinonia". 


The ecumenical movement could move ahead, he suggested, "if we see the WCC as 
a partial but real koinonia which has an eschatological reality ahead of us." 


Observing that koinonia is "given with and in diversity", Keshishian said a 
"crucial question facing the ecumenical movement" is how to determine "the 
limits of acceptable diversity, since we have developed different criteria of 
diversity". French Lutheran André Birmelé suggested that the ecumenical 
movement does not "work enough on articulating the different elements of 
koinonia... We agree on the stones but not on how they are to be built 
together." 


Although the WCC is "a broken koinonia", in Keshishian’s words, it 
nevertheless "has become for the churches a spiritual ‘house’ where they 
challenge and confront each other, dialogue with each other, enter together 
into convergence processes with each other and reach together consensus on 
many vital issues". [over] 
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He warned against trends - like "the multiplication of programme priorities 
and structures” and "bureaucratization of working styles" - which move the WCC 
in the direction of being "an organization for operation rather than a 
koinonia of participation". 


Another major problem facing the Council, he said, is the question of defining 
its own "“ecclesial significance". Even if the classic understanding of WCC 
membership requires churches neither to grant full recognition to each other 
nor ecclesial significance to the Council, Keshishian said, "a fellowship, 
though a broken one, committed to one vision, cannot be void of any ecclesial 
Significance". 


Finally, he noted, major obstacles remain on the way to visible unity: "The 
churches have not yet taken concrete steps pertaining to the Baptism, 
Eucharist and Ministry reception process. 


The text Confessing One Faith has not yet found a significant echo in the life 
of the churches. Although the ecumenical movement paved the way for some 
churches to enter into different forms of koinonia, we are still quite far 
from eucharistic koinonia." 


However, Keshishian concluded, "the reality of the WCC’s being one family, one 
household, must remain the driving force of the Council’s work... The 
comprehensive and critical assessment of the nature of our ecumenical 
fellowship that we have started within the WCC should not be a one-time effort 
but an ongoing process." [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.89 
Sudanese church leader seeks UN help for refugees 


The New Sudan Council of Churches (NSCC) has appealed to Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, the secretary general of the United Nations, to intervene "on behalf 
of the 250 000 civilians facing death in Juba". 


"We are concerned for civilians in both government- and Sudan Peoples’ 
Liberation Army-controlled areas but the civilians in Juba are in the the most 
desperate situation", said the 18-August letter sent from the ecumenical 
body’s Nairobi headquarters. The NSCC was founded in 1989 by Christian 
jurisdictions in parts of Sudan controlled by the Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army. 


The letter said the refugees "are literally held hostage by government troops, 
the airport is closed so food or other essential items like medicines cannot 
reach them...". The letter added that most of the refugees have lost their 
homes and are assembled in a football stadium and in church buildings. "The 
area around Juba has been deliberately mined so they cannot escape", the 
letter said. 


Signed by Bishop Nathaniel Garang, NSCC’s acting chairperson, the letter said 
the Sudanese authorities have informed the church leaders that the refugees 
Cannot survive beyond a month. "So we are urgently appealing to you to save 
our sisters and brothers in Juba. We appeal to you to arrange immediate safe 
passage for these people away from the front line of fighting". 


The letter also urged the world body "to intervene urgently" and "to use all 
the resources of the United Nations to bring peace to our war-torn land". 


The Swiss-based Christian Solidarity International’s two-person delegation 
that visited southern Sudan supported the NSCC’s appeal and confirmed that 
more than 200 O00 people "are living in desperate circumstances, lacking 
adequate food, shelter, clothing, medicines and other basic necessities". 


The delegation quoted a United Nations official who said the situation is even 
worse in northern Sudan, "especially for those forcibly removed to the desert 
and others receiving no aid at all...". [EPS] 
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Castro of WCC urges true conversion and total commitment 


In a report titled "A Call To Conversion” presented to the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches on the first day of its 44th meeting at the 
ecumenical body’s Geneva headquarters (21 August), WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro said the experience of conversion is a passage into a new 
relationship, a new sphere of influence; it is a birth, a new life, a new 
beginning in God. 


The call to conversion, he said, is not an appeal for improvement, for a 
reformed life according to a higher standard or morality, but an invitation 
to transformation, to a new life, manifested positively by faith in Jesus 
Christ, faith made obedience, and by rejection of the captivities of the past. 


He said conversion is a permanent coming back and going forward to the 
pristine experience of God’s love in Jesus Christ and "...involves a 
continuous going back in epiklesis to claim that faithfulness of God". 


Castro, who retires at the end of this year, said the modern ecumenical 
movement - and the World Council of Churches in particular - is a 
manifestation of the permanent search for conversion and renewal "in our 
churches and in their life together". 


He noted that the historical situation of the churches has changed, adding 
that such changes alter the kind of obedience required of them and of the WCC 
as a whole. "What remains constant is the reference to the focal point, to the 
axis, to the area of action of the Holy Spirit", he said. 


Castro spoke of a changed spiritual climate "in which the secular human being 
is well in command of the economic, political and cultural expression of 
humankind" and the world "has come of age". 


He said the present globalization of a philosophy based on the survival of the 
fittest in the economic world may be the ultimate logical expression of an 
attitude of control or dominion over nature which has very little room for the 
affirmation of the values of the Spirit. The old danger of _over- 
spiritualizing, he added, is a minor one today. 


"The difficulty is to pronounce meaningfully words like ‘Spirit’, ‘spiritual’, 
even ‘love’. It is interesting to see how easily we handle the word ‘ justice’ 
and how difficult it is for us to talk about ‘love’", he said, adding, "the 
word ‘ love’ does not appear in any of the names of the programmes of the World 
Council of Churches!". 


The general secretary’s report added: "We are a movement seeking in the 
faithfulness of God the renewal of our minds in interpreting and responding 
to the events of the world. But all the fruits of our study and research, all 
the scientific knowledge that we collect must be brought to the central point 
of reference, Jesus Christ, in order to learn from there the particular area 
in which our obedience and freedom should be exercised...". 


Castro decried the prevalence of war and famine in different parts of the 
world and noted that although we are challenged to try and provide help, "we 
need to convey through our prayers and our testimonies that ... each one of 
those dying children is, in the eyes of faith, the object of God’s 
manifestation of love". He added: "We want to shout ‘Your life is precious! 
Even in these circumstances God loves you!’". 


He said there were three fundamental issues to be considered by the current 
meeting of the Central Committee, which also constitute its programme, namely, 
economic justice, racial justice and ecological responsibility. These, he 
said, are essential components of "our" vision of justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. 


"They call us to concrete conversion: from a theology of domination over the 
earth to an awareness of its sacramental character and the stewardship to 
which we are called; from a vision of economy based on the goal of unlimited 
growth to the building of a just and sustainable society in which economic 
resources are harnessed to protect the little ones; from the arrogance of 
racial superiority to the affirmation of a new humanity in Jesus Christ". 
[over] 
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The general secretary added that a fourth covenant calls us to search for 
peace and to implement it fully as part of the ministry of reconciliation. He 
condemned the use of violence in conflict resolution which, he said, seems to 
be the "normal" way of handling conflicts in our world. He called for 
"something dramatic to be done" to change global public opinion against use 
of force as a means of conflict resolution. "Our prayers go out for Sri Lanka, 
Cambodia, Somalia, Sudan, Haiti, Central America, Peru, Afganistan, Armenia, 
former Yugoslavia, Northern Ireland...". 


He said there is hesitance on our part to use the word "reconciliation" 
because "it seems too cheap, too easy". 


"How can we speak of reconciliation to Palestinians and Israelis, to Serbs and 
Croats and Bosnians, to blacks and white in South Africa, to the military 
forces in Latin America and their victims, to the haves and have-nots in the 
big cities? How can we claim to be instruments of reconciliation without being 
reconciled among ourselves", he asked. 


On the relations between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church, Castro said 
the Roman Catholic Church’s rejection of the report of the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) because the findings "were not 
Roman Catholic enough to be recognized as a basis for unity” and the church’s 
letter to all its bishops titled “Some Aspects of the Church Understood as 
Communion" "have poured cold water on our ecumenical endeavour". Castro, 
however, hoped that the "other voices" in the Roman Catholic Church will keep 
the thrust of the Second Vatican Council alive, "otherwise the Council and 
fifty years of ecumenical work appear to have been set aside. We seem to be 
back to square one", he said. 


Members who spoke after Castro’s presentation thanked him for his dedication 
and service to the ecumenical movement over the years. 


Patriarch Parthenios of Alexandria (Greek Orthodox Church) said the word 
"conversion" is "dangerous" and wanted to know whether it also means 
proselytism, adding that it is good for us to be converted together, but not 
to proselytise one another. 


"The word creates problems for us", he said, noting that "the unity of the 
church is not conversion, the unity of the church is not proselytism, the 
unity of the church is metanoia". 


Paul Crow (Christian Church/Disciples of Christ in the USA) said the general 
secretary’s report set the agenda for the meeting and that the subject of 
conversion is open to all Christians and "not only to those who disagree with 
us. Conversion is an on-going struggle for all of us who are involved in the 
World Council of Churches", he added. 


Aukje Westra (Reformed Church in the Netherlands) wondered how the WCC can 
work towards individual renewal when the churches are themselves internally 
divided. Drexel Gomez ({Anglican] Church of the Province of the West Indies) 
said his region is a victim of a distorted view of the Gospel and proselytism 
by the churches in North America. He welcomed Castro’s report and the 
reference to non-violence. He noted that although the churches do not advocate 
use of violence, they do contribute to it by their actions. 


Prakai Nontawasee (Church of Christ in Thailand) said conversion should work 
towards reconciliation. Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Peristerion (Church of 
Greece) said it is through community that we receive salvation. He said 
conversion gives us an opportunity to discover the existence of God and also 
to know who we are. 


With reference to Somalia and other areas of conflict, Charles Adams 
(Progressive National Baptist Convention/USA) applauded Castro’s call for 
peace and urged the WCC "to take the risk to demand of the United Nations to 
give protection to those who provide food to the needy" there. [EPS] 
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Statement on Christian faith and world economy discussed 


At its meeting in August 1988, the World Council of Churches Central Committee 
requested the then-Commission on the Churches’ Participation in Development 
(CCPD) to start a process which would lead to an Ecumenical Statement on 
Economic Life. Working through the WCC Advisory Group on Economic Matters 
(AGEM), a progress report was presented to the Central Committee in Moscow in 
July 1989. The meeting received the report with enthusiasm and recommended 
that this report be presented to the first meeting of the Central Committee 
after the Seventh Assembly in Canberra, Australia (7-20 February, 1991). 


At the Committee’s 43rd meeting in Geneva last year (20-27 September), the 
Central Committee discussed the report which had been titled “Economy as a 
matter of Faith: An Ecumenical Statement on Economic Life" and recommended 
that a study document be produced for further debate on the economy. 


On the second day of its current sitting (22 August), the Central Committee 
discussed the document which has now been titled “Abundant Life for All; 
Christian Faith and the World Economy Today, A Study Document from the World 
Council of Churches”. 


In introductory remarks before the debate, C.T. Kurien (Church of South 
India), professor emeritus and former director of the Madras Institute of 
Development Studies in India, said economics is concerned with the lives of 
people and with the issues of livelihood and daily bread. He said that 
although most people take the availability of "our" daily bread for granted, 
"this is not the reality for the majority of the people in the world today". 


He added that economics is also concerned with human relationships. "These 
human relationships are mediated in different ways, but the underlying thing 
is power", he said. 


On the world economy, the seventy-two-page document identifies nine issues 
which it says "deserve careful study and caring reflection with a view to 
fresh action on the part of all concerned, not least Christians". 


The document names the shocking extent of "absolute poverty" and of 
indifference to it, the growing gap between the rich and poor, the global debt 
crisis, the threat to the environment, land as an economic commodity, the 
differing roles of women and men. Other issues highlighted in the document are 
unemployment and underemployment, conflict, war and militarization, the role 
and often the hidden power of communication systems. 


Anna Marie Aagaard (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Denmark) hailed the 
document for endeavouring to articulate "what the churches have to say 
together on economic matters". Birgitta Rantakari (Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Finland) appreciated that the document has moved from being a statement to 
being a study document. She urged concrete action to deepen the study and 
wondered whether it was time for the churches to start dialogue with the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank on economic matters. 


Andre Birmele (Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and 
Lorraine) said the document provided the churches with vision to put forward 
the work which has been done through the WCC over the past 40 years. Paulo 
Ayres Mattos (Methodist Church of Brazil) noted that the failure of the 
centralized economic system does not imply that the market economic system is 
the best model. He cited his native Brazil as an example where the market 
economic system brought about unequal distribution of wealth. 


Walter Arnold (Evangelical Church in Germany) urged opposition to "naked" 
market economic system and called on the churches to enter into covenant with 
one another over the document. Guenther Kriische (Evangelical Church in 
Germany) said the document is not a "mature" statement on the economy, adding, 
"we are in state of confusion, especially after the collapse of Communism. The 
issue remains, what model should we follow", he asked. He noted that in his 
Native eastern Germany "we are suffering from the blessings of the market 
economy. How do we deal with the issues of social injustice?", he concluded. 
[over] 
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Leslie Boseto (United Church in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands) drew 
a connection between unity, development and conversion and said the three 
belong together. He said the urgency of unity is to bless and not to curse, 
and added: "Many things happen today but very little time is spent on being 
a good Samaritan for our neighbour". Nenevi Seddoh (Evangelical Church of 
Togo) said abundant life is the outcome of full spiritualization. "It is the 
beginning of charity. If we do not have Christian charity, then we wouldn’t 
have abundant life", she noted. 


Self-criticism and repentance on the part of the church is the message Bishop 
Ambrosius of Joensuu (Orthodox Church of Finland) saw as the underlying 
message in the document. He called for a serious discussion of moral 
principles to guide the economic life of the people. "This is where the church 
should come in", he added. Paul Sherry (United Church of Christ, US) 

urged that more attention be given to the local community and how this, in 
turn, affects the international community. [EPS] 


; EPS 92.08.92 
WCC central committee discusses questions posed by Earth Summit 


A report of the WCC conference held near Rio de Janeiro during the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in June and an outline of 
the questions which the Earth Summit poses to the churches and the ecumenical 
movement was the subject of a Saturday morning plenary session during the 44th 
meeting of the Council’s Central Committee (Geneva, . 21-28 August). 
Participants also saw a five-minute videotape highlighting the worship at the 
wcc conference. 


Hungarian pastor Eszter Karsay told the Committee that, despite reservations 
about the outcome of the UNCED meeting in many quarters, a "new and vital" 
conviction that emerged from the event in Rio was the importance of the effect 
on ordinary people of the problems facing the planet. For the 176 participants 
from 52 countries who came to the WCC meeting, located in the outlying city 
of Baixada Fluminense, that realization was heightened by their contacts with 
local Christians, for whom urban squalor, poverty, violence and environmental 
decay are everyday realities. It is one thing to read about the problems of 
"street children", Karsay said, but "when you see six- and eight-year-olds, 
with empty eyes, on the streets early in the morning, then this becomes a real 
symbol of suffering humanity". 


Also addressing the session was the local host of the WCC meeting, Roman 
Catholic Bishop Dom Mauro Morelli, to whose diocese the participants came and 
at whose cathedral a closing Pentecost vigil, involving hundreds of local 
residents, was held. Morelli told the WCC that his diocese "was blessed by 
your presence, because so many ignore us". Of the thousands who came to Rio 
for the meeting, he said, "many missed the opportunity of finding out what was 
really at stake” in UNCED. The WCC participants, according to Morelli, were 
"spared the effort of the Brazilian government to create a hygienic 
environment for VIP guests" and to make it impossible "to uncover the 
dirtiness of injustice in our country, as in so many other places". Denouncing 
a “hypocritical approach" to sustainable development, Morelli said that 
despite Brazil’s importance in the global economy (it has ranked as high as 
tenth among industrial powers), little if any of this has benefited the 
people, especially the country’s 60 per cent black majority. 


Despite the problems of a diocese in which 1100 people, most of them young and 
black, were killed in 1989 ("when I stopped keeping track of the statistics"), 
Morelli said that the coming of the WCC meeting to Baixada Fluminense was an 
occasion for hope. "When we walk in the life of faith we can see signs of 
hope," he said. "Our people are a people of hope." Morelli said he has 
"learned to be the church from these poor people" during his eleven years as 
bishop in Baixada Fluminense. 


Drawing on Matthew 18, Morelli said the church must be "like a child, a female 
child, coming as an invitation to life". It must be "a permanent experience 
of community among people who proclaim that we need forgiveness, that we are 
willing to accept forgiveness and that we are willing to offer forgiveness". 
A church must be committed to "searching for the little ones, looking for 
those who are straying", going where no one else goes "because we believe in 
life, in resurrection". [over] 
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Karsay identified four questions for the WCC coming out of the Earth Summit: 
Do the churches have a prophetic word to say on these issues? How can the 
churches’ spiritual insights be brought across in society at large? Is the 
ecumenical movement ready to work with non-church and non-religious movements, 
including the United Nations, on these issues? How can the WCC work to foster 
changes in a "lifestyle of high consumption and greed"? 


Many of the specific implications of UNCED for further WCC programmes will be 
discussed in the Committee on Programme Unit III (Justice, Peace and Creation) 
and brought back for action by the full Central Committee on Friday 28 August. 
[EPS] | 


EPS 92.08.93 
Central Committee begins discussions on eighth assembly 


The third plenary of the 44th Central Committee meeting on its second day in 
Geneva (22 August) was devoted to discussions on the WCC eighth assembly to 
be held in 1998. 


In introductory remarks, WCC staff member Wesley Ariarajah, who had major 
responsibilities for organizing the Seventh Assembly (Canberra, 1991) said 
that since there will be no Central Committee meeting in 1993, it is important 
for the current meeting to start thinking about plans for the eighth assembly. 


A document titled “Towards the Eighth Assembly” presented for the plenary 
session listed eight "important issues" for discussion. These included the 
nature and size of future assemblies, problems such as financial resources and 
adequate facilities; whether to combine the celebrative and deliberative 
aspects of the assembly or not; assembly site, pre-assembly events and the 
selection of delegates. 


The document also specified the procedures by which delegates are selected and 
Central Committee members elected and asked whether these need to be reviewed 
or not. The programme style and content of the assembly was also highlighted. 
The mandate of the Assembly Planning Committee was also listed as an important 
issue for discussion. 


George Tsetsis (Ecumenical Patriarchate) underlined the importance of the 
celebrative aspect of the assembly and also the end of the millennium. He 
added that the 50th anniversary would also present a chance for the evaluation 
of the work of the World Council of Churches and its achievements and 
failures. "It would also constitute an opportunity for us to know where we 
stand as an ecumenical movement", he added. 


Barbara Bazzett (Canadian Yearly Meeting - Friends) noted that worship and 
celebration during an assembly presents an opportunity to experience Koinonia 
and suggested that future worship at assemblies be made to last longer. She 
suggested that less time be spent on public issues and that delegates should 
spend more time on knowing the local situation. She called for the use of 
small discussion groups and sharing of personal experiences. Karel Blei 
(Netherlands Reformed Church) supported the holding of a celebrative and 
deliberative assembly. 


He cautioned, however, that the celebration "should not be triumphalistic, 
because the existence of the WCC is a sign of our brokenness". He said the 
assembly should have a representative character as a body of churches. He 
described the elections to the Central Committee at the Seventh Assembly in 
Canberra as "painful" which should be seen "as a positive sign". 


David Gill expressed sadness that the Committee was not close to agreeing on 
the nature of future assemblies. He said the underlying, fundamental questions 
regarding the WCC and how we understand an assembly have not been discussed 
fully. 


He was supported by Ambrosius of Joensuu (Orthodox Church of Finland) who also 
suggested the linking of the assembly venue with the member churches through 
modern telecommunications systems. 


Melvin Talbert (United Methodist Church) suggested a return to the historic 
venue of the first WCC assembly during the 50th anniversary celebrations. 
Elizabeth Welch (Church of Christ the Cornerstone) urged the involvement of 
other churches, including the Roman Catholic Church "in a review of the past 


50 years". [over] 
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On the pre-assembly events, Jan Malpas (Anglican Church of Australia) 
appreciated the role these play in the assembly and mentioned particulary the 
role of the women’s pre-event in Canberra as a success. She noted that after- 
lunch events were generally a failure. 


Margot Kaessmann (Evangelical Church of Germany) said the team visits were an 
"excellent opportunity for learning" as they provided information on the 
assembly event. 


The selection of issues for the assembly should be the responsibility of the 
Central Committee, according to Eugene Turner (Presbyterian Church USA). He 
called for an increase in the number of Central Committee members to give a 
chance for as many churches as possible to be represented on the Committee. 


Irmela Mueller-Stoever (Evangelical Church of Germany) noted that the Canberra 
Assembly restricted the presence of the media in the plenary hall. Hector 
Mendez called for a balance between celebration and analysis or reflection of 
issues. He said an assembly should carry a prophetic voice and guide the 
churches in different parts of the world. [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.94 
Chikane says security forces involved in South African violence 


South African Council of Churches (SACC) General Secretary Frank Chikane told 
a press briefing (22 August) at the Geneva headquarters of the World Council 
of Churches that the South African security forces are deeply involved in the 
violence which is currently sweeping black townships in the country. 


Chikane, who was in Geneva to attend the 44th Central Committee of the WCC, 
said it has been proved beyond any doubt that the security forces are involved 
in the violence. "They have lost their credibility and we have called for the 
formation of an internal peace-keeping force in the country", he said. 


He added that an international monitoring group under the aegis of the United 
Nations has been agreed upon by all parties. In addition, he said, an 
international ecumenical monitoring group will soon be sent to South Africa. 


Chikane said the presence of Church monitors in South Africa will help in 
determining who is responsible for the violence there. He noted that during 
the massacre in the black township of Boipatong in June (EPS 92.06.45), it 
took police 16 hours to raid the killers’ hide-outs. "We have a reluctant 
police", he added. 


On economic sanctions by the international community on South Africa, Chikane 
said the position of the SACC has not changed. "Any investment in South Africa 
at the moment will strengthen the apartheid regime", he added. He urged the 
international community not to grant fresh loans to the South African 
government "until there is an interim government". 


Chikane said the cause of the breakdown in the Conference for a Democratic 
South Africa (CODESA) talks is the escalating violence and the stalemate on 
who is to write the new constitution. He said the government insists that 
CODEDSA should formulate the new constitution, while the African National 
Congress and its allies want an interim government to prepare the 
constitution. 


On the protection of minority rights, Chikane said this would return the 
country to the "dark ages". He said individual rights should be entrenched in 
a bill of rights. "We can’t defend minority privileges", he said, adding, "we 
must seek to defend individual rights". 


He dismissed accusations that the SACC was the "ANC at prayer" and explained 
that when the liberation movements were banned in the country, the SACC spoke 
on behalf of the oppressed. As a result, he added, the ecumenical body was 
seen to be sympathetic to the ANC. "We made an option because we supported the 
cause of the oppressed. We are not apologising for taking sides with the 
oppressed". He said that although both the SACC and ANC were dedicated to the 
dismantling of apartheid, they differed greatly in their methods. [EPS] 
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Churches urged to fight against racism 


"Racism continues to manifest itself in enormous dimensions and as an 
ecumenical community, we have to strategize on how to tackle this evil 
plague." 


These were the opening words of Vinton Anderson (African Methodist Episcopal 
Church) in introducing the fifth plenary session on racism on the third day 
of the 44th WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva (23 August). 


Following the introduction, participants listened to excerpts of an address 
by the late» James Baldwin to the fourth assembly of the WCC in Uppsala in 
1968. Photo slides depicting various situations of racism accompanied the 
address. 


Paulo Ayres-Mattos (Methodist Church of Brazil) told the participants in an 
address titled “A Global Overview of Racism Today” that racism is one of the 
most tragic manifestations of "our sinful human nature". He said that within 
the ecumenical community, the existence of racism has been confessed. "It has 
not been easy to confess this sin", he added. 


He noted that many churches have sought to commit themselves to the fight 
against racism in all sectors of society. He commended the World Council of 
Churches’ Seoul (South Korea) Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity 
of Creation which reaffirmed the work of the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR). 
"The commitment to overcome this tragedy has its basis through our triune 
God", he added. 


He noted the racial tensions in Asia, Africa and Europe "which lead to death, 
destruction and despair". He added: "Never in history have we met a situation 
so incomprehensible as the present times. This is the reason why the churches 
should move forward in their fight against racism". 


He wondered how the churches "can show forth the unity of Koinonia" when they 
are divided by racism. "What does it mean to acknowledge one another’s baptism 
when we see young men and women killed who have been baptised in the same 
triune God. How can we make our testimony when we cannot eliminate our 
prejudices towards our indigenous brothers and sisters", he asked. 


Four speakers spoke about their experiences with racism. Eugene Turner 
(Presbyterian Church USA) said after ordination and after gaining the 
necessary experience within the hierarchy of his church, he sought to apply 
for a pastor’s position, but on two occasions the search committee turned him 
down because the predominantly white church members "may not accept him 
because of race". 


He said a major source of racism is fear based on prejudice, which is never 
factual. "The fear becomes systematized by the practice of racism. Why did not 
the search committee let the people decide for themselves whether they would 
accept an African-American as their pastor. They determined on the race alone 
that an African-American could not be presented to the congregation as their 
pastor. This is racism!", he said. 


Another witness, Hirin Kaa, a Maori from Aotearoa/New Zealand told the 
participants that the church in his country was instrumental in turning 
"institutions of New Zealand into shrines of racism". 


"The first missionaries arrived in Aotearoa 170 years ago, and converted my 
ancestors to Christianity. And at the same time they told the Maori to reject 
much of their culture", he said. 


He said with the arrival of colonialism, new values and customs were 
introduced. The land was taken away from the indigenous people "and the church 
supported and fermented such thinking”. 


He noted that the Maori people "are at the bottom of the statistics" as they 
constitute half of the prison population, have the highest child mortality 
rate, are disproportionately unemployed, unwanted and uncared for and own five 
per cent of the land. [over] 
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"The church must accept its responsibility for much of racism, not only in New 
Zealand, but in much of the whole world", and added: "The church must act to 
halt the locomotive that is racism, at a personal and institutional level". 


Violet Sampa-Bredt’s address titled “Testimony from Zambia" spoke of the 
hardships her country underwent as a result of support for the liberation of 
Angola, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa and the destabilization 
process supported by the apartheid government in South Africa. "We suffered 
the consequences of this: there were large numbers of refugees, our foreign 
policy was always geared towards support for independence struggles; our 
economy suffered because we maintained a strict policy of sanctions and we 
were also targets of destabilization polices", she said. 


She noted that the challenge facing Zambia now is to uphold the principles of 
democracy after the reintroduction of a democratic government following the 
1991 elections which ousted the 27-year-old autocratic rule of former 
President Kenneth Kaunda. 


In Germany, said Margot Kaessman (Evangelical Church in Germany), racism is 
more worrying than in France and England. She said people there speak of 
xenophobia because the word "racism" connotes extermination. She noted that 
racism in Germany has reached high proportions in areas of high unemployment 
"where people want someone to trample upon". 


In discussions that followed the presentations, Charles Adams (Progressive 
National Baptist Convention) wondered why no aboriginals were invited to speak 
about their experiences of racism. 


Edeltraud Engel (Evangelical Church in Germany) said as Christians, it is our 
task to find an answer to racism, to set up meetings between foreigners and 
the local people to foster understanding. 


Barry Rogerson (Church of England) said it is not sufficient for individuals 
to accept each other in baptism alone "but you have to go beyond that. This 
goes to our church structures which need to be changed". He urged the 
acceptance of the past mistakes "and acknowledge them painfully and then 
repent". 


Virginia Gcabashe (Methodist Church of Southern Africa) hoped that "as we 
discuss this painful subject, we will be committed to challenging our churches 
to eradicate this evil". She said that although many South Africans speak of 
being Christians, "many of them do not speak with a loud voice to eliminate 
racism". 


In closing remarks, Mac Charles Jones (National Baptist Convention of America) 
urged the Committee members to support the WCC work against racism and 
challenged the ecumenical body’s Ecumenical Action on Racism "to keep us 
informed, to be present in our midst in a unique way".. He urged each WCC 
Programme Unit to address racism seriously. 


On the selection of the new WCC general secretary, Jones wondered why the last 
two candidates are white European. "What does it say about our deliberateness 
to deal with racism", he asked. 


He urged member churches "to go back to your home communities and see how we 
deal with racism". He noted that people of colour have to deal with the 
psychological effects of racism. "We internalize it, it creates psychological 
problems because you always question your value judgement", he said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.08.96 


Canada: indigenous person elected to top United Church post 


The United Church of Canada has for the first time, selected a Native Canadian 
as its moderator. Stan MacKay, 50, is director of a training centre for 
aboriginal ministers in Beaus@éjour, Manitoba. He was selected for the top 
elected post in a single ballot (17 August) at the church’s general council 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick. Born in an isolated area of Manitoba, McKay, 
from the Cree tribe, was elected six years after the United Church general 
council voted to apologize to native people for years of injustice on the part 
of the church. On his election, the new moderator said the church is "overdue" 
for a native leader. "The nature of the church has not allowed aboriginal 
people to take their place in the family of the church. There is a need for 
the church to consider what that might mean". [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month. 
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The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

Life, Education and Mission (Unit IT) 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 
Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


+ + 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is now 31 December 1992. 


The WCC’s Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, near Geneva, has announced its 
programme for 1992-93. Centrepiece of the programme - from mid-October to the 
end of February - is the annual session of the Institute’s Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies, under the auspices of the WCC and the University of 
Geneva. Theme for this year’s session, the 4lst, is “Towards an Inclusive 
Community: The Community of Women and Men". 


The 1993 summer programme includes five seminars: Orthodox Theology and 
Spirituality" (12-21 April), "The Religion of the People and Evangelism" (18- 
28 May), "Women in Eastern and Central Europe" (25 June to 4 July), "Christian 
Faith and Culture" (18-28 August) and "Dialogue between Theologies in Context" 
(31 August to 10 September). 


The 42nd session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, beginning on 
15 October 1993, will focus on the theme "Towards Communion in Faith, Life and 
Witness”, drawing in particular on two major WCC events in 1993 - the 
Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students and the Fifth World 
Conference of Faith and Order. 


Further information on Bossey programmes, as well as its availability as a 
conference centre, is contained in brochures available from the Ecumenical 
Institute, Chateau de Bossey (Vaud), CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland; telephone — 
(022)! 776025313. tasxse{022): it6e0169. 


"When Christian Solidarity is Broken: A pastoral and educational brochure — 
addressing the issue of Sexual Harassment", is the title of a brochure (in 
English, French, Spanish and German) available from the World Council of | 
Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 
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WCC Central Committee Roundup 


Although the election of Konrad Raiser as general secretary (EPS 92.08.87) of 
the World Council of Churches was the most widely reported action by its 150- 
member Central Committee when it met in Geneva from 21-28 August, the 
Council’s governing body took several other important decisions regarding the 
future work of the WCC and made declarations on a number of current issues in 
the church and the world. 


The 54-year-old German Lutheran pastor and theology professor was chosen on 
24 August to succeed Emilio Castro as the WCC’s chief executive officer and 
head of staff. The election culminated an 18-month process which began with 
the appointment of an 18-member search committee at the Seventh Assembly in 
Canberra. Breaking with precedent, the search committee presented the 
Committee a nomination of two: Raiser and Martin Conway, president of Selly 
Oak Colleges (Birmingham, UK), a lay member of the Church of England. 


Immediately after his election (by secret ballot in a closed session), Raiser 
made a brief acceptance speech before an assembly hall crowded with Central 
Committee members and other participants in the meeting, including WCC staff 
and media representatives. For 25 years, he said, "I have been seized by the 
ecumenical calling, and it has been like a second conversion. For me it is 
both a vision of renewal of the one church of Christ in witness and service 
and an obligation to commit all my energies to the effort of bringing this 
vision alive." When Raiser takes over as the WCC’s fifth general secretary in 
January, he will be returning to the Council staff after an absence of just 
over nine years. Prior to becoming professor of systematic theology and 
ecumenics in the Ruhr-University, Bochum, Germany, in October 1983, he had 
served in Geneva for 14 years, first in the Faith and Order secretariat and 
then as deputy general secretary. 


On 27 August, the Central Committee paid tribute to Castro with a formal 
resolution honouring his years of service to the ecumenical movement and a 
festive celebration featuring greetings and music from all regions of the 
world. The resolution noted especially the "personal dimension" of Castro’s 
ministry and his “untiring work for reconciliation and unity within the WCC 
and beyond". 


In a statement on the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia, the Committee 
described the "first major violent crisis on European soil since the end of 
the Cold War" as "a tragic illustration of the inability and apparent 
unwillingness of the major powers to act as peacemakers in an even-handed and 
disinterested way". Declaring that neither military intervention nor a "one- 
sided embargo which is insufficiently enforced" will solve the problem, the 
Committee called on the international community "to oblige all parties to 
accept a nonviolent settlement, accompanied by an effective ban on arms 
supplies... applied equally to all parties". It also expressed concern that 
Islamic-Christian confrontation in Bosnia "could have repercussions for 
religious communities in many parts of the world". The Committee welcomed 
efforts by the Conference of European Churches, the Council of European [Roman 
Catholic] Bishops Conferences and the WCC to bring together churches and other 
religious communities in the former Yugoslavia. 


A statement on South Africa voiced "dismay that the government of President 
F. W. de Klerk, having earned so much international goodwill, appears 
unwilling to carry through with the reform process there". The Committee 
welcomed the recent establishment by the South African Council of Churches 
(SACC) and South African Catholic Bishops Conference of an ecumenical 
monitoring programme, to be coordinated by the WCC. Warning that political 
developments in South Africa cannot yet be considered "irreversible", the 
Committee urged WCC member churches to continue to campaign for the 
maintenance of economic and financial sanctions. But a sign of ecumenical 
hopes for the future was the decision by the WCC Executive Committee to accept 
the SACC’s invitation to hold the February 1994 Central Committee meeting in 


Johannesburg. [over] 
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In a resolution condemning "the wholesale violation of the fundamental human 
rights" of the people of Somalia, the Committee asked Castro to write to the 
UN Security Council and Organization for African Unity urging an all-party 
conference to negotiate the end of fighting there. It expressed appreciation 
to churches and agencies which have provided emergency aid to the country. 


The Committee’s statement on the European Community recognizes "the promise 
and challenge" of steps taken so far and says churches and European ecumenical 
bodies should continue dialogue on such issues as poverty, refugees and 
migrants, racism, environment and relations with the rest of Europe and the 
two-thirds world. It asked WCC programme staff to continue to watch the 
situation in Bougainville, and asked Castro to write UN Secretary General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali urging "energetic promotion" of a ceasefire in Southern 
Sudan and resumption of negotiations to end the civil war there. 


Passed on to member churches for study was a statement on the conflict between 
Orthodox and Greek Catholic (uniate) churches in Eastern and Central Europe. 
Calling for reconciliation, renewed dialogue and protection of religious 
freedom for all, it condemns the resort to violence in disputes over church 
properties and rejects "uniatism" as a model of unity for the future. It asks 
the WCC, in continuing to study and monitor this issue, to work together with 
the Conference of European Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Several "deliberative plenaries" offered Central Committee members a chance 
to discuss and deepen their understanding of contemporary ecumenical issues 
and the work of the WCC. The Committee received and discussed a 72-page study 
document, “Abundant Life for All: Christian Faith and the World Economy Today" 
(EPS 92.08.91). The document, originally mandated in 1988, was first intended 
as an ecumenical statement on economics, but, says the introduction, "dramatic 
changes in Central and Eastern Europe... have drastically changed the 
political and economic landscape and it is yet unclear where this will lead 
to"; hence the decision to release it as a study document. 


Brazilian Catholic Bishop Dom Mauro Morelli, who hosted the WCC conference in 
Baixada Fluminense at the time of the Earth Summit (EPS 92.08.92) in Rio de 
Janeiro (June 1992), gave the Committee a moving personal testimony about life 
in his diocese, a poor and violent urban area where all the problems discussed 
in the luxurious surroundings of the UN meeting in downtown Rio are 
incarnated, Morelli said. Yet, he insisted, "when we walk in the life of faith 
we can see signs of hope". Thanking the WCC for meeting in a place most people 
ignore, Morelli urged the church to continue "going where no one else goes, 
because we believe in life, in resurrection". 


The Committee approved two texts on interfaith dialogue. A proposal for new 
emphases in Jewish-Christian dialogue underlines the need to include issues 
of justice and political advocacy in dialogue and insists that "criticism of 
the policies of the Israeli government is not in itself anti-Jewish". Nine 
pages of "ecumenical considerations" on Muslim-Christian relations were 
referred to the churches for study and action. The text speaks of "enormous 
possibilities for collaboration" between Christians and Muslims in promoting 
justice, human rights and people’s rights, religious freedom, peaceful 
conflict resolution and assistance to refugees. 


Turning to internal matters, planning and priorities were established for the 
offices and four new programme units (Unity and Renewal; Life, Education and 
Mission; Justice, Peace and Creation; Sharing and Service) of the new WCC 
structure approved by the Central Committee in September 1991. The Committee 
adopted a set of principles for the WCC’s relations with the seven regional 
ecumenical organizations around the world. Several decisions emerged from a 
lengthy discussion of plans for the WCC’s Eighth Assembly (EPS 92.08.93). It 
will be held in 1998 (at a place to be decided by the Central Committee in 
February 1994) and will be linked with commemoration of the WCC’s 50th 
anniversary and the end of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity 
with Women. The Assembly budget, the Committee was told, will benefit from a 
SFr. 1.6 million surplus on the final accounts of the Seventh Assembly. (over) 
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A 1993 WCC operating budget of SFr. 41.1 million (about the same as 1992) was 
approved; members were assured that additional income and savings would 
probably cover a SFr. 450 000 shortfall. Warned that control on expenditures 
alone will not solve WCC financial problems and that if income does not go up 
further programme and staff cuts could be necessary, the Committee also 
adopted an income development strategy for the WCC. 


The Committee welcomed two new member churches, bringing the total to 322. The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia has about 200 000 
members among all major language and ethnic groups in the newly independent 
country. The United Church of Christ-Congregational in the Marshall Islands 
has about 39 O00 members. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.02 
Central Committee adopts report of Committee on Public Issues 


At a plenary session during the final morning of its 44th meeting (21-28 
August), the WCC Central Committee approved action on six public issues - 
Bougainville, the European Community, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan and the 
former Yugoslavia. At an earlier plenary session members had the opportunity 
to comment on draft statements on the six issues prepared by its Public Issues 
committee, which was chaired by Aaron Tolen (Presbyterian Church of Cameroon). 
The European Community was also the subject of a separate plenary session 
during the Committee meeting (EPS 92.09.07). 


The Committee asked WCC Programme Units III (Justice, Peace and Creation) and 
IV (Sharing and Service) to continue monitoring and to take appropriate action 
on Bougainville "in consultation with the Pacific Conference of Churches, 
Solomon Island Christian Association and the Papua New Guinea Council of 
Churches". Since independence in 1975, Bougainville has been part of Papua New 
Guinea. The island’s declaration of independence from PNG in May 1990 resulted 
in a total communications and economic blockade which, according to background 
material furnished to the Committee, "has resulted in widespread human 
suffering and death by sickness and armed confrontation between the PNG 
Defense Force and the Bougainville Revolutionary Army". 


The Committee adopted a statement on the situation in the former Yugoslavia, 
a minute on the situation in Sudan and passed resolutions on the European 
Community, Somalia and South Africa. Texts of the Committee’s action are in 
EPS 92.09.11-15. 


The decision to adopt a "minute" on Sudan rather than to make a more formal 
statement, Tolen explained, was because of the "delicacy of the present 
situation and the possibility, however remote, that the WCC may be able to 
provide good offices to the parties in the conflict there in search of a 
peaceful solution". 


All the statements were adopted with few if any dissenting votes or 
abstentions. Discussion in the earlier Public Issues plenary focussed mainly 
on nuances or additional emphases suggested by Central Committee members to 
the first draft text. 


On the European Community, John Neill (Church of Ireland) reminded the plenary 
that not all countries joining the Community are rich. He spoke specifically 
of the prevalence of poverty in Greece, Portugal and Spain as well as in his 


own country. He was supported by Peter Lodberg (Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Denmark), who urged the members to recognize the "good work" that will be 
done by the Community in the poor areas. He also called on the churches to 


address the issue of lack of democracy in the political structure of the 
Community. Constantine Patelos (Patriarchate of Alexandria) called for the 
addition of a clause which recognizes the rights of minorities in Europe. 

Joseph Omoyajowo (Church of Nigeria) voiced fears that the new Community will 
"take us back .to slavery" and will continue a new domination of Africa through 


the debt bondage. [over] 
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Walter Arnold (Evangelical Church in Germany) urged the Committee to recognize 
the complexity of the situation in South Africa. He suggested that future 
investments in South Africa should be located in poor areas to serve the 
majority African population. Faith Mwondha ([Anglican]) Church of Uganda) 
urged the Central Committee to be "serious" in urging the South African 
government to enter into talks, because the government there did not uphold 
some of the agreements with the African National Congress. 


Contributing to the discussion of Somalia, Bjorn Bue (Church of Norway) said 
the major cause of the chaos is the brutal dictatorial rule of former 
President Siad Barre. He said the former ruler brutalized and murdered those 
who were opposed to his rule. "He was an executioner", Bue added. He 
called for reconsideration of international laws on non-interference in 
internal matters of other countries which allow such flagrant violation of 
human rights. He noted that the passive international response to the crisis 
there is a result of the fact that Somalia is a poor country. 


Agnes Aboum said the critical point in Somalia is creating "corridors of 
tranquillity" to allow for the safe passage of relief food to those affected. 
She noted that the "war lords" on both sides of the conflict are making it 
hard to deliver relief food as most of it is stolen before it reaches the 
starving masses. Abera Bekele urged military intervention as the only 
solution to the conflict. 


On the former Yugoslavia, Klaus Wilkens (Evangelical Church in Germany) said 
there are more and more signs of organized murder in the camps established by 
the Serbs. "This has led to genocide and cannot be dealt with in diplomatic 
statements alone", Wilkens said. 


A number of other critical conflicts were commended for ongoing WCC attention 
by the Committee on Programme Unit III in its report to the plenary. These 
include Haiti, Guatemala, El Salvador, Cyprus, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Nagorno- 
Karabagh, the Horn of Africa and Sri Lanka. The Central Committee also adopted 
a recommendation calling on the general secretary and Unit III to continue to 
monitor the situation in East Timor. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.03 
Central Committee makes new staff appointments 


The World Council of Churches Executive Committee meeting in Geneva (18-20 
August) made the following four-year staff appointments: 


Deborah Robinson (USA, Progressive National Baptist Convention, Inc.) has been 
appointed executive secretary for racial justice issues (Programme Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation). 


Clement John (Pakistan, [Anglican] Church of Pakistan) has been appointed 
executive secretary, International Affairs in Programme Unit III. 


Salwa Morcos (Egypt, Coptic Orthodox Church) has been appointed executive 
secretary for the Middle East in WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. 
She is presently on the staff of Unit III. 


Angelica Espinoza (Chile, Roman Catholic) was appointed associate director in 
the Personnel Office for four years from an agreed date. 


The Executive Committee also decided to extend the deadline for applications 
for the positions of Executive Director for the four Programme Units from 30 
September to 31 December. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.04 
WCC Central Committee hears the finance report 


The WCC Central Committee was told by the moderator of its finance committee 
that when it next meets in February 1994 (in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
according to plans announced on 26 August) she hopes "it will no longer be 
working under the shadow of a financial emergency". 


Highlights of the finance report Birgitta Rantakari made to the Committee were 
presentation of budgets for 1993 and 1994, good news about the final accounts 
for the Canberra Assembly and the 1991 operating budget and a detailed 
strategy for increasing WCC income now that expenditures have been reduced 
through staff reductions and better financial control. 


The Central Committee unanimously adopted a 1993 operating budget of SFr. 41.1 
million, virtually the same as that for the current year. A preliminary 1994 
budget, anticipating a Swiss inflation rate of about 4.5 per cent, projects 
expenses of SFr. 43.3 million. To ensure that it is balanced, it will be 
revised as necessary by the Executive Committee in September 1993. Both 
budgets are based on the assumption of 270 staff members. 


The 1993 and 1994 budgets currently show deficits of SFr. 450 000 and 2.8 
million respectively. Both budgets, said Rantakari, "demonstrate that the 
WCC’s new programmatic structure does not solve all our financial problems". 
Among persistent difficulties to be addressed are those resulting from the 
shortage of "undesignated income", given to the Council as a whole rather than 
to a particular programme or activity. This amount has not kept pace with 
inflation, creating particular difficulties for such "vital activities" as 
relationships, communication, renewal and Faith and Order. 


With increased demands on undesignated funds, the cost of these must be shared 
among other units and, says the finance report, "some units and donors believe 
that the level of ‘re-distribution’ is too high". 


Associate General Secretary Michael Davies noted that the WCC’s operating 
budget represents only about a third of its "turnover", since it does not 
include the large sums of money channelled through the Council to support 
programmes of aid, development and mission around the world. If one calculates 
the "redistributed costs" as a percentage of this total, Davies suggested, it 
is in fact “on the low side". 


The "apparent surplus" in 1991 (after a shortfall of SFr. 3.1 million in 1990) 
was due to cuts in spending and transfers from trust accounts, Rantakari said. 
Expenses were SFr. 3 million more than income, and if income does not go up, 
further cuts will be needed. She also noted that in 1991 "a record number of 
member churches did not meet their responsibility ‘to make an annual 
contribution to the general budget and programmes of the WCC commensurate with 
their resources’". 


The budget for the Eighth Assembly (1998) will begin with a balance of SFr. 
1.6 million left over from funds set aside for the Seventh Assembly in 
Canberra. Rantakari said the surplus is a result of lower-than-expected 
expenses and a higher-than-expected rate of the Swiss franc against the 
Australian dollar. Also helping the situation were churches who covered all 
the expenses of their participants, on-site expenses covered by the Australian 
churches and the A$1 million grant by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 


In introducing the income development strategy, which the Committee 
subsequently adopted, Davies accented the need for increased contributions 
from member churches, in cash or in kind. He urged Central Committee members 
to be “ambassadors and advocates" for the Council in their own churches and 
areas. His travel around the WCC constituency in recent months has made him 
aware that "there is a lot of ignorance of our work, even among leaders of 
member churches", Davies said. [over] 
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At the same time, he suggested that there are "untapped resources to be 
discovered", some of which may require the services of "regional fund- 
raisers". An example is the Ecumenical Development Initiative, a joint 
campaign just begun with the US National Council of Churches to develop new 
funds for ecumenical activities. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.05 
Central Committee discusses "uniate" churches, welcomes new members 


Conflicts between Orthodox and Greek Catholic (uniate) churches in Eastern and 
Central Europe, Christian-Jewish and Christian-Muslim relations and initial 
plans for the Eighth Assembly of the World Council of Churches were on the 
morning agenda for the WCC’s 150-member Central Committee on Thursday, 27 
August. 


During two plenary sessions, the Committee, acting on recommendations from its 
committee on the general secretariat, also approved a statement on 
communication policy and welcomed one church from Africa and one from the 
Pacific into WCC membership, bringing the number of member churches to 322. 


The most extensive discussion during the sessions was on the "uniate" issue. 
In recent years, conflicts over the disposition of church properties in some 
parts of Eastern and Central Europe, especially the Western Ukraine, have led 
to tensions between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC’s Orthodox member 
churches. The WCC joined with the Conference of European Churches (CEC) in 
team visits to some of the affected areas earlier this year and held a 
consultation on uniatism in July. 


In a statement "to be shared with the churches for study" the Committee 
described the uniate issue as "a matter of deep ecumenical concern", since the 
"open hostility and hatred" which have emerged “threaten the credibility of 
our common testimony to the gospel of Jesus Christ". Acknowledging that "the 
necessary healing of memories... will be a long and painful process", the 
statement mentions three elements of ecumenical concern: pastoral, practical 
and theological. 


At the pastoral level, the statement encourages "Christians of different 
traditions and rites to work together ‘so that the world may believe’". If 
that is to be possible, it says, the religious freedom of all communities must 
be respected and fostered and all intimidation and violence in connection with 
property disputes condemned unequivocally. 


Practically, the Committee calls for dialogue among the parties directly 
involved in the disputes. It regrets the breakdown of the four-party 
commission to solve the problems in Western Ukraine (after which church 
buildings in many communities were taken over by force) and expresses hope 
that the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches will resume their international 
dialogue on the subject. 


The statement concurs with the judgement of the Orthodox-Roman Catholic 
dialogue commission (Freising, June 1990) that from a theological point of 
view "‘uniatism’ is not an appropriate model of the unity we seek today". 


A series of recommendations attached to the statement calls on the WCC and CEC 
to form an advisory group to monitor the issue and to continue ecumenical team 
visits to affected areas. It also urges the WCC, "in cooperation with CEC and 
the Roman Catholic Church", to continue to work on "healing of memories, 
providing pastoral care, expressing solidarity with Christian brothers and 
sisters, advocating the rights of those who are suffering, offering mediation 
where possible and disseminating accurate information". 


Also mentioned is the need for the ecumenical community to work on resolving 
human rights violations connected with this issue in cooperation with 
international organizations and governments. [over] 
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Commenting on the proposed text, Roman Catholic observer Mgr John Radano of 
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity said he welcomed its 
"very fine tone of reconciliation". He insisted that the recent conflicts have 
not resulted from any "rebirth of the uniate method, but from the effort to 
normalize relations with Eastern Catholic churches after many years of 
suppression". As a model of church unity, Radano agreed, "uniatism is a method 
of the past; our method today is dialogue". Nevertheless, he also underlined 
again the Roman Catholic conviction that "the best way to deal with the issue 
is in a bilateral context". Several Orthodox members of the Central Committee 
noted, however, that bilateral dialogue is not now taking place. 


As a basis for the WCC’s ongoing participation in Jewish-Christian dialogue, 
the Committee adopted a document which adds several new emphases to ongoing 
work in this area. The proposals call for involving a wider spectrum of 
participants from Africa, Asia and Latin America and treating a wider 
diversity of subject matter in the dialogue. They urge attention to issues of 
religious liberty, particularly in the face of renascent anti-Semitism in 
Eastern Europe, and call for relating dialogue to issues of justice and 
political advocacy. "We assume that criticism of the policies of the Israeli 
government is not in itself anti-Jewish", the statement says. 


The nine pages of "ecumenical considerations" on Muslim-Christian relations, 
referred by the Committee to the churches for study and action, grow out of 
a series of dialogues with Muslims in various parts of the world and a lengthy 
drafting process. "Christians and Muslims comprise nearly half of the world’s 
population", the document says. "The nature of the relationship between these 
two communities is of considerable significance for the welfare of the whole 
human family... There are enormous possibilities for collaboration between 
these communities to work together for social and racial justice, for the 
defence of human rights and people’s rights, for safeguarding and promoting 
religious freedom, for resolving conflicts peacefully, for addressing the 
plight of refugees and displaced people." 


During discussion of the paper, several Central Committee members spoke out 
forcefully about human rights violations resulting from Muslim-Christian 
tensions in Africa, Asia and the Pacific. 


While agreeing that Christian-Muslim dialogue must go on, Rachel Paulin 
(Presbyterian, New Zealand) said that "we can no longer be naive in our hopes" 
for it. “In interreligious dialogue we are sometimes inclined to close our 
eyes to known human rights violations by members of other religions", warned 
Bjorn Bue (Lutheran, Norway). "The WCC must defend human rights also in Muslim 
countries." 


Projected for the next Central Committee meeting (February 1994) is a full- 
scale discussion of the Eighth Assembly. The Committee has already decided 
that the Assembly will be in 1998 and that it should be combined with 
celebration of the WCC’s 50th anniversary and an event marking the end of the 
Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. The Executive 
Committee was asked to bring to the 1994 meeting suggestions for a site, 
theme, "general principles on the nature and content of the Assembly" and 
names of Central Committee members to serve on the Assembly Planning 
Committee. 


The WCC’s two newest member churches are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
the Republic of Namibia and the United Church of Christ - Congregational in 
the Marshall Islands. Founded as the result of the work of German missionaries 
in 1842, the ELCRN has been independent since 1968. Its membership of just 
over 200 000, in 55 parishes and their related preaching stations, encompasses 
all major language and ethnic groups in Namibia. It is currently involved in 
discussions about cooperative ministry and unity with the two other Namibian 
Lutheran churches. The UCCCMI was established by US missionaries in 1857 and 
became fully independent in 1967. Its 27 main churches and 85 sub-churches 
(three of them in Hawaii and the western US) include about 39 000 members. The 
church’s theological college trains students from all over Micronesia. [EPS] 
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Central Committee discusses future work of WCC programme units 


In plenary sessions during the final day-and-a-half of its 44th meeting 
(Geneva, 21-28 August), the World Council of Churches Central Committee 
discussed the future work of the Council’s four programme units. Commissions 
for each of the units met in Evian, France, in May (EPS 92.06.01), and their 
reports served as the basis for discussion in four "unit committees" of the 
Central Committee, who presented proposals to the full body. 


The Unit I committee (Unity and Renewal) endorsed "The Unity of the Church as 
Koinonia" as overall theme for the unit’s work. That work is divided into four 
streams: Ecclesial Unity (Faith and Order); Lay Participation Towards 
Inclusive Community; Ecumenical Theological Education; Worship and 
Spirituality. A particular concern expressed by the unit committee was the 
financing for the work of Unit I. 


The "koinonia" theme will be particularly focussed in the coming period on 
preparations for the fifth World Conference on Faith and Order, to be held in 
Santiago de Compostela, Spain, next August. Each stream should contribute to 
the deliberations in Santiago, the Central Committee said. The Ecclesial Unity 
stream was also asked to study the unity of the church and renewal of human 
community with particular attention to ethnic tensions and nationalism. 


The committee on Unit II affirmed four programme priorities set in Evian: 
Mission and Evangelism in Unity/Gospel and Culture; Community and Justice, 
Health, Healing and Wholeness; and Education for All God’s People. But a 
recommendation by the commission in Evian that the unit’s original name 
(Mission, Education and Witness) be changed to "Life and Mission" was narrowly 
defeated in favour of "Life, Education and Mission". 


The Central Committee also approved holding the next WCC Conference on World 
Mission and Evangelism in late 1996 or early 1997, with a major focus on 
Gospel and Culture. The most recent in the series of world mission conferences 
- which goes back to the historic Edinburgh conference in 1910 - was held in 
San Antonio in 1989. 


Much of the Central Committee discussion on the report of the Unit III 
committee (Justice, Peace and Creation) centred on a recommendation, which was 
approved, that "active nonviolence be affirmed as a clear emphasis in 
programmes and projects related to conflict resolution". The discussion, which 
echoed at some points the Gulf War debate at the Seventh Assembly, also 
underlined General Secretary Emilio Castro’s suggestion in his report at the 
beginning of the meeting that "the present world situation demands of the 
Christian churches a clearer nonviolent stand or advocacy for nonviolence”. 
The recommendation, Castro told the Committee, was not intended nor phrased 
as a WCC endorsement of pacifism, but as a way of highlighting a particular 
contribution that churches and ecumenical bodies should be trying to make in 
the face of bloody conflicts in many parts of the world. 


In its final plenary session the Central Committee took up the work of Unit 
IV (Sharing and Service). The unit committee identified theological reflection 
on diakonia (Christian service), restructuring (the relationship of Unit IV 
to the rest of the WCC), challenges and obstacles to sharing (including 
denominationalism) and working for change in a world “that has tossed off the 
notion of social solidarity" as four "principal questions" for Unit IV. 


A "testimony" by Margareta Neliubova of the Russian Orthodox Church, in which 
she highlighted the difficulties and pain caused for her church by the influx 
into the former Soviet Union of wealthy groups of foreign Christians, touched 
off a long and impassioned discussion. Other speakers made it clear that the 
situation Neliubova described is by no means limited to her country or even 
to Eastern and Central Europe. Some speakers suggested - though without 
mentioning names - that some WCC member churches are involved in this sort of 
activity. The Committee asked Castro communicate with member churches and 
mission organizaations not related to the WCC about this problem. [EPS] 
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Central Committee discusses Europe 92 


During a plenary session on Tuesday, 25 August the Central Committee discussed 
"Europe 92” and what the changes there imply for the rest of the world. 


In his introductory address titled, “The European Community, Europe and the 
World -—- Issues for the Churches", director of the Brussels-based European 
Commission for Church and Society, Keith Jenkins, said part of the motivation 
for the creation of the single market by European countries is the freedom of 
movement of finance, workers, goods and services between the member states. 
"But another aim was to place the member states of the Community in a better 
position to compete in world markets with the economies of the United States 
and Japan". 


He said that as a result of "this process of integration", a unique system of 
international decision-making has evolved. "The member states have pooled 
their national sovereignty on certain matters. The result is that the 
Community can adopt measures which have legal effect in the member states." 


Jenkins said the churches are finding a readiness among the civil servants and 
parliamentarians within the Community "to listen to what the churches have to 
say, because they recognise that we are raising broader, ethical questions 
unrelated to a narrow self-interest". 


He added that the churches ask questions and present points of view concerned 
with "why?" as well as with "how?". They are as much concerned with values 
as with the mechanics of decision-making. 


"That is not to say, though, that we should not handle the issues as 
completely as do the lobbyists. The churches have no automatic right to be 
heard. The channels of access that we create are based on the extent to which 
we say things, however critical, that are worth hearing". 


Jenkins noted that the image of the European Community which many people 
outside the Community have is that of "Fortress Europe" - a Community with an 
island mentality believing that it can isolate and insulate itself from the 
rest of Europe and the rest of the world. "I can appreciate the reasons for 
this perception and I share the fears which many have. On the other hand", 
he added, "there are those within the European Community and within its 
institutions who recognise the fears and the dangers and who are committed to 
working against such a Europe". 


This feeling was expressed by Aaron Tolen (Presbyterian Church of Cameroon) 
in his contribution to the discussions that followed Jenkins’ presentation. 
He noted that although Europeans colonized Africa, America and Australia, "it 
seems strange that now they want to close themselves to outsiders" by 
instituting strong immigration laws. Cristina Bosenberg (Evangelical Church 
of Rio de la Plata) wondered how the least developed countries will survive 
when the rich countries are "strengthening themselves in one bloc at the 
expense of the poor bloc". She condemned the dumping of toxic waste in 
developing countries by some developed countries and suggested the creation 
of a "common market of the churches" to counter the European Community. 


Faith Mwondah ((Anglican] Church of Uganda) asked how the European Community 
can be committed to the development of the whole world "when unjust economic 
policies are still in place". Prakai Nontawasee (Church of Christ in 
Thailand) urged the churches to help break the "island" mentality in Europe. 
Bert Supit (Christian Evangelical Church Minahasa) thought the formation of 
the European Community is designed to strengthen political and economic 
domination of the countries in the southern hemisphere by Europeans. 


Klaus Wilkens (Evangelical Church in Germany) said the creation of the 
European Community has the potential for both good and bad tendencies to 
develop. Zacharias Mar Theophilos (Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar) said 
the EC is going to be a Community of technological, military and economic 
supremacy. "How are we going to empower the powerless? Is the Community 
going to share its wealth, technological advances with the rest of the 
world?", he asked. [EPS] 
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WCC relations with Regional Ecumenical Organizations discussed 


"Guiding Principles for Relationships and Cooperation Between Regional 
Ecumenical Organizations (REOs) and the World Council of Churches" were 
approved by the WCC Central Committee during its meeting in Geneva (21-28 
August). The issue of relations between global and regional ecumenical bodies 
was also discussed at a plenary session. 


Except for North America (which consists of only two countries, Canada and the 
US, with strong national councils of churches), there are REOs in all seven 
areas of the world: the All-Africa Conference of Churches, the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches, the Christian Conference of Asia, the Conference of 
European Churches, the Latin American Council of Churches, the Middle East 
Council of Churches and the Pacific Conference of Churches. Many - though by 
no means all - of their member churches are also members of the WCC. In the 
Caribbean, the Middle East and the Pacific, the Roman Catholic Church in the 
region is also a member of the REO. 


The document approved by the Committee will be the basis of specific 
agreements of cooperation between the WCC and each REO. It says that the REOs 
and the WCC have the conviction that the ecumenical movement is one and that 
they are guided by their openness to relationships with all churches and 
church organizations which are prepared to enter into dialogue on the biblical 
vision "that all may be one ... so that the world may believe". 


The document adds that the WCC and the REOS are open to dialogue and 
cooperation with people of other faiths and that they have a commitment to 
work with all people for the establishment of justice, the affirmation of 
peace and the renewal of all creation. 


The document also spells out several affirmations by the WCC and the REOs. 
These include the ecclesial basis of their relationships with each other, with 
churches and church organizations and the oneness of the ecumenical movement, 
which implies the recognition of the principle of complementarity in their 
relationships and functions, globally, regionally, nationally and locally. 


The text says that the council’s primary function within the one ecumenical 
family is to serve, to enable and to inspire the member churches and each 
other in a common calling aimed at fostering the visible unity of the church 
and its witness in the world. Their relationship is thus one of partnership 
based on their common faith and commitment. 


In introducing the plenary session on REOs, WCC Unit IV (Sharing and Service) 
moderator Ana Langerak said the REOs welcomed the establishment of the 
principles which spell out relationships "for mutual enrichment" of both the 
world body and the regional organizations. 


She praised the process of dialogue which has evolved in the last two years 
between the WCC and the REOs and said the "fruits of this consultation can be 
seen in this document", adding that the REOs have enormous potential for this 
dialogue, as each one of them "is unique and is a special instrument for 
achieving this purpose". 


Middle East Council of Churches General Secretary Gabriel Habib said the 
creation of regional ecumenical organizations was in recognition of the 
cultural and political realities in the different regions of the world. 


During the discussion, Ambrosius of Joensuu (Orthodox Church of Finland) urged 
"a clear division of labour" on specific issues between the REOs and the WCC 
and suggested that this could be done through the allocation of necessary 
financial and human resources in order to avoid “overlapping agendas". 
Birgitta Rantakari (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland) called for 
constant review of church structures in view of the changes in the world. In 
this connection, several other speakers urged a clearer definition of 
relationships between the WCC and national ecumenical bodies. [EPS] 
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Raiser affirms reality of the one church 


WCC general secretary-elect Konrad Raiser told journalists at a press 
conference the day after his election that the historic Protestant and 
Orthodox churches which founded the WCC face “severe challenges" today in the 
form of secularization and religious pluralism. From having worked with 
students over the past nine years in a German university, he said, he is 
acutely conscious of a "break in continuity between the generations". As a 
consequence, many churches are having to develop new forms of witness and 
structures in order to respond to the expectations of the new generation. 


Although it was still too early to expect him to make programmatic statements 
- "I have not had time even to sit down and talk with the present General 
Secretary", Raiser said - he has a "cooperative understanding of this office 
and of the life of the WCC". Thus, "whatever changes will come about will do 
so as a result of common action". 


Asked whether the WCC is in a state of crisis, Raiser said it was important 
to remember that the word has a double meaning. In the medical field, a crisis 
refers to the moment when a decision is taken as to whether an illness is 
fatal or can be cured, while the Chinese ideogram for crisis signifies "happy 
opportunity" as well as the critical aspect of this concept. Thus, Raiser 
continued, it is important to know whether the term is applied to the 
ecumenical movement "in the sense of a diminishing of vision, an increasing 
paralysis, or in the sense of growth into something new". He himself holds the 
view that the WCC is moving into a new phase "of which we do not yet see the 
full contours". As in the past, this transition will lead to a new expression 
of the basic ecumenical vision. "I am not afraid of that crisis or of the 
inevitable controversies", Raiser stated. "We should face up to them and not 
put each other into boxes." 


On the unity of the church, he affirmed that "the one holy and apostolic 
church exists as a reality and not just an idea". He stressed that although 
it is not the WCC’s only aim, unity cannot be seen as being in competition 
with other aims, all of which are interrelated. "We should use our imagination 
more to recognize unity as people’s experience and not just as a theological 
concept", Raiser said. Faced with a decline in membership in the historic 
Protestant churches and the growth in religious pluralism, the search for 
unity remains a vital one, according to Raiser. 


Citing the specific mandate of Faith and Order to strengthen relations with 
non-wWCC churches, and the fact that its Commission includes Roman Catholic 
members and some from evangelical churches, Raiser said "the WCC takes this 
problem seriously". He is hopeful about the prospect of improving the WCC’s 
relations with other Protestant groups, noting that several Pentecostal and 
indigenous African churches have already contributed to the Council’s growth. 
He said he would welcome "a more open relationship" with the World Evangelical 
Fellowship (WEF) and "efforts to develop this further will continue with all 
my support". 


On WCC relations with the Roman Catholic Church, Raiser stressed that while 
he respects each church’s right to exercise its teaching ministry in its own 
way, "What happens in one church today is not simply an internal question but 
has consequences for other churches as well." Not only the Roman Catholic 
Church but also the universal church received the Second Vatican Council. Thus 
the universal church, too, is concerned by efforts to reinterpret Vatican II. 


Asked whether the Council under his leadership will continue its combat 
against racism, Raiser replied that "My commitment to the struggle against 
racism is unabated. When I look at examples of racist violence in my own 
country, I find we can’t talk only about ‘terrorist movements’ in South 
Africa. Therefore, the WCC’s witness for racial justice is more needed now 
than ever before!" [EPS] 
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Religious discrimination worries Pakistani Christians 


wcc Central Committee member Khushnud Azariah (Church of Pakistan) came to the 
Committee’s 21-28 August meeting in Geneva determined to raise the issue of 
religious discrimination and human rights violations in her country. 


Making up 3 per cent of the 126-million population, Christians are the largest 
religious minority in Pakistan. Since Shari’a (Islamic Law) was adopted in 
January, Mrs Azariah said, many people have been imprisoned and even killed 
without due legal process under a law that makes insulting the Holy Prophet 
(Mohammed) punishable by instant execution. 


The wife of the officiating Executive Secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in Pakistan (Bishop Samuel Azariah) said "there were previously cases 
like this but an effort was made to find proof. Since Shari’a, people - not 
only Christians - are afraid that because of enmity they can be accused of 
insulting the Holy Prophet and murdered. Such cases have already occurred. The 
government has not taken action; the fundamentalist group is small but so 
strong that even the judges are frightened..." 


Mrs Azariah referred to the case of Tahir Iqbal, a 33-year-old Muslim convert 
to Christianity who died suddenly in jail on 19 July. After Iqbal became a 
Christian in 1988, "local religious leaders felt he had insulted Islamic 
teaching", Mrs Azariah said. Accused in December 1990 of denouncing Islam and 
its prophet, Iqbal was imprisoned in Lahore for five months without trial. 
Defended by the non-governmental Pakistan Human Rights Commission, his case 
was first heard by the courts in May 1991. Bail was refused, Mrs Azariah said, 
due to pressure from fundamentalist Muslim clergy. 


At a second hearing in April 1992, a plea to execute Iqbal was rejected. 
Within a couple of days the judge on the case was transferred to another 
court. Learning that Iqbal had been deprived of electricity and sanitary 
arrangements in jail, Iqbal’s lawyers and Bishop Azariah requested that they 
be restored. This was done, and the deputy superintendent of jails admitted 
that Iqbal had been the object of discriminatory behaviour. Friends who saw 
him at a hearing on 13 July said he was afraid of being killed in the prison. 
On the day of the next hearing, news was received that he had died suddenly 
the previous night. "We don’t know the real facts", Azariah stated. "Many 
people are presently in jail on the same accusation. If we don’t speak up now, 
they may suffer the same fate." 


Although it did not make a public statement on Iqbal’s case, the WCC has 
offered legal advice and financial support, protested to the government of 
Pakistan and expressed its solidarity to victims’ families and to the 
churches. 


Tarek Mitri, who is responsible for Christian-Muslim relations in the WCC 
Office on Interreligious Relations, said defending Christian minority rights 
will be effective only "when we can join forces with Muslim organizations and 
personalities. We have invited them to join us in speaking together on this 
issue, and we are investigating the possibility of a joint interfaith working 
group on the rights of religious minorities." Many human rights groups with 
predominantly Muslim membership (including the Pakistan Human Rights 
Commission) are secular in nature, Mitri noted. 


Mitri pointed out that there are also situations in which Christian minorities 
prefer the WCC to refrain from public statements. Where Christians are 
perceived as representing the West, a WCC statement may seem to confirm such 
perceptions. That has been the case in Egypt, for example, where local 
Christian groups prefer to defend human rights themselves within their 
national context, Mitri said. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Central Committee Resolution on the European Community 


The following “Resolution on the European Community" was adopted by the WCC 
Central Committee at its meeting in Geneva 21-28 August: 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches: 


1. Alerts member churches to the promise and challenge of new moves towards 
greater political, economic and social integration within the European 
Community ; 


2. Recognizes the progress made by the European Community and its institutions 
in redressing imbalances between its regions, in combatting poverty and in 
advancing the social rights of all its peoples. 


3. Affirms the need to speak out boldly and to initiate and maintain dialogue 
with the relevant European institutions on issues of major concern to the 
churches, such as poverty, economic inequities, refugees, migrants and asylum 
seekers, racism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism, environmental issues and 
relationships with other European states and with the two-thirds world; 


4. Draws attention to the presence of the ecumenical institutions in Brussels 
and Strasbourg - the European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society 
(EECCS), the Churches’ Committee for Migrants in Europe (CCME), the European 
Ecumenical Organization for Development (EECOD), the Association of Protestant 
Development Organizations in Europe, and the Ecumenical Forum of European 
Christian Women, and to the resources and expertise they offer to the 
churches. 


5. Notes with appreciation the role played by the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) in alerting its members to issues vital to their common life; 
welcomes the opportunity offered by the forthcoming CEC Assembly in Prague for 
the further examination of concerns relating to the European Community and 
wider Europe; and recommends enhanced cooperation between EECCS, CEC and the 
WCC on matters of concern raised by the ecumenical community on the progress 
towards European unity and its global implications. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Central Committee Resolution on South Africa 


The following “Resolution on South Africa” was adopted by the WCC Central 
Committee at its meeting 21-28 August: 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 


1. condemns the spread of inter-communal violence in South Africa and 
especially the involvement of South African police and other services in 
fomenting and exacerbating it; 


2. expresses its dismay that the government of President de Klerk, having 
earned so much international goodwill, appears unwilling to carry through with 
the reform process; 


3. calls upon the South African government to take urgent steps to implement 
the accords to which it has agreed so that all parties may engage with renewed 
vigour in the negotiations forum in search of a prompt constitutional 
settlement; 


4. reaffirms the internationally acceptable standards for a legitimate, 
democratic, just and sovereign South Africa, contained in the consensus 
Declaration of the United Nations General Assembly of December 1989 and cited 
in the WCC Central Committee Statement on South Africa, Geneva, 1990; [over] 
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5. commends the Secretary-General of the United Nations for having provided 
international monitors and for the regular visits to South Africa by his 
Representative to assess the situation; 


6. welcomes the establishment of the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme in South 
Africa (EMPSA) cosponsored by the South African Council of Churches and the 
South African Catholic Bishops Conference, and reaffirms the role of the World 
Council of Churches as an international coordinator of the programme; and 


7. believes that political developments in South Africa cannot, as yet, be 
considered "irreversible" and, accordingly, urges once again all member 
churches to continue to campaign for economic and financial sanctions until 
such time as an interim government is in place which reflects the full 
participation of all the people of South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.13 
Ecutext: Central Committee Resolution on Somalia 


The following “Resolution on Somalia” was adopted by the WCC Central Committee 
at its meeting 21-28 August: 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 


1. Grieves for the terrible loss of human life in Somalia resulting from 
regional and internal conflict, drought, disintegration of the civilian 
government, and the slow response of the major powers to this evident tragedy; 


2. Condemns the wholesale violation of the fundamental human rights of the 
Somali people to food, shelter and medical care; 


3. Calls for a complete, effective arms embargo on sales and deliveries to all 
parties in Somalia; 


4. Requests the General Secretary 


a. to communicate to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the WCC’s 
appreciation for his consistent efforts to draw international attention to 
this tragedy and to obtain Security Council guarantees for the safe delivery 
of humanitarian assistance to the Somali people, as well as for the dedicated 
efforts of agencies like UNICEF, UNHCR and the World Food Council which have 
sought to assist Somalia under the most trying circumstances; and 


b. to urge the United Nations Security Council to pursue vigorously, in 
cooperation with the Organization for African Unity, all available avenues to 
resolve the conflict in Somalia through peaceful means and to protect the full 
range of human rights of its citizens, including the convening under 
international auspices an all-party conference to negotiate an end to the 
fighting and to restore normal governmental functions; 


5. Expresses appreciation to churches and agencies which have responded to 
appeals to provide emergency assistance to Somalia and urges them to redouble 
their aid efforts now that some avenues have been opened for the delivery of 
assistance; and 


6. Calls upon the churches to keep the Somali people in their prayers. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Central Committee Minute on the Sudan 


The following “Minute on the Sudan" was adopted by the WCC Central Committee 
at its meeting 21-28 August: 


The Central Committee remains deeply concerned about the continuing fighting 
in South, East and West Sudan, especially now about the well-being of the 
children who have fled and are living in precarious circumstances on Kenyan 
territory, of the thousands of civilians trapped in Juba by the fighting, and 
of the displaced persons in and around Khartoum. 


It records its appreciation for the efforts of the churches of the Sudan, the 
All Africa Conference of Churches and of the WCC to attend to the needs of the 
victims and to promote a peaceful settlement; as well as to the Government of 
Nigeria for its peace initiative. 


The Central Committee requests the General Secretary to communicate to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations: 


1. the WCC’s support of the concerns recently addressed to him by the churches 
of southern Sudan, seeking protection for the civilian population of Juba; and 


2. urging the United Nations energetically to promote a cease-fire in Southern 
Sudan and a disengagement of troops, together with the resumption of the Abuja 
negotiations; and 


Reaffirms the importance of the WCC remaining in contact with all parties to 
the conflict through visits and other means in the interest of promoting a 
just and lasting resolution of the conflict. 
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Ecutext: Central Committee Statement on Conflicts in Former Yugoslavia 


The following “Statement on the Conflicts in the Former Yugoslavia” was 
adopted by the WCC Central Committee at its meeting 21-28 August: 


The conflict in the former Yugoslavia is a tragic illustration of the 
inability and apparent unwillingness of the major powers to act as peacemakers 
in an even-handed and disinterested way. The European nations especially have 
been unable so far to deal effectively with the first major violent crisis on 
European soil since the end of the Cold War. Yet the conflict could easily 
escalate further and repeat itself elsewhere in the region where similar 
tensions exist. This lack of political determination has left the way open to 
those currently in power in the former Yugoslavia and to extremist forces on 
all sides to pursue their goals of territorial claims and ethnic cleansing by 
any means, with all the horrors of war, detention camps and people forced into 
exile. 


The Churches engaged in the ecumenical movement also, which have pledged 
themselves on many occasions to work for a new international order based on 
peace with justice, have painfully experienced their weakness and shortcomings 
in relation to this conflict. 


There is widespread ignorance of the causes of the conflict, which are deeply 
rooted in history and particularly in the political developments in the region 
since the beginning of this century, often imposed by outside powers in their 
own self-interest. The media and public opinion tend to reinforce superficial 
and one-sided analyses and judgments. Yet no lasting solution will prevail 
without serious consideration of the aspirations of the peoples of former 
Yugoslavia and their understanding of their own histories. [over] 


yugoslavia/2 


The conflict is fuelled by the international arms trade in the sole interest 
of groups which operate behind the scenes and whose activities are intertwined 
with the economies of the nations, including those involved in seeking a 
political solution. 


The consequences of political non-action could lead to the military 
intervention now being advocated by some. Yet military intervention is not the 
solution. Nor is the present one-sided embargo which is insufficiently 
enforced. What is needed is the political will of the international community 
to oblige all parties to accept a non-violent settlement, accompanied by an 
effective ban on arms supplies enforced by political and economic coercive 
measures applied equally to all parties. 


The escalation of violence in Bosnia-Herzegovina where there is a sizeable 
Muslim population gives rise to the concern of a potential confrontation along 
Islamic and Christian lines, which could have repercussions for religious 
communities in many parts of the world. It is essential that all efforts to 
resolve this conflict through negotiation take account of the perspectives and 
the suffering of all the communities. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches ... 


1. calls on the governments involved in seeking a solution to the conflict in 
former Yugoslavia through the institutions of the European Community, the 
Conference on European Security and Cooperation and the United Nations, and 
currently participating in the international peace conference in London to 
bring to bear on all parties the necessary political pressure to bring them 
immediately to the negotiating table, and to establish and enforce an 
immediate embargo on all arms supplies to all parties; 


2. welcomes the decision of the UN Human Rights Commission to conduct a full 
and independent investigation of the detention camps and the abuse of human 
rights and pledges its full support and assistance; 


3. welcomes the efforts made so far by the Conference of European Churches, 
the Council of Bishops Conferences in Europe and the WCC to bring the Churches 
and the other religious communities in former Yugoslavia together so that they 
might speak and act jointly in favour of an end to violence and for 
reconciliation, and hopes that these efforts which, sadly, have yet to produce 
fruits, will soon be realized; 


4. calls on the Churches of Europe as they will gather in Prague for the CEC 
Assembly on September 1-11 to intensify their efforts and to assist the 
churches in former Yugoslavia in every possible way, and pledges the full 
support of the WCC in this endeavour; 


5. expresses the hope that all churches and ecumenical organizations will be 
guided by a common spirit of commitment in their peacemaking ministry; 


6. is heartened by the instances of cooperation between Christians of 
different churches in former Yugoslavia, and between Christians and Muslims, 
which are signs of hope in this dark hour; 


7. encourages the WCC member churches and all other churches in former 
Yugoslavia to be agents of peace and reconciliation, and urges them to resist 
the use of religion for political purposes and to speak out against all 
violent separation of peoples on the ground of their ethnic identities, and 
whenever possible to act together and jointly with other religious 
communities; 


8. expresses its full support for the humanitarian aid work already being 
undertaken and encourages the WCC, sister ecumenical organisations and the 
churches to increase their efforts, and to assist the churches in former 
Yugoslavia in their diaconal ministry to the victims of the conflict; and 


9. calls upon all Christians and their churches to remain constant in their 
prayers for all the victims of this conflict. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.16 
CEC 10th assembly opens, Yugoslavia on agenda 


The 10th assembly of the Conference of European Churches opened in Prague (2 
September) with a call by CEC general secretary Jean Fischer for the relaunch 
of the ecumenical movement. In his report to the assembly Fischer cautioned 
that the ecumenical movement is experiencing a crisis and that it is becoming 
disintegrated and fragmented. 


"In the tumultuous Europe of today", he said, "the ecumenical movement 
obviously reflects current trends, the assertions of identity strongly 
coloured by religious affiliations. The reality and the activity of this 
ecumenical movement are as diverse and as manifold as localities and contexts. 
He added: "Even if progress can be noted, for example the development of 
Christian church councils in a number of countries, even if on various 
occasions Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant spokesmen have united ina 
joint statement and common witness, even if it is agreed that considerable 
advances have been made thanks to multilateral and bilateral talks, it must 
be admitted that, in spite of all this, the ecumenical movement in the last 
three years or so entered a zone of serious turbulence, that it has slowed 
down appreciably, that it lacks vigour and zeal." 


Among those greeting the participants to the assembly was Slovak Vice Prime- 
Minister Roman Kovac. Since national elections earlier this year, the Czech 
Republic (where Prague is located) and the Slovak Republic have been working 
towards ending their federation and becoming separate countries. Noting the 
important role the church plays, he said that society is like a dry, thirsty 
land without water: the water that was missing was spirituality. He said that 
under the new Slovak constitution, which guarantees freedom of religion, 
churches would be free to appoint their own leaders. 


Outgoing chairman of the CEC Presidium and Executive Committee, Patriarch 
Alexy II of the Russian Orthodox Church told the meeting that Europe is "on 
the brink of new trials" He noted that liberation from the totalitarian 
regimes in the former Communist states did not take the evolutionary and legal 
path but were provoked and accelerated by the pressures of numerous political, 
economic, cultural and national factors not only within states themselves but 
almost from outside; a process closely resembling an explosion. 


He said that the former communist regimes tried to create an illusion of 
solving numerous difficult problems, pushing them aside through violence or 
pretending they did not exist. This, he added, had brought Europe to the 
position where all are witnesses or victims of an explosion of "narrow 
nationalism, national chauvinism and a shameful struggle and confrontation 
between various ethnic and national groups, which lead in many places to armed 
struggle and bloodshed". 


"The sin of fratricide and trampling down the sacred gift of life is a heavy 
burden for many nations of Europe. Its examples are to be found in the 
tragedies of the countries of the former Yugoslavia, in Nagorno-Karabagh, in 
the recent events in Georgia and Moldavia. Since the Second World War Europe 
has not seen such a splash of bloodshed", the Patriarch noted. 


He said in the face of "this situation" he saw an important role to be played 
by the churches, "witnessing ‘with one mouth and one heart’ to the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to people proclaiming high salutary principles of 
Christian ideals. This task cannot be performed individually. Now, the CEC, 
as in its first years of existence, should firmly resist the forces of evil 
and violence". 


On the second day of the assembly (3 September), three hearings on the 
fighting in the former states of Yugoslavia were held. At each of the 
hearings, a Bosnian Muslim, a Roman Catholic Croatian and a Bishop of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church (SOC) sat together to voice their thoughts on the 
Situation in their country. 


A Muslim medical doctor from Sarajevo, Sania Kirnic, recounted the horrors of 
escaping from the advancing Serbian militia. Bishop Irinej of the SOC said a 
nationalist "intoxication" was responsible for the fighting in the former 
Yugoslavia. Father Orsolic, a Roman Catholic priest, said ethnic and national 
characteristics are not the principal components of the identity of human 
beings. "We need, at present, not a national state but a state of democratic 
rights. A national state is an idol that devours its offsprings." [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.17 
Armenia, Azerbaijan sign protocol, WCC called to assist 


The Armenian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has written to WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro informing him of a protocol which has been signed between the 
governments of Armenia and Azerbaijan. The protocol will allow for the 
resumption of rail communications between the two countries and the supply of 
energy to some border areas of the two republics. 


Dated 28 August and signed by Armenian Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Arman Navasardian, the letter said "by signing this protocol, the two sides 
assumed responsibility for the safety of workers called upon to restore rail 
and electricity lines and ‘to undertake all measures to assure the cessation 
of military activities in the border areas and create propitious conditions 
for railworkers, agricultural labourers and workers involved in other sectors 
of the economy’". 


Armenia and Azerbaijan have been battling each other over the territory of 
Nagorno-Karabagh, an enclave within the territory of Azerbaijan. Eighty per 
cent of the enclave’s 188 000 inhabitants are Armenian. The territory was 
separated from Armenia with a strip of land and granted to Azerbaijan in 1921. 


In January of 1989, the then-Soviet authorities placed the territory under a 
Special Administrative Committee under the authority of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, ending 68 years of Azerbaijan administration of the enclave. 


In November of the same year, under pressure from Azerbaijan, the Special 
Administration Committee was dismissed and Nagorno-Karabagh returned to 
Azerbaijani administration. 


The following month, Armenians in and around Nagorno-Karabagh unilaterally 
declared their enclave united with neighbouring Armenia. Since then, a state 
of war has existed between Armenians and Azeris in and around Nagorno- 
Karabagh. 


In the letter to Castro, the Armenian minister said while the agreement does 
not cover all areas of the conflict "in our region", it does set deadlines and 
some mechanisms for the implementation of the agreed upon points. "It reflects 
our continuing search for avenues to decrease tensions in our region and 
resolve conflicts through peaceful negotiations", the letter added. 


The WCC has been calling for a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Nagorno- 
Karabagh for many years. At the beginning of this year (EPS 92.02.30), WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro and his counterpart, Jean Fischer of the 
European Conference of Churches wrote to United Nations secretary general 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali urging him to help find a solution to the Nagorno- 
Karabagh conflict. 


The 5-February letter said the two leaders were profoundly concerned about the 
continuing violent and dangerous situation in the region surrounding Nagorno- 
Karabagh "and the likelihood of an escalation of the conflict" there. 


An ecumenical team assembled by the WCC which visited Armenia in June 1991 
(EPS 91.07.23) reported gross human rights violations which included killings 
of villagers, systematic use of torture, widespread looting and destruction 
of property, and forced removals. The team made an urgent appeal to the 
international community to take steps to ensure the protection of the human 
rights of the Armenian people. 


The present letter to Castro says that the new agreement represents a major 
breakthrough for both sides and can constitute an important confidence 
building measure. 


"Armenia is concerned, nonetheless, that there may arise obstacles to the 
actual implementation of the agreement", the letter added, but expressed the 
hope that "with the support of the international community and despite some 
evidence to the contrary, the agreement will be respected and eventually 
expanded to cover all areas of the conflict and all parties to it". 


The letter concluded that the Armenian government will appreciate any 
assistance "your organization" could provide in implementing the agreement. 
fEPS] 
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EPS 92.09.18 
United Church of Canada general council meets, acts on issues 


Over 400 commissioners of the United Church of Canada gathered for the 
church’s 34th General Council in Fredericton, New Brunswick, 14-22 August. 
Unlike the last two such gatherings, the ordination of homosexuals was not an 
item on the meeting’s agenda, writes Bob Bettson of the United Church 
Observer. 


But the council did adopt a compromise to avoid further polarization in 
dealing with the controversial issue of blessing same-sex relationships. 
Responding to petitions from congregations, the church agreed to leave the 
responsibility with individual congregations rather than taking a position as 
a national church. 


The petitions had asked the church to endorse the blessing of same-sex 
relationships and to help prepare liturgical resources. After impassioned 
arguments on both sides, the commissioners agreed instead to declare that the 
church is "not of one mind on the validity of same gender covenants" and 
"needs time for discernment as it considers the implications of same-gender 
covenant relationships". The vote on the compromise package was 290 to 77, but 
even the compromise didn’t satisfy everyone. Adele Tucker, a lay commissioner 
said: "I feel a concern for the church of the future that young people will 
look at this and say ‘we don’t need marriage anymore, we can come together 
in whatever union we feel like, be it same gender or otherwise and the church 
will bless it’". 


Sally Boyle, a president-elect of the Saskatchewan Conference, one of the 
church’s 13 conferences, said she has been in a same-sex relationship for 
seven years. "I did not come to this Council seeking blessing. And I did not 
come seeking your sanction. I came to this Council seeking your 
acknowledgement of my relationship; the acknowledgement that I have a partner 
and that that relationship as we see it feels blessed - that we feel blessed 
Urn ct 


The same-sex relations issue was only one of a number of issues dealt with at 
the bi-annual General Council, a change from the past two Councils whose 
agendas were so dominated by the debate over the ordination of homosexual 
candidates for ministry. Commissioners also adopted a compromise solution to 
a dispute over the wording of a key report on the authority and interpretation 
of scripture. The initial report called the Bible "a foundational authority 
for the Christian life". Theological conversations in the church wanted it to 
be reworded as "the foundational authority". Instead the council agreed to 
drop the "a" and call the Bible simply foundational authority. 


With that change the Council adopted the report, which has been seven years 
in the making and includes three standards of evaluation, six convictions and 
five insights to help guide the church in its understanding of the Bible and 
its implications for its life and work. 


The Council also adopted comprehensive guidelines for dealing with sexual 
harassment in the church. Admitting that sexual abuse is a widespread 
phenomenon in the church among the male clergy, the council agreed to give 
priority to both training and education programmes to prevent sexual abuse, 
and development of a code of ethics for ministers. It adopted a new set of 
procedures for dealing with complaints of sexual harassment. One of the last 
major acts of the council was the installation of Stan MacKay, 50, as 
moderator, the church’s top elected post (EPS 92.08.96). MacKay, a Cree 
Indian, is the first Native person to be elected moderator of the United 
Church of Canada. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.19 
Ghana: Christianity a fad among youth in Accra? 


The Reformed Ecumenical Council publication, News Exchange, reports in its 
August issue that Christian leaders in the Ghanaian capital of Accra are 
concerned that Christian music is becoming too popular and has become a fad 
among the city’s youth. Richard Crabbe, general manager of the Africa 
Christian Press based in Accra, said Christianity "has become fashionable. You 
Cannot be sure how genuine it is." [EPS] 
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US church leaders visit North, South Korea, urge reunification 


Church leaders from the United States who recently returned from visits to 
North and South Korea have pledged to press their government to tear down the 
Cold War barriers along the 38th parallel in Korea. The church leaders are 
also calling for the US and the Democratic Peoples’ Republic of [North] Korea 
(DPRK) to establish diplomatic relations. 


The 16-person delegation, sponsored by the (US) National Council of Churches, 
spent two weeks conferring with church and government officials in the two 
Koreas. While in the DPRK, the delegation held extensive discussions with 
President Kim Il Sung. 


The delegation reported that religious leaders in both parts of Korea agreed 
to work towards reunification by August 1995 - the 50th anniversary of the end 
of Japanese occupation and of the decision by World War II allies to divide 
the peninsula. President of the NCC and head of the delegation, Syngman Rhee, 
said that "with the end of the Cold War there is no reason for the continued 
division of Korea. Our task is to be agents of the reconciliation". Rhee, now 
on the staff of the Presbyterian Church (USA), fled (North) Korea in 1950 and 
subsequently emigrated to the US. 


NCC general secretary Joan Brown Campbell told 175 persons attending the 
reunification conference in the (South) Korean capital of Seoul that the NCC 
is committed to assisting in the reunification goal. She said "as Christians 
we do not work for racial equality, or reunification, or for equality of the 
sexes because it is politically correct, but because in the search for unity 
we work to bring down walls ...". 


In a communiqué at the end of the visit, the church leaders "recognized that 
substantive progress" had recently been made in talks between the two Koreas. 
They also called attention to the fact that the two governments had signed an 
Agreement on Reconciliation, Non-Aggression, and Cooperation and Exchanges, 
in December 1991 and a Joint Declaration for a Denuclearized Korean Peninsula 
in February 1992. 


On the basis of those steps, the communiqué said, the time has come for the 
armistice agreement between the DPRK and the USA to be replaced by a peace 
treaty leading to the complete withdrawal of US troops. There are an estimated 
40 000 US troops in South Korea. 


The communiqué also urged the release of "all persons imprisoned for 
participation in the reunification movement". 


In January this year (EPS 92.01.57), a-two-person delegation comprising an 
official each from the National Council of Churches in [South]} Korea and the 
World Council of Churches visited North Korea. It was the first visit to North 
Korea by a South Korean church leader. 


NCCK general secretary Kwo Ho Kyung, and Park Kyung-Seo, secretary for Asia 
in the WCC’s Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, visited Pyongyang (7-13 
January) at the invitation of the Korea Christian Federation of the DPRK. They 
discussed issues of concern to Christians in both part of the divided country, 
including concrete plans to follow up together the recommendations of a WCC- 
organized meeting of North and South Korean Christians in Glion, Switzerland, 
in 1990. [EPS] 


| EPS 92.09.21 
Officials of Christian body against drug, alcohol abuse visit WCC 


Officials of the International Christian Fellowship (ICF) for the Prevention 
of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction recently paid a visit to the Geneva 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches and held discussions with 
officials of the ecumenical body. 


The ICF, with members from 35 churches and church-related organizations in all 
the continents, carries out programmes to encourage churches and religious 
groups to feature alcohol and drug addiction issues on their agenda. The 
officials met, among others, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro and World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches General Secretary Milan Opocensky. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.22 
Southern African Anglicans vote to ordain women priests 


Meeting near Mbabane, Swaziland, in mid-August, the synod of the [Anglican] 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa decided to allow the ordination of 
women as priests. The vote for the measure was 21-6 among bishops, 70-25 among 
clergy and 75-14 among laity. 


The 79 per cent approval was well above the required two-thirds majority and 
substantially higher than the 61 per cent vote in favour in 1989, when the 
question was last put to the synod. 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a supporter of women’s ordination, won high praise 
for his conduct of the debate which he interrupted twice to lead the meeting 
in singing and prayer. 


He noted after the vote was announced that no bishop would be compelled to 
ordain women. On the day after the debate, the synod unanimously approved a 
resolution assuring those opposed to ordaining women as priests "that there 
is a cherished place for them" in the church. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.23 
USA: differences between ministers and parishioners exaggerated? 


US pastors tend to exaggerate the difference between themselves and their 
members and to underestimate support in their congregation for social 
ministries. 


That is one of the findings reported in an article in the recently published 
Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches for 1992. 


From a survey in the mid-western states of Illinois and Indiana, Carl Dudley 
and Thomas Van Eck, conclude that a congregation’s attitude towards community 
involvement is not only affected by theology, but also by its size and 
location, self-image and denominational affiliation. 


Small congregations are "much more supportive of the view that the church 
should work for justice", the researchers say. Overall, church members seem 
to prefer "ministries of care and service" to "seeking changes in the system". 
Only one-fourth of the respondents said they favour church involvement in 
justice ministries. 


The 320-page encyclopaedia, which provides information about 219 Christian 
churches, Jewish organizations and Muslim groups in North America, reports 
that total contributions to nine US denominations which regularly provide 
statistics rose by 4.5 per cent from 1989 to 1990. However, it notes, the 
consumer price index in the same period rose by 5.4 per cent. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.24 
Contribution of Christians to Thai democratic reforms noted 


The impact of Christians on the recent movement for democracy in Thailand has 
been "far greater than their numbers", according to a July report from the 
Christian Coordinating Group for Democracy (CCGDT). 


CCGDT was formed in May to work with other democracy groups in the country. 
It took an active role in demonstrations in major cities calling for the 
resignation of Prime Minister General Suchinda Khraprayoon and constitutional 
reform to end the role of the military in Thai politics. 


In Bangkok, at least 20 of the 4000 protesters jailed and two of the 54 killed 
were Christians; and Christian doctors were in the forefront of those caring 
for the wounded, CCGDT says. A major long-term CCGDT objective has been to 
educate rural churches for democracy by providing alternative news sources not 
under military censorship. 


In the two months since the demonstrations the group has made presentations 
in about 50 churches, as well as in schools and hospitals. [over] 


thailand/2 


When three national Christian periodicals agreed to publish a series of 
articles about democratic participation it marked the first time they have 
worked together ecumenically. 


Meeting in July in Chiang Mai, CCGDT sketched out a two- to five-year plan for 
promoting democracy. A major focus is opposition to vote-buying. Though CCGDT 
is itself non-partisan, members agreed to become active members of political 
parties in their own villages and regions. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.25 
Philippines: Catholics oppose plans to reduce population growth 


The French Catholic news service Eglises d’Asie says Roman Catholic 
authorities in the Philippines are reacting strongly against President Fidel 
Ramos’s plans to reduce population growth in the country. 


A six-year plan proposed by the government of the country’s first Protestant 
president emphasizes education and easily available and inexpensive 
contraceptives, while leaving couples free to decide about family size. 


According to the government, the population of the Philippines, where the 
average couple has 4.8 children, is growing more than twice as fast as 
agricultural production. Some Catholic leaders contest the need for the 
programme, arguing that the government is exaggerating the birth rate. 


The former president of the bishops conference, Leonardo Legaspi, says that 
although demographers in 1983 projected a population of 62.4 million by 1990 
the actual figure was 60.5 million. Legaspi charged the government with 
acting under pressure from international lending organizations. 


For its part, the Catholic Church is accelerating its campaign against 
contraception. 


A report in the Hong Kong-based Catholic weekly Asia Focus says a 1991 survey 
showed that many Filipino Catholics are unaware of - or disregard - the 
Church’s teaching on birth control. 


Leaders of the independent Iglesia ni Cristo and the United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines expressed public support for the Ramos plan, though both 
indicated opposition to abortion as a’ means of birth control. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.26 
Israel: religious leaders write pope over Israeli-Vatican pact 


Several religious leaders in Jerusalem have written to Pope John Paul II 
following the 29 July announcement that the Vatican and Israel were creating 
a permanent bilateral working group. 


The signers include Latin patriarch Michel Sabbah, grand mufti Saed al-Din 
al’‘Alami Ibrahim Shaaban, Melkite Catholic patriarchal vicar Lutfi Laham and 
Anglican bishop Samir Kafity. 


Laham told the Swiss Catholic news agency APIC that the signers were not 
objecting to the formation of the working group as such. But, he said, Arab 
and international public opinion should be reassured that the Vatican step 
would not be to the detriment of the Palestinians or the status of the holy 
places in Jerusalem. 


For many years, he noted, the Vatican has taken very clear positions vis-a-vis 
the cause of the Palestinian Arabs and on Jerusalem. Laham expressed 
satisfaction that before deciding to form the bilateral group the Vatican had 
sent a delegation to the local churches in Jerusalem. 


Some of the signers of the letter are members of a Muslim-Christian committee 
formed to follow closely the discussion between Israel and the Vatican. "We 
are in favour of anything that can aid in the rapprochement between peoples", 
Laham said. 


He described himself as "realistic but also optimistic" about the future of 
peace negotiations in the region. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.09.27 
Latin American bishops reaffirm option for the poor 


Working documents for the fourth Conference of Latin American [Roman Catholic] 
Bishops (CELAM IV), to be held in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) in 
October, reaffirm a preferential option for the poor as a spiritual and 
structural criterion for the church’s life and mission, and see liberation 
theology as "an authentic theory and praxis" through which Catholic social 
teaching may be developed. 


Coming in for sharp criticism are the neo-liberal economic model and 
administrative corruption which contribute to the extreme poverty that 
deprives millions of people throughout Latin America of human dignity. The 
documents, based on reports furnished by 23 national bishops conferences, 
lament the "fragility" of Latin American democracies, the lack of ideas among 
political parties and the ineffectiveness of civil authorities. 


According to Latinamerica Press, the documents also contain a self-critical 
note, underlining the lack of a prophetic dimension and evidence of "a new 
ecclesial conservatism and hierarchical centralism" in the Latin American 
Catholic Church since the Second Vatican Council. 


Observers say the question of "new evangelization" is certain to come up as 
the conference deals with the social situation on a continent where more and 
more people are leaving the institutional church for independent religious 
movements in the hope of finding spiritual comfort in the face of growing 
difficulties of daily life. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.28 
Ghana: African pastoral body meets, elects new leadership 


The second congress of the African Association for Pastoral Studies and 
Counselling was held in the Ghanaian capital Accra (26-31 July). The meeting, 
which was attended by participants from Nigeria, Namibia, Uganda, United 
States, Ghana, Zaire and Hong Kong, met under the theme Reconciliation in 
Pastoral Counselling in Africa. In a a keynote address to the meeting, 
Ghanaian Methodist theologian Emmanuel Lartey called for care and creativity 
"in the lengthy and costly business of reconciliation”. He drew the 
participants’ attention to the social, political and economic context in which 
pastoral care takes place in Africa today and urged members of the association 
to continually seek culturally relevant and contextually appropriate 
approaches for pastoral care. At the end of the meeting, the association 
elected Wilhelmina Kalu of Nigeria as its president and Kasonga wa Kasonga of 
Zaire as vice president. C. K. Konadu of Ghana was elected secretary, Jan de 
Jongh van Arkel of South Africa as editor and Emmanuel Lartey as treasurer. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.09.29 
France: fourth Euro-Pacific solidarity seminar coming 


The fourth European-Pacific solidarity seminar will be held (16-18 October) 
in Strasbourg, France, according to a statement from the European-Pacific 
Solidarity network. The World Council of Churches is a facilitator of the 
network which comprises representatives from Church-related organizations, 
justice and peace bodies and other non-governmental organizations from seven 
European countries who meet annually to address the concerns of the Pacific 
region such as nuclear testing by super powers. The aim of the seminar is to 
exchange information on developments in the Pacific and other Pacific-related 
activities in Europe. Topics to be discussed include the Pacific after UNCED, 
social-economic alternatives for the military presence in French-Polynesia, 
climatic change and conflicts in the Pacific region. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.30 
Japan: Kyodan reaffirms continued links with Taiwanese church 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has said its relations with the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan will not be affected by the changed political 
relations between Taiwan and South Korea. 


China and South Korea recently announced resumption of diplomatic relations. 
Taiwan, China’s main rival, responded by saying it would cut links with Seoul. 
Both Taiwan and China claim to be the legitimate government of all China. 
China has in the past refused diplomatic links with countries that have such 
relations with Taiwan. 


In a letter addressed "to the world community of Christian churches and the 
human family" dated 26 August, the Kyodan said that in 1985 it re-established 
cooperative relations with the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan and that "before God and humanity alike", the Kyodan confessed to the 
mistakes it perpetrated in Taiwan during the period of Japan’s occupation of 
that land. 


"At the present time, the United Church of Christ in Japan wishes to reiterate 
to the nations and peoples involved that it will continue to strengthen and 
deepen all forms of mutuality in mission with the said church. By continuing 
our mutuality in mission we serve together one Lord and share in the same joy 
and suffering of that mission in our diverse locations", the letter said. 


Signed by Tsuji Nobumichi, the Kyodan’s moderator, the letter added that there 
will be no change in the cooperative relations with the Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan regardless of the new political developments. The letter urged the 
Presbyterian Church in South Korea and the Presbyterian Church in the Peoples 
Republic of (North) Korea "to recognize the world class status of the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan" and that through this "cooperative 
relationships and fellowship will be greatly encouraged". [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.31 
Canadian churches urge use of force if needed in former Yugoslavia 


In a letter to Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney dated 26 August, 
Canadian church leaders urged use of force, if necessary, to make sure 
humanitarian aid can reach millions of people suffering in the former 
Yugoslavia. 


The church leaders condemned the "unrestrained violence and unspeakable 
atrocities" committed by warring factions in Bosnia, where Serbs are engaged 
in a campaign of "ethnic cleansing" against Muslims and Croats. "As leaders 
of Christian communities in Canada we are chastened by the extent to which 
religion is a vehicle for mistrust and hatred in the conflict". 


Douglas Ducharme of the Canadian Council of Churches said the church leaders 
debated the moral dilemma of whether force should be used to ensure success 
of relief and peacekeeping efforts. "The idea of killing people to help other 
people was offensive to some churches", he said. 


The church leaders praised Canada’s aid and peacekeeping efforts, while urging 
the government to step up relief efforts. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.32 
British, Irish churches support drought appeal on Africa 


The presidents of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland (CCBI) have 
supported an appeal being made for Africa in Crisis by the Disaster Emergency 
Committee, a body grouping some relief and aid agencies in Britain including 
Christian Aid and CAFOD. In a statement signed (28 August) by Olu Abiola 
(Council of Afro-Caribbean Churches), Christine Davis (Religious Society of 
Friends), John Habgood (Church of England), Cardinal Basil Hume (Roman 
Catholic Church of England and Wales), John Neill (Church of Ireland) and 
Dafydd Owen (Presbyterian Church of Wales) the CCBI presidents supported the 
appeal and urged member churches, "as part of an extended family with the 
people of Africa, to give generously to these agencies". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.33 
WCC aids US hurricane victims 


The World Council of Churches Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service - has 
channelled US$ 10 000 from the ecumenical community to victims of the 
hurricane (Andrew) which devastated areas of the United States and the 
Bahamas. The money will support the Disaster Response Actions of Church 
World Service and Witness, a relief and aid arm of the (US) National Council 
of Churches. Messages of concern and support for victims have also been 
conveyed. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.34 
Belgium: EECCS general assembly held, new executive elected 


The annual general assembly of the Brussels-based European Commission for 
Church and Society (EECCS) met in Strasbourg at the end of June and brought 
together 75 participants including representatives of 13 of its 15 member 
churches and councils of churches, guests and observers. The meeting which 
met under the theme The Contribution of the Churches to Public Life ina 
Changing Europe, discussed among other topics, the institutionalized 


relationship between EECCS and the Conference of European Churches. The 
meeting elected a new executive committee to serve for three years from 
January 1993. Ploni Robbers-van Berkel, a representative of the Ecumenical 


Council of Churches in the Netherlands was elected president of EECCS. 
Jacques Stewart, president of the French Protestant Federation was elected 
vice president and Adolf Truber of the Swiss Protestant Federation was elected 
treasurer. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.35 
Philippines: seminar on theology and culture held 


Thirty-five participants from theological seminaries, study centres and Bible 
schools from 12 Asian countries participated in a seminar titled Doing 
Theology with Religious Customs and Festivals in Asia in Manila, the 
Philippines (29 June-11 July). The seminar concluded a series of annual 
workshops on theology and culture which began in 1983. The participants met 
in small groups and also engaged in individual writing and research on Asian 
resources and library development, teaching Asian theologies and women in 
theology. The seminar was hosted by the St Andrews Theological Seminary, the 
Philippine Episcopal Church and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.09.36 
Vatican, Bosnia-Herzegovina establish diplomatic relations 


The Vatican press office announced 20 August that the Holy See and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina are to establish diplomatic relations. A statement from the 
Vatican said "the representative of the Holy See at the government and 
Catholic community in Bosnia-Herzegovina might help to put an end to the 
present tragedy and to the establishment of a lasting peace for the entire 
population". [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.37 
Church leader cautions against effects of aggressive capitalism 


A church leader has warned of the effects of “unrestrained aggressive 
capitalism". Milan Opocensky, general secretary of the Geneva-based World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, said in his report to the WARC executive 
committee which met in Wellington, New Zealand (29 July-7 August) that bad 
experiences of the past have shaken faith in unlimited economic growth and 
never-ending progress. If economic growth became absolute, he said, there 
would be "inhuman consequences". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.38 
Sudan expels missionary - sixth in two months 


The Sudanese government expelled a Jesuit missionary at the end of August. No 
explanation was given for the action. Father Richard Cherry was declared 
persona non grata and given seven days to leave. He is the sixth missionary 
to be expelled from the Sudan in the past two months. Another missionary, 
Father William Knipe of the Maryknoll Fathers has been confined to the capital 
city of Khartoum for sixteen weeks waiting for his case to be heard before a 
state security council. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.39 
RC synod on Africa not African enough, says Zairean theologian 


A Zairean theologian, Marcel Tshimalenga Ntumba, has said that the special 
assembly of the Synod of Bishops on Africa no longer arouses enthusiasm. The 
Tablet, a London Roman Catholic weekly, quotes Ntumba as saying in an 
interview with Kathpress of Vienna, Austria, that what African [Roman 
Catholic] bishops had wanted was an African Synod, but what they were going 
to get was a horse of a very different colour, a Roman Synod on Africa. The 
date and venue of the Synod have yet to be announced. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.40 
Peru: indigenous church leader killed in attack 


A leading member of the Quechua church in Peru was killed by left-wing 
terrorists, 6 September. Three other family members were also killed. Romulo 
Saune, 39, was returing to Ayacucho from a visit with believers in the remote 
Quechua village of Chakiqpampa when his vehicle was atacked by the fighters 
of the Shining Path group. In June, Saune won the World Evangelical 
Fellowship’s Religious Freedom Award. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.41 
Peru: church body condemns violence 


The National Evangelical Council of Peru (CONEP) said recently that the grave 
crisis affecting all sectors of national life in Peru can only be confronted 
with a united front and putting aside all special interests, according to a 
report from Latin American Ecumenical News. In a statement, CONEP said in a 
statement that the wave of death and violence in Peru was a major concern to 
the Protestant churches and implored the Peruvian government to put aside its 
arrogance and authoritarianism. "To rule with justice and honesty is to 
provide the future of all Peruvians with the best and adequate means of 
living", the statement said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.42 
Caribbean Conference of Churches appoints general secretary 


The Continuation Committee of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) has 
appointed Edward Cumberbatch as general secretary for a three year period. 
Cumberbatch, along with three other senior officers of the ecumenical body, 
were appointed on an interim basis for 18 months (EPS 92.04.09) in March this 
year. He succeeds Allan Kirton who announced his departure at the CCC assembly 
in Port of Spain, Trinidad, last September. Founded in 1973, the CCC includes 
churches from the Caribbean islands, the Central American countries of Belize, 
Costa Rica and Panama, and the South American countries of Guyana and 
Suriname. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.43 
New Zealand: Christians opposed to Muslim way of killing sheep 


A group of Christians in Mosgiel, New Zealand, has launched a campaign to 
oppose the Muslim halal method of killing sheep. A report appearing in the 3 
September issue of the Auckland-based Weekly Challenge newspaper says the 
group, the Abraham Company is opposed to the way in which 75 per cent of New 
Zealand sheep are killed by Muslim slaughtermen while praying the Islamic 
words “Allah is great". Newton Will, the group’s leader, said "offering sheep 
and lambs to a foreign god" has invited a principality into New Zealand. He — 
blamed this for the problems the meat industry there has been facing. Only 20 
per cent of all New Zealand meat is exported to Muslim countries. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.44 
Ecuview: Reconciliation and Interfaith Dialogue (wesley ariarajah) 


[This item appeared in the Summer 1992 issue of Reconciliation International. 
It has been abridged for EPS. Ariarajah is executive secretary for 
interreligious relations in the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


As I lecture about interreligious dialogue for the World Council of Churches, 
I have come to expect two kinds of questions from those who have reservations 
about interfaith dialogue. The first is Biblical. Someone will say, "But 
Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father 
except through me’. In this context, is not dialogue a betrayal of Christian 
witness?" 


The second question is intended to be even more damaging: "What about Lebanon, 
Nigeria, and the Punjab? Have you been able to do anything about these 
situations through your interfaith dialogue?" The implication being that 
dialogue is some kind of elitist activity with little relevance. This second 
question comes from supporters and from all who worry that dialogue has not 
been effectively applied to conflict situations. "What is the role of 
interfaith dialogue in our efforts at reconciliation?", they ask, dismayed at 
the little success it has had in the past. 


In fact, interfaith dialogue has been able to do very little about these 
conflicts, and cannot hope to do much. Such an admission is not theoretical. 
It comes from the practical experience of being able to do very little with 
communities which are already in conflict. 


Soon after the 1978 riots, a group of us based in Colombo (Sri Lanka) - 
Buddhist and Christian clergy, along with leaders from the Hindu and Muslim 
communities - attempted a mission of reconciliation. We had the help of a 
leading cinema actor. He drew the crowds so that we could speak to the 
people about the need for reconciliation. What struck me most was that at 
all the meetings there wasn’t a single person against reconciliation. 
Sinhalese and Tamils were shocked and ashamed at what had happened. They 
blamed the riots on a small section of society. Yet, we were all aware of 
some corporate responsibility, and that this small section could never have 
inflicted so much suffering, but for the fact that the alienation between the 
two communities was at a point where a single match could send the whole 
nation ablaze. 


I was reminded of a report written by Professor Masao Takanaka of Japan, after 
a WCC pastoral visit to what was then Ceylon after the 1958 ethnic riots. 
He wrote that in Sri Lanka, individual Tamils and Sinhalese had little against 
one another. In fact, deep friendships existed between some people and there 
were many mixed marriages. But, he continued, as two communities, there 
existed among Tamils and Sinhalese deep suspicion, mutual mistrust and even 
enmity that cannot easily be overcome. 


In most of the conflict situations where religion has a role to play, we deal 
with situations that primarily relate to the common corporate consciousness 
of people. These are situations where there is a complex web of historical, 
social and religious factors at work that bring about a social psyche which 
is difficult to grasp, and hard to deal with. They are fed by historical 
enmities and collective memory and are based on social and religious 
formations as communities, which are often expressed and defined against other 
communities. 


Reconciliation can be applied at different levels. There is a level of a 
search for reconciliation, where one seeks to find a mutually-acceptable basis 
to bring about the end of a specific conflict or disharmony. Experience 
shows that an appeal to religious sentiments has little effect in this effort. 
This belongs to the area of peaceful methods of resolving conflicts and is an 
area of expertise of its own. Even though expressions of solidarity across 
the communities, through dialogue, help the process, the resolution of 
conflict itself requires special efforts which go behond dialogue. 


Unfortunately, joint statements by religious leaders for calm and harmony 
which appeal to the noble aspects of their religious teachings, as well 

intended and important as they are symbolically, have often not been effective 
and sometimes appear rather pathetic. [over] 


interfaith/2 


While not belittling the importance of any effort which is a sign of 
solidarity between communities in conflict, the gathering of religious leaders 
to make appeals only during conflict situations appears to be rather 
hypocritical and self-serving. At that moment, they do not appear to be 
consistent with, but rather at odds with, the main trends of social formation 
that had been promoted by each of the religious communities in conflict. 


For the same reason, individuals getting together for dialogue when their 
communities are in conflict also face difficulties. While their willingness 
to cut across boundaries of groups in conflict in itself has had great value 
and importance, it has had little or no effect on the larger issue of 
reconciliation. For, once conflict has begun, solidarity across the 
boundaries is seen by others as betrayal. It is, of course, important to get 
interreligious groups of people into conversation and to encourage mutual 
respect and understanding. But the task of reconciling communities in 
conflict needs to take into account, as a matter of greater importance, the 
long-term relationships of groups that have grown up in spiritual isolation. 


A deeper level of reconciliation deals with the social and religious formation 
of the communities as a whole. It seeks to bring about healing and 
wholeness. It attempts to break down barriers, erected through centuries, 
through collective awareness. This is a much more difficult task. It cannot 
expect immediate results. It needs perseverance, hope and faith, and those 
who attempt to achieve it may not see the results in their own lifetime. Bp B 
is in this area that interfaith dialogue has something significant to offer. 


Some of the issues involved at this level are: 


(1) The problem of identity and relationship. Whatever other functions 
religion has in the life of individuals and communities, one important role 
of religion is to provide people with a corporate identity. 


Identity is very important to all human beings. It gives a sense of security 
and belonging. By providing a value system and by enabling people to 
celebrate that value - for example, through worship, liturgy, festivals, 
religious observances, etc. - religion sustains people in a community. Lack 
of identity and a sense of community can lead people to neurotic behaviour, 
which is at the heart of some of today’s social evils. 


Identity and its formation are important to individuals and groups. But the 
forming of individual and community identity can, and unfortunately often 
does, take place in isolation from’all other communities. Where negative 
historical collective memory is strong, communal identities can take place in 
opposition to other communities. In the case of religious groups it can take 
place in such a way that the other religious groups are seen as rival or even 
hostile communities. Often, this is not done consciously. I believe such 
a social and religious formation is at the heart of most conflicts that have 
religious roots or components to them. 


True reconciliation between communities that have historically seen each other 
as mutually exclusive can take place only if there is a new experience of the 
other community. This experience can never come about during conflict. N= 
can happen only through encountering groups of people and their mutual 
discovery that they, together, belong to a larger community. 


Interfaith dialogue is an attempt to help communities discover each other in 
a new way. It is based on the assumption that it is not only important for 
me to know the other, but that I need the other to truly know myself. Te. ae 
an attempt to create a common and inclusive "we". It has to do with healing. 
All reconciliation begins with healing. Healing is a slow and natural 
process. Interfaith dialogue provides the circumstances in which 
reconciliation comes about through the development of identity-in- 
relationship. 


(2) Reconciliation and the attitude to plurality. At the heart of all 
reconciliation is also the question of our attitude to plurality. The appeal 
of religious leaders for tolerance and harmony during conflict situations 
lacks credibility, because in their daily lives their attitude towards 


plurality remains ambiguous. The way some religions and ethnic groups have 
defined themselves, and the kind of attitude they promote towards other 
religions, clearly militate against plurality. Even some of the so-called 


tolerant religions, while respecting plurality as a reality, tend to 
implicitly claim absolute or final validity to their own paths. ... [EPS] 
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Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
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The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


* Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

* Life, Education and Mission (Unit II) 

* Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 
* Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is now 31 December 1992. 
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EPS 92.09.46 
WCC shocked by Ciskei massacre, writes to de Klerk, Chikane 


The World Council of Churches has reacted "with shock" to the killing of 28 
unarmed African National Congress demonstrators and the wounding of over 200 
others in the South African homeland of Ciskei (7 September). 


Supporters of the ANC and its allies marched on the homeland to pressure the 
government of Brigadier Oupa Ggozo to relinquish power seized in a 4 March 
1990 bloodless military coup which ousted Lennox Sebe. As it approached the 
homeland’s capital of Bisho, Ciskean soldiers opened fire on the estimated 
60 O00 crowd. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro left for South Africa (16 September) to 
preach at the funeral of some of those killed in the shooting incident. 


Ciskei, which is located in the eastern Cape Province, has a Xhosa-speaking 
population of about one million and is one of 10 nominally-independent 
homelands set up by the South African government under its former policy of 
racial separation (apartheid). The others are Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, 
Lebowa, Qwaqwa, KwaZulu, KaNgwane, KwaNdebele and Gazankulu. 


In a 9-September letter addressed to South African President F.W. de Klerk, 
Castro said the WCC and the entire ecumenical family was outraged at the event 
"not only because of the disregard of human life which has once again led to 
the spilling of blood and the suffering of innocent people, but also because 
of the further blow this has dealt to the fragile process of resolving the 
problems facing South Africa". 


Castro recalled his conversation with de Klerk during his twelve-day official 
visit to South Africa in October last year (EPS 91.10.34). At that time, he 
noted, there was a great deal of hope about the future of South Africa. "We 
sensed that you had a vision for the peaceful resolution of the deep-seated 
problems which have troubled your country and that you were determined to 
pursue the process of change with persistence and integrity", he wrote. 


He said the past year has produced some encouraging steps taken by the 
government towards resolving the impasse but noted that the continuing 
violence, “and especially the brutal massacre in Ciskei this week and the 
earlier one in Boipatong (EPS 92.06.45), has increased our sense of alarm that 
whatever has been gained is rapidly being lost. 


"It is our judgement that the situation has deteriorated so rapidly and 
gravely that radical action is required of all political forces who have a 
part to play in the future of South Africa. Above all, responsibility for 
undertaking such fresh action falls upon your government". The letter added: 
"We urge you to demonstrate once more the leadership and vision which your 
statements in 1990 showed - not only for the sake of the people of South 
Africa but for the peace of the world as a whole". 


Castro referred to the recent WCC Central Committee statement on South Africa 
(EPS 92.09.12) at its 44th meeting in Geneva (21-28 August), in which it 
recognized that the State President holds the key to the resumption of the 
peace talks which broke down in June. The letter "underlined" the importance 
of) people’s ‘right’ "in ‘a “democratic “system” ‘to ‘peaceful’ protest’ -* and 
demonstration. "People have the inalienable right to be protected against 
unjust harm, violence and death. No authority can justify murder by armed 
forces", the letter said. 


Castro welcomed South African government support for the efforts of the United 
Nations and other intergovernmental organizations to provide monitors of the 
ongoing violence there. "The World Council of Churches is cooperating with the 
nongovernmental community worldwide and the ecumenical family in particular 
to support a modest monitoring programme in South Africa with the active 
participation of the churches there", the letter concluded. In a letter to 
South African Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane, Castro 
expressed "deep sadness" and said the WCC shares "a deep foreboding" about the 
future of the country. "When violence is so endemic", the letter said, "one 
fears for the future of South Africa and what that does to the people of the 
country". Added the letter: "Please accept our prayers on behalf of the people 
of South Africa. It is at moments like these that the ecumenical fellowship 


is bonded together by love and compassion. [over] 


south africa/2 


"We pray for you especially in your ministry and for all the churches in South 
Africa who are once again called upon to minister to the people of South 
Africa in their darkest hour". 


Meanwhile, the WCC has appealed to the European Community not to lift the 
remaining sanctions on South Africa. In a letter to Douglas Hurd, the British 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the ecumenical body 
said the British government as the Chair of the Foreign Ministers Conference 
of the European Community now gathering in London to mark the United Kingdom’s 
Presidency of the EC, meets at a time when serious matters are being 
considered by the EC, including the deteriorating situation in South Africa. 
The letter noted the recent visit to South Africa by a delegation of the EC 
and hoped that the group "saw for yourself the sorry state of the country™. 


The WCC expressed the fear that South Africa "will head into a precipice 
unless some firm international action is taken". The letter urged the EC to 
refrain from lifting any of the remaining sanctions imposed on the South 
Africa government. "All forms of economic pressure need to be maintained in 
order to ensure that the South African government will be keenly aware of and 
measure the scope and depth of the international reprobation of present 
developments in South Africa", the letter concluded. 


Thirty-one South African church leaders who held talks with Ciskean leader 
Brigadier Gqozo (8 September) described their discussions as "inconclusive" 
and pledged to continue to press for a referendum to determine whether the 
people of the homeland wish to be led by a military government. 


The delegation, which included Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Khoza Mgojo 
(SACC president), B.B. Finca (chairman of the Border Council of Churches - a 
regional branch of the SACC which includes the Ciskei homeland), and Frank 
Chikane (SACC general secretary), expressed deep disappointment that they 
received no formal reply from Gqozo on their referendum proposal. 


"The people of Ciskei deserve to say whether or not he represents them in what 
he does and says", said Chikane, adding "they also deserve the rights of 
freedom of expression and association. We see no other way in which the 
current explosive situation in the Ciskei can be contained". 


A letter handed to Gqozo by the church leaders expressed "deep distress" at 
the way "in which you govern the people of God in this area". 


"You have unleashed repression, intolerance, intimidation, and violence such 
as has never been seen in this region. Violence produces further violence. 
Your violence of repression has produced the violence of resistance to 
repression ...", the church leaders’ letter said. 


The letter urged the Ciskei government to allow the people there to exercise 
their democratic right of pursuing their political activities freely without 
any form of interference, and to abide by the terms of the National Peace 
Accord which, among others, prohibited use of violence in settling political 
scores. 


In another development, the World Council of Churches has accepted to be the 
international coordinating office for an Ecumenical Monitoring Group which has 
been invited to South Africa by the South African Council of Churches and the 
Southern African {Roman Catholic] Bishops’ Conference (EPS 92.08.58). 


The Ecumenical Monitoring Group will be launched in South Africa by a 
delegation of Ecumenical Eminent Persons which is scheduled to visit the 
country between 22 and 27 September. The monitors are expected to follow on 
26 September and will remain in South Africa for 4-6 weeks. The five-person 
Eminent Persons Group comprises Sir Paul Reeves, the former governor-general 
of New Zealand and current Anglican Observer at the United Nations in New 
York, Christine Davis, a president of the Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland, Bishop Melvin Talbert of the United Methodist Church, USA, and member 
of the WCC Central Committee, B. T. Setlalekgosi, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Botswana, and Jorgen Estrup, deputy chairman of the Social- Liberal group in 
the Danish parliament. 


According to documents prepared for the programme, the Ecumenical Monitoring 
Group will be deployed in various parts of South Africa which require an 
international presence. They will work alongside teams of national monitors 
and will offer their expertise, especially in organizational, management and 
planning skills. [EPS] 
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Patriarch asks WCC support in Ukrainian church conflict 


The head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexy II, has urged 
international attention to what he describes as "a sharply aggravated 
Situation" causing "profound concern" and "bitterness" among Orthodox 
Christians in Ukraine. 


In a September letter to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, Alexy detailed 
a series of episodes between.June and August, affecting every diocese of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Government officials, militia, paramilitary 
forces and political groups have joined with schismatic elements to take over 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church properties and commit acts of violence against 
clergy and lay people loyal to the church, Alexy says. Appeals to Ukrainian 
President L. M. Kravchuk have been in vain, according to the letter. 


The Ukrainian Orthodox Church is an independent part of the Moscow 
Patriarchate. At the root of the current problems, says Alexy, is a schism 
promoted by the former head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Metropolitan 
Philaret of Kiev. He was removed from his position by the church’s Council 
of Bishops on 27 May, and replaced by Metropolitan Vladimir. Two weeks later 
the Council of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church “deprived him of all 
degrees of priesthood". 


Philaret was accused of collaborating with the former Soviet secret service, 
the KGB, and for leading a "non-canonical" life. He was also criticized for 
what was then seen as his mishandling of the situation surrounding the rebirth 
of Greek Catholic (uniate) churches in the Western Ukraine. 


Press reports at the time indicated that the government Council of Religious 
Affairs in the Ukraine would continue to recognize Philaret as the head of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church and that it considered the bishops who voted to 
replace Philaret by Vladimir as "pseudo-bishops". 


With the support of political authorities and under pressure from the 
Ukrainian nationalist "Rukh" movement, "which uses ways and means which 
totally contradict the principles of human rights and religious freedom", 
Philaret has now sought to merge his group - the "Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church/Patriarchate of Kiev" - with the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church, an earlier breakaway group related to the US-based archbishop Mstislav 
Skrypnyk. 


Alexy describes the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church as "an uncanonical 
entity" which has little support from Ukrainian believers and has not been 
recognized by any other Orthodox church. In a 26 August response to an appeal 
from the Moscow Patriarchate, the "first among equals" of Orthodox primates, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomeos I, endorsed the decision of the Russian 
Orthodox bishops to depose Philaret. 


In the current letter to Castro, Patriarch Alexy says that although the work 
of the Russian Orthodox Church reaches into the territories of a number of 
republics, including the Ukraine, the ROC "gives its blessing and support to 
the processes taking place in those republics as they contribute to building 
a way of life worthy of man for all their citizens and to ensuring civil 
rights, including the freedom of religion for every person". 


The letter also said those opposed to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church are trying 
to capture cathedrals, churches, diocesan administration buildings which 
belong to the UOC communities in order to bring them into the possession of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church/Patriarchate of Kiev created by Philaret. 


The Patriarch listed incidents of vandalism and other attacks carried out by 
groups of youth from the Ukrainian National Self-Defence on church property 
throughout the Ukraine. "Acts of violence continue to be committed everywhere 
against the clergy and parish activists", the letter stated, and appealed to 
the World Council of Churches to "Support in a brotherly way the efforts of 
our Church in normalizing the situation in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, to 
recover church buildings and other property which has been taken away from 
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UK: Catholic priests endorse change of rules for mass (Robert Nowe11") 


In future, Catholics in England and Wales may no longer be under a serious 
obligation to attend Mass on major feast days other than Sundays and 
Christmas. A proposal to change the rules governing holidays of obligation won 
the endorsement of the National Conference of Priests (NCP), whose delegates 
represent the 6000 Roman Catholic priests of England and Wales, at its 23rd 
annual meeting held in Birmingham (7-11 September). The proposal was put 
forward by the bishops’ liturgy committee and is to be discussed by the 
bishops’ conference. 


Out of 57 delegates present at the NCP 43 voted in favour of keeping the six 
feast days involved but dropping the obligation; eight wanted to keep the 
present system whereby if one falls on a Saturday or Monday it is celebrated 
on the Sunday; six wanted to transfer them all, but not Christmas, to the 
nearest Sunday. 


Holidays of obligation in England and Wales are the Epiphany, the Ascension, 
Corpus Christi, SS Peter and Paul, the Assumption, All Saints, and Christmas, 
which it is understood would under the new proposal remain on a par with 
Sundays as a day on which Catholics would be seriously obliged to go to Mass. 
Under present rules if the Epiphany, SS Peter and Paul, the Assumption, or All 
Saints falls on a Saturday or Monday it is celebrated on the Sunday. 


The theme of this year’s conference was Collaborative Ministry - in other 
words, the partnership of all the baptized in the Church’s life and mission. 


This concept was welcomed wholeheartedly by the conference, which by 55 votes 
to six with two abstentions adopted a statement which described collaborative 
ministry as an imperative - not an option, not a mere fashion in ministry, not 
a device for coping with the shortage of clergy. 


Calling for a strategy to help each other to transform this vision into 
reality, the priests said: "Structures will change, as an authoritarian style 
gives way increasingly to one of real communion. We will become accountable 
to one another as well as to God. 


"Many of us may find such a change threatening, but this understanding of the 
Church as communion, when realized, will cast out our fears and create the 
relationships of trust necessary for true collaboration." The priests went on 
to state that, for the future, "a capacity for collaborative ministry must 
influence the selection and education of candidates for the priesthood and 
episcopacy". 


In her keynote speech to the conference, Pat Jones, who has spent 13 years in 
full time pastoral work and who earlier this year became the first woman to 
be appointed one of the two assistant general secretaries of the Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales, emphasized that collaborative ministry was 
a direct implication and requirement of understanding the Church as communion, 
an understanding which emerged at Vatican II and which has been endorsed by 
subsequent teachings. 


It was thus, she said, not an option but a call to faithful response to the 
Council. The shortage of priests was not the reason for introducing 
collaborative ministry even if it sometimes presented the opportunity. "The 
irony is that collaborative ministry requires priests just as much as the 
traditional patterns of parish leadership", she added. 


After hearing from Julian Filochowski, director of the bishops’ development 
agency CAFOD (Catholic Fund for Overseas Development), precisely how 
disastrous the situation was in the third world, the conference unanimously 
called on the British government to raise its contribution towards overseas 
aid to 0.7 per cent of gross national product - the United Nations target. At 
present the figure is just over 0.3 per cent. 


But a resolution calling on the bishops to ask the Holy See to allow married 
men to be eligible for ordination to the priesthood from the year 2000 failed 
to gain the two-thirds majority needed for it to be formally adopted as a 
conference proposition. It gained 27 votes in favour but 22 against and 13 
abstentions. [EPS] 


(Nowell is a United Kingdom-based freelance writer.) 
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Malawi: churches continue pressure for democratic reform 


Church bodies in Malawi are keeping up the pressure for political reform and 
observance of human rights initiated by a pastoral letter of the country’s 
Roman Catholic bishops in March (EPS 92.04.07) 


A report in the 5-September issue of the Roman Catholic weekly The Tablet says 
although some concessions have been won by the church from the government of 
"Life President" Kamuzu Banda, there are still some obstacles especially on 
the major issues of respect for the rule of law and a multi-party 
constitution. 


Malawi has been ruled by President Kamuzu Banda as a one-party state since 
1964 when the former British territory gained independence. 


The Christian Council of Malawi (CCM), which represents all non-Catholic 
churches, issued an open letter to the government of Malawi on 26 August which 
emphasized that every generation has the right to determine the form of 
government for itself. 


For that purpose the CCM proposes a national referendum to be monitored by 
international observers from the United Nations, the International Red Cross 
or bodies of similar standing. 


The letter criticises the government for failure to observe the civil liberty 
conditions set by the donor countries on whose goodwill "our economy is 
largely dependent". The suspension of development aid coming on top of the 
effects of drought has "worsened living conditions at the margin of society". 


In June this year (EPS 92.06.40), WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro wrote 
to President Kamuzu Banda expressing "great concern" over the political 
development in his country and urged the ageing leader to "heed the call for 
peaceful political change". [EPS]). 


EPS 92.09.50 
Indonesia: Lutheran church assembly postponed a second time 


The 5lst assembly of Indonesia’s Huria Kristen Batak Protestan (HKBP), the 
largest Lutheran denomination in Indonesia, has been postponed because of a 
refusal by the authorities there to issue the church with a police permit, a 
report from the Asia Lutheran Press Service (ALSP) of 9 September said. 


The meeting, originally scheduled for June, is now expected to be held in 
November. 


This is the second time that the HKBP’s assembly has had to be postponed. In 
1990 (EPS 90.12.46) the church called off its meeting a day before it was 
scheduled to open because of what the government described as "unsettled 
disputes" within the church. 


In November 1988 the Central Church Council of the HKBP dismissed 23 pastors 
and 15 lay leaders. Those dismissed were associated with the Retreat Group, 
which had published booklets questioning the leadership of the HKBP ephorus 
(presiding bishop), Soritua Nababan. 


According to Britannica World Data, 86 percent of Indonesia’s 181 million 
people is Muslim. Christians account for 10 percent of the population. [EPS] 
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Albania: former communist propaganda radio to air Christian programmes 


Radio Tirana, the broadcasting station located in the capital city of Albania 
that once broadcast communist propaganda around the world, will begin airing 
evangelical Christian programmes to eastern Europe in October. Officials of 
the government-owned radio station signed an agreement with Trans World Radio, 
an international Christian broadcasting network based in Cary, North Carolina. 
The Trans World Radio, with seven other transmission sites around the world, 
broadcasts more than 1000 hours of evangelical Christian programming each week 
in 90 languages. [EPS] 
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Methodist, Orthodox dialogue initiated 


In June 1990, the late Dimitrios I, then Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, agreed with a delegation from the US-based World Methodist 
Council (WMC) that the time was ripe for theological conversations between 
Orthodox and Methodists with a view to setting up a possible bilateral 
dialogue. His successor, Bartholomeus I, pursued the initiative, and the first 
exploratory meeting took place 22-24 July at the House of St Gregory and St 
Marcrina in Oxford, England, according to a report of the meeting from the 
WMC. 


During the meeting two papers were the focus of substantial discussion, aimed 
at an initial presentation of each side to the other in terms of its 
historical and theological self-understanding and particularly its 
ecclesiology. The Methodists presented a paper titled Methodist Ecclesiology 
and the Life of Love written by Roberta Bondi (Atlanta/USA), and the Orthodox 
a paper titled Orthodoxy identity and the Church prepared by Protopresbyter 
George Dragas of Durham, England. 


It was generally agreed that, while it would be premature to think in terms 
of negotiation towards the establishment of sacramental and ecclesial 
communion, there was sufficient ground for thinking that a fuller dialogue 
would prove beneficial to greater knowledge of each other, growth in Christian 
fellowship, and practical cooperation between the churches of the two 
families. This, said the report, would be particularly opportune in view of 
the increasing contacts between Methodists and Orthodox resulting from recent 
developments in international history. A second meeting of the small group is 
planned for July 1993. 


The -Methodists were represented at the meeting by Roberta Bondi, Bishop 
Ruediger Minor, Dresden/Germany, Geoffrey Wainwright from Durham/USA and 
chairperson of the WMC’s standing committee on ecumenism and dialogue, and Joe 
Hale, WMC general secretary. The Orthodox were represented by Bishop Kallistos 
Ware of Diokleia, Oxford/England, Archpriest Boris Bobrinskoy, Paris/France, 
and Protopresbyter George Dragas. [EPS] 


. EPS 92.09.53 
Germany: first Lutheran woman bishop installed 


Over 6000 people, including church representatives from Africa, Asia, the 
Middle East, North America, the Pacific and Europe, witnessed the installation 
of Maria Jepsen, 47, as the world’s first Lutheran woman bishop (Hamburg, 30 
August). The ceremony was conducted by the head bishop of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, Landesbischof Gerhard Miller. The WCC 
was represented by Angelique Walker-Smith, a member of the Central Committee, 
and Evelyne Appiah, WCC staff person. 


In a sermon based on Matthew 23, 8-12, Jepsen said that although all persons 
are equal, there are some "who are less so" and noted that society seems "to 
be unable to live without social distinctions or titles, whether we actually 
mention them or whether we just accept them". 


She said that as brothers and sisters, Christians should treat each other as 
equals. "Nobody is greater, more powerful or more important than the next", 
adding: "So it is indeed a necessity that we respect each other and endeavour 
to live together in unity". 


On the racial riots which have affected some parts of the former eastern part 
of Germany, Jepsen noted sadly that history was repeating itself. Xenophobia, 
she said, and the rejection of foreign people have reached a degree that is 
in contradiction to any biblical word, contrary to any form of humanity. "What 
can we do, we the churches, the Christian men and women, to overcome this 
hatred and to build trusting ways towards each other?", she asked. 


Jepsen’s election as the first female Lutheran bishop caused controversy 
within some Protestant circles in Germany (EPS 92.06.08). Some people objected 
to Jepsen’s theological position which she described as "moderately feminist", 
while others regarded any female bishop as unbiblical. Jepsen was elected in 
April (EPS 92.04.36) by the synod of the North Elbian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church to succeed Hamburg’s bishop Peter Krusche who retired 31 July. [EPS] 
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Hawaii: eighth mission studies congress held 


About 180 Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant and independent church participants 
from over 40 nations worldwide converged on Honolulu, Hawaii for the 8th 
Congress of the International Association for Mission Studies (IAMS), 3-12 
August. The association brings together missionaries, research workers and 
academic teachers in the field of Christian world mission. 


Meeting under the theme New World - New Creation: Mission in Power and Faith, 
the congress heard workshop reports on topics such as mission and ideologies, 
the empowerment of women, Christ and the pluralism of religions, and popular 
religiosity and the faith of the people. 


In his address on Mission from Below, John Pobee, president of the IAMS and 
a staff person in the WCC Programme Unit I - Unity and Renewal - urged the 
participants to listen to the cries of the disadvantaged. 


The Congress theme had evolved from the 500th anniversary of the 
evangelization of Latin America and the Caribbean. Noting the "New World’s" 
engulfment in increasing social injustice and environmental problems, the 
participants: concluded that the Christian mission in the post-colonial era 
must involve the "little ones of the earth" - the poor, the children, women 
and others in the periphery. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.55 
CEC assembly sends message to all churches in former Yugoslavia 


The 10th assembly of the Conference of European Churches meeting in Prague 
(EPS 92.09.16) sent a message to all churches in the former Yugoslavia in 
which it “noted with concern and pain" the escalating violence there. But the 
ecumenical body also noted "with joy" that the church leaders there have been 
in close contact with one another in an effort to try and find a solution to 
the conflict. 


The assembly noted particularly that these contacts culminated in the meeting 
between Patriarch Pavle of the Serbian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Zagreb, Cardinal Kuharic. "We have noted with gratitude", said 
the message, "that these meetings are to be continued in the near future 
together with the supreme spiritual representative of the Muslim community, 
Rais Selimosk". 


The message recalled the joint CEC-World Council of Churches delegation which 
visited Serbia, Croatia and Slovenia (27 June-4 July). In the course of that 
visit, added the message, the delegation observed afresh that the churches 
affected had a desire for peace and were ready to cooperate (EPS 92.07.40). 


The assembly pledged "to give energetic support to all efforts towards peace". 
The CEC urgently requested all churches and religious communities: 


- to continue to engage in joint dialogue and further to remain in contact 
with one another; 


- to declare repeatedly and unambiguously that they are against terrorism and 
the wrongful use of force, and to defend the rights and dignity of all; 


= tO do all’ in their power ‘to secure “free access ‘for “the ‘International 
Committee of the Red Cross and humanitarian aid, so as to relieve suffering, 
particularly in the prison camps; 


- in all ethnic groups to renounce that nationalism which denies others their 
human rights and the right to live in their traditional locality and compels 
them to flee; 


- to desist from any form of blessing of weapons. 


The message concluded: "The Conference of European Churches assures you all 
of its support in your efforts for peace and calls on its member churches and 
all other churches to remember the people of the former Yugoslavia in their 
intercessions and to render them practical help as an expression of Christian 


love". [EPS] 
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Romania: Laszl6 Tokés, Reformed church leader, on hunger strike 


Bishop Laszlé Toékés of the Hungarian Reformed Church of Oradea-Timisoara in 
the Romanian province of Transylvania and a major force behind the 1989 
revolution which overthrew the communist government of late dictator Nicolai 
Ceausescu (EPS 90.03.61), began a limited hunger strike, 2 September. 


According to a 7 September letter sent to World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro by the SOS Transylvania-Geneva Committee, ToOkes began 
the hunger strike "to protest against the injustices and provocations of the 
post-communist, nationalist, xenophobic and racist powers which deny civil 
liberties and human rights of minorities". 


Unlike other former communist countries in eastern Europe, where the end of 
communism was bloodless, some 1300 people died in the overthrow of the regime 
of Ceausescu and, according to the letter, those responsible have not been 
brought before the courts of law. 


The letter cites a June 1990 attack on a crowd of demonstrators in Bucharest 
by a group of over 20 000 miners brought into the city. The demonstrators were 
protesting the slow pace of reform in the country. 


Tékés, whose eviction from his parish in Timisoara triggered the uprising in 
1989 against the autocratic, communist regime of Ceausescu, also wants to call 
attention to current injustices suffered by the Hungarian ethnic minority in 
Romania whose cultural and social rights are being systematically eroded. 


Reacting to Tokés ’ s hunger strike, Castro said in a message to the bishop (11 
September) that he was deeply moved by TOkés’s hunger strike "on behalf of 
justice and freedom for all people of Romania". 


Castro assured Tokés of "our prayers on your behalf and our pressing request 
to the Romanian government to respond to the claim of the victims of the 
brutal repression of 1989". 


In a message to Romanian President Ion Iliescu regarding Tokes’s protest, 
Castro urged the Romanian leader to issue "a clear and positive response" to 
the bishop’s demands and to institute investigations to clarify "these sad and 
criminal events and bring to court the responsible persons". 


The message concluded: "Only truth will be able to build a country where all 
citizens will recognize their common home". [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.57 
Russian Orthodox priest to receive religious freedom award 


The US-based Institute on Religion and Democracy (IRD) will present its 1992 
Religious Freedom Award to Russian Orthodox priest Gleb Yakunin on 6 October 
in recognition of his defence of religious rights and advocacy for religious 
and political reform, according to a report appearing in the September issue 
of Religion and Democracy, a publication of the IRD. 


Ordained in 1962, Yakunin was removed from his ministry for criticizing the 
Suppression of the Orthodox Church and the cooperation of the clergy with the 
Communist Party. 


From 1979-86, he was imprisoned for criticism of the Soviet government. Upon 
his release, Yakunin continued to publicize the plight of prisoners of 
conscience. He presently serves in the Russian parliament. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.58 
Women urged to search for Biblical God 


A Swiss woman theologian, Ina Praetorius, told an audience of 200 women and 
10 men at the 10th assembly of the Conference of European Churches (Prague, 
1-11 September) that women need to search for the liberating God of the Bible 
to find the God they are looking for. She rejected as unnecessary the trend 
by women in the USA to neglect the Bible and to searcn for goddesses. [EPS] 
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Waldensian, Methodist synod meets, violence in Italy discussed 


The annual synod of the Waldensian and Methodist churches was held in Torre 
Pellice, Italy (23-28 August) under the theme Church and democracy. The synod 
discussed, among other topics, violence in Italian society, and said 
Christians are called to fight against Mafia violence and other forms of 
corruption that are gnawing away at the base of Italian society. The synod 
considered ecumenism to be vital to the life of the church and noted the 
church’s recent examination of a document on Reformed/Catholic dialogue. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.60 
South Africa: education for democracy programme launched 


The South African Council of Churches has initiated a programme to educate 
black South Africans on voting in preparation for their participation in a 
democratic nation. As a first step, a group of 63 Education for Democracy 
trainers from across South Africa followed a course of instruction (31 August- 
2 September) to enable them to conduct regional and local workshops which will 
last for a period of 18 months. It is expected that by the end of October at 
least 130 additional persons will have been trained who, in turn, will carry 
the training to the local level in parishes and the wider community. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.61 
Brazil: Lutherans set up desk for the disabled 


The department of social welfare in the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran 
Confession in Brazil has set up a desk to deal with issues related to persons 
with disabilities. The church has employed a special educator to be based in 
Sao Leopoldo to be responsible for the desk. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.62 
Ecumenical communication body plans women’s conference 


The London-based World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) plans 
to hold its first international conference for women in February 1994 in 
Bangkok, Thailand, according to the July/August issue of the WACC publication 
Action. To be held under the theme, Women Empowering Communication, the 
conference will be held about a year before the United Nations 10-yearly 
women’s conference and WACC’s own 1995 Congress. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.63 
Canada: RC bishops formally receive report on child sexual abuse 


The Canadian Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops has formally received a 
report prepared by a special committee on child sexual abuse. The seven-member 
Committee on Child Sexual Abuse was appointed by the CCCB in 1989. The final, 
92-page report was issued in June 1992 (EPS 92.07.16) and contains 50 
recommendations. It calls on the entire church to "break the silence and 
become actively involved" in eradicating sexual abuse in church and society. 
Seventeen of the report’s recommendations were addressed to individual 
bishops, outlining procedures to be followed when allegations of sexual abuse 
are made against priests or church personnel. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.64 
Methodist bishop and former Zimbabwe leader retires 


United Methodist Bishop and former Prime Minister of Zimbabwe Abel T. Muzorewa 
is to retire, says a report in the US-based United Methodist Highlights, a 
publication of the United Methodist Church. Muzorewa led the short-lived 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia government in the late seventies. He is succeeded by 
Christopher Jokomo, 46, headmaster and chaplain of the United Methodist 
mission school at Murewa, Zimbabwe. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.65 
Hong Kong: workshop on plight of migrant workers held 


A workshop titled Responding to Migrant Workers’ Needs in Asia was held (20-24 
June) in Hong Kong and attended by participants from Taiwan, the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Thailand and Hong Kong. The meeting, which was co-sponsored by the 
Christian Conference of Asia, the Asian Migrant Workers Centre and the Asia 
Alliance of the YMCAs brought together about 20 representatives from bodies 
involved with migrant workers. [EPS] 
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WCC hails ceasefire agreement between Armenia, Azerbaijan 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches has welcomed 
the ceasefire agreement signed between Azerbaijan and Armenia which came into 
effect on 1 September. The agreement was mediated by President Nazarbaev of 
Kazakhstan. In a telex message to Presidents Levon Ter-Petrossian of Armenia 
and Elchibey of Azerbaijan, Castro expressed the hope that the agreement will 
be respected by all in the process of bringing a negotiated, lasting peace to 
the region. Armenia and Azerbaijan have been locked in a war over the 
territory of Nagorno-Karabagh. The mainly-Armenian populated enclave is wholly 
surrounded by the Azeri territory but claimed by Armenia. In August (EPS 
92.09.17) the governments of Azerbaijan and Armenia signed a protocol to allow 
for the resumption of rail and telecommunications services between the two 
countries broken off by the conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.67 
Philippines: Asian rural economy to be discussed at church meeting 


An Asian Consultation on the Rural Economy will be held in Manila, Philippines 
(9-14 November). The meeting, sponsored by the Christian Conference of Asia- 
Urban Rural Mission, will be attended by about 25 rural organizers and 
activists from Thailand, Indonesia, India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, South Korea, 
Malaysia, Japan, China, Vietnam and Philippines. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.68 
USA: ease sanctions on Iraq, religious leaders tell Bush 


A group of 15 US religious leaders has told President George Bush that 
Sanctions against Iraq endanger the lives of many Iraqi children and that 
country’s poor population. Ina letter to Bush the religious leaders said that 
the. Iraqi government should be "held accountable for its unconscionable 
policies towards Iraq’s citizenry", but that "humanitarian relief should be 
unconditional". United Methodist Bishop Melvin G. Talbert, secretary of the 
church’s Council of Bishops, and member of the WCC Central Committee, was 
among the signers of the letter. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.69 
India: Christian Dalits issue memo to vice president 


Representatives of Christians from all denominations, the National 
Coordination Committee for Scheduled Caste Christians and a committee of the 
All India United Christians Movement for Equal Rights presented a memorandum 
for the cause of Dalit Christians to Indian Vice President K.R. Narayanan. The 
memo said in part: "As you have rededicated yourself on this solemn day as the 
vice-president of India for the achievement of our national objectives, may 
we take the liberty to draw Your Excellency’s attention to the inhuman and 
blatant discrimination against the scheduled castes following Christianity." 
The memo said the discrimination against Dalits is a violation of the Indian 
constitution and Article 18 of the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.09.70 
Latin American, Caribbean RC bishops to discuss role of women 


Women’s participation in the church, both from a doctrinal and pragmatic point 
of view, will be discussed at the upcoming 4th Conference of the Latin 
American [Roman Catholic] Bishops’ Council to be held in October in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, says a report appearing in the 3-September issue 
of Latinamerica Press. A document prepared for the meeting titled New 
Evangelization, Human Advancement, Christian Culture: Jesus Christ, Yesterday, 
Today and Forever, discusses the role of women. It has been distributed to 
more than 500 bishops in Latin America and the Caribbean. [EPS] 


EPS 92.09.71 
Members of European ecumenical body urged to give more 


The member churches of the Conference of European Churches have been urged to 
increase their financial contribution by 12 percent over the next six years 
and to secure the funding for the next assembly. The call was made in Prague, 
venue of the recent 10th assembly (1-11 September) by Wilhelm Nausner, 
moderator of the finance committee (EPS 92.09.16). He said the financing of 
the 10th assembly had only been possible thanks to a special appeal for 
funds. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.09.72 
Ecuview: Debate on Evangelization will Continue (nucien chauvin) 


[This item first appeared in the Peru-based Latinamerica Press of 21 May 1992. 
Chauvin is associate editor for Latinamerica Press]. 


From the moment Christopher Columbus and his men set foot in the "new world", 
debate has raged about how the church evangelizes indigenous people. 


"They would make fine servants, and they are intelligent, for they repeated 
everything I said to them. I believe they could easily be made Christians, 
for they appeared to have no idols", wrote Columbus in the log of his first 
journey to what are now the Americas. 


The assumption that those who came to be called Indians had no religious 
belief was the first error of the evangelization that came with the conquest. 


In subsequent volumes written during his voyages, Columbus never failed to 
invoke God, in whose name he claimed to be acting. He was not alone in using 
"God’s will" as a justification for exterminating people who inhabited the 
new-found territory. 


When Francisco Pizarro landed in what is now Peru in 1532, his third voyage 
to Latin America’s Pacific Coast, Dominican Friar Vicente de Valverde was an 
integral part of the plan to capture Inca ruler Atahualpa. 


According to John Hemming’s "Conquest of the Inca", Valverde was sent to meet 
Atahualpa carrying a cross and the "Requirement", the proclamation that was 
to be read to the Indians on their first contact with the conquerors. 7 
demanded that they accept subjugation to the Spanish crown and embrace 
Catholicism or suffer graphically described dire consequences. 


Not knowing what the "Requirement" was, Atahualpa tossed the document aside. 
Running for his life, Valverde shouted to Pizarro’s men, "Come out, come out, 
Christians! Come at these enemy dogs who reject the things of God. That 
chief has thrown my book of holy law to the ground." 


Valverde is only one of thousands of priests and religious who came to the new 
world to evangelize but chose instead to establish their personal kingdoms on 
earth. 


The predominant attitude, however, was not shared by all the early missioners 
to Latin America. Within 10 years of Columbus’ initial voyage, the first 
debates on the role of evangelization in Latin America were beginning to 
erupt. 


The most celebrated Spanish cleric to defend indigenous rights was Bartolomé 
de Las Casas. Las Casas, a friend and companion of Columbus, left little 
unsaid in his attacks on the mistreatment of the Indians. 


In his book, "The History of the Indies", Las Casas described Columbus’ 
actions as "far from the purpose of God and His Church, to whom this voyage 
and the discovery of all this world and everything in and about it should have 
been dedicated". 


Las Casas, who was eventually made bishop and named by the pope as the 
"protector of Indians", made 10 voyages across the Atlantic arguing before 
both Rome and the Spanish Crown for better treatment of the continent’s newly- 
baptized Christians. 


From 1550 to 1551 a debate between Las Casas and Juan Ginés de Sepiilveda set 
the stage for centuries of intellectual polemics on the church’s methodology 
in its evangelization of indigenous people. According to Sepiilveda, Indians 
were inferior by nature and as different from the Spaniards as a monkey is 
from a human. 


In spite of Las Casas’ arguments to the contrary and the 16th century papal 
bull, Sublimus Deus, which recognized the freedom and property of indigenous 
people, Sepalveda’s attitude found widespread echo during more than 400 years 
of church history in Latin America. [over] 


evangelization/2 


Pope John Paul II‘’s call for a "new evangelization", made during his visit to 
Haiti in 1983, reopened the debate on how to carry out evangelization. 


Major differences on evangelization were evident between the Latin American 
Bishops Conference (CELAM) and the Conference of Latin American Religious 
(CLAR), which brings together more than 355 000 men and women from religious 
orders and congregations. 


The bishops complained that CLAR’s response to the Vatican’s call for a new 


evangelization - a catechetical series called "Word-Life" . which says 
"evangelization should start with the word of God as experienced by the Latin 
American people themselves" - was ideological and used "incorrect biblical 
methods". 


The Vatican entered the debate on the side of the bishops in April 1989. The 
Vatican said the project was “interesting in its use of the Bible to renew 
vocations and mission evangelism", but reminded CLAR that "the bishops are the 
teachers of faith and truth". 


CLAR was told to stop distribution of "Word-Life". 


While CLAR has felt the full brunt of continuing Vatican intervention, CELAM 
has gone full steam ahead in its plans to celebrate 500 years _. of 
Evangelization, which will culminate with the IV CELAM meeting in Santo 
Domingo in October. 


In the past two years, CELAM officials have been critical of any opposition 
to celebrating 500 years of evangelization. 


In an interview with Vatican Radio earlier this year, CELAM president, 
Cardinal Nicolas Lépez Rodriguez, archbishop of Santo Domingo, said people who 
are against the celebration are acting from political motives. 


Colombian Bishop Dario Castrill6én Hoyos, who preceded Lépez in the CELAM 
presidency, said "many think the ‘discovery’ of America was the beginning of 
the end of indigenous nations that populated the continent, of many Indian 
nations that are currently culturally and socially marginalized and threatened 
with extermination. But one cannot judge the 15th century with 20th century 
CLhiier uaa 


The opinions of CELAM authorities, however, -are not reflected in the region’s 
Christian communities. 


In Panama, for example, the bishops and 104 missioners from Coldén, Kuna Yala 
and Darién are asking for forgiveness from Panama‘s indigenous, black and 
campesino populations for 500 years of oppression. 


"We didn’t realize that Jesus Christ, whom we tried to present to you, was in 
you and suffering a calvary of exploitation and extermination, dying with you 
when your life and culture disappeared", read the document. 


Increasingly, indigenous people are demanding respect for their beliefs and 
their right to worship God as they choose. They are demanding that 
evangelization be done on their terms. 


Many missioners support this position as a valid challenge for evangelization 
from cultures. 


The call for a new evangelization in Latin America coincides with the 
worldwide Charismatic crusade to "return Catholics to Christ", known as 
Evangelization 2000, with its tele-communications component, Lumen 2000 - a 
Campaign with the full backing of the Vatican. 


Soon the 500th anniversary will pass, but the debate on whether the church’s 
new evangelization is merely a re-packaged old evangelization will continue. 
[EPS} 
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The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

Life, Education and Mission (Unit IT) 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 
Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


+ + + 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is now 31 December 1992. 


The World Council of Churches invites applications for the following 
positions: 


General Secretariat/Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations 


* Executive Secretary, Church and Ecumenical Relations 


General Secretariat/Communication Department 


Publications Editor 

Managing Editor, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 
Press and Information Officer 

Journalist, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 


* * $ 


Unit II - Life, Education and Mission 


* Executive Secretary for Health and Healing 
* Executive Secretary for Health Learning Materials 
* Executive Secretary for Evangelism 


Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation 


* Executive Secretary for Women and Development 
* Executive Secretary, Public Issues/International Affairs 


Full details of each position, together with the conditions of service and 
application form, may be obtained from, and must be returned to, the Personnel 
Office, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2 - before 
31 December 1992. 


TET TET TTT TTT TTT TTT TT TTT TTT TTT TTT LTTE LLL 
MEETING OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS FROM FORMER YUGOSLAVIA HELD 


A meeting of religious leaders from the former Yugoslavia was held at Chateau 
de Bossey near Geneva on 23 September under the auspices of the Conference of 
European Churches and the Council of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops’ 
Conferences. The meeting was attended by Patriarch Pavle of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church and Roman Catholic Cardinal Franjo Kuharic of Zagreb. Ra‘’is 
ul Ulama Jakub Selimoski, head of the Islamic community and his delegation who 
were expected to attend the meeting were unable to travel out of Sarajevo. At 
the end of their meeting, the leaders issued a communiqué, a full text of 


which 1S included in this issue as EPS 92.10.26. 
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EPS 92.10.01 
South Africa: Castro of WCC at Ciskei funeral, calls for stop to violence 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro was the main 
preacher at the funeral (18 September) of 12 of the 29 victims of the Ciskei 
massacre in King William’s Town. 


Twenty nine people died (7 September) when soldiers of the Ciskei homeland 
opened fire on an estimated 60 000 crowd of ANC supporters during a march on 
the homeland’s capital city of Bisho. The demonstration was organized to 
pressure the government of Brigadier Oupa Gqozo to relinquish power seized in 
a 4 March 1990 bloodless military coup which ousted Lennox Sebe (EPS 
92.09.46). 


Ciskei, which is located in the eastern Cape Province, has a Xhosa-speaking 
population of about one million and is one of 10 nominally-independent 
homelands set up by the South African government under its former policy of 
racial separation or apartheid. The others are Transkei, Bophuthatswana, 
Venda, Lebowa, Qwaqwa, KwaZulu, KaNgwane, KwaNdebele and Gazankulu. 


In his address to an estimated 100 000 people gathered in a local stadium for 
the funeral, Castro said those killed in the massacre did not die in vain and 
extended the "greetings of millions of Christians" to the bereaved families. 


"I hope that the fact that your dear ones are held in the prayers of millions 
will help ease your pain", he said, adding that "we are ina little corner of 
South Africa, but we are at the centre of the world’s Christian’s concern 
today". 


Castro called on his listeners "to listen to the voice of encouragement" and 
cautioned against use of violence. "Violence, brutality and murder have as 
their aim to break us, divide us, separate us from our ideals, divide rather 
than strengthen our resolution to strive until the new day arrives. 


He said if those killed at Bisho "were able to speak to us, they would say 
something difficult to understand. The enemy is clever and would like to 
provoke you, to bring you to violence, to the terrain where we would 
sacrifice our ideals. We should not betray their memory by allowing hate to 
come to be king in our hearts. It would reduce us to the level of those weak 
morally, with no spiritual resources, who know only the language of the 
machine gun —- but they shall not overcome". 


He said the struggle in South Africa "is for all of us" and requires us "to 
come to our senses, rationally, living together in solidarity". He added: 
"It is clear that the brutality that has been manifested in Bisho is because 
they don’t have any more arguments; it is because they are weak, already 
defeated". 


He concluded: "God is Lord over death, Lord of restoration. God calls all of 
you to march together for the sake of our enemies. Thank you for the testimony 
of your endurance. The day is coming when we will come to dance with you on 
the streets of your nation because the day of freedom has arrived". 


Meanwhile, a five-member Ecumenical Eminent Persons Group, lead team for a 
longer-term programme of international church monitoring of the South African 
situation, arrived in Johannesburg (22 September). On arrival the group met 
with Mangosuthu Buthelezi, leader of the predominantly-Zulu Inkatha Freedom 
Party, and later with representatives of other monitoring groups and with 
church leaders [see EPS 92.10.29 in this issue]. 


In South Africa from 22-27 September, the group "will do what Christians and 
the church have always done, which is to stand by those who are victims of 
violence", said the group’s leader Sir Paul Reeves who is former governor 
general of New Zealand. Sir Paul is current Anglican Communion representative 
at the United Nations headquarters in New York. 


The group’s visit and subsequent monitoring programme are a joint effort of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the South African Council of 
Churches, the Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops’ Conference and 
representatives from the Dutch Reformed and Pentecostal churches. The Vatican 
has given its approval to the programme. The church monitoring group seeks to 
monitor violence, monitor attempts to get constitutional talks back on track 
and to monitor preparations for the election process. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
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Belgium: religious leaders meet, pray for peace 


"Europe, religions and peace" was the theme of the sixth international summit 
of religious leaders, held in Louvain, Belgium (13-15 September). About 350 
representatives of the world’s principal religions attended the meeting, which 
continued a series begun by Pope John Paul II in Assisi in 1986. 


Opening the meeting, Belgian prime minister Jean-Luc Dehaene said peace in 
Europe "will depend largely on our capacity to moderate our own prosperity and 
to share it with others". In his keynote address, Zimbabwe’s president Robert 
Mugabe asked why Europe "has so badly assimilated the Christian values which 
it has propagated in other continents". Among respondents to Mugabe were the 
summit’s oldest participant, 97-year-old Etai Yamada, high priest of Japan’s 
Tendai Buddhist school, Jewish and Muslim leaders and two Roman Catholic 
cardinals - Edward Cassidy, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, and Godfreed Danneels, archbishop of Brussels. Pleading for 
interfaith dialogue, Danneels warned the 3000 people assembled for the opening 
session that "we cannot invoke God as Father of all if we refuse to behave as 
brothers and sisters". 


On the conference's second day, participants assembled across the university. 
city for 17 round-tables on various topics open to the public. Leading one on 
the 500th anniversary of Columbus’ voyage were Catholic bishops from North and 
South America, including Dom Helder Camara, former archbishop of Recife, 
Brazil, and Arturo Rivera Damas of San Salvador. Camara appealed for actions 
that would make it possible "to celebrate the 2000th birthday of Jesus ina 
world without misery". Other round-tables dealt with specific countries and 
regions and specific religious groups and their contribution to peace. 


Hans Ucko, a WCC staff member in the Office for Inter-Religious Relations, 
spoke to a round-table on "Christians and Jews: Coexistence in the New 
Europe". Saying that Europe "has come of age", Ucko asked, "Is there not a 
vast treasure of Jewish, Christian and Muslim thinking and reflection which 
is valuable and precious for the many difficult questions of today’s Europe 
and world? To co-exist in the new Europe, Jews and Christians need to 
appreciate each other, need to remember but also to forgive each other, need 
to create space for the integrity of the other and need to welcome the 
resources which people of other faiths can offer towards the building of a 
Europe in service of the world." 


At closing ceremonies in Louvain, messages were read from Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomeos I, Orthodox Metropolitan Philaret of Minsk and Pope John Paul II. 
An appeal for solidarity in the name of Africa’s Christian churches said that 
"as long as the East-West conflict lasted, African countries were a territory 
of struggle for influence... . Today, one could say that Africa is being left 
to die in solitude." 


Participants then left for Brussels, where they met in groups of their own 
religious traditions to pray for peace. About 2000 people attended an 
ecumenical Christian service in St Michel Cathedral. After the prayer 
services, participants reassembled ina large city square for a public reading 
of an appeal from the summit. "Violence and war have spread in many parts of 
the world like a sickness which has found a fertile terrain in situations of 
economic imbalance", the declaration said. "As persons of religion we engage 
ourselves to preach peace and to educate our believers in dialogue." [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.03 
Trinidad: Catholics, Hindus, Muslims support family planning 


A survey conducted in the Caribbean twin-island nation of Trinidad and Tobago 
has revealed that 86 per cent of Roman Catholics, Hindus and Muslims support 
family planning, a report in the 27 August issue of Latinamerica Press says. 
Of the Catholics, 87 per cent supported family planning, of the Hindus 82 per 
cent, and of the Muslims 77 per cent. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.04 
Church leaders say Boff’s resignation not to affect liberation theology 


In separate interviews with Latinamerica Press, a Roman Catholic church leader 
and Protestant theologian from South America have voiced guarded optimism that 
Leonardo Boff’s resignation (EPS 92.07.51) will not diminish liberation 
theology’s influence in Latin America. The controversial and prolific 
Brazilian Franciscan left his order and the Catholic priesthood in June, 
saying the Vatican had "practically withdrawn" freedom of communication from 
him. 


Brazilian Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns, noted for his defence of human rights, 
told an interviewer that liberation theology is not a movement dependent on 
a few individuals but on the culture of a people. "It will not be easily 
suppressed." The future of the Latin American church does not depend on "a few 
of us who are better known in the international press", the cardinal said. 


Argentine Methodist José Miguez Bonino, a leading Protestant liberation 
theologian and a former president of the WCC, said "there are more people 
committed to liberation theology than is recognized". Miguez conceded that the 
Latin American people never "massively embraced" liberation theology, but, he 
noted, they never embraced official Catholic theology either. Rather, they 
"continue the traditional practices of popular Catholicism or. . . popular 
religiosity. But the sectors with the most social awareness find a positive 
articulation of their beliefs and their practice in liberation theology." 


Like Arns, Miguez underlined the significance of what is happening at the 
grassroots in Latin America, where millions of Christians are involved in 
"basic ecclesial communities". Furthermore, he said he expected the work of 
church commissions assisting landless, Indian, black and other marginalized 
people to continue. The question is what influence the corresponding 
theological reflection will have in the absence of a high-profile figure like 
Boff within the Roman Catholic Church. 


What was "intolerable" about Boff, in Miguez’ view, was neither his theology 
as such nor his strong social criticism and option for the poor, which fall 
within the limits of what the Catholic Church can accept. "But it cannot 
accommodate an ecclesiology that does not maintain the pyramid-type governing 
structure and that directs the same social criticism towards the interior of 
the church as towards the exterior." [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.05 
European Methodist leaders discuss attacks on asylum seekers 


Church leaders from the three central conferences of the United Methodist 
Church in Europe (Germany, Switzerland and Russia), the British Methodist 
Conference and the Irish Methodist Conference met (16-17 September) in 
Frankfurt/Main in Germany to discuss the growing tide of racial attacks on 
foreigners in Germany. 


At the end of their meeting, the church leaders issued a statement in which 
they stated they that were "struck" by the attacks on hostels housing asylum- 
seekers and refugees. "We know that this is not only a German problem", said 
the church leaders. "Xenophobia and hatred against foreigners dwell beneath 
the surface in many of our countries. When, in a period of economic distress, 
there are rapid and large-scale movements of people throughout Europe, these 
feelings may rapidly be expressed", they added. The church leaders said they 
were impressed by the role played by Christians in bringing peace to those 
areas most affected by the violence. In some towns, groups of Christians 
bearing lighted candles have walked between opposing demonstrators, "to make 
peace and to witness peace". The statement encouraged Christians "to witness 
in their local communities to this love for the foreigner among us, through 
signs of reconciliation and friendly welcome". [EPS] 
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Argentina: united efforts said to boost Protestant influence 


Efforts by three church organizations in Argentina to work more closely 
together are giving greater influence to the growing Protestant population in 
this traditionally Catholic country, according to a recent article in 
Latinamerica Press by Dafne Sabanes Plou. About 8 per cent of Argentina’s 
population is now estimated to be Protestant, up from 3 per cent in 1980. The 
majority of the growth is taking place in Buenos Aires, where half of the more 
than 300 Protestant churches and meeting places have opened since 1980 - 60 
of those since 1990. 


Observers trace this growth to greater religious freedom after the country’s 
return to democracy in 1983. But Protestant churches have until recently had 
limited contacts with each other. The three groups now beginning to work 
together are the Argentine Federation of Evangelical Churches (FAIE), the 
Argentine Pentecostal Confederation (CEP) and the Argentine Association of 
Evangelical Christian Churches (ACIERA). The thirty members of FAIE are 
historic Protestant churches and a few national Pentecostal churches. Other 
Pentecostal congregations belong to CEP. ACIERA consists of evangelical 
"mission" churches, including Baptists. 


Pastors from different denominations have begun meeting together in larger 
cities. Up to 80 different denominations have participated in such pastoral 
council meetings in Buenos Aires. In October, 1500 people are expected at a 
nationwide non-denominational pastors meeting in Rio Tercero, Cordoba. 


One focus of common concern has been constitutional reform and new laws on 
religious freedom and conscientious objection to be debated in congress later 
this year. The Protestant churches are pushing for changes in the 
constitutional requirement that Argentina’s president be a Catholic and its 
references to the Catholic evangelization of indigenous peoples. 


The groups are lobbying for pluralism, flexibility and the removal of 
unnecessary state controls over religious freedom, Latinamerica Press says. 
Protestants also feel that the traditional tenets of pacifism and nonviolence 
in many of their churches can offer a valuable contribution to the national 
debate on conscientious objection. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.07 
USA: Episcopal bishops continue effort to achieve collegial leadership 


More than 180 bishops of the Episcopal [Anglican] Church in the US concluded 
their six-day annual meeting in Baltimore, Maryland (10 September) with the 
conviction that they were headed toward a new style of collegial leadership - 
even though questions remained about the shape of that leadership, reports the 
US-based Episcopal News Service. 


The meeting in Baltimore followed the format of a special meeting of the 
bishops last March (EPS 92.04.06) in North Carolina at which the bishops met 
in small discussion groups and grappled with a variety of common concerns - 
including the meaning of scriptural authority in the life of the church. 


In a major address at the beginning of his first visit to the United States, 
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey called on the bishops to link the 
concern about scriptural authority to their role as bishops. He said that 
there is a temptation for bishops to assume "an authoritarian teaching 
office", but suggested that bishops should instead be "a living canon - a 
focal point where dialogue with issues of Christian belief is invited". 


Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning described the urgent need for the bishops 
to restore a sense of collegiality, and press ahead with the mission of the 
church. The bishops agreed to meet again early in 1993 "to explore the meaning 
of the episcopacy". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.08 
Two Central American church leaders nominated for peace award 


Two Central American Christian leaders are among the nominees for this year’s 
Nobel Peace Prize: Medardo Gomez, head of the Lutheran Salvadoran Synod, and 
Rigoberta Menchu Tum, a Quiché Indian from Guatemala active in the struggles 
for human rights in her country and the rights of indigenous peoples 
throughout Latin America. 


According to the German Protestant press agency EPD, Gomez was proposed by El 
Salvador’s recently formed national Nobel prize committee because of his 
"untiring engagement on behalf of the poorest and those without rights". -The 
47-year-old bishop has been an outspoken opponent of the extreme right and 
wealthy @lite in his country. Accused of sympathies with the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, he was abducted and tortured by a death squad in 
1983 and has subsequently received numerous death threats. Lutheran facilities 
in the country have been bombed six times, injuring more than a dozen people. 
Three years ago Gomez left the country for several months after the army radio 
station called for his execution. 


Rigoberta Menchu’s candidacy was supported by 160 church and ecumenical 
representatives at an August meeting in Cochabamba, Bolivia, called by the 
Latin America Council of Churches (CLAI) to mark the 500th anniversary of the 
voyage of Columbus. Menchu became involved in human rights after the 
assassination of her parents and several of her brothers, working with 
solidarity groups in Mexico where she had taken refuge. Only recently has she 
been allowed to return to Guatemala. Among her earlier awards was the 1990 
UNESCO Education for Peace Prize. She was received as a guest of honour in 
four cities and two universities in Argentina during a visit there at the end 
of August. She also appeared before congress and visited several indigenous 
communities in the country. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.09 
Sri Lanka: future of inter-religious relations discussed at WCC meeting 


Invited by the World Council of Churches Office on Inter-Religious Relations, 
45 persons with special responsibilities and expertise in inter-faith dialogue 
in various regional councils of churches, national councils of churches, 
churches and church-related institutions, met in Colombo, Sri Lanka, 5-10 
September. 


In the context of the WCC’s new emphasis on "relations", the primary aim of 
the meeting, whose theme was "Inter-faith Dialogue: Looking to the Future", 
was to consolidate episodic contacts and provide an opportunity for sharing 
experiences and assessing the developments in the multiple areas of inter- 
religious relations. 


The meeting discussed the present status questionis and analyzed a number of 
issues facing jointly, or in parallel, those who are committed to promoting 
mutual understanding within the rapidly changing climate of relations between 
faith communities. The discussion was supplemented by a number of case studies 
or country reports on South Africa, Nigeria, United States, India and Great 
Britain. 


The meeting also discussed the agenda of the new WCC Office on Inter-Religious 
Relations and its regional and national partners, manifestations of religious 
fanaticism, the role of religions in ethnic and communal self-assertion, and 
inter-religious cooperation in peace-making. Participants also discussed 
theological challenges arising from religious plurality with particular 
reference to the "theology of religions" and its implications in the field of 
theological education. The meeting also provided the participants with an 
opportunity to exchange information on inter-religious marriages and inter- 
religious worship, and to visit local parishes, theological seminaries and 
Buddhist temples. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.10 
Germany: Evangelical Church council condemns attacks on foreigners 


At its regular mid-September session in Hanover, the 18-member Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) expressed dismay over the wave of attacks 
on asylum-seekers and refugees in the country. Recalling a statement made in 
August by its chairman, Bishop Klaus Engelhardt, following attacks on 
foreigners in Rostock, the Council warned that such acts "are endangering the 
internal peace and democratic culture of our country". 


The Council called on Protestant churches and their members to counter the 
"widespread uncertainty and anguish. . . through courageous witness and active 
support for oppressed and threatened people". The right of asylum must be 
maintained for those who are politically threatened, it said, though it agreed 
that the procedures for responding to request for asylum need to be expedited 
and that applicants who are legally turned down should leave the country 
immediately. 


The Council also heard a report on unemployment, especially in the former East 
Germany. Given the results of the continuing increase in joblessness, it said, 
it is important that churches’ initiatives against unemployment should be 
signs of hope for the people affected. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.11 
WCC emergency meeting on Somalia discusses common ecumenical effort 


Some 25 delegates from the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), Caritas 
Internationalis, Caritas Germany and Caritas Italiana, and representatives 
from Protestant churches and church agencies in Norway, Sweden, The 
Netherlands, Germany, the United Kingdom, Japan, New Zealand and the United 
States attended an emergency meeting called by the World Council of Churches 
Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service (17 September) to discuss the’ current 
crisis in Somalia. 


A press release issued after the meeting said the participants discussed the 
security situation in Somalia and how it affects the distribution of relief 
food and other aid to thousands of people. The press release said even if the 
full complement of the 3500 United Nations security forces were deployed in 
Somalia, their effort would fall short of the minimum required to maintain a 
basic level of stability to enable relief: work to be carried out smoothly. 


The participants noted and paid tribute to the LWF for the work the Geneva- 
based body is carrying out in Somalia. The LWF operates twice-daily flights 
to the Somali towns of Mogadishu, Belet Huen and other parts of the country. 


According to the press release, the participants emphasized the need for a 
long-term commitment to work towards a solution to the conflict which should 
involve the Somali people. The participants noted also that the economy has 
been seriously eroded by the continuing fighting there. Responses to the 
crisis, the press release added, should reflect an understanding of the 
origins of the conflict. The meeting also heard of plans by Caritas Germany 
and Diakonisches Werk to open a joint office to monitor changes in the 
security situation in Somalia and to gather and disseminate information about 
gaps in the existing programmes. A bi-weekly dispatch from this office will 
be circulated to interested bodies by Catholic Relief Services. 


The meeting agreed that a coordinated advocacy campaign aimed at national 
governments and supported at a high level by the World Council of Churches, 
the Lutheran World Federation and Caritas to the United Nations and the 
European Community should be mounted. The press release said a follow-up 
meeting will be held in December to assess the situation in Somalia and to 
discuss responses and plans by the various agencies. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.12 
Brazil: Christian base communities meeting urges common reflection 


Nearly 100 Roman Catholic bishops were among the 2300 Brazilian delegates who 
attended a conference of Basic Ecclesial Communities in Santa Maria (8-12 
September). Also present were about a hundred guests from all over Latin 
America and the Caribbean, about a hundred representatives of Protestant 
churches and participants from indigenous and Afro-Brazilian religious groups. 


In the face of what delegates to this eighth annual encounter described as a 
500-year-old "state of slavery" for the great majority of Latin Americans, 
they said new hope for liberation is emerging little by little from the base 
communities, which are enabling common Christian reflection and action. 
Accenting the role of the Bible in this, one speaker said the Bible "has 
helped us to discover that God is at our side and that he speaks to us 
whenever life is in the balance". 


A letter published at the end of the meeting made five affirmations: that the 
Indians themselves must take charge of the renaissance of their "massacred 
cultures"; that Afro-Brazilians must "assume their Negritude in church and 
society"; that it is a duty of black and indigenous people to ensure that 
women participate equally in their common task; that working people must be 
engaged in the work of rooting democracy in society, politics and economics; 
and that the church must be a common home for all, giving constant support to 
people’s movements and to urban and agrarian reform. 


The church, the declaration said, should promote evangelical reflection on 
land as a common good and not the property of certain privileged classes. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.10.13 
South Africa: first Anglican women priests ordained 


Only 22 days after its synod voted by a 79 per cent majority to approve the 
ordination of women to the priesthood, the bishop of Grahamstown in the 
[Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa ordained three women (EPS 
92.09.22), says a 16-September report from the US-based Episcopal News 
Service. 


At its meeting near Mbabane, Swaziland mid-August, the synod voted to allow 
the ordination of women. The vote for the measure was 21-6 among bishops, 70- 
25 among clergy and 75-14 among the laity. 


On 5 September Bishop David Russell ordained Nancy Charton, a retired 
associate professor of political studies and the first woman deacon in the 
province; Bridge Dickson, a retired medical doctor; Su Groves, who recently 
completed her theological studies. 


"Yours has been a faithful, loyal waiting .... which you have borne in pain", 
Russell said. "It has been a creative pain that has deepened you and our 
efronch 4s 


Of the 34 provinces and member churches of the Anglican Communion, 15 now 
ordain women to the priesthood. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.14 


Lutheran World Federation history subject of new book 


A book detailing the history of the Lutheran World Federation is to be 
published in time for the Geneva-based organization’s ninth assembly in 1997 
and in commemoration of its 50th anniversary. In addition to biographical 
notes on leading personalities, the 350-page book will include topics such as 
the pre-history and founding of the LWF and mission in multi-faith. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.15 
Romania: Tokés calls off hunger strike 


Bishop Laszl6 T6kés of the Hungarian Reformed Church of Oradea-Timisoara in 
the Romanian province of Transylvania has suspended his hunger strike, 
according to a 19 September report appearing in the Roman Catholic weekly, The 
Tablet. 


A 7-September letter sent to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro by the SOS 
Transylvania-Geneva Committee announced that T6kés began a limited hunger 
strike on 2 September "to protest against the injustices and provocations of 
the post-communist, nationalist, xenophobic and racist powers which deny civil 
liberties and human rights of minorities" (EPS 92.09.56). 


The Tablet report said Td6kés had called off his protest until after the 
Romanian elections scheduled for 27 September because he feared that 
"nationalist-Communist forces" might seek to turn it to their advantage in 
the pre-election period". 


T6kés was a leading figure in the 1989 revolution which overthrew the 
communist regime of the late dictator Nicolai Ceausescu. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.16 
Nicaragua: evangelicals in programme to monitor prison conditions 


Teams of evangelical activists organized by the Evangelical Committee for Aid 
and Development (CEPAD), Nicaragua, began a programme of visits to prisons and 
jails throughout Nicaragua in June. The programme is designed to monitor the 
respect accorded to the rights of prisoners, says an item in the July-August 
issue of CEPAD Report, a publication of the evangelical body. One of the 
inspectors, Silvia Zeled6én, a Pentecostal laywoman, said after a 20 August 
visit to a women’s prison near Managua that conditions there are harsh and 
getting worse as the government cuts back on spending. She said prisoners with 
money usually get out while "the poor are forced to rot in jail because they 
have no resources to get out". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.17 
USA: Tutu awarded International Freedom Award 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu was awarded the 
International Freedom Award at ceremonies held in Memphis, Tennessee/USA, mid- 
September. The award is sponsored by the National Civil Rights Museum, the 
University of Mississippi, the Centre for the Study of Southern Culture: and 
the J.R. Hyde Foundation. The ceremony, which was attended by more than 1000 
people, was held in a motel-turned-museum where black civil rights activist 
Martin Luther King was slain. Tutu urged the audience°to use their "enormous 
influence" to call on all political parties in South Africa "to discipline 
their followers to become more tolerant and not to use violence to advance 
their cause". [EPS] 


} EPS 92.10.18 
Ordination of woman bishop to affect Lutheran-Catholic dialogue? 


The 30 August installation in Hamburg/Germany of the first woman bishop of the 
Lutheran Church, Maria Jepsen (EPS 92.09.53), creates difficulties for the 
dialogue between Lutherans, Catholics and Orthodox, according to Mgr Piero 
Pennacchini, vice-director of the Vatican press office. Though the nomination 
of a woman bishop was an internal matter for the Lutherans, and nothing to do 
with the Vatican, it had put a brake on building bridges with the Lutherans 
through dialogue, he said. Pennacchini also thought the decision of the 
Anglican Communion to leave local Anglican provinces free to ordain women had 
made dialogue between Catholics and Anglicans harder. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.19 
Hungary: Reformed seminary reopens after 40 years 


After being closed for forty years, the Theological Seminary connected with 
the Reformed Church College at Sarospatak, Hungary, has re-opened. A worship 
service to celebrate the event was held 20 September. The seminary was forced 
to close by the former Hungarian communist regime. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.20 
Lausanne Committee reaffirms commitment to world evangelization 


The executive committee of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization 
(LCWE) adopted a report seeking to clarify the role of the Lausanne movement 
for the future at its meeting which ended (4 September) in Azusa, 
California/USA. The report said "the Lausanne movement has its entire focus 
on world evangelization". The movement has sought to include all evangelicals 
who support the Lausanne Covenant adopted by the first International Congress 
on World Evangelization held in Lausanne/Switzerland in 1974. A press release 
on the meeting said the LCWE’s focus on world evangelization in the future 
will be expressed by the promotion of international prayer and intercession, 
strategic evangelical thinking, cooperation and reconciliation and 
communication. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.21 
Lutheran leader says injustice provokes conflicts 


Worldwide injustice provokes increasingly dangerous conflicts, polarizes 
poverty and richness, and is a factor of considerable destruction of the 
environment, said Gottfried Brakemeier, president of the Lutheran World 
Federation (14 September) at its Council meeting in Madras. Referring to the 
main theme of the meeting - Justice in humanitarian aid and development - he 
said that justification and world responsibility are closely related nowadays, 
but opinions vary on how to proceed from the Gospel to social responsibility 
or from the justice of God to justice in the world. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10:22 
Australia: homosexual ordained as Anglican priest 


The Anglican Archbishop of Perth (Western Australia), Peter Carnley, has 
regularized the orders of a former minister of the Liberal Catholic Church who 
is a well-known homosexual to enable him to minister as an Anglican priest, 
according to the London-based Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet. David 
McAuliffe had been instrumental in the formation of the Perth chapter of the 
Metropolitan Community Church, a denomination which ministers predominantly 
to gays and lesbians. [EPS} 


EPS 92.10.23 
Brazil: Christians urged to protest against corruption in government 


The National Council of Churches in Brazil (CONIC) published a statement end 
of August, urging members of its affiliated churches - Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, United Presbyterian and Syrian Orthodox - to 
take part in popular demonstrations against corruption in the Brazilian 
government of President Fernando Collor de Mello. The CONIC statement also 
called on the legislature and the judiciary to use the provisions in the 
country’s.constitution to punish those involved in corrupt practices. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.24 
USA: leave God alone, church leaders tell President Bush 


Twenty-three church leaders, including Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop 
Edmond Browning, sent a letter to President George Bush asking him and the 
Republican Party to desist in their efforts to inject God into the campaign. 
"God is neither a Republican nor a Democrat", said the church leaders. "No 
campaign should claim to have God on its side supporting its candidate, 
platform or policy agenda." The leaders objected to the use of God’s name -- 
or the implication that he favours one side -- calling it "blasphemy". They 
said: "Any partisan use of God’s name tends to breed intolerance and to 
divide. Rather than affirming a common reverence, with room for every dissent 
and even disbelief, it suggests religious conformity and leads to religious 
arrogance". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.25 
Tutu resigns from Harvard University governing board 


South African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu has resigned from Harvard 
University’s governing board because he needed to be "more available to help 
in the delicate but exhilarating business of being a midwife for the birth of 
the much-awaited new South Africa". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.26 
Ecutext: Message of Religious Leaders from former Yugoslavia 


[The following is an abridged statement issued by Patriarch Pavle of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and Roman Catholic Cardinal Kuharic of Zagreb after 
their meeting (23 September) at the Chateau de Bossey near Geneva. Ra’is ul 
Ulama Jakub Selimoski, head of the Islamic community who was scheduled to 
attend the meeting, was unable to fly out of Sarajevo.] 


After our meetings in Sremski Karlovci and in Slavonski Brod in May and August 
last year, we have, by the grace of God, met for the third time today, 23 
September 1992, in the Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva, 
where we and the members of our delegations have experienced the hospitality 
of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European 
Bishops Conferences (CCEE). ... 


We deeply regret that the chief of the Islamic Community, Ra’‘is ul Ulama Jakub 
Selimoski and his delegation, who had stated that they would come to 
participate in the conversations, were unable to travel out of Sarajevo. We 
hope that the tragic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina will change for the 
better and that his participation also will be possible in our encounters and 
conversations in the near future. 


First of all we joined in common prayer to our Saviour, the Saviour of all 
people, our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Prince of Peace and Peacemaker, 
that he will give his peace, the only lasting and indestructible peace, to our 
peoples and to all humanity. Then we sought, after an opening exchange, to 
enter into a candid and truthful dialogue on all dimensions of the present 
Situation, beginning with spiritual and pastoral problems, including those of 
people in all ethnic communities of Bosnia-Herzegovina and elsewhere who are 
threatened by this situation. Following our prayers and conversations, we 
appeal with one mind and voice to the faithful of our churches, to the 
responsible organs of the state, to military commandos and troops, to all 
peoples and men and women of our common geographical and spiritual area, as 
well as to all international forums and institutions engaged in the search for 
a solution or in the provision of aid to our region and in our states; and we 
do not only appeal but demand, on the basis of our spiritual position and 
moral responsibility: 


1. Immediately and without condition to cease all hostilities, all bloodshed 
and all destruction, in particular to stop the blasphemous and insane 
destruction of places of prayer and holy places, Christian and Muslim alike; 
and that negotiations between the warring parties be initiated without delay. 


2. Immediately and without condition to liberate all prisoners of war and 
hostages, as well as to close all prison camps and to free all those 
incarcerated in this evil war. 


3. Immediately and without condition to cease the inhuman practice of ethnic 
cleansing, by whomever it is being incited or carried out. 


4. To permit all refugees and deportees to return to their homes and to ensure 
all bishops and priests of our churches as well as Islamic spiritual leaders 
free access to their flock and undisturbed exercise of their office. 


5. That normal communication and unrestricted circulation be re-established, 
as well as the possibility of free movement and settlement for all people, 
whatever their religious or national affiliation, and 


6. that all suffering people be assured undisturbed and equal access to 
humanitarian aid. 


Equally with one mind and voice we condemn all crimes and distance ourselves 
from all criminals, irrespective of which people or army they belong to or 
which church or religious affiliation they claim. ...[EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.27 
Ecutext: Anniversary Statement of Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue 


[This is an abridged text of a statement issued by the Council of the Lutheran 
World Federation which met in Madras, India (13-23 September) on Lutheran- 
Roman Catholic dialogue. ] 


With thanksgiving to God we note that 1992 marks the 25th anniversary of the 
international dialogue between Roman Catholics and Lutherans. It was the 
experience of, Lutheran observers to the Second Vatican Council working 
together with their Catholic theological colleagues which led through a series 
of intermediate steps to the first dialogue session in 1967... 


The first phase of dialogue culminated in the Malta Report on The Gospel and 
the Church (1972). In the second phase two convergence documents appeared - 
The Eucharist (1980) and The Ministry in the Church (1982) - together with two 
additional documents charting a path towards unity: Ways to Community (1981) 
and Facing Unity (1985). The current third phase is devoted to a major paper 
on salvation and the church. Looking back from the perspective of a quarter 
century we see a decisive improvement in Lutheran-Roman Catholic relations. 
Through the dialogue a relationship of mutual trust has grown between the 
Vatican and the Lutheran World Federation and its member churches which has 
facilitated cooperation on many levels, among them humanitarian aid and 
efforts towards justice and peace. ... 


In the present phase of theological conversation the concept of koinonia or 
communion has a prominent place. From the common foundation of the one 
baptism, we strive to break down the barriers which prevent that full 
communion Christ wills for his church. As Lutherans continue to grow in self- 
understanding as a global communion, they are also becoming more aware of the 
larger, more universal dimensions of koinonia. As the LWF president said in 
his greeting to the pope last April, "In light of the rich fruits borne by our 
25 years of dialogue, it is no surprise that the question of reception becomes 
increasingly urgent. For surely our commitment to the dialogue obligates us 
to support and encourage the reception process." 


The joint staff group has already addressed itself to Strategies for Reception 
and is at work on a programme for joint Bible study among parish groups. 
Reception requires nothing less than a new spirituality characterized by 
ecumenical openness and mutual concern, readiness to change habitual patterns 
of life and a more profound appreciation of the unity God gives us in Holy 
Baptism. We pledge ourselves to continue working towards such a new vision of 
life in communion. ... 


We feel constrained to express concern about two recent documents involving 
the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. One is the first 
official Roman Catholic response to a bilateral dialogue document, the report 
of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I), which we 
read as applying a standard of judgement that inappropriately seeks identity 
in theological formulation rather than unity in faith. That response raises 
questions for us about official responses to Lutheran-Roman Catholic documents 
in the future. 


Another is the letter of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to all 
Catholic bishops on Some Aspects of the Church Understood as Communion. This 
letter must concern ecumenical partners even though its intention is to shape 
Catholic understandings of communion. In a letter to the president of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity the General Secretary has 
already indicated some of our theological points of contention. Here we record 
our disappointment that 25 years of ecumenical dialogue with Lutherans and 
others has not influenced the document’s conceptuality. Its impact is all the 
more painful because it breathes a different spirit from that which we 
encounter in so many other Lutheran-Roman Catholic relations. We reaffirm our 
commitment to continue to work together with the Roman Catholic church, and 
we make the words of the General Secretary in his report to the Council our 
own: "It is time to reaffirm our belief that ecumenism is not optional, but 
essential to the Church. We must not let our vision be darkened by temporary 
setbacks. Rather with determination we must continue to act and speak in such 
a way that ecumenical awareness and commitment take root among all believers." 
In this spirit, on this 25th anniversary of Catholic-Lutheran dialogue, we 
recommit ourselves to continue with the Roman Catholic Church on the path to 


visible unity. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.28 
Ecutext: Public Statements of the CEC 10th Assembly 


The following public statements on (1) Situations of War and Conflicts in 
Europe, (2) Racism and Discrimination, (3) The 500th Anniversary of the 
Presence of Europeans in America, and (4) The Crisis in Africa were made by 
delegates at the 10th Assembly of the Conference of European Churches in 
Prague, 1-11 September 1992. 


(1) Situations of War and Conflicts in Europe 


As delegates of the European Churches to the 10th Assembly of the Conference 
of European Churches, we realize the relevance of the theme of this assembly 
God Unites - In Christ a New Creation. We have heard reports from Armenia, 
Cyprus, Ireland, Ukraine and the former Yugoslavia and shared experiences of 
violence, war and senseless killing. 


Democratic systems of government have not always led to peace and respect for 
human rights, and in some of the states where former communist regimes have 
given place to new forms of government, other problems have arisen. In some 
places, there is still no formal agreement or timetable for the withdrawal of 
unwelcome foreign armies (a potential source of future conflicts), while 
elsewhere the way has been opened in some cases for new outbreaks of violent 
nationalism and violations of human rights. 


Nationalism is often shaped by the dominant religious tradition of a people. 
For this reason we as churches feel a special responsibility in this 
situation. On the one hand we rejoice that a church can be so rooted in the 
life of a people that it contributes to the shaping of its identity. 


On the other hand we can never accept that religiously based nationalism 
should express itself in dominance over or violence towards other ethnic 
groups. Nor can we accept that a government may use a church or religion for 
political or nationalistic purposes, or that the borders of a state should 
necessarily contain only one ethnic group. 


Within the borders of most European states there are people with different 
cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds. We affirm that states should be 
based on respect for the human rights of all. 


As the universal Body of Christ, the church has a special responsibility to 
demonstrate that peoples of different identity and cultural background must 
live peacefully together. 


Christians also have a duty to make their contribution to the creation and 
Support of permanent negotiating structures which will help to prevent 
eruptions of violence and contribute to their peaceful solution. 


Faced with many situations in which the spiral of violence continues, and the 
memory of old grievances fuels continuing conflict, the churches affirm that 
the way to peace and reconciliation requires a willingness to give and receive 
forgiveness: in the words which Jesus taught us, "Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us". 


We are all human beings and not potential conflicting nationals. We are all 
created by God and have a common responsibility for the future of Europe. 


The responsibility of the European churches in seeking to promote peace and 
reconciliation is to support the work of the United Nations, the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) and the Council of Europe, to 
build on the achievements of the European Community, and: 


- to pray for people who live under and are affected by conflicts; 

- to develop peaceful ways of preventing and solving conflicts; 

- to promote ecumenical and inter-faith dialogues, which contribute to the 
solving of conflicts; 

- to make every effort to ensure that humanitarian aid and asylum are offered 
to people affected by the present conflicts; [over] 
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- In the particular case of the former Yugoslavia, to support all efforts to 
stop the conflict; to recognise with gratitude the efforts of many members 
of the different faith communities in the countries concerned for peace and 
reconciliation; to bring to an end gross violations of human rights, 
including forced changes in the ethnic composition of the population; and 
to enable refugees and displaced people to return to their homes; 

- to ensure that the CEC should be an instrument for peace and justice in. 
Europe and develop ways and means of aiding its member churches in this 
process. [EPS] 


(2) Racism and Discrimination 


Today we, delegates of the European Churches to the 10th Assembly of the 
Conference of European Churches, are horrified and deeply troubled by the 
dramatic rise in manifestations of racism, xenophobia, anti-semitism and 
ethnic or religious intolerance, sweeping across our continent. Violent and 
deadly attacks are being directed at black and migrant people, national 
minorities, refugees and asylum-seekers. We see virulent hostility targeted 
at Roma and Sinti people in some places, in others against people and symbols 
of Jewish, Muslim and other religious faiths; and we see in some places that 
hard-won religious liberties are once again being suppressed by hostile 
governments. 


There is the serious risk that Europe defines itself narrowly, as a fortress, 
closing its doors against the outside world. Ideas of exclusiveness and 
assumptions of the superiority of European culture are gaining ground. We 
are also aware of the possibility of new divisions within Europe itself, based 
not on conflicting political ideologies, but on economic power. The danger 
exists of a prosperous majority ignoring a minority of the marginalized, the 
unemployed, and ethnic and religious groups. 


Christianity has a strong commitment to human equality. We are all made in 
the image of God. 


In Europe very many Christians acknowledge and celebrate the rich mosaic of 
cultural and religious traditions and Europe’s traditional openness to the 
world. While we recognise that there are no simple solutions, and that there 
are already severe economic and social pressures on many of the poorer people 
of Europe (some of whom are being asked to receive large numbers of refugees 
and immigrants in their midst), we, the member churches of CEC, affirm that 
all peoples living in this continent must be assured their rightful place and 
the protection of their own identities and cultural roots. 


Therefore, the churches are called upon to combat all forms of discrimination 
on grounds of race, colour, religion, political views, ethnic or national 
origin, gender, mental or physical handicap, and sexual orientation, and to 
promote the equality of treatment of all. 


We call on the churches: 


- to eradicate discrimination in their own structures and practices; 

- to develop educational programmes on the causes and effects of 
discrimination and how to overcome it; 

- to support directly the racially oppressed; 

to initiate events to mark the annual International Day for the Elimination 

of Racial Discrimination, 21 March. 


The churches must also press governments to take appropriate measures: 


- to make illegal all forms of racial discrimination, and to put in place 
legislation and supervisory institutions; 

- to protest against the introduction of any new discrimination against 
minority populations; 

- to encourage the development of programmes of equal opportunities in 
education, employment, housing and health care; 

- to enable non-European nationals to acquire full citizenship after not more 
than five years of residence; 

- to entitle those who are legally resident to acquire in due course local 
voting rights; 

- to regularise the situation of so-called clandestine workers; [over] 
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- to sign, ratify and implement fully the relevant conventions and 
agreements of the United Nations, the International Labour Organisation, 
the Conference of Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Council of 
Europe, such as the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, the Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members 
of their Families, and the European Convention on Human Rights, including 
the rights of individual complaint. [EPS] 


(3) The 500th Anniversary of the Presence of Europeans in America 


The Ecumenical Assembly on the theme Justice with Peace at Basel in 1989, and 
the 2nd Assembly of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) in Brazil 
in 1988 both drew attention to the fact that 1992 would mark the 500th 
anniversary of European expansion in the Americas to the detriment of other 
peoples. 


We, the delegates of the European churches to the 10th Assembly of the 
Conference of European Churches, recognise that this anniversary of the voyage 
of Christopher Columbus should be the occasion for us to reflect on the 


consequences of European activity in the Americas. These have included not 
only the proclamation of the Christian Gospel but also the ministry of 
teaching, healing, pastoral care and practical help. We also recall that 


thousands of European men and women have served in other continents and many 


gave their lives in that service. But honesty demands that we recognize also 
the frequently disastrous and corrupting effects of the history of arrogant 
and greedy exploitation of the indigenous civilizations in this and other 
continents. We also need to be aware of the danger of being so preoccupied 
with our own European ethnic and regional issues that we lose sight of the 
grave problems of injustice and poverty which beset people of other 
continents. 


Although our churches have belatedly become aware of the destruction of 
religions and cultures which were already present throughout the Americas (a 
process which amounted in some cases to genocide), we recognize that we have 
so far done very little to react constructively to the tragic effects of 
European conquests in this and other continents: 


- the slave trade, which has had disastrous consequences for the victims in 
Africa and the Americas; 

- the forced removal of people from their land; 

- profoundly unjust economic an sone Saas 

- disproportionate indebtedness; 

- the destruction of the environment by economic and military interests. 


In the face of these facts, we express our repentance and our determination 
to ensure that we do all in our power to make amends for what has been wrong 
in the past. Our repeated declarations of good intentions in favour of 
dialogue in an open partnership will be credible only when they have been 
transformed into practical action in favour of elementary justice, a lasting 
peace, and the safeguarding of the creation. 


It is urgently necessary for the European churches to become actively involved 
in these matters, influencing all those who exercise power: governments, 
business interests, the media and pressure groups. 


It is in any case clear that the many celebrations and festivities which are 
being organized on the occasion of this anniversary do not in any sense 
constitute a suitably penitential response. [EPS] 


(4) The Crisis in Africa 


We, delegates of the European Churches to the 10th Assembly of the Conference 
of European Churches, express our anguished concern for the continent of 
Africa, where so many people are suffering as a result of civil war, drought, 
famine, the continued denial of human rights and the oppressive policies of 
undemocratic governments. 


We commit ourselves to offering practical help to relieve distress, and to 
supporting all efforts to bring peace and justice to the continent of Africa. 
We express our solidarity with the African churches, and our strong support 
for their witness. We pledge ourselves to work and pray for Africa and all 
its peoples. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.29 
Ecutext: Statement by Eminent Persons Group on South Africa 


The following statement was issued by the Eminent Persons Group of the 
Ecumenical Monitoring Programme on South Africa in Johannesburg, 27 September. 
Members of the group are: Sir Paul Reeves (Anglican Observer at the United 
Nations, New York); Christine Davis (President, Council of Churches in 
Britain and Ireland); Bishop Melvin Talbert (United Methodist Church, US, and 
WCC Central Committee member); Jorgen Estrup (Member of Parliament, Denmark) ; 
Bishop Boniface Tshosa Setlalekgosi (Roman Catholic Bishop of Botswana and 
Member of the Southern African Catholic Bishops Conference); Bob Scott (WCC 
staff member); John Evenson (Director, Southern Africa Church News). See 
also item EPS 92.10.01 in this issue. 


The fabric of South African society continues to be torn apart by the violence 
of apartheid. In this year alone up to 1 September, 2483 people have died 
in political violence and 3840 have been injured. 


Violence is ultimately irrational, all-encompassing, and self-perpetuating. 
It is not a recent development in South Africa. 


In the last few years people hoped that the system which utilized violence so 
efficiently in the past would be changed. Those hopes have been dashed. 
Violence continues to be used to thwart the aspirations of people as they lay 
claim to their democratic rights. 


When Christians are faithful they do not endorse the oppressors of society. 
St Luke reminds us that, if the oppressed are to be uplifted and the hungry 
fed, then oppressive governments must be brought down from their thrones and 
the rich share the poverty of the people (Luke 1: 46-55). 


The moral imperative of the Gospel expressed by St Luke has been ignored. 
For the powerful, self-interest remains the basis of the quest for a new South 
Africa. 


At every place we visited people affirmed the need for monitors, both national 
and international, because their very presence has the impact of reducing 
violence. We have been told that it is possible to chart statistically the 
drop in violent incidents, especially in mass demonstrations, when monitors 
are present. 


The linkage to international opinion means that international monitors have 
a particular role and we met no one who would not welcome such a presence. 


There are differing opinions about the exact role of those monitors. The 
State President, for example, expressed a reservation that monitoring should 
not imply a transfer of authority to international agencies. He prefers the 
word "observers". We are convinced that those from the international 
community must not come merely to observe people being killed but should make 
a positive contribution to stop the killings in order that the momentum 
towards a new South Africa can be regained. 


We believe that ecumenical monitors have a unique task and this was confirmed 


in our meetings and discussions, which were not only with church people. We 
come to South Africa in response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
understand peace and justice as two sides of the same coin. We have the 


moral obligation to speak out against any act which has the effect of 
destroying the sanctity of human life. 


We also heard that people recognise the capacity of the church to be impartial 
and therefore ecumenical monitors may play a constructive role in mediation. 


For these reasons we were glad to launch the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme 
on South Africa and inform everyone we met that the first team of ecumenical 
monitors will arrive during the first week of October. [over] 


eminent persons/2 


In the six days we have been in South Africa we have met State President 

F. W. de Klerk, ANC President Nelson Mandela, PAC President Clarence Mlamli 
Makwetu, KwaZulu Chief Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi, members of the Ciskei 
government, representatives of COSATU and NACTU, the Chairman of the National 
Peace Accord and regional Peace Secretariat staff, the United Nations Observer 
Mission, many non-governmental groups such as the Human Rights Commission, 
Peace Action, Black Sash, Lawyers for Human Rights, the Independent Board of 
Enquiry and the National Independent Monitors. Throughout the tour we met 
with church leaders and members. 


We have been in Johannesburg, Soweto, Pretoria, Durban, Ulundi, Port 
Shepstone, the small townships of Bomela and Murchison in Natal, East London, 
Bisho, Mdantsane and Fort Hare University in Alice. We visited Cape Town and 
finished the tour attending an inspiring church service in Boipatong. 


Recommendations 


a We have a deep impression of the urgent need to break the vicious cycle 
of violence. There cannot be free and fair elections until the climate of 
intimidation and violence has abated. At the same time we know that the 
violence will not abate until all sections of society have a voice in the even 
application of the Peace Accord and control of the security forces. The only 
solution to resolve this dilemma is the creation of an interim government, of 
limited duration, whose task it will be to oversee the administration of 
justice and the speedy transition to democratic representative government. 


a The National Peace Accord remains the main framework for resolving the 
violence but we have heard from many people that it has serious flaws in its 
mechanisms and the way it is operating. Many actors in the violence have 
signed the Peace Accord and then ignored its principles. Itigits: oun 
impression that application of the Accord focuses on violations committed by 
the Black community but does not hold the government and its homeland 
structures to the same accountability. The Peace Accord must be applied 
without bias. For this reason we recommend that the Peace Accord itself be 
subject to critical monitoring. 


At present certain security forces of the national and homeland governments 
operate outside the framework of the Peace Accord. For the Peace Accord to 
succeed these exemptions must cease and jurisdictional loopholes be resolved. 


We are particularly struck by the proliferation of weapons and believe there 
should be tighter controls on distribution and ownership. There must be a 
call to disarm all sections of society. 


cn Everyone we spoke to, including government and community leaders, 
endorsed the need for international monitoring to help curb the level of 
violence during the transition period. The presence of international 
monitors has a direct effect on lowing the likelihood of violence. 


We believe that non-governmental organizations, such as the churches and human 
rights agencies, have an important role in the international monitoring 
process. We call upon the present government to continue to be open to the 
presence of international religious and human rights monitors and not to 
hinder their work. This would include the issuing of visas, agreed access 
to government and community agencies and political parties, and the adoption 
of a code of conduct by the security forces and political parties regarding 
their relationship with non-governmental international monitors. 


4. Finally we call on all segments of South African society to abandon the 
use of violence and intimidation in their quest for a new South Africa. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK»pounds, 49.50. US .dollars;,. 62.50.Canadiansdollars;:, 69a50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month. 
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The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


* Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

* Life, Education and Mission (Unit II) 

* Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 
* »~Sharing*ane Service” (Unit fv) 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is now 31 December 1992. 


Kah ake He Mie mh tee 


The World Council of Churches invites applications for the following 
positions: 


General Secretariat/Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations 
* Executive Secretary, Church and Ecumenical Relations 

General Secretariat/Communication Department 

Publications Editor 

Managing Editor, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 


Press and Information Officer 
Journalist, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 
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Unit II - Life, Education and Mission 


* Executive Secretary for Health and Healing 
* Executive Secretary for Health Learning Materials 
* Executive Secretary for Evangelism 


Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation 


* Executive Secretary for Women and Development 
* Executive Secretary, Public Issues/International Affairs 


Full details of each position, together with the conditions of service and 
application form, may be obtained from, and must be returned to, the Personnel 
Office, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2 - before 
31 December 1992. 


ROCKS he Kee Oe ee & 


The following new books are available from WCC Publications, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2: 


"Europe in the World System 1492-1992" Is Justice Possible? by Ulrich Duchrow. 
Price: Str .9°90,) USS#6-50vandeuKes 3095. 


"Evangelistically Yours" by Raymond Fung. 
Pxr3)-COseo Lr See s,, US Shi eS Oeandwike 9.09,5.. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.10.30 
Eminent church team hears testimony on violence, ends mission 


At the beginning of the third day (24 September) of its visit, Sir Paul 
Reeves, leader of an international ecumenical "Eminent Persons Monitoring 
Team", said South Africa is confronted with formidable problems of division 
and great violence (EPS 92.08.58, 09.46, 10.01, 10.29). 


"What we are dealing with here is violence on a huge scale," he said. "The 
systems that express it are so immense, much more so than we deal with in our 
own countries. Apartheid is still alive and well in the economic and other 
systems of this country," he stated. 


Sir Paul, Anglican Representative to the United Nations and former Governor 
General of New Zealand, believes that the things that divide South Africans 
"are as strong, if not stronger, than the things that bring people together." 


His five member team was sent by the World Council of Churches and the Vatican 
in response to requests from the South African Council of Churches and the 
Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops’ Conference to monitor the violence 
and "stand beside those who are victims of the violence." 


The team, which includes persons from Great Britain, the United States, 
Denmark and Botswana, started its visit (22 September) in Natal by meeting the 
Chief Minister of the KwaZulu homeland, Mangosutho Buthelezi. Chief Buthelezi 
welcomed the independent nature of the church’s monitoring effort, but 
complained that church leaders were biased against his Inkatha Freedom Party, 
and did not send representatives to funerals of Inkatha members killed in 
political violence. In Johannesburg meetings with human rights and peace 
action organisations, the ecumenical team was told the level of political 
violence was not abating but continuing at a tragic level. These groups 
suggested the violence was part of a destabilising strategy by those who 
continue to hold power in South Africa under the remaining apartheid 
structures. 


Spokespersons for the Human Rights Commission and the Lawyers for Human Rights 
reported that political violence inhibits the black majority from openly 
debating and organising their own political structures, preventing their 
strong participation in any forthcoming election process. 


In a meeting with the African National Congress, Nelson Mandela told the 
ecumenical visitors that there had been a time when "the ANC was innocent of 
the political violence." But, he said, government security forces had not 
protected people against attacks from homeland police and Inkatha hostel 
dwellers, and ANC supporters had fought back in self defence. Now the ANC was 
no longer innocent in the political violence. 


But Mandela stressed that this was the result of provocation, and that self 
defence was the motive of ANC supporters. 


Mandela spoke movingly of his visit to Boipatong after the massacre of ANC 


people by Inkatha hostel dwellers. "The people were singing a song to me, 
‘You are behaving like lambs while the enemy is killing us’. The question is, 
how do we get out of this mess?", the ANC leader said. 


A quite different view of the violence was given by John Hall, prominent 
industrialist and Chairman of the National Peace Accord. Hall saw the violence 
as primarily a black issue, pointing to a long history of tribal reasons for 
the current climate. He played down the participation of security forces in 
instigating violence, saying all political leaders were ‘responsible in some 
degree for the violence. But Hall asked the ecumenical team to keep the 
violence in perspective. He said that the level of political violence was not 
that high, that more people were killed in traffic and industrial accidents 
than in political violence. "Peace in this country will come with economic 
recovery," Hall told the group. [over] 


monitoring/2 


The team began its third day of investigations listening to representatives 
of the National Peace Accord and the Human Rights Commission in the Natal 
area. 


Dominic Mitchell of the Natal Office of the Peace Accord told the group "all 
efforts must be made to urge all persons to act out their commitment to 
peace." Mitchell said that violence was being used by all groups to influence 
the upcoming electoral process. 


Mitchell encouraged the churches to continue to send monitors to South Africa. 
"One must recognise the impact that a group of international monitors has in 
bringing out the best in people", he said. "When international monitors or 
others are present, people curb their inciting language and go home and have 
tea after the rally rather than go on the rampage to hurt their enemies." 


Further monitoring teams, staffed by international church leaders and lay 
persons with specific expertise, will monitor the violence, the negotiation 
process and the hoped-for election proceedings leading to a democratic, 
non-racial South Africa. 


At the conclusion of its mission (27 September), the group stated that the 
vicious circle of violence in South Africa would be broken only with the 
creation of an inclusive "interim government". The group said that such an 
interim government should be "of limited duration ... to oversee the 
administration of justice and the speedy transition to democratic 
representative government". 


The "eminent church persons" said that they had listened to all sides in the 
current dispute, but cited a passage in St Luke, commonly known as "The 
Magnificat", to say "when Christians are faithful they do not endorse the 
oppressors of society". 


The group criticized the administration of the National Peace Accord, the 
instrument charged with checking the violence. The church team said the Peace 
Accord was focusing on violations committed by the Black opponents of 
apartheid but was not holding central government and the homelands to the same 
accountability. The National Peace Accord itself needed to be subject to 
"Critical monitoring", the church persons stated. 


The group met with State President F.W. de Klerk, ANC President Nelson 
Mandela, Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi, PAC President Clarence Makwetu, 
and members of the Ciskei government. They also met with the chairman of the 
National Peace Accord, representatives of two powerful trade unions, COSATU 
and NACTU, and many human rights and church groups. 


The ecumenical monitoring programme is a joint effort of the World Council of 
Churches and an ecumenical forum in South Africa that includes the South 
African Council of Churches, the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference, and representatives from the Dutch Reformed and Pentecostal 
churches. The Vatican has given its approval to the programme. 


In addition to Sir Paul, the team included Christine Davis, a Quaker and 
President of the Council of Churches in Britain and Ireland, Bishop Melvin 
Talbert of the United Methodist Church, USA and a member of the WCC Central 
Committee, Jorgen Estrup, Danish Parliamentarian and member of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Denmark and Bishop Boniface Tshosa Setlalekgose, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Botswana. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.31 
Central African Anglican bishops on a pastoral visit to Malawi 


The bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the ‘Province of Central Africa, led 
by Khotso Makhulu, paid a pastoral visit to Malawi (21-25 September). 
Concerned at the violation of human rights there, the church leaders noted 
that an irreversible movement for change towards a more democratic and just 
society had started in Malawi and praised the churches for their role in 
upholding the cause of justice. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.32 
RC bishop warns British government, employers against hostility to unions 


A powerful warning to the British government and to employers against 
indulging in hostility towards trades unions has come from the Catholic 
bishops of England and Wales. 


Preaching at the annual Mass on the eve of the Trades Union Congress 
(Blackpool, 6 September), Bishop John Jukes, auxiliary of Southwark and 
chairman of the bishops’ world of work committee, said that in meeting and 
corresponding with government ministers and employers’ representatives he had 
found "substantial hesitation" about the value of trade unions. "On occasions 
I have found positive hostility to their very existence", he added. 


The bishop, who had earlier recalled that the bishops had publicly recommended 
Catholics to join the appropriate union and take an active part in its 
activities, said: "The government should reject any attitude of inbuilt 
hostility to the unions. The government should accept that unions, if they are 
guided by the principles set out in the teaching of the Church, respond to the 
demands of human dignity and are powerful agents in the promotion of the 
common good of all". 


He urged employers to encourage unions that sought to promote the active 
involvement of the work-force in the process and success of the enterprises 
they are working in, and reminded the unions that new times had arrived. 


"While they must protect their members’ due rights, yet the tradition of 
confrontation, if ever it did exist ina particular firm or trade, is over", 
he said. Trade unions have come under increasing restriction under the 
Conservative government that has been in power since 1979. The government is 
now considering a proposal to abolish the right of unions to have their 
members’ dues» deducted automatically from their pay by their employer. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.33 
Canada: Catholic bishops issue statement on 500 years 


The 500th anniversary of evangelization in the Americas is a time to consider 
past accomplishments and failures, as well as to look with hope to the future, 
say Canada’s» Roman Catholic bishops. 


In a pastoral statement, Towards A New Evangelization, the bishops say the 
historic meeting of European and aboriginal American cultures following the 
arrival of Christopher Columbus provided many benefits. "The reality of the 
Americas opened Europeans to a much larger vision of the world, while it also 
encouraged emigration and outreach. The discussions and controversies which 
ensued from the collisions with aboriginal peoples and the enslavement of 
Afro-Americans were significantly important moments in the evolution of our 
understanding of universal human rights and international responsibilities". 


However, the arrival of Europeans, say the bishops, also involved a "tragic 
degree" of intolerance, exploitation and cruelty. "Millions of aboriginal 
Americans", the statement said, "were to die as a result of encountering the 
Europeans". 


The bishops’ statement notes that Christianity arrived with the European 
explorers, who often planted wooden crosses immediately after stepping ashore. 
The Christian presence has had both positive and negative aspects. "Cruel, 
unjust and exploitive actions," the bishops say, "whether by administrators, 
soldiers or settlers were lamentably the actions of those who called 
themselves Christians". The bishops say that the oppression of millions of 
Latin Americans continues, but today it is the North Americans who often 
benefit by the exploitation. "The social oppression and economic slavery of 
Latin Americas today serves to keep our standard of living comfortable and to 
sustain our economic structures." [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.34 
Church of England synod to vote on women priests (Robert Nowell” 


On 11 November next the Church of England will decide whether it is to have 
women priests. The whole of that day has been set aside during the general 
synod’s three-day meeting in London to debate whether or not to give final 
approval to legislation which would allow the ordination of women to the 
priesthood (but not to the episcopate). The debate is to be broadcast live on 
BBC Radio and the second part of it on BBC television as well. 


The crucial vote is expected to take place around 4.30 or 5 p.m., when two- 
thirds majorities in all three of the synod’s houses of bishops, clergy and 
laity will be needed if the measure is to become law. Previous votes suggest 
that, as Wellington said of the battle of Waterloo, it will be "the nearest 
run thing you ever saw in your life". A vote last July, when the measure was 
referred to the convocations of Canterbury and York and the synod’s house of 
laity all sitting separately, suggested majorities of 70 per cent among the 
bishops and 69 per cent among the clergy but only 61.4 per cent among the 
laity - though only 13 lay members (out of 250) would need to switch their 
votes from against to for to provide the necessary two thirds. 


If the measure does obtain the two-thirds majorities it needs - and if the’ 
synod then goes on to approve the two canons that would give it effect and the 
additional measure to provide financial compensation for clergy who feel 
conscientiously unable to continue exercising their ministry in a church with 
women priests - this will not make it immediately possible for women to be 
ordained to the priesthood. 


First the measure has to be approved by both houses of Parliament - something 
which, it is hoped, could take place by June or July 1993 - and then, after 
the measure has been given the royal assent and become law, the two canons 
putting its provisions into effect have to be promulgated. That means another 
synod vote, which it is hoped could take place in November 1993. After that 
the Church of England would be free to start ordaining women priests. But if 
the canons miss the November 1993 deadline, the next meeting of the synod 
(which decided last July to cut its sessions down from three to two a year, 
starting in 1994) would only take place in July 1994, and only after that - 
six years after the draft legislation was brought before the synod - could the 
first English women priests be ordained. 


If the measure fails to obtain the requisite two-thirds majorities the 
question cannot be brought back until after a new synod has been elected in 
the autumn of 1995. Given the complexities of synodical procedure, this means 
that the prospect of women priests would recede to the year 2000 or 2001 at 
the earliest - provided the newly-elected synod were more strongly in favour 
of such a move. 


Meanwhile, whichever way November’s vote goes, the Church of England’‘s bishops 
are concerned to maintain their church’s unity. Last June they said that, 
whatever the outcome of the vote, they would seek to remain in communion with 
each other as bishops of one church, to maintain the unity and integrity of 
the Church of England, to uphold lawful authority within the Church of 
England, and to continue to provide episcopal oversight and pastoral care for 
all members of the Church. This would rule out both any idea of illegal 
ordinations (like those that took place in the USA in advance of the general 
convention’s approval of women priests) and any de facto division of the 
Church of England into one section welcoming women priests and another keeping 
them at bay. 


In a related development, Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey and Archbishop 
of York John Habgood, have called for prayer and tolerance in the run-up to 
the decisive vote. The two leaders said in a joint statement that "a period 
of testing for all in the Church of England lies ahead". They emphasized that 
the vote on 11 November would be a stage in the process of discerning not 
their own wishes but God’s will on this issue for the Church. "We must listen 
not only to what we are saying to one another, but above all to what God is 
Saying to us", they added. Warning against precipitate reactions after the 
vote, they said "there must be no claiming victory or rushing into hasty or 
ill-considered action". [EPS] 


(*Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 
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EPS 92.09.35 
Ecumenical effort to raise funds in the US initiated (rracy gzarly*) 


A new effort to raise large sums from wealthy Americans has been launched to 
offset the declining ability of US denominations to finance ecumenical work. 
Called the Ecumenical Development Initiative, it is a joint project of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) and the (US) National Council of Churches 
(NCC), and they will divide equally any undesignated gifts. 


Officially begun 1 August, the campaign is directed by Albert M. Pennybacker, 
a former pastor of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Fort Worth, Texas. He now teaches at his denomination’s 
seminary in Lexington, Kentucky, and plans to continue there part-time while 
leading the fundraising project. 


The decision to attempt this initiative, he said in an interview, arose from 
an awareness that US member denominations of the councils had insufficient 
income today to fund ecumenical programs adequately. But many individuals 
in those denominations, he said, have substantial resources, and might be 
persuaded to make gifts in the range of US$ 1 million if properly approached. 
A list of 200 potential donors has been drawn up, and a preliminary goal of 
$50 million has been set, he said. 


To explore the idea, NCC general secretary Joan Brown Campbell, who had 
previously worked with Pennybacker decades ago when she lived in Cleveland and 
he was pastor of her church, arranged a November 1990 consultation in Geneva. 


The proposal was further explored by a group that met in November 1991 at 
Trinity Episcopal Church in New York and - after a Memorandum of Understanding 
was approved by executives of the two councils at a Geneva meeting in February 
- by an Ecumenical Development Initiative Committee in Chicago in April. 


Pennybacker said he will continue to live in Lexington, and the day-to-day 
operating officer at the project’s office in New York would be John B. 
Lindner, who will conclude his current work as ecumenical officer of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in December. Russ Reid, an Episcopal layman whose 
California consulting firm has helped non-profit groups with fund-raising, has 
been engaged to provide professional assistance, Pennybacker reported. 


Some key denominational executives, he said, have agreed to help approach 
their members on behalf of the ecumenical campaign, and do not consider it 
competitive with their own fundraising for denominational causes. 


Later on, as another phase of the effort to build "a constituency supportive 
of ecumenical ministries", Pennybacker said, local churches will be asked to 
declare themselves "ecumenical congregations", make special gifts and send 
representatives to a national gathering, perhaps in 1995. 


Although many wealthy Americans supported the work of John R. Mott and other 
earlier aspects of the conciliar movement, positions of the councils on 
political and social issues have since alienated many of the more affluent and 
conservative church members. Pennybacker called his assignment a challenge, 
but expressed confidence that people would respond to his ecumenical appeal. 
[EPS] 


(*Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 


| EPS 92.10.36 
Bolivia: Catholic bishops warn of "dark cloud of poverty" 


Bolivia’s Roman Catholic bishops have warned that the increasing levels of 
_ poverty in Latin America are hanging over the continent like a dark cloud, 
Says a report in Latinamerica Press of 17 September. 


The bishops made their statement during a week of meetings leading to the 4th 
General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops (CELAM), which 
will be held in the Dominican Republic this month. 


Archbishop Luis Saenz of La Paz said the rising level of poverty should be a 
major issue at the meeting. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.37 
WCC global network meeting on refugees and migrants 


Thirty participants and guests from around the world came together (in Geneva, 
28-29 September) for the second meeting of the Global Ecumenical Network on 
Refugees and Migration organized by the World Council of Churches’ Refugee and 
Migration Service. 


Recognizing that uprooted people present unprecedented challenges to the 
ministry of the churches, the network participants agreed to initiate a re- 
examination of church work on refugee and migration concerns. They also 
underlined the urgency of church work to confront the rising tide of racism 
and xenophobia worldwide, which is targeted in many areas against refugees, 
migrants and those who appear "foreign." 


The participants catalogued trends towards more restrictive and hostile 
treatment of people on the move occurring in every region. In addition to 
noting the rising incidences of racist attacks, participants also shared 
concerns about the growing restrictive refugee and migration policies among 
Western governments. They noted particularly the so-called "informal 
consultations" which are held in secrecy and on a regular basis by immigration 
and foreign policy officials without parliamentary oversight or involvement 
of non-governmental organizations. 


The participants also expressed particular objection to the "safe-country" 
concept which appears to have been considered in these informal consultations. 
The concept implies that governments can categorically designate a particular 
country as "safe" so that any claim for asylum by someone from that country 
can be dismissed without consideration. A number of European countries as well 
as Australia and Canada have already begun utilization of this policy. 


While many of the organized national and international church ministries have 
focused'on refugees and asylum-seekers, the network meeting grappled with how 
to respond to the many needs and concerns of other categories of uprooted 
people, including the internally displaced, forced and voluntary migrants. 
It was agreed that the necessary review of church ministry to people on the 
move must begin with a thorough process of theological and Biblical reflection 
focused on the experiences and perspectives of the different regions, which 
is to begin this year. 


The network was formed last year to serve as a global focal point among WCC 
member churches and related ecumenical ministries for information sharing, 
coordination and building common perspectives. Participants included two or 
more representatives from the refugee services of regional ecumenical 
organizations or church bodies in Africa, Europe, Latin America, the Middle 
East, North America and Oceania. The network also provides constituency 
perspective for the work of the WCC Refugee and Migration Service. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.38 
Nicaraguan government decision to tax evangelicals elicits anger 


The strong alliance between the Roman Catholic Church and Nicaraguan President 
Violeta Barrios de Chamorro’s government has angered many Nicaraguan 
evangelicals, reports Latinamerica Press of 10 September. Although they make 
up more than 15 percent of the population, no evangelical holds a significant 
job in government. Evangelicals say such actions as the inclusion of Catholic 
catechism material in school primers, the use of public funds in the 
construction of Managua’s new cathedral, and of both public funds and property 
for a new pontifical university, violate the separation of church and state 
guaranteed in the country’s constitution. A recent decision to tax evangelical 
activities not dedicated "exclusively to worship" has aggravated the tension. 
In a 21-August letter to Minister of the Presidency Antonio Lacayo, Gustavo 
Parajon of the Nicaraguan Council of Evangelical Churches complained of "the 
apparent partiality of the government towards the Roman Catholic Church". 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.39 
Asia youth week to be observed, boycott of multinationals urged 


The Hong Kong-based Asian Ecumenical News Service (AENS) reports in its 14 
September issue that this year’s Asia Youth Week (18-25 October) will be 
observed under the theme, "Youth and Students Walking the Path of Obedience". 


Youth movements of member churches and councils of the Christian Conference 
of Asia (CCA) observe Asia Youth Week every year during the third week of 
October. 


The purpose of the celebration, according to AENS, is to help youth movements 
in Asia to focus together on a common issue affecting them directly or 
indirectly and, through common observance of the week, to express the oneness 
and solidarity of the youth in the region. 


CCA youth secretary Chan Beng Seng said depending on one’s orientation, 
"obedience to God can mean leading a life of ritual pietism or it can lead one 
to exercise one’s faith and responsibility". 


Among other activities planned for the week are worship, Bible studies and 
seminars. The CCA youth department has also urged youth groups to conduct 
special campaigns against multi-national corporations which sponsor military 
action against the people such as in Burma and Thailand. 


In Burma, the CCA youth department is urging the youth there to boycott Pepsi. 
According to Chan, the youth boycott will probably not change the situation 
"but our actions will hopefully have other achievements", he said and added: 
"One is that the action will bring awareness to young people of their 
Christian responsibility of not being associated with, directly or indirectly, 
the oppression of other people. Secondly, if the boycott is followed widely 
enough, it may also bring across to multinational corporations the message to 
stop supporting oppressive regimes with their investments". 


A resource booklet with Bible studies, articles, liturgies, poems and songs 
has been prepared for the occasion by CCA youth. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.40 
Founding of British Council of Churches celebrated 


Celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of the founding of the British 
Council of Churches (BCC) were held in Waterloo, England on 24 September. The 
BCC was dissolved in 1990 to make way for the Council of Churches for Britain 
and Ireland (CCBI) which now includes in its membership the Roman Catholic 
Church and many more of the African and Afro-Caribbean churches. 


John Reardon, general secretary of the CCBI, told the gathering of former 
members of the BCC and staff including two former general secretaries that 
"ecumenism cannot ever be allowed to be an optional extra suitable for the 
enthusiasts. If it is not integral to our Christian discipleship then we are 
already on the wrong tack. 


"Ecumenism is a dimension of all that we are and all that we do as Christians. 
At a time when ecumenical cooperation is at a low ebb in many parts of the 
world the wider ecumenical cooperation in Britain and Ireland is an important 
witness to churches around the world". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.41 
Argentina: economic programme hurting the poor, say RC bishops 


Argentine President Carlos Saul Menem has responded to a call from the 
country’s Roman Catholic bishops for a "humanized economic adjustment", saying 
poverty levels have gone down since he took office, reports Latinamerica Press 
of 17 September. "There is less poverty than there was in 1989", Menem said. 
The president’s quick response may have also been aimed at playing down the 
importance of Health and Social Action Minister Julio Araoz’s agreement with 
the bishops. Araoz said one third of Argentines can no longer cover basic 
needs. In relation to Menem’s remarks, Bishop Jaime de Nevares of Neuquen said 
"there is no worse way to fight poverty than by ignoring it". Bishop Dante 
Sandrelli of Formosa said there is no denying that poverty has increased and 
he criticized the government’s handling of the economic programme. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.42 
Indonesia: religious leaders lose battle to stop abortion law 


Indonesia’s religious leaders - Christian, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist - have 
lost their battle to halt the passage of a law by Indonesia’s House of 
Representatives which will allow abortions "as an effort to save a mother’s 
life", reports Asia Focus of 25 September. The new law is part of a 
comprehensive national health bill. 


Passage of the bill, says Asia Focus, ends nine months of discussion in the 
House, including a 73-day marathon meeting of the House special committee on 
the health bill that was bogged down by the abortion article. 


The House agreed to pass the bill after reaching a compromise that replaced 
the term "abortion" with the phrase "certain medical procedures". 


Observers said the phrase was preferred because the explicit use of "abortion" 
could lead to misunderstandings that the procedure is lawful in any 
circumstances. 


The final article reads: "In emergency situations, as an effort to save a 
mother’s life and/or her foetus, certain medical procedures could be 
performed". 


The law stipulates the "medical procedures" can be performed only by a 
physician who has the expertise and legal authority to do so, and only in 
facilities approved by the government. 


Additionally, the procedures must follow on the recommendation of a team of 
medical and other experts, with the patient’s and her husband’s consent. 
Indonesian government minister of health, Adhyatma, said the government will 
ensure that teams of medical and other experts are available in every 
district: 


According to the new law, violators of the abortion regulations now face up 
to 15 years’ imprisonment and a fine of up to 500 million rupiahs (about USS 
246 000) penalties more severe than under the Criminal Code. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.43 
Brazilian RC bishop receives award for work among indigenous 


Spain’s Comin Foundation presented its 1992 award to Brazilian Bishop Pedro 
Casaldaliga of Sao Félix do Araguaia for his defence of Brazil’s indigenous 
population, reports Latinamerica Press of 10 September. 


The foundation said it was honouring Casaldaliga because he "has shared his 
life with the Indians and the marginalized peoples in the state of Mato 
Grosso. 


In accepting the award, Casaldaliga said he would "continue to keep alive the 
dream of utopia and the struggle for a civilization of poverty as a way of 
building a civilization of love". 


The award was part of the foundation’s alternative commemoration of the 500th 
anniversary of Christopher Columbus’ landing in the Americas. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.44 
Lutheran body says its work should reflect justice, human rights 


All programmes and projects of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) should 
reflect commitment to justice and respect for human rights, said a statement 
issued (22 September) by the LWF council meeting in Madras/India [EPS 
927,10.27.) « 


The statement said that raising justice and human rights issues in public 
statements and informal ways is valuable to promote these concerns, but "long- 
lasting change comes when communities take responsibility for securing their 
own rights and shaping their future". The statement, titled "Justice in 
Humanitarian Aid and Development", was the theme of the council’s meeting. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.45 
Sudan: last Roman Catholic missionaries expelled 


The US-based News Network International (NNI) reports that the last 12 Roman 
Catholic missionaries working in the besieged southern town of Juba (Sudan), . 
have been expelled by Sudanese security forces. The report said six nuns and 
six priests and monks were taken to Juba’s airport and put on a flight to the 
Sudanese capital of Khartoum. 


At the end of August (EPS 92.09.38), a Jesuit missionary, Father Richard 
Cherry, was expelled from Sudan. No reasons for his expulsion were given. He 
was, at that time, the sixth missionary to be expelled from the country. 


According to the NNI report, the Sudanese authorities said they were expelling 
the missionaries for their own safety, as rebels from the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) continue battling government forces for control of the 
town. Church sources, however, say the Muslim-dominated government wanted all 
Westerners out of the area as reports continue leaking out of widespread 
arrests, beatings and killings of animist and Christian residents. 


NNI reports that a spokesperson at the African Inland Mission (AIM) 
headquarters in the United States said four of their missionaries were 
expelled on 3 September, together with all Protestant missionaries who 
remained in Juba. The AIM missionaries were evacuated to Uganda on a relief 
ftaght: 


Meanwhile, on a visit to the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches (8 September), Andrew Mbugo Elisa, an assistant provincial secretary 
and press officer for the Province of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan and 
a member of the WCC Central Committee, told members of the WCC Africa Task 
Force that the situation in Sudan has reached a critical point. 


He said that the government is carrying out massive arrests of intellectuals 
and those suspected of collaborating with the SPLA. He said thousands of 
people have been displaced and lack food and shelter and were exposed to the 
elements because their houses have been burnt down by the security forces. 


He added that the government is engaged in massive killings of the civilian 
population. He cited examples of some people who have been killed because they 
could not produce their identity cards when challenged to do so by the 
security forces. 


Elisa also spoke of a massive airlift of women and children out of the 
southern part of Sudan to Khartoum by the authorities. Able-bodied men, he 
said, were left behind and conscripted to fight the rebels. He said the 
political situation is also worsening as new and repressive laws were being 
introduced all the time. 


Referring to the recent unsuccessful peace talks held in Nigeria under the 
auspices of the Nigerian government, Elisa said the negotiations were held 
only as a formality because the government is undertaking huge military 
offensives against the SPLA. He added that the system of government now being 
introduced in the Sudan resembled that in Libya and in Iran. Many churches 
were being closed as part of the government’s Islamization programme, he said. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.10.46 
Position of Patriarch Alexy II in the CEC clarified 


The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches (CEC) has issued a statement 
clarifying press reports that Patriarch Alexy II of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and former president of the CEC, resigned the presidency at the 
ecumenical body’s 10th Assembly in Prague, 1-11 September [EPS 92.09.46]. 


Press reports also indicated that the Patriarch’s resignation from the CEC was 
one of the difficulties surrounding the election of the new presidium. 


The CEC statement said: "Patriarch Alexy as well as the other seven members 
of the presidium and the 27 members of the Advisory Committee, elected at the 
9th Assembly of the CEC in 1986, came formally to the end of their mandate at 
the beginning of the 10th Assembly in Prague on 2 September, 1992. [over] 


alexy/2 


Patriarch Alexy, as he clearly stated, was not able to offer himself for a new 
mandate among the leadership of the CEC due to his immense responsibilities 
as Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


"The 10th assembly adopted a new Constitution which came into immediate 
effect. According to this Constitution the assembly of the CEC is only charged 
with electing the 35 members of the Central Committee, and this was done". 


The statement concluded: "According to this Constitution, it is the Central 
Committee, during its first full meeting, which is charged with electing the 
Presidium of the CEC, and this, in turn, elects the President and Vice- 
Presidents of the CEC. The first session of the Central Committee will take 
place in March, 1993". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.47 
Christian Conference of Asia officials visit China 


Officials of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) who visited China (10-13 
September) have voiced their desire for the participation of the China 
Christian Council (CCC) in the life and mission of the regional ecumenical 
body, reports the Asian Ecumenical News Service in its 14 September issue. The 
visit was the second to China by CCA officials - the first was in 1988. 


The visit by John V. Samuel, CCA general secretary and Toshitsugu Arai, CCA 
associate general secretary for finance, covered the cities of Nanjing and 
Shanghai and was designed to familiarize the CCA officials with the Church in 
China. Others in the delegation were Tso Man King, Hong Kong Christian Council 
general secretary and Clement John, CCA international affairs secretary. 


Among those the delegation met were Bishop K.H. Ting and Shen Yifan, president 
and general secretary of the CCC respectively. The visitors told their hosts 
of a decision taken at the CCA general committee meeting in July to purchase 
property in Hong Kong to house a CCA centre. 


The AENS report said in light of this decision, the delegation hoped for a 
closer fellowship with the Church in China. The delegation spoke about the CCA 
scholarship programme, the Asia Missionary Support Fund, programmes for women 
and youth and other CCA activities in which the CCC could participate. 


The delegation also visited the Nanjing Union Theological Seminary which 
reopened in 1981 and held discussions with the institution’s principal, Chen 
Zemin who told the visitors that the college has graduated 700 students over 
the past six-to-seven years. 


The CCC resumed its membership in the WCC at the seventh assembly in 
Canberra/Australia, 7-20 February 1991 (EPS 91.02.68). Four Chinese church 
bodies - Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian - were among WCC 
founding members, in 1948, but their membership effectively lapsed in the 
1950s. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.48 
Canadian churches seek European help in saving fisheries 


A Canadian church delegation comprising a Roman Catholic bishop, a United 
Church minister and two lay people paid a visit to the European parliament 
to seek help in saving the northwest Atlantic cod fishery, writes Bob Bettson 
of the United Church Observer. 


A statement signed by the Anglican, Roman Catholic and United Churches, as 
well as the Canadian Council of Churches, asks members of the European 
parliament’s sub-committee on fisheries to put a moratorium on commercial cod 
fishing off Newfoundland and Labrador, increase surveillance and policing 
efforts, and respect recognized international fishing quotas. 


Canada has already imposed a two year commercial fishing ban on cod in its 
territorial waters, but the European Community has yet to match that action. 
The shutdown has caused massive economic dislocation, particularly in 
Newfoundland. The Canadian churches believe preserving the north Atlantic 
fishery is part of good stewardship of God’s creation. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.49 
Latin American church assembly commemorates 500th anniversary 


Around 500 delegates from Christian base communities joined church leaders 
from across the region at an "Assembly of the People of God in Latin America 
and the Caribbean" organized by the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) 
to commemorate the 500th anniversary of Columbus’ "discovery" of the Americas. 


Among the participants at the September assembly in Quito/Ecuador, were Miguel 
d’‘Escoto, a Roman Catholic priest who served as foreign affairs minister under 
Nicaragua’s former Sandinista government, Brazilian Roman Catholic Bishops 
Pedro Casaldaliga and Antonio Fragoso, current CLAI President, Argentinian 
Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura, and Argentinian Nobel Peace Prize-winner 
Adolfo Perez Esquivel. 


Assembly delegates called on the region’s Catholic and Protestant churches to 
work more closely together and suggested that the growing influence of North 
American sects could be halted only "if the region’s mainline churches give 
up the notion that each has a monopoly on Christian truth". 


Keynote speaker Perez Esquivel said Latin American non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) ought to have a say in how the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) attribute loans to the region. "Perhaps that 
way we could prevent credits from being granted to anti-social projects that 
put masses of people out of work or encourage the privatization of state 
enterprises, as is the case at present", he declared, adding that "Such 
credits ought rather to favour the creation of investment in national 
enterprises". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.50 
Brazil: Catholic communicators discuss solidarity 


Ways of supporting the victims of injustice, violence and threats to the 
integrity of creation were the focus of a congress organized in Brazil by the 
International Catholic Press Union (UCIP). Held (22-27 September) in Campos 
de Jordao, some 180 km from Sao Paulo, it was the sixteenth such gathering 
since UCIP’s creation 65 years ago. 


In his report to the congress, UCIP General Secretary Bruno Holtz highlighted 
growth: UCIP’s international network now includes some 1400 young journalist- 
members in 97 countries; ten national or regional associations recently joined 
the International Federation of Catholic Journalists (which is a part of 
UCIP), .and five new press agencies joined its affiliated International 
Federation of Catholic Press Agencies (FIAC). Introducing the theme of 
"Journalism: a path of solidarity", Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace 
head Cardinal Roger Etchegaray challenged the 600 journalists = and 
communicators from 81 countries present at the congress to cover all aspects 
of humanity’s struggle for justice, peace and the integrity of creation ina 
holistic manner. 


Participants described journalists’ efforts in favour of peace, environmental 
protection, ethnic minority rights, women, children, and marginalized groups. 
Responding to an appeal from a well-known local activist on behalf of Brazil's 
street children, participants decided to form a news network to draw 
international attention to the need to prevent violence perpetrated against 
these children and to protect their rights. 


Ecumenical access to the mass media was the subject of a plenary presentation 
by John Foley from the Pontifical Commission on Social Communication. That 
Commission suggested in 1989 that only via a united approach can the churches 
hope to convince the mass media to give more coverage to religious and 
Spiritual areas. Calling on the churches to form a "united front" to claim 
their right to be heard by the mass media and respond to the needs of the 
faithful, as well as to press their demand that the media work for "the common 
good", Bishop Foley urged Christian communicators to share technical 
facilities and work together on training and in joint media campaigns on 
specific topics. 


The meeting elected Giinther Mees, editor of Germany’s Catholic weekly, Kirche 
und Leben, as UCIP’s president. He replaces Jean-Marie Brunot of France. [EPS] 
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| EPS 92.10.51 
Russia: new freedoms boost coverage of Christian themes 


The US-based Reformed Ecumenical Council News Exchange reports in its 
September issue that new freedoms in Russia have made possible more explicit 
discussion of religious themes in various publications. 


News Exchange cites as an example the Russian magazine Youth which, it says, 
now frequently includes Christian material in its columns. The Russian 
publication’s editor says that even under socialism Youth magazine explored 
questions of good and evil, although no explicit references to Christianity 
were permitted. 


Another publication, the Literary Gazette occasionally contains articles by 
foreign evangelical authors which, according to News Exchange, are money- 
making ventures for editors. Under the old regime, these publications had 
large circulations and government subsidies. Now they have smaller groups of 
readers and have to rely on subscription income and advertising to pay their 
staff. 


One publishing company called Protestant Publishing, says News Exchange, is 
openly Christian. Its head, Alexander Semchenko, went to prison four years ago 
for publishing Christian material. In the first five months of this year, he 
published 44 titles with five million copies. These are distributed in 25 of 
the company’s own bookstores. The company also produces a weekly newspaper 
with a circulation of 175 000. [EPS} 


EPS 92.10.52 
Honduras: new agricultural law described as "inhuman" 


A commission appointed by the Honduran Conference of [Roman] Catholic Bishops 
has described the country’s new agriculture law as "inhuman", reports 
Latinamerica Press. 


The bishops asked the Social Ministry Commission, which included agricultural 
experts, lay people and religious, to study the agricultural law which was 


.. passed in April. The law was designed to modernize the Honduran agricultural 


sector and has provoked an outcry from the country’s poor campesinos. 


According to the church commission, the new law will allow a higher 
concentration of land in the hands of large landowners and foreign companies. 
This, the commission said, will lead to more unemployment in the countryside 
and increased problems in the cities due to new waves of migration. "This new 
process will generate new levels of dependency, expressed by the concentration 
of land in the hands of foreigners, export-oriented production and the loss 
of self-sufficiency in the country", the commission said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.53 
Malaysia: RC bishop urges opposition to Islamic law 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur, Anthony Soter Fernandez, has 
urged the cooperation of religious leaders in Malaysia to help stop the 
introduction of Islamic law into state constitutions and thereby protect the 
civil rights of non-Muslims, Asia Focus reports in its 25 September issue. 
This would first require an amendment to the federal Constitution. 


In a statement he issued to the press (18 September), the archbishop said the 
state government in Kelantan is determined to introduce Shariah (Islamic) law 
which, if passed, would also subject non-Muslims to some of its aspects. He 
said Christians and adherents of other religions must exercise their 
"responsibility to influence all members of parliament" to oppose amending the 
federal constitution to permit introduction of Islamic law to Kelantan". 
Kelantan, a predominantly Muslim state bordering Thailand, has been ruled by 
the Parti Islam, which campaigned to incorporate hAudood into the state 
constitution. Hudood is an Islamic form of punishment which requires thieves’ 
hands to be chopped off, murderers executed and adulterers stoned. According 
to Britannica World Data, 52 percent of Malaysia’s 18 million people are 
Muslim. Christians account for six percent. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month. 


KEK KKKEKKEKKEKKEKKEK 


The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

Life, Education and Mission (Unit II) 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 
Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


+ £ + 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is now 31 December 1992. 


ROP RCE Mk TRIE TX 


The World Council of Churches invites applications for the following 
positions: 


General Secretariat/Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations 


* Executive Secretary, Church and Ecumenical Relations 


General Secretariat/Communication Department 


Publications Editor 

Managing Editor, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 
Press and Information Officer 

Journalist, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 


+ + + 


Unit II - Life, Education and Mission 


* Executive Secretary for Health and Healing 
* Executive Secretary for Health Learning Materials 
* Executive Secretary for Evangelism 


Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation 


* Executive Secretary for Women and Development 
* Executive Secretary, Public Issues/International Affairs 


Full details of each position, together with the conditions of service and 
application form, may be obtained from, and must be returned to, the Personnel 
Office, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2 - before 
31 December 1992. 


eRe” HIKE eee OK 


The following new books are available from WCC Publications, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2: 


"Europe in the World System 1492-1992: Is Justice Possible?" by Ulrich 
Duchrow. Price: Sfr 9.90, USS 6.50 and UKE£ 3.95. 


"Evangelistically Yours" by Raymond Fung. 
Price: Sfr 25.--, US$ 17.50 and UKE 9.95. 
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EPS 92.10.54 
Serbian church leader urges peace in former Yugoslavia (tracy Early*) 


Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Pavle of Belgrade arrived in Chicago/USA (1 
October) to begin the first-ever visit of a patriarch to the Serbian Orthodox 
Church in the USA and Canada. His schedule included time in New York,. 
Washington and other North American cities before his return home (26 
October). 


He was accompanied by a delegation including Metropolitan Amfilohije of 
Montenegro, Bishop Stefan of Zica, Bishop Iriney of Nish, Father Mihajlo 
Arnout and Hieromonk Marko Momcilovic. 


In addition to visiting Serbs of North America, they were reaching out to 
other Orthodox, the wider Christian community and the North American public 
at large in an attempt to counter a widespread view that the violence in the 
former Yugoslav area is primarily the fault of Serbs. They argued that much 
of the media had displayed bias in failing to point out that Serbs, too, had 
often been victims of violence and injustice. 


Their goal was also to raise funds for humanitarian aid, and appeal for an end 
to the trade sanctions imposed by the United Nations. Help from outside will 
be essential to the survival of many children, refugees, poor people and 
others through this coming winter, they said. 


In a 7 October interview in New York, the patriarch said the three groups 
fighting in the former Yugoslavia - Serbs, Croatians and Muslims - were all 
"equally victims" of the war. "The war benefits only our common enemy, the 
devil", he said. Pavle said the United States and other Western countries 
could best serve the cause of peace by looking at the total picture. Calling 
the world to an examination of conscience, he asked: "Is it right to impose 
sanctions that hurt the most innocent and most impoverished?". 


The North American visit came shortly after Pavle met at Chateau de Bossey, 
near Geneva, with Croatian Roman Catholic Cardinal Franjo Kuharic of Zagreb, 
and joined him in an appeal for an immediate, unconditional ceasefire and an 
end to the practice of "ethnic cleansing" (EPS 92.10.26). Ra’is ul Ulama Jakub 
Selimoski, head of the Islamic community, and his delegation, who were 
scheduled to attend the meeting, were unable to travel out of Sarajevo. 


In the New York interview, Pavle said Serbs received news of the joint appeal 
"with great comfort and hope". He also said he and Kuharic took some steps 
toward resolving Orthodox-Roman Catholic tensions. 


Despite the antagonisms of history, most immediately those of the Nazi era in 
the Second World War and the ensuing Communist period, Pavle said he believes 
Serbs, Croatians and Muslims could live together in peace. He suggested the 
cantonal system of Switzerland as a possible model. 


The patriarch said he was hoping for elections in Serbia this fall, and hoped 
they would be fair and bring a new government. At a meeting held this past 
May, the Serbian Synod of Bishops broke openly with the government of Slobodan 
Milosevic (EPS 92.06.11). 


Pavle said the Serbian Church was not a political organization. But he said 
it "had to call to Milosevic’s attention" the reality that no one individual 
or party could resolve the issues facing Serbs. So the church, he said, called 
for a government of national salvation and unity that would be multi-party and 
embrace as many sectors of society as possible. 


(*Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer.) 


EPS 92.10.55 
Guatemala: Catholic bishops "apologise" for slavery 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Guatemala have issued a joint pastoral letter 
asking forgiveness for the wrongs inflicted on the indigenous peoples of 
Guatemala in the last five centuries, reports The Tablet. The pastoral, "500 
years of sowing the Gospel", affirms that "the seeds of the Word" were already 
present in the peoples and cultures of Latin America before the arrival of the 
Europeans. Some missionaries, however, were "unable to overcome the false idea 
that European culture was superior", the bishops’ letter said. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.56 
Malawi: party officials conspired to kill bishops, says opposition group 


An opposition group in Malawi has said that senior members of the ruling 
Malawi Congress Party conspired to murder the country’s Roman Catholic bishops 
following the release of a pastoral letter critical of the autocratic rule of 
"Life President" Kamuzu Banda on 8 March this year (EPS 92.04.07, 05.50, 
06.35). 


In their letter, the bishops had criticised the Malawian government for the 
unjust land distribution, defective health and education services, 
imprisonment for legitimate dissent, and widespread nepotism and corruption 
in economic and political life. The letter drew an immediate and angry 
response from the government. The seven bishops were all detained for eight 
hours. One of them, an Irishman, was ordered to leave the country. 


The Alliance for Democracy (AFORD), a grouping of prominent Malawian citizens 
opposed to Banda’s rule, said in a press statement late September that they 
are in possession of tape recordings of an Extraordinary Convention of the 
Malawi Congress Party held on 11 March in the capital city of Lilongwe. The 
statement said the recordings "reveal that senior officials of the Party 
agreed that the Bishops should be killed". 


"The Alliance for Democracy is outraged by these deeply disturbing and obscene 
tape recordings which confirm what has been known all along about the 
character and morals of those who claim to be our leaders. 


"The recordings demonstrate quite clearly that the most senior officials of 
the Malawi Congress Party are prepared to kill anyone they regard as critical 
of the government - even members of the clergy", the AFORD statement said. 


The statement, which named some of the Malawi Congress Party officials present 
at the Extraordinary Meeting, said the evidence "clearly puts into serious 
question the integrity" of some of the high ranking party officials "and 
undermines the legitimacy of their leadership". 


The statement added: "As concerned and patriotic citizens of this country, we 
are calling on the Life President to dismiss immediately all those connected 
with the conspiracy to murder the bishops. It is totally unacceptable, indeed 
criminal, to allow people who have conspired to commit political 
assassinations to continue in office as ministers and party leaders". 


The Alliance for Democracy was formed at a meeting in Lilongwe (20 September) 
of "concerned Malawian citizens", a statement released after their meeting 
said. The statement added that the group has been formed "to campaign openly, 
through peaceful and lawful means, for democratic reform". 


Malawi has been ruled as a one-party state by Kamuzu Banda since the land- 
locked, former British territory gained independence in 1964. Opposition has 
been met with an iron fist and most of those expressing divergent views have 
been forced into exile or jailed. 


In June this year (EPS 92.06.40), the WCC wrote to President Banda and 
expressed "great concern" over the developments in the country. Particularly, 
the WCC urged the release of all political prisoners, including Chakufwa 
Chihana, a leading trade unionist who was detained upon his return to Malawi 
from Zambia in March where he had gone to attend a meeting of Malawian 
political exiles. The WCC letter urged Banda "to heed the call for peaceful 
political change which would be in tune with the deep African spiritual value 
of life and family". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.57 
Thurian, Swiss theologian, named to Vatican commission 


Max Thurian has been named to the 30-member international theological 
commission which advises the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. Thurian, 71, co-founder of the Taizé Community, was a Swiss Reformed 
pastor before being ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood in 1987. During 
the 1970s he worked closely with the WCC Faith and Order Commission and served 
as editor of the six-volume collection of responses by churches to its 
document on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.58 
Reeves expresses hope for South Africa’s future (rracy zarly*) 


Archbishop Paul Reeves, leader of the Eminent Persons Group that visited South 
Africa (22-27 September), said in an interview that he came away believing in 
the possibility of a peaceful transition to a democratic future (EPS 92.10.01, 
10.30). 


He was impressed, he reported, by the patience of the African National 
Congress (ANC) in working for this future, by the commitment of the churches 
to helping build a new society and by examples of cooperation in local areas. 


Because of the current violence and other "horrendous" problems troubling 
South Africa, however, the national leadership should make needed political 
decisions "sooner rather than later", he said. Predicting an interim 
government would come into existence within months, he said elections should 
follow in a year or two. 


Reeves, an Anglican from New Zealand, was interviewed (5 October) at his 
office in New York, where he serves as his communion’s representative to the 
United Nations. The group he led in South Africa initiated the Ecumenical 
Monitoring Programme sponsored by the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 
and the South African [Roman] Catholic Bishops Conference, with international 
sponsorship by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches and the Vatican 
Council on Justice and Peace. 


The group found violence was escalating, Reeves said, and could become more 
widespread. The black majority cannot trust the government security forces, 
extremists are found among all factions and armed criminal elements operate 
in Soweto and other black townships, he said. 


Economic inequality and the despair that could follow if people lost hope, he 
added, are also factors that bring urgency to the call for rapid change. 


Further obstacles to a peaceful transition, Reeves said, are the black 
"homelands", created by apartheid but now "a power base that black interests 
are not prepared to give away". He noted that KwaZulu Chief Minister 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, one of many leaders the group talked with, opposed the 
political stance of the SACC. But though an arrangement for South Africa’s 
future without Buthelezi would be possible, Reeves said, one that included him 
would be preferable. 


Reeves said his group did not talk with the leadership of the predominant 
white church in South Africa, the Dutch Reformed, which remains outside the 
SACC and the Ecumenical Monitoring Programme. He said, however, that South 
African President F.W. de Klerk and his supporters seemed to be ahead of the 
thinking in that church. 


The group met Communists who participate in the structure of the ANC, Reeves 
said, but did not hear discussions of their role or their commitment to a 
democratic future. "I will be listening closely to how they face up to those 
questions", he said. 


De Klerk told the visiting group that the term "monitors" might suggest an 
encroachment on the government’s responsibility, and that "observers" would 
be better. Reeves said the ecumenical monitoring group, representing the 
churches rather than a governmental body, could not infringe on government 
sovereignty, and that they were to do more than merely observe. Despite this 
disagreement, Reeves said, de Klerk indicated he would facilitate the activity 
of the visitors in such matters as getting visas. [EPS] 


(Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 


EPS 92.10.59 
Sudanese church leader dies, WCC sends condolences 


The World Council of Churches sent a message of condolences (5 October) to 
General Secretary Ezekiel Kutjok of the Khartoum-based Sudan Council of 
Churches (SCC) on the death of Elinana J. Ngalamu, retired archbishop of the 
Episcopal Church of the Sudan. The WCC message said "our thoughts and prayers 
are with you, his family and his church". Ngalamu died at his home in Khartoum 
and was buried 6 October in the Sudanese capital. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.60 
Australia: church leaders urge government aid to Africa 


A statement issued by leading Australian Anglican church leaders (30 
September), has called on the government to commit Australia to long-term 
development partnership in Africa and signalled the church leaders’ intention 
to make overseas aid an issue in the coming Australian election, reports the 
Sydney-based Anglican Press Service (see EPS 92.10.82 in this issue for full 
text). 


The statement, "Australia’s Commitment to Africa" was released in Sydney by 
the Anglican Primate and Archbishop of Melbourne, Keith Rayner, the Anglican 
Archbishop of Sydney, Donald Robinson, the chairman of the Australian Board 
of Missions, Ken Mason, and the acting federal secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society of Australia, Ross Hall. 


"The commitment by ordinary Australian families to the appeals for Somalia 
reflect, we think, a broader willingness to support development partnership 
in Africa and provides a lead to the government", Rayner said. 


"An ongoing Australian commitment rather than an ad hoc response to Africa’s 
human and economic development is required if we are to take seriously the 
challenges Africa poses. Australia can take a more active role based on its 
areas of expertise and take an international lead in drawing wealthier 
countries into African partnership", he said. 


According to Archbishop Robinson, involvement by Australia in Africa is more 
natural than many recognise. 


"The Anglican Church in Australia, for example, has a very long history of 
sending people and resources for human and economic development work in 
Africa", Archbishop Robinson said. 


He added: "At the moment, Australian Anglicans are supporting relief and 
development projects in Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Mozambique, Zaire, and South Africa. "When you consider the broad and 
enthusiastic links through other churches, through aid groups, and the links 
through the commonwealth, consider the opportunity we have to match Australian 
expertise to African problems. There is a very strong case for strengthening 
partnership". 


According to the APS report, both leaders indicated that they will seek to 
comment on aid during the forthcoming election. 


Said Archbishop Rayner: "Our role in the world and the level of our aid budget 
should and will be an electoral issue, and we will, as we have in the past, 
enter and encourage public election debate on the aid policies of the parties 
as our conscience and our church members require." [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.61 
USA: ecumenical delegation to Haiti reports human rights abuses 


A delegation of the (US) National Council of Churches (NCC) which visited 
Haiti (27 August-1 September) has reported continued human rights violations 
and hardships, particulalry for the poor, under the international economic 
embargo. 


The international community imposed an economic embargo on Haiti following the 
ouster of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide by the military on 30 September 
1991 (EPS 91.10.30). The NCC delegation also reported that "the vast majority 
of Haitians continue to live in a climate of fear and insecurity. 
Extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detention, torture, threats and 
intimidation are routine a year after the September 1991 coup. 


"Furthermore, the security forces are also responsible for widespread 
extortion and are generally believed to participate in violent robberies and 
assaults. The delegation found that while political leaders and popular 
organizers are the prime targets of Haiti’s security forces, almost any form 
of organization or even meeting is viewed with suspicion and susceptible to 
attack." [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.62 
Indian study reveals discrimination within the churches : 


A recently published study by Indian Dalit Jesuit sociologist Antonyraj SJ 
assesses the extent to which untouchability is practised within the church in 
the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. The study was designed to help persuade the 
government to list Dalit Christians among the "Scheduled Castes" so that they 
may benefit from the "protective discrimination" accorded to Hindu Dalits. 


Antonyraj interviewed some 9000 Dalit Christian families (1.2 percent of Tamil 
Nadu’s Christian population), of whom nearly 80 per cent live in rural areas. 
Data revealed that many churches have separate chapels, seating arrangements, 
and cemeteries, refuse to allow Dalits to serve as altar boys or lectors or 
to participate in washing-of-feet ceremonies, and restrict religious 
processions to non-Dalit residential streets. 


It was also revealed that caste Christians, including nuns and priests, 
demonstrate a substantial level of discrimination in their personal approach 
to Dalits. Dalit respondents said caste Christians tend not to visit their 
homes, drink water or eat food offered to them, accept Dalits as friends or 
colleagues, or admit them into their homes. Furthermore, caste Christians 
expect submissive forms of address and body postures, address Dalits by their 
caste appellation, treat Dalit elders disrespectfully, and allude to "caste 
mentality”. 


Extensive evidence of the economic discrimination of which Dalit Christians 
are victims appears in the study data on their occupations (7 per cent of the 
respondents are agricultural labourers and 55 per cent work with livestock or 
in forestry), home ownership, nutrition, health, educational level, etc. 


Antonyraj considers that "the economic plight of Dalits has been tied to the 
issue of landlessness which, in an agricultural society like India, is an 
important consideration. The landed high caste deprived the Dalits of owning 
land or property of any kind. This was intended to ensure a continuous and 
permanent labour force. Landless and dependent, the lower castes lead an 
economically unfree and penurious life." 


The study also confirmed Christian Dalits "experience or felt powerlessness" 
in politics and government, but also within the church. "The [Roman Catholic] 
church has under its control vast landed property, medical and educational 
institutions, developmental organs", Antonyraj says. 


"These various departments are largely manned by non-Dalits and authority is 
in the hands of non-Dalit priests who occupy 92.3 per cent of the offices in 
the five Catholic dioceses. ... The ennui of powerlessness faced by Dalit 
Christians in the church is a matter of deep concern", he concludes. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.63 
RC bishops express expectations of CELAM 


Three Roman Catholic bishops attending the 16th congress of the International 
Catholic Press Union (UCIP) discussed their expectations in regard to the 
fourth General Assembly of CELAM (the Latin American Episcopal Conference) at 
a press conference attended by more than 200 journalists. 


The UCIP congress took place in Brazil in September; the CELAM Assembly began 
on 12 October in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic). 


The three bishops - Ivo Lorscheider and Pedro de Casaldaliga from Brazil, and 
Luciano Metzinger of Peru - agreed that the success of Vatican plans for a 
"new evangelization" of Latin America depends on its willingness to 
decentralize the management of the Catholic Church. Such decentralization was 
provided for by Vatican II, according to the bishops. 


"The national episcopal conferences are well qualified to identify tasks in 
this area since they understand the faithful, their way of life and their 
spiritual needs," Lorscheider argued. [over] 


celam/2 


Metzinger, who at 83 has accumulated considerable experience of ministry in 
Peru’s rural areas, suggested that "inculturation" was another important 
factor in a new evangelization. One of the reasons why the Catholic Church has 
been unable to fully reach poor people and indigenous communities with its 
message, said Metzinger, is that it failed to take seriously their symbolism 
and cultural traditions. 


The three bishops expressed the hope that CELAM would reaffirm the second 
(Medellin 1968) and third (Puebla 1979) Episcopal Conferences’ "option for the’ 
poor", in spite of the fact that conservative elements in the Latin American 
episcopate and within the Vatican were trying to "dilute" this option. 


For Casaldaliga, the Catholic Church can hardly shelve this option when 
impoverishment is gathering momentum on the continent. Governments should be 
asked to drop their neo-liberal policies in favour of distributive justice, 
he said. 


The bishops also agreed that the church ought wholeheartedly to support 
political and social democratization and the effort to combat official 
corruption across the continent. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.64 
Church bodies urge British government not to decrease overseas aid 


Christian Aid, a London-based church-related relief and aid agency has urged 
the British government to increase its overseas aid and abandon plans to make 
a 15 per cent cut in the aid budget, according to a press release issued 
earlier this month. The Council of Churches for Britian and Ireland also 
issued a statement (2 October) urging the British government not to cut 
overseas aid. 


"Cutting aid runs contrary to the commitment made in the Conservative election 
manifesto and to a pledge Prime Minister John Major made to parliament after 
the Earth Summit in June", said Christian Aid’s director Michael Taylor. 


"It is a kick in the teeth for Africa where 40 million people face starvation, 
and turns a blind eye to the public concern reflected in the excellent 
response we have had to our latest appeal. 


"It also adds to the burden caused by the devaluation of the pound, which 
means that the government’s Overseas Development Administration can do 10 per 
cent less with the money it has already got". 


He added: "The savings achieved by a 15 per cent cut in aid could be made with 
only a 1.4 percent cut in the defence budget. Yet aid has become a prime 
target, and Britain is even further away from meeting the UN aid target of 0.7 
per cent of GNP. At a time when we could be taking a lead in aid giving, as 
president of the European Community, this country looks likely to slide even 
further down the league table of aid-giving nations". 


The press release said Christian Aid’s report, "British Overseas Aid 1975- 
1990", shows that UK aid, measured as a percentage of GNP, fell during the 
1980s. A slight increase last year and promises made after the Earth Summit 
raised hopes that this trend would be reversed. Current reports suggest that 
the downward trend will be resumed. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.65 
USA: Lutheran, Episcopal leaders in full communion talks 


The US-based Episcopal News Service reports in its 1 October issue that a 
dozen bishops from the Episcopal [Anglican}) Church and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America met (4 September) to discuss the possibility that 
their churches will accept a proposal for. full communion. 


The Concordat of Agreement, the result of over two decades of dialogue, was 
released last year in January (EPS 91.02.02) and must be studied before the 
churches take action, possibly in 1997. 


The Concordat proposed that the two churches would remain "autonomous", but 
become "interdependent in doctrine, mission, and ministry". [over] 


lutheran-episcopal/2 


Bishop Edward Jones of Indianapolis told his colleagues from the ecumenical 
committees of the two churches that "the Episcopal Church is challenged 
ecumenically as we have never been challenged before. 


"Never has there been a doorway toward full communion more thoughtfully 
crafted than this one. Never has the preparatory groundwork been so thoroughly 
ploughed. We have before us the opportunity as Episcopalians to offer the 
ecumenical movement a great and enduring gift. If we fail to do so, it will 
be at our own peril - as well as the peril of God’s church", he said. 


Jones, former chair of the Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations, said 
that the challenge is "how to make clear that what is being proposed will in 
important ways enhance the life and mission of the church in our quest to be 
faithful to the Gospel". 


He said that the question is, "Can we do mission better because of the 
Concordat - or in what ways does our lack of full communion inhibit and weaken 
the mission of the church?". He said that Episcopalians, in studying the 
proposal, will be deeply interested in the practical implications. 


Bishop Ralph Kempski, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America bishop for 
Indiana/Kentucky, agreed with Jones that God was offering the two churches "a 
special opportunity". Yet he said that the perception persisted among many 
Lutherans that they were the only ones being called upon to change. Most 
Lutherans, he said, do not understand what it means for Episcopalians to 
suspend the rules governing ordination to allow Lutherans to serve Episcopal 
parishes. 


At their meeting in New Orleans (7-11 March 1991), the bishops of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America cautioned their church council to take 
"no action" on a proposal for US Lutheran-Anglican full communion "until there 
is agreement that the doctrine and practice of this church are not 
compromised". The bishops at the time voted 45-12 with one abstention for the 
proposal (EPS 91.03.51). 


EPS 92.10.66 
Brazilian indigenous leader says God is present in all nature 


A Brazilian indigenous leader, Marcos Terena, has said that although "we can’t 
see God ... the creator is in all of nature", reports Latinamerica Press of 
24 September. 


The relationship between God and nature is one of the strongest forces behind 
the Brazilian indigenous peoples’ fight to save the environment. "We are 
defending God", Terena said. 


The indigenous leader of the Terena Indians in the southwestern state of Mato 
Grosso do Sul said his people will never teach the "whites" their ways of 
relating to the divine because they "will learn and then turn around and 
destroy" what they have learned. 


The Latinamerica Press report said Terena recently participated in a round 
table discussion organized by the University of Sao Paulo on "Multiculturalism 
in America: Coexistence of Religions". Other participants included Catholic, 
Muslim, Buddhist and representatives of other faiths present in Latin America. 


"Christianity has been confused with the dominant model, so it takes on and 
tries to devour other denominations, making ecumenical dialogue difficult", 
said Nancy Cardoso, a Methodist pastor. "The struggle for life women go 
through everyday is an example of ecumenism", she added. [EPS] 


EPS: 92.10.67 


Vatican meeting says child sex abuse is new form of slavery 


The sexual exploitation of children is "a new and lamentable slavery", the 
Pontifical Council for the Family stated at the end of an international 
conference in Bangkok/Thailand, reports the Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet, 
of 26 September. The conference, convened by the pontifical council, examined 
ways of checking the practice "which destroys physically, psychologically and 
morally so many child victims". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.68 
The Netherlands: Mennonites, Baptists hold theological talks 


Representatives from the Baptist World Alliance and the Mennonite World 
Conference met in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, during the first week of August 
to conclude a series of theological conversations between the two bodies which 
were started in 1989 (EPS 92.07.24). The meeting ended with a report to the 
general councils of the two world bodies. The report addresses three main 
topics: authority, church, and mission of the church in the world. The report 
also highlights instances of already existing cooperation between Mennonites 
and Baptists and recommendations for future interchange. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.69 
Kenya: Ecumenical body’s new headquarters inaugurated 


The All Africa Conference of Churches’ new headquarters in the Kenyan capital 
city of Nairobi was inaugurated 12 September at ceremonies led by Southern 
African-Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Construction work on the 1.5 million 
US dollar structure started in 1974 and was halted a number of times due to 
a shortage of funds. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.70 
Theologian links human survival to economy 


The world’s economic problems are becoming increasingly cultural and if 
humankind does not solve them it will not survive, the 10th assembly of the 
Conference of European Churches which met in Prague (1-11 September) was told. 
Slavica Singer, a professor of economics at Osijek University in Croatia told 
the meeting that Yugoslavia had been unable to build a consistent political 
and economic system based on economic efficacy, humanity and democracy for two 
reasons: the absence of democracy in Serbia and the "inefficient and immoral 
slow responses and actions of the various world and European mechanisms" —- the 
United Nations and the European Community. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.71 
USA: Lausanne Committee on Evangelization elects new chairperson 


The executive committee of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization has 
elected John Reid as its chairman. Reid, Anglican bishop of South 
Sydney/Australia, was elected (3 September) during the committee’s meeting in 
Azusa, California/USA. He succeeds Leighton Ford who held the position for 16 
years. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.72 
Talks between European & American Baptists please former official 


Keith Parker, former European director of the Foreign Missions Board (FMB) of 
the Southern Baptist Convention who resigned under protest earlier this year 
due to actions of FMB trustees to defund a Swiss Baptist theological seminary 
at RUuschlikon (EPS 92.03.14), has said he is "pleased" with the results of the 
consultation between the European Baptist Federation and FMB leaders which 
took place in Hamburg, Germany, (11-12 September). "Anytime God grants some 
peace and unity within the family, we rejoice", Parker said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.73 
Finland: seminar debates effects of religion on war and peace 


An international seminar on religious teachings regarding peace and their 
influence on war and peace was held in Helsinki/Finland in August, according 
to a report from News from the Church of Finland. The meeting, which was 
attended by scholars of faiths from around the world, heard papers on peace 
and pacifism in religious teachings and practice, the exploitation of religion 
in stimulating enmity among peoples, and the relation between religion and 
nationalism today. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.74 
Southern Baptists appoint new interim president 


Don Kammerdiener has been named interim president of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board to replace Keith Parks who retires 30 October. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.75 
Angolan Methodist bishop scores another first | 


Bishop Emilio J. M. deCarvalho of Luanda/Angola was elected (mid-September) 
as president of the US-based United Methodist Commission on Archives and 
History by the Commission’s directors and thereby became the first bishop from 
outside the US to head one of the 13 churchwide agencies. In 1991 he became 
the first African bishop to be elected president of the church’s council of 
bishops (EPS 91.03.51). [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.76 
Swiss RC bishops oppose abortion pill 


The Swiss Roman Catholic bishops’ conference has opposed legalisation of the 
French-made abortion pill RU486, reports The Tablet. A statement signed by the 
conference’s president, Bishop Pierre Mamie of Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg, 
said their opposition to abortion included a commitment to increased 
financial and emotional support to pregnant women in difficult situations and 
to making society more welcoming for children. More than a thousand Swiss 
doctors have signed a petition asking the Swiss government to legalise sale 
of the pill, which induces abortion in the earliest stages of pregnancy. [EPS] 


| EPS 92.10.77 
Italy: Baptist Union meets, future work on agenda 


The 32nd general assembly of the Italian Baptist Union was held (16-20 
September) in Rome under the theme "The truth will make you free"and attracted 
120 delegates, ministers and lay people from 80 local churches. The two-yearly 
assembly examines and audits the work of the executive committee and of the 
committees of its centres and of the theological and evangelization 
departments. The meeting laid down guidelines for the executive committee’s 
work for the next two years, and elected Franco Scaramuccia as the union’s new 
president. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.78 
Australia: first woman appointed to high post in Uniting Church 


The Uniting Church in Australia’s national Assembly Standing Committee has 
appointed Dorothy McRae-McMahon, 58, as director for mission, according to a 
10-September press release from the UCA. She becomes the first woman to hold 
the position and to be appointed to such a senior position in the Uniting 
Church. She takes up her appointment in February next year. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.79 
Philippines: gunmen kill radio preacher 


Unidentified gunmen in the southern Philippines city of Zamboanga killed a 
Protestant radio preacher, a technician and a bystander in a 21 September 
attack on a radio station belonging to the Far East Broadcasting Company, 
reports New Network International of 23 September. Gregorio Hapalla, 58, was 
shot while hosting a Bible reading and public service programme in the Tausug 
language, used by Muslims in Zamboanga. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.80 
Evangelist Billy Graham’s son to distribute Bibles in China 


The US-based East Gates Ministries International (EGMI) has signed an 
agreement with the China Christian Council to print Bibles at the Amity Press 
in Nanjing and distribute them to all Christians in China, according to a 26 
September press release from the EGMI. Ned Graham, president of EGMI and son 
of veteran evangelist Billy Graham said the agreement sets a historical 
precedent because not since 1949 have all Christians inside China had such 
free opportunity legally to obtain copies of the Word Of God. [EPS] 


Pro 9251 O.ou 


Tibet: women forced to abort? 


Martin Moss, president of Campaign Free Tibet told 300 delegates to the annual 
conference of the Society for the Protection of the Unborn Child (18-20 
September in Nottingham/ England) that Tibetan women are being forced to 
undergo abortion and sterilization by Chinese authorities, a report in the 


Church Times of 2 October said. [EPS] 
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. EPS 92.10.82 
Ecutext: Australia’s Commitment to Africa 


[This is the text of a joint statement issued (30 September) by Keith Rayner 
(Primate of the Anglican Church), Donald Robinson (Archbishop of Sydney), Ken 
Mason (Chairman, Australian Board of Missions), and Ross Hall (Acting Federal 
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society of Australia) on Australian 
government aid to Africa]. (see related item in this issue EPS 92.10.60.) 


During recent weeks Australians have again revealed their generosity and 
solidarity with the vulnerable of the earth by their response to the plight 
of the people of Somalia. 


While the immediate needs of the millions in Somalia facing starvation and 
disease have been brought home to us, most Australians have not been given an 
opportunity to understand the relief and development challenges facing Africa 
as a whole. 


The problems facing the African continent and, at present, the countries on 
the east coast from the Horn to Southern Africa in particular, are multi- 
faceted and complex. Problems include: recurring drought and famine; civil 
wars, oppression and corruption; inadequate infrastructure and counter-. 
productive agricultural policies; the AIDS epidemic; and declining 
international support for Africa as the world turns to the problems of the 
former Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and Eastern Europe and to trade opportunities 
in Asia. 


Australian aid must have a stronger focus on poverty alleviation. The area of 
the world facing the most rapid increase in poverty is Africa. While retaining 
the South-East Asia-Pacific region as the focus for aid, Australia can provide 
a lead internationally by shifting funding so that by 1995 ten per cent of 
Australian government aid will be to Africa. 


Australia’s expertise in agriculture, the environment, health and education, 
our potential for diplomatic activity on Africa’s behalf, and our people-to- 
people links, through the Commonwealth and through people-to-people 
partnership, not least through the Anglican communion, all suggest that 
Australia can play a much greater role in Africa. In their response to the 
appeals for Somalia, Australians have provided a lead to their government in 
this regard. 


The government should now acknowledge, however, that the solution to Africa’s 
problems is not ad hoc disaster relief but an ongoing and well-resourced 
partnership in that continent’s human and economic development. Such a 
partnership, if it is not at the expense of assistance allocated or planned 
for the Pacific, Asia and the United Nations, will require a significant and 
rapid boost to our federal aid budget. 


Such an increase would, we believe, be warmly welcomed by the community. 
Australians have shown, by increasing personal support for aid agencies and 
for additional emergency appeals such as that for Somalia, that they believe 
we can, as individuals, families and as a nation, responsibly deal with our 
domestic economic problems and be responsible and generous international 
partners. 


We therefore urge the government to review our national aid allocation with 
a view to increasing the proportion of aid sent to Africa and to commit 
Australia to increasing over-all official development assistance to 0.4 per 
cent of GNP by 1995 and to O.5 per cent by 2000. We call on the Federal 
Coalition to support such a move. 


As the country moves to a federal election, we believe that Australia’s role 
‘in the world and the level of our aid allocation need to be the subject of 
dialogue within and between the community and the major political parties. 
It is our hope that the media and the major parties will support such policy 
consideration. It is our intention to encourage policy debate on this issue 
within the Anglican Church and to enter public debate during the election as 
appropriate. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: Religious Resurgence Swells Churches in Cuba (pavia c. white) 


[This item first appeared in the 6 May issue of the US-based "Christian 
Century" magazine. ] 


A revival is underway in Cuba’s churches - one that has been building for more 
than three years. While not touching all congregations, it is occurring in 
all Christian groups: Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopal, 
Pentecostal and Roman Catholic. In many congregations attendance is three 
or four times what it was only two years ago. In fact, so many new people 
are coming to the churches that membership statistics bear little relation to 
attendance. 


Many who had fallen away because of the civil disabilities associated with 
church membership in this communist country are now returning. However, the 
great majority are young people with little experience of the Christian 
church. The children of the revolution - those educated in a secular, 
atheistic environment, indoctrinated in Marxist thought all their lives - are 
coming to the Christian faith seeking to satisfy a deep spiritual hunger and 
find a purpose in living. 


In March I was invited - along with three Puerto Ricans and one Mexican - by 
Bishop Joel Ajo of the Cuban Methodist Church to lead studies in a retreat for 
Methodist pastors and spouses gathered in Cardenas in Matanzas province. I had 
worked in Cuba from 1952 to 1960 as vice-rector and professor at the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Matanzas, and this was my first time back. 


It was a deeply moving experience to encounter a church that had survived 
years of harassment, then years of uneasy tolerance, and was now, in accord 
with its new freedoms, bursting with joy, excitement, activity and praise. 
These women and men were the spiritual leaders of a church that had been 
purified and honed by adversity and were now reaping a harvest that was 
straining their energies to the utmost. My contacts were mainly with 
Methodists, but I was assured by workers from other denominations that what 
I observed among the Methodists was happening in all the churches. 


The Methodist constituency had shrunk from over 10 000 in the first years of 
the Cuban exodus to barely 2000. Now it is over 30 000 and growing. A 
church that had depended on financial help from its US counterpart for more 
than half its pastoral support has been self-supporting since the mid-1960s, 
with 83 per cent of its members and many new adherents being tithers. The 
church’s ministry is in itself a youth movement, for more than half the 
island’s Methodist pastors have been born since the revolution. 


The high morale in ministerial families is reflected in the fact that while 
the incidence of divorce in Cuba is the highest in Latin America - comparable 
to that in the US - there has not been a Methodist ministerial divorce in Cuba 
in the past 15 years. 


Also, despite the financial hardships and civil restrictions experienced by 
pastoral families, many of the younger ministers are the daughters and sons 
of those families. With some clergy couples it was difficult to distinguish 
who was the pastor and who the spouse, for the ministry was regarded as a 
shared one by both. 


How does this revival in the churches relate to recent political, economic and 
social events in Cuba and to church-state relations? Both the clergy and the 
laity I met testified to a new openness towards the churches on the part of 
the political authorities. Over the past eight years many restrictive 
measures have been relaxed. For instance, it has been unlawful to hold 
religious services outside of church buildings, none being allowed either in 
homes or in the open air. 


Although this law has not been abolished, it is being ignored with impunity. 
The Methodist church alone has more than 80 house churches. Some church 
properties confiscated in the early years of the revolution are being 
returned. Educational opportunities once closed to Christians are now open, 
and professions once denied them can now be theirs. Pastors, some of whom 
were drafted into forced-labour brigades in the 1960s after being labelled 
unproductive, social undesirables, are now permitted to visit the sick in 
hospitals and even, on occasion, the imprisoned. [over] 
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Special permissions for obtaining cars for church leaders are available, as 
are special food rations for church assemblies; previously each individual 
brought his or her own food to such gatherings. A much-increased dialogue 
is now going on between government and church officials, with the latter 
feeling freer to voice concern about government activities and policies. An 
example: in December the Methodist church expressed objections to measures 
taken against civil rights activists. 


Why this change in government policies? Three sources for the new openness 
were suggested to me. One high-ranking churchman dated the beginning of new 
policies to Jesse Jackson’s visit in 1984. At an ecumenical service at which 
Fidel Castro was present, Jackson spoke forcefully of the need for freedom of 
expression and of every government’s need for its people to have faith in God. 
My informant said the first definite changes in the regime’s position came 
within a few days of Jackson’s sermon. 


Another source of openness has been a change in Castro himself and in party 
leaders in their attitudes towards the church. They have declared that the 
many priests and pastors all over Latin America who have spoken and worked for 
the poor have shown that Karl Marx’s belief that religion is the opiate of the 
people no longer corresponds to reality. 


At a meeting last October the Communist party eliminated the by-law in its 
constitution stating that no one professing a religious faith could be a party 
member. Christians and people of other faiths can now apply for membership. 
(I was informed that to date no Christians had accepted the invitation, but 
that many communists were coming to the churches. One pastor said there are 
six former communists in his congregation. ) 


The reason most often given for the new atmosphere is related directly to 
Cuba’s present situation. The country’s difficult economic conditions are 
generating despair, disillusionment and unrest. The government is perceived 
as wanting to relax tensions and seek wider support wherever possible, and as 
believing that more freedom for the religious communities would remove one 
source of tension and provide an emotional outlet for people. 


This development has in turn highlighted a long-running dispute within the 
churches over how much they should cooperate with the government or even enter 
into dialogue with it. Some churchpeople object to any type of dialogue, 
while others believe they should support the government as an expression of 
their commitment to social justice. 


The Methodist leadership resolved to take a middle path: it will support 
measures clearly seen as in the public good, but take.a critical stance 
towards repressive actions. A group of younger ministers said they felt a 
duty to participate in such activities as volunteer fieldwork to help with 
food production, but when that service was publicized and interpreted as 
backing the government, they objected and withheld their participation. 
Though they wanted to serve the common good, they did not want to be 
politically exploited. 


Permeating churchpeople’s attitudes was the conviction that they should not 
be primarily concerned about taking a political stance pro or con or even 
worry about the government’s motives for the new openness. Whatever those 
motives, they are convinced that God is using the current situation to spread 
the good news of God’s love. The Holy Spirit, they say, is energizing and 
leading the church in the task of proclaiming that love and the new life that 
could come with the acceptance of Christ into their lives. 


They have a gospel to proclaim, whatever the political and economic 
circumstances, and now they have new opportunities to do so. They do not 
reject their faith’s social dimension; they simply feel that there is a 
spiritual hunger among the Cuban people that takes priority. 


As one drives through Cuban towns and walks down city streets, the increasing 
seriousness of the country’s economic situation is evident everywhere. 
Cubans have always been characterized by a pulsing vitality, a spontaneity and 
a joy in life, yet now they seem subdued; a quiet seriousness pervades the 
people walking or bicycling to work or standing in lines at stores. What a 
contrast this makes to the exhilarating joy and energy one finds in the 
churches. People are praising God, convinced that God’s Spirit is at work 
among them. It was an experience of new birth for me to have been with them. 
[EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 29.50 
UK pounds, 49.50 US dollars, 62.50 Canadian dollars, 69.50 
Australian dollars, 73.50 Swiss francs, 85 New Zealand dollars, 
86.50 German marks, 99.50 Dutch guilders, 295 French francs, 295 
Swedish kronas, or 450 Indian rupees. EPS appears about three 
times a month. 
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The World Council of Churches is seeking an executive director for each of the 
following programme units: 


Unity and Renewal (Unit I) 

Life, Education and Mission (Unit ITI) 
Justice, Peace and Creation (Unit III) 
Sharing and Service (Unit IV) 


+ + & € 


Full details may be obtained by writing to the Personnel Office, World Council 
of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Closing date for receipt of 
application forms is 31 December 1992. 
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The World Council of Churches invites applications for the following 
positions: 


General Secretariat/Office of Church and Ecumenical Relations 


* Executive Secretary, Church and Ecumenical Relations (2 posts) 


General Secretariat/Communication Department 


Publications Editor 

Managing Editor, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 
Press and Information Officer 

Journalist, Ecumenical Press (News) Service 


ee Ne ee 


Unit II - Life, Education and Mission 


* Executive Secretary for Health and Healing 
* Executive Secretary for Health Learning Materials 
* Executive Secretary for Evangelism 


Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation 


* Executive Secretary for Women and Development 
* Executive Secretary, Public Issues/International Affairs 


Full details of each position, together with the conditions of service and 
application form, may be obtained from, and must be returned to, the Personnel 
Office, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2 - before 
31 December 1992. 
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WCC expresses concern at divisions in Bulgarian Orthodox Church 


Scattered episodes of violence appear to be frustrating efforts at 
reconciliation in the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. 


The conflict within the hierarchy of the church came into the open in May and 
June, when a group of metropolitans formed a counter-synod, elected 
Metropolitan Pimen of Nevrokop to replace Patriarch Maxim as president of the 
synod and occupied the episcopal palace in the heart of Sofia. Supported by 
"bodyguards", they have not allowed other metropolitans to enter the building 
or use it for meetings. 


The breakaway hierarchs say Maxim’s election in 1971 was orchestrated by 
former President Todor Zhivkov in violation of the constitution of the church 
and that the patriarch collaborated with the regime during the years of 
Communist government. Bishops supporting him counter that the real favourites 
of the previous regime were the metropolitans who instigated the split - 
inspired, they say, by the new director of the state office for church-state 
-relations. 


In mid-September, supporters of Patriarch Maxim re-took the buildings of the 
theological seminary in Sofia, chasing out opponents who had occupied it. 
According to one Bulgarian newspaper account, several persons were slightly 
injured during this action. 


Then in early October, according to a report appearing in the Catholic press 
service APIC, nine armed persons wearing gas masks invaded the residence of 
the patriarch and metropolitan of Sofia, where Maxim has been living and 
members of his synod meeting since their expulsion from the headquarters. The 
attack took place while the patriarch was celebrating a liturgy at the 
Alexander Nevsky Cathedral. 


Two attempts by a crowd of Maxim’s supporters to expel the nine failed before 
police arrived to negotiate with them and later to escort them to the 
synodical headquarters. The APIC report said a Russian priest loyal to Maxim 
attempted to immolate himself in protest at the occupation. Bishops opposing 
Maxim deny having anything to do with the occupation of the metropolitan’s 
residence. 


All Orthodox church leaders, including Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
Bartholomeos I and Patriarch of Moscow Alexy II, have affirmed the legitimacy 
of Maxim and condemned the actions of the breakaway group. Orthodox churches 
in Russia and the US have sent envoys to Bulgaria in an attempt to work for 
reconciliation between the two groups. 


Complicating efforts to resolve the crisis is the role played by the 
government and parliament. In March the state Direction on Religious Affairs 
declared the election of Maxim invalid. But at the request of President 
Zhelev, the Court of Constitutional Law overturned this action as illegitimate 
interference in the church’s. internal affairs. 


A key actor in the occupation of the synodical headquarters in May and 
subsequent developments is Christophor Sabev, a 46-year-old parliamentarian 
and atomic physicist educated in the former Soviet Union. Opponents of Sabev, 
founder of the "Committee for the Defense of Religious Rights", say that he 
is divorced and was uncanonically made a monk and consecrated as a bishop. 
They describe him as a "pseudo-democrat" and "neo-Communist careerist" who is 
taking advantage of the country’s lack of experience with democracy to control 
the church through the same methods earlier used by the Communists. 


Some of those loyal to Maxim say the patriarch erred two years ago a7 *76E 
taking up a suggestion from several metropolitans, priests and theologians to 
recognize and ask forgiveness for the hierarchy’s mistakes and compromises 


during the Communist era. [over] 
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They say his slowness to react to the new situation after the fall of 
Communism and his inability to use the media to explain the church’s position 
and to open up a dialogue on the issues have complicated both his own life and 
that of the church. 


According to Bishop Gregoriy, rector of the theological seminary and one of 
those loyal to Maxim, the government directorate of religious affairs has 
worsened the situation not only for Orthodox Christians but also for 
Protestant and Muslim minorities in the country. 


He says that as a result. of the takeover of the synodical headquarters, the 
church’s bank accounts are blocked, many priests are going without salaries, 
mail and documents from ecumenical organizations are not getting through and 
clergy loyal to Maxim "have no possibilities for free expression on 
television, radio and many newspapers". Mayors in some cities, he said, "have 
appointed bishops" in violation of canon law and the constitutional separation 
of church and state. 


In a recent letter to Maxim, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro expressed 
regret that "in Bulgaria not only have church-state relationships deteriorated 
but unprecedented discord, a tragic schism, mutual accusations’ and 
condemnations endanger the church as communion and institution from the top 
to the bottom. 


"Unfortunately, all this is detrimental to the mission and moral role of the 
church", Castro continued. "It is harmful to the unity of the nation, the 
process of democratization and the image of your country in a decisive epoch 
of Bulgarian history." 


Recalling the Bulgarian Orthodox contribution to the ecumenical movement, 
Castro assured the patriarch of the WCC’s "prayers, Christian solidarity and 
every possible support" in efforts towards reconciliation and unity. He 
expressed hope that an ecumenical Round Table meeting of Bulgarian churches 
and church and ecumenical agencies from abroad, which the WCC is organizing 
next month, "will give further clarity to some of these issues". 


Castro also told the patriarch that "the WCC should not be associated with 
those who have recently come to your country in the name of our Saviour but 
use proselytism to divide local churches. This is incompatible with the 
ecumenical message of mutual respect and charity." 


During the August 1992 meeting of the WCC Central Committee, Bulgarian 
Orthodox delegates were among those from Central and Eastern Europe to 
complain of the activities of "sectarian groups" in their countries. 


Dimitar Kirov told the Committee that Bulgaria is witnessing a "mass invasion" 
of foreign groups "who have no theology and promise miracles" and take 
advantage of the fact that "in the past forty years our population has not 
been religiously educated". He called the phenomenon not just a religious 
issue but "a dangerous social problem". 


The Bulgarian Orthodox Church has a membership of about eight million. It 
joined the WCC in 1961. One of the metropolitans in the breakaway group, 
Pankraty of Stara Zagora, was a member of the WCC Central Committee from 1983- 
1991. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.85 
Indonesian churches hurt by ban on Dutch aid 


In March this year, the Indonesian government announced it would not accept 
any aid from the Netherlands because of the Dutch government’s linkage of aid 
to human rights issues. In April, the ban was extended to aid from Dutch NGOs 
receiving Dutch government assistance. As a result of the ban, says a report 
from the Hong Kong-based Roman Catholic weekly, Asia Focus, many social 
projects run by the churches in southern Sumatra are now feeling the effects 
of the ban. [EPS] 
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Plans for a modified Ecumenical News Service unveiled 


Plans by four Geneva-based international church organizations to inaugurate 
an Ecumenical News Service (ENS), threatened with indefinite postponement in 
July, may get off the ground in a modified form in early 1993 after all, 
according to WCC Communication Director Jan Kok. 


The establishment of ENS was approved by governing bodies of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), Lutheran World Federation (LWF), World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (WARC) and Conference of European Churches (CEC) in 1990. 


The ENS proposal aimed at creating greater understanding of the work and 
mission of the church and the ecumenical movement, especially among secular 
and church-related media, by timely distribution of news about issues, events 
and trends on the agenda of the global church. To enhance its credibility, ENS 
was conceived as a non-profit entity distinct from its partner organizations, 
though governed by a board chosen by them. 


Behind the idea lay the conviction that collaborating in ENS would increase 
efficiency, broaden the scope of and sources for ecumenical news and 
information, make such material more acceptable to media outlets because it 
would not be identified with a single organization and reduce duplication of 
services. ENS would place far greater emphasis on computer and electronic 
dissemination of news and information than is presently the case for any of 
the four organizations. 


Both the WCC and the LWF presently distribute printed news services by mail 
several times a month - the WCC in English (EPS) and French (SOEPI) and the 
LWF in English and German (Lutheran World Information). CEC distributes 
occasional news releases; WARC discontinued its monthly news service in 1989. 
It was foreseen that once ENS was underway, the four organizations would no 
longer provide printed news services, though each would continue necessary 
information, promotion and public relations work among its own constituency. 


As projected by an interim board appointed to work out practical details of 
ENS, the service, once set up, would invite other similar organizations to 
become partners. (All four founding partners have their headquarters at the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva.) A key element of the plan is establishment of 
an Ecumenical Néws Network, grouping national and regional church-related news 
and information offices, including ENS, around the world. 


In April 1991 the ENS interim board proposed to the partner organizations a 
minimum initial plan for the service, including a staff of six (four 
journalists and two support staff). It projected an operating budget of SFr. 
1.45 million and asked the partners together to guarantee a contribution of 
SFr. 1.05 million for each of the first three years of ENS, with the rest of 
the costs to be covered by subscription income and grants from other bodies. 


LWF representatives on the ENS interim board reported in July 1992 that it 
would be impossible for the Federation to provide the amount earlier hoped; 
moreover, Kok says, not all of the hoped-for grant monies had materialized. 
Consequently, the WCC proposed as an interim step to reorganize its own news 
and information office to provide some of the services anticipated for ENS, 
with a view to its evolving into a full ENS as originally foreseen in two to 
four years. 


At its meeting in Madras in September, the LWF Council agreed to participate 
financially in such a service within the WCC; and Kok is hopeful that CEC and 
WARC will also support the interim proposal. The LWF will maintain Lutheran 
World Information, Kok said, though it will appear less frequently and serve 
as "an inter-Lutheran information exchange" rather than as a more general 


weekly news service. [over] 
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The WCC has sent out vacancy notices for two positions as journalists in the 
revamped news and information office (see the Shoptalk page in this issue). 
Kok says a revamped "EPS/ENS" can begin to operate as soon as the staff is in 
place. Currently, the WCC news and information office has a single executive 
staff member; three journalists whose contracts ended during a hiring freeze 
imposed by the WCC Executive Committee in September 1990 were not replaced. 


While exact details remain to be worked out, Kok says he expects the regular 
weekly EPS and SOEPI will be replaced by immediate releases covering "breaking 
news", a weekly summary for journalists and a monthly "digest" of news aimed 
at a broader audience including church leaders. 


"Obviously, we are disappointed that the original plans set out by the ENS 
interim board cannot be put in place immediately", Kok said, "but we see this 
alternative as a reasonable and responsible way to achieve improved media 
coverage of ecumenical news, increase cooperation among ecumenical 
organizations and create the enthusiasm for the full-fledged ENS and ENN which 
we still expect to see realized in due course". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.87 
European ecumenical body appeals for peace in Georgia 


The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches (CEC) has appealed to the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) to initiate a peace 
process and to mediate in the violent conflict in the trans-Caucasian state 
of Georgia (see also item EPS 92.10.97 in this issue). 


A press release issued by the ecumenical body on 15 October said CEC General 
Secretary Jean Fischer made the appeal in response to "an alarming letter" 
sent to the CEC by Patriarch Ilia II of the Georgian Orthodox Church. The 
Patriarch’s letter describes the escalation of the war in Georgia and deplores 
the killing of civilians, the plundering of homes, the burning of houses, and 
rape. 


The press release added that the Patriarch expressed the fear that the 
conflict could escalate beyond the present borders of the state. He expressed 
the hope that the CEC and the European churches might help to diminish the 
dangers of this happening and contribute to peace. 


Fischer states that the appeal is in the spirit of the public statement issued 
by the 10th assembly of the CEC, in Prague, 1-11 September (EPS 92.10.28), in 
which the promotion of peace and reconciliation in cooperation with other 
church and secular international organizations is seen as an important 
responsibility, the release said. 


In addition, Fischer also urged CEC member churches to offer their support for 
peace initiatives and to urge their respective governments to support the 
peace efforts of the CSCE and other international political bodies, on the 
principle of the settlement of conflicts in a non-violent way. 


He called on Christians in Georgia and in Europe to "promote ecumenical and 
inter-faith dialogues" in order to "contribute to the solving of conflicts" 
and to work against a misuse of religion for nationalistic ends. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.88 
British churches form racial justice commission 


A commission to enable the British churches to work more effectively for 
racial justice was inaugurated (15 October) in London. Called the Churches’ 
Commission for Racial Justice, the body’s 20 members are nominated by and 
accountable to the mainstream churches of Britain, including the Roman 
Catholic Church in England and Wales and in Scotland. Black-led churches are 
also included. The Commission’s moderator, Theo Samuel, Anglican vicar of West 
Drayton, said the Commission would work to change attitudes on issues of 
racial justice at the grassroots level, not just in urban areas, but also in 
the residential areas where society’s decision-makers live. [EPS] 
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Baltic consultation calls for new community : 


New national boundaries are being shaped and reshaped across Eastern Europe 
in a context of ethnic conflict. At the same time communities like the Roma, 
Jews, refugees and immigrants in many of the newly-independent states as well 
as in the former Yugoslavia, Romania, Poland, Germany and Scandinavia, are 
experiencing a rising tide of racism. 


Concerned about these developments, the WCC’s Programme Unit on Justice, Peace 
and Creation organized a colloquium in Lund (Sweden) from 9-12 October. 
Organized jointly with the International Committee of the Church of 
Sweden/Diocese of Lund, it was a first attempt to look squarely at the issue 
of racism and ethnic conflicts in the countries around the Baltic and to 
enable and equip the churches to deal with this problem. 


At the consultation, 40 participants from churches, ethnic minorities, action 
groups, and other faith communities .shared experiences of racism and ethnic 
conflict as well as ideas about how to effect change. Testimonies - moving, 
-angry, hopeful - were complemented by historical, sociological and theological 
reflection and worship in an effort to understand the situation and identify 
the first steps towards "new community" in the Baltic countries and churches. 


A challenging question which emerged was what to do when former "masters" are 
overthrown. An example from Latvia, where Russian immigrants are now denied 
citizenship, was one of several that brought this issue into sharp focus. 
How, the participants asked, do we deal with past injustice, prevent a simple 
reversal of roles, allow for redress, repentance and atonement without 
creating new injustices, move towards reconciliation? 


Participants agreed that the issue of ethnic identity needs more study. They 
felt that while ethnic/religious identity is enriching in itself and important 
in the struggle for justice and human rights, there is a point at which 
ethnicity becomes ethnocentrism and can lead to racism. 


Other major topics were the need for a "glue" to make multicultural societies 
inclusive, "race" as a biological or social construct, the relationship 
between church, state and people, and use of such European institutions as the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) as a practical 
strategy for moving towards "new community". 


Many participants felt the churches in general need to ask themselves whether 
they reflect that we are one community, open and transparent to strangers. 
N. Barney Pityana, WCC staff member responsible for anti-racism programmes, 
pointed out that churches in the Baltic region "can be a powerful instrument 
for the legitimation of narrow nationalist designs". The way forward, he 
suggested, is for churches to be faithful to the core of Christian belief, 
inclusive of all cultures, ethnic groups, men and women, and ecumenical. 


Affirming the text of the resolution on racism and discrimination at the 
Conference of European Churches Assembly (Prague, 1-11 September), the 
consultation called for the creation of desks on racial justice in the 
region’s churches, starting with the Church of Sweden (EPS 92.03.04). It 
expressed the hope that ecumenical team visits focusing on racism and ethnic 
conflict would be made to all the countries around the Baltic as well as to 
Romania. The WCC was challenged to hold a follow-up consultation in the 
region. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.90 
Forty-first graduate school at Bossey opens 


The 41st Graduate School of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva 
opened 14 October. Addressing representatives of local churches, the 
University of Geneva, staff and participants, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro said the seminar’s theme - "Towards an Inclusive Community" - was 
deliberately chosen to address an issue which has become very urgent. He cited 
his visit to Los Angeles, scene of riots earlier this year (EPS 92.07.37), as 
an example of a place lacking in community inclusiveness. What we saw there, 
he said, is "a situation of hatred and rebellion within the community by those 
who felt marginalized". Fifty-four participants from 30 countries have 
registered for the seminar which ends in February next year. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.91 
WCC handles record number of emergency cases 


The Emergencies Desk of the World Council of Churches Programme Unit IV - 
Sharing and Service - has a record number of 71 emergency cases on its books, 
according to a review released (6 October). The usual maximum is between 40 
and 50 cases, the report said. 


This unusually high number is attributed to the "heavy pressure of both 
natural and human-made disasters". During the period July-September, five 
appeals for funds were issued, including one for 20.1 million US dollars for 
drought relief and other aid in southern and eastern Africa. 


The review says the drought situation in southern Africa is becoming "really 
disastrous" and adds that, according to the latest estimates given by OXFAM, 
40 million people (and not between 18 and 21 million) out of a population of 
130 million, are at risk. 


The situation in Somalia and other areas in the Horn of Africa is reported as 
getting worse. 


In West Africa, an upsurge in the fighting in Liberia as far as the border 
with Sierra Leone has caused reduced plantings and this, added to the 
deficient rainfall, will contribute to the continued food shortages in both 
countries, the review says. 


In Asia, the report says the monsoon season was "regular and favourable" 
although Pakistan suffered its worst floods of the century, and in the 
Philippines, the ashes from the last eruption of Mt Pinatubo have been washed 
down by torrential rains causing killing mud flows. 


Funds raised by the Emergencies Desk amounted to USS 7,073,896 on 1 October, 
up from US$ 3,019,119 on 1 July, a considerable improvement on the previous 
period. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.92 
WCC shares joy with Guatemalan Nobel Peace Prize winner 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro has sent a 
congratulatory message to Rigoberta Menchu Tum on her nomination as the 
recipient of the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize. Tum, a Mayan Indian from Guatemala, 
received the award in recognition of her human rights work among the Mayan 
Indians. 


The message which was sent (16 October) read: "We are united with the 
multitude of Christians and churches around the world who rejoice at your 
designation as the recipient of the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize". 


The message added: "Through you, the heroic and long struggle of all 
indigenous peoples for dignity and integrity is uplifted and honoured, as a 
woman of the Americas and as a defender of justice. May God pour his rich 
blessings upon you and upon the peoples of Central America". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.93 
India: first woman elected to head Lutheran body 


Prasanna Samuel, 42, was appointed (12 September) executive secretary of the 
Madras-based United Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India, an umbrella agency 
of 11 Lutheran church bodies in India, becoming the first woman to hold the 
position. She succeeds Kunchala Rajaratnam who has retired. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.94 
Carey unhappy with British government policies (Robert Nnowe11") 


A scathing indictment of the principles underlying the policies pursued by the 
British government over the past 13 years has come from Archbishop of 
Canterbury George Carey. Delivering the annual Barnett Memorial Lecture in 
London (5 October), he analysed the effects of the pursuit of individual gain 
disconnected from a wider sense of moral purpose and suggested that the Church 
of England could provide a model for remedying the unfairnesses of the British 
political system. 


Noting that many people in Britain today felt powerless and insignificant and 
that a substantial minority felt they had no real stake in society at all, he 
cited unease about the increasing power of "faceless people" in parliament, 
in the European Community, in international business cartels and 
bureaucracies, as well as fears about the radical weakening within Britain of 
local authorities, which for many generations had acted as a buffer between 
the individual and central government. "Despite all the talk of ‘ subsidiarity’ 
in the European context, I do not myself discern many signs of it within the 
United Kingdom itself", he said. 


He went on to suggest that the Church of England could provide a useful model 
for the British electoral system, which normally gives power to governments 
with the support of less than half the electorate. Recalling that "democratic 
decisions can be a form of tyranny unless there are checks and balances", he 
made "the uncontroversial point" that the present British government ruled the 
country with far-reaching powers having secured 42 per cent of the vote at 
last April’s general election. 


But in the Church of England - often described in the press as "so 
incorrigibly divided that it cannot make up its mind about anything" - they 
had made it harder on themselves "by deliberately setting a two-thirds 
threshold for some kinds of important decision because we are not prepared to 
railroad an important new departure against the wishes of a substantial 
minority". Similarly the bishops or the clergy were not allowed by themselves 
to push through a change because the church believed that the laity, who made 
up the majority, should have their say too. "We listen to each other, argue 
and pray until we carry a substantial majority of all parts of the church with 
us", said Carey. "I claim this as a virtue. To be sure, the resulting 
decision-making is slow and cumbersome, and that can cause pain ... But the 
authoritarian model or the dictatorship of the simple majority can cause even 
worse tensions and problems in the longer run." 


Another factor in Britain’s discontents was the dissipation of shared purpose. 
For this, Carey suggested a number of causes: we had become a mobile society 
with a loosening of family and community ties; the rise of secularism; 
disillusionment with past efforts to build a better society, with during the 
1980s "a powerful ideological attack" on the value of public goods, coupled 
with strong affirmation of private values and individual choice; and "a 
collapse of confidence in absolute moral standards", with morality in some 
quarters being reduced to a matter of individual opinion. "The privatization 
of morality threatens to undermine a sense of social cohesion as society 
itself is broken down into a multiplicity of individual atoms", he said. 


What kind of contribution should the church strive to make in contemporary 
society? Carey suggested beginning with the Christian principle that each and 
every person is unique and valuable in God’‘s eyes. "Anything which 
unnecessarily hampers the development of each human personality, which causes 
premature death and needless suffering, is unacceptable", he said. From this 
derived a second principle: "that individuals should have the opportunity and 
be encouraged to rise to their full potential as human beings" —- which 
involved a passionate commitment to both freedom and social concern. 


"The pendulum, having swung towards unrealistic expectations of state action 
after the war, swung too far towards unbridled individualism in the 1980s", 
Said the archbishop. "Our commitment to each other and to community, our faith 
in what we can build together as a society, was dangerously weakened." Carey 
concluded with a plea to the British government not to cut planned spending 
on overseas aid (EPS 92.10.64). Reports that the government intends to do this 
have already led to strong protests from aid agencies and others. [EPS] 
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aa EPS 92.10.95 
Benin: Christian body holds first African meeting on torture 


Cotonou, the capital of the west African nation of Benin, was the site of the 
September meeting of the international federation of ACAT - Action of 
Christians for the Abolition of Torture. The gathering was preceded by a 
human rights training seminar, the first on the continent and brought together 
representatives from 22 countries. 


ACAT was founded in France in 1974 by Protestant, Orthodox and Catholic 
Christians in France in order to work for abolition of torture and raise 
awareness in the Christian community of torture and its victims. The first 
branch outside France was formed in Switzerland in 1981. In Africa, ACAT now 
has chapters in Benin, Ivory Coast and Togo, and other branches are being 
formed in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic and Senegal. 


Among themes discussed at the meeting were "inculturation" of human rights in 
the African context, state violence and violence in everyday life, problems 
of information-gathering and strategy and the role of Christians and the 
churches in change. In a closing declaration participants said they wanted 
African Christian churches to "be ever more present in the combat for 
effective respect of human rights in Africa and wherever human dignity is 
flouted". 


Commenting on the meeting, ACAT France president André Jacques underlined the 
youth and courage of the African participants, as well as their "seriousness, 
freedom of speaking and sense of responsibility". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.96 
Church leader urges ethnic, cultural tolerance in new Europe 


The Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Basil Hume, told a meeting of the 
Headmasters’ Conference (in Bruges/Belgium, 27 September) that there'is need 
to accept ethnic and cultural diversity in the Europe of the future. The 
Headmasters’ Conference is a grouping of the United Kingdom-based private fee- 
paying schools. 


"In Europe today nations are making fateful decisions", he said. "Nations, 
like individuals, need increasingly to be their brothers’ keepers, shouldering 
common burdens, sharing common concerns. The moral and spiritual lesson our 
generation must learn is the unity of our human family and our responsibility 
for each other and, one may add, our endangered planet". 


He added that the proposals for the economic and political unity in the new 
Europe and the resultant changes call for an enlightened response. "Already 
we are being asked generously to cope with the tidal wave of distressed 
refugees. All of us will need now and in the future to accept within our 
communities peoples who differ from us culturally and religiously." 


He added: "It is no longer possible for countries to try to maintain ethnic 
and cultural uniformity. The plural society requires tolerance, yet tolerance 
alone is not the answer". He said the need was for stronger values, "genuine 
respect for the dignity and freedom of others, a generosity of spirit, anda 
willingness to serve - at least a consensus concerning the fundamental moral 
values which alone make life in community possible". 


Quoting Pope John XXIII, Cardinal Hume underlined that peace rested on the 
four pillars of truth, justice, charity, and freedom. "The way forward to 
peace and a new world order worthy of the name is in a freedom which is far 
from anarchy or self-promotion or naked nationalism", he said, and added: "It 
is a freedom that enables individuals and societies to be truly themselves, 
to be rid of inhuman coercion, and to accept the duties of freedom as well as 
its rights". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.97 
Castro sends condolences to Patriarch Ilia Il of Georgia 


The World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro sent a message 
of condolences (9 October) to Patriarch Ilia II, head of the Georgian Orthodox 
Church, on the death of Metropolitan David of Tskhum Abkhazeti, and member of 
the WCC Central Committee, who died (8 October) in Tbilisi. 


Castro’s letter said: "We are deeply afflicted and shocked by the sad news of 
the passing of our beloved friend, Metropolitan David, senior member of your 
Holy Synod, president of your Department of External Relations, a 
distinguished representative of the Georgian Orthodox Church in the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, and our very dear personal friend. 
We remember with gratitude his ecumenical commitment, ardent endeavour for 
unity, peace and justice, the many gifts of his warm Christian heart, 
springing from love to God and all God’s people." 


The letter concluded: "Please receive WCC sincere condolences. We wish to 
convey through Your Holiness to the venerable Georgian Orthodox Church, to 
-your people and to the relatives of Metropolitan David our profound sense of 
grief, and our hope for eternal life. The WCC joins with you in giving thanks 
to God for the Christian witness of his servant. May the Lord of life and 
resurrection give his soul eternal rest and peace among the righteous." 


In a separate development, the WCC has expressed "solidarity" with the people 
of Georgia over the situation there. A letter to Patriarch Ilia II signed by 
Todor Sabev, WCC deputy general secretary (9 October), said the WCC is 
concerned about acts of violence "in the territory of your fatherland". 


Meanwhile, an ecumenical team visit to Georgia planned for mid-November is 
also being considered, according to Huibert van Beek of the WCC Office on 
Church and Ecumenical Relations. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.98 
Scotland: church leaders appeal on poor people’s plight 


Scottish church leaders - Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Congregational Union, 
Methodist, Religious Society of Friends, Salvation Army, United Free Church - 
met in Edinburgh (14 October) to sign an appeal to British Prime Minister John 
Major, expressing "deep concern" at the increasing problems of the world’s 
poor and to launch a campaign which every congregation in Scotland is being 
asked to support. 


A press release from the Church of Scotland dated 14 October said the appeal, 
which has been supported by thousands of signatures, will be presented to John 
Major next month. The release also said the initiative has received the 
support of the central council of ACTS - Action of Churches Together in 
Scotland. 


Hugh Wyllie, moderator of the Church of Scotland who will present the appeal 
to the prime minister, said the initiative gives an opportunity to Scottish 
Christians "to speak out for those who could not speak for themselves and for 
the rights of all the destitute and to defend the rights of the poor and 
needy". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.99 
Baptist bodies reach agreement, patch up differences : 


The European Baptist Federation (EBF) has approved an agreement that will 
restore a working relationship with the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
(FMB), says a 5-October report from the Baptist Press, a US-based news service 


of the Southern Baptist Convention. 


Relations between the FMB and the European Baptist Federation were soured by 
a decision of the FMB to defund the Swiss-based Baptist Theological Seminary 


at Riischlikon (EPS 92.03.14). 


The EBF executive council voted during its annual meeting (near London, 28 
September-1 October), to accept the "Hamburg Agreement" which effectively 
ended a year-long break in fellowship between the two Baptist bodies. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.100 
US: religious leaders urge more aid to former Yugoslavia 


Religious leaders in the United States - Christian, Jewish and Muslim - have 
appealed to members of their communities to increase humanitarian aid to 
refugees and victims of war in Croatia and in Bosnia-Herzegovina, reports 
Christian Information Service of Zagreb. Unless aid is increased, said the 
report, thousands of people will die of starvation and cold. The leaders also 
appealed to those with political and religious influence in the former 
Yugoslavia to help protect civilian lives and prevent further atrocities. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.10.101 
Finland: Lutheran-Anglican meeting on unity held 


The joint commission of the Lutheran Churches in the Nordic and Baltic regions 
and of the Anglican Churches in Britain and Ireland met in Jarvenpdéa/Finland 
(9-13 October) for the fourth and final session in a series of conversations 
on closer communion which were started in 1989. At the end of their meeting, 
the participants agreed on new proposals for closer relations between the two 
churches. The final statement is expected to be ready in September 1993 and 
its proposals brought before the leadership of both churches later for debate 
and decision. The WCC was represented at the meeting by Giinther Gassmann, - 
staff member in the ecumenical body’s Programme Unit I - Unity and Renewal. 
[EPS] 


EPS, 92...10...L02 


Mizoram church delegation pays first visit to WCC 


A delegation of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church in the Indian state of 
Mizoram paid its first visit to the Ecumenical Centre (10-12 October), the 
Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches, and held discussions 
with WCC officials. Mizoram is a small, mountainous state which lies between 
Myanmar and Bangladesh. Eighty-four per cent of its half-a-million people are 
Christian. The delegation was composed of Rev. Lalchhuanliana, senior 
executive secretary; C.Biakmawia, executive secretary; and Rev. 
Zaihmingthanga, associate director of the Board of Theological Education of 
Serampore University. [EPS] 


EPS, 92010..:10h3 


Denmark: Witnesses told not to keep tabs on ex-members 


The Files Control Office in Denmark has ordered the 16 O000-member Jehovah's 
Witnesses to destroy all files kept by the body on its former members, says 
a report in Church News From Denmark. The report says the order follows a tv 
programme late September which highlighted among others, the demand by the 
Witnesses on existing members to break off relations with those expelled from 
the body. [EPS] 


EPS ‘92°..10..104 


USA: Episcopalians to advertise on TV for more members 


In an attempt to bring lapsed Christians back to the church, the Atlanta-based 
Episcopal Radio-TV Foundation is launching a series of 30-second television 
advertisements to urge viewers to "Rediscover your religion, the Episcopal 
Church", reports the US-based Episcopal News Service in its 15-October issue. 
Louis Schueddig, executive director of the Foundation said: "We want to make 
a concrete, tangible contribution to the Decade of Evangelism, and we know of 
no better way to do that than by using electronic media". [EPS] 


EPS’ 92.10.105 


Weman elected new archbishop of Church of Sweden 


Gunnar Weman has been elected the new archbishop of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden to succeed Bertil Werkstr6m who retires on 1 April next year. Weman is 
currently bishop of Lulea. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.106 


Zimbabwe: Africa church assembly to meet as scheduled 


The 6th assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches takes place in 
Zimbabwe, 25-29 October under the theme, "Abundant Life in Jesus Christ". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.107 
Survey says nearly all Romanians are Orthodox 


Nearly seven of every eight Romanians consider themselves Orthodox, according 
to the country’s 1992 census - 19.8 million out of a population of 22.8 
million. The Catholic press service APIC says the 7 January census, whose 
results have just been published, was the first since World War II to include 
a question about religious affiliation. Latin-rite Catholics make up 5 per 
cent of the population; Eastern-rite (uniate) Catholics 1 per cent. About 5 
per cent said they were Protestants - 3.5 per cent Reformed, 1 per cent 
Pentecostal and 0.5 per cent Baptist. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.108 
Zimbabweans faced with drought, pray for rain 


The southern African nation of Zimbabwe, along with twelve other countries in 
the region, is faced with a crippling drought. October usually marks the time 
when the first rains are expected. A report from Information Interchange, a 
news service of the US-based World Evangelical Fellowship, says that a 
National Day of Prayer for rain is planned. Says Evangelical Fellowship 
Zimbabwe general secretary Tim Tavaziva: "If we do not get rain this year, 
we’‘ll be talking about another Somalia". According to the report, the drought 
has brought unity to the churches. Church leaders from different denominations 
and backgrounds now pray together, and in September a conference on evangelism 
attracted the participation of over 400 pastors. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.109 
Croatia: Roman Catholic bishops meet, former Yugoslavia discussed 


A meeting of Croatia’s Roman Catholic Bishops’ Conference was held (in Zagreb, 
5-7 October) under the leadership of Cardinal Franjo Kuharic, a report from 
Christian Information Service said. For the first time, said the report, all 
the bishops from Bosnia & Herzegovina attended the meeting, including Bishop 
Franjo Komarica of Banja Luka, who was recently released from detention. Among 
other topics, the bishops discussed the return of displaced persons to their 
parishes, the renewal of churches, parishes and bishoprics, religious 
education in schools and an ecumenical meeting with representatives of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church planned for mid-November. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.110 
USA: religious bodies pool effort to help the poor 


The three major religious bodies in the United States representing over 100 
million people - the (US) National Council of Churches, the Synagogue Council 
of America and the United States [Roman] Catholic Conference - agreed (8 
October in New York) to apply their moral authority and influence to help 
reform the country’s social welfare policies, under a programme called "The 
Common Ground for the Common Good", a press release from the NCC said. 
Commenting on the programme, Joan Brown Campbell, NCC general secretary, said 
"We are convinced that our Judeo-Christian emphasis on justice, mercy and 
human dignity make this an appropriate task on which to work together". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.111 
Japan: Catholic national convention to focus on family 


Preparations for the national convention of the Japanese Roman Catholic Church 
to be held next year in Nagasaki, are underway, reports the Japan Catholic 
News, a publication of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan (CBCJ). The 
report said discussions are taking place at parish and diocesan levels and 
Suggestions on specific problems are being sought by the organizers. Bishop 
Hamao of the CBCJ said that although the family is the main source of support 
for the individual, few families are free from problems and sorrows which cast 
a shadow in the home. By sharing the pains and problems that trouble our 
families, he added, the convention can raise its eyes to God for help. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.10.112 
Hungarian Christian-Jewish body criticises anti-Semitism 


In a 2 October public statement, Hungary’s Council of Christians and Jews 
expressed concern about recent nationalist and anti-Semite demonstrations in 
the country and urged believers of all confessions to stand up against any 
form of exclusion and isolation and to act in service of reconciliation. 
Extremist attitudes "are a threat to everyone", the declaration stated, and 
justifying national conflicts in the name of race or religion "can only 
aggravate them". [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.113 
Senegal: Catholic priest disappears in strife-torn region 


A Roman Catholic priest disappeared in Senegal’s strife-torn southern region 
of Casamance, where separatists are fighting for independence from the 
government, says a report from the US-based News Network International (NNI) 
of 23 September. Quoting an item which appeared in the French-language Jeune 
Afrique magazine, the NNI report said Augustine Diamacoune Senghor disappeared 
from his home on 11 August. Ninety four percent of Senegal’s 7.5 million 
population are Muslim. Christians account for about five per cent. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.114 
Cyprus: consultation urges Middle East, Western church cooperation 


The second meeting of nearly 100 Western Evangelicals and representatives from 
churches in the Middle East ended (8 October) in Nicosia/Cyprus. Called "Signs 
of Hope", the meeting was co-sponsored by the US-based Evangelicals for Middle 
East Understanding and the Middle East Council of Churches. Topics discussed 
included the nature and witness of the church, Christian responsibility in the 
areas of human and religious rights, service and development. At the end of 
the meeting, the participants agreed, among other things, to pursue dialogue 
and cooperation towards church unity and common witness, to promote 
cooperation in aid to the poor and to work for the rights of all communities 
to the free exercise of their beliefs. [EPS] 


BPS 92. LOT ae 


China: more than three hundred seminary graduates this year 


The Theological Education Committee of the China Christian Council (CCC) says 
that 367 theological students graduated from China’s 14 theological 
institutions this year, reports the Amity News Service. The report adds that 
Since 1985, more than 1500 students have graduated from Chinese seminaries and 
1300 of them now serve in local churches. In September, officials of the 
Christian Conference of Asia who visited China voiced their desire for the 
participation of the China Christian Council in the life of the regional 
ecumenical body (EPS 92.10.47). [EPS] 


BPS oe Sree 


France: Orthodox youth meet, discuss future work 


The executive committee of SYNDESMOS, the World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth 
met in Paris/France (21-27 September) to discuss new projects for the next 
three years. The 13-member committee, which met under the theme, "Let your 
light shine before all people", announced the creation of a World Day of 
Orthodox Youth to be observed on 2 February. Other topics discussed included 
youth education and training and protection of the environment. [EPS] 


EPS 92.10.117 
Mozambique: rebels kill Italian Catholic priest 


Alfredo Fiorini, 38, an Italian Catholic missionary was killed by rebels of 
the Mozambique National Resistance (RENAMO), late August, according to News 
Network International of 23 September. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.10.118 
Ecuview: Economic Life in the Philippines (reziciano v. carino) 


This is the first of a two-part item which first appeared in the September 
issue of REFORMED WORLD, a publication of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches. Carino is the general secretary of the National Council 
of Churches in the Philippines. The second part will appear in the next issue 
of EPS. 


In the Philippines, many Christians are struggling to deal with and understand 
current economic life. In order to discern our situation, we are doing 
biblical and theological reflection drawn from a conscious effort to express 
solidarity with the poor and therefore to look at economic life from the 
underside of the social spectrum. The Philippine context and this approach 
deeply colour these reflections. 


The Philippines is often referred to as the "basket case" of Southeast Asia. 
Surrounded by the "new dragons" of the region, it remains one of the poorest 
countries in the region. Nearly 80 per cent of the population falls below 
the poverty line. Within this sea of poverty, eighty families own or control 
the wealth of the nation. 


During the period of martial rule under the Marcos dictatorship, a programme 
of economic development was initiated based upon a principle that a strong, 
directed political life is a prerequisite for economic expansion. The 
government incurred a foreign debt of over 27 billion dollars which has 
increased, even after the fall of the dictatorship, to over 30 billion 
dollars. The debt servicing payments over the past several years have taken 
up more than 40 per cent of the national budget and over 50 per cent of the 
country’s export earnings. 


The International Monetary Fund (IMF) maintains an office in the Central Bank 
of the Philippines from which it literally dictates the terms of the country’s 
so-called economic recovery. Due to the debt burden and the IMF impositions, 
for the next six years we will be paying P110 million daily in interest alone, 
a sum equivalent to the daily earnings of 1.1 million workers. 


This economic condition has now led to the phenomenon of the ubiquitous 
Filipino migrant worker. There are now over three million Filipino migrant 
workers spread out in various parts of the world, 600 000 in the Middle East 
alone. The government promotes labour migration to cope with the burden of 
obtaining foreign currency and to deal with unemployment at home. Now as in 
the past decades, the Filipino migrant worker has been the "beast of burden" 
of the Philippine economy. 


All of this has been going on even as the country has carefully carved out a 
political alliance with the United States and conformed to the dictates of 
friendship and cooperation with American political and economic interests in 
the region. How then have we reflected on economic life in such a context? 


Over the years, references to biblical perspectives on economic life in the 
Philippines have revolved around several images, particularly because we come 


from what is still an agrarian situation. The first image focuses on the 
recollection of the years of remission (i.e. the sabbath year, every seven 
years, the jubilee year, or every 50 years). These are limits placed by God 


on what is tolerable for those who suffer under the yoke of the economic and 
social arrangement of things in the present order. 


They are affirmed throughout the Bible but most specifically in the Old 
Testament. The principle of jubilee is that every fifty years, land, which 
is the primary means of livelihood and production, reverts back to the 


original owner. It is given a period of rest and reallocated in such a 
manner that its fruits can be shared more equitably by all (see especially 
Leviticus 25). Jubilee is seen not merely as an emergency measure to deal 


with a temporary malady but as a principle that has implications for, and must 
govern, social and economic relations in all their varied aspects. 


This principle is seen to intimate two very basic themes of the Biblical 
perspective on economic and social relations. The first has to do with the 
ownership of property (e.g. the means of production): absolute ownership is 
God's and God’s alone. Human possession is primarily stewardship. As such, 
human possession is never permanent. [over] 


philippines/2 


On the contrary, it must be periodically reallocated in such a manner that the 
fruits of what is possessed can be justly shared by all. The second is the 
rediscovery of the biblical perception that God gives special care and 
expresses a bias for those who suffer and are victimized by the present 
economic and social order. God imposes a respite from their suffering and 
oppression by providing a period of liberation and rest during which a new 
beginning may be made. 


Linked to this recollection of the years of remission is the celebration and 
adoption of the vision of new earth that is embodied in Second Isaiah. Here 
the new earth is described in terms of the basic theme that "they who build 
houses shall inhabit them" and "they who plant vineyards shall eat the fruits 
thereof" (Isaiah 65:21). Here, too, a new principle of human relationship 
is projected whereby ownership and labour are linked together and the 
enjoyment of benefits is bound to the investment of work. Those who toil 
must not only own, they must also benefit. The alienation between work and 
benefit is clearly addressed as a fundamental source of oppression and 
suffering. 


In more recent times, consideration of these two biblical themes has been 
conjoined with a social hermeneutic of our Lord’s Prayer "Forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors". In a country that wallows deeply in foreign 
debt, this line in our Lord’s Prayer suddenly takes on incredible social and 
economic significance. I am aware that there has been some debate about the 
proper translation of this part of our Lord’s petition. Yet we must ask: 
what does it mean for us to pray these lines in our present economic context? 
What does it mean that Jesus included and remembered indebtedness in his 
prayer? What does it mean that Jesus petitions for the erasure of debts? 


Recent interpretations have stressed that this reference is not only, or so 
much, to moral offenses, but literally to debts. The formulation of our 
Lord’s Prayer may, therefore, be linked with the principle of the sabbath and 
the jubilee in the Old Testament. Indebtedness, and the social and economic 
order that engenders it, are simply not commensurate with the quality of human 
relations before God. Not only must indebtedness be forgiven, the economic 
system that engenders it and creates the oppression of control and dependency 
must be erased as well. 


All of this indicates that economics cannot and must not be separated or 
isolated from the manner in which the Bible deals with social questions. In 
considering the economic system, we must recognize the issue of justice as the 
core of the biblical perspective on human relations and begin from that point. 


Yet we must acknowledge that nowhere in the Bible can we find universal norms 
or definitions of justice which may be applied to every concrete case. 
Rather we find in the Bible an endless number of concrete acts and events in 
which God and human beings act justly or unjustly. ... 


When these concrete indications of how one acts justly are brought together, 
a number of things may be said regarding the biblical perspective on justice 
as the core concept which must undergird all human relations: 


* Justice is a relational term. It involves the relation between two 
subjects rather than the relation of subjects to a universal idea. People 
live in relationship to each other as subjects. They live in community. 
It is in the negation of the subjectivity of one in relation to the other that” 
injustice occurs. In such a situation human relation as the relationship of 
subjects is falsified. To be faithful to this relationship of subjects is 
to be just. 


* These human relationships of subjects are both defined and intervened upon 
by an overarching and comprehensive relation: the action and involvement 
which God projects in the field of human history through God’s action of 
calling, freeing, protecting and leading God’s people. The freeing and 
leading action of God becomes the paradigm for all relations and thus also the 
paradigm for justice and loyalty. This paradigm is not an abstract concept. 
It is embodied in the stories of the mighty acts of deliverance whereby God 
takes upon Himself the freedom of those who are oppressed and captive. 


* In this sense, economic, social and political reality is viewed from a 
particular angle and justice takes on a certain tilt or bias. The bias is 
towards those who suffer and who need deliverance. The tilt is towards the 
poor, the defenceless and the weak. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


KEKKKKKKKKKKKKKEK 


In EPS 92.10.105, we erred in reporting that Bishop Gunnar Weman had been 
elected archbishop of the Church of Sweden on 20 October. In fact, Bishop 
Weman became the leading candidate after the church voting. There are two 
other candidates, Bishop Jonas Jonsson, and Bishop Henrik Svenungsson. The 
final choice will be made by the Swedish government. 


The EPS tentative deadlines for the remainder of this year are 16, 23, 30 
November, and 9 December. 


A Supplement to With All God’s People, The New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle is 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Price: Swiss francs 
24207 US*dol bars 17957 oneukK snounds ab..25% 
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EPS 92.11.01 
Zimbabwe leader urges African churches to speak for the poor 


The churches in Africa have been challenged to speak out against injustice and 
oppression and urged to promote peace, justice, unity and solidarity. 


Officially opening the sixth assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
in Harare (25 October), Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe told about 4000 
people, including 500 official delegates, that African churches should commit 
themselves to the enhancement of the quality of life of humankind in physical, 
spiritual and intellectual terms. 


Mugabe said that although the State and the Church are autonomous 
institutions, "they are complementary in their service to man" and "both 
contribute to his personal and social fulfilment". 


He added: "The more they cooperate in this respect, the more effectively will 
they serve the good of all. Therefore", he went on, "the Church and the State 
are both at the service of the community". 


The President condemned violence in South Africa and elsewhere on the African 
continent and urged churches "to preach and promote the practice of equality, 
justice and selflessness as cardinal pillars of society". 


He noted that the church’s role in society is to "stand fearlessly for truth 
and honesty" and "to speak out clearly regarding the moral and ethical 
implications of any policies and actions, and to place the insights of the 
Church’s social doctrine at the service of the wider community". 


President Mugabe commended "the practical help" which the churches in Zimbabwe 
extended to destitute people such as refugees and displaced persons during and 
immediately after Zimbabwe’s liberation struggle. He added: "We also see the 
same humanitarian efforts being made in Mozambique, Ethiopia, Somalia, Angola 
and South Africa". 


He also challenged the churches to "awaken the conscience of the international 
community to its duty of sharing the burden of caring for displaced persons, 
either due to war, or ethnic violence or natural disasters. 


"The Church should also meet the humanitarian challenge of providing the much 
needed spiritual and material support needed for the welfare of the most 
vulnerable groups in our societies, whether these are the disabled, the aged 
or children", he said. 


Replying to President Mugabe’s address, Southern African Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu paid tribute to Mugabe’s policy of reconciliation with the former 
colonial foes and attributed this to the African’s "incredible capacity to 
forgive". 


He also extended words of gratitude to the government of Zimbabwe and other 
African countries for hosting thousands of South African exiles in their 
territories. Tutu noted the churches’ role "as voices for the voiceless" and 
told Mugabe that the churches "will keep governments on their toes as we seek 
to be the voice of the voiceless". 


"We will speak against oppression and against Africa’s appalling record of 
human rights violations", he said, and added that in many African countries 
the only thing that has changed since independence "is the colour of the 
oppressor". 


Barlier, Anglican Bishop Jonathan Siyachitema, president of the Zimbabwe 
Council of Churches, told the opening ceremony that the church will continue 
championing the cause of the less privileged in society. 


On the assembly’s theme - "Abundant Life in Jesus Christ" - Siyachitema said 
there is not much abundance to talk about in Africa as the continent is 
"littered with many wrongs which must be put right". 


He added that Africans are "tired of false promises" by governments and hoped 
that the assembly would address the issues which plague Africa. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.02 
Africa headed for "dark ages of poverty", church assembly told 


After emerging from "the lost decade of the 80s", Africa is headed "toward the 
dark age of poverty and degradation in the 90s". This observation was made by 
Jose Chipenda, general secretary of the Kenya-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC) in his report to the ecumenical body’s sixth assembly in 
Harare/Zimbabwe (25-29 October). 


He noted that many explanations have been offered for this state of affairs, 
among them the strong intervention of the state in the economy, the high and 
uncontrolled population growth, the incapacity of Africans to manage the 
economy, the institutional corruption, and the absence of popular 
participation in the organization and management of the economy. 


He said the debt burden has further plunged the continent in a major crisis, 
and that the escalating cost of living continues to undermine the morale of 
young people, resulting in violence, homelessness, street children, increased 
unemployment, prostitution and the temptation by hard-up African countries to 
accept toxic industrial waste in exchange "for the mighty dollar". 


The drought which is ravaging 12 countries in southern and eastern Africa has 
also contributed to the worsening economic situation there, Chipenda said, and 
called for the development of long-term strategy "which assures the poorest 
of this continent access to food, shelter and health facilities". 


On civil and other strife in Africa, Chipenda noted that while Europe is 
marching towards unity, "Africa is painfully moving in the opposite 
direction". He added that in October 1990 when the world witnessed the 
euphoria of German reunification, Rwanda, a former German colony, was invaded 
by exiled armed Rwandese stationed in Uganda. 


Ethnicity in many countries, he said, is a source of pride and encouragement 
to participate in nation-building. But in Africa, he lamented, ethnicity has 
become a source of destruction and conflict. "We were appalled to see brother 
kill brother in a number of countries including Kenya and South Africa and 
painfully watch the disintegration of Somalia", he said. 


Chipenda noted the "democratic wind of change" which continues unabated across 
Africa. As a result of this, he added, ten African heads of state (in Liberia, 
Tchad, Sao Tomé, Somalia, Cape Verde, Benin, Mali, Lesotho, Ethiopia and 
Zambia) were either voted out of office, exiled, or murdered between 10 
September 1990 and 31 October 1991. 


While welcoming the wave of democratic change in Africa, Chipenda cautioned 
against the "naive belief" that a combination of democracy and multi-partyism 
will bring prosperity to Africa. "What we observe", he said, "is the emergence 
of new sources of conflict". 


He added: "For this reason we say: while democracy is good, we should not lose 
sight of the dangers multi-partyism can introduce into the African body 
politic. An inflated number of [political] parties does not make a country 
democratic", he said. "Instead, it is the freedom to accept without 
discrimination the best contributions coming from citizens that make a country 
democratically progressive". 


Chipenda decried divisions within African Protestantism which, he said, are 
"depressing" and need the "undivided attention of all AACC member churches". 


He referred to an AACC-commissioned study on the emergence of new religious 
movements in Africa which he said had revealed that the churches there are not 
only divided into "liberals" and "fundamentalists" but also into mainline and 
pentecostal churches. These differences, he noted, arise not only from "our" 
understanding of God, but also from the very interpretation of the Bible and 
the reading of the signs of the times. 


In his report, AACC president Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu said the Harare assembly was meeting "in a world different to that which 
was our context when we met in 1987" (in Lomé/Togo for the fifth assembly). 
[over] 
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"The Berlin Wall is no more. Germany is united. We have seen the spectacular 
collapse of Communism possibly triggered off by Gorbachev’s perestroika and 
glasnost. 


"There is now no longer a Soviet Union and the Cold War has ended. Without 
doubt some of these developments have affected what has taken place in other 
parts of our global village. The events in eastern Europe have given a 
stimulus to the desire for democracy and multi-partyism" in many African 
countries including Angola and Mozambique. 


Tutu went on: "How wonderful to think that Benin now has a freely-elected, 
democratic government and that the churches there played a crucial role in the 
peaceful transition from military dictatorship to multi-party democracy". 


He noted "turmoil and agitation for democracy" in Zaire, in Kenya, in 
Seychelles, in the Malagasy Republic, and added "Africa will not be the same 
again". 


He said the so-called ordinary people, "God’s favourites, are sick and tired 
of corruption, repression, injustice, poverty, disease and the violation of 
their human rights. And they are crying out ‘enough is enough’". 


He praised "the God of surprises" for Namibia’s independence, and asked "Who 
would have thought that our dreams and those of the world would have come true 
so wonderfully when Nelson Mandela walked out of prison on 11 February, 
49902 3 


He concluded that the African continent still suffers from the enormous debt 
burden. "Africa still bleeds from unnecessary internecine strife in Liberia, 
in Burundi, in Somalia, in the Sudan, and there is turmoil in Ethiopia, in 
Mali, in Algeria", and he added: "the catalogue is still too extensive". 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.11.03 
Tutu re-elected AACC president 


The Sixth Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches re-elected 
Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu to a second term as 
president of the Nairobi-based ecumenical body. 


Elected unanimously, Tutu will head the 25-member AACC general committee until 
the next assembly in five years’ time. 


Also elected were four new vice-presidents: Kwesi A. Dickson (Methodist 
Church of Ghana); Mary Owuor-Jalang’o ({Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Kenya); Rose Zoe Obianga (Presbyterian Church of Cameroon); and Bishop 
Serapion (Coptic Orthodox Church/Egypt). [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.04 
AACC urges African leaders to respect democratic initiatives 


The AACC assembly meeting in Harare/Zimbabwe (25-29 October) sent letters to 
the presidents of Zambia, Mozambique, Benin, and Angola to express the 
Church’s concern over the fragile democratic initiatives there. A letter was 
also sent to Alphonso Dhlakama, leader of the Mozambique Resistance Movement 
(RENAMO) in which the assembly urged him to respect the recently-signed peace 
accord with the Mozambican government, and pleaded "please do everything 
within your powers to halt any further destruction of the country of 


Mozambique". 


The assembly also sent letters of condolences to Pope Shenouda III (Coptic 
Orthodox Church); Patriarch Parthenios (Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Alexandria and All Africa); Abdel Messiah Istahanous (Coptic Evangelical 
Church/Synod of the Nile); and to Ghais Abdel Malek (Anglican Church), 
following the earthquake which devastated parts of the Egyptian capital last 


month. [EPS] 
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EMBARGOED TILL 15 NOVEMBER 
EPS) 92-.a1.05 


Ecumenical grants to combat racism announced 


The World Council of Churches announced (15 November) a total of 205 500 US 
dollars in grants to 21 groups of racially oppressed and eight anti-racism 
support groups from its Special Fund to Combat Racism. Money for the fund 
comes from designated contributions by WCC members, congregations, ecumenical 
councils, church agencies, anti-racism groups, and governments. 


The annual grants, the first of which were disbursed in 1970, are given to 
organizations whose purpose "must not be in conflict with the general purpose 
of the WCC and its programme units, and the grants are to be used for 
humanitarian activities" such as "social, health and educational purposes, 
Legaledided . 3m 


Grants from the previous five years were 539 000 US dollars (1987), 635 O00 
(1988) po 63559 000041989), 549000 (1990)/ and; 505° :000:<(1991,)'e-Incliding "this 
year’s grants, the total amount of grants since 1970 is US$ 10 075 500. 


In the past years, about half of all grants went to the African National 
Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress, the two leading movements in the 
fight against apartheid or separate development in South Africa. 


Last year, the WCC announced that the 1991 allocation marked the beginning of 
a shift of emphasis from groups struggling for the elimination of apartheid 
in South Africa which has been a feature of WCC work on racism since the 
establishment of the PCR. "New emphases are now the struggle of the indigenous 
peoples for land rights, self-determination and cultural identity and women 
in situations of racist oppression" as identified by the Seventh Assembly, in 
Canberra/Australia, 7-20 February 1991 (EPS 91.11.37). 


In a letter to WCC member churches at the end of September, General Secretary 
Emilio castro noted that in approving this year’s grants, the Executive 
Committee authorized him to make extraordinary additional grants of two kinds. 
Up to US$ 20 O00 has been set aside to support "indigenous groups from Latin 
America who are engaged in activities to mark 500 years since the settlement 
by Europeans". Moreover, "given the vexed process of change in South Africa", 
a sum equal to 35 per cent of this year’s contributions to the Fund has been 
allocated to support projects "which promote peace, unity and reconciliation 
and yet effectively address the legacy of apartheid". Churches have been 
invited to nominate groups in both of these categories. These allocations are 
expected to be announced in November. 


At the request of the WCC executive committee which met in September 1991 in 
Geneva/Switzerland, General Secretary Emilio Castro re-launched the Special 
Fund in Santiago de Chile, venue of the meeting of the executive committee on 
20 March 1991 (EPS 92.03.40). 


The purpose of re-launching the Fund, explained Barney Pityana, then-programme 
executive in the Programme To Combat Racism, was to raise the visibility of 
the project "at a time when much is changing in the world" (EPS 92.03.07). 


On the occasion of the re-launch, Castro issued a statement which said the 


Fund "... is the visible expression of the World Council of Churches’ 
commitment to the elimination of racism and all forms of discrimination". He 
added: "It [the Fund] is also an instrument of the churches’ solidarity with 


the racially oppressed. As the churches act together to eliminate all forms 
of injustice in the world, they are channels of God’s redemptive action in the 
world". ; 


Some of this year’s first-time recipients (with grants in US dollars in 
parentheses) are Trade Union Committee for Aboriginal Rights, Australia 
(5000), Aotearoa/New Zealand; Ili Noho Kai O Anahola, USA (5000), North 
Carolina Indian Cultural Centre (10 000), and Tate Topa Native American 
Centre, USA (10 000). Newham Asian Women’s Project, United Kingdom (9 000); 
Federacion de Mujeres del Distrito Sur Andino Inka, Peru (3000); the Council 
of Gypsy Entrepreneurs, Czechoslovakia (2500); and Committee Against Double 
Punishment, France (7 500). 


Regionally, grants to both groups of the racially oppressed and support groups 
break-down as follows; Asia and Pacific (15 500), North America (70 OOO), 
Europe (45 500), Latin America (74 500). [EPS] 
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UK: Privatization of morality hurts society, says Carey (Robert Nowell") 


A renewed warning of the dangers for society of the privatization of morality, 
when what is good or evil is treated as a matter of individual opinion, has 
come from the Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey. Less than a month ago, 
in a scathing indictment of the principles underlying the policies pursued by 
British governments over the past 13 years, he said that the privatization of 
morality threatened to undermine the cohesion of society (EPS 92.10.94). 


Speaking at Ripon, Yorkshire, (30 October), Carey warned that if the 
privatization of morality spread through the institutions of society, it would 
undermine the trust people placed in them. So far Britain had been relatively 
fortunate in the extent to which its people had been able to trust those in 
key institutions to work honestly to serve the public interest. 


"In each case, their legitimacy and effectiveness rests on that trust", he 
said. Industry, banks, the armed services, the police, the criminal justice 
system, the royal family, the civil service, the medical and political 
establishments, the churches - "none can flourish without the trust of the 
people that their leaders have an essentially moral purpose; that, whatever 
their weaknesses, they are trying to serve their fellow human beings, not just 
themselves; that self-interest is not unbridled but is harnessed to a wider 
good end and is therefore honourable and acceptable". 


He was not calling for a revival of self-righteousness, or for any one 
institution in society to claim an absolute moral authority over all others. 
Still less did he wish to encourage "the deplorable practice of trawling 
through the private histories of public figures in order to use weaknesses 
against them". But he did call on every responsible citizen to reflect deeply 
upon the consequences for our society if morality is privatized. "I urge that 
moral purposes alone are the basis of the mutual trust which makes our life 
together on earth bearable, let alone good", he said. "Moral standards are 
indivisible, and do not appear and disappear like the Cheshire Cat according 
to whether we move from the private into the public sphere." 


Among principles which, he suggested, the church could share with the society 
of which it formed a part were: the idea that there are eternal values, 
absolute standards of right and wrong, good and bad, towards which it is our 
collective duty to strive; a sharing of the earth’s resources with one 
another; and vigorous participation in the many groups which lie between the 
individual and central government. 


He noted that the rich one-third of the world’s population gobbled up two- 
thirds of the world’s resources: "It is the rich West which is the main 
polluter of our atmosphere and the main exploiter of the fragile earth’s 
natural resources", he said. 


Earlier, he suggested that British society had made "an unholy mess" of the 
two concepts "private" and "public". "In matters of morality what should 
remain private and intimate is too often made public", he said, “and what 
should be public is made private." 


He believed that the constant marketing of explicit sex and human pain, in 
most cases purely for entertainment, nourished a damaging obsession with these 
aspects of life. "It may make irresponsible attitudes and dangerous behaviour 
more likely in society at large", he said. "For it detaches our experience of 
sex, pain and suffering from any context of love and respect for other people 
- and the weakening of that link can have dire consequences." 


He also stressed a right to privacy. "Surely it is self-evident that the right 
to be alone, or with another person in private, is a fundamental aspect of 
individual freedom and essential to the growth of human personality", he said, 
and described commercially motivated intrusions on privacy as a serious 
potential threat to human dignity and rights. At the same time he warned that 
all public figures could not escape some concentration on their private lives. 
"The person who systematically deceives his or her spouse financially or 
sexually is not likely to escape the downward spiral of deception in other 
parts of life", he said. [EPS] 


("Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 
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Delayed food distribution worsens African drought 


A World Council of Churches staff member who visited the southern African 
countries of Mozambique, Swaziland and South Africa (29 September-13 October) 
says the effects of the current drought there are becoming more widespread. 


Pamela Greet, a WCC African drought consultant, said that six months after the 
United Nations conference held in Geneva to rally international support for 
drought relief in southern and eastern Africa, some countries in the region 
have not yet received the food aid which was pledged by governments and other 
agencies. 


Greet cited Swaziland as one of the countries that have not yet received the 
international food aid for the estimated 270 000 people faced with starvation. 
She stated, however, that locally purchased food has been distributed by the 
Council of Swaziland Churches since August to 28 000 people. She added that 
out of a total budget of 521 000 US dollars, only 192 000 dollars have so far 
been pledged for relief there. 


In Zimbabwe, delays in the distribution of food from the World Food Programme 
have affected large numbers of people. The situation there, she said, is 
extremely grim and is being compounded by a serious shortage of water. As a 
result of the shortage, monthly food rations are now being cut from 15 to five 
kilos per person for the estimated 4.5 million people who rely on food aid. 
"This reflects how serious the situation is", she added. 


In Mozambique, the peace prospects following the signing of an accord (4 
October) between the government of President Joachim Chissano and the 
Mozambique National Resistance Movement (RENAMO) led by Alfonso Dhlakama has 
not -eased the effects of the drought on the population, said Greet. 


She added that although many places which were under RENAMO control before the 
peace treaty have now been opened up to UN and other agencies, the rate of 
malnutrition has not changed. She cited one area in Mozambique with a 75 per 
cent malnutrition rate in a population of two million. 


The food distribution to an estimated 4.5 million people displaced within 
Mozambique itself, she said, has been slowed down by poor infrastructure and 
the war. In many places within the country the conditions are much worse than 
those faced by Mozambicans exiled in South Africa and in Malawi. 


On the peace accord itself, Greet said that "a very palpable atmosphere of 
expectation and anticipation" has developed even though many Mozambican 
refugees have adopted a "wait-and-see" attitude and would not want to go back 
home yet. 


Greet said the Malawian food supply situation is even worse because of the 
land-locked nature of the country and the political situation which has 
rendered the country "fairly volatile". She said that because of the severity 
of the situation, food meant for Mozambican refugees has been "borrowed" to 
feed Malawians. Greet said the next six months will be difficult and 
unpredictable. She noted that because of the emphasis on food distribution, 
other responsibilities such as the distribution of seeds and tools have 
suffered. She said some of the relief programmes have been well supported but 
pleaded with donors to "galvanize support as much as possible" to reduce the 
effects of the drought on the affected populations. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.08 
Hungary: 47 years of Reformation celebrated 


Celebrations to mark the 475th anniversary of the 16th century Reformation 
were held in Budapest/Hungary (31 October), according to a press release from 
the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary. Among those attending the 
ceremony were leaders from the Baptist, Lutheran and Methodist churches. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.09 
Nigeria: Presbyterian Church elects new moderator 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria has elected Akanu 
Alu Otu, 56, as its new moderator, according to a press statement (29 October) 
from the PCN. Otu, who will serve for three years, succeeds Mba Ogarekpe 
Ogarekpe. [EPS] 
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Chung’s film, an eye-opener to her life, work 


In her dramatic presentation on the theme "Come Holy Spirit", Korean feminist 
theologian Chung Hyun-Kyung shocked many delegates at the WCC’s 1991 Assembly 
(in Canberra/Australia 7-20 February) by invoking the spirits of victims of 
tragic death. 


Her own image of the Holy Spirit, Chung said, derives not from her training 
aS a systematic theologian but from "my gut feeling deep in my people’s 
collective unconsciousness that comes from thousands of years’ of 
spirituality". 


Reactions to Chung’s presentation in Canberra ranged widely. A number of 
Assembly participants and subsequent commentators described it as 
"syncretism". 


Confessing that she would "rather do theology that my mother can understand" 
than academic theology, Chung concludes with an appeal to her critics: "Listen 
to us for a while! It will be liberating, healing. Don’t take our claim as a 
threat. It is an invitation, a gift". 


The film was produced by Udo Kilimann. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.11 
Nigeria: Christian body says poll exercise a deception 


In a strongly-worded statement, the Christian Association of Nigeria warned 
in October that the country’s military government would be "answerable to our 
Creator for the undoubtedly devastating consequences of an election exercise 
which was in fact a colossal, notorious and ungodly deceit". 


The elections were to return civilian government to Nigeria next month after 
nine years of military rule. But President Ibrahim Babangida’s six-year 
process of restoring democracy has run into serious snags. 


Despite assurances from the electoral commission that there would be "no place 
for ‘money-bags’", a first round of primary elections in August "was a total 
disgrace", CAN says, "plagued by bare-faced and scandalous rigging". 


In mid-October Babangida annulled the results of the September presidential 
primary and dismissed the leadership of the two parties set up by the 
government to avoid regional and ethnic fragmentation. 


According to the CAN statement, vote-buying was successful because so many 
people "had no choice but to accept a temporary means for filling their empty 
stomachs, thanks to the dilapidated and debilitating economy of Nigeria ... 


The whole episode is even more disheartening when one recalls the open secret 
that the source of the filthy affluence ... was not only the ill-gotten wealth 
from a nation whose majority was already perishing with hunger, but also from 
countries which over the years have been engaged in activities inimical to the 
welfare, progress and stability of our great nation". 


The statement concludes by warning that "in view of the concatenation of those 
abominable events which have been narrated in this paper, it is obvious that 
anybody who now emerges as president after such an ignominious election cannot 


be acceptable to the generality of the masses”. 


That, it says, would lend credence to the popular belief that "the Federal 
Military Government has all along had a master plan to impose on us a 
particular person, belonging to a particular “religion, as head of this 


nation". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.12 
South Africa: Church leaders to march on "homeland" 


A "walk" through the main streets of Mmabatho, the capital city of the South 
African "homeland" of Bophuthatswana by local priests, deans, bishops, 
archbishops and other church leaders, is planned for 26 November, according 
to a press release from the South African Council of Churches. The release 
said the walk has no political links. Said J. Tselapedi, head of the 
Bophuthatswana Human Rights Conference Planning Committee: "We are not going 
to submit any memorandum, we are not making any demands from anybody, we are 
just making a public statement disputing what the Mangope government is saying 
about human rights in Bophuthatswana and we will just be asking God to deliver 
us from this suffering". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.13 
US church delegation to Cuba urges halt to sanctions 


A 22-member delegation of the US-based Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
and the United Church of Christ has expressed strong opposition to the 
continuing US trade sanctions against Cuba. In a statement issued (26 
September) after a five-day visit to the island nation, the delegation urged 
the United States government and others "to cease all economic sanctions and 
political attacks against Cuba". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.14 
Boff, liberation theologian, takes up teaching job 


Liberation theologian Leonardo Boff, who resigned end of June (EPS 92.07.51) 
from the Franciscan Order and from the priesthood, is to take up a 
professorial chair of ethics and spirituality in the State University of Rio 
de Janeiro, according to a report appearing in the Roman Catholic weekly, The 
Tablet. Boff said in an open letter that he took the step "not to be free from 
the Church, which I love and shall never abandon, but to be free to work 
without impediment". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.15 
Leadership seminar for Africa, Caribbean coming 


An international Christian leadership summit for Africa and the Caribbean is 
to be held (8-13 February 1993) in Harare/Zimbabwe. A press release from the 
organizers invites attendance by Church leaders, pastors, evangelists and lay 
men and women. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.16 
Madagascar: Church of Christ synod discusses democracy 


The quadrennial general synod of the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar was 
held (in Tananarive, 19-29 September) under the WCC’s Canberra Assembly theme, 
"Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation". Attended by 300 people mainly 
from the church’s 77 regional synod areas, the meeting discussed, among other 
topics, how to reduce the present number of synod areas by merging the 
existing ones and also the churches’ involvement in the democratization 
process in Madagascar. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.17 
England: churches targeted by thieves 


Churches in England have become a prime target for thieves, according to a 
report in Church Scene of 28 August. Citing an earlier item which appeared in 
the Church of England Newspaper, the report said the number of thefts has 
increased enormously over the last five years and have affected over half the 
churches. They are being committed by professional thieves who subsequently 
ship the most valuable items to Japan, the US and Germany for sale. Among 
articles stolen are brass eagle lecterns worth between 15 and 20 O00 pounds, 
the report said. [EPS] 


OS oe a ae 


Cuban Catholic bishops against police surveillance of priests 


A report appearing in the 24 October issue of The Tablet says Cuban bishops 
have been angered by security police surveillance of parish priests carrying 
out their religious duties in church. It cites two incidents in September in 
which two priests were arrested and accused of using anti-Castro slogans. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.19 
South Africa: Chikane concerned about situation in Angola 


Concerned about the deteriorating security situation in Angola, South African 
Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane wrote (3 October) to 
President F.W de Klerk of South Africa and to UN Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros Ghali. Chikane urged Boutros Ghali to "... follow up with rigour and 
thoroughness any shred of evidence of involvement of any element or country 
in supporting UNITA" in its rejection of the election results there. "UNITA 
and Dr Savimbi are setting a precedent whereby results of an internationally 
brokered and observed democratic process can be defied without any fear of 
concrete censure from the international community", Chikane wrote. [EPS]. 


: EPS 92.11.20 
Church of England advisory group assumes ecumenical role 


The Church of England’s Mission Theological Advisory group is now ecumenical 
following its reconstitution to include nine members - five Anglicans and one 
member each from the Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian (Church of 
Scotland) and Baptist churches. Formerly composed of seven Anglicans with two 
observers from outside the Church of England, the Group is technically a sub- 
committee of the Church of England’‘s Board of Mission. The Group is chaired 
by Bishop Nazir-Ali, general secretary of the Church Missionary Society. [EPS] 


BP SiO ae ieee og 
Tanzania: Lutheran church leader dies 


The presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, Sebastian 
Kolowa, died on 26 October. A leading figure in the Lutheran church, Kolowa 
served on the executive committee of the Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation from 1985 to 1989, and represented Lutherans at the 1985 Lambeth 
Conference of Anglican bishops which took place in England. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.22 
British, Irish churches concerned about the homeless 


The presidents of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland issued a 
statement (3 November) expressing "alarm" at the growing homelessness and 
housing needs in Britain. The statement said the government is responsible for 
developing long term, viable solutions to the problem. [EPS] 


BPS hO2 wat BB 
Ecutext: WCC Letter to Member Churches in Sri Lanka 


The following letter was sent (16 October) by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro to all WCC member churches in Sri Lanka. 


The bitter conflict which has for so long been raging in Sri. Lanka is reaching 
a new and terrible intensity. Reports continue to reach us of an increase in 
the government’s military offensive, of the slaughter of innocent villagers 
by militant groups, of attacks, including aerial assault, in which civilian 
populations in the North and East suffer death and injury, and the loss of 
homes and livelihood. 


As a result, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of refugees and 
displaced persons, stretching to their limits the already strained resources 
of these beleaguered areas. The restrictions on the supply of food and 
medicines are causing continued suffering to a population which has, for 
several years, looked in vain for the alleviation of misery, for genuine 
concern for its plight, and a peaceful settlement of the conflict. [over] 


sri lanka/2 


The World Council of Churches has always emphasized the priority of settling 
the ethnic and political disputes in Sri Lanka by peaceful negotiation. It is 
as clear as it always was that violence and bloodshed can never solve 
disputes. Rather, the assault upon one ethnic group based on the exclusive 
claims of another, the loss of life, the disregard for human dignity, the 
abuse of human rights, by whomsoever they are perpetrated, lead inexorably to 
brutalization and yet further abuses. Trust and tolerance are broken down, and 
are replaced by resentment, anger and the desire for revenge. The vicious 
cycle of fear and hatred becomes unstoppable. 


The special call of the churches in situations of war and violence is always 
to be peacemakers where there is as yet no peace, and to seek to bring healing 
and renewal to communities torn apart by injustice and a passion for power. 
We stand alongside all our member churches in Sri Lanka, and all those 
committed to similar endeavour, as they pursue this difficult ministry of 
peace-making and reconciliation. We continue to pray for them and with them, 
asking for God’s power to strengthen and encourage them. We ask the churches 
to convey to all parties to the conflict the sincere desire of the World 
Council of Churches to help in every way possible in the resolution of the 
conflict by peaceful means. We stand ready to promote and to join in any 
conversations where our good offices might be of service. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.24 
Ecutext: Appeal for the Reception of Refugees from Bosnia 


The following joint appeal by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), and Jean Fischer, general secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC), was sent (30 October) to their member 
churches through national councils of churches. 


The special rapporteur of the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations, 
Mr Tadeusz Mazowiecki, returning from his second visit to former Yugoslavia, 
reported in dramatic terms on the extremely precarious situation of about 
10 000 persons held in "refugee centres" which he has said can only be 
described as camps. According to Mr Mazowiecki these persons, the majority of 
whom are Muslims, are in danger of death if nothing is done for them 
immediately. The International Committee of the Red Cross is negotiating the 
release of these persons, but their transfer cannot be organized unless there 
is a guaranteed place of reception. 


A first transfer of 5000 people had to be postponed. Until now only a few 
countries have offered to receive a very limited number of these "detainees" 
as they are called, in spite of commitments made during the London Conference. 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has issued a renewed and 
urgent appeal to the international community "to open its doors for the 
thousands of detainees awaiting evacuation from the camps in ex-Yugoslavia". 


Among the reasons given by governments for their reluctance to respond is the 
argument that the evacuation of large numbers of persons would favour the 
objectives of those who pursue ethnic purification. In Mr Mazowiecki’s opinion 
this is a false dilemma because the alternative is the death of the victims. 
Another consideration is that the refugees from Bosnia-Hercegovina should be 
accommodated as close as possible to their places of origin in order to 
facilitate their return. However, Croatia has declared that it has reached the 
limit of its capacity of reception (an estimated 700 000 refugees are in 
Croatia). Serbia is in a similar situation with 500 000 refugees and under the 
circumstances the Muslim refugees of Bosnia would find difficulty in seeking 
refuge in Serbia. 


We call on you to make every possible effort to intervene with the government 
of your country to ensure that sufficient places be provided immediately for 
all the victims who through the care of the ICRC and UNHCR can be brought out 
of the camps of Bosnia. We ask you to do what is in your power to mobilize the 
churches and the resources of the churches to this effect, to make the fullest 
possible use of the expertise of the church-related agencies dealing with 
refugee assistance, and to seek cooperation with other agencies in your 
country. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.25 
Ecutext: WCC Christmas Message 


The following is the full text of the Christmas Message from WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro. 


Once again we are gathered to celebrate the birth of the child Jesus. This 
is the festival of the family, the celebration of love and hope. Yet in the 
Christmas story the name of Herod, the soldiers, the massacre of the children 
are also there, casting a shadow over our joy. They remind us of the reality 
of the world. As we celebrate Christmas today we live in the same climate of 
violence, death and tragedy as at that first Christmas. How can we celebrate 
joyfully when so many people all over the world are weeping helplessly and in 
despair as violence and death triumph? 


We cannot shut our minds to the horror of Somalia and Sarajevo. We cannot 
forget the suffering of the children of Armenia or the misery of the children 
of Haiti. Even in the supposedly developed countries the infant mortality 
rates are rising alarmingly. Herod’s henchmen are still at work in our world, 
sowing death and sorrow. In a real sense the human race needs to undergo a 
conversion; we need to be jolted out of our resigned acceptance of evil so 
that once again we can affirm life as we are called to do. 


Celebrating Christmas once more, reading again the gospel story could be the 
starting point of this conversion. There we are told "a child is born to us", 
surrounded by the affection of family and neighbours, visited by strangers 
from afar come to celebrate with them. The angels in heaven join in the 
people’s rejoicing and watch over the baby and his family. 


Egypt opens its doors and offers a safe refuge to the poor and humble family. 
The whole account tells of the joy of a birth, but at the same time it tells 
of looming danger and fear, the need to flee in search of a refuge. The 
mothers of Bethlehem, like those of Rama do not want and cannot accept 
consolation. No-one has the right to speak pious words in face of so much 
sorrow. In the presence of such grief we can only offer silent respect. 


A few weeks ago I was asked to conduct the funeral of the victims of the 
Ciskei massacre in South Africa. More than 200 people fell wounded by the 
repressors’ bullets and 30 were killed; Fifty thousand people gathered in 
the blazing sun to pay a last homage to their loved ones. For the families 
it was a difficult experience as they stood beside the coffins, caught by the 
excitement of a crowd that glimpsed the hope of change in their country yet 
torn by grief over the loss of their loved ones, fathers, mothers, sons and 
daughters who had fallen in the struggle for dignity. How can they find 
consolation, where can they draw the strength to go on affirming that life, 
love, faith are stronger than death, resignation and cynicism? 


The child of Bethlehem grew up to show God‘s purpose of love for all his 
children in all its fullness. On the cross he opens the arms of solidarity 
with all those who suffer, to affirm on the morning of the resurrection that 
in God there is eternal life. The children of Bethlehem and the young people 
of Ciskei, side by side with the crucified one of Jerusalem, live for ever in 
the mystery of God, surrounding us like a "cloud of witnesses", affirming the 
love, solidarity and hope made manifest in the child of Bethlehem. 


In love and solidarity we find the power to foil the plans of evil. God has 
a purpose to which we are called - to affirm the victory of love which none 
can halt. In the child of Bethlehem we are given the key that will help us 
to confront the tragic situations of yesterday and Suey he It is God who gives 
consolation, God who sustains us. [over] 


christmas message/2 


Our celebration of Christmas in the midst of a cruel world must not be an act 
of selfishness that cuts us off from this world but a sign of hope, a call to 
love, an act of solidarity. There is no consolation in Rama, in Bethlehem and 
so many other places of tragedy in our world today. But perhaps as we 
contemplate the cross and the resurrection we can find that power of God which 
passes all our human understanding and which can transform our tears into 
resistance and our anguish into hope. 


As the family of churches gathered together in the World Council of Churches 
we celebrate Christmas to express our unity in the worship of the child of 
Bethlehem and to find there the source of our solidarity, our service and our 
hope. 


May God richly bless you! [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.26 
Ecutext: WCC Statement on ANC Human Rights Violations 


The following is the text of a statement issued (26 October) by WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro on the admission by ANC President Nelson Mandela that 
his movement violated the human rights of detainees in its camps in the 
African states where the ANC was based. A letter was also sent to Mandela by 
Castro expressing the concern of the churches on the matter. 


It was with much regret and sorrow that the World Council of Churches learned 
about the extent of human rights violations in the detention camps controlled 
by the African National Congress in the African states where the ANC was 
based. 


We appreciate the admission of responsibility contained in the statement by 
Dr Nelson Mandela, President of ANC as well as the commitment by the ANC’s 
National Executive Committee to consider the specific recommendations of the 
Commission of Enquiry. 


We accept that in the circumstances in which ANC was operating, infiltration 
by agents of the South African police was likely and that such infiltration 
often led to deaths of many innocent activists. This, however, does not 
justify the degrading and inhuman treatment exposed by the ANC’s own 
Commission of Enquiry. . 


As an organization committed to justice, the ANC is under obligation to honour 
its own principles in the treatment even of those who pose danger to its 
members and who intend to cause damage to their struggle. 


We believe that the ANC’s new enquiry should be completed with speed. It is 
our hope that those responsible will be identified and, as a mark of honour, 
any who hold office in the ANC will be disciplined or asked to resign. ANC 
owes it to the people of South Africa whom it wishes to represent to act and 
to be seen to act with integrity and honour in matters which affect its life. 


None of this affects the relationship between the ANC and the churches. At no 
stage did the churches signal total approval of everything the ANC or any 
other organization whose struggle for justice WCC supported, stood for or did. 
We believe that our solidarity actions are justified by the abhorrent system 
of apartheid and its dreadful toll on human dignity. 


In response to the gospel message, we honour those who took sacrificial action 
and made a commitment to justice and engaged in actions to liberate themselves 
and their fellow humanity from the yoke of oppression. That principle remains 
even now as the people of South Africa are struggling towards a negotiated 
constitutional future. Nothing should be done at this stage to divert 
attention from that goal. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.27 
Ecuview: Economic Life in the Philippines (reziciano v. carino) 


This is the second of a two-part item which first appeared in the September 
issue Of REFORMED WORLD, a publication of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches. Carino is the general secretary of the National Council 
of Churches in the Philippines. The first part appeared as EPS 92.10.118. 


God, a ruler, or a social order is just when it acts in favour of and brings 
about the deliverance of victims, the defenceless and the downtrodden. 


* The condition towards which acts of justice move is shalom. "Shalom" as 
Walter Brueggeman has pointed out "is the substance of the biblical vision of 
the community embracing all creation. It refers to all those resources and 
factors which make communal harmony joyous and effective." This condition 
must not be viewed as utopian. It is, rather, the concretion of tangible 
acts of struggle undertaken at every level of life. 


Thus on the one hand, shalom is an all-embracing and comprehensive, but at the 


same time very concrete, condition of attainment. ft covers: (abi Our 
relationships with nature, as in the quieting of a storm, the cessation of 
destructive rain, or the fruitfulness of the land. It also involves the 


equanimity and harmony of economic, social and political life found in the 
freeing of a people, the feeding of the hungry, the giving of sight to the 
blind, and the overcoming of economic injustice and oppression. 


On the other hand, the possibility and attainment of shalom is always 
endangered by forces that contradict and oppose it. Shalom is not, 
therefore, a condition which invites passivity but continuous struggle. fe 
must be created, aspired to, and maintained again and again over and against 
the powers and instrumentalities of destruction and death. To seek and 
pursue shalom is to be engaged continually in the struggle for justice. 


* Economic life, both as the practice and the system by which the benefits and 
resources of the whole of God’s creation are managed and used, is to be seen 
not aS a separate condition of "Scientific" activity, but as an ingredient in 
the over-all condition of human relations which has social and even cosmic 
dimensions. Economic justice becomes, in this context, an ingredient of the 
encompassing harmony which God wishes for God’s people and God’s whole 
creation. At the same time, injustice is the betrayal of the harmonious 
-relationship of subjects under God. Consequently, an unjust situation always 
involves someone being wronged, being victimized, being put in a situation of 
oppression. Justice can only be understood and done from the perspective of 
those who are being wronged and victimized, those who are poor and oppressed. 


From this perspective, the economic system, embodying both the order of the 
present arrangement of things and the "logic" by which that order is 


understood and operated, must be viewed from an alternative angle. The angle 
invariably has been referred to as the "angle from the underside" or the angle 
which is rooted in our solidarity with the poor. Toa, pelt Gali CO 
emphasize our solidarity. Presumably we are not poor. We may not be rich 
but neither are we poor - we are "non-poor", to use the words of José Miguez 
Bonino. We cannot presume to view economic life as the poor. We can, 
however, try to view it from a solidarity with the poor, from commitment to 
and praxis of working and being partners with those who are poor. This means 


being companions with people who are poor in their present predicaments, their 
aspirations and their struggles for transformation of the present order. 


From the perspective of the powerful in the present economic system, those who 
manage, operate, control and benefit from that system, the current economic 
order is real. As such, there is little we can do about it but fit within 
it, reap or rip off some of its benefits, and appropriate it for ourselves as 
the reality within which we must live. 


In this view, it is not only real but also good, desirable and advantageous. 


This is so because it is prosperous and productive; it has an inherent and 
supposedly tested capacity for quantitative growth; and it provides an 
endless number of goods and services, all of which are presumed to be 
responsive to human needs and amenable to human desires. Thus, the criteria 


for economic progress are gross national product and per capita income, both 
of which seem to indicate an upward trend if only we do not disturb the system 
and allow it to give answer to our human longings. [over] 
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In Asia, we are asked to look at the economic "miracles" where wealth and 
capital now abound, where technological advance has been attained and where 
people claim to live with a high degree of affluence and economic power. 


There may be some pockets of poverty within this world of inherent prosperity. 
But these are only temporary. In the meantime, although the full benefits 
of such a system are not fully shared by all, those who are "rich" extend a 
helping hand, either through the mechanism of aid to the poor or loans to the 
needy and economically disabled. The system, in short, is inherently 
altruistic, or if it is not, we should make it so. The inherent logic is 
that by intention, if not be design, all should ultimately benefit. ... 


The poor, on the other hand, show us that the real world is an ocean of 
poverty, encompassing more than two-thirds of the human family and growing. 
In the Philippines, the key issue we need to face is the "scandalous and 
massive poverty in which thousands and thousands of people live" and the 
equally scandalous opulence in which a few are allowed to wallow. THiS. oe 
the obvious "real world" throughout Asia as well. 


Things look different from the perspective of this ocean. This world - its 
economy, political culture and social organization - cannot and does not 
appear to be logical, rational, beneficent and altruistic. On the contrary, 
it is irrational, cruel, oppressive, repressive, unjust and patently 
exploitative. As the workers and peasants of the Philippines say, the 
"dialogue" always imposed upon them to adjudicate their grievances always 
leads to daya (cheating) and loge (they are always on the losing end of the 
bargain). Such a system, which fails to provide for the needs of the 
majority (the poor) can hardly be considered "rational" and "logical". 


The logical and rational view from the ocean of poverty is that such an 


economic and social order is fraught with conflict and warfare. The so- 
called problems of our world - internal and international conflicts, 
delinquency, terrorism, widespread violence - are not strange and barbaric 


phenomena due to the irrationality, wickedness and depravity of a few hardcore 
evildoers. They are the "logical" expression and consequence of an unviable 
and unacceptable human order organized in a perverse, self-destructive way; 
one in which the poor are the permanent victims. 


The foreign debt in which so many of our nations are immersed is not an 
instrument of altruism or relief. It is the icon and oracle of the suffering 
and exploitation of the poor. Not only does it create and intensify 
deprivation, it stunts economic recovery, siphons off limited resources, 
creates inflationary conditions, stifles workers’ rights, and engenders 
monetary devaluation and wage control. Such debt creates the spectre of the 
poor burdened further with sacrifice to save an unjust situation. Thus it 
perpetuates their penury. 


Foreign debt is the symbol and the specific instrument whereby the world’s 
resources and economic growth are controlled by a few powerful sectors of 
national and international society for personal profit and perpetuation of 
their dominance over the rest of society and the world. Along with superior 
arms and political power, it is the instrument of governance whereby 
subservience is imposed through control of capital and loans. A state of 
perpetual dependence, dominance and hegemony is thus undergirded by the force 
of indebtedness and the manipualtion of the power of credits. This state of 
indebtedness has led to the loss of sovereignty and relationship of subjects 
which are basic ingredients of human community. 


A new logic of hope and freedom emerges precisely at this point. In their 
predicament and struggle, the poor must believe in another logic and 
rationality. The logic lies in the possibility of the new, the only 
possibility for their survival. This new logic lies in no other point than 
in their struggle itself. This is the other data which we must recognize in 
this present situation. The poor are neither passive nor impotent. 

Increasingly they are becoming aware of the irrationality of their situation 
and the inherent exploitation of the present economic order. Thus C.S. Song 
asks "When future historians look back on the second half of the 20th century, 
what will they consider to have most profoundly affected humanity?" His 
answer is clear. "Awakening of people to the realities in which they live and 
mobilizing their power, moral or physical, to change those realities ... 
People awakened and mobilized! They will be the decisive factor in the 
history of Asia and in the history of the world in the future." ... [EPS] 
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The EPS tentative deadlines for the remainder of this year are 23, 30 
November, and 9 December. 


Appeal from the WCC Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211.Geneva 2 for: 


Papua New Guinea/Bougainville: USS 180 000 


In EPS 92.11.05: 


- 7th paragraph, last line, please read "... venue of the meeting of the 
executive committee on 20 March 1992 ". 


- penultimate paragraph, 3rd line, please delete the words "Aotearoa/New 
Zealand". 
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UK: Church of England votes to ordain women (‘Robert Nowel1) 


The Church of England can look forward to having its first women priests 
within the next year or two following the historic decision of its general 
synod to give final approval to the measure making this possible. 


But it was only by a slender margin that the measure obtained the necessary 
two-thirds majorities in all three of the synod’s houses (bishops, clergy and 
laity). The bishops voted in favour by 39 to 13 (75 per cent), the clergy by 
176 to 74 (70.4 per cent), but the laity by only 169 to 84 (67.3 per cent). 
If two of the laity had voted the other way (to make it 167 to 86) the measure 
would have been lost. Nevertheless, these majorities were significantly 
higher than had been indicated by previous votes on the issue. 


Before the first women priests can be ordained the measure has to be approved 
by both houses of parliament and given the royal assent. This is not 
expected before next June or July at the earliest. Then the two canons that 
will implement it have to be promulgated, which means another synod vote - 
probably at its meeting in November 1993, but if that deadline is missed the 
next synod session is not until July 1994. Only after that can the first 
women be ordained to the priesthood. The Church of England at present has 
some 1300 women deacons, virtually all of whom are likely to want to go 
forward to the priesthood. 


Opponents, ina five-hour debate which was broadcast live on BBC radio and the 
second half of which was broadcast live on BBC-2 television, concentrated on 
what they saw as the lack of a sufficient consensus within the church for such 
a change, as well as on the measure’s defects and the threat it presented of 
institutionalizing schism within the Church of England. It allows bishops 
to make their dioceses no-go areas for women priests, and parishes can 
Similarly refuse to accept them. 


One factor which no doubt helped to persuade waverers was the realization that 
if the measure failed to gain its two-thirds majorities, the question would 
come back to the new synod to be elected in 1995, no doubt with a draft 
measure showing far less consideration for opponents of women priests, and 
that the Church of England would thus face the best part of another ten years 
of argument on this issue. 


But in the debate what may have been the decisive argument in favour was the 
credibility of the church and of the gospel it is called to preach. "We are 
in danger of not being heard if women are exercising leadership in every area 
of our society’s life, save the ordained priesthood", said the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey. The Bishop of Birmingham, Mark Santer, described 
the credibility of the gospel as the key issue. "What kind of good news is 
it that only men may represent Christ in the priesthood of the church?", he 
asked. 


After the vote the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archbishop of York, John 
Habgood, issued a joint statement calling for a period of "quiet reflection 
and deep prayer in which emotions are calmed, not further inflamed" following 
this result which to many was a source of joy and relief but to others would 
bring anguish. Urging all members of the Church of England to abide by the 
synod’s decision, they said: "Hasty or ill-considered action would, in our 
view, be inappropriate and serve no good purpose." Noting the delay of at 
least a year before the measure could become law and come into effect, they 
said: "There is, therefore, plenty of time for detailed discussion with those 
still deeply opposed to the legislation about how their consciences can be 
safeguarded and their rightful place within the mainstream life of the Church 
of England maintained." 


This plea was reinforced by Dr Carey in his presidential address which closed 
the synod’s three-day session. Making a strong plea for unity, Carey warned 
against rushing into making a stand: "Hasty action, whether in this synod or 
by people in parishes, is not a particularly helpful way forward", he said. 
He also re-emphasized the bishops’ determination to see that there is room in 
the Church for opponents of women priests. "There is certainly no question 
of those who continue to doubt the theological justification for the priesting 
of women having any less place within our church", he said. [over] 
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The Vatican’s reaction to the decision was that it constituted a "new and 
grave obstacle" to relations between the Church of England and the Roman 
Catholic! Chirehe But Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, while 
quoting Popes Paul VI and John Paul II to the effect that the ordination of 
women priests "constitutes a major obstacle to any hope of visible and organic 
unity between our churches and hinders the process of convergence which has 
been such a feature of our ecumenical relations in recent years", nevertheless 
stated firmly that the Church of England’s decision did not signal a breakdown 
in ecumenical relations. 


"The real but partial communion we enjoy as Christians united by the one 
baptism remains, as it does with those of the Reformed tradition", he said. 
"We shall continue to pray and work together despite the new and additional 
obstacle created by the Church of England." Significantly he added: "Within 
the Roman Catholic church the search must continue, in common with other 
churches, to find ways of developing the ministry of women." 


How many Church of England clergymen will wish to leave the ministry over this 
issue is unlikely to become clear for some time. It is only when the measure 
comes into effect with the promulgation of the two canons implementing it that 
compensation becomes available for clergy who feel conscientiously unable to 
continue their ministry in a church with women priests - and they have ten 
years in which to make up their minds. 


One or two, however, have already given notice that they propose to leave. 
And during the synod debate one bishop hinted he might find it impossible to 
Carry on. "I cannot believe that with this legislation it makes any sense 
at all for any diocese to have a bishop who cannot assent to the new canons", 
said the Bishop of Sheffield, David Lunn. 


However, if they propose turning to Rome they may not receive quite the 
warmest of welcomes. Asked by BBC radio if he anticipated disaffected 
members of the Church of England turning to Rome, Cardinal Hume said they 
would have to wait and see. "But I suppose one ought to emphasize that you 
can’t become a Roman Catholic because you disapprove of women priests", he 
went on. "There is far more to being a Roman Catholic than opposition to any 
particular thing in another church. You have to embrace and want what we 
are. That’s an entirely different thing." 


Similarly the idea of disaffected congregations transferring themselves en 
bloc to Rome together with their priest to form a kind of Anglican Uniate 
enclave - as has happened in the USA and in Australia - has received a frosty 
reception from Catholic authorities in England. 


"There are no provisions in England and Wales at present for groups to seek 
entry into the Roman Catholic Church, and it is highly unlikely that the 
bishops’ conference would make such a provision", said Peter Verity, director 
of the Catholic Media Office. "A person’s journey of faith is seen as a very 
individual experience, and that fact is taken into account with all people who 
seek entry into the Roman Catholic Church." 


The issue in fact arose about seven years ago when a congregation upset by the 
Church of England’s 1985 decision to ordain women as deacons sought to go over 
to Rome en bloc under the leadership of its vicar. But the English Catholic 
authorities resisted the idea of creating a church within the church. The 
congregation in question is now affiliated to the continuing church that 
emerged among US Episcopalians in opposition to women priests. [EPS] 


(‘Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 


EPS 92.11.29 
WCC reacts to Church of England decision to ordain women 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro issued the following 
press statement (12 November) following the decision of the Church of England 
general synod to ordain women: 


"While the World Council of Churches has no official policy concerning the 
ordination of women, we have, however, through the work of Faith and Order 
(Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry - BEM) encouraged our member churches to 
reflect on the significance of the ministry, including ordination of women. 


[over] 
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"We are very glad that one of our member churches, the Church of England, has 
gone through a serious process of reflection and through a democratic process 
has concluded that the gift the Holy Spirit has given to women should be 
exercised in the service of the church at all levels. 


"We do not believe that it is fair to call this decision a major obstacle to 
ecumenical relations. Churches engaged in ecumenical dialogue bring to the 
ecumenical family their convictions and their gifts, and are willing to 
correct and be corrected and receive and give inspiration to each other. 


"The decision of the Church of England provides a new opportunity for churches 
to go more deeply into an understanding of each other. We search for a model 
of unity which is not monolithic but recognises our differences as 
contributions to the plenitude of the whole body of Christ". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.30 
Lutheran body hails Church of England decision to ordain women 


The General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, Gunnar Staalsett, 
issued the following statement following the decision of the Church of England 
synod to ordain women priests (11 November): 


"I welcome the decision of the Synod of the Church of England to ordain women 
as a positive ecumenical step in relation to the Lutheran communion of 
churches. It is my hope that in the wider ecumenical dialogue with the 
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church this will not be regarded as an 
insurmountable obstacle. 


"Any decision to change a century old tradition in the church is due to cause 
upheaval and pain both within the church and ecumenically. I would like to 
commend the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Carey, as well as his predecessor, 
for the pastoral leadership they have provided in the process. This is a 
strong message that the church is able to take the decisions needed in order 
to express more fully the equal vocation of men and women in the church and 
in the world". [EPS] 


PDSu 90h ahd eal, 
Alternative Guatemalan radio seeks wider outreach 


Visiting the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva in October at the invitation of the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), a journalist and a young woman responsible 
for the security of the Guatemalan insurgent forces’ radio station described 
the country’s ongoing internal conflict and the work of Voz Popular since it 
began broadcasting in 1987. José-Antonio Hernandez and Clara Mejir said they 
were in Europe to "break the international silence" on Guatemala, and to seek 
funds to renovate Voz Popular’s equipment and increase its outreach. LWF is 
supporting their work. 


Guatemala has been ruled by the military for most of this century, and most 
of its nine million people are poor, illiterate, racially discriminated, and 
denied basic human rights. For the past 30 years the Guatemalan National 
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) has carried on an armed struggle for democratic 
government, civil and human rights and social justice. Over 100 000 people 
were assassinated and 40 000 taken into informal custody or simply disappeared 
during this period. 


Ceding to internal and international pressure, the government in 1990 opened 
peace negotiations with the military and the URNG. But the "Oslo process", 
while raising hopes for a political solution to the country’s crisis, is 
frequently stalled, Hernandez reported. 


He said Voz Popular was launched in May 1987 to provide balanced information, 
since censorship and violence against journalists, publishers, etc. have 
silenced the free media. Since then, it has provided alternative information 
about the overall situation, the peace negotiations and "permanent and 
systematic" human rights violations by the Guatemalan military. It also 
encourages the development of Guatemala’s indigenous people (70 per cent of 
the population), and supports grassroots struggles. Its four weekly shortwave 
broadcasts are heard throughout the country and in other parts of Central 


America, Hernandez said. [EPS] 
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ae Sor IP re i bapa 
CELAM IV issues final document (‘Dafne Sabanes Plou) 


A hotly debated final document - the "Santo Domingo Document" - was approved 
at the close of the fourth general assembly of Latin American (Roman) Catholic 
bishops (CELAM IV). Before being adopted by the assembly, the document was 
revised seven times and subjected to 500 separate corrections. Representing 
the continent’s Catholic hierarchy, 351 cardinals, archbishops and bishops 
attended the assembly in Santo Domingo/Dominican Republic (12-28 October). 


The assembly was opened by Pope John Paul II who came to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of evangelization in Latin America. The pope dominated the 
assembly with a forceful opening address and because he himself had chosen the 
theme - "The new evangelization, Christian culture and human development" - 
on which the bishops, working in 30 commissions to prepare the final document, 
focussed. 


Vatican secretary of state Cardinal Angelo Sodano chaired the assembly 
plenaries, and many bishops sharply criticized the papal representative’s 
direct involvement in the discussions, calling it "interference". The CELAM 
authorities, however, saw in it simply the proof of good relations between the 
Vatican and the Latin American episcopacy. The official version of the final 
document will be published only after it has been checked by the pope, since 
it is under his authority. 


The meeting experienced some critical moments when on 22 October the first 
draft of the final document was rejected after fierce debate in plenary. The 
drafting committee, led by bishop Luciano Mendez de Almeida, had worked 
practically without interruption for five days in order to submit a final 
version, numbering some 70 pages, to the meeting. 


While some think the final document is "theologically weak" and lacks a 
Suitable methodology, others say its theological bases have already been 
articulated by other Latin American bishops’ documents, and that the time has 
now come for clear and concise pastoral directives. 


According to what the bishops said in numerous press conferences (at one point 
some 1500 journalists were covering the discussions), the first section of the 
document presents a Christocentric vision for the new evangelization, and uses 
language and a message which Latin American Catholicism had abandoned over the 
past few decades. 


Such language and message have apparently been revived in the battle against 
the new Protestant religious movements centering on Jesus Christ as sole Lord 
and Saviour that are gaining thousands of converts across the continent today. 


Although they offer a less sociological vision than that articulated by 
Medellin (1968) and Puebla (1979), the bishops reaffirm those meetings’ 
"preferential option for the poor", amongst whom indigenous and Afro-American 
communities, children and women are now included. 


In this context, it should be noted that indigenous and Afro-American protests 
against the celebration of the European conquest of America and the beginning 
of evangelization seem to have had the desired effect. 


No one in Santo Domingo mentioned celebration, and John Paul II disappointed 
the Dominican Republic political authorities by refusing to celebrate mass on 
12 October in a monument dedicated to Columbus. Instead, it was celebrated on 
11 October at the "Columbus lighthouse", and the pope and his suite were 
careful to avoid walking too close to the newly inaugurated monument. 


The assembly was marked by recognition of the suffering inflicted on 
indigenous and Afro-American peoples during the conquest, the theft of their 
lands and wealth. [over] 
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On 23 October a special mass of repentance was celebrated by Cardinal Suquia, 
Archbishop of Madrid. Many bishops chose to refer to the "inculturation" of 
evangelization rather than to "Christian culture" since they feel it is 
inappropriate to preach the gospel in terms of a culture and mentality which 
are foreign to the people to whom it is preached. 


Given the tense relations between Catholics and Protestants in many Latin 
American countries, it is important for Protestants that in the document (and 
their declarations to the press) the bishops announced their resolve to 
dialogue with the new religious movements which many of them qualify as 
"sects". 


The ecumenical dialogue announced in Santo Domingo is broad since it includes 
minority Jewish and Muslim communities as well as indigenous and Afro-American 
religions. As far as the latter are concerned, the bishops told journalists 
that the planned dialogue, "using authentic Christian discernment," will aim 
at "discovering in them the seeds of the Word". 


Such dialogue may also allow cordial relations with the Latin American Council 
of Churches (CLAI) to be resumed. CLAI (with 140 Protestant member churches 
and ecumenical organizations) was not invited to participate in CELAM IV as 
either an observer or a guest as had been hoped, that decision having been 
made by the Vatican. 


Argentinian Methodist theologian José Miguez Bonino thinks the decision not 
to invite CLAI may be explained by the latter’s opposition to 500th 
anniversary celebrations and its attitude to the burgeoning new religious 
movements, most of which originate in Pentecostalism. If, as was said in the 
Santo Domingo Document, the bishops have changed their minds on that score, 
it seems probable that dialogue with CLAI might soon be back on course. [EPS] 


(Dafne Sabanes Plou is an Argentinian-based journalist) 


EPS 92.11.33 
Belgium: "Europe 1992 and After" seminar held 


At their August 1992 meeting in Geneva, the World Council of Churches’ Central 
Committee passed a resolution alerting member churches "to the promise and 
challenge of new moves towards greater political, economic and social 
integration within the European Community" and affirmed "the need to speak out 
boldly and to initiate and maintain dialogue with the relevant European 
institutions on issues of major concern to the churches" (EPS 92.09.07). 


With these concerns in mind, and with the active cooperation of the ecumenical 
organizations in Brussels/Belgium - the European Ecumenical Commission for 
Church and Society, the Churches’ Committee for Migrants in Europe, the 
European Ecumenical Organization for Development, the Association for 
Protestant Development Organizations in Europe, and the Ecumenical Forum of 
European Christian Women - and of the staff of the European Commission, an 
intensive three-day consultation was held (in Brussels) at the end of October. 


In inviting the twenty participants to the meeting, the organizers sought 
persons "whose work and efficacy could be enhanced by an improved knowledge 
of the Community institutions, and an opportunity to make contact with staff 
personnel in the various directorates". The participants, drawn from a wide 
range of interests, areas, constituencies and experiences, gathered to 
exchange information on their concerns regarding their involvement in the 
issues. 


According to Elizabeth Salter, a WCC staff person in the ecumenical body’s 
Programme Unit III - Justice, Peace and Creation, the meeting provided an 
opportunity for some of the participants of a first introduction to the 
organizations represented in Brussels. She said the meeting resolved, among 
others, to urge churches to be active in reminding governments within the EC 
of their wider obligations as part of Europe and the world community. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.34 
UK: religion not a private matter, says church leader (‘robert nowel1) 


The idea that religion is or should be purely a "private" matter was firmly 
rejected by Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, in his lecture on 
‘"“"Religion and Society" (4 November) at Surrey University, Guildford. 


While the last two hundred years had seen the absorption of Christian values 
into the fabric of our society in many remarkable ways, recent years had also 
seen a gradual retreat in the public role and influence of institutional 
religion, he said. 


"A widely recognized phenomenon of our time" was the loss of belief in 
objective moral norms, said the cardinal in a passage which echoed the warning 
given five days earlier by the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, of the 
dangers for society of the privatization of morality (EPS 92.11.06). 


In talking of the loss of belief in objective moral norms, Cardinal Hume did 
not mean that people nowadays generally behaved worse, or were individually 
more selfish than in the past. What did seem clear was that there was no 
longer any general agreement about what a good life is. 


"Individuals are thought to be free to pick and choose the precepts and 
commandments they observe", he said. "Morality has become, in our 
individualistic age, a matter of opinion." 


It was striking how often commentators who pointed this out went on to deplore 
the lack of shared values. Something important was now missing. "It is 
essential for the future of our society to escape from moral subjectivism", 
he said. This entailed rediscovering the connection between the pursuit of the 
good and human fulfilment. 


"Morality is a means to a goal", explained the cardinal. "We have to 
demonstrate the link between a moral life and a life that is worth living and 
is both fulfilling and richly human." 


While religion was always personal it was never private, said Cardinal Hume, 
and it had social implications which were often overlooked. "Religion is an 
essential constituent of a society’s identity and is its very soul", he said. 
Even among the many broken promises and shattered dreams of our world he 
believed it was possible to find values and beliefs to bring it renewed life 
and hope. "The key to further progress is ... to be found in a deeper 
understanding of our shared humanity", he said. 


The world had made significant strides in providing an adequate framework for 
human development, particularly through increasing awareness of, and concern 
for, human rights. 


Meanwhile, the speed and accessibility of modern means of transport and 
communications had helped to develop a greater sense of human unity and 
interdependence; the spread of literacy and schemes of mass education had 
raised the level of general understanding and promoted more civilized 
behaviour; the emancipation of women was "a global and recent movement of 
immense significance for the human family", as was growing awareness of our 
shared responsibility for environmental issues and the future of our planet. 


"I like to see these developments as seeds of the gospel, as a preparing of 
the soil for the eventual establishment of God’s kingdom", the cardinal went 
on. "It is surely a mistake to see history only as a record of human futility 
and failure, as evidence of unredeemed wickedness. It is our Christian faith 
that history and the human race has been redeemed in, and through, Jesus 
Christ. It should then come as no surprise to see evidence in history of 
healing and growth at national and international level as well as in the souls 
of individuals." [EPS] 


(‘Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 


EPS 92.11.35 
Philippines: Lutheran official killed 


Romeo Celiz, 64, Philippine "Lutheran Hour" director, was shot and killed by 
an unidentified gunman in Manila/Philippines (6 November). [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.36 
Hungarian Lutheran bishop warns of "new East-West trauma" 


Hungarian Lutheran Bishop Béla Harmati has warned of the danger of a "new 
East-West trauma". He told church representatives from the Danube region at 
a meeting in Vienna that growing economic and cultural tensions are at the 
root of the problem. 


The resulting prejudices and opposition are so far not being confronted and 
worked through by organizations like the WCC, the Conference of European 
Churches and the Christian World Communions, he charged. 


Harmati also criticized the "impotence and helplessness" of Western 
governments and churches in the face of crises and conflicts in the Balkans 
and in Russia. As for the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE), Harmati said, "it speaks a lot, but nothing happens". 


According to the Austrian Protestant press service epd O, Harmati’s comments 
came during the latest of a series of consultations in Vienna on religious 
freedom and human rights in Central and Eastern Europe sponsored by the Swiss 
human rights organization Glaube in der 2. Welt in collaboration with the 
Lutheran and Roman Catholic churches in Austria. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.37 
WCC, CEC address European governments on former Yugoslavia 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches have 
written to the heads of governments of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom, to express 
concern at the plight of "thousands of human beings" caught up in the civil 
war in the former Yugoslavia. 


Signed by general secretaries Emilio Castro and Jean Fischer, the 6 November 
letter said: "It is with urgency and profound concern that the World Council 
of Churches and the Conference of European Churches address themselves to you 
as a last stronghold concerning the present fate of thousands of human beings 
who seek to flee from persecution caused by the outrageous war in the former 
Yugoslavia. 


"In Europe the scenes of misery and human suffering remind us of the period 
of the Second World War, when the churches across Europe held together 
ecumenically against the atrocities and gross violations of human rights." 


The letter added: "Following and supporting the recent appeal by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Mrs Ogata, we urge you on humanitarian 
grounds to be generous in providing immediate refuge for the so-called 
‘detainees’ and other victims of the war in former Yugoslavia, and to take 
their suffering as the cause for urgent action. By opening your borders to 
them - at least temporarily - we are convinced that your governments, which 
stand for traditional democratic values, will provide a real sign of hope both 
to these victims and to the whole of Europe and the world at large, 
desperately awaiting a response". 


The letter concluded: "We cannot decide - but you can. On the basis of our 
ecumenical commitment we pray that you may be granted wisdom and good 
judgement in seeking and finding a solution to the desperate plight of all 
victims of this conflict, which was not and is not of their making. You may 
be asssured that as churches we shall continue to offer our services to help 
‘the victims to the very best of our ability". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.38 
US: RC archbishop criticises Rome for wanting "to supervise everything" 


A leading US Roman Catholic archbishop has sharply criticized "the Roman 
propensity to want to supervise everything" in connection with the protracted 
efforts of US bishops to release a pastoral letter on women. 


Rembert Weakland, archbishop of Milwaukee, made his remarks on the eve of a 
mid-November plenary session of the US bishops conference to consider a fourth 
draft of the pastoral letter. He blamed the delays - work on the letter was 
begun in 1983 - on Vatican disapproval of successive drafts. The curia in 
Rome, according to Weakland, is "obstructing the normal work of the US itd 
conference and paralysing its dynamics". 


While not denying the Vatican’s legitimate concern with what bishops say, 
particularly on issues relevant to the universal church, Weakland wondered how 
US bishops can still write common pastoral letters when they know that the 
text is subject to frequent revisions "imposed from above". The current 
difficulties, he suggested, have implications for the very future of bishops 
conferences, since "in the present circumstances no serious work can be done". 


At the Vatican’s request, representatives of the US bishops conference went 
to Rome in May 1991 to examine the third draft of the pastoral letter with 
several bodies in the Curia. Subsequently, says the Catholic press agency 
APIC, the fourth draft, a considerable retreat from the earlier one, appeared. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.11.39 
WCC concerned at situation in Angola, sends message of hope 


The World: Council of Churches has sent a message to the Angolan Council of 
Churches expressing "deep concern and anxiety" at the recent political events 
"which threatened your country’s peace and stability". 


Fighting broke out in Angola in the aftermath of national elections in which 
the former rebel movement UNITA and its leader Jonas Savimbi were decisively 
defeated. Savimbi disputed the general assessment of international monitors 
and accused the MPLA and President José dos Santos of massive electoral fraud. 


Signed by General Secretary Emilio Castro, the 9 November message said that 
after so many years of bitter hostilities and the consequent suffering of the 
people of Angola, the WCC rejoiced that the fighting had come to an end, that 
free and fair elections had been held, and that all parties had agreed to 
abide by their outcome. 


The message, which was also copied to Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
president of the All Africa Conference of Churches and José Chipenda, general 
secretary, added that the WCC remains convinced that "the solution to all 
political differences must be sought, not through force of arms but through 
patient negotiation". 


The message concluded: "We pray that those who have remaining points of 
contention with the elected government may follow the path of peace, and not 
put the lives of innocent Angolan citizens at risk by seeking to uphold their 
convictions through the barrel of a gun. Your people need the peace which has 
so long escaped them. Our thoughts and prayers are with you as Angola seeks 
to resolve its differences and to enter into a new period of stability and 
reconstruction". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.40 
Albania: first Orthodox church newspaper published 


The Orthodox Press Service reported (6 November) that the Albanian Orthodox 
Church has launched a monthly newspaper, the first since the church’s 
restoration last year. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.41 
Peace in El Salvador discussed (srenda Fitzpatrick’) 


The people of El Salvador have been waiting a long time for peace. On 12 
October the indigenous people prayed and ushered in the dawn of a new 
beginning, 500 years after Christopher Columbus’ arrival in their land. 


On 31 October the government, the military and the rebel forces of the FMLN 
were expected to conclude, under UN supervision, the accords which would bring 
peace after twelve years of war. 


In the weeks between those two dates a global gathering of ecumenical 
communicators was asked to work and pray for ‘little Salvador’, the fragile 
child born out of long struggle. They were named ‘God parents’ at an 
ecumenical service held in the church of St John the Evangelist in San 
Salvador. 


The commmunicators are members of the Communicators’ Network co-ordinated by 
World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service. This 
year’s annual meeting was hosted by DIACONIA, with regional liaison by the 
Latin America Council of Churches (CLAI). 


The forum provides communication practitioners an opportunity to exchange 
information and resources and work together to develop ethical styles and 
processes of communications. The main focus is understanding each other’s 
needs and strengths in communication for change, in access to resources, for 
advocacy and practical co-operation. It is from this understanding that new 
models and ways of working emerge for communicators. 


However, while the communicators have returned home, the people of El Salvador 
are still waiting. Negotiations were not completed by 31 October. The two main 
issues are land redistribution and the demobilization of combatant forces. 
There are fears that the infamous ATLACATL regiment, believed responsible for 
major human rights violations, has not been disbanded but merely "re- 
packaged". The FMLN leaders are now exposed and vulnerable. Previously 
underground radio stations are operating openly and desperately seeking 
funding support to be able to provide "alternative" voices to state controlled 
programmes. Land negotiations are increasingly complex and expensive. 


The people are tired. They want peace. They want to begin teaching the young 
how to farm again instead of fighting. Women speak of wanting the births of 
their children to be joyful events again with some hope for their future. 


The deadline has been extended. But unless the government really honours its 
parts of the bargain certain questions remain. By destroying their weapons and 
demobilizing, will the people’s forces be taking a leap of faith - or will 
they be risking their position at the negotiation table by an act of political 
Naiveté? Will the world care if they are betrayed ? 


The people of El Salvador need ecumenical solidarity and prayer. [EPS] 


(‘Brenda Fitzpatrick is communications coordinator in the WCC Programme Unit 
IV - Sharing and Service). 


EPS 92.11.42 
Malaysia: Christian publication’s future in doubt? 


The future of the Berita NECF, the newsletter of the National Evangelical 
Christian Fellowship in Malaysia, hangs in the balance, according to a letter 
from the NECF. The letter says that an application for a permit to publish and 
circulate the publication to a wider readership, submitted to the authorities 
in January, has not been answered "despite written reminders and personal 
appeals ...". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.43 
Pakistan: citizens’ religion to appear on identity cards 


The French Catholic news service Eglises d’Asie reports that the government 
of Pakistan, despite objections from religious minorities, decreed on 13 
‘October that every citizen’s religious affiliation should be listed on his or 
her identity card. 


At a press conference on 17 October, Martin Aslam, coordinator of the national 
ecumenical commission for justice and peace, said that "we now know that we 
are strangers in our own country". Another commission member said Christians 
in poor urban areas "have always been mistreated by the police and told that 
we have no rights. We refused to believe it. But now, I have just been told 
that as a Christian I have no rights in Pakistan and that only Muslims have 
rights." Several hundred Christians occupied a local police post in Toba Tek 
Singh to protest the decree. 


According to some observers, the government decree was chiefly intended to 
ease growing tensions among Muslim religious parties. According to Eglises 
d’Asie, the regulation’s principal victims will be members of the Qadiani 
movement, whose claim to be Muslims is rejected by conservative Islamic 
parties. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.44 
Albania: Protestants protest tough restrictive religious law 


On 16 October, the Albanian parliament initiated deliberations on a 
restrictive new draft law on religion which Protestants fear may "severely 
handicap the growth of the evangelical church in Albania", writes Randy Tift 
for the US-based News Network International (NNI). 


The report said that for weeks prior to the draft law’s introduction, 
Protestant mission representatives in Albania, such as the World Evangelical 
Fellowship and the World Baptist Federation, attempted quiet and forceful 
diplomacy to pressure government officials to grant evangelicals equal rights 
in the proposed draft law. But they were largely unsuccessful. 


According to NNI, the proposed legislation grants official recognition to the 
four "traditional Albanian religious communities": Muslims, Bektashi (a Muslim 
sect), the Albanian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church. The law 
would force all others, classified as "religious sects", to seek recognition 
under the law through the approval of one of Albania’s "traditional" religious 
communities. 


The report added that evangelical leaders in Albania who monitored for months 
the law’s development appeared to be undercut by the draft’s rapid 
introduction in parliament. Behind-the-scenes advocacy remained the 
evangelical strategy until the draft was suddenly thrust before Albanian 
lawmakers. Last June, President Sali Berisha assured Western Christian leaders 
that "freedom of conscience for every citizen will be enshrined in our new 
constitution, that all religions must be free to exist in our country". 


According to the proposed law, a "religious sect" would "belong" to one of the 
four traditional groups before gaining independent status. Evangelicals would 
have to be "examined and accepted by the highest organs" of presumably either 
the Orthodox or the Catholic church. 


The sect would then have to be approved by the Committee for Cooperation with 
Religious Communities, authorized in article 26 of the proposed law as a 
"collegiate, multi-faith, and decision-making body functioning alongside the 
Council of Ministers". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.45 
Tomkins, Vassady, prominent WCC pioneers are dead 


Death took two WCC pioneers in October. Anglican theologian and former bishop 
of Bristol (1953-75), Oliver Tomkins, 84, served as secretary of the 
Commission on Faith and Order from 1948-53 and chairman of the Faith and Order 
working committee from 1953-67. 


He was also associate general secretary in charge of the WCC’s London office 
from 1945-53 and a member of the Central Committee and of the WCC-Roman 
Catholic Joint Working Group from 1968-75. Noting that Tomkins "contributed 
in a decisive way to the formation and orientation of the WCC", General 
Secretary Emilio Castro described him as "an example of untiring and faithful 
commitment". 


Hungarian-born Reformed theologian Béla Vassady, 89, was the last surviving 
member of the Provisional Committee responsible for the organization of the 
WCC prior to the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948. 


Vassady taught theology in Sarospatak and the University of Debrecen during 
the 1930s. After a post-World War II WCC-sponsored lecture tour in the US, he 
was appointed guest professor at Princeton Theological Seminary and decided 
in 1948 not to return to Hungary because .of his US connections and the 
deterioration of US-Soviet relations. His memoirs were published in 1985 under 
the title Limping Along: Confessions of a Pilgrim Theologian. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.46 
Ecumenical delegation visits Cameroon 


Following the disputed presidential and parliamentary elections earlier this 
month in the Central African nation of Cameroon, "numerous" arrests of 
civilians, “often accompanied by torture" have been reported. As a result of 
the volatile situation there, the World Council of Churches sent a letter (5 
November) to President Paul Biya expressing deep concern at the developments. 


Signed by General Secretary Emilio Castro, the letter called on Biya to use 
his authority "to avoid deterioration of the conditions for civic and social 
peace and to ensure respect for the process of democratization". Castro 
assured the president of the WCC’s prayers for the restoration of peace and 
national harmony in Cameroon. 


Also concerned at the turn of events in Cameroon is the Nairobi-based All 
Africa Conference of Churches (AACC). At its sixth assembly in Harare/Zimbabwe 
(25-29 October, (EPS 92.11.01), the regional ecumenical body resolved to send 
an ecumenical team to visit the country as a show of solidarity with the 
people there. 


This team, comprising AACC President, Southern African Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, AACC General Secretary José Chipenda, André Jacques of the 
France-based Christian Action Against Torture (ACAT), and Fleur Houston of 
Scotland (United Reformed Church), was scheduled to visit the country (13-18 
November). The delegation will meet, among others, government officials, 
political leaders and church representatives. [EPS] 


LON Sabo ne Aah at I 9 


Two Mozambican church leaders receive AACC peace award 


The sixth assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches meeting in 
Harare/Zimbabwe, 25-29 October (EPS 92.11.01), conferred the first AACC peace 
award to two Mozambican bishops, Anglican Dinis Sengulane of Lembombo, and 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Jaime Goncalves of Beira, in recognition of their 
involvement in the peace process in Mozambique. Each recipient will receive 
a plaque and 500 US dollars. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.48 
German Lutherans warned of "crisis of confidence in church" 


Delegates to the October general synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Germany (VELKD) were warned of a "crisis of confidence in the 
church". Noting that people are leaving Protestant churches at a rate 60 per 
cent higher this year than last, Bishop Gerhard Muller said the church gives 
the impression of being wrapped up in itself, "stagnant and tired". 


VELKD membership is more than 12 million in 7400 congregations in eight of 
Germany’s ten Lutheran Landeskirchen. 


Muller urged Lutheran churches to regain the people’s lost confidence by 
becoming more inviting and giving people courage to believe and hope in a time 
of increasing individualism and pervasive anxiety. 


He disputed charges that the church has been "hesitant and reserved" on the 
issue of church workers alleged to have collaborated with the former East 
German security service Stasi. Insisting that each such charge must be 
carefully investigated, Muller said church contacts with Stasi had in fact 
often been necessary. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.49 
China: Ting on self-support for the church 


China Christian Council president K. H. Ting has told Amity News Service that 
a "theological approach to the question of self-support" is a topic of 
considerable recent discussion for the Council. For 40 years, Ting says, the 
"three-self" principles of self-support, self-government and self-propagation 
have enabled the Chinese church "to identify with the Chinese people and 
incarnate itself in the Chinese context". 


Inflation and the growth of the church in the past decade have created 
economic problems, including difficulties in supporting pastors’ and 
theological training. Some provincial councils and individual churches have 
sought money from overseas sources, arguing that this harmonizes with the 
government’s readiness to accept foreign funds for economic development. 


"But the church is not only a social institution," Ting says. "It is the Body 
of Christ. We cannot put economic considerations above all else. "We must 
instead see how we can best serve the needs of Chinese Christians in ways 
which are consistent with what we believe about the nature of our church and 
our basic principles." While insisting that overseas contacts should not 
restore the pre-1949 status of the church as economically better off than the 
rest of society, the CCC president cautioned against "a _ too-rigid 
understanding of self-support". 


He said "international Christian sharing can help to strengthen our oneness 
in Christ, because it arises from a spirit of love and mutual concern." 
Guidelines for receiving such funds, in Ting’s view, would include accepting 
money only "from friendly organizations and individuals ... without any 
strings attached". Foreign gifts should not be applied to the church’s day-to- 
day work or the salaries of pastors and church workers. [EPS] 


EDO? Se 5 ak ohn 


Hungary: ecumenical council of churches meets 


Representatives of the Roman Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist 
and Orthodox churches came together for a meeting organized by the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in Hungary (24 October) in Budapest to share ideas on "The 
Church and its Mission in the future", says an ECCH press release. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.11.51 
Zairean Church of Christ delegation calls for US aid 


A delegation of the Church of Christ in Zaire visited New York in October to 
discuss how US churches can aid the crisis-ridden country. The US National 
Council of Churches had invited the Protestant leaders, including CCZ 
president Bokeleale, after installation of the government of Etienne 
Tshisekedi marked a new stage in Zaire’s turbulent democratization. 


US churches agreed to meet as far as possible a wide-ranging eight-point plan 
proposed by the CCZ. Bokeleale urged immediate sending of food and medicines 
to Zaire to head off what he called "the Somalization" of the country. The 
proposals appealed to US churches to press their government to support the 
transitional government and free elections. US church support was also 
requested for completion of a cathedral marking the centenary of evangelism 
in Zaire and for establishment of a university. 


Finally, the statement called for a "change in the missionary vision towards 
effective development". Emergency aid, it said, should be replaced by the 
sending of "missionary technicians" to help peasants to improve their 
environment and produce needed goods. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.52 
Scottish church protests death in jail of Malawi opposition leader 


The Church of Scotland has called for an independent investigation and post 
mortem into the reported death in prison of a noted Malawian opposition 
leader. 


Orton Ching’oli Chirwa, a lawyer trained in England and a founder of the 
Malawi Congress Party, had been in prison since 1981 when he, his wife Vera 
and son Fumbani were arrested on treason charges. In 1983, the son was 
released without trial and Chirwa, a former cabinet minister, was given the 
death sentence, which President Hastings Banda later commuted to life 
imprisonment. 


In a letter to Malawi’s high commissioner in London, Church of Scotland 
executive Chris Wigglesworth noted that pleas for Chirwa’s release have gone 
unheeded for many years. 


Wigglesworth urged that Vera Chirwa be set free and her husband given "a 
proper Christian burial with all respects paid". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.53 
Honduras: Mennonites protest members’ rights abuse 


The Honduran Mennonite Church bought radio and newspaper advertisements to 
protest human rights violations against three of its members. Two Mennonites 
were recently tortured to extract confessions of deeds they did not commit. 
A.third was..forcefully, recruited),into the Honduran army despite the 
Mennonites’ tradition of conscientious objection. 


According to the Latin America secretary of the Mennonite Central Committee, 
the episodes had nothing to do with the church’s social involvements. Rather, 
said Linda Shelly, they reflect what has become all-too-common in the country, 
where "the small person on the bottom gets blamed for a crime and the 
authorities respond with brutality". 


An MCC press release says that until the 1980s Honduras was considered an 
exception to the brutal repression rampant in Central America. Then the US 
began to build up the Honduran military, seeing the country as a base for 
operations in El Salvador and Nicaragua. Human rights abuses have accompanied 
the militarization of Honduras, according to MCC. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.54 
Belgium: Christian business union on WCC economics statement 


The Brussels-based International Christian Union of Business Executives 
(UNIAPAC) says the WCC study paper "Abundant Life for All: Christian Faith and 
the World Economy Today" would be improved if it reflected a greater "exchange 
between the churches and those in positions of economic responsibility". 


UNIAPAC sent a delegation of four to attend the WCC Central Committee meeting 
in Geneva in August which commended the text to member churches as a study 
document. 


According to UNIAPAC News, the organization is willing to help the WCC in 
"underpinning" the Council’s position on economic questions. UNIAPAC itself 


promotes a "social market economy" - in which the market is subject to "social 
rectification" and "political and economic authorities" have "a definite 
margin for free choice and initiative". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.55 
Church of England to close colleges due to lack of candidates 


The closure of three of the Church of England’s 14 theological colleges has 
been recommended by a report on theological training for the ministry 
presented to the Church’s general synod this month. It also recommends a 
reorganization of the present 14 part-time ordination courses to form eight 
regional courses, each with a core teaching staff of four or five, reports 
Robert Nowell. 


The proposed changes are prompted by a drop in the number of ordinands and 
other candidates recommended by the bishops for training, from as many as 450 
candidates for the stipendiary ministry in 1986 to 308 in 1989, though rising 
to 360 by 1991. There is also the question of increased pressure of Church 
funds. However, the recommended closures and mergers are intended to allow 
enough flexibility for expansion should there be a rise in the number of 
candidates being trained for the ministry. 


In addition, the report recommends new residential provision for Anglican 
ordinands in Manchester alongside existing residential training for Methodist, 
United Reformed Church and Baptist ministers. 


Decisions on implementing the report will be taken by the Church of England’s 
House of Bishops in January in the light of reactions to the report, 
particularly the general synod debate. 


A similar re-appraisal in the early 1970s of the Church of England’s needs in 
the field of theological training for the ministry led to a reduction in the 
number of theological colleges, through closures and mergers, from 20 or more 
to the present 14. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.56 
Austria: Methodists and Catholics meet for bilateral dialogue 


Representatives of the World Methodist Council and the Roman Catholic Church 
met in Vienna/Austria during the last week of October to inaugurate a sixth 
five-year round of bilateral dialogue. 


Methodist-Roman Catholic dialogue began in 1967 after the Second Vatican 
Council. The focus of the joint dialogue commission in this new round will be 
on identifying and exploring common sources in the two churches with regard 
to sacramental life. At the Vienna meeting the commission also addressed the 
need to formulate clearly the results of its earlier work in order to 
strengthen agreements already achieved and pave the way for new ones. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars;. 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 
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The EPS tentative deadlines for the remainder of this year are 30 November and 
9 December. 


Christian Faith and the World Economy: A Study Document from the World Council 
of Churches is a new book available from WCC Publications, PO Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2. Price: Swiss francs 7.50, US dollars 4.95 and UK pounds 3.25. 
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EPS 92.11.57 
WCC appeals to ecumenical community on Bougainville 


The World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, has 
issued an appeal for 180 000 US dollars to the international ecumenical 
community for relief and other aid to the people of Bougainville. 


The appeal, issued on 12 November, said that after more than two years of on- 
going conflict, scores of people in Bougainville have been killed in 
engagements between the Papua New Guinea army and the fighters of the 
Bougainvillean Revolutionary Army (BRA). 


The appeal added that most of the victims died from hunger, malnutrition and 
lack of health care. 


The island of Bougainville is part of Papua New Guinea (PNG). The bulk of PNG 
is formed by the eastern half of the island of New Guinea. Following the 
independence of Papua New Guinea from Australia in 1975, Bougainville was 
placed under PNG control. 


At that time, Bougainvilleans declared their intentions of self-government and 
asked for a United Nations-supervised referendum. 


In 1988 major demonstrations against PNG rule rocked the island and over 6000 
Bougainvillean homes were destroyed, displacing 24 000 people from their 
villages. 


In March 1990 the PNG government agreed to withdraw its troops from 
Bougainville. All PNG services to the island were also suspended and a 
crippling economic blockade imposed which halted the flow of medicines and 
other supplies to the island. 


On 17 May of the same year the BRA declared Bougainville an independent 
republic. The declaration has not been recognised by any country in the world. 


According to the appeal, the government of Papua New Guinea has apparently 
given up on endeavours to come to a negotiated, peaceful settlement with the 
new self-declared republic, and hearings at the United Nations Sub-Commission 
on Human Rights and subsequent actions have failed to break the deadlock. 


Although the PNG government officially allows the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance to all sides, even the International Committee of the Red Cross has 
been unable to accede to the areas under the control of the BRA "because the 
PNG Security Forces don’t allow the Red Cross to enter these zones", says the 
appeal, adding that this "forms a gross violation of the Geneva Convention to 
which Papua New Guinea is a signatory". 


Efforts by the churches over the past two years to mediate and bring relief 
aid have failed, including a recent Joint Ecumenical Peace Mission to Papua 
New Guinea and Bougainville (3-16 October) comprising representatives of the 
World Council of Churches, the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches and the 
Pacific Conference of Churches. 


In his report on the visit, "An Update on the Bougainville Situation", John 
Doom of the WCC’s Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service - said attempts by 
the delegation, to visit the BRA- and PNG Security Force-controlled areas on 
Bougainville failed because PNG security said that the delegation had not 
sought proper authority and permission to travel to the disputed island and 
that their safety could not be guaranteed. 


On its return to Port Moresby, the capital city of Papua New Guinea, the 
delegation issued a statement expressing disappointment that the visit, which 
was intended to gather more information from both sides in the dispute, had 
not taken place. 


At its 44th meeting in Geneva/Switzerland, 21-28 August (EPS 92.09.02), the 
wcc Central Committee requested the ecumenical body’s Programme Units III and 
IV - Justice, Peace and Creation, and Sharing and Service - to continue 
monitoring and to take appropriate action on Bougainville "in consultation 
with the Pacific Conference of Churches, the Solomon Island Christian 
Association and the Papua New Guinea Council of Churches". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.58 
Additional grants to combat racism announced 


The World Council of Churches has announced eight additional names of 
recipients of this year’s grants from its Special Fund to Combat Racism, 
bringing the total amount to 375 500 US dollars. On 15 November (EPS 
92.11.05), the WCC announced that it is disbursing 205 000 US Dollars to 21 
groups of racially oppressed and eight anti-racism support groups (see a 
complete list in this issue, EPS 92.11.86). 


A statement issued (20 November) by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro said 
the Special Fund has a significant place within the ecumenical movement. He 
added: "It is the visible expression of our commitment to combat the evils of 
racism, ethnocentrism, casteism and all other forms of discrimination". Castro 
said racial and ethnic violence has escalated to levels higher than when the 
Special Fund was launched in 1969. 


Castro also explained that this year’s grants reflect a determination to re- 
shape the allocation procedure for the Fund. "We wish to give it new direction 
to take into account the current dimensions of struggle in different parts of 
the world", and added: "For that reason the grants list now gives special 
emphasis to indigenous peoples and the struggle for land rights, to combat 
racism in Europe and the United States and to women as major victims of 
racism". 


On South Africa, Castro says the present situation there indicates that there 
are still many challenges ahead and the WCC wishes to continue its support to 
the liberation movements in all ways appropriate to the WCC as a council of 
churches. "This year’s grants to South Africa", he said, "seek to reflect the 
new challenges. The liberation movements no longer operate from exile and have 
entered onto the political stage in negotiation; for that, many governments 
are now ready to give them support. We have ourselves set aside a sum of money 
[70 000 US dollars] to be available to support the vision of the Patriotic 
Front to bring together all the forces of the oppressed people towards a 
common purpose of democracy in South Africa". 


Two grants of 40 000 US dollars each have also been extended to SANCO, a South 
African nation-wide civic organization, and to a church programme working for 
reconciliation and building of democracy in South Africa. "It is in the Ciskei 
where repression has increased and violence on all sides has become 
commonplace", the press release said. The total amount to groups in South 
Africa is $150 OOO. 


The statement added that the WCC recognises that the struggle against 
apartheid is far from over and "we wish to indicate that the bilateral support 
instruments of the WCC, such as our programmatic funds, are now open to all 
our partners in South Africa". 


The statement concluded: "Racism abounds in our world. More than ever before 
the world cries out for peace with justice. The WCC calls for increased 
attention to the need to offer the racially oppressed some means to resist the 
evil of racism. We hope the Special Fund will continue to be an instrument for 
common action and reconciliation in the struggle for justice for all over the 
world". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.59 
South Africa: Church body criticises arms exhibition 


A South African Council of Churches statement of 18 November has criticized 
the South African government’s arms exhibition and described it as "an ugly 
picture of shame" and added that while many members of the nation face death 
as a daily reality in the violence that is the scourge of "our" land, another 
part deals in the death trade through weapons of war and destruction. The 
statement added: "The exhibition is advertised as a great international event. 
This at a time when the United Nations arms embargo is still in place. We 
challenge the global community to avoid the affair and are glad to hear that 
many Western nations, including both Britain and the United States, have 
refused to attend in compliance with that embargo and their own national 
decisions not to deal in war weapons with South Africa". The statement urged 
the public to have nothing to do with "the dealers in arms who have put this 
dreadful exhibition together for their own gain and at the cost of lives of 
our fellow citizens". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.60 
US: RC-Orthodox meeting discusses uniatism, proselytism 


Resolving tensions between Roman Catholics and Orthodox in Eastern Europe and 
the Middle East over proselytism and uniatism requires deeper theological 
investigation of the meaning of "full communion", "sister church", "primacy" 
and "conciliarity", according to participants in the 44th in a series of 
consultations between US Catholic and Orthodox scholars which began in 1967. 


The group, which met in Douglaston, New York, at the end of October, agreed 
to come together again in June 1993 to discuss papers on the "sister church" 
relationship and to examine documents on "communion" by the Vatican and the 
wcc Faith and Order Commission. The nine theologians appointed by the US 
Catholic bishops conference to take part in the consultation addressed a 
separate two-page statement to fellow-Catholics "at a moment in history which 
we think is both a crisis and a providential opportunity for the whole 
Christian community". 


They warned Catholics against "succumbing to two temptations: taking action 
in Eastern Europe without respecting the ecclesial reality of the Orthodox 
churches" and "treating the lands of Eastern Europe and the Middle East as 
‘mission territory’". Already, the statement said, Catholics are sending 
"mixed signals" by providing "Christian and human support" in Eastern Europe 
while at the same time re-establishing "Western religious houses and 
jurisdictions" there. Urging "an unequivocal assurance by Catholics that the 
Orthodox churches will be treated as sister churches in practice and not 
merely in theory", the signers went on to warn against the use of "the 
superior resources of the Catholic Church ... to intimidate or seduce Orthodox 
Christians into abandoning their traditions". Catholics, they said, should 
“assist Orthodox and Eastern Catholic communities in their mission" to the 
many “unchurched" people in Eastern Europe. 


Also in October, Episcopal News Service reports, a committee of 
representatives met in New York to discuss how US Episcopal-Orthodox dialogue, 
which Orthodox bishops suspended more than a year ago after the Episcopal 
diocese of Washington ordained a non-celibate lesbian to the priesthood, might 
be resumed. Explaining the suspension at that time, the Orthodox bishops said 
clergy and laity in their churches were "scandalized by the image of the 
Episcopal Church in the media and our association with this image". A renewed 
dialogue "on a deeper and more realistic level", the committee said, should 
explore stereotypes the two churches have of each other, the ecclesiological 
differences and similarities between Episcopalians and Orthodox and 
"potentially divisive issues, such as human sexuality, which should not be 
resolved by any church on its own". Five US Orthodox churches suspended their 
participation in the US National Council of Churches at the same time as they 
took their action on dialogue with the Episcopal Church. In March (EPS 
92.03.68) the Orthodox decided to resume provisionally their NCC membership. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.11.61 
US: violence against women a sin, Catholic bishops say 


Physical, sexual, psychological or verbal violence of any kind is a sin - and 
often a crime, according to a 16-page document on violence against women 
recently released by the US Catholic bishops. The strongly-worded text says 
violence exists in all parts of society, including the church, and urged the 
church to help women break this "infernal circle". Domestic violence is often 
"protected by a cloak of silence", the bishops say. They are sharply critical 
of the "false argument" that intervention from outside in such cases harms the 
"sacred character of the home". Every year, says the document, from two to 
three million US women, including more than a third of expectant mothers, 
suffer violence or death threats from their husbands. The situation is 
aggravated by the current economic situation and by the "cyclical effect" of 
violence: children reared amidst domestic violence are much more likely to 
practice violence on their own spouses when they become adults. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.62 
Trinidad meeting inaugurates global women’s network 


Sisters in Struggle to Eliminate Racism (SISTER) was the name chosen for a 
global network launched by an international gathering in Trinidad in October. 
The gathering brought together eighty women of colour from churches and 
movements active in local women’s struggles in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, 
Europe, the Americas and the Caribbean. . 


It was organized by two desks now working together in the WCC’s Programme Unit 
on Justice, Peace and Creation: the Women under Racism programme (inaugurated 
in the early 1980s and dedicated to enabling women of colour to tell their own 
stories of multiple oppression) and the programme of Churches in Solidarity 
with Women. 


Both have broad constituencies, and it was felt that the time was now ripe for 
more systematic international networking on specific issues. The gathering was 
set in the framework of the Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women 1985- 
1995, and of 1992 as a year of indigenous and popular resistance. 


Mixed-region panels presented the issues of economic justice, human rights and 
racial justice, indigenous people and land rights, violence against women, 
health and education. The plan was for the discussions to bring out what women 
engaged in these issues have in common. But most participants (for whom 
struggle is a daily experience rather than an academic exercise) were eager 
first to prioritize their problems on a regional basis and tell their own 
stories. The fact that they finally affirmed a strong commitment to linking 
up with one another, and "gave birth" to SISTER after four days of "labour 
pains" was "a miracle", says WCC staff member Aruna Gnanadason. 


The gathering recommended that the WCC facilitate the establishment, 
development and resourcing of this network. SISTER’s initial task, it said, 
was to form commissions to work on particular aspects of the issues mentioned 
above; each commission should be composed of representatives from concerned 
regions, indigenous, black and mestizo communities. 


The commission on economic justice, for example, should develop popular 
education/literacy programmes "to demystify the functions and implications for 
women of global economic configurations such as the International Monetary 
Fund, World Bank and General Agreement on Trades and Tariffs" and, based on 
women’s oral and written testimony, should study the effects of the globalized 
economy on women’s lives. 


The gathering also produced practical suggestions on how SISTER should be set 
up, how it can link movements and churches, and how those with very limited 
resources and access can participate. Marilia Schiiller, responsible for the 
programme of Women Under Racism/Casteism in the WCC, explains that "We were 
talking about faxes while some of those women don’t have electricity. But they 
do relate to organizations and groups." 


Worship was an important element in Trinidad. The participants, not all of 
whom were Christian, helped prepare the meditations. The organizers appealed 
to Christian women "not to impose a father-God image", and indigenous women 
shared their traditional spirituality. This had its rewards: in a moment of 
crisis, an indigenous woman from Hawaii explained that "When we pray it is 
with open eyes and we look up!", providing a powerful prayer of healing. While 
"Christianity was not the major perspective," Schiller explains, "the basic 
question was how to be truly inclusive, rather than how to refrain from 
Christian worship." 


Other tensions - between women from churches and movements, engaged in 
different regions and struggles, and with different levels of political 
engagement, experience and consciousness - also surfaced during the gathering, 
threatening at times to tear it apart. "We need to develop special skills to 
handle such tensions constructively," confesses Gnanadason. "But", she adds, 
"tensions are positive. Nothing can be created without them." [over] 


trinidad/2 


"Women of colour are serious when they talk about the triple oppression of 
racism, sexism and classism", Schiiller said. In that sense, the gathering 
issued a strong challenge to the "mainline" women’s movement. Participants 
expressed their will to discover "what we can do for ourselves", and the WCC 
was challenged to help find necessary resources. And that, the women’s team 
stressed, will mean much interdisciplinary work for the Council. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.63 
Namibia: churches urged to promote peace, reconciliation 


Over 100 delegates from the Association of Western European Parliamentarians’ 
Action Against Apartheid and church leaders from Africa came together for a 
meeting on “Democratization and Reconciliation" hosted by the Council of 
Churches in Namibia (in Windhoek, 28-30 October), according to a press release 
from the Namibia Ecumenical News Agency. 


The meeting, officially opened by Namibian President Sam Nujoma, presented an 
opportunity for the visiting parliamentarians to exchange experiences and 
views with representatives of national councils of churches and non- 
governmental organizations. 


In an opening address, Namibian President Nujoma challenged the church to 
democratise itself by also ordaining women and to come out with a commitment 
to working for real democratisation with transparency and accountability, the 
press release said. 


President Nujoma said the churches would be challenged "... to reconcile and 
show visible unity to the world", and added that "the conference is also an 
opportunity for all the participants to appreciate the difficulties and pains 
in putting reconciliation into practice, and at the same time admit in 
humility the hard fact that the alternatives to reconciliation and democracy 
are the evils of racial, ethnic, and ideological polarisation and strife, 
economic backwardness, national disunity and disintegration". 


The release said the participants agreed that reconciliation and democracy are 
essential for economic development, political stability, peace, the attainment 
of gender and racial equality, and religious freedom and tolerance. 


The participants appealed to the churches to preach and teach the need for 
confession and repentance for the sins committed under colonialism and 
apartheid. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.64 
WCC appeals for more aid to drought victims in Africa 


The World Council of Churches has appealed to aid and relief agencies in 
Europe and North America to respond urgently to the drought situation in 
southern and eastern Africa. 


A circular letter sent to church-related development aid and relief agencies 
on 23 October and signed by Pamela Greet, drought consultant in the WCC’s 
Programme Unit IV - Sharing and Service, described the situation in eastern 
and southern Africa as "desperate". She added that the situation is not only 
worsened by the slow realization of pledged funds "but this is compounded by 
various impediments to efficient delivery including physical, bureaucratic and 
organizational obstacles". 


On her return from a field visit to the southern African countries of 
Mozambique, Swaziland and South Africa in October (EPS 92.11.06), Greet 
reported that some countries in southern Africa had not received food aid 
pledged at the United Nations conference held in June (in Geneva/Switzerland) 
to rally international support for drought relief. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.65 
Albania: parliament to reconsider restrictive religious law 


Albanian leaders have withheld from parliamentary debate a proposed law on 
religion which, if ratified, would have severely curtailed the activities of 
religious minority groups, reports the US-based News Network International. 


The original draft of the Law Regarding Religious Communities distributed to 
parliament (16 October, EPS 92.11.44) excluded Protestants from among the 
legally recognized Albanian "religious communities" (Muslims, Bektashi - a 
Muslim sect, Albanian Orthodox and Roman Catholics). ; 


The report said that following a stand-off between Albanian deputies pushing 
to ratify the law and top government leaders concerned that its provisions may 
violate international human rights standards, the law was sent back to the 
Council of Ministers for review on 24 October. 


A source in Albania told NNI that some parliamentary aides are convinced there 
is no need for a special law on religion. Kyle Tromanhauser, an adviser for 
the US-based Albanian Development Council, said that one option being 
considered is to "discard the law entirely and to put a clear, simple and 
concise article in the constitution which gives true freedom of religion". 


The report added that, according to sources, it is unclear whether the draft 
law will be completely rewritten or merely amended, but that on 30 October a 
legal adviser representing the Albanian Protestant community conferred with 
parliamentary aides, at their request, to consider the changes needed to 
afford religious freedom guarantees to the Protestant minority. 


NNI also said Protestants had applied for legal recognition more than a year 
earlier as the Evangelical Brotherhood - an organization founded by Albanian 
evangelicals over 100 years ago. But Protestants said they never received an 
official response despite numerous efforts, some of which were solicited, to 
gain recognition. 


Many Protestants believe the opposition of Muslim and Orthodox communities to 
alleged Protestant "proselytism" caused the Albanian authorities to hedge on 
their requests. The draft law would have forced Protestants and other 
religious minorities or "sects" to seek legal status via the approval of one 
of Albania’s four "traditional" religious communities. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.66 
Church bodies set up joint environment and development programme 


The Joint Working Group on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation of the 
Geneva-based Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European 
[Roman Catholic] Bishops Conferences (CCEE) has commissioned a third study 
project on "Environment and Development", says a CEC press release (9 
November). 


The release said that in close cooperation and consultation with church 
groups, the new programme will seek to provide support for follow-up work to 
the Rio Conference on Environment and Development. The project has been 
structured to include a deliberate effort to enlist the participation of 
churches, church agencies, networks and groups. The main question facing the 
Joint Working Group at its latest meeting was the extent to which the European 
Community is receptive to the goals and priorities of the Basel Ecumenical 
Assembly held in 1989, the theme of which was "Peace and Justice". 


EPS 92.11.67 
CEC announces staff changes 


The Conference of European Churches has announced staff changes at its Geneva 
headquarters. Hans Schmocker, who hitherto combined Inter-Church Service work 
with his duties as finance officer, becomes full-time Secretary for Finance 
and Administration. Irja Askola who was seconded from the Lutheran Church of 
Finland as Organizing Secretary for the CEC’s 10th Assembly (Prague, 1-11 
September), now joins the staff as Inter-Church Service Secretary. She will 
also be responsible for initiating the CEC’s contribution to the Ecumenical 
Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. Study secretary Hermann Goltz 
returns to his professorship at the Martin Luther University/Germany. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.68 
Church body for Britain, Ireland appeals for ex-Yugoslav refugees 


The presidents of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland - Olu 
Abiola, Christine Davis, John Habgood, Basil Hume, Dafydd H. Owen and John 
Neill - sent a letter to Prime Minister John Major (6 November) expressing 
concern over the plight of refugees in the former Yugoslavia. The letter said 
Britain had received proportionately far fewer refugees than many other 
European countries. "We are particularly concerned at the Home Secretary’s 
statement in the House of Commons ... that Britain will permit only 150 former 
prison camp detainees together with their dependents to enter the country". 
The letter added that given that the UNHCR and the International Red Cross 
seek to evacuate about 10 000 people held in refugee centres in the former 
Yugoslavia, "... we ask for a much more generous response commensurate with 
the scale of the problem". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.69 
US: Clinton’s election a challenge to evangelicals? 


Billy Melvin, executive director of the US National Association of 
Evangelicals, has said the election of Bill Clinton as US president poses new 
and bigger challenges for the US evangelical community, says a report 
appearing in the World Evangelical Fellowship Information Interchange of 23 
November. According to Melvin, if Clinton maintains his stand on key moral and 
ethical issues such as abortion and homosexuality, then evangelicals have no 
option but to talk back to the administration. "We have to be prepared to 
speak up and challenge the government", he said, adding that the challenge 
will be even more intense because pro-choice forces, extreme feminists, and 
homosexual rights groups will use the next four years to push their agenda. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.11.70 
Uganda: Bible Society chief fasts for money 


The chief executive of the Uganda Bible Society, Jeroham P. Kaddu has embarked 
on a month-long fast and prayer to ask God to provide 140 000 US dollars to 
pay a construction company that has built the Society’s headquarters in 
Kampala, writes David Musoke. Kaddu said he had successfully used prayer and 
fasting before to seek God’s help, to heal his daughter and to recover money 
stolen from the Society. "When the architects and consultants write the final 
certificates for the new building next month, the construction company will 
be expecting to be paid the money in full which we do not have", he said. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.11.71 
South Africa: church leaders meet to discuss peace 


A meeting of church leaders from around South Africa was held (11 November) 
to discuss the political situation in the country and the role of the church 
in the crisis. The meeting also discussed the proposals for a Joint Peace 
Keeping Force, an ecumenical church peace rally in Natal province and other 
actions for peace. [EPS] 


EP oes. £2 


US: Seventh-day Adventist annual council meeting held 


The 1992 annual council of the worldwide Seventh-day Adventist church was held 
(6-12 October) in Silver Spring, Maryland/USA. Among other topics, the meeting 
discussed the environment, abortion and care for the dying. [EPS] 


NAS bi? ee hay 


Church of Scotland’s next moderator announced 


James Weatherhead, 61, is to be the next moderator of the Church of Scotland's 
general assembly, says an item appearing in The Tablet of 7 November. 
Weatherhead, the church’s principal clerk since 1975, assumes his new 
responsibilites next May. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.74 
Philippines: suspected killer of radio preacher arrested 


The US-based News Network International reported (23 October) that police in 
the southern Philippines city of Zamboanga have arrested a Muslim student for 
allegedly taking part in the 21 September slaying of a Protestant radio 
preacher and two others at a Far East Broadcasting Company radio station (EPS 
92.10.79). The report said the suspect, 22-year-old Abdil Basid Jikiri, acted 
as a lookout while his two accomplices forced their way into the radio station 
and shot dead Gregorio Hapalla, 58, and two others. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.75 
Aristide, exiled Haitian leader, to join Episcopal church? 


Exiled Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a former Roman Catholic 
priest, is reportedly considering joining the Episcopal Church, according to 
The Long-Island Catholic and reported in the US-based Episcopal News Service 
of 29 October. The report said Aristide condemned the Vatican, in a speech 
at the United Nations, for promoting its chargé d’affaires in Haiti to the 
position of papal nuncio, a move that he sees as a tacit recognition of the 
new military government there. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.76 
India: religions unite to pray for Tibet 


Christians joined Buddhist monks and hundreds of university students and Tibet 
sympathizers in New Delhi/India (20 October) to observe the 30th anniversary 
of the outbreak of hostilities in the India-China war and to demand a free 
Tibet, reports the Hong Kong-based Roman Catholic weekly Asia Focus of 13 
November. The event, which was organized by the Committee for Solidarity with 
the Tibetan Liberation Movement, included fasting and interreligious prayers, 
and was attended by Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.77 
US-Burkina Faso tensions may harm church work 


The World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF) said (23 November) that the diplomatic 
tensions between the United States and the West African nation of Burkina Faso 
have left mission and relief agencies uncertain about the future. The United 
States recently recalled its ambassador while alleging that Burkina Faso 
through covert military support for the rebels in Liberia is fuelling the 
Civil war there. According to WEF, relief organizations receiving government 
funding are worried about the situation. World Relief’s West African director 
said "If the US Mission pulls out, or our government decides to cut back on 
aid, our programme will be severely -impacted". [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.78 
Filipino leader urged to "seize the moment” for peace 


Recent contacts between new Philippine President Fidel Ramos and US church 
leaders have raised hopes for a possible settlement to 23 years of civil 
unrest there, says a report from the Episcopal News Service of 29 October. It 
said the new spirit of optimism emerged last summer when US Episcopal Church 
Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning wrote to Ramos urging him to "engage in 
serious dialogue on the substantive issues that perpetuate this long struggle" 
and also urged him to address "the root causes of the conflict ...". [EPS] 


| EPS 92.11.79 
European-Pacific network meets, urges ban on nuclear tests 


Seventy-five representatives from 30 organizations took part in the fourth 
annual seminar of the European-Pacific Solidarity Network (EPSN) in 
Strasbourg/France (16-18 October). The EPSN comprises church bodies, justice 
and peace and other non-governmental organizations in six European countries. 
At the meeting the network resolved to urge the French government to extend 
its moratorium on nuclear tests in the Pacific and to sign the Partial Testban 
Treaty. The meeting also wrote to the German Commission for Economic 
Cooperation urging that German companies operating in Papua New Guinea be 
obliged to observe the highest German standards of environment protection. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 92.11.80 


Australia: Anglican synod of Sydney says no to women priests 


The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Sydney, Australia, meeting 12-16 October, 
rejected a measure which would allow the ordination of women priests in 
Australia, a press release from the Anglican Press Service (APS) of 23 October 
said. A secret ballot showed that 65 per cent of clergy and 57 per cent of 
lay members in the Synod supported a motion that Synod dissent from the Church 
of England Clarification Canon. The canon seeks to repeal any law, rule of 
discipline, principle, practice or tradition of the church inherited and 
applicable in any diocese, which prevents the ordination of women to the 
priesthood, the APS report said. In March this year, the Anglican Archbishop 
of Perth, Peter Carnely, ordained Australia’s first women priests (EPS 
92.03.52). Earlier, in January (EPS 92.02.38), Bishop Owen Dowling of the 
Canberra-Goulburn diocese was taken to court by opponents of women priests 
over his plan to ordain 11 women deacons as priests on 2 February. The court 
granted the injunction. [EPS] 


BPS,92 11-67 
Finland: women to be ordained as elders 


The Adventist Press Service (APD) reports that Finnish Seventh-day Adventists 
have decided to ordain women as elders. Previously women could serve as 
elders but only men were ordained to the office, which is understood as a 
position of spiritual leadership in the congregation. The work of elders in 
the SdA church is limited to the congregation in which they are ordained. 
At the world SdA assembly in 1990, the church decided against ordaining women 
as pastors but recommended to all divisions of the church that women elders 
be ordained. Worldwide, the SdA church numbers about 8 million baptized 
Christians in 190 countries. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.82 
USA: Society of Missiology to meet 


The 1993 annual meeting of the American Society of Missiology (ASM) will be 
held (18-20 June 1993) at Techny, Illinois/USA, according to a press release 
of 27 October from the ASM. The release said the meeting’s theme, "North 
America - Peoples and their Cultures in Transition", will be developed through 
a varied programme of addresses and responses from Conciliar Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Independent Evangelical perspectives. The ASM meeting will be 
held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the Association of Professors 
of Mission which meets a day prior to the ASM meeting. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.83 
Rwanda: churches call for speedy return to peace 


A report in the 31 October issue of The Tablet says Roman Catholic bishops of 
Rwanda and members of the Protestant Council of Rwanda made a joint call (2 
October) for talks between the government and the Rwanda Popular Front to be 
speeded up. They urged the President and other authorities to do everything 
possible to eliminate the obstacles to peace. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.84 
Barbados: youth consultation held 


A consultation on youth ministry was held on the Caribbean island of Barbados 
(27-28 October), under the sponsorship of the Ecumenical Global Gathering of 
Youth and Students and in cooperation with the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (CCC). The meeting was attended by youth leaders from the Moravian, 
Methodist and Roman Catholic churches and also by staff. of the YMCA and the 
YWCA in Barbados. Other participants included staff from the CCC offices in 
Antigua, Barbados and Trinidad & Tobago. [EPS] 


EPS 92.11.85 
Bangladesh: Muslims, thugs, attack Christian village 


The World Evangelical Fellowship Information Interchange reports that Muslim 
fundamentalists, joined by local thugs, savagely attacked a Christian village 
in southern Bangladesh recently. The 23-November report said the attackers 
torched the church building and seven homes and ransacked a score of other 
residences. No one was killed or seriously injured. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: Complete List of Recipients of Grants to Combat Racism 


The following is a list of grants to 36 groups or organizations of the 
racially oppressed and eight support groups from 15 countries, approved by the 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches (* denotes groups having 
received grants in former years - see also EPS 92.11.58 in this issue). 


I GROUPS OF THE RACIALLY OPPRESSED 


(A) SOUTH AFRICA 
1) available for unity processes of 
the liberation movements 
2) South African National 
Civic Organisation 
3) Programme of the Churches on 
the Ciskei Crisis 


TOTAL SOUTH AFRICA: 


(B) INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
ASIA & PACIFIC 


Aotearoa/ 4) NFIP/Nuclear-Free and 
New Zealand Independent Pacific Concerns 
Resource Centre * 


Australia: 5) Trade Union Committee for 
Aboriginal Rights (TUCAR) 


India: 6) Dalit Sahitya Akademy * 
SUB-TOTAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (Asia & Pacific): 
NORTH AMERICA 


USA: 7) Hawaii Ecumenical Coalition * 
8) Ili Noho Kai O Anahola 
9) North Carolina Indian 
Cultural Center 
10) Tate Topa Native American 
Center 


SUB-TOTAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (North America): 
LATIN AMERICA 


11) Cultural Centres of the Mapuche 
de Cante 
2) Consejo Etnico Shipibo-Bajo Ucayali 
13) Comité 500 anos de Resistencia 
Indigena, Negra y Popular 
14) Consejo de Jayi Amautus - La Paz 


SUB-TOTAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES (Latin America): 


TOTAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES: 


150,000 


15,500 


32,000 


20,000 


67,500 


USS 


70,000 


40,000 


40,000 


7,000 


5,000 


3,500 


7,000 
5,000 


10,000 


10,000 


5,000 
5,000 


5,000 
5,000 


grants/2 


(C) WOMEN UNDER RACISM 


EUROPE 

Netherlands: 15) National Organization of 
Surinam Women (LOSV) * 

UK: 16) Newham Asian Women’s Project 


SUB-TOTAL WOMEN UNDER RACISM (Europe) 


LATIN AMERICA 
Brazil: 17) Colectivo de Mulheres Negras 
da Baixada Santista * 
18) GRUMIN--Grupo Mulher/ 
Educagao Indigena * 
Peru: 19) Federacién de Mujeres del 
Distrito Sur Andino Inka 


SUB-TOTAL WOMEN UNDER RACISM (Latin America) 


TOTAL WOMEN UNDER RACISM 


(D) RACISM and ETHNIC CONFLICTS 


EUROPE 
Czechoslovakia: 20) Council of Gypsy Entrepreneurs 
France: 21) Committee Against Double 


Punishment 
United Kingdom: 22) Anti-Racist Alliance 
23) Southall Monitoring Group * 


SUB-TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS (Europe) 


LATIN AMERICA 
Brazil: 24) Agentes de Pastoral Negros 
25) Grupo Grito de Liberdade * 
26) Sociedade Cultural 
Missoes Quilombo 


SUB-TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS (Latin America) 


NORTH AMERICA 
USA: 27) Center for the Study of 
Harassment of African 
Americans * 
28) December 12th Movement / 
Black Consciousness 
Movement * 


SUB-TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS (Latin America) 


TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS 


TOTAL ALLOCATIONS TO 28 RACIALLY OPPRESSED GROUPS: 


5,000 
9,000 
14,000 
15,000 
10,000 
3,000 
28,000 
42,000 
2,500 
7,500 
10,000 
5,000 
25,000 
10,000 
5,000 
5,000 
20,000 
8,000 
10,000 
18,000 
63,000 


US$ 322,500 


grants/3 
II SUPPORT GROUPS 
(A) INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 


NORTH AMERICA 


Canada: 1) Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee (Canada) * 
USA: 2) Honor Our Neighbors Origins 


and Rights, Inc. (HONOR) * 


TOTAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 


(B) RACISM and ETHNIC CONFLICTS 


EUROPE 
United Kingdom: 3) Independent Immigration 
Support Programme 


SUB-TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS (Europe) 


LATIN AMERICA 

Brazil: 4) Comissao Ecuménica Nacional 
de Combate ao Racismo * 
(CENACORA/CONIC) 


SUB-TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS (Latin America) 
NORTH AMERICA 
USA: 5) Concilio Puertorriqueno 

contra el Racismo * 

6) Southern Organizing 
Committee for Social & 
Economic Justice (SOC) * 

SUB-TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS (North America) 


TOTAL RACISM AND ETHNIC CONFLICTS: 


(C) ANTI-APARTHEID 

EUROPE 

Germany: 7) Anti-Apartheid-Bewegung (AAB) * 

AND 

Informationsstelle Sitidliches 
Afrika (ISSA) * 

SUB-TOTAL ANTI-APARTHEID (Europe) 

NORTH AMERICA 

USA: 8) American Committee on 
Africa (ACOA) * 

SUB-TOTAL ANTI-APARTHEID (North America) 


TOTAL ANTI-APARTHEID: 


TOTAL ALLOCATIONS TO 8 SUPPORT GROUPS: 


9,000 


2,500 


26,500 


9,000 


38,000 


4,000 


2,000 


6,000 


$ 53,000 


5,000 


4,000 


2,500 


26,500 


4,000 


5,000 


4,000 


2,000 
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England: RC leaders react to women’s ordination issue S24d2e04 
New Roman Catholic Catechism attracts public attention -02 
) El Salvador: Jesuit head urges pardon for "accomplices" in murder «03 
| British government urged to respond "generously" to refugees -04 
International ecumenical peace efforts on ex-Yugoslavia intensify 305 
Forum protests assaults against Muslim women in Bosnia - 06 
USA: church leaders against commercialization of Christmas -07 
Vatican: Pope criticises human rights abuses in Malawi -08 
Kenya: churches to pray for free, fair elections -09 
Russia: Kremlin cathedrals returned to church 10 
Angola: Lutheran project worker killed ve 
Vatican admits Galileo was right, after 350 years ei ly 
British Methodists hail Church of England vote on women oa 
Christian tribespeople forced to build rail in Burma? -14 
Australia: creation of wealth major challenge, church leader aS 
Church leaders hail British government pledge not to cut overseas aid «Lo 
Christianity rooted in Judaism, says Polish church leader eae 
Tanzania: Lutheran church elects new leader Le 
US survey: most Americans believe God guides their daily decisions Pps 
Zimbabwe: African Anglicans worried about future foreign aid nou) 
France: WCC meeting discusses local churches’ role in mission sea 
Cuban situation catastrophic, says church leader wee 
USA: Christian World Communions meeting discusses ecumenism ee 
Pakistan: Christian sentenced to die for blaspheming Mohammed 24 
Ecutext: The Blantyre Covenant “eo 
Ecuview: Popular Religion and Women’s Liberation «26 
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SHOPTALK 


EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are: 31.50 
UK pounds; 53.50 US dollars; 65.90 Canadian dollars; 

75 Australian dollars; 77.50 Swiss francs; 89.50 New Zealand 
dollars; 91.50 German marks; 105 Dutch guilders; 310 French 
francs; 310 Swedish kronas; or 475 Indian rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


REE KKEKKEKEKKEKKEKKEKEK 


The last issue of EPS for this year will appear on 9 December. 


The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS), an international 
cooperative society created by the World Council of Churches to enable 
churches, their members and related organizations to use investment capital 
in economic development, is seeking a full-time Communications/Public 
Relations Officer at its headquarters in Amersfoort/Netherlands. Deadline for 
applications is 31 December 1992. For information write Mr. D.V. Brunson, 
EDCS, P.C. Hooftlaan 3, NL-3818 HG Amersfoort; telephone (31) (33) 63 31 22; 
fax (31) (33) 65 03 36. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.12.01 
England: RC leaders react to women’s ordination issue (‘Robert Nowel1) 


In response to a decision by the Church of England’s general synod to allow 
the ordination of women to the priesthood, the former Bishop of London, Graham 
Leonard, has suggested the idea of an Anglican Uniate personal prelature as 
a haven for members of the Church of England unable to accept women priests. 


The Church of England’s general synod voted - by a slender margin to obtain 
the necessary two-thirds majority - to ordain women to the priesthood, 11 
November (EPS 92.11.28). Before the first women priests can be ordained, the 
measure has to be approved by both houses of the British parliament and given 
the royal assent. 


Leonard said he had discussed the matter with a "high-placed member of the 
Catholic church" who told him the move “would not receive the cold shoulder". 


Writing in Catholic Herald, Leonard said that Anglican traditionalists would 
be approaching Rome "as suppliants and without presumption, asking if a way 
could be found for us somehow to preserve our Anglican identity while being 
in communion with the see of Peter". 


While it was not for them to suggest how this might be achieved, "we can only 
hope and pray that the Vatican and the hierarchy here in England will give 
sympathetic consideration to any possibility of a way forward." 


Leonard, who was succeeded by David Hope as bishop in 1991, quoted the 
provision in canon law for personal prelatures, which so far had operated only 
in respect of Opus Dei (though the Code of Canon Law envisaged a wider use), 
as well as the provision for parallel hierarchies of different rites in the 
same territory. 


He recognized that Anglican orders - declared absolutely null and utterly void 
by Pope Leo XIII in the bull Apostolicae curae of 1896 - did present a problem 
"for many orthodox Anglican clergy". But according to him, "responsible 
people in the Roman Catholic Church" were suggesting that while Apostolicae 
curae applied to the 1896 situation, subsequent developments (such as the 
participation of Old Catholic bishops in Anglican consecrations) could warrant 
a different response. 


"I would want to stress that we are not asking for recognition to continue an 
Anglican ministry but as those who have accepted the magisterium and are in 
communion with the Holy See", he concluded. 


In response, the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, while pointing out 
that it is for the Roman Catholic Church to respond to Leonard’s specific 
suggestions, reiterated the message of his presidential address that brought 
to an end last week’s meeting of the Church of England’s general synod: that 
the period following last week’s decision should be a time of reflection 
allowing bishops to consult with their clergy and parishes before the meeting 
of the House of Bishops in January. 


He repeated his call for the avoidance of hasty or ill-considered judgement 
and his hope that the discussion will continue to be conducted with charity 
and generosity. 


Reactions from the Roman Catholic authorities in England included Cardinal 
Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster, telling BBC radio: "I don’t think that 
there’s any wish on our part to aggravate any possible schism in the Church 
of England." : 


In "a very fluid situation" his advice to people was to go slowly, to reflect 
very carefully. He reiterated that opposition to women priests was not 
enough for becoming a Roman Catholic: "One has to accept all that the 
Catholic Church stands for and make a personal commitment." 


However, the proposals should be examined carefully. "We ought to be able 
to find a way forward which would not wound the Church of England - that is 
very important - but would meet the real needs of people who find themselves 
in a rather angry situation of saying: ‘we can’t remain where we are, we 
don’t know where to go, and if we do how to do it’", he added. [over] 


reactions to ordination of women/2 


A statement issued on behalf of the bishops by Bishop Cormac Murphy-O’Connor 
of Arundel and Brighton, chairman of their committee for Christian unity (and 
Catholic co-chairman of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission), 
said the bishops conference would be "considering all aspects of this delicate 
and complex matter, necessarily involving consultation with the Holy See". 


Answering questions at a press conference about Leonard’s suggestion, Murphy- 
O’Connor said it was a situation of "great difficulty and delicacy". It was 
important to realize that Anglican clergy and laity upset by the decision were 
in a very troubled and stressful state, and he concurred with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s call for.a time of prayer and reflection. 


"From our point of view, from the point of view of the Roman Catholic bishops 
of England, we would see it as our duty to help these men and women in any way 
open to us that is right and proper", he said. Moving from one church to 
another was a personal decision, but naturally any request from a group for 
collective reception into communion with Rome would have to be looked at in 
the manner in which it was placed before the bishops. 


"One would not want to be too precipitate in deciding either the way or the 
number of people who might consider seeking entry into the Roman Catholic 
church or the response of the Roman Catholic Church at this stage to that 
request", he said. "Certainly, as I have said, we would want to do what we 
can to help in this very difficult and delicate situation." 


To his knowledge no discussions had yet taken place on the basis of Leonard’s 
suggestion. 


At their autumn meeting (16-19 November) the Roman Catholic bishops of England 
and Wales expressed their "profound regret" at the Church of England’s 
decision to accept women priests, both because this reinforced the obstacle 
such ordinations placed to the reconciliation of ministries that was essential 
to full visible unity between Rome and Canterbury, and because any disunity 
within a particular church made ecumenical relations and the path to a wider 
unity more difficult. 


"Conscious of the developing role of women in society and in the church, we 
are deeply concerned to promote equality and justice", they said. But the 
question of women priests was of a different kind and related to the Christian 
community’s fidelity to the will of the Lord. 


"It is because of the unbroken apostolic tradition and practice of the 
Catholic church and also of the Orthodox and Ancient Eastern churches that the 
Roman Catholic church does not consider itself authorized to ordain women to 
the priesthood", they stated. 


The "real though imperfect communion" that continued to exist between the 
Catholic church and the Church of England would remain "incomplete" as long 
as they disagreed on matters of faith and sacramental practice. The bishops 
pledged themselves to continue their commitment to working wholeheartedly 
together with Anglicans "in every way that is open to us". 


Answering questions, Murphy-O’Connor said he thought there were other 
theological arguments against the ordination of women, but the main argument 
was that from the unbroken tradition of the church. 


"The position of the Roman Catholic church is that it does not see that this 
development regarding the ordination of women to the priesthood is a 
legitimate one", he said. 


But he admitted that it was a new question, and wondered what would happen in 
20, 50, or 100 years’ time when the bishops in communion with the pope looked 
at the tradition afresh. 


Meanwhile, a telephone poll of a random sample of 300 out of the 6000 Catholic 
priests of England and Wales conducted by the Roman Catholic weekly, The 
Tablet has found nearly a third in favour of ordaining women priests. Asked: 
"Do you think the Catholic church should ever ordain women to the priesthood?" 
31 per cent said yes, 54 per cent said no, and 15 per cent were don’t knows. 
[EPS] 


(‘Robert Nowell is a UK-based freelance writer) 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 92.12.02 
New Roman Catholic Catechism attracts public attention 


Though its primary intended audience is quite limited and its style was 
described by the Catholic press service APIC as "cold and dry", the mid- 
November publication of the French version of the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church attracted considerable public attention. 


The 700-page text, product of nearly six years of drafting and consultation 
under a commission headed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, is meant in the first 
place for Catholic bishops and editors of national and specialized catechisms, 
though the introduction says it will also be "useful reading" for all other 
Christians. 


The catechism’s purpose is to present "an organic and synthetic" account of 
"essential and fundamental" Catholic doctrine on faith and morals "in the 
light of the Second Vatican Council and the whole Tradition of the Church". 
Incorporating responses to some 24 000 amendments proposed by bishops around 
the world to a 1989 draft of nearly 400 pages, the final text was approved in 
June by Pope John Paul II, who will officially launch it on 8 December. The 
document was drafted in French; official versions in other languages will 
appear in the coming months. The last similar catechism was published in 1566 
after the Council of Trent. 


The overall outline of the new catechism follows the classical presentation 
in four parts, explicating the Apostles Creed, the seven sacraments, the ten 
commandments and the Lord’s prayer. Throughout the work, short summaries of 
preceding sections are suggested for memorization and adaptation in local 
situations. 


Initial media reaction focussed on the third part of the catechism, "Life in 
Christ", which treats the ten commandments and the principles of Catholic 
morality. Some journalists suggested that this section - which addresses not 
only perennially controversial issues like homosexuality, abortion and 
suicide, but also such things as drunken driving, failure to pay taxes and the 
domestication of animals - offers in effect a new official "catalogue of 
sins". 


But a catechism, Ratzinger insisted in an interview in the French daily 
newspaper, Le Monde, is not intended to "produce new ideas". Rather, he 
stressed, what is new in the current text is its "unifying and organic vision 
of the faith". 


The 2863 paragraphs of the new catechism are replete with quotations from the 
Bible, creeds, councils (especially Vatican II), synods and pontifical 
documents. 


Among the catechism’s early critics was controversial German theologian Hans 
Kiing, who suggested that it "sets old positions of the Vatican in concrete" 
and reflects the current pope’s preference for "the centralism of the Curia" 
and a "thirst for rules". In the pluralistic world of the end of the twentieth 
century, Kiing suggested, a single catechism is not a suitable instrument for 
proclaiming the faith. 


Ratzinger, however, noted that the decision to produce the catechism came not 
from the Vatican but from the bishops themselves at their 1985 extraordinary 
synod which marked the twentieth anniversary of Vatican II. 


An explanatory dossier from the editorial commission says the catechism is not 
intended to be the only catechism, but serves as "the basis and point of 
reference" for those preparing catechisms for the faithful in their own 
country. Responses to the 1989 draft, it says, came from bishops and episcopal 
conferences all over the world. Nearly all those responding agreed that its 
publication was useful, necessary or urgent; and only about 10 per cent had 
an overall negative reaction to it. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.03 
El Salvador: Jesuit head urges pardon for "accomplices" in murder 


José Maria Toreira, head of the Jesuits in Central America, has called for 
clemency for two military officers condemned for involvement in the brutal 
1989 murder of six priests and two cooks at the Central American University 
in El Salvador. 


According to the Catholic press service APIC, Toreira described the two as 
"mere lackeys", who were being prosecuted to avoid indicting the high-ranking 
military and defense officials who actually instigated the attack. University 
vice rector Rodolfo Cardenal said "we are continuing to seek the truth, and 
we ask for clemency for those who played at most a subordinate role in this 
whole affair". 


The appeals by the Jesuit leaders came on the same day as the Catholic 
archdiocese of San Salvador reported that an international UN investigating 
team had discovered the skeletons of 104 children and five adults in a mass 
grave at El Mozote, where the army massacred a thousand civilians in 1981. 


The archdiocese says the elite Atlacatl regiment was responsible for the 
massacre, committed in the name of the struggle against the opposition FMLN. 


Thousands of persons took part in a silent march in the streets of San 
Salvador on 16 November to commemorate the third anniversary of the killings 
at the university. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.04 
British government urged to respond "generously" to ex- Yugoslav refugees 


The British government has been urged by the Roman Catholic Bishops Conference 
of England and Wales to take the lead, during the UK presidency of the 
European Community, in responding to the challenge presented by the refugees 
from the former Yugoslavia. 


The plight of 181 Bosnian refugees stranded on the border between Slovenia and 
Austria when they were refused entry to Britain illustrated "a far wider 
problem", said the bishops at the conclusion of their autumn meeting. 


They called on the British government to respond "generously" to new appeals 
for help from those countries that were taking the largest proportion of 
displaced persons; to increase its share of the refugee burden by offering 
asylum or temporary refuge to the small proportion likely to seek protection 
here; and to suspend the recent imposition of visa requirements for certain 
nationals from the former Yugoslavia. 


On other topics, the bishops endorsed the statement issued last month by the 
Church of England’s house of bishops strongly reaffirming their rejection of 
euthanasia and commending the hospice movement. A further statement is likely 
after publication of a bill to be presented to the House of Lords later this 
year allowing patients to make advance directives or "living wills". 


The tone of this statement will depend on the content of the bill, and 
particularly on whether it proposes the kind of advance directives that could 
be seen as acceptable or whether it would tip the balance towards euthanasia. 


The bishops gave an "enthusiastic welcome" to the new universal catechism, 
published in French the previous week, and said they eagerly awaited the 
English edition expected soon after Easter. 


To accompany this, they will issue guidelines which are expected to draw 
attention to the principles of the hierarchy of truths - the idea that some 
doctrines are more fundamental than others. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.05 
International ecumenical peace efforts on ex-Yugoslavia intensify 


As conflict continues in the former Yugoslavia, international ecumenical and 
other religious organizations have stepped up efforts to draw attention to the 
plight of victims of the war, provide relief aid and promote dialogue among 
religious leaders in the republics. 


With the support of the Swiss government and encouragement from international 
political figures including United Nations Secretary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, Serbian Orthodox, Croatian Catholic and Bosnian Muslim leaders met near 
Zurich (24-26 November) to appeal for peace "in the name of God’s justice and 
love and ... the dignity of both the human being and the human community”. 


Signed in the presence of Swiss President René Felber, it repeated many themes 
of the appeal by Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Pavle and Croatian Cardinal Franjo 
Kuharic at their September meeting near Geneva (EPS 92.10.26). 


These include a call for immediate negotiations, release of all prisoners of 
war, an end to the destruction of homes and cultural and religious sites, an 
end to the "ethnic cleansing" and freedom for all clergy to perform their 
duties. 


Arrangements were made through the UN for Jakub Selimoski, head of Bosnia’s 
Muslim community, to travel from Sarajevo for the meeting. He was invited to 
the September meeting but could not make travel arrangements at that time. 
Pavle headed the Serbian Orthodox delegation; the Croatian delegation was led 
by Sarajevo archbishop Vinko Puljic, replacing Cardinal Kuharic, who was ill. 


The meeting was organized by the Appeal of Conscience Foundation, a New York- 
based private organization active for 25 years in global interfaith and 
religious liberty issues. Joining the US group was Leonid Kishkovsky (Orthodox 
Church in America), a member of the WCC Executive Committee and chair of the 
Europe committee of the US National Council of Churches. 


Kishkovsky highlighted two elements of the appeal: the religious leaders’ 
pledge to distribute humanitarian assistance justly "to all victims ... 
regardless of faith or persuasion"; and their establishment of a committee to 
meet on short notice to monitor follow-through of the appeal. 


The signers called on all Catholics, Orthodox and Muslims in former Yugoslavia 
to mark a common day of prayer on 23 December "to demonstrate our complete 
solidarity with all individuals and people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well 
as all other afflicted people in former Yugoslavia". They also said, "All 
torture and massacres provoke horror and shame, but nothing provokes it more 
than the criminal and inhuman treatment of women and young girls and even 
children, and we condemn such horrors". Several church and ecumenical groups 
have urged international action in response to reports of systematic and 
brutal rape of Muslim women in Bosnia (see related item EPS 92.12.06 in this 
issue). 


A team sent by the US-based Christian humanitarian organization Mercy Corps 
International visited several former Yugoslav republics, including Kosovo and 
Macedonia, during the last two weeks in November. Accompanied by Arthur Keys 
of the NCC, they discussed the problems and prospects of providing 
humanitarian relief to the area and discussed with religious, political, UN 
and European Community officials how religious leaders in and outside the area 
might help to overcome obstacles to a negotiated settlement of the conflict. 


Reporting on the visit during a stop at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, US 
Quaker Landrum Bolling underlined the need for increasing humanitarian aid and 
for enabling the United Nations to carry out its existing mandate in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. He said continuing dialogue with and among religious leaders in 
the former Yugoslavia is vital in preparing the way for eventual negotiations 
even if such talks bear no immediate fruit. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.06 
Forum protests assaults against Muslim women in Bosnia 


The presidium of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women has 
expressed consternation over wholesale assaults against Muslim women in 
Bosnian camps and demanded measures to halt it. 


In a 16 November letter to the World Council of Churches, Conference of 
European Churches and the Council of European (Roman Catholic) Bishops 
Conferences, EFECW presidents Reetta Leskinen (Finland), Maria-José Arana 
(Spain) and Elisabeth Raiser (Germany) call on these organizations to do all 
in their power to bring these human rights violations to an end. 


The EFECW presidents say the credibility of the joint declaration (23 
September, EPS 92.10.26) in which Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Pavle and 
Croatian Roman Catholic Cardinal Franjo Kuharic strongly condemned the war in 
the former Yugoslavia and war crimes committed by all parties is at stake if 
church leaders do not use their spiritual authority to terminate "this cynical 
and horrible violation of the human rights and the human value of women". 


The letter cites recent press reports that Muslim women are often raped until 


they become pregnant. As a result, they will suffer lifelong physical and 
Spiritual damage and lose the respect of their own community. 


An accompanying press statement expresses EFECW support for an initiative by 
Croatian women’s groups at the European Parliament and the United Nations to 
consider these assaults as war crimes under the Geneva conventions. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.07 
USA: church leaders against commercialization of Christmas 


Twenty-four church leaders from across the United States issued a statement 
(25 November), criticising the excessive commercialization of Christmas. 


In the statement titled "Celebrate Christmas, Not Commercialism", the church 
leaders said they are "deeply concerned" at seeing the spirit of Christmas 
being "reduced to a carnival of mass marketing". 


"Consumption has taken on an almost religious quality; malls have become the 
new shrines of worship. Massive and alluring advertising crusades have waged 
war on the essential meaning of the spiritual life, fostering the belief that 
the marketplace can fulfil our highest aspirations", the statement said. 


The leaders regretted that many people have difficulty separating Christmas 
from commerce. "Good will towards all", the statement continued, “concern for 
our communities, and love for our families are goals that come from the heart. 
They cannot be purchased hastily in department stores. And yet, many (with 
earnest intentions), prodded by advertising campaigns that now begin as early 
as Labour Day" (which is observed on the first Monday after the first Tuesday 
of September each year), "engage in obsessive spending as a way to fill the 
spiritual vacuum left by an over-consumptive society. In the end, the delirium 
of commercial Christmas devours some, leaves others in ruinous debt, and 
punishes the poor for whom the joy of Christmas always seems a dollar away". 


The church leaders urged all people of faith "to speak out against the over- 
commercialization of Christmas" in the media and in the malls. "We have 
actually witnessed church choirs performing at malls in ‘celebration’ of the 
season. We need to inform the advertisers and the stores of our abiding 
concern", they said. 


Among those who signed the statement is Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary 
of the (US) National Council of Churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.08 
Vatican: Pope criticises human rights abuses in Malawi 


Pope John Paul II has said the church in Malawi intends to go on speaking out 
on social issues and defending the whole range of human rights, says a report 
appearing in the Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet of 21 November. Accepting 
credentials from new Malawi ambassador to the Vatican, Ronald Nkomba, the Pope 
spoke about democratic reforms by quoting from the teachings of Vatican II. 
He said all citizens have a right to help determine the form of their 
government and to elect the government, and that legal structures should 
guarantee participation without discrimination. Nkomba defended "President 
for Life" Kamuzu Banda, saying Banda’s 30-year rule has created a stable 
atmosphere conducive to freedom of worship, said the report. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.09 
Kenya: churches to pray for free, fair elections 


The churches in Kenya have scheduled 6 and 27 December as national days of 
prayer for free and fair multi-party elections. The ruling KANU party of 
President Daniel arap Moi announced 3 December 1991 (EPS 91.12.77) that it 
would end its 10-year monopoly on Kenyan politics by allowing the formation 
of other political parties. Last month, the National Electoral Commission 
announced the postponement of the first multi-party elections from 7 to 29 
December this year, a move that has been criticised by the opposition parties. 
In a statement issued (23 November) in Nairobi, the Bureau of Electoral 
Education, Research and Monitoring, a church-sponsored body, said the churches 
will hold prayers for calm during the elections. [EPS] 


ERS) 9245000 
Russia: Kremlin cathedrals returned to church 


The Russian government has returned the Kremlin cathedrals to the Russian 
Orthodox Church (ROC) after 75 years, reports the US-based Episcopal News 
Service of 18 November. St Basil’s Cathedral in Red Square, just outside the 
gates of the Kremlin and near Lenin’s tomb, has also been given back. Said 
Patriarch Alexy II, head of the ROC: "It is with a special feeling that we 
perform services in the Kremlin cathedrals where our ancestors prayed. For 
believers, these are holy places, but for all of us they are also historic 
monuments of the motherland". [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.11 
Angola: Lutheran project worker killed 


A Lutheran World Federation project coordinator in Angola has been killed by 
unidentified gunmen, according to a situation report from the LWF of 20 
November. Alfredo Sahihembo was collected by gunmen from his home in Viana 
(outside Luanda) along with his wife and two children (2 November). The family 
was later released. Municipality officials in Viana have confirmed that 
Sahihembo has been assassinated, the situation report said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.12 
Vatican admits Galileo was right, after 350 years 


In 1633 the Roman Catholic Church condemned astronomer and physicist Galileo 
as a heretic for contending that the earth was round and orbited the sun. 
According to a report in the Episcopal Press Service of 18 November, Pope John 
Paul II is now ready to admit the church erred and was "imprudently opposed". 
After undergoing trial by the Inquisition in Rome and threatened with torture, 
Galileo recanted and was placed under house arrest for eight years until his 
death in 1642 at the age of 77. [EPS] 


| EPS 92.12.13 
British Methodists hail Church of England vote on women 


The British Methodist Church has welcomed the 11 November vote by the Church 
of England general synod to ordain women, writes Moira Sleight. A message to 
Archbishop George Carey said British Methodists "rejoice" at the Church of 
England’s decision, but noted the pain caused to some by the decision. [EPS} 
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EPS 92.12.14 
Christian tribespeople forced to build rail in Burma? 


New Zealand-based Challenge Weekly reports in its 12 November issue that 
hundreds of Christian tribespeople in Myanmar (formerly Burma) are reportedly 
being used as slave labour to build a railway in the country’s northeast. The 
report said that according to diplomatic sources in the country’s capital 
Yangon (formerly Rangoon), the tribespeople are being held in squalid camps 
and at least one death from malnutrition and disease is registered daily. The 
report added that the tribespeople have been forced to join teams of 
labourers, among them convicts in chaingangs, in laying a 150-kilometre rail 
link from Loikaw north to the town of Aung Ban. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.15 
Australia: creation of wealth major challenge, church leader 


An Australian Anglican church leader has said the creation of wealth is a 
major challenge facing Australia, says a press release from the Anglican 
Church of Australia. Archbishop Peter Hollingworth said (5 November) that 
Australia needs to give higher priority to education and technology in 
developing a creative "brain-based" national economy. This, he said, will 
generate wealth for the benefit of all. Hollingworth, who was recently 
appointed chairperson of the national Anglican Social Responsibilities 
Commission, also stressed the need for a broader sense of what wealth is 
about. "Our material wealth is only part of the overall well-being of our 
family, community and public life ...". [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.16 
Church leaders hail British government pledge not to cut overseas aid 


Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey and Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of 
Westminster, warmly welcomed the British government’s decision announced (12 
November) that overseas aid will not be cut back but will be slightly 
increased in real terms in the coming year. "In circumstances of recession and 
financial stringency, this courageous decision deserves respect", they said. 
"It is extremely important that our country’s commitment to the world’s 
poorest peoples is maintained". In October (EPS 92.10.64), several Christian 
aid and relief agencies denounced the British government plans to decrease 
overseas aid by 15 percent. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.17 
Christianity rooted in Judaism, says Polish church leader 


Christianity is rooted in Judaism, "which we in Poland need to know much 
better", Cardinal Jozef Glemp, primate of Poland, said in London end October, 
according to a report appearing in the Roman Catholic weekly The Tablet of 7 
November. Glemp acknowledged that Poles in the course of their history had 
entertained certain unfavourable attitudes to Jews, but there was no place for 
such attitudes in the new Europe of today. Anti-Semitism was contrary to 
Christian and moral law, the primate declared. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.18 
Tanzania: Lutheran church elects new leader 


The extraordinary session of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania 
meeting (12-13 November) unanimously elected Samson Mushemba as acting 
presiding bishop, with immediate effect. Mushemba, who replaces the late 
Sebastian Kolowa who died 26 October (EPS 92.11.21), will serve until the 
church’s general assembly scheduled for July 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.19 
US survey: most Americans believe God guides their daily decisions 


A recent Gallup survey has found that the great majority of Americans (78 per 
cent of men, 86 per cent of women, 85 per cent of Protestants and 93 per cent 
of Evangelicals) believe that divine guidance influences their daily 
decisions. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.20 
Zimbabwe: African Anglicans worried about future foreign aid 


Representatives of 11 Anglican churches in Africa have expressed concern that 
"the needs of Africa are in danger of being neglected in favour of the needs 
of Eastern Europe, and that the needs of Africa are becoming increasingly 
urgent", reports the US-based Episcopal News Service of 29 October. The report 
said some participants at the Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa, meeting 
in Harare/Zimbabwe, also observed that donors were linking aid to observance 
of human rights, political pluralism and accountability. "The churches must 
bravely encourage the participation of the people in government and in 
economic policy making", said Canon David Odanga of Uganda. "They must come 
out openly to challenge bad policies which may be hindering development, for 
example, one-party systems, corruption and diverting aid money to foreign 
banks", the report said. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.21 
France: WCC meeting discusses local churches’ role in mission 


Invited by the World Council of Churches’ Programme Unit on Life, Education 
and Mission, 30 representatives of local congregations from the "Latin Europe" 
(Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and the French-speaking part of 
Switzerland) met in Séte/France (21-25 October), for an exchange of 
experiences and common reflection on mission in those countries. The meeting 
was the third in a series of sub-regional gatherings for congregational groups 
on mission in Europe. The participants analysed aspects of the present social 
and spiritual situation in their countries in order to identify challenges for 
Christian witness and service. The meeting also discussed the plight of 
immigrants, how to co-exist with Muslims, efforts in local ecumenism and the 
involvement of women and youth in the process of renewal of local Christian 
communities in mission. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.22 
Cuban situation catastrophic, says church leader 


Rita Olivia Valdes of the Ecumenical Council of Cuba says the situation in her 
country has become "catastrophic". The German Protestant press service EPD 
reports that Valdes, who is visiting church agencies in Germany, told 
journalists in Stuttgart that milk is now available only for children under 
seven, there is no fuel for private use, teams of oxen are used in the fields 
instead of tractors and electricity is shut off several times a day. Valdes 
said Cubans have adjusted to surviving on little, but she added, in a 
reference to the recently tightened thirty-year-old US trade embargo, that the 
US is causing people to go hungry in order to try to change Cuba. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.23 
USA: Christian World Communions meeting discusses ecumenism 


The annual meeting of secretaries of Christian World Communions took place in 
Washington, D.C./USA (20-22 October), according to a 4-November press release 
from the Adventist Press Service. The conference brings together international 
representatives of various Christian confessional families to share 
information on the developments in the various churches and in the ecumenical 
movement. The WCC was represented by Todor Sabev, deputy general secretary, 
and Giinther Gassmann, a staff member in the ecumenical body’s Programme Unit 
on Unity and Renewal. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.24 
Pakistan: Christian sentenced to die for blaspheming Mohammed 


The US-based News Network International reports that Gul Masih, 42, a 
Christian prisoner who has been in jail since last December following an 
altercation with a Muslim neighbour, was sentenced to death (2 November) for 
blasphemy against the prophet Mohammed. [EPS] 
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Ecutext: The Blantyre Covenant 


This is the text of the “Blantyre Covenant" signed by 44 participants from 10 
African countries who came together for a worship workshop organized by the 
Association of Christian Lay Centres in Africa (Blantyre/Malawi, 9-19 
November. 


We, an ecumenical group of Africans and ecumenical partners, gathered from 
various parts of the continent - from Uganda, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Sierra Leone, and Cameroon - have 
deliberated together for a workshop on the theme "The Worshipping Church in 
Africa", under the sponsorship of the Association of Christian Lay Centres in 
Africa (ACLCA). We have met to examine our worship lives as Africans within 
our churches, to identify obstacles preventing the cultural contextualization 
of Christianity in our churches, and to devise a practical plan for 
encouraging liturgical renewal. After deliberating together, singing, 
praying, and worshipping together, we have arrived at the point where we 
pledge our commitment to a covenant named after the city in Malawi in which 
we convened ... 


We are aware that contextualizing Christianity for the African churches, by 
using our traditional modes of expression to reflect the African religious 
worldview, is a crucial means of helping us regain our African identity, and 
thereby affirm that God created us in the divine image long before the coming 
of western missionaries. We understand that Christianity, in its biblical 
representation, is significantly African, and that under the western 
missionaries we were led to believe that our religious traditions of drumming, 
dancing, and worshipping intensely were heathenistic and that we worshipped 
gods and ancestors rather than the one Creator. We also recognize that we 
adopted the European world view (sic!) which divides the religious from the 
secular, the sacred from the profane, and that we thus excluded our social, 
political, and economic concerns from the church’s agenda; so that our 
worship has generally neglected to respond to the daily needs of our people, 
including the cries and aspirations of women, youth, and the poor for justice. 
We see the need for the renewal of our liturgical language, symbols, and 
images that are foreign, in order that we may see ourselves as Africans 
reflected in God as God’s created people. 


We recognize the artistic beauty and the theological and theoretical validity 
of our music and art, and the place these creative entities, derived from 
situational worship, deserve in our liturgies; that newly created hymns, even 
favourite western hymns, can be set to African melodies that have been adapted 
in order to capture the rhythm, pitch, and stresses of African languages. We 
recognize the need to encourage and nurture the composition of African music, 
art, and other liturgical creations that can fulfil our need for a renewed 
PAUULGY < ae se 


We realize that it will take decades, and probably generations, to make 
recognizable progress toward liturgical renewal in our churches, given the 
fact that Africans were systematically steered away from nurturing our own 
cultural identities for centuries under colonial rule. We are also aware of 
many of the obstacles that would impede any efforts toward liturgical renewal; 
that education in western schools and curriculums often results in acceptance 
of European values; that we often have grown attached to western music, 
liturgies, and art through their popularity and dominance; that there is a 
general conservatism in African churches which distrusts Africanisation and 
liturgical renewal; that there is often an otherworldly emphasis in our 
churches which prevents us from making Christianity relevant to the specific 
social, political, and economic problems of the day, including the problems 
surrounding gender, ethnicity, and class. 


Having arrived at this point of awareness, we, the undersigned, pledge to help 
our churches evolve to the point where we can worship God naturally and 
meaningfully, according to African traditions; to use the Lay Training 
Centres, theological schools, universities, churches, and other educational 
institutions in Africa as locations where we, in our various positions of 
influence, can develop curriculums and offer workshops that help us reach our 
objectives; and we commit ourselves to encourage the liturgical renewal 
within the worship lives of our local congregations. We affirm our commitment 
to the universal church and offer our contribution to liturgical renewal for 
the enrichment of worship worldwide, in the name of the triune God. [EPS] 
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Ecuview: Popular Religion and Women’s Liberation (ofeiia ortega) 


This item first appeared in the WCC publication, ECHOES. It has been adapted 
from the LIFE AND PEACE REVIEW, a publication of the Swedish-based Life and 
Peace Institute. Ortega is on the staff of the WCC’s Programme Unit on Unity 
and Renewal. 


Because of the Reformed tradition in which I grew up, it has been difficult 
for me as a pastor to enter into the life and culture of my people in Cuba. 
I think that applies to other Christian traditions as well (including Cuban 
Roman Catholicism). 


As Caribbean theologian Idrish Hamid says: The main theological emphasis in 
the Caribbean has been "imposed by one side and imitated by the other. God 
is a foreign god. The theology is Western theology, the form of government and 
the disciplinary laws are imported products. God is a god foreign to our 
people. "In the religious imagination of our people he is a foreigner. Even 
the categories of our religious experiences are imports which do not reflect 
our native cultural experiences. We experience God as an outsider." 


Nonetheless, it is interesting to see how the people have, little by little, 
created, recreated, and recovered the religious symbolism from which they draw 
help and support in developing the "culture of resistance” which enables them 
to survive in situations of oppression and marginalization. A few years ago 
I was invited to a baptism in Virgin of Regla parish, in a poor area of 
Havana. Regla is a black and mestizo district where the main religion of the 
people is a superstitious devotion to the saints. The chapel was full. The 
face of the Black Virgin could be seen, adorned and embellished by the people. 
Families filled the pews, one family to each pew - boys and girls, parents, 
aunts and uncles, brothers and sisters, grandparents. Before my astonished 
eyes I saw what we would call a "family baptism". The whole family was 
consecrating itself, but to what? The Virgin? The church? The saints? It 
was difficult to tell, but it was a communal, tribal ceremony such as I had 
never seen in our Reformed churches. 


Did the priest understand what was happening there? Was he aware of the 
worship of that black, mestiza Virgin among the people? What relation is 
there between that Mary and the Mary brought to us by the missionaries and 
conquistadors? Christopher Columbus carried images of Jesus and Mary on his 
banners. He named the second island he discovered Conception, and on his 
second voyage he erected the first church to be built in the Americas, on the 
island of Santo Domingo, consecrating it to Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary. 
Hernan Cortés also wore on his chest a gold chain with the image of the Virgin 
Mary with her beautiful son in her arms. 


But the Mary of the gospels was transformed into "Maria Conquistadora" (Mary 
the Conqueror) by the colonizers. As Antonio Gonzales Dorado points out: "The 
name is highly significant, because it demonstrated that the Virgin was 
qualitatively an integral part of the Spanish enterprise in the newly 
discovered territories - an enterprise of conquest, in the mediaeval Spanish 
tradition of the reconquest, which the missionaries tried to soften by calling 
it a spiritual conquest." 


The Mary of the people is not the Mary of the conquerors, but the Mary who is 
free and who sets others free. The "religious oppression" brought by the 
colonization and the conquest found symbolic areas of freedom closely linked 
to the apparitions of Mary, who took a different name in each one of the 
instances of revelation adopted by different peoples in our region. The 
"Virgen de la Caridad" in Cuba is one such vision. In the midst of the ocean, 
the figures of the outcast black, the poor Spaniard and the hybrid mestizo (a 
trio representing the marginal cultures) are united in a single cultural 
identity. 


The Virgin of Guadeloupe who appeared to Juan Diego in Mexico represents a 
whole cultural and religious symbolism regained by the people for the people. 
And it was to be an Indian, the symbol of the new Amerindian situation, who 
had the privilege to witness the appearances of the Virgin of Guadeloupe on 
the hill at Tepeyac, a place of worship in pre-Hispanic times and the starting 
point of the Christian faith in the mestizo world of Latin America. Juan Diego 
is a symbol of the poor and oppressed refusing to be destroyed by a dominant 
group. [over] 


women’s liberation/2 


Music and flowers are an essential part of this vision. The Virgin appeared 
on the sacred hill of Tepeyec (one of the four places of sacrifice in Central 
America, the sanctuary of Tonantzin, the Indian virgin mother of the gods). 
Her garment was light red, the colour of the blood shed in the sacrifices, the 
colour of Huitzilpochtli - the god who gives and preserves life. 


The blood of the Indians had been shed on Mexican soil and had fertilized 
mother earth and once again red appeared, the colour of the east - the 
direction from which the sun rises victorious after dying during the night. 
The predominant colour in the vision of the virgin is the blue-grey of the 
cloak, which is the real colour of the gods of the native people. It was also 
the colour of Ometéotl, the origin of all natural forces. 


One of the prophecies made by native prophets and wise men was the appearance 
of stars on the cloak, ten years after the conquest, announcing the end of 
their civilization. Now the stars on the Virgin’s cloak announced the 
beginning of a new age. The Virgin came of herself; she was not brought by 
the Spaniards. She came supported by heavenly creatures representing the 
beginning of a new age. And round her waist she also wore the black girdle of 
motherhood. She has a son and she offers him to the new world. 


But at the same time, she asks that a temple be built. For the Indians, the 
destruction of their temples was the end of their civilization. The request 
for the building of a temple indicated the search for a new way of life. One 
civilization was drawing to a close, but another was emerging from mother 
earth, bringing blessing to the people. Popular religion can be alienating 
when it is used to justify and maintain the status quo, but it can be 
liberating when it is a source of unity and strength in the struggle for 
dignity. Among the poor of the earth, history is preserved and kept alive in 
the collective memory of the people, in songs, dances, poetry, art, and 
legend. All these are fundamental elements in popular religiosity. 


For those who have power, history is something written down, but for those who 
have no power it is a living thing because their collective memory keeps on 
telling them that things are not as they should be. The powerful cannot 
destroy that memory because they don’t understand it. In contrast to 
institutional religion, this devoutness is the people’s area of freedom, 
cultural code which helps perpetuate a people’s memory. 


Juan Diego’s vision reminds us of the words of Pope Paul VI in Marialis 
Cultus: "Mary was far from being a timidly submissive woman. ... On the 
contrary, she was a woman who did not hesitate to proclaim that God vindicates 
the humble and the oppressed, and removes the powerful people of this world 
from their privileged positions. ... Mary does not disillusion the profound 
expectations of the men and women of our time but offers them the perfect 
model of the disciple ... who works for that justice which sets free the 
oppressed." 


We know that Christianity was transmitted to America closely bound up with a 
European cultural heritage. So it was in a context of political and cultural 
violence that the Amerindian population came to know the message. When we 
speak of the oppressive elements which the church helped to introduce in the 
colonial process, we have to remember that its institutional, ritual, and 
theological forms cannot be detached from the cultural patterns of the age in 
which this process took place. 


Through its educational work, the church helped impose patterns of 
socialization and moral guidelines which did not help people better understand 
the heart of the Christian message, nor show them more clearly the liberation 
which the gospel announces for all peoples and all individuals. As a group of 
theologians and pastoral workers said in commenting on material prepared for 
the October 1992 meeting of the Roman Catholic bishops of Latin America: 
"Male domination was reinforced by the power structure of the church and a 
profoundly patriarchal theology which set no value on the equality of God’s 
children. We have to revise our traditional concepts of the role of women in 
society and envisage its organization in terms of the basic equality of the 
people of God. "The proclamation of the gospel to the poor and oppressed must 
constantly be open to hearing women’s cry for emancipation.” 


..- The discernment and insight of the poor women of the colonial period were 
also part of the thinking of those first leaders in the struggle for women’s 
liberation, who bore witness that the Christian message did not contradict 
their aspiration to liberation. [EPS] 
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The London-based World Association for Christian Communication invites 
applications from qualified persons for posts of Evaluation Officer and 
Studies Coordinator. Further details for the two posts, which are tenable in 
London, may be obtained from The General Secretary, WACC, 357 Kennington Lane, 
London SE11 5QY. Closing date: 31 January 1993. 


At their meeting in Geneva/Switzerland, early December, the officers of the 
World Council of Churches - Central Committee moderator, two vice moderators 
and the general secretary- appointed Joan H. Geuss (Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America) as Finance Officer in the Programme Unit IV - Sharing and 
Service. 


Available from The Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, Inter-Church 
House, 35-41 Lower Marsh, London SE1l 7RL is a Directory of Women’s 
Organizations and Groups in Churches and Ecumenical Bodies in Britain and 
mreland © Pari.ceswmed 795 


The next issue of EPS is due on 7 January. 


EPS staff wish all our readers a very happy Christmas, and peace and 
prosperity in 1993. 
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Philippines: WCC book launched to mark World Aids Day 


The first day of December has been designated World Aids Day by the World 
Health Organization. To mark the day, the Programme Unit on Health of the 
National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) hosted a meeting of 
doctors, nurses, health educators and pastoral counsellors in Manila. The 
highlight of the meeting was the launching of a book titled "AIDS: Sharing the 
Challenge - a resource manual for the Asia/Pacific region". 


Published by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the book is a 
compilation of the proceedings of the "Asia/Pacific Consultation on AIDS and 
the Church as a Healing Community" held in Bangkok/Thailand, 11-19 November 
1991, (EPS 91.12.59) 


A chapter in the book - "The World Council of Churches and Aids"- contains a 
quotation from a keynote address by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro at the 
first international WCC consultation on AIDS in 1986. In that address, Castro 
challenged the view of the disease as divine punishment, stating that "God who 
loves all human beings, cares for the well-being and health of each of his 
children, and does not inflict diseases as a punishment". 


A message from the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, co-sponsors of 
the 1 December meeting, to Erlinda Senturias, executive secretary for health 
and healing, who is also responsible for AIDS education in the WCC’s Programme 
Unit on Life, Education and Mission, said that in the Philippines there are 
currently 274 officially-reported cases - 118 men and 156 women - with HIV, 
the virus that causes AIDS. Eighty others have full-blown AIDS. 


Senturias, a Filipina, hailed the launching of the book as "very timely and 
handy" and hoped that the publication would enable the churches to be more 
capable of caring in a world that finds it far easier to condemn. 


She recalled her visit to Mengo-Kisenyi in Kampala/Uganda and the Kagera 
region of Tanzania where she found that families were losing their most 
productive members - both men and women in the prime of their lives. She 
challenged the people in the Philippines not to "postpone our actions to face 
the challenge of AIDS until whole families and villages are dying out", adding 
"the time to prepare our constituencies for positive action is now". 


Meanwhile, a press release issued by WHO in Geneva to coincide with World Aids 
Day says the world needs to spend at least 20 times more on the global fight 
against AIDS in the developing countries in order to have any real hope of 
slowing the Spread of the epidemic. The press release said that global 
spending on the prevention of AIDS is dangerously inadequate and is allowing 
the virus that causes AIDS to spread virtually unchecked in many parts of the 
world. 


It said figures released by the WHO Global Programme on AIDS show that around 
120 million US dollars was spent in developing countries on AIDS prevention 
last year. Conservative estimates by WHO of how much is needed to make a 
difference to the epidemic show that this amount should be at least 2500 
million US dollars. 


Globally, said the release, the amount needed for truly effective AIDS 
prevention campaigns is small. Added the release: "Money is available. A three 
per cent reduction in military spending world-wide would yield savings of 
around 200 billion dollars a year - 80 times more than is needed for an 
effective AIDS prevention programme". 


The WHO said that although AIDS prevention costs money, AIDS itself carries 
enormous personal and social costs. Unlike other major killer diseases, which 
strike primarily the young and the elderly, AIDS takes its toll mainly on men 
and women in the prime of life, disrupting families and communities in the 
process. An estimated 10 million children will have become orphans because of 
AIDS over the next eight years. 


"In addition to the human suffering caused by AIDS there is an important 
economic dimension to the disease", said the release. "In rural areas, the 
agricultural sector is often most likely to be affected, especially where 
labour input is intensive ... ", the release said. [EPS] 
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Church of England "uniate" church not likely (robert Nnowe11”) 


There seems to be little enthusiasm among members of the Church of England 
opposed to women priests for the idea put forward by the former Bishop of 
London, Graham Leonard, of an Anglican Uniate personal prelature as a way of 
accommodating English Anglicans unhappy with the general synod’s decision to 
allow the ordination of women to the priesthood (EPS 92.12.01). 


The Church of England’s general synod voted - achieving by a slender margin 
the necessary two-thirds majority - to ordain women to the priesthood, 11 
November (EPS 92.11.28). Before the first women priests can be ordained, the 
measure has to be approved by the British parliament and given the royal 
assent. 


Leonard has denied a report in the current issue of the Catholic Herald that 
he is planning to visit Rome with a small group of fellow traditionalists to 
discuss the personal prelature idea with Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of 
the Doctrinal Congregation. "It’s a total mystery", he said. "I have no 
plans to visit Rome at all." 


Meanwhile, two of the 13 bishops who voted against the measure to allow women 
priests have described his idea as a non-starter, while others who have been 
prepared to talk to the press have not seemed enthusiastic. 


In a. joint statement, 12 of the 13 have urged the House of Bishops - which 
meets (11-14 January) to work out an agreed pastoral policy - to make adequate 
provision for members of the Church of England who are considering what 


options are open to them. The 12 said that it was difficult to see how the 
legislation - which allows dioceses and parishes to become no-go areas for 
women priests - could be made to work effectively. 


At another meeting in January - at Cheltenham, 20-22 January - groups within 
the Church of England opposed to women priests, representing both the extreme 
Catholic and the extreme Evangelical wings, will be trying to co-ordinate 
their strategy. 


Meanwhile, the veteran ecumenist who was Catholic co-secretary of Anglican- 
Roman Catholic International Commission I (ARCIC-I) has indicated that there 
was a lack of consultation between different departments of the Roman Curia 
when Anglican-rite parishes in communion with Rome were set up in the United 
States following the decision of the Episcopal Church there to ordain women 
priests. 


"When American Anglicans were reconciled to the Holy See after the Episcopal 
Church’s decision to ordain women priests, the other departments [of the 
Vatican] were not much consulted", wrote Canon William Purdy ina letter to 
the Daily Telegraph. "Certainly not much attention was paid to what ARCIC 
had achieved since it had begun work in 1966." 


Nor did he and other Catholic members of ARCIC feel there had been sufficient 
Anglican-Catholic dialogue over the ordination of women. "It sometimes 
seemed that one half of the Vatican and, more obviously, part of the Church 
of England took little notice of what its other half was doing", said Canon 
Purdy. 


No exodus of clergy from the Church of England can be expected until the 
legislation to allow the ordination of women comes into effect - at the 
earliest in November 1993 and quite probably not until July 1994. That is 
because it is only then that financial compensation becomes available for 
those who leave the ministry because they cannot remain in a church with women 
priests - and this compensation remains available for up to ten years from the 
legislation coming into effect. 


Observers recall the fuss within the Church of England over the setting up of 
the Church of South India, involving an amalgamation, on the basis of the 
mutual recognition of ministries, of Anglican dioceses with an episcopally 
ordained ministry with Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Methodists and 
others who lacked episcopal orders. Many clergy threatened to leave, but in 
the event only two did so. [EPS] 
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US religious leaders support intervention in Somalia, Bosnia (rracy zarly’) 


A broad coalition of US Christian, Jewish and Muslim leaders have voiced 
support for US government intervention to end violence in Bosnia and Somalia, 
and to ensure distribution of relief supplies to those in need. 


The United States should act with other countries where possible, but "alone 
where necessary", to bring "an immediate and lasting end to the violence", the 
religious leaders said. 


"America is not policeman to the world, but the mass murder of innocents is 
unacceptable", said "A Joint Resolution of the American People" released at 
a 1 December press conference in New York. "We cannot sit idly by as the 
cruelty and the killing persist." 


The religious leaders also called for Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
congregations across the country to observe 4-6 December as a "Sabbath of 
Prayer and Petition" for Bosnia and Somalia. Endorsers of the resolution 
included Archbishop William H. Keeler, president of the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops; Rabbi Jerome Davidson, president of the Synagogue 
Council of America; Dawud Assad, president of the National Council of 
Mosques, and Joan Brown Campbell, general secretary of the National Council 
of Churches. 


At the press conference, the NCC was represented by Leonid Kishkovsky, a 
priest of the Orthodox Church in America who is immediate past president of 
the NCC and currently chairs its Europe Committee. 


He had just returned from a conference the week before that brought together 
Roman Catholic, Serbian Orthodox and Muslim leaders of the former Yugoslav 
area to make a joint appeal for peace, meeting under auspices of a US 
interfaith agency, the Appeal of Conscience Foundation. 


Some Serbs, Kishkovsky observed on the basis of that and other contacts, are 
violent and should be "marginalized and brought under control", but others are 
devoted to peace and need to have their role enhanced by outside forces. 


Leonard Fein, a Jewish writer and social activist from Boston, initiated the 
proposal for a joint resolution and special sabbath, and enlisted support from 
the endorsing groups. At the press conference, he and other Jewish 
participants said they were motivated both by their faith and by memories of 
past occasions, especially the Nazi Holocaust, when Jews were victims of 
racial violence. 


Speakers at the press conference, held two days before the United Nations 
authorized military intervention in Somalia, were guarded in their comments 
about the implied US military role. But they indicated that they favoured 
the use of whatever force might be required to save people from dying. 


In one section with potentially far-reaching implications, the resolution 
called on President George Bush to implement "effective measures to ensure 
that those areas of the former Yugoslavia that have thus far been spared the 
horrors that have devastated so much of Bosnia not become new arenas of 
tragedy". Bush had indicated a willingness to put US troops in Somalia for 
protection of relief efforts, but reluctance to get involved militarily in the 
Balkans. 


The interreligious coalition called for the United States to admit an 
additional 25 000 refugees from the former Yugoslavia. But to counter 
"ethnic cleansing", Fein said, attempts should be made to establish "safe 
havens" in the area, and guarantee all refugees the right to return to their 
homes. [EPS] 


(Tracy Early is a New York-based freelance writer) 


EPS 92.12.30 
Kirton appointed to head Methodist mission training centre 


Allan Kirton, formerly general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches, has been appointed director of the United Methodist mission training 
centre in Atlanta, Georgia/USA. [EPS] 
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Chilean community in Geneva pays tribute to Castro of WCC 


A special farewell to Emilio Castro in the Ecumenical Centre on 3 December was 
the occasion for Geneva’s Chilean community to express its gratitude to the 
wcc and its outgoing general secretary for their support to Chilean democracy 
and human rights over the years. 


Presenting Castro with a painting by the well-known Chilean exiled artist José 
Venturelli, Association president Cecilia Jauregui reminded the gathering how 
in 1979 the Council had offered sanctuary to Chilean refugees to lead a hunger 
strike in protest against the wave of human rights violations and 
"disappearances" under the military dictatorship of General Augusto Pinochet. 


Francisco Vendrell, a Chilean Protestant pastor living in Geneva, said Castro 
had encouraged Protestant churches in Latin America to come together, and 
praised his efforts to bring the region’s "new churches" closer to the 
ecumenical movement. 


Responding to the tributes, Castro said that the 1973 coup d’état in Chile 
had meant the end of the dream of democracy in Latin America. Recalling the 
many years of hope and frustration that followed, Castro in turn paid tribute 
to the work of former director of the WCC Human Rights Office for Latin 
America Charles Harper, and concluded with the thought that "Divided Latin 
America doesn’t count for much, but together there is a future for us." 
Interwoven with the speeches were traditional musical offerings by Chilean 
musicians. 


A week before the ceremony, another event confirmed that Chile may really be 
on the road to democracy. By closing its doors on 27 November after 18 years 
of work on behalf of the victims of human rights abuses, the Catholic Church’s 
Solidarity Vicariate indicated that its presence is now no longer needed. 


Writing to the Vicariate on 4 December, Castro paid homage to the memory of 
the victims of injustice and those who sacrificed their lives to restore 
democratic order and the rule of law in Chile. 


Highlighting the Vicariate’s leadership role in encouraging churches to 
cooperate in defence of human rights, Castro stressed the initiative and 
courage of the Archdiocese of Santiago and the "many thousands of volunteers 
who with dedication, competence and courage humbly sought the truth, acted for 
justice and demonstrated solidarity to Chileans and non-Chileans in their 
midst". 


"The prayers of the international ecumenical community are with you and the 
people and government of Chile as together you attempt to realize the 
aspirations to which you have been committed - those of the poor, those who 
thirst for justice and are artisans of peace", Castro concluded. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.32 
Brazil: ecumenical body discusses crisis in ethical values 


An ecumenical thanksgiving service highlighted November celebrations in Sao 
Paulo/Brazil of the tenth anniversary of CONIC, the National Council of 
Christian Churches in Brazil (see related item in this issue EPS 92.12.55). 
CONIC’s seven member churches - Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Reformed, Anglican and Syrian Catholic - also released a 
document on the crisis in ethical values. The statement said neo-liberalism 
should not be considered the only possible model of development and underlined 
the importance of education and the participation of popular movements if a 
truly Christian ethic is to take hold in the country. CONIC president Aloisio 
Siésio Bohn, Roman Catholic bishop of Santa Cruz do Sul, emphasized the 
importance of contacts among ecumenical bodies in Brazil, noting in particular 
the "excellent tradition of collaboration" with the Latin American Council of 
Churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 89.20.35 
Castro of WCC awarded Orthodox Patriarchal Cross 


Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomeos awarded a Patriarchal Cross to outgoing WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro when Castro visited Istanbul on 1 December. 
The patriarch, "first among equals" of the primates of the Eastern Orthodox 
churches, said the award recognized Castro’s service to the World Council of 
Churches and his "commitment to the ecumenical movement and respect and 
affection to the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the whole Orthodox church". 


As WCC mission and evangelism director (1973-83) and general secretary (1985- 
92), Castro "deployed untiring efforts to convey as clearly as possible the 
message that the unity of the church could not be achieved unless Christians 
all over the oikoumene gave common witness of their faith", Bartholomeos said. 


He expressed particular appreciation for Castro’s "determination to involve 
the Orthodox churches as fully as possible in all aspects of the WCC’s work" 
and his efforts "to enable the Orthodox to play a key role in the Council". 
The patriarch attributed increased Orthodox presence at the Canberra Assembly 
(in Australia, 7-20 February 1991) and in WCC commissions and working groups 
to Castro’s "personal intervention". Bartholomeos was a member of the WCC 
Executive Committee until his election as patriarch in November 1991. 


Also visiting Istanbul was a Roman Catholic delegation headed by Cardinal 
Edward Cassidy, who brought greetings from Pope John Paul II on the feast of 
St Andrew (30 November), traditionally recognized as founder of the church in 
Byzantium (later Constantinople). Both Cassidy and the patriarch underlined 
the importance of resuming as soon as possible the dialogue between the two 
churches, interrupted by controversies over Roman Catholic activity in Eastern 
and Central Europe and the issue of Greek Catholic (uniate) churches. 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate has also reacted to the decision of the Church of 
England general synod to allow ordination of women to the priesthood (EPS 
92.11.28, 12.01). The statement acknowledges that the issue is one of the 
canonical discipline of the Church of England; and it reiterates the Orthodox 
insistence that there is no distinction in the full membership of the Body of 
Christ between men and women baptized in the name of the Holy Trinity and that 
it is a sin to deny the value of a human person on the basis of his or her 
sex. 


While attesting to the wish to maintain fraternal relations with the Anglican 
Church and cooperate with it in the ecumenical movement, the statement 
nevertheless says the decision to allow ordination of women as priests will 
hinder dialogue "and lead us to impasses, especially if this dialogue aims at 
the re-establishment of the unity of the two churches in the same faith and 
the same sacraments". [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.34 
USA: breakaway Anglican Church formed 


The Missionary Diocese of the Americas, set up in opposition to liberalising 
trends in the Episcopal Church, has constituted itself as a new Church, 
reports the Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet. The Episcopal Missionary 
Church, as the new body is called, has thus severed ties with the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church of the United States of America. According to founders of the 
new Church, this formal break within the Anglican Church comes as 
Episcopalians and Anglicans the world over move against what they regard as 
the increasing liberalism and secularism of faith. The report added that the 
new leader of the new church is Bishop A. Donald Davies, formerly Bishop of 
Dallas, of Fort Worth and of the American Churches in Europe. Said Davies: "It 
has proved impossible to live with the errors of ecclesiastical liberalism, 
combined with the dramatic shift that has now occurred in England’s mother 
Church of Anglicanism". He added that the implications of the action were very 
great indeed, "but the freedom to proclaim the Gospel is essential: that 
freedom is now ours". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.35 
Castro of WCC denounces rape of women in former Yugoslavia 


Following press and other reports of rape and other human rights abuses 
against women in camps in former Yugoslavia, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro issued the following statement (3 December): 


"According to reports received from former Yugoslavia, mass rape of women is 
taking place in camps in Bosnia-Herzegovina specifically set up for this 
purpose. Rape and violence against women are always reprehensible acts, but 
in this case they are particularly abhorrent, as they are being used 
systematically to implement a policy of ‘ethnic cleansing’ which is 
intolerable to Christians and the church. 


"We denounce these war crimes against women and call for an immediate halt to 
these atrocities, freedom under conditions of security for these women and 
provision of humanitarian and medical aid to alleviate their suffering. 


"We welcome the attention given to this situation by the special session of 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights (2 December) and its resolution 
condemning ‘the systematic practice of rape’ in connection with detention in 
the territory of the former Yugoslavia. We call on the UN and the governments 
of the world to act resolutely on this matter. Welcoming efforts already being 
undertaken by churches and women’s groups to raise international awareness of 
these crimes, we appeal to the churches to mobilize their governments to act 
decisively to bring an end to this horror". 


Last month, the presidium of the Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women 
(EFECW) expressed consternation over the wholesale assaults against Muslim 
women in Bosnian camps and demanded measures to halt it (EPS 92.12.06). Ina 
16-November letter to the World Council of Churches, Conference of European 
Churches and the Council of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops’ Conference, 
EFECW presidents Reeta Leskinen (Finland), Maria-José Arana (Spain) and 
Elisabeth Raiser (Germany) called on the three organizations to do all in 
their power to bring the human rights violations to an end. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.36 
Middle East church body hails Menchu, Nobel Peace Prize winner 


Middle East Council of Churches General Secretary Gabriel Habib has sent a 
congratulatory message to Rigoberta Menchu of Guatemala, winner of the 1992 
Nobel Peace Prize (see related item EPS 92.12.53 in this issue). The November 
message recognized the "... symbolic value of this prize awarded to you as a 
native woman of the Quiche people of Guatemala at the very time when the world 


is being reminded of the quincentenary of Europeans arriving in the Americas". 


The message said that in spite of the suffering and the atrocious tragedies 
suffered by Menchu and her family, she had not wavered in her struggle for 
non-violent and peaceful solutions, "thus becoming an example and a sign of 
hope to all those who all over the world are engaged in the same struggle". 


"Therefore", the message concluded, "we hope that your example and the 
universal recognition you now have gained will also significantly contribute 
towards a peaceful solution, with justice and dignity for all, in your own 
country and Central America in general". [EPS] 


EPS, 92h? 


Australia: Anglican church votes to ordain women 


By a margin just larger than the needed two-thirds majority, the Australian 
Anglican General Synod, meeting in Sydney (21 November) passed legislation 
which will allow dioceses to ordain women as priests, according to a 21 
November press release from the Anglican Church of Australia. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.38 
Church leader says Cameroon political situation volatile 


The general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) has said 
that Cameroon might be on the verge of civil war if the current political 
stalemate is not resolved and the two main political factions reconciled, 
reports the Kenya-based All Africa Press Service. 


José Chipenda made this statement following an ecumenical team visit to 
Cameroon, 11-13 November (EPS 92.11.46). Other members of the team included 
AACC President, Southern African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, André Jacques of the 
France-based Christian Action Against Torture (ACAT), and Fleur Houston of 
Scotland (United Reformed Church). 


The current political strife in Cameroon arose from the disputed presidential 
and parliamentary elections early in November between leaders of the main 
political parties - opposition leader John Fru Ndi of the Social Democratic 
Front, and President Paul Biya of the Democratic Rally of the Cameroonian 
People. 


Following the elections, numerous arrests of civilians "often accompanied by 
torture" were reported. The World Council of Churches sent a letter (5 
November) to President Paul Biya expressing deep concern at the developments 
in this central African nation. 


Chipenda said "The politics between the two [Ndi and Biya] have created and 
developed hatred which could turn into civil strife...", and added that this 
is worsened by the fact that neither party is willing to compromise and able 
to convince the other of its position, the APS report said. 


During the visit, the delegation met with both leaders and representatives of 
13 other political parties in the cities of Douala, Yaounde and Bamenda. There 
are an estimated 70 registered political parties in Cameroon. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.39 
Argentina: human rights group rebukes President Menem 


A letter from Argentina’s Permanent Assembly for Human Rights to state 
president Carlos Sail Menem severely rebuked him for a recent statement 
publicly justifying the role played by the army during the period of military 
dictatorship. 


"That this justification comes from the head of state is extremely grave", the 
letter said. Not only was it a "dangerous message for Argentinian society", 
it also seemed "intended to overturn our people’s and institutions’ legal, 
moral and political condemnation of that frightful period". 


The president’s opinion and its "message of impunity", the letter concluded, 
was "ethically incompatible with the principles, basis, aims and activities 
of the Permanent Assembly", of whose governing council Menem himself is a 
member. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.40 
Germany: Baptists declare support for foreigners 


The European Baptist Press Service reports that representatives of Baptist 
churches of the Rhineland Association in the western Ruhr area near Mainz, 
meeting in Duisburg (28 November), declared their support for foreigners who 
have been targets of attacks by neo-Nazi groups in some cities of Germany. 
They declared: "We observe with severe shock the attacks against Jewish or 
foreign fellow citizens. We view our task as helping our Jewish and foreign 
fellow citizens right now. Many of them have become our friends". [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.41 
Ecumenical team to Haiti reports increased human rights abuses 


Human rights violations have greatly increased in the climate of lawlessness 
in Haiti since the September 1991 military coup against Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, according to a wide range of persons who met with an ecumenical team 
that visited the country during the last week of November. 


Invited by church leaders in Haiti, the delegation sent by the WCC and the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) included Evans Bailey, a Methodist 
pastor from Jamaica, Roberto Rivas, Roman Catholic bishop of St Vincent and 
the Grenadines, CCC programme officer Mike James, Maité Albagly, human rights 
officer of the French ecumenical agency CIMADE, and WCC international affairs 
coordinator Charles Harper. Their contacts during six days in the country 
included the entire membership of the Roman Catholic bishops conference and 
the leadership of the ecumenical Protestant Federation of Haiti. 


The delegation was told that 3000 persons in Haiti have been summarily 
executed since the military takeover, 4500 have been illegally and arbitrarily 
detained and 2000 additional persons have been wounded by gunfire or beaten. 
There have been more than 2000 cases of illegal raids on houses and homes. 


In meetings with church leaders and parish members, service and humanitarian 
agencies, human rights and peasant organizations, political figures and 
representatives of international organizations in the country, the ecumenical 
visitors were told repeatedly that the militarily imposed civilian government 
of Marc Bazin has not resolved urgent economic problems. As a result, 400 000 
people have fled the capital Port-au-Prince for rural areas. Moreover, the 
political paralysis of the government, which has refused to negotiate a return 
to democratic institutions, has created malaise among the so-called "political 
class" as well as the people. 


The team was also told that the embargo imposed by the Organization of 
American States has been ineffective, benefitting the rich bourgeoisie by 
putting high prices on essential goods. Supply of fuel to the wealthy and to 
the armed forces remains plentiful. 


Those with whom they spoke underlined the hopes raised by the results of the 
US election in November. Numerous boats are being built, many by those looking 
to make a quick profit on desperate people wanting to leave for Florida after 
the January inauguration of Bill Clinton, expected to put an end to the US 
policy of returning Haitians who have fled the country. Estimates are that 
40 000 "boat people" have fled in the past 14 months, at least 2000 of whom 
have perished at sea. 


The delegation is preparing a complete report and recommendations to the WCC 
and CCC this month. It is expected to include a call for diplomatic, political 
and economic pressure on the regime to facilitate the return of the 
democratically elected administration of President Aristide and for full 
support to human rights groups working in Haiti. It is also expected to appeal 
to churches in Haiti to promote dialogue between sectors of society who hold 
different points of view but are committed to the rule of law and the 
democratic right of the people to choose their government. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.42 
Ken Baker, former WCC staff member, has died 


Former WCC staff member Ken Baker died in St Hilaire d’Ozilhan, France, on 16 
November at the age of 69. A native of Brockton, Massachusetts (USA) and a 
member of the United Church of Christ, Baker served on the WCC staff on three 
separate occasions: as assistant to general secretary W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft 
to prepare the 1954 Evanston Assembly; as director of ecumenical personnel and 
fraternal workers in the inter-church aid division from 1965-74; and in the 
wcc refugee office in Rome from 1983-88. He is survived by his wife Marion and 
three children. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.43 
WCC officers call for peace and reconciliation 


Meeting in Geneva (7-9 December), the officers of the World Council of 
Churches released the following statement on religiously-motivated conflicts: 


"The officers of the World Council of Churches, deeply moved by the emergence 
of religiously-motivated conflicts in many areas of the world, raise their 
voice and their prayers to call all churches and religious organizations of 
the world to concentrate on the achievement of peace and reconciliation and 
on the affirmation of the values of coexistence, dialogue and promotion of the 
common human good. In particular, we are saddened by the events in India 
which have consequences for inter-religious relations all over the world. 
We are also profoundly concerned about the misuse of religious sentiments in 
the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


"With all our strength, we reject all attempts to use religious prejudices to 
advance political or ethnic causes. Christians and Muslims have lived 
together side by side for centuries in peaceful coexistence. We affirm that 
that is possible and will continue to be a reality not only in these areas, 
but all over the world. We ask all the churches to pray and work for peace 
in India and in former Yugoslavia, to multiply their efforts to help the 
suffering victims of all faiths, and above all, to work and pray for the 
harmonious living together of all people of faith." 


The WCC officers are moderator Aram Keshishian (Armenian Apostolic Church, 
Lebanon), vice moderators Soritua Nababan (Batak Protestant Christian Church, ~ 
Indonesia) and Nélida Ritchie (Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina), and 
General Secretary Emilio Castro. Elected by the Central Committee, they meet 
occasionally between sessions of governing bodies. 


In connection with the reports concerning the suffering of women in the former 
Yugoslavia and violence against them (EPS 92.12.35), the WCC is sending a 
pastoral team to the Croatian capital Zagreb during the week of 14 December 
to meet with a range of religious and secular women’s groups. 


The international group of three to five women plans to gather information 
from church and community workers on the physical and spiritual situation of 
women in the former Yugoslavia. They will also meet with women from the area 
themselves to discuss their own situation, including their immediate needs, 
and how they perceive the role of the churches locally and internationally in 
responding to the conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.44 
Frank Woods, Australian ecumenical leader 1s dead 


Australian ecumenical leader Frank Woods, Anglican archbishop of Melbourne 
from 1957-77 and primate of the Anglican Church of Australia from 1971-77, 
died on 29 November at the age of 85. 


A former member of the WCC Central Committee (1968-75) and president of the 
Australian Council of Churches (1965-66), Woods was described by ACC general 
secretary David Gill as "a staunch supporter and revered father-figure" of 
Australian ecumenism. 


Born in England, Woods, who was knighted in 1972 but declined to use his 
title, was an outspoken critic of the White Australia policy and apartheid in 
South Africa and an early campaigner for a national health scheme. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.45 
Romania: Baptists to build university 


The Baptist Union of Romania intends to establish a Baptist university in 
Bucharest, says a report in the European Baptist Press Service of 1 December. 
According to EBPS, the institution will prepare students for medical schools, 
train social workers and other specialists, and give training in Bible 
teaching, mission and evangelism to all students. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.46 
Hong Kong: first Christian-Jewish conference in Asia held 


A conference in Hong Kong (25 November-1 December) was an initial attempt by 
the World Council of Churches’ Office on Inter-Religious Relations to widen 
the spectrum of Christian participation in the usually Western-dominated 
Jewish-Christian dialogue. It brought together Jewish participants from 
Israel, the United States and Europe, and Christians from Hong Kong, Korea and 
Taiwan. Four people from China withdrew their participation in the meeting, 
a move that was regretted by the other participants (see related item EPS 
92.12.52 in this issue). 


Co-organized by the WCC and the Hong Kong-based Christian Study Centre on 
Chinese Religion and Culture, the meeting offered the participants the 
opportunity to gain an insight into the wealth and richness of Chinese 
religions and culture by drawing from Confucian, Taoist and Buddhist 
traditions. Other bodies which helped organize the conference include the 
International Council of Christians and Jews and the Graymoor Ecumenical 
Institute. 


Hosted by different theological institutions based in Hong Kong, the 
participants and the students of theology had an opportunity to learn from 
each other’s experiences, particularly from the theme of wisdom traditions in 
Judaism, Christianity and Eastern religions. 


Hans Ucko, a WCC staff person responsible for Christian-Jewish relations, told 
the meeting that a topic like wisdom in Jewish, Christian and Eastern 
traditions might sound like escapism and luxury in days of existential crisis 
and global conflicts, but reflects much of the spiritual quest of our days. 
"There is a growing quest for spirituality in the world of today and these 
spiritual values are shared", he added. 


Lee Chee-Cheong of the Chinese University in Hong Kong said Chinese Christian 
theology has virtually ignored the wisdom tradition in Chinese culture and 
needs to recover this emphasis if Christians there are to be true to their own 
traditions. 


A Jewish Sabbath meal given by Benno Gross from the Bar-Ilan University in Tel 
Aviv/Israel, helped to enlighten the participants on the living traditions of 
Judaism. A Sabbath service conducted by two Jewish participants, Rabbis Helen 
Freeman and Andrew Goldstein, was organized in a Hong Kong synagogue. 


Tikva Frymer-Kensky, a professor at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
in Philadelphia/USA, said the meeting gave Jewish participants an opportunity 
to discover Christians as minorities. She said the Jewish community too easily 
confused European culture with Christianity and that the life of Chinese 
Christians offers parallels with experiences of the Jewish people. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.47 
Baptists in former Soviet Union to form federation 


Baptist Press reports that the council of the Union of Evangelical Christians- 
Baptists (UECB) in the former Soviet Union has decided to reorganize into a 
new Federation of Baptist Unions. Meeting in Moscow in mid-November, senior 
leaders of Baptist unions in the former Soviet republics, including the Baltic 
states, suggested that the federation would coordinate Baptist efforts in 
theological education, mission, Christian publishing and communication, social 
ministries and women’s work. 


Already in March 1990 Soviet Baptist leaders marked the altered political 
Situation by changing the name of the All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists to the Evangelical Christian Baptist Union of the USSR. 
After the breakup of the Soviet Union, the group took on its present name. But 
political changes left the union in confusion about its identity and future. 
As president Gregori Kommendant (who will be in charge of the transition to 
the new federation) put it, "I am president, but president of what?" 


Baptist World Alliance president Denton Lotz praised the decision to form a 
federation, saying Baptists in the former Soviet Union "have too much of a 
common history to lose it all" and had "suffered too much together to 
dissolve. "While the whole world is falling apart with ethnic and national 
tensions," Lotz said, "I am pleased to see your desire for unity.” [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.48 
Anglican primates to meet in South Africa 


Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey and the primates (senior prelates) of 
the Anglican communion and the Anglican Consultative Council, a group 
comprised of laity and clergy that meets every two to three years, will meet 
in South Africa (19-31 January), to discuss matters affecting the Anglican 
communion, the church in general and the world, according to a 19 November 
press release from the Anglican Communion. 


To be hosted by Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the meeting 
will also discuss’7 AIDS, co-habitation, and concerns raised by the 
International Bishops Conference on Faith and Order, a traditionalist group 
within the Communion. 


The last meeting of the primates was held in Northern Ireland in 1991. The 
Consultative Council last met in Wales in 1990. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.49 
Switzerland: Christian communication bodies to meet 


The London-based World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) has 
convened a meeting of 11 international Christian communication organizations 
in Geneva/Switzerland (11-12 December). 


The meeting will bring together, for the first time, representatives from 
ecumenical, Roman Catholic, and mainline Protestant and Evangelical 
associations. They will share their concerns and visions and work towards 
common understanding and joint action for the future. The meeting will discuss 
the role of the churches in the media world of tomorrow, inter-religious 
dialogue, different approaches to media education, introducing communication 
studies in theological education, needs and priorities in communication 
research, methods of information sharing, and possibilities of future 
cooperation. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.50 
Shevardnadze, ex-Soviet foreign minister baptised 


The Catholic press service APIC reports that former Soviet foreign minister 
Edward Shevardnadze, now president of Georgia, was baptized on November in the 
Orthodox cathedral in Tbilissi. The 64-year-old Shevardnadze, who has always 
kept an icon of the Virgin in his office, told an interviewer that his 
alienation from atheism had begun long ago and that the decision to be 
baptized followed a long process of reflection about himself and the world. 
[EPS] 


EPS 92.12.51 
Zambia: government decision to unban pornography angers churches 


The churches in Zambia have reacted angrily to a government annoucement that 
it was lifting a ban on the sale and possession of pornographic materials. One 
of the church leaders, Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia general secretary 
Joseph Imakando said that the churches in the Zambian capital city of Lusaka 
are "distressed" at the annoucenement. "We are distressed. We do not believe 
that democracy means that you should have week morals. Democracy is not 
synonymous with loose morals". He added that the churches would take the 
matter up with the authorities with a view to reversing the decision. In 
December last year (EPS 92.01.61), Zambian President Frederick Chiluba 
declared Zambia a Christian nation, a move which was criticised by religious 
leaders and the minority United Islamic Organization. Seventy-two percent of 
Zambia’s population of 8.5 million is counted as Christian. There are an 
estimated 20 000 Muslims. [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.52 
Ecuview: Jewish-Christian dialogue (#ans ucko) 


This is excerpted from an address given at a Jewish-Chinese Christian dialogue 
on "Wisdom" in Hong Kong, 24 November-2 December 1992. Ucko is a WCC staff 
member responsible for Jewish-Christian relations. See also EPS 92.12.46. 


Jewish-Christian dialogue has, with few exceptions, been a Western concern, 
born out of the need among Jews to make sure that the Christian churches at 
least would join forces with the Jewish people, that they no longer be 
threatened, neither by anti-Semitism nor proselytism. Even before the 
inception of the WCC in 1948, the ecumenical movement took a unanimous stand 
against anti-Semitism and called it "a sin against God and man". The 
commitment to denounce anti-Semitism has not left the WCC. The Christian 
interest to engage in an ongoing dialogue with Jews is rooted in this 
commitment... While engaging in dialogue with Jews, the churches discover 
spiritual riches in the Jewish tradition. Important aspects in Christian life 
and spirituality received new light from new angles. But because Jewish- 
Christian dialogue was a child of Europe and the USA, it practically did not 
affect the rest of the ecumenical movement. There are other religions present 
in Asia and Africa, more vibrant, more pressing, more important to relate to. 
In a recent document of the WCC on Jewish-Christian dialogue, the Central 
Committee said: "We live in an increasing diversity within our own Christian 
community... We see (therefore) a widened spectrum of Christian participation 
in the dialogue. The presence in the Jewish-Christian dialogue also of 
Christians from Africa, Asia and Latin America would accentuate the 
universality and diversity of the church and expand the scope of Christian 
concenLsris.i.t: 


By Opening doors to Christians outside the original home of this dialogue, we 
facilitate an ecumenical knowledge of living Judaism. For many Christians 
outside the European or North American realm, Jews are mostly the people of 
the Bible, at best revered as the people of God, at worst chosen to form the 
dark background to make the gospel shine forth, to be legalism where gospel 
has grace, to be law where gospel is freedom. Jews are often mostly a 
theological category. We need to correct such an image. We need to make up for 
an education that may have presented Jews in a way that was either not true 
or did not take living Judaism into consideration... 


When enabling member churches in places outside Europe and North America to 
engage in dialogue with living Judaism, the WCC would like to bring into a 
productive encounter the theological insights and experience of Christians and 
Jews from different parts of the world. The emergence of various theologies 
of inculturation has taken place for the most part in isolation from 
developments in Christian-Jewish understanding and might benefit from the 
interaction with living Judaism... 


The theme of this conference is wisdom. When mentioning this, I have had 
reactions from people saying: "Luxury! The world is starving and you bring 
people together to talk about wisdom." If one understands wisdom to mean bon 
mots about this or that, then it is luxury. But if we think of wisdom as the 
deepest human experience, moral discernment, understanding of justice, 
experiences of how to live with each other and with God, righteousness, the 
enigma of life and death, the suffering of the innocent, a way of thinking and 
an attitude to life and the concerns of humankind, then we might be at the 
source of what it means to be truly human beings trying to understand how we 
can and need to together look for ways of mending the creation... 


By digging into our religious traditions for words of wisdom for our lives 
together, we may also contribute in the liberation of aspects of Chinese 
culture to the enrichment of Chinese Christian theology. The Chinese heritage 
is a heritage of deep spiritual wisdom. This spiritual wisdom may not always 
have been free to influence Chinese Christian theology. Maybe we can, in 
discovering the treasures of wisdom in our Jewish, Chinese and Christian 
thinking, assist in opening doors for a mutually enriching encounter between 
Chinese culture and gospel ... . [EPS] 
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EPS 92.12.53 
Ecuview: Rigoberta Menchu (albert nolan) 


The following item first appeared in Challenge, a South African-—based 
Christian publication. Nolan is the publication’s editor. See related item EPS 
92.12.36 in this issue. 


About 10 years ago I met a Guatemalan human rights activist in London. She 
told me horrifying stories about the violent repression and wholesale massacre 
of the indigenous people in her country. I remember telling her that it was 
the first time I had heard of a country where the repression of the people was 
even more cruel and violent than in my own country. 


Without hesitation she replied: "Just wait. One day the indigenous people 
of South Africa, like the ‘Indians’ of Guatemala, will be massacred in their 
thousands. And what is more they will use black people to kill other black 
people, just as they do in Guatemala." 


This human rights activist was not Rigoberta Menchu the winner of the 1992 
Nobel Peace Prize, but Rigoberta would have confirmed this assessment. Her 
own story reflects the story of her people. 


As a child, Rigoberta Menchu’s best friend died of poisoning when the fields 
were sprayed with insecticide from above with the peasants working below. 
Rigoberta’s brother died of malnutrition. Another brother, at the age of 16, 
was arrested, whipped and burnt alive by the military before her eyes. Her 
father was also burnt alive - together with 30 other peasants. They were 
staging a sit-in at the Spanish Embassy in Guatemala City demanding to see the 
President to tell him what was being done to the "Indian" peasants. Because 
it was an embassy the soldiers could not enter the building, so they simply 
burnt it down with everyone who was in it. 


Rigoberta’s father, Vincente, had been a catechist in the Catholic church, but 
he was also an "Indian" organizing other "Indians" into a trade union. That 
is why the military hated him. That is why they killed his son, and that is 
why, shortly after Vincente’s death, they came to get Rigoberta’s mother. 
She was dragged away from her children, raped, tortured and left under a tree 
in the jungle to bleed to death. 


Rigoberta went into hiding, while her two sisters went off to join the 
guerilla army. Like her father, Rigoberta was a catechist. She had also 
been thinking of entering the convent. But now she decided to dedicate her 
life to the struggle for the human rights of her people and of all indigenous 
people in the Americas. This she could not do from hiding in the mountains of 
Guatemala, so in 1981 she went into exile in Mexico. Rigoberta’s first task 
was to learn Spanish - the language of the oppressor. She had never had much 
schooling, anyway. It was not long before this young woman in her twenties 
from the Guatemalan jungles was being invited to speak at international 
conferences around the world and to sit on United Nations committees and 


commissions. Why? Her story and the story of the indigenous people of 
Guatemala had become known through the book she had by now written in Spanish: 
I, Rigoberta Menchu.. It has been translated into eleven other languages. 


Guatemala must be one of the most unjust, oppressive and violent countries in 
the world. A white minority, of Spanish or mixed descent, dominates the 
government, the military and the economy. When the indigenous tribes who 
have preserved their language and culture from the times of the ancient Mayan 
civilisation, and who in Guatemala still form 60 per cent of the population, 


begin to demand their rights, they are mercilessly killed. Leaders are 
assassinated or they just disappear, and whole villages are wiped out - men, 
women and children - or resettled elsewhere. : 


It is said that South African government officials helped with the 
resettlement because they were the experts at that kind of social engineering. 
There is a liberation movement and a liberation army in Guatemala but as in 
South Africa, there is now a ceasefire and a hesitant process of negotiations. 


Rigoberta’s struggle has been for international recognition of the plight of 
all indigenous people in the Americas. She helped to form an organization 
of indigenous people, to plan counter-celebrations during this year of 
Columbus and to persuade the United Nations to declare 1993 the Year of 
Indigenous Peoples. [over] 
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But the climax of her remarkable campaign must surely be the Nobel Peace 
Prize. It is a victory for her and for the struggle in Guatemala, and the 
first real victory in 500 years for the indigenous people of the Americas. 
It is a victory for peace and a sign of hope in a very violent world. 


The prize money ... will be placed in a fund to help the indigenous people of 
Guatemala. 


It should not be forgotten that Rigoberta is a committed Christian and a 


woman. She writes in her book: "I am a Christian and I participate in this 
struggle as a Christian.. For me, aS a Christian, there is one important 
thing. Tiat’? 14" the wrreror "christ... 


Her nomination for the Peace Prize was supported with enthusiasm by the 
Catholic Bishops of Guatemala. Rigoberta is now back in her country and was 
in the house of a bishop on 16 October when she received the news of her Peace 
Prize award. 


Her leadership, her fearlessness and the honour that has been bestowed upon 
her is also a victory for women. [EPS] 


EPS 92.12.54 
Ecutext: Nigerian democratic process criticized 


The following statement was issued by the 22nd Assembly of the Christian 
Council of Nigeria which met (in Ibadan, 17-20 November) on the deferment of 
the presidential elections by the ruling military council. In October, another 
Nigerian church body, the Christian Association of Nigeria, issued a strongly- 
worded statement in which it condemned the election exercise (EPS 92.11.11). 


We, members of the Christian Council of Nigeria meeting at the 22nd assembly 
in Ibadan, have observed, with grave concern, that the improper handling of 
some of the vital processes of the transitional programme, has produced the 
expected result which has now led to the deferment of the handing-over by the 
present military administration to a democratically-elected civilian 
government by January 1993. 


We appreciate the fact that the primaries for the nominations of the 
presidential candidates by the two political parties were cancelled because 
of the unprecedented corruption and irregularities attendant upon the 
exercise. Although the aspirants were banned, and the executive committees of 
the two parties dissolved, the national Electoral Commission and other 
government agencies which were equally involved in the perpetration of the 
corrupt practices were left untouched. In view of the foregoing observations, 
the Christian Council of Nigeria calls on the government to take the following 
steps: 


1. In order to avoid the mistakes of the past, the Federal Military government 
should desist from meddling with the democratic process of the political 
parties, and should review its appointment of the caretaker committees for the 
political parties. 


2. To review the competence of the National Electoral Commission as now 
constituted, to conduct a free and fair election. 


3. That the necessary processes of electing a President can conveniently be 
completed much earlier than August 1993, and that this should be the last 
deferment of the handing-over to a democratically-elected government. 


4. That the Federal Military government should NOT allow itself or any 
government agencies to be used or manipulated by any religious body, as this 
has been the bane of this government. Having made the above recommendations, 
we strongly, and unequivocally condemn the attitude of the political class 
(the practising politicians) for their ruthlessness, intolerance and glaringly 
corrupt approach in seeking political or/and public offices which has 
contributed to the present impasse. 


We hereby appeal to all politicians to desist from all acts that led us to the 
present situation, and to remember that only "Righteousness exalts a nation". 
We appeal to the entire nation for calm, and to be prayerful throughout the 
remaining transitional period to enable the Nigerian nation to survive. [EPS] 
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; EPS 92.12.55 
Ecutext: Without Ethics there is no Solution 


This is the text of the final document issued by the assembly (in Sao Paulo, 
18-19 November) of the National Council of Christian Churches of Brazil 
(CONIC) titled, “CONIC and the Crisis of Ethical Values". See related item EPS 
92.12.32 in this issue. 


Ten years ago, "the love of God, a common faith, and a commitment to mission", 
inspired five churches (the Catholic, the Reformed Christian, the 
Episcopalian, the Evangelical of the Lutheran Confession and the Methodist), 
to a deeper Christian communion and a common witness of the Gospel in Brazil, 
in a work of love and service to mankind" (the basic constitution of CONIC). 
Over the years, two more churches (the Syrian Orthodox Catholic and the United 
Presbyterian) joined the others, in this search for a deeper communion of 
faith and a greater witness of love and service. 


Throughout the long journey, the member churches of CONIC have felt challenged 
by the anguished situation of our country. For this reason, conscious of 
their prophetic role, they have, time and time again, raised their voice in 
defence of the poorest, the downtrodden and those who suffer most. "Motivated 
by the evangelical values of love, justice, peace and hope, the churches have 
taken the side of those people oppressed by unjust wages, by violence and 
repression, by unemployment and sub-employment, in a society ridden with 
individualist, authoritarian and consumer values." This declaration made in 
1984 by the Theological Commission of CONIC is still valid today. The 
Situation outlined then has now taken on a more definite form, showing the 
deep roots of such evils. 


We are faced with a crisis of ethical values, especially in public life. 
Corruption has become part of our everyday life, from bribing police to avoid 
a traffic fine to the crooked deals made in securing huge government 
contracts. The common good is all too frequently sold out to private 
interests, when it comes to fixing the profits of public servants, and with 
absolutely no thought for the economic situation of the Union, the States or 
the Municipalities. The disrespect for life is evident when we think that 
homicides, including deaths provoked by the police, are the sixth biggest 
cause of death in Brazil. 


The democratic process is paralysed and stagnant because of the greed for 
power of parties and groups. Recently we have seen the resurgence of 
totalitarian ideologies (like neo-Nazism) and racial prejudices. Inthe last 
few months we’ve looked on in amazement at the process of investigations into 
acts of corruption involving people at the highest level of. the, executive 
power. 


In these circumstances it helps to look to the Bible and see God’s proposal 
for his Kingdom in this world and be orientated by it. What’s lacking for 
many of our public men and women is a clear reference point of ethical values. 
The impression is that we live in a world where public morality has lost its 
sense of direction. 


Nonetheless, the events during this time, although traumatic, have awoken the 
conscience of the nation to the fact that a change is necessary and that 
unless there are ethics in public life there won’t be any possible solution 
to the many crises into which the country is periodically immersed. Ethics in 
public life is not only a matter of social necessity but also an evangelical 
command. 


The call which the Lord makes to us is clearly a call to justice and peace for 
all. From the biblical perspective, and therefore with special attention for 
those who live on the margin of life deprived of the means to live with 
dignity and deprived of power, the Bible can help guide us on our journey as 
Christian individuals and as churches towards a future morality for the 
Brazilian nation, that right now is suffering the consequences of abuse of 
power and lack of ethics in public life. "But this is not to happen among you" 
(Mk. 10,43). The gospel tells us that from the point of view of the world 
people seek power to dominate and exploit. Such power corrupts. The biblical 
prophets were sentinels that kept close watch and who severely criticized the 
powerful for their injustices and misuse of authority, not only in private 
life but especially in public life. [over] 
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By criticizing the abuses of the court, the temple, the army and the 
economically powerful, the prophets sought to curb the authoritarian and 
exploitative use of power. From this viewpoint, the gospel teaches us that 
power must be put at the service of people and the world, to build justice, 
peace and solidarity. To be an instrument of justice and peace, power must 
be shared and in that way enriching itself all the time with new elements; 
it must be permeated with the quality of the Kingdom and put at the service 
of life. "The truth®will’ set you free® (Jn &,32). The biblical tradition, 
culminating with the book of Revelation, is one of faithful witness at a time 
Oren ssi it denounces injustice and violence; it heralds a hope which 
becomes reality in a new quality of life. 


The challenge proposed by the Book of Revelation, is one of perseverance in 


times of generalized crisis. The invitation it offers us is to live a 
persevering faith, full of hope. And hope in times of corruption and abuse 
of power means resistance. Resisting the appeals and temptations of the 


devil is part of our faith in Christ and this faith strengthens us to face up 
to the truth. 


With regard to the situation of our country, it is imperative not to consent 
in any way to diabolical actions that are both corrupt and corrupting. Men 
and women today are presented with a clear ¢all not to adhere, even through 
their silence, which is often the case, to any activities which might harm the 
integrity and rights of the person or that distort the administration of goods 
destined for public and community use (Acts 5, 1-11). 


In the interests of life and truth, it sometimes becomes necessary to disobey 
those people who exercise power in an authoritarian way and who refuse to put 
this power at the service of the whole life of God’s creatures, because 
"obedience to God comes before obedience to man" (Acts 5,29). 


With critical participation, a lively faith and believing in God’s gratuitous 
love, we Christians are challenged and must challenge others to persevere in 
this time of crisis, with Christ as our guide and His Kingdom to form the 
ethical criteria for our actions. And so, from this come our proposals: 


bi Not to consent in any way to any form of corruption, either actively or 
passively, and remember that it is just as serious to be omissive when it 
comes to corruption because it is always the poorest and least protected 
sectors of the population that end up prejudicated. 


2 strongly “ propose’ and support’ all**structural” changes” “in public 
administration that combat corruption. 


Bu Encourage the moral education of children, youth and adults, both inside 
and outside the churches. 


4. Participate in popular movements that support the fight for ethics in the 
economy, politics and in public life in general, so as to favour a transparent 
State and the formation of a society that’s really pluralist and democratic. 


5. Avoid the confusion between the honest struggle for ethics in public life 
and the moralistic and populist postures which merely condemn and don’t seek 
a new order, but instead use public indignation for electoral and personal 
purposes. 


6. Reject with vigour any kind of discrimination, especially against women 
and children, and the absurd and condemnable racist discrimination against 
Indians, Negroes, Jews and people from the Northeast. 


Mh As an expression of sincere indignation against recent acts of 
corruption, demand the condemnation and punishment of those involved, avoiding 
any confusion between Christian charity and mercy on the one hand, and the 
failure to apply proper justice on the other. 


83 Finally, reject neo-liberal ideology as being the only model of 
development for modern society. 


We elevate our prayer to the Lord of History, the Christ, who was, is and 
always will be, now and forever, confident that by expelling all injustice and 
corruption, the Brazilian nation will come to know days of greater justice, 
solidarity and fraternity. [EPS] 
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